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JOHN  B.  SMITHMAN  is  a  name  con- 
nected with  so  many  permanent  public  im- 
provements that  belong  to  a  history  of  Ve- 
nango county  that  we  give  from  his  autobi- 
ography a  condensed  account  of  a  few  of  the 
many  activities  that  have  formed  a  part  of  his 
busy  life.  We  find  here  much  data  of  his- 
toric value  of  the  stirring  days  when  the  oil 
industr}',  bom  in  Venango  county,  was  in  its 
infancy  and  dominated  the  affairs  of  the 
coimty,  and  which  in  fifty-nine  years  has 
grown  to  stupendous  magnitude,  changed  the 
economic  life  of  every  nation,  and  was  an  im- 
portant factor  in  winning  the  world  war  that 
ended  Nov.  ii,  1918. 

Mr.  Smithman  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Shippenville,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  31,  1844, 
and  in  185 1  removed  to  a  farm  near  Knox, 
that  county,  where  he  attended  the  country 
district  schools  three  months  each  year.  In 
i860  he  entered  the  Shippenville  high  school, 
where  one  professor  personally  taught  all  the 
students  in  attendance;  was  selected  by  Pro- 
fessor Haight  to  teach  the  hig^  school  one 
week  in  February,  1861,  during  the  Profes- 
sor's absence  on  other  business;  taught  dis- 
trict school  in  1862  near  Knox ;  again  attended 
higrh  school ;  taught  district  school  in  1863  at 
Hill  City,  Venango  county ;  taught  school  in 
the  early  part  of  1864  in  what  was  called  the 
"Red  School  House,"  located  a  half  mile  south 
of  what  is  now  South  Oil  City.  To  the  latter 
district  at  that  time  belonged  all  of  what  is 
now  South  Oil  City  from  Sage  Run  to  Deep 
Hollow,  all  being  then  in  Cranberry  township. 

In  the  winter  of  1864  Mr.  Smithman  drifted 
into  the  oil  business  as  a  buyer  of  barrelled 
oil  on  Oil  creek,  selling  it  in  Oil  City  on  the 
west  side  of  Oil  creek,  where  then  was  a  great 
busy  oil  mart,  and  the  principal  business  part 
of  Oil  City.  At  this  time  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  looking  up  oil  lands 
or    leases    having    thereon    ravines,    streams, 
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large  or  small,  and  more  particularly  streams 
with  branch  streams  running  into  them;  and 
making  maps  thereof,  with  the  streams  con- 
spicuously marked,  and  turning  the  lands  over, 
on  a  short  time  option  sale,  to  promoters,  who 
in  turn  would  join  other  promoters  in  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Baltimore  and 
other  cities,  and  use  these  options  and  maps, 
with  flaming  prospectuses,  as  the  basis  for 
forming  stock  companies  with  high-sounding 
names,  such  as  "Ocean  Petroleum  Company," 
"Pouring  Rock  Oil  Company,"  "Oil  Basin 
Petroleum  Company,"  with  large  capitaliza- 
tion, and  selling  stock  therein,  at  fabulous 
prices;  all  on  the  theory,  then  prevailing  in 
the  oil  country,  and  emphasized  to  the  pros- 
pective buyers  of  lands,  leases  or  stock  cer- 
tificates, that  the  oil  was  found  in  vertical  and 
horizontal  crevices  in  the  rock  formations,  be- 
low the  surface,  and  that  the  ravines,  streams 
and  coves  on  the  lands  offered  were  sure  in- 
dications of  crevices,  deep  below  the  surface, 
where  oil  would  surely  be  found.  A  stream 
or  ravine  with  a  branch  running  into  it,  made 
it  doubly  certain  that  a  crevice  filled  with  oil 
existed  below,  at  or  near  the  place  where  they 
joined.  An  example  of  this  is  the  castiron 
drive  pipe  conductor  in  Monarch  Park,  now  a 
popular,  flowing  drinking  fountain,  where  in 
1864  the  Fulton  Mining  Company  located  an 
oil  well  at  the  confluence  of  Three  Lick  run 
and  Van  Buren  run,  by  which  names  these 
streams  were  then  known.  A  flow  of  mineral 
water  found  at  a  depth  of  ninety  feet  pre- 
vented further  progress  by  the  then  crude 
methods  for  drilling  oil  well  holes.  In  1865 
the  crevice  theory  of  oil  deposits  gave  way  to 
the  theory  that  oil  existed  in  a  horizontal  po- 
rous rock,  and  that  by  drilling  down  to  the 
level  of  the  oil  rock,  oil  could  be  found  on 
elevated  lands  as  well  as  along  streams  and 
valleys. 

In    1865   and   the   fore   part   of   1866   Mr. 
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Smithman  owned  a  shipping  platform  at  Reno, 
and  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of  C.  V.  Cul- 
ver's dream  of  a  magnificent  city  at  that  place 
that  would  eclipse  and  supersede  Oil  City, 
based  on  a  secret  agreement  made  by  officers 
of  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Railroad 
Company,  as  revealed  by  Mr.  Culver,  confi- 
dentially to  a  few  intimate,  interested  friends, 
that  the  A.  &  G.  W.  R.  Company,  which  had 
a  six- foot -gauge  road,  would  stop  its  road  at 
the  "narrows'*  on  the  west  side  of  Oil  City 
and  not  extend  it  through  Oil  City  to  its  east 
side,  and  therefore  he  could  isolate  Oil  City 
by  building  a  road  from  Reno  direct  to  Rouse- 
ville,  and  divert  from  Oil  City  the  Oil  creek 
oil  business  by  connecting  at  Rouseville  with 
the  Cherry  Run  &  Oil  Creek  railroad,  which 
was  organized  early  in  1865  by  directors  of 
the  Columbia  Oil  Company  to  construct  a  rail- 
road from  its  oil  wells  on  the  Story  farm  to 
Oil  City.  Mr.  Culver's  road,  called  the  Reno, 
Oil  Creek  &  Pithole  railroad,  was  a  three-foot, 
nine-inch-gauge  road,  and  was  built  from 
Reno  over  steep  grades  up  Shafer  run  and 
over  the  hills  north  of  Oil  City  and  down  the 
brow  of  the  hill  on  the  east  side  of  Complanter 
run,  and  on  a  high  wooden  trestle  and  wooden 
bridge  fifty  feet  high  over  Oil  creek  to  Rouse- 
ville, thence  to  Plumer,  where  was  located  the 
Humboldt  oil  refinery,  then  the  largest  in  the 
world;  and  early  in  1866  several  passenger 
and  freight  trains  were  operated  daily  between 
Reno  and  Plumer.  The  road  was  graded  to 
Pithole,  but  no  cars  were  ever  run  there. 
Gen,  A.  E.  Bumside  was  chief  engineer.  Ga- 
lusha  A.  Grow,  once  Speaker  of  the  National 
House  of  Representatives,  was  president  of 
the  Reno  Oil  &  Land  Company,  which  owned 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  and  was  cap- 
italized at  ten  million  dollars.  Reno  was 
named  after  Gen.  Jesse  Lee  Reno,  and  in  1865 
was  a  booming  city,  with  several  solid  blocks 
of  business  houses,  and  a  projected  seminary. 
The  Reno  Times  was  a  well  edited  newspaper 
with  a  wide  circulation.  But  in  the  latter  part 
of  1865  a  cloud  aros^.  The  Jamestown  & 
Franklin  branch  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad, 
a  four-foot,  nine-inch-gauge  road,  surveyed 
an  extension  of  its  road  from  Franklin  to  Oil 
City,  including  a  tunnel  under  "Hog  Back," 
in  Oil  City,  to  run  its  road  on  a  low  grade  up 
Oil  creek.  This  forced  the  A.  &  G.  W.  in 
self-defense  to  seek  a  route  to  the  east  side  of 
Oil  City  to  connect  with  the  Farmers'  rail- 
road, a  four-foot,  nine-inch  road,  which,  under 
the  management  of  R.  R.  Taylor,  was  pro- 
jected to  go  from  the  east  side  of  Oil  City  up 
Oil  creek,  to  meet  the  Oil  Creek  railroad,  also 


a  four-foot,  nine-inch  road,  that  was  build- 
ing from  Titusville  to  Petroleum  Center;  and 
with  the  Oil  City  &  Pithole  railroad,  a  four- 
foot,  nine-inch  road,  which  was  projected  to 
go  from  Oil  City  up  the  river  to  Pithole.  Sir 
Morton  Peto,  James  McHenry  and  a  score 
of  other  foreign  stockholders  of  the  A.  &  G. 
W.  visited  the  oil  country  to  investigate  its 
possible  future,  and  they  came  to  Oil  City  and 
together  with  many  owners  of  wharves  and 
interested  private  citizens  stormed  the  Oil  City 
borough  council  and  quietly  obtained  its  con- 
sent to  lay  tracks  on  the  alley  that  extended 
most  of  the  way  from  the  west  side  of  the  city 
to  Oil  creek ;  rights  of  way  for  the  remainder 
of  the  distance  were  purchased;  tracks  were 
speedily  laid ;  a  track  was  laid  on  the  ice  over 
Oil  creek;  a  steam  locomotive  was  rushed 
across  on  it  for  the  use  of  the  Farmers'  rail- 
road, to  hurry  its  construction  up  Oil  creek 
ahead  of  the  Cherry  Run  &  Oil  Creek  rail- 
road, and  of  the  Jamestown  &  Franklin  road, 
which  was  delayed  by  its  forty-thousand-dol- 
lar tunnel.  A  railroad  bridge  over  Oil  creek 
was  commenced  by  the  A.  &  G.  W. ;  and  Mr. 
Culver's  dream  of  a  large  city  at  Reno  was 
ended.  The  collapse  came  on  March  27,  1866, 
when  occurred  the  failure  of  Culver,  Penn 
&  Co.'s  bank  in  New  York  and  a  string  of 
affiliated  banks  in  the  oil  country,  including 
the  Petroleum  Bank  at  Titusville,  the  Ve- 
nango Bank  at  Franklin,  the  Crawford  County 
Bank  at  Meadville,  the  Oil  City  Bank  at  Oil 
City,  and  the  A.  D.  Cotton  &  Co.  Bank  at 
Petroleum  Center,  causing  a  financial  panic 
in  the  oil  country  and  dense  gloom  in  Reno. 
Five  years  later  not  a  vestige  of  Mr.  Culver's 
railroad  remained.  The  inside  history  of  the 
basis  and  failure  of  Mr.  Culver's  colossal  en- 
terprise, here  disclosed,  was  never  in  any  way 
public  information.  After  the  failure  of  the 
banks  Mr.  Smithman  moved  his  shipping 
platform  and  office  building  from  Reno  to 
Oil  City,  and  sold  it  to  John  Munhall  &  Co., 
who  owned  an  extensive  oil  wharf  in  what  is 
now  the  Third  ward  of  Oil  City,  and  who 
used  the  material  to  connect  their  wharf  wnth 
the  track  of  the  A.  &  G.  W.  railroad,  Mr. 
Smithman  entering  the  employ  of  this  com- 
pany as  a  purchaser  of  oil.  He  relates  that 
one  day  in  1868  he  went  up  Oil  creek  on  his 
mission  and  bought  a  large  quantity  of  oil, 
from  Cherry  Run  to  Petroleum  Center,  pay- 
ing three  dollars  per  barrel  in  the  morning  and 
advancing  the  price  by  quarters  and  halves 
until  he  was  bidding  six  dollars  per  barrel  in 
the  evening,  without  sellers.  Oil  then  was 
shipped  in  bulk  in  wooden  tub  tanks  holding 
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fifty  barrels  each,  one  on  each  end  of  a  flat 
car,  from  Oil  creek  and  from  Pithole,  to  the 
oil  yards  in  Oil  City  west  of  Oil  creek,  on  a 
third  rail  of  the  A.  &  G.  W.  tracks,  to  be 
transferred  to  wide-gauge  cars,  hence  the 
names  tank  car  and  tank  steamer.  This  meth- 
od was  followed  until  1880,  when  the  A.  & 
G.  W.  changed  its  gauge  from  six  feet  to 
four  feet,  nine  inches,  which  soon  thereafter 
became  the  standard  gauge  of  railroads  all 
over  the  United  States.  This  change  by  the 
A.  &  G.  W.  railroad  was  made  on  its  road 
from  Salamanca,  N.  Y.,  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  and 
to  Oil  City,  nearly  three  hundred  miles,  on 
Sunday,  June  20,  1880,  without  delaying  its 
express  trains,  and  was  considered  a  great 
engineering  feat. 

In  1867  Mr.  Smithman  drilled  an  oil  well 
on  the  bank  of  Oil  creek. above  what  is  now 
Duncomb  street  in  Oil  City,  in  a  manner  that 
was  a  radical  departure  from  the  way  oil  wells 
were  then  drilled.  He  drove  eight-inch  iron 
pipe  through  the  gravel  to  bed  rock,  instead 
of  six-inch,  and  then,  instead  of  drilling  a 
five-inch  hole  from  the  bed  rock  clear  down 
through  the  oil  rock,  with  a  column  of  water 
standing  in  the  hole,  as  was  then  the  practice, 
he  drilled  a  seven-inch  hole  down  below  the 
fresh  water  rocks.  This  large  hole  was 
stopped  at  140  feet  from  the  surface,  and  five- 
inch  iron  pipe  inserted  therein  to  rest  on  the 
bottom  of  the  hole.  He  then  poured  down  a 
liberal  amount  of  flax  seed  and  mud  on  top 
of  it  on  the  outside  of  this  pipe,  to  seal  the 
lower  end  against  water  going  through ;  bailed 
out  the  column  of  water,  and  behold  the  seal 
was  tight.  A  four-and-three-quarters-inch 
hole  was  then  drilled  through  the  inside  of 
this  five-inch  pipe,  down  through  the  oil  rock, 
free  from  the  usual  column  of  water  and  its 
various  evils.  A  ten-barrel  oil  well  was  ob- 
tained, and  no  other  casing,  or  seed  bag  on 
the  tubing,  was  necessary. 

In  the  days  of  salt  wells,  drilled  along  the 
lower  Allegheny  river  and  elsewhere,  in  1859 
and  before,  it  was  the  custom  to  drill  with  a 
center  bit  a  two-and-one-half-inch  hole,  fol- 
lowed by  a  three-and-one-half-inch  rimmer 
and  by  a  second  rimmer  four  and  one-half 
inches  in  diameter,  making  a  four-and-one- 
half-inch  hole  down  through  all  the  rocks  in- 
cluding the  salt  water  rock,  and  then  insert 
into  this  finished  hole  two-inch  tubing,  with  a 
leather  sleeve,  filled  with  flaxseed,  called 
seed  bag,  on  the  outside  of  this  tubing,  at  a 
point  below  the  fresh  water  rocks  lying  near 
the  surface ;  the  flaxseed  would  swell  and  shut 
off  the  fresh  water  from  descending  into  the 


salt  brine-bearing  rock,  a  horizontal  porous 
rock  lying  four  hundred  feet  below  the  sur- 
face at  Tarentum,  Pa.;  and  later,  when  oil 
wells  were  sunk  on  Oil  creek  in  1859,  this  plan 
was  followed  in  every  particular,  even  to  the 
seed  bag  to  prevent  water  from  going  into  the 
oil-bearing  rock.  In  1865  the  Commercial  Oil 
Company  on  the  James  Tarr  farm,  having 
much  trouble  with  its  pumping  outfits,  which 
necessitated  frequent  withdrawals  from  its 
oil  wells  of  the  tubing  and  seed  bags,  and  con- 
sequent releasing  of  the  column  of  water  into 
the  oil  rocks,  resulting  in  great  damage  to  its 
wells,  conceived  the  idea  of  inserting  into  its 
finished  wells  three-and-a-quarter-inch  casing 
below  the  upper  fresh  water  rocks  with  a  seed 
bag  on  the  outside  of  the  lower  end  of  this 
casing  to  keep  out  the  fresh  water.  The  tub- 
ing without  a  seed  bag  was  then  inserted  in- 
side of  this  casing,  and  this  plan  was  used 
generally  in  old  wells  and  new  wells  until  the 
method  adopted  by  Mr.  Smithman  superseded 
it,  and  which  is  now  in  general  use.  Later 
mud  was  used  instead  of  flax  seed,  and  five- 
and-five-eighths-inch  casing,  instead  of  five- 
inch  pipe,  came  into  use,  with  a  five-and-a- 
half -inch  hole  drilled  through  it. 

Later  he  operated  for  oil  in  Butler,  Qarion, 
McKean,  Warren,  Washington,  Allegheny 
and  Venango  counties.  Pa.,  and  experienced 
the  usual  ups  and  downs  allotted  to  the  pros- 
pector in  a  business  that  is  proverbial  for  pro- 
ducing men  of  acumen  and  financial  daring. 
At  present  (1919)  he  has  extensive  holdings 
of  oil  lands  and  wells  in  the  second  sand  dis- 
trict of  Venango  county. 

He  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  speculative  oil  trade,  which  was 
depended  upon  to  absorb  and  carry  the  enor- 
mous oil  stocks  that  commenced  to  accumu- 
late in  1873,  ^"  account  of  the  fact  that  the 
amount  of  the  oil  produced  largely  exceeded 
the  consumptive  demand  therefor.  This  trade 
consisted  of  buying  and  selling,  for  prospective 
profit,  so-called  oil  certificates,  in  the  various 
Oil  Exchanges,  located,  one  each,  at  Oil  City, 
Parker,  Titusville,  Bradford,  Pittsburgh,  Phil- 
adelphia and  New  York  City,  and  elsewhere. 
These  certificates  were  negotiable,  and  were 
issued  by  various  pipe  line  companies  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  transporting  crude 
oil  from  oil  wells  to  refineries,  railroad  ship- 
ping points,  and  huge  iron  storage  tanks. 
They  were  issued  for  one  thousand  barrels 
of  oil  each,  deliverable  upon  demand  at  any 
point  reached  by  the  company  issuing  them, 
and  were  subject  to  a  pipeage  charge  of  twen- 
ty cents  per  barrel,  payable  when  the  oil  was 
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called  for,  and  also  to  a  charge  for  storage 
and  shrinkage  payable  in  advance  every  fif- 
teen days.  Mr.  Smithman  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  formulated  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  exten- 
sive dealings  in  these  Oil  Exchanges,  which 
were  all  more  or  less  affiliated  and  all  governed 
by  the  same  trade  regulations,  which  all  the 
members  agreed  in  writing  to  support  and 
maintain.  One  of  these  rules  provided  for 
the  settlement  by  an  arbitration  committee  of 
all  disputes  arising  among  members;  another 
provided  for  confining  all  trading  in  oil  among 
members  to  the  hours  between  nine  o'clock 
a.  m.  and  three  p.  m.,  and,  to  this  end,  Mr. 
Smithman  arranged  with  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  which  was  connected 
with  all  the  Oil  Exchanges,  to  ring  in  them, 
simultaneously,  a  gong  at  nine  a.  m.  and  three 
p.  m.  to  mark  the  opening  and  closing  time  for 
trading;  this  being  the  first  time  m  history 
when  instant  time  was  sent  to  widely  separated 
points  by  electricity.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  in  1877  E^^  ^"^  ^  charter  of 
incorporation  for  the  Oil  City  Oil  Exchange 
and  selected  and  purchased  the  site  for  the 
magnificent  building  erected  on  the  west  side 
of  Seneca  street,  between  Sycamore  and  Cen- 
ter, and  which  became  the  home  of  what  had 
always  been  the  leading  Oil  Exchange,  and  in 
which  the  trading  amounted  to  many  mil- 
lions of  barrels  per  day,  making  the  base  mar- 
ket price  for  oil  throughout  the  world. 

In  1882  the  stocks  of  oil  in  one  pipe  line 
alone,  the  National  Transit  Company,  oper- 
ating in  western  Pennsylvania  and  New  York, 
amounted  to  over  thirty-three  million  barrels, 
most  of  which  Wjas  covered  by  these  oil  cer- 
tificates ;  and  the  extensive  trading  in  the  Oil 
City  Oil  Exchange  by  numerous  brokers  and 
traders,  by  open  bids  around  a  "bull  ring," 
caused  much  confusion  when  the  deliveries  of 
these  oil  certificates  and  bank  checks  in  pay- 
ment therefor  had  to  be  made,  which  by  a 
rule  were  due  and  deliverable  before  three 
o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  day  after  the  sales  were 
made.  The  brokers  and  dealers  depended 
upon  getting  in,  at  this  time  daily,  the  oil  pur- 
chased by  them  the  previous  day,  in  order  to 
make  deliveries,  at  this  time  daily,  of  their 
sales  of  the  previous  day,  amounting  to  hun- 
dreds of  transactions  eacti  day  by  each  active 
trader.  This  resulted  in  a  big  rush  just  before 
the  close  of  the  delivery  hour,  often  ending  in 
failure  to  make  all  the  deliveries  within  the 
time  set  to  make  them,  and  frequently  causing 
a  financial  loss  to  those  directly  concerned ; 
and  various  expedients  were  tried  by  a  com- 


mittee appointed  by  the  Exchange  to  remedy 
the  evil,  but  none  were  successful.  It  was 
then  that  Mr.  Smithman,  although  not  an 
active  trader,  nor  a  member  of  this  committee, 
got  up  a  plan,  by  which  each  trader  was  en- 
abled to  eflFect  daily,  with  ease,  all  his  receipts 
and  deliveries  of  both  oil  certificates  and 
money.  This  was  accomplished  by  each  trader 
making,  on  a  sheet  of  paper  ruled  for  the  pur- 
pose, a  list  of  his  purchases  and  of  his  sales, 
with  the  names  of  co-traders  and  prices  and 
amounts  thereof,  and  footings  of  both  oil  and 
money  and  balances  due  to  or  from  the  trader, 
and  delivery  to  a  clearing  house  or  receiving 
therefrom  only  the  balances  shown,  of  both 
oil  and  money ;  the  balances  of  all  the  traders 
balancing  each  other.  He  demonstrated  his 
plan  by  going  through  the  actual  operation  of 
clearing  at  a  meeting  of  the  Oil  Exchange 
called  for  this  purpose,  which  thereupon 
adopted  it  by  nearly  a  unanimous  vote,  and 
it  proved  so  simple,  that  all  the  Oil  Exchanges 
and  later  the  stock  exchanges  throughout  the 
United  States  adopted  it,  and  it  is  now  used 
by  all  stock  exchanges  and  bourses  throughout 
the  world  for  the  delivery  of  different  com- 
modities and  money  at  the  same  time.  Since 
the  successful  opera tioij^  of  this  plan  many 
persons  have  bobbed  up  in  different  cities 
claiming  to  have  invented  it,  one  New  Yorker 
even  trying  to  copyri|^ht  it;  but  these  are  all 
disposed  of  by  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Oil  City  Exchange  held  Oct.  10,  1882, 
where  appears  this  record :  "Mr.  J.  B.  Smith- 
man  presented  and  demonstrated  his  plan  for 
making  deliveries  of  oil  certificates,  consisting 
of  sheets  ruled  for  the  purpose,  one  sheet  to 
be  filled  out  each  day  by  each  trader,  showing 
his  purchases  in  a  column  on  one  side  and 
his  sales  in  a  column  on  the  other,  and  the 
amount  and  prices  thereof  in  separate  col- 
umns; the  names  of  the  sellers  and  the  pur- 
chasers in  other  columns ;  and  showing  at  the 
foot  the  amounts  of  the  balances  of  both  oil 
and  money  due  to  or  from  the  trader ;  check- 
ing up  with  each  trader  involved ;  and  delivery 
of  this  sheet  with  bank  check,  and  oil  cer- 
tificates, shown  to  be  due  from  the  trader,  to 
a  clearing  house  manager,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  prove  the  balances  and  deliver  them  to 
whomsoever  is  entitled  to  them.  The  meet- 
ing adopted  the  plan." 

In  1883  the  question  arose  among  the  hold- 
ers of  these  oil  certificates  whether  the  Na- 
tional Transit  Company  really  held  sufficient 
stocks  of  oil  to  cover  or  make  good  the  oil 
certificates  it  had  outstanding;  and  to  allay 
suspicion,  the  Pipe  Line  Company  invited  the 
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Oil  Exchanges  to  gauge  its  tanks  and  examine 
its  books.  Mr.  Smithman,  although  an  op- 
ponent of  the  alleged  ruthless  seizure  of  the 
oil  trade  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in- 
terests, was  on  account  of  his  reputation  for 
fairness  selected  by  the  Oil  Exchanges,  and 
accepted  by  the  Pipe  Line  Company,  to  act 
as  chairman  of  a  committee  to  make  the  gauge 
and  examine  the  books.  All  the  oil  stocks  of 
this  company,  amounting  to  over  thirty-six 
million  barrels  in  iron  and  wooden  tanks,  scat- 
tered over  a  large  area  of  country,  were  meas- 
ured in  one  day,  Sept.  i,  1883,  and  the  books 
of  the  company  were  later  examined,  showing 
an  excess  of  over  half  a  million  barrels  of 
oil  on  hand,  which  stimulated  the  price  of  oil, 
and  further  speculation  in  it.  On  May  14, 
1884,  the  trading  in  the  Oil  City  Exchange 
amounted  to  over  twenty-nine  million  barrels ; 
on  the  next  day,  to  over  twenty-seven  million 
barrels;  and  the  extensive  dealings  in  these 
oil  certificates  made  the  base  for  the  market 
price  of  oil  for  the  whole  world,  which  finally 
was  not  to  the  liking  of  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany. So  in  1893  ^^^  Standard  Oil  Company 
interests  stopped  buying  these  oil  certificates, 
the  issues  of  their  own  pipe  line  company,  ex- 
cept at  a  prohibitory  discount,  which  they  had 
previously  been  buying  at  market  prices  to 
replenish  their  needs  of  crude  oil;  and  an- 
nounced that  they  would  buy  only  what  are 
now  termed  **credit  balances/'  at  a  price  made 
by  themselves,  and  thus,  in  one  stroke,  was 
enacted  the  tragedy  that  killed  the  trading 
in  oil  in  the  Oil  Exchanges;  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, killed  the  Oil  Exchanges  themselves. 
In  1885  Mr.  Smithman  was  a  pioneer  in 
the  Speechley  gas  field  in  Venango  county, 
ten  miles  southeast  of  Oil  City,  drilling  sev- 
eral good  gas  wells  into  the  deep  gas  sand. 
In  1^6  he  organized  the  Manufacturers'  Gas 
Company  and  put  into  Oil  City  and  vicinity  a 
complete  substantial  gas  distribution  plant, 
in  competiton  with  a  plant  owned  by  Standard 
Oil  Company  interests,  and  made  contracts 
and  delivered  cheap  gas  for  three  years,  and 
also  helped  to  organize  the  Columbia  Gas 
Company,  selling  to  that  company  fee  and 
leased  land  of  over  one  thousand  acres.  Both 
of  these  companies  obtained  their  supply  of 
gas  from  this  gas  field,  and  after  a  war  of 
cheap  gas  became  part  of  the  United  Natural 
Gas  Company,  which  supplies  gas  in  Venan- 
go, Crawford  and  Mercer  counties.  In  1886, 
during  the  construction  of  the  gas  lines  in 
Oil  City,  he  invented  the  flexible  coupling  for 
connecting  gas  pipe  line  joints,  whereby  a  rub- 


ber ring  is  compressed  against  the  outside  of 
the  gas  pipe  by  means  of  bolts  and  a  sleeve, 
thus  making  a  tight  joint  without  a  screwed 
coupling,  and  which  is  now  in  universal  use 
on  gas  lines. 

In  1886  he  was  interested  in  the  Keystone 
Oil  Company,  being  its  secretary  and  the  man- 
ager of  its  oil  lines,  which  extended  to  the 
Tarkill  oil  field  in  Venango  county  and  to 
the  Cogley  Run  oil  field  in  Clarion  county, 
where  he  had  many  oil  wells,  and  where  the 
company  purchased  oil  directly  from  owners 
of  oil  wells  and  piped  it  to  its  refinery  below 
Rouseville.  When  a  premium  for  oil  in  these 
districts  locally  was  bid  up  by  Standard  Oil 
Company  interests  to  seventeen  cents  per  bar- 
rel, only  three  cents  below  the  price  for  this 
oil  delivered  at  the  refineries,  causing  the  pipe 
lines  of  the  company  to  be  operated  at  a  loss 
and  helping  to  reduce  the  company  itself  to 
financial  straits,  he  at  the  request  of  its  board 
of  directors  purchased  the  pipe  lines  of  the 
company  at  their  cost  to  put  the  company  in 
funds,  and  to  save  the  patrons  of  the  oil  lines 
from  financial  loss  and  from  deserting  the 
lines,  with  the  understanding  that  the  company 
could  redeem  the  pipe  lines  at  any  time  it  so 
desired.  He  paid  his  own  money  for  the  oil 
collected  by  the  oil  lines  and  sold  it  to  the 
refinery  company  at  the  market  price  deliv- 
ered, which  was  only  three  cents  per  barrel 
above  the  price  at  the  wells,  twenty  miles 
away,  and  besides  took  the  companv's  obliga- 
tions for  much  of  the  oil,  for  which  obliga- 
tions he  received  later  from  the  receiver  ten 
cents  on  the  dollar.  Adverse  interests,  how- 
ever, applied  before  Judge  Charles  E.  Taylor, 
of  the  Venango  County  court,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  receiver  of  the  company, 
whereupon  the  directors,  realizing  that  a  pos- 
sible hostile  receiver  could  wreck  the  com- 
pany, which  was  still  a  going  concern  with 
a  new,  up-to-date,  complete  refinery,  and  de- 
siring to  convert  into  quick  assets  the  entire 
property  of  the  company  while  it  was  in  good 
running  order,  and  for  which  they  had  se- 
cured, from  a  syndicate  organized  by  them- 
selves, •a  standing  oflfer  equal  to  its  entire  cost, 
and  much  more  than  enough  to  pay  all  its 
indebtedness,  made,  before  the  time  set  for 
the  hearing  for  a  receiver,  an  assignment  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors,  there  being  no 
judgment  creditors.  But  Judge  Taylor  ig- 
nored the  assignment  and  held  a  hearing  and 
in  1887  appointed  a  receiver,  who  a  year  after 
his  appointment  sold  the  entire  plant,  includ- 
ing the  oil  pipe  lines,  at  public  sales ;  Standard 
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Oil  interests  becoming  the  buyers,  and  the 
creditors  of  the  company  receiving  ten  per 
cent,  of  their  claims. 

In  April,  1888,  while  Mr.  Smithman  was 
operating  the  pipe  lines  above  referred  to,  the 
editor  of  the  Oil  City  Derrick,  a  newspaper  that 
was  owned  by  Standard  Oil  Company  interests, 
brought  suit,  as  an  informer,  in  the  Venango 
County  court  against  him  for  the  sum  of 
$80,500  penalties  for  allied  violation  of  an 
act  of  Assembly  passed  May  22,  1878,  which 
was  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  safeguarding 
owners  of  oil  in  the  custody  of  companies  or 
persons  en^^aged  in  the  busmess  of  transport- 
ing or  stonng  petroleum,  etc.  Mr.  Smithman 
coVitended  that  he  himself  owned  all  the  oil 
he  transported,  and  therefore  did  not  come 
under  the  act  and  should  not  be  compelled  to 
reveal  his  private  business  to  a  powerful  rival 
bent  on  crushing  him ;  and  feeling  that  he  and 
the  Keystone  Oil  Company  were  treated  very 
unfairly  by  the  sitting  judge  in  the  receiver 
case,  he  decided  to  apply  for  a  change  of  venue 
to  another  court,  to  try  the  penalty  case,  to 
which  change  he  was  entitled  on  account  of 
the  county  of  Venango  being  entitled  to  a 
part  of  the  penalty  to  be  recovered.  The  hear- 
ing upon  the  application  for  a  change  of  venue 
was  taken  up  by  Judge  Taylor,  who  said  to 
the  attorneys:  "Well,  gentlemen,  where  will 
you  send  this  case?"  Mr.  Smithman's  attor- 
ney, desiring  for  reasons  to  prevent  it  from 
being  sent  to  Butler  county,  forced  the  other 
side  to  make  the  first  suggestion  of  a  place, 
and  the  other  side,  probably  thinking  that  their 
first  choice  would  be  objected  to,  named  Craw- 
ford county;  to  which  Mr.  Smithman's  attor- 
ney promptly  replied :  "We  concur  in  Craw- 
ford county  and  Crawford  county  it  is."  But 
the  court  arbitrarily,  and  against  the  strenu- 
ous protest  of  Mr.  Smithman's  attorney,  took 
it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  attorneys  and  sent 
it  to  Butler  county !  Butler  county  and  Law- 
rence county  constituted  one  judicial  district, 
having  a  president  judge  who  lived  in  the  town 
of  Butler,  and  an  active  associate  judge,  who 
lived  in  the  town  of  New  Castle,  Lawrence 
county.  The  case  against  Mr.  Smithman  was 
continued  a  number  of  times,  and  he  while 
attending  the  court  sessions  observed  that  the 
president  judge  always  attended  to  the  mo- 
tions and  other  routine  work  of  the  court,  and 
the  associate  judge  always  took  the  first  jur}*^ 
and  first  case  ready  and  went  into  another 
courtroom,  and  there  tried  this  first  case. 
Here  was  a  possible  chance  to  get  the  case 
away  from  the  Tudge,  who  he  felt  had  been 
selected  by  the  \^enango  county  judge  to  try 


the  case.  So  when  the  plaintiflf's  leading  at- 
torney, who  lived  at  Oil  City,  came  to  Mr. 
Smithman  to  get  his  consent  to  "just  one  more 
continuance  of  the  case,"  he  demurred  and 
complained  of  the  many  times  he  had  his  wit- 
nesses at  court  at  large  emense  for  nothing, 
but  finally  suggested  that  it  the  case  could  he 
placed  first  on  the  list  at  the  following  term, 
so  that  he  could  tell  just  when  to  have  his 
witnesses  there  and  save  the  big  expense,  he 
might  consent  to  one  more  continuance.  To 
this  proposition  the  plaintiff's  attorney  un- 
wittingly agreed,  and  a  paper  in  accordance 
therewith  was  drawn  up,  signed,  sealed  and 
left  with  Mr.  Smithman,  and  the  plaintiff's 
Butler  lawyers  did  not  know  of  the  full  con- 
tents of  the  paper  until  the  case  was  called 
and  thus  got  first  on  the  list  at  the  next  term 
of  court,  when  it  was  tried  by  the  associate 
judge  on  its  merits.  A  vast  amount  of  testi- 
mony was  taken,  and  a  Butler  county  jury, 
upon  the  trial  of  the  case,  ending  Nov.  16, 
1889,  rendered  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendant, on  the  ground  that  the  oil  transported 
by  him  was  his  own  oil  after  receiving  it  into 
his  pipe  lines.  The  plaintiff  attacked  the  ver- 
dict in  the  columns  of  his  newspaper  with  bit- 
terness, but  the  Supreme  court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania confirmed  it,  and  thus  ended  a  hotly  con- 
tested case  that  was  watched  by  the  entire  oil 
country. 

In  1890  Mr.  Smithman  incorporated  the  Oil 
City  Street  Railway  Company,  whose  cars 
were  to  be  run  by  electric  motors;  and  being 
unable  to  make  arrangements  for  running 
street  cars  upon  the  then  existing  toll  bridges, 
and  there  being  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in 
1876,  and  regularly  digested,  prohibiting  the 
building  of  any  highway  bridge  within  three 
thousand  feet  of  any  existing  toll  bridge,  with- 
out its  consent,  he  in  1891  secured  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both 
houses  of  the  Pennsylvania  le^slature,  em- 
powering street  railways  to  build  their  own 
bridges  over  streams  within  the  State,  with 
the  consent  of  the  local  authorities ;  but  Gov- 
ernor Pattison  vetoed  the  bill  after  the  close 
of  the  session.  Mr.  Smithman  thereupon,  not 
wishing  to  wait  two  years  for  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature,  investigated  all  legislation 
and  court  decisions  upon  the  subject  of  high- 
way bridges,  and  by  combining  the  effect  of 
three  separate  decisions  of  the  Supreme  court 
of  the  State,  rendered  at  different  times,  con- 
cluded that  the  amendment  containing  the 
three  thousand  feet  limit  was  void.  In  March, 
1892,  after  three  hearings,  he  convinced  the 
secretarv  of  State  of  this  fact  and  secured  a 
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charter  to  build  the  ''Relief  Bridge"  over  the 
Allegheny  river  at  the  foot  of  Central  avenue, 
between  and  within  four  hundred  feet  of  the 
other  two  toll  bridges,  erected  prior  to  the 
act  of  1876.  He  commenced  the  construction 
of  the  bridge  piers  and  of  the  street  railway 
in  1892  after  the  great  flood  and  fire  in  Oil 
City  of  June  5th  of  that  year,  and  after  all 
his  associate  stockholders  in  both  bridge  and 
street  railway  had,  on  account  of  the  gloomy 
future  prospects,  decided  not  to  invest  any 
money  whatever  in  the  enterprise.  The  piers 
and  the  abutments  of  the  bridge  were  planned 
and  finished  at  a  height  to  go  over  the  tracks 
of  the  Allegheny  Valley  railroad  at  a  distance 
of  nineteen  feet  above  the  rails,  in  order  to 
meet  the  grade  of  Front  street ;  this  being  one 
foot  higher,  above  the  tracks,  than  was  the 
suspension  bridge,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  below;  and  two  feet  higher  than  was  the 
Petroleum  bridge,  four  hundred  feet  above. 
But  the  railroad  company  refused  to  permit 
a  span  at  a  less  distance  than  twenty-two  feet 
above  its  rails,  which  would  mean  a  jumping 
down  of  over  four  feet  at  the  south  end  of 
the  bridge,  to  get  onto  Front  street.  The  city 
engineer  refused  permission  to  raise  Front 
street.  The  railroad  company  stood  ready 
to  serve  an  injunction  against  putting  a  span 
over  its  tracks  at  a  less  distance,  and  they  had 
a  nest  of  Western  Union  telegraph  wires 
running  along  the  right  of  way,  and  located 
just  where  the  roadway  of  the  bridge  would 
come.  And  Judge  Taylor,  who  had  shown 
unfair  hostility  in  the  Keystone  cases,  and 
who  had  been  attorney  for  the  Allegheny 
Valley  Railroad  Company,  would  be  on  the 
bench  to  hear  the  application  for  an  injunc- 
tion! And  all  the  iron  work  for  the  bridge 
was  on  the  ground !  And  the  press  of  the  city 
was  attacking  him  and  his  enterprises,  making 
every  step  he  took  difficult  and  expensive! 
Here  was  a  problem !  Well,  a  few  days  before 
Decoration  Day,  1893,  mention  was  made  to 
fishermen  of  a  newly  discovered  trout  stream 
on  Stewart's  run  in  the  wilds  of  Allegheny 
township.  The  Judge,  who  was  an  ardent 
fisherman,  heard  of  it.  He  and  a  friend  of 
his,  with  fishing  rods,  were  seen  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  29th,  the  day  before  Decoration 
Day,  to  enter  the  train  for  Titusville,  on  the 
way  to  Stewart's  run.  During  the  early  hours 
of  Decoration  Day  holes  were  dug  in  front  of 
two  telegraph  poles  above,  and  two  poles 
below,  the  location  of  the  bridge  span;  the 
poles  were  then  sawed  oflF  at  the  level  of  the 
ground,  and  dropped  bodily  into  the  holes,  thus 
lowering  the  nest  of  wires  down  out  of  the 


way  of  the  roadway  of  the  bridge  before  day- 
light, the  holes  were  all  carefully  filled  up,  the 
ground  covered  with  locomotive  cinders  as 
before.  The  two  heavy  iron  plate  girders, 
ninety  feet  long,  weighing  twenty  tons  each, 
composing  the  sides  of  the  span  to  go  over 
the  three  railroad  tracks,  were  up  in  the  air 
on  gin  poles  at  six  a.  m.,  out  of  reach  of  the 
switch  engine  that  came  tearing  down  the  mid- 
dle track  five  minutes  later  to  ram  them  down. 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  yardmaster,  scrutinized  the 
nest  of  wires,  the  poles,  the  ground  and  all 
surroundings,  but  could  not  figure  out  what 
had  been  done  to  the  nest  of  telegraph  wires. 
Front  street  was  lined  with  spectators  all  day, 
watching  and  cheering  the  speedy  workmen, 
who  by  night  had  completed  the  iron  work 
of  the  span,  the  south  end  of  which  rested  on 
the  south  abutment,  and  the  north  end  on  its 
own  iron  pedestal.  The  railroad  attorney, 
after  frantic  eflForts,  got  Judge  Taylor  located, 
and  served  papers  on  Mr.  Smithman  for  a 
hearing  at  four  p.  m.  on  the  following  day 
at  Franklin,  in  proceedings  for  an  injunction. 
But  before  the  hearing  took  place  the  span 
was  finished,  with  street  car  tracks  in  place 
and  loaded  hand  cars  running  over  them,  and 
crowds  of  people  using  the  span,  although  no 
other  span  was  as  yet  completed.  At  the 
hearing  his  papers  showed  the  court  that  he 
had  a  charter  to  erect  and  operate  a  highway 
bridge  over  the  Allegheny  river  with  ap- 
proaches to  Front  street  and  to  Main  street, 
on  plans  duly  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  that  the  span  in  question  had  a  clear- 
ance over  the  railroad  tracks  of  one  foot  more 
than  a  bridge  located  three  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  below,  and  two  feet  more  than  another 
bridge  located  four  hundred  feet  above,  and 
that  the  span  was  in  daily  use  and  did  not 
interfere  with  railroad  traffic,  that  the  A.  V. 
Railroad  Company  had  a  summit  in  the  road- 
bed one  and  a  half  feet  high,  right  under  the 
bridge  span,  and  that  no  injunction  could  in- 
terfere with  public  use  of  his  bridge.  The 
judge  took  the  papers  and  gave  no  decision, 
and  the  problem  was  solved.  The  bridge, 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  feet  long,  was  fin- 
ished during  the  financial  panic  of  1893,  when 
occurred  a  frightful  shrinking  of  values,  and 
the  first  street  car  was  run  over  it  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  Nov.  30th,  of  that  year.  The 
price  of  oil  during  all  of  1892  and  most  of 
the  year  1893  was  below  sixty  cents  per  barrel, 
on  account  of  the  large  production  of  the  Mc- 
Donald oil  field  in  Allegheny  county,  and  new 
oil  fields  in  West  Virginia,  so  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Oil  City  and  the  "upper  country'' 
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migrated  in  droves  to  these  new  oil  fields, 
which,  together  with  the  effects  of  the  dis- 
astrous fire  of  1892,  created  a  feeling  of  un- 
certainty as  to  the  future  of  Oil  City,  and 
therefore  the  building,  by  Mr.  Smithman,  dur- 
ing these  panicky  times,  of  the  new  bridge, 
with  one-penny  toll  for  foot  passengers,  as 
compared  with  the  three  cents  on  the  upper 
bridge,  and  the  construction  of  the  street  rail- 
way, he  furnishing  all  the  money  for  both  and 
giving  employment  to  a  large  number  of  idle 
men,  were,  with  the  exception  of  the  public 
press,  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  people 
of  Oil  City,  but  also  soon  forgotten.  These 
public  improvements  engendered  a  feeling  of 
confidence  in  the  future  of  Oil  City  and  en- 
couraged people  to  buy  homes  and  locate  here 
permanently.  Property  values  in  the  city  and 
particularly  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  in- 
creased millions  of  dollars  in  a  short  time. 
In  1894  and  1895  Mr.  Smithman  extended  the 
street  railway  to  Cottage  Hill;  to  the  East 
End;  and  to  the  West  End,  and  finding  that 
the  street  railway  business  would  not  pay  in 
Oil  City  he  purchased  five  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  forest  lands  in  Cranberry  township, 
midway  between  Oil  City  and  Franklin,  and 
thereon  founded  what  was  known  as  **Smith' 
man  Park,*'  and  in  July,  1896,  against  the  pro- 
test of  the  newspapers,  extended  his  street 
railway  to  it,  with  a  view  of  extending  the 
railway  later  to  Franklin.  This  park  has  an 
ideal  location,  contains  valuable  mineral 
springs,  and  at  once  became  a  popular  resort 
for  all  classes,  attracting  picnics  from  all 
the  nearby  towns  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, which  had  previously  gone  to  distant 
places,  at  large  expense  and  tedious  travel. 
The  park  thus  became  a  valuable  asset  to  Oil 
City,  Franklin,  and  the  surrounding  country, 
as  well  as  to  the  street  railway  company. 
Early  in  1895  the  bar  of  X'enango  county  held 
a  public  meeting  and  there  decided  to  impeach 
Charles  E.  Taylor,  judge  of  the  Venango 
County  court,  and  appointed  a  committee  of 
three  to  prepare  articles  of  impeachment  to 
be  presented  to  the  State  legislature.  This 
committee  called  upon  Mr.  Smithman  to  get 
his  testimony  in  connection  with  the  Keystone 
cases  and  he  had  the  belated  opportunity  of 
showing  them  the  ruinous  resuhs  of  diverted 
law  and  justice  as  administered  by  the  judge 
in  these  cases.    Judge  Taylor  resigned. 

In  August,  1900,  Mr.  Smithman  sold  the 
"Relief  Bridge"  to  the  county  at  half  its  cost, 
to  be  made,  against  the  violent  protest  of  the 
Oil  City  public  press,  a  free  bridge — the  first 
free  bridge  over  the  river  in  Oil  City.    Mem- 


bers of  the  Citizens'  Traction  Company  and  of 
the  press  started  proceedings  to  enjoin  the 
county  commissioners  from  closing  the  deal, 
but  they  failed. 

In  1900  he  secured  an  ordinance  to  build 
a  street  railway  in  the  city  of  Franklin,  and 
a  permit  from  the  War  Department  to  erect 
a  bridge  over  the  Allegneny  river  to  enter 
that  town  at  Third  street,  and  commenced  the 
erection  of  piers  for  this  bridge  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the, street  railway  from  the  Park 
to  Franklin,  and  also  commenced  the  con- 
struction, on  his  lands,  of  a  dam  one  mile 
below  the  Park  for  a  lake.  But  before  their 
completion  he  sold,  Jan.  14,  1901,  his  street 
railway  and  the  surface  of  sixty  acres  of  the 
Park  lands,  including  the  Auditorium,  restau- 
rant and  pavilion,  to  the  Citizens'  Traction 
Company,  which  backed  by  the  press  of  the 
city  had  secured  an  ordinance  to  build  a  rival 
street  railway  in  Oil  City,  including  the  right 
to  use  the  tracks  of  Mr.  Smithman's  road 
through  the  center  of  the  city  and  the  con- 
struction of  which  was  actively  progressing 
— and  he  knew  that  there  was  no  room  finan- 
cially for  two  street  railway  systems.  The 
new  company  changed  the  name  of  Smith- 
man  Park  to  Monarch  Park. 

In  1901,  after  the  opening  of  the  Spindle 
Top  gusher  oil  field,  near  Beaumont,  Texas, 
Mr.  Smithman  was  invited  to  come  to  Hous- 
ton, Texas,  to  help  form  the  King  Oil  Com- 
pany, a  three  million  dollar  oil  corporation, 
which  had  oil  leases  in  the  coastal  counties  of 
Texas,  including  the  renowned  King  ranch  of 
a  million  and  a  half  acres  in  Nueces  county. 
He  examined  the  charter  of  the  company, 
which  was  the  same  as  others  that  were  being 
granted  in  Texas,  and  he  convinced  the  two 
lawyers  on  the  board  of  the  company  and  the 
attorney  general  of  the  State  that  these  char- 
ters were  invalid,  because  they  authorized 
leasing  and  buying  of  oil  lands ;  operating  for 
oil ;  refining,  selling  and  dealing  therein ;  and 
also  the  laying  and  operating  of  pipe  lines  for 
transporting  oil,  and  condemning  lands  for 
rights  of  way  therefor;  the  latter,  as  he 
claimed,  being  a  common  carrier  public  serv- 
ice business,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
former,  and  therefore  not  germane  as  required 
by  law.  The  charter  was  changed,  and  there- 
after no  more  such  charters  were  granted  in 
Texas.  The  promoters  of  the  company, 
which  included  Pittsburgh  (Pa.)  oil  men,  had 
taken  the  leases  on  the  northeast  and  south- 
west belt  line  theory,  prevailing  in  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  oil  and  gas 
fields.     He  convinced  the  board  of  the  com- 
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pany  and  the  Texas  State  geologist  that  Texas 
does  not  belong  to  the  domain  of  the  Appa- 
lachian mountain  range,  and  that  anticlines 
and  dwnes  in  Texas  would  be  dominated  by 
the  Rocky  mountain  system  and  would  run 
northwest.  Mr.  Smithman  was  thereupon 
elected  president  of  the  King  Oil  Company, 
although  another  man  had  been  selected  for 
the  office.  Three  wells  were,  however,  drilled 
by  the  company  on  the  leases  already  taken, 
but  they  were  barren  of  oil.  The  one  well 
drilled  on  the  King  ranch  and  the  well  drilled 
in  Jackson  county  proved  the  presence  of  ar- 
tesian waters,  which  knowledge  was  of  incal- 
culable benefit  to  the  coastal  r^on.  The  enor- 
mous production  of  the  Spindle  Top  fuel  oil 
pool  sent  the  price  of  this  oil  down  to  five 
cents  per  barrel,  and  the  King  Oil  Company 
and  many  others  quit  the  business. 

In  1866  Mr.  Smithman  was  secretary  of 
the  Petroleum  Institute,  the  first  organiza- 
tion to  engage  in  library  and  literary  work 
in  Oil  City,  and  in  1873,  after  the  general 
exodus  of  oil  men  from  Qil  City  to  the  rich 
oil  fields  of  Butler  county,  the  library,  which 
was  then  located  in  the  third  story  of  a  build- 
ing then  owned  by  D.  L,  Trax,  on  Seneca 
street,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Erie  railroad 
tracks,  was  sold  out  by  the  owner  of  the 
building  on  a  landlord's  warrant.  Mr.  Smith- 
man  bought  the  library,  some  two  thousand 
volumes,  with  the  bookshelves,  and  gave  it 
to  the  Young  Men*s  Christian  Association, 
which  then  had  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  Lamberton  block.  Here  he  again  had  to 
redeem  it  from  arrears  of  rent,  and  later  pre- 
sented the  library  to  the  schopl  board  for  the 
south  side  high  school.  He  was  <:hairman  of 
the  building  committee  that  erected  the  Car- 
negie Library  building  on  Central  avenue  in 
1902,  and  was  the  president  of  the  Library 
Commission  for  several  years  thereafter.  He 
gave  liberal  sums  of  money  to  pay  for  books, 
and  also  donated  the  money  to  found  the 
"Renting  Collection,"  now  a  popular  institu- 
tion of  the  present  library.  He  also  gave  one 
third  of  the  cost  of  the  brick  edifice  that 
housed  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  be- 
fore the  present  stone  structure  was  erected 
in  1913. 

After  Mr.  Smithman  sold  his  street  rail- 
way, he  had  on  his  hands,  in  the  west  end, 
a  street  railway  power  house  and  machinery 
for  making  gas  engines,  and  he  sold  a  one-half 
interest  in  it  to  Edward  Gray  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  gas  engines  under  the  name  of 
Riverside  Engine  Company,  with  Mr.  Gray 
as  manager.     The  works  were  materially  en- 


larged, but  the  venture  was  unsuccessful,  and 
the  plant  is  now  owned  by  the  Pittsburgh  Fil- 
ter Company. 

Mr.  Smithman  now  lives  in  a  fine  residence 
at  No.  113  West  First  street,  in  the  Fourth 
ward  of  Oil  City.  He  was  married  June  9, 
1874,  at  Paterson,  N.  J.,  to  Julia  Hathaway, 
of  that  place,  a  descendant  of  General  Hath- 
away, who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. They  have  four  children,  Frederick, 
Howard,  Mabel  and  Carlotta.  Fred  is  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  How- 
ard is  in  the  United  States  navy  in  the  war 
against  Germany,  having  enlisted  for  four 
years. 

ROBERT  CRAWFORD,  M.  D.,  deceased. 
For  fifty-five  years  there  was  no  better  known 
citizen  of  that  part  of  Venango  county  lying 
around  Cooperstown — as  well  as  the  adjoin- 
ing sections  of  Mercer  and  Crawford  coun- 
ties— than  Dr.  Robert  Crawford.  As  a  phy- 
sician he  maintained  a  position  of  authority 
through  the  most  remarl^ble  period  of  transi- 
tion which  the  profession  has  experienced,  a 
fact  which  implies  that  he  was  a  leader  in 
advocating  and  adopting  many  of  the  signifi- 
cant phases  of  the  change  from  obsolete  to 
modem  customs  in  medical  practice.  Besides 
carrying  the  responsibilities  of  an  unusually 
large  patronage,  in  a  country  region  where  pa- 
tients were  scattered  over  a  wide  territory. 
Dr.  Crawford  kept  himself  in  close  touch  with 
the  important  advances  made  in  his  chosen 
calling,  continuing  his  studies  to  keep  up  with 
the  demands  of  the  new  order  of  things,  sup- 
ported professional  associations  and  their  ob- 
jects, bestirred  himself  and  his  fellow  citizens 
in  matters  relating  to  the  public  welfare,  arid 
was  diligent  in  looking  after  his  private  affairs. 
He  had  a  dominating  nature  which  made  him 
a  born  leader,  but  his  influence  was  always 
exerted  with  an  unselfish  regard  for  the  gen- 
eral good  which  gained  him  friendly  esteem 
throughout  life.  His  four  sons  have  shown 
many  of  their  father's  characteristics,  espe- 
cially vigor  of  intellect  and  pro|;^ressive  ten- 
dencies, and  through  their  activities  the  name 
has  been  prominent  up  to  the  present  time  in 
professional,  commercial,  financial  and  agri- 
cultural interests  in  this  section.  The  records 
of  Venango  county  bear  strong  witness  to  the 
useful  part  they  have  played  in  its  history. 

The  Crawfords  are  of  Scotch-Irish  extrac- 
tion. Dr.  Crawford  was  bom  May  16,  181 5, 
at  Omagh,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  third  son 
of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Ramsey)  Crawford, 
who  brought  him  to  America  in   1821.     His 
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elder  brother  had  taken  refuge  in  this  country 
after  getting  into  difficulties  over  killing  the 
dog  of  a  nobleman,  and  believing  that  the  fam- 
ily would  do  better  here  persuaded  his  parents 
to  leave  their  old  home.  He  returned  to  Ire- 
land to  accompany  them  hither,  but  died  on 
the  ocean  on  the  return  trip  with  them,  when 
within  sig^t  of  America.  By  his  advice  the 
family  intended  settling  near  Freeport,  111., 
and  after  landing  they  continued  their  jour- 
ney toward  that  point,  but  the  father  also 
died,  while  they  were  on  their  way  up  the 
lakes,  near  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  the  mother, 
having  acquaintances  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  de- 
cided it  would  be  best  to  go  there.  Leaving 
the  boat  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  she  proceeded 
with  her  three  sons,  William,  Robert  and  John, 
by  wagon,  and  arriving  at  Pittsburgh  resided 
there  some  years,  the  children  attending  the 
public  schools.  Later  they  lived  at  Clinton,  Alle- 
gheny county,  not  far  from  Pittsburgh,  and 
when  William  and  Robert  settled  at  Coopers- 
town,  Venango  county,  the  mother  joined 
them  there.  William  farmed  at  Cooperstown 
for  some  years,  later  settling  in  Mercer  county. 
The  third  brother,  John,  also  came  to  Coopers- 
town,  but  lived  there  only  six  months,  return- 
ing to  Pittsburgh,  and  he  became  ver>'  prom- 
inent in  the  medical  profession  there  and  later 
in  Philadelphia. 

Robert  Crawford  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  Pittsburgh  and  began  to  read  medicine 
there  with  Dr.  John  Wilson.  In  those  days 
dissecting  was  not  looked  upon  with  favor, 
and  the  young  man,  in  his  zeal  after  knowl- 
edge which  he  considered  necessary,  having 
stolen  a  body  for  that  purpose  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  city.  He  went  on  foot  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  continued  his  medical  studies, 
attending  lectures  in  the  Ohio  Medical  Col- 
lege and  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Gross,  one  of  the 
greatest  men  of  his  time  in  the  profession,  but 
then  in  hiding  for  the  same  action,  which  was 
a  legal  offense  in  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Gross 
became  noted  as  a  surgeon  and  author  of  med- 
ical works,  including  the  famous  **System  of 
Surgery,"  and  was  one  of  the  leading  lights  of 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and 
his  influence  was  without  doubt  a  valuable  part 
of  the  young  man's  training.  They  were  kin- 
dred spirits,  and  the  friendship  formed 
then  lasted  through  life.  Dr.  Crawford 
came  to  Cooperstown  in  May,  1837,  his 
brother  William  having  previously  settled 
there,  and  in  a  notice  in  the  Venango  Spec- 
tator announced  that  he  would  be  at  his  office 
except  when  absent  on  professional  calls.  The 
industrious  habits  of  his  early  years  persisted 


to  the  close  of  his  life.    Forty  years  later  it 
was  said  that  he  had  ridden  more  miles  and 
visited  more  patients  than  any  other  physician 
in  western  Pennsylvania.     He  was  known  to 
prescribe  for  as  many  as   forty  patients  on 
one  trip.    Nevertheless  he  managed  his  duties 
so  well  that  he  was  rarely  away  from  home  at 
night.     Having  kept  up  his  studies,  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  at 
Cincinnati,  in  1845,  and  a  niunber  of  years 
later  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  1857.    Dr.  Craw- 
ford   was    not    only    popular   and    respected 
among  his  patrons,  but  no  less  so  among  his 
fellow  practitioners,  with  whom  he  had  the 
reputation  of  being  the  best  diagnostician  ever 
in  Venango  county.    He  took  great  interest  in 
the  organizations  of  fhe  medical   fraternity, 
being  a  charter  member  of  the  county  medical 
society,  which  he  served  as  president ;  a  prom- 
inent member  and  vice  president  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania  State   Medical    Society;  and  a   life 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
For  over  twenty  years  he  was  censor  of  the 
medical   department  of   Wooster  University, 
Ohio,  and  he  served  for  a  considerable  period 
as  a  United  States  pension  examining  surgeon. 
Dr.    Crawford's   known  probity,   combined 
with  his  medical  learning,  caused  him  to  be 
called    frequently    as    expert    witness    when 
brother  doctors  were  on  trial  or  in  other  cases 
when    reliable    scientific    testimony    was    re- 
quired.   He  himself  was  twice  sued  for  mal- 
practice, and   it  is  noteworthy  that  the  two 
suits,  about  forty  years  apart,  were  brought 
by  members  of  the  same  family.    At  the  sec- 
ond trial  Dr.  Gross  was  called  as  expert  wit- 
ness, and  the  Doctor  was  acquitted  after  a 
hearing  by  jury,  who  decided  that  the  charge 
was  false.    The  prosecutor  is  still  alive.     Dr. 
Crawford  had  wonderful  self  control  and  was 
slow  to  anger,  but  once  aroused  he  would  let 
nothing  interfere  with  the  satisfaction  of  his 
sense  of  justice,  and  though  there  was  nothing 
belligerent  about  his   nature  he   would   fight 
to  maintain  his  convictions,  which  he  did  not 
form  until  he  had  made  careful  study  of  a 
subject  and  had  little  doubt  about  the  right. 
On  one   occasion,   when   asked  an   insulting 
question  by  an  attorney  in  court,  he  flew  into 
a  rage  and  proposed  to  defend  himself,  until 
the  judge  rebuked  the  attorney.    He  knew  his 
legal  rights  and  stood  for  them  firmly,  both  as 
a  professional  man  and  a  private  citizen.     In 
practice  he  was  honest  in  his  opinions  and 
sincere  in  all  his  relations  with  patients,  tak- 
ing his  work  seriously,  with  a  keen  sense  of 
his  responsibility.     He  was  a  stickler  for  pro- 
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fessional  ethics,  and  until  his  death  had  the 
highest  standing  in  all  his  connections  with 
the  medical  fraternity.  As  a  man  of  affairs 
he  was  equally  respected,  occupying  a  substan- 
tial position  in  business  associations.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Franklin  and  for  over  twenty-five 
years  one  of  the  directors  of  that  institution. 
He  acquired  the  ownership  of  fine  farm  lands 
in  Venango  and  Mercer  counties,  some  of  the 
most  valuable  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  a  Mason, 
and  sustained  his  interest  in  all  these  connec- 
tions to  the  end  of  his  life,  dying  on  Christ- 
mas morning,  1892,  as  the  result  of  a  fall. 
He  was  seventy-seven  years  old. 

In  1838  Dr.  Crawford  married  Sarah  P. 
Kelly,  daughter  of  John  Kelly,  of  Center 
county,  Pa.,  a  farmer,  who  moved  to  Coopers- 
town,  Venango  county,  when  she  was  fourteen 
years  old.  Mrs.  Crawford's  sisters  all  died 
young.  Her  brother  Hon.  James  K.  Kelly 
went  to  California  during  the  gold  excitement 
and  was  later  an  early  settler  in  Oregon, 
where  he  became  prominent  as  a  lawyer,  drew 
up  the  State  constitution,  served  as  judge  of 
the  Supreme  court  of  that  State,  and  was  sub- 
sequently elected  United  States  senator.  He 
died  in  Oregon.  Another  brother,  Dr.  Andrew 
Kelly,  went  West  during  the  gold  excitement 
and  lived  at  Archangel,  California. 

Mrs.  Crawford  died  July  21,  1888,  after  a 
long  married  life.  Of  their  eight  children, 
Elizabeth  A.  married  Hugh  Smith,  of  Coch- 
ranton.  Pa.;  John  K.  entered  the  medical 
profession,  practicing  at  Cooperstown ;  James 
R.  settled  on  a  farm  in  Mercer  county,  where 
his  wife  died  ten  years  ago,  and  he  h  now 
living  retired  at  Mercer;  William  Andrew  is 
mentioned  below;  Homer  C,  bom  Sept.  26, 
1853,  ''ves  in  Jackson  township;  Emma  mar- 
ried F.  A.  Curtis,  of  Cochranton;  Etta  and 
Sarah  Ella  complete  the  family. 

John  Kelly  Crawford,  M.  D.,  after  taking 
a  course  at  Allegheny  College  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  his  father.  Dr.  Robert 
Crawford,  and  then  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  After  his  first  course  of  lec- 
tures there  he  commenced  practice  in  Coopers- 
town,  and  in  Titusville  with  Dr.  Jennings,  con- 
tinuing for  five  years,  until  1864.  Returning 
to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  he  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1869,  after 
which  he  resumed  practice  in  Cooperstown, 
returning  to  Philadelphia  very  frequently  for 
post-graduate  courses.  Although  known  as  a 
fine  general  practitioner,  he  has  had  more  than 
a  local  reputation  as  a  surgeon,  and  has  made 


himself  a  name  worthy  of  the  descendant  of 
his  respected  and  talented  father. 

William  Andrew  Crawford  was  born  at 
Cooperstown  April  25,  1849,  ^nd  has  always 
resided  there.  After  the  preliminary  training 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  he  entered 
Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  besides 
studying  one  year  at  Waterford  (Pa.)  Acad- 
emy. In  April,  1869,  when  he  was  but  twenty 
years  old,  he  formed  a  business  association 
with  his  brother,  James  R.  Crawford,  taking 
over  the  general  store  of  L.  T.  Lamberton, 
who  had  started  the  business  in  1862  and  in 
1865  built  the  double  store  which  Mr.  Craw- 
ford still  occupies.  The  older  brother  had 
some  experience,  having  been  a  salesman  in 
New  York  City,  and  the  trade  thrived  under 
their  management,  being  continued  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  R.  Crawford  and  Brother  un- 
til James  R.  Crawford  withdrew,  in  1874,  to 
engage  in  farmitig  in  Mercer  county.  Since 
that  year  William  A.  Crawford  has  conducted 
the  business  alone,  a  period  of  forty-four 
years.  It  is  forty-nine  years  since  he  and  his 
brother  made  their  venture,  and  during  that 
time  he  has  witnessed  many  remarkable 
changes  in  business  practice.  In  the  first  ten 
or  fifteen  years  of  his  experience  he  made  the 
largest  sales,  which  is  hard  to  understand  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  at  present,  with  about 
half  the  volume  of  business,  he  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  carry  twice  the  quantity  of  stock.  In 
former  years  the  stock  was  more  varied,  as 
stores  were  fewer  and  other  trading  centers 
not  easy  of  access.  Customers  nowadays  are 
much  more  exacting,  and  this  spirit  has  de- 
veloped to  such  an  extent  in  the  shoe  trade 
especially  that  Mr.  Crawford  has  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  drop  that  line  entirely.  There  was  a 
time  when  a  customer  would  not  hesitate  to 
take  a  No.  9  boot  if  he  could  not  get  a  No.  8. 
In  the  old  days  he  often  had  twenty  thousand 
pounds  of  wool  on  hand ,'  now  he  does  not  buy 
more  than  two  thousand  annually,  as  compared 
with  twenty  thousand  thirty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Crawford  has  always  been  intensely 
interested  in  agricultural  affairs,  and  for  six- 
teen years  he  was  chairman  of  the  Farmers* 
Institute  of  Venango  county,  holding  the  posi- 
tion until  two  years  ago.  In  that  capacity  he 
attended  all  the  institutes  held  in  the  county, 
and  though  there  was  no  salary  attached  to  the 
position  as  now  he  gave  his  time  generously 
in  their  management,  securing  speakers,  pay- 
ing bills,  supporting  directors  of  institutes  and 
laboring  zealously  to  attract  the  farmers  to  the 
meetings,  where  they  could  exchange  ideas 
and   experiences.     The   attendance  originally 
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was  limited  to  twenty  or  thirty,  but  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  watching  the  interest 
strengthen  until  it  reached  hundreds.  For- 
merly it  was  difficult  to  get  proper  places  for 
the  meetings,  but  there  is  no  difficulty  on  that 
score  in  these  days.  The  influence  of  these  insti- 
tutes has  permeated  every  avenue  of  farm  life, 
in  which  fact  Mr.  Crawford  considers  himself 
well  rewarded  for  the  time  that  he  devoted 
to  the  work.  During  his  association  therewith 
it  was  under  the  administration  of  A.  L.  Mar- 
tin, who  was  deputy  secretary  of  agriculture 
and  director  of  State  Institutes,  and  the  coun- 
ty chairmen  gave  their  time  and  efforts  for 
the  benefit  of  the  cause  without  financial  com- 
pensation, placing  the  aflfairs  of  the  Institutes 
upon  the  systematic  basis  on  which  they  are 
now  conducted.  Under  the  present  adminis- 
tration the  county  chairman  receives  twenty- 
five  dollars  for  each  day's  work — substantial 
testimony  of  its  value.  Mr.  Crawford  is  now 
State  vice  president  of  the  Farmers'  National 
Congress,  and  as  such  has  the  appointing  of 
the  delegates  from  the  State  to  attend  the 
national  sessions,  where  legislation  aflfecting 
agricultural  interests  is  discussed  and  formu- 
lated. The  work  of  the  Pennsylvania  dele- 
gates has  been  a  substantial  tribute  to  his  good 
judgment.  He  himself  owns  two  good  farms. 
Though  not  ambitious  for  public  offices  Mr. 
Crawford  has  accepted  several  and  discharged 
their  duties  with  commendable  regard  for  the 
wishes  of  his  fellow  citizens,  having  served  as 
member  of  the  school  board,  burgess,  etc.  He 
is  a  regular  voter.  He  is  a  member  and  trus- 
tee of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  Mason 
in  fraternal  affiliation,  belonging  to  Franklin 
Commandery,  K.  T.,  Pittsburgh  Consistory 
(Scottish  Rite)  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  of 
Erie.  His  interest  has  led  him  to  attend  the 
national  conclaves,  and  all  his  outings  with 
his  Masonic  brethren  have  proved  highly  en- 
joyable. 

In  October,  1875,  Mr.  Crawford  was  mar- 
ried, at  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  to  Jemima  Linn 
Johnston,  of  that  place,  daughter  of  Col.  An- 
drew and  Jemima  (McCalmont)  Johnston,  of 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and  granddaughter  on  the 
maternal  side  of  Joseph  McCalmont.  of  Sugar 
creek  valley,  in  which  Cooperstown  is  located. 
They  have  had  one  daug^hter,  Sara,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Wilham  F.  Dana,  of  Belpre,  Ohio, 
and  now,  with  her  eleven-year-old  son,  An- 
drew Crawford  Dana,  makes  her  home  with 
her  parents. 

THOMAS  J.  FREWEN,  late  of  Franklin, 
was  a  resident  of  that  city  for  over  half  a  cen- 


tury, and  commanded  the  highest  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens  by  his  substantial  worth  and 
honorable  character.  For  twenty-five  years  he 
held  a  recognized  position  in  business  circles 
as  one  of  the  most  reliable  merchants  in  the 
town,  adding  to  his  reputation  by  faithful  pub- 
lic service  which  enabled  him  to  use  his  ability 
for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  was  a 
man  of  his  word,  earnestly  desiring  to  live  up 
to  all  his  obligations  in  any  of  the  relations 
of  life,  and  well  earned  the  reward  of  leisure 
which  he  enjoyed  during  his  latter  years. 

Mr.  Frewen  was  of  Irish  birth,  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Delia  Frewen.  The  parents,  also 
natives  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  1849, 
locating  first  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  later 
living  at  Sellersville,  Bucks  County,  this  State, 
at  Jersey  City  and  in  South  Carolina  before  set- 
tling at  Franklin,  Venango  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  year  1861.  The  father  was  em- 
ployed here  for  many  years  at  the  Boston  Iron 
Works,  and  remained  a  resident  of  Franklin 
until  he  passed  away.  May  26,  191 7,  in  his 
one  hundredth  year.  The  mother  died  March 
25,  1885,  in  her  seventy-eighth  year.  They  were 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  belonging  in 
St.  Patrick's  parish  in  Franklin.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, Patrick  died  in  New  York  City;  Thomas 
J.  is  mentioned  below;  Mary  resides  in  New 
York  City;  Martin  J.  died  August  6,  1917,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Margaret,  wife  of  W.  J.  Gal- 
ligher,  lives  on  Otter  Street,  Franklin. 

Thomas  J.  Frewen  was  bom  April  12,  1842, 
at  Castle  Shannon,  County  Limerick,  Ireland, 
and  was  in  his  eighth  year  when  he  accompa- 
nied his  parents  to  this  country.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  at  the  various  places  where 
the  family  resided,  and  while  they  were  at  Jer- 
sey City  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  black- 
smith's trade,  which  he  continued  to  follow 
after  the  removal  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  in  1861.  In 
that  capacity  he  was  in  the  employ  of  James 
Smith,  of  the  Boston  Iron  Works,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  until  he  went  into  business  for 
hmself,  in  1875.  That  year  he  became  the 
owner  of  a  grocery  store  in  Thirteenth  Street, 
where  C.  H.  Hollister  is  now  doing  business, 
vud  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  in  which 
he  remained  in  that  line  he  built  up  the  leading 
trade,  his  establishment  commanding  the  widest 
patronage  in  the  city.  Mr.  Frewen  deserved 
his  success,  for  it  was  accomplished  through  a 
consistent  policy  of  first-class  service  to  all 
his  customers.  He  made  it  a  point  to  supply 
them  unfailingly  with  the  best  goods  in  the 
market,  to  engage  well-trained  and  obliging  em- 
ployes, to  pay  prompt  attention  to  all  orders, 
and  to  keep  a  strict  personal  oversight  of  all 
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the  details  of  his  business,  and  he  had  his  re- 
ward in  their  loyalty  and  confidence.  Thor- 
oughly progressive,  he  always  kept  ahead  of 
the  demands  of  his  trade,  keeping  his  patrons 
assured  of  his  interest  in  serving  them  well. 
When  he  retired  in  1901  he  turned  the  business 
over  to  his  nephew,  Daniel  J.  Pre  wen,  who 
continued  it  for  fifteen  years  according  to  the 
same  standards,  being  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous grocers  in  this  section.  Thereafter  Mr. 
Frewen  was  out  of  active  business  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Nov.  27,  1916,  at 
his  home.  No.  1427  Otter  street,  in  the  Second 
ward,  where  he  resided  from  the  time  he  came 
to  Franklin.  He  was  its  representative  in  the 
city  council  for  one  term,  doing  good  work 
as  a  member  of  that  body,  in  which  he  made 
a  reputation  for  public  spirit  that  was  quite 
characteristic  of  him  and  greatly  to  his  credit. 
His  death  was  regretted  as  a  loss  to  the  com- 
munity no  less  than  to  his  family. 

On  April  i,  1872,  Mr.  Frewen  married  Mar- 
garet Walsh,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born 
in  March,  1848,  in  County  Kilkenny,  Ireland, 
daughter  of  Dennis  Walsh.  She  continues  to 
occupy  the  homestead  on  Otter  street,  Frank- 
lin. Mrs.  Frewen  is  a  member  of  St.  Patrick's 
Catholic  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Frewen  also 
belonged.   Politically  he  was  a  Democrat. 

JOHN  WILSON,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  earliest 
physicians  in  the  northeastern  section  of  Ve- 
nango county,  was  a  popular  representative 
of  his^  profession  there  for  some  thirty  years 
and  even  more  widely  known  as  an  oil  oper- 
ator, his  extensive  oil  investments  including 
interests  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  The 
handsome  home  which  he  erected  at  Pleasant- 
ville,  probably  the  finest  in  the  county  at  the 
time  of  its  construction,  is  now  occupied  by 
his  son  Samuel  Q.  Wilson,  who  has  also  met 
with  notable  success  as  an  oil  producer.  Maj. 
John  Wilson,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  North  of  Ireland  and  a  pioneer  in 
the  Sugarcreek  valley  in  this  county.  He  and 
his  wife  Catharine  (Sutley)  had  two  sons, 
John  and  Samuel,  the  latter  going  west  when 
a  young  man  and  remaining  in  that  section 
until  his  death. 

John  Wilson  was  born  about  1827-28  in 
what  is  now  Jackson  (then  Sugarcreek)  town- 
ship, Venango  county,  some  four  miles  west 
of  Franklin,  and  reached  a  good  age,  dying 
in  March,  1893.  He  had  received  an  unusually 
good  education  for  the  day,  attending  Alle- 
gheny College  at  Meadville  before  he  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine,  with  Dr.  Samuel 
Axtell,  of   Mercer  county.     He  was   gradu- 


ated in  1843  from  Qeveland  Medical  College, 
and  began  practice  at  Neillsburg,  Forest  Co., 
Pa.,  which  lies  four  miles  east  of  Pleasant- 
ville,  Venango  county,  and  at  one  time,  before 
the  days  of  the  oil  development,  was  the  prin- 
cipal (village  in  that  section.  Its  academy  and 
other  desirable  features  are  now  only  memo- 
ries. There  Dr.  Wilson  continued  to  make 
his  home  until  his  removal  to  Pleasantville 
about  1868,  maybe  a  little  later,  and  he  had 
the  usual  experiences  of  a  reliable  general 
practitioner  in  a  country  region,  many  of  his 
calls  coming  from  remote  settlements  and  ne- 
cessitating long  rides  on  horseback  through  the 
forests  and  across  streams,  regardless  of 
weather  conditions  or  personal  comfort.  Wild 
animals  were  still  numerous  here  then,  and 
deer  were  a  common  sight,  while  he  often  met 
bear  and  other  dangerous  game.  He  was  well 
suited  for  his  chosen  calling,  having  a  genial 
personality  and  helpful  disposition  which  in- 
spired his  patients  with  courage  and  hope  as 
well  as  confidence,  his  very  touch  and  man- 
ner having  a  stimulating  effect  which  no  doubt 
contributed  as  much  to  his  professional  suc- 
cess as  his  skill.  Among  his  clientele  were 
many  families  to  whom  he  had  ministered  for 
two  full  generations.  Throughout  his  life  he 
gave  most  of  his  time  to  his  practice,  but  for 
years  his  principal  financial  interests  were  in 
oil  properties.  He  was  associated  with  his 
brother-in-law,  the  late  Samuel  Q.  Brown,  in 
many  transactions  even  after  Mr.  Brown's 
removal  to  New  York  City,  including  heavy 
investments  in  the  Tidewater  Oil  Company, 
in  which  he  retained  important  interests  un- 
til his  death.  In  partnership  with  Otto  Ger- 
mer,  a  former  Pithole  producer,  as  Germer  & 
Wilson,  he  acquired  valuable  holdings  in  the 
Bradford  field,  being  among  the  first  to  meet 
with  success  in  that  territory,  where  the  re- 
turns surpassed  their  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. Mr.  Germer  later  established  the  Ra- 
diant Home  Stove  Works  at  Erie,  Pa.,  still 
conducted  by  his  son  under  the  name  of  the 
Germer  Stove  Company.  The  beautiful  resi- 
dence at  PleasantviUe  which  Dr.  Wilson 
erected  in  1872  reflected  his  own  character  in 
many  ways,  its  substantial  and  harmonious 
architecture,  roominess  and  suitability,  exem- 
plifying his  own  typical  traits.  The  nicety  of 
detail  and  excellent  taste  shown  in  all  the  ar- 
rangements give  it  a  permanent  value  which 
makes  it  compare  favorably  with  the  most  de- 
sirable homes  in  the  county  to  this  day,  and  it 
shows  no  impairment  of  solidity  after  almost 
half  a  century.  Dr.  Wilson  found  much  grat- 
ification in  his  fine  dwelling  and  the  opportu- 
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nities  it  aflforded  him  for  indulging  his 
hospitable  tendencies,  knowing  no  greater 
pleasure  than  entertaining  his  friends  there 
whenever  occasion  offered.  Though  not  a 
public  man  in  the  sense  of  taking  direct  part 
in  the  administration  of  affairs,  he  exerted  a 
wholesome  influence  in  the  community  and 
took  a  keen  interest  in  the  general  welfare. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  political  sentiment. 

In  185 1  Dr.  Wilson  married  Elizabeth 
Brown,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  daughter 
of  John  Brown,  the  first  merchant  at  Pleasant- 
ville,  and  his  wife  Mary  Ann  (Queen).  They 
are  fully  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
in  the  biography  of  their  son  Alexander  W. 
Brown.  Mrs.  Wilson  survived  her  husband 
some  twelve  years.  Of  the  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  born  to  them,  both  daughters  died 
in  childhood.  John  F.  Wilson,  now  of  New 
York  City,  is  a  well  known  oil  producer  with 
interests  in  Pennsylvania,  Illinois  and  Ken- 
tucky, and  a  heavy  stockholder  in  the  I'ide- 
water  Oil  Company.  Samuel  Queen,  of 
PleasantviUe,  completes  the  family. 

Samuel  Queen  Wilson,  now  residing  at 
PleasantviUe,  the  old  home  of  his  parents  in 
Venango  county,  has  followed  oil  production 
as  a  large  operator  in  the  various  fields  to 
which  his  interests  have  led  him.  For  some 
years  he  has  been  an  extensive  producer  in  the 
Bradford  field ;  his  operations  at  PleasantviUe 
have  been  carried  on  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years;  and  he  also  has  valuable  holdings  at 
Goodwill  Hill,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Wilson  Brothers  &  Hun- 
ter he  assisted  in  opening  a  new  oil  pool  in 
the  Illinois  field  which  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  best  in  the  State,  their  holdings  in  that 
territory  covering  about  five  hundred  acres, 
and  the  product  of  the  wells  there  also  in- 
cludes an  abundance  of  casing  head  gasoline. 
Mr.  Wilson  has  never  allowed  himself  to  rest 
content  with  ordinary  yields  from  his  proper- 
ties, using  the  most  scientific  methods  and  ap- 
proved equipment  to  get  maximum  results 
wherever  he  operates,  and  he  has  a  capacity 
for  handling  large  undertakings  which  has 
been  evidenced  in  his  preference  for  extensive 
enterprises  and  constantly  widening  interests. 
Like  his  brother  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Tidewater  Oil  Company,  in  which  the  Browns 
have  been  very  prominent.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Titusville,  Craw- 
ford county,  and  owns  the  old  Wilson  home  at 
Neillsburg,  Forest  county,  where  he  was  bom. 
Mr.  Wilson  has  done  his  share  toward  secur- 
ing good  government  and  desirable  living  con- 
ditions at  PleasantviUe,  having  served  twelve 


years  in  the  borough  council  and  taken  a  lead- 
ing part  in  the  deliberations  of  that  body, 
where  his  comprehensive  understanding  of 
the  needs  of  the  community  and  the  best 
means  of  supplying  them  are  appreciated  by 
his  fellow  workers.  He  has  never  been  bound 
by  party  ties,  voting  for  the  men  that  repre- 
sent the  best  interests  regardless  of  political 
affiliation. 

By  his  marriage  to  Jessie  House  Mr.  Wilson 
has  one  daughter,  Mary  Queen,  now  a  student 
in  high  school.  The  family  are  associated  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  late  William 
House,  Mrs.  Wilson's  father,  was  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  serving  from  PleasantviUe,  and 
on  his  return  from  military  service  opened  a 
wagon  and  carriage  shop  there  which  had 
most  of  the  local  patronage  for  years,  his  repu- 
tation as  a  mechanic  in  that  line  being  very 
creditable.  From  1893  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  February,  1900,  he  conducted  a 
grocery  in  the  borough.  He  married  Mary 
Benedict,  of  PleasantviUe. 

JAMES  TAGGERT  HADLEY,  a  resident 
of  Oil  City  during  most  of  his  mature  life, 
was  a  man  whose  versatile  mentality  and  broad 
tastes  led  him  into  attachments  through  which 
his  career  was  interwoven  with  many  phases 
of  the  business  and  social  order  of  his  adopted 
city.  How  close  and  numerous  those  ties  were 
was  perhaps  hardly  realized  until  his  untimely 
death,  which  brought  forth  expressions  of  sor- 
row from  the  many  circles  broken  by  his  taking 
away.  A  mere  outline  of  his  activities  would 
be  sufficient  to  indicate  his  animated  nature 
and  energetic  habits,  wide  sympathies  and  cor- 
dial feeling  for  his  fellow  men,  from  which 
his  friendly  attitude  drew  a  ready  response. 

^Ir.  Hadley  came  from  Mercer  county,  Pa., 
having  been  a  native  of  the  town  of  Hadley, 
founded  by  his  grandfather  and  named  in  his 
honor.  He  was  bom  May  22,  1871,  son  of 
Robert  B.  and  Eliza  J.  Hadley,  whose  other 
children  were:  J.  Martin,  of  Oil  City,  asso- 
ciated with  the  Oil  City  Woodworking  Manu- 
facturing Company;  Miss  Emma  J.  Hadley, 
residing  in  Oil  City;  and  Jessie  (Mrs.  Red- 
ding), who  died  June  7,  1913.  After  at- 
tending public  school  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
birthplace  Mr.  Hadley  took  a  course  in  the 
Edinboro  (Pa.)  State  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  i8qi.  He  taught 
one  term  of  school  in  Otter  Creek  township, 
Mercer  county,  and  one  at  Stoneham,  Warren 
county,  but  business  life  appealed  most  to  him, 
and  he  spent  some  months  studying  in  a  com- 
mercial school  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  from  which 
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he  was  graduated.  He  then  taught  the  com- 
mercial department  of  a  school  at  Yonkers, 
X.  Y.,  for  one  term,  and  in  1894-95  had  charge 
of  the  commercial  department  of  the  Titusville 
high  school,  in  July,  1895,  commencing  his  real 
business  career  at  Oil  City,  as  bookkeeper  for 
Joseph  Reid.  His  ability  soon  drew  greater 
responsibilities  to  him,  and  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Joseph  Reid  Gas  Engine  Company 
and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  that  concern, 
which  position  he  continued  to  fill  until  his 
death.  Meantime  he  also  became  prominently 
associated  with  the  other  Reid  interests,  being 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Reid  Land  & 
Development  Company  of  California;  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Frick-Reid  Supply  Company  of 
Oklahoma ;  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Oil 
City  Woodworking  Manufacturing  Company. 
His  business  advancement  was  made  entirely 
on  his  own  merits,  and  by  conscientious  appli- 
cation of  his  best  powers  to  his  constantly 
increasing  duties.  Yet  he  enjoyed  social  pleas* 
ures  and  activities,  and  always  found  time  for 
the  demands  of  good  citizenship  and  his  higher 
obligations  toward  his  fellow  men,  which  he 
fulfilled  as  scrupulously  as  those  necessary  to 
the  success  of  his  material  affairs.  He  main- 
tained a  keen  interest  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
whidi  he  served  as  director  and  vice  president ; 
was  a  member  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  and  at  one  time  a  trustee  of  that  con- 
gregation; was  instrumental  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Oratorio  Society  and  its  president 
from  the  beginning;  a  member  of  the  Venango 
Club  and  Wanango  Country  Club,  and  director 
of  the  latter;  and  prominent  in  the  Masonic 
bodies,  affiliating  with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  Oil  City  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
Talbot  Commandery,  K.  T.,  all  of  Oil  City; 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree; 
and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  at 
Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Hadley  resided  in  Oil  City  with  his 
sister  Miss  Emma  and  here  died  Dec.  28,  1913, 
after  an  illness  of  three  years'  duration.  In 
1911,  in  the  hope  of  improving  his  condition, 
he  went  to  southern  California,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years  without  getting  the  de- 
sired benefit.  He  was  buried  in  the  Hadley 
cemetery  at  his  old  home,  with  the  Masonic 
rites.  His  friends  from  near  and  far  were 
represented  in  person  and  by  profuse  floral  of- 
ferings, and  there  was  every  evidence  of  the 
deep  personal  feeling  with  which  all  his  asso- 
ciates r^arded  the  loss  of  one  whose  sincerity 
in  his  relations  with  others  inspired  only  the 
utmost  esteem  and  affection. 


JOHN  R.  BURGARD,  late  of  Franklin, 
though  taken  away  in  his  prime  accomplished 
more  than  the  average,  and  in  and  about  that 
city  are  standing  many  material  evidences  of 
the  fine  workmanship  and  enterprise  through 
which  he  won  reputation  and  prosperity.  As 
a  builder  of  unusual  talents,  both  in  the  way 
of  natural  endowment  and  technical  acquire- 
ments, he  contributed  much  toward  shaping 
ideals  of  substantial  worth  and  beauty  in  his 
home  city,  all  work  of  his  construction  ranking 
with  the  highest  class  of  architecture  found 
there.  Mr.  Burgard  had  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  practical  work  of  stone  masonry  and 
bricklaying  as  a  foundation,  and  as  he  gained 
in  experience  developed  his  craft  to  a  high 
degree,  showing  a  cleverness  in  designing 
and  use  of  materials  which  entitled  him  to  a 
place  among  the  gifted  men  in  his  line  in  this 
section.  For  a  number  of  years  before  his 
death  he  was  one  of  the  leading  contractors 
at  Franklin.  He  was  a  resident  of  that  place 
from  boyhood,  but  a  native  of  Canada,  born 
Sept.  14,  1866.  His  father,  George  Burgard, 
was  born  in  1829  in  Germany,  and  when  he 
came  to  America  first  located  in  Canada  for 
a  few  years.  In  1869  he  made  a  permanent 
home  at  Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  dying 
there  in  July,  1910.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  He  was  active  to  the  end  of  his  days, 
taking  contracts  for  stone  masonry,  and  did 
well  in  that  line,  having  a  high  reputation  for 
reliable  work.  To  his  marriage  with  Catherine 
Rane  were  bom  seven  children,  namely :  Mrs. 
William  Detzenberger,  Mrs.  Peter  Heber,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Blanco,  Mrs.  Albert  Tarr,  John  R., 
Samuel  and  Albert. 

John  R.  Burgard  was  reared  at  Franklin, 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  learned  the  stone  mason's  trade  under  the 
careful  instruction  of  his  father,  and  later 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  bricklaying  with 
John  Osbom,  at  Franklin.  Having  thus  ac- 
quired comprehensive  practical  knowledge,  he 
soon  began  contracting  on  his  own  account 
and  was  so  engaged  until  his  death,  building  up 
a  fine  business.  Many  residences  in  Franklin 
were  erected  by  him,  and  he  also  undertook  a 
number  of  important  contracts  for  public  build- 
ings, among  them  being  the  Franklin  hospital, 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  and  the  present  jail, 
all  structures  which  do  credit  to  his  genius 
for  planning  and  conscientious  execution  of 
all  contracts.  He  also  crushed  the  stone  for 
the  well  known  Washington  street  bridge  at 
Franklin,  and  did  a  great  deal  of  work  for 
Mr.  R.  G.  Lamberton,  enjoying  the  confidence 
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of  the  most  exacting  element  in  this  section. 
Mr.  Burgard  was  active  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  was  accidental.  He  had  some 
men  hauling  sand  on  Bleakley  Hill,  when  the 
sand  bank  caved  in  and  engulfed  him,  Sept. 
4,  1914.  He  is  buried  in  Franklin  cemetery. 
Besides  his  interests  as  a  contractor,  Mr.  Bur- 

fard  had  acquired  large  property  holdings  in 
Tanklin,  including  the  fine  stone  house  where 
his  widow  and  only  daughter  reside,  at  the 
comer  of  Center  avenue  and  Pacific  street. 
This  beautiful  home  was  built  entirely  by  him. 
Mr.  Bur^^ard  was  married  July  5,  1887,  to 
Caroline  Kistler,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Julia 
(Sinn)  Kistler,  who  came  from  Germany. 
Three  children  were  bom  to  this  marriage: 
Frederick  Lewis,  who  died  in  1915;  Ruth  Ele- 
nora,  who  graduated  from  the  local  high  school 
in  1916  and  now  resides  with  her  mother  at 
the  homestead;  and  Herbert,  who  died  when 
three  and  a  half  years  old. 

Mr.  Burgard  was  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  its  affiliated 
organizations,  and  also  held  membership  in 
the  Bricklayers'  Union.  His  religious  con- 
nection was  with  the  Evangelical  Church. 

JOSEPH  T.  FOSTER,  of  Franklin,  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  in 
Venango  county,  is  a  member  of  the  well 
known  Foster  family  of  Sandycreek  township, 
upon  whose  properties  some  of  the  most 
notable  oil  developments  in  this  region  have 
been  conducted.  He  himself  owns  the  larger 
part  of  his  father's  old  homestead  place  there, 
upon  which  he  resided  until  his  removal  to 
Franklin  in  1908.  Mr.  Foster  is  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  his  name,  which  has  long  been 
esteemed  in  the  county  for  the  many  sterling 
qualities  which  have  come  to  be  associated  with 
it,  the  Fosters  in  every  generation  having  been 
leaders  in  industrial  and  social  progress 
wherever  found.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of 
the  late  James  Foster,  for  many  years  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  in  his  section,  which 
he  lived  to  see  transformed  from  its  primitive 
state  to  a  flourishing  agricultural  and  industrial 
territory.  Born  Feb.  14,  1810,  in  Sugarcreek 
township,  Venango  county,  James  Foster 
reached  his  eighty-ninth  year,  dying  in  1898. 
For  something  over  sixty-five  years  he  lived  on 
the  old  farm  in  Sandycreek  township  which  is 
now.  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five  acres, 
owned  by  his  son  Joseph  T.  Foster,  and  which 
ranks  with  the  rich  oil  lands  of  the  county. 

Little  is  known  of  the  history  of  the  Foster 
family  prior  to  1800,  but  this  much  is  definite, 
that  Ross  Foster,  father  of  John  Foster,  and 


great-grandfather  of  Joseph  T.  Foster,  was  a 
customer  of  Edward  Hale,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant at  Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  from 
1798  to  1800.  The  Foster  family  had  moved 
hither  from  Maryland,  settling  along  the  Alle- 
gheny river  about  two  miles  above  Franklin 
some  time  previous  to  1800,  and  in  the  year 
1802  Ross  Foster  took  a  tract  of  land  for  set- 
tlement in  Sugarcreek  township,  above  Frank- 
lin on  the  Allegheny.  When  the  first  legal 
assessment  of  Venango  county  was  made,  in 
1805,  his  property  was  valued  at  $235  (the  rate 
at  that  time  was  three-tenths  of  one  per  cent.)  ; 
the  total  amount  of  tax  collected  for  Sugar- 
creek township  that  year  was  $145.66.  About 
18 1 2  Ross  Foster  moved  to  Pittsburgh  with 
all  of  his  family  except  his  son  John,  and  the 
latter's  history  alone  is  preserved. 

John  Foster,  son  of  Ross  Foster,  was  a 
native  of  Maryland,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mar>'  Martin,  was  also  born 
there,  daughter  of  James  Martin.  The  latter 
was  a  pioneer  of  Sandycreek  township,  com- 
ing from  Maryland  and  settling  on  the  Kep- 
hart  farm  near  Franklin,  where  he  planted 
five  hundred  fruit  trees,  having  one  of  the 
first  orchards  in  that  vicinity.  In  his  old  age 
Mr.  Martin  removed  to  Indiana.  John  Foster 
and  Mary  Martin  were  married  at  Franklin 
in  1807,  Squire  McDowel  performing  the  cere- 
mony. They  lived  on  the  farm  above  Franklin 
where  his  people  had  settled  until  18 12,  when 
they  moved  down  the  river  to  a  location 
opposite  the  mouth  of  East  Sandy,  thence  a 
few  years  later  removing  farther  down  the 
river,  to  the  place  on  which  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  The  survey  of  this  place 
was  the  first  official  survey  made  by  Richard 
Irwin  after  his  appointment  as  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  Venango  county  in  1824.  Mr.  Foster 
died  there  in  1837.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812  and  a  good  citizen  in  every 
respect.  He  and  his  wife  raised  a  family  of 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
viz.:  Ross,  the  eldest  son,  married  and  settled 
on  the  property  afterward  famous  as  the 
Miller  &  Sibley  stock  farm,  in  1865  moving  to 
near  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  died  some  years 
later.  Tames,  the  second  son,  is  mentioned 
at  length  below.  Caleb,  the  third  son,  became 
a  Methodist  minister,  associated  first  with  the 
Pittsburgh  Conference  and  later  established  in 
the  West,  settling  at  Aurora,  111.,  where  he 
died  in  1898  in  his  eighty-seventh  year :  he  was 
beloved  and  honored  in  the  church,  and  held 
in  high  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  John,  the  fourth  son,  died  in  young 
manhood,  and  his  son,  Lorenzo  Foster,  was 
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killed  in  a  railroad  wreck  at  Sandy  Lake, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.  Mary  (or  Polly),  the  eldest 
daughter,  became  the  wife  of  William 
De Woody,  of  Sandycreek,  where  she  died. 
Julia  Ann,  Mrs.  John  Temple,  died  when  a 
young  woman.  Elizabeth  married  Seth  Tem- 
ple, who  went  west  after  her  death. 

James  Foster,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Martin)  Foster,  was  brought  to  Sandycreek 
township  by  his  parents  on  their  removal  from 
Sugarcreek  township  in  1812  and  was  reared . 
on  the  old  farm.  His  schooling  was  limited  to 
the  meager  advantages  afforded  in  the  locality 
during  his  boyhood,  but  nothing  was  lacking  to 
make  his  practical  training  complete.  He  be- 
came thoroughly  familiar  with  the  agricultural 
methods  of  the  day,  and  in  1833,  the  year  after 
his  marriage,  commenced  farming  on  his  own 
account,  settling  with  his  young  wife  on  the 
property  in  Sandycreek  township  now  owned 
by  his  sons,  Joseph  T.  Foster's  portion  includ- 
ing the  residence  site  and  Robert  A.  Foster 
owning  another  part.  James  Foster  owned 
about  three  hundred  acres  there.  This  old 
homestead,  desirably  located  upon  a  hill  in  the 
valuable  oil  lands  of  Sandycreek,  was  all  in 
the  woods  when  the  young  couple  settled  there, 
and  they  had  to  clear  a  spot  for  the  erection 
of  their  log  cabin,  starting  life  courageously 
under  circumstances  that  to-day  would  be  con- 
sidered anything  but  promising,  but  which  in 
their  time  were  the  usual  thing.  Development, 
of  both  the  agricultural  and  oil  resources,  has 
transformed  it  completely.  -Situated  some  five 
miles  south  of  Franklin,  in  the  big  bend  of  the 
Allegheny,  it  was  the  center  of  the  Bully  Hill 
oil  region,  a  noted  field  in  the  seventies,  but 
long  before  that  James  Foster  had  proved  that 
it  was  valuable  for  farming  purposes,  to  which 
he  devoted  his  early  energies.  With  the  dis- 
covery of  the  new  source  of  wealth  he  became 
interested  in  the  production  of  oil  also,  pros- 
pering far  beyond  his  early  expectations.  He 
was  not  only  one  of  the  most  successful  busi- 
ness men  in  his  neighborhood,  but  a  leader  in 
public  affairs,  serving  as  member  of  the  school 
board,  road  commissioner,  etc.,  and  he  v/as  a 
stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views.  For 
over  sixty  years  he  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  wife 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  East 
Grove  congfregation,  which  he  served  as 
steward  and  trustee;  he  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  erection  of  the  church.  He  is 
buried  in  Sandvcreek  township. 

In    1832    Mr.    Foster    married    Catharine 

Smith,  daughter  of  Squire  Smith,  who  lived 

across  the  river  from  the  Fosters,  but  she  lived 
37 


only  a  few  years,  leaving  her  husband  with  two 
children.  His  secdnd  marriage,  which  took 
plAce  a  few  years  afterward,  was  to  Margaret 
Armstrong,  a  native  of  Qarion  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Armstrong,  and  she  died  the 
mother  of  five  children.  In  1853  ^^  married 
(third)  Mrs.  Priscilla  (Robinson)  Burns,  of 
the  old  Sandy  Mill  in  Venango  county,  who 
had  four  children  by  her  first  marriage,  and  so 
the  Foster,  Pittock  and  Burns  families  became 
related.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  ended  their  lives 
on  the  old  homestead,  her  death  occurring  Oct. 
5,  1900,  two  years  after  his.  We  have  the 
following  record  of  his  nine  children: 

James  M.  Foster  originally  studied  medicine, 
and  practiced  the  profession  at  Clintonville, 
Venango  county,  in  partnership  with  Dr. 
Whann,  later  of  Franklin.  But  eventually  he 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  serv- 
ing in  the  Erie  Conference  at  Sandy  Lake, 
Sheakleyville  and  other  charges  in  this  section, 
principally  in  Mercer  county.  He  was  also 
stationed  at  Pleasantville  and  Robinson  Chapel, 
in  Venango  county.  After  forty  years  of  active 
ministerial  work  he  retired,  though  he  has 
served  occasionally  since  giving  up  his  regular 
duties.  He  lives  with  his  daughters,  one  of 
whom  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hewit. 

Mary  Foster  became  the  wife  of  Jackson 
Gordon,  of  Scrubgrass  township,  and  died  in 
Venango  county. 

Catharne  Foster,  eldest  child  of  the  second 
marriage,  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Graham, 
and  lived  and  died  on  part  of  the  old  Foster 
farm,  reaching  her  sixty-seventh  year. 

Robert  A.  Foster  is  fully  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work. 

John  F.  Foster  resides  in  Sugarcreek  town- 
ship, some  miles  north  of  Franklin. 

Wesley  B.  Foster,  who  died*  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  lived  in  Pittsburgh  and  was 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business. 

William  S.  Foster  left  home  young  and 
moved  to  Clarion  county,  came  back  to  Bully 
Hill  for  many  years,  and  later  moved  to  Frank- 
lin, now  living  near  that  city. 

Margaret  H.  Foster,  eldest  child  of  James 
and  Priscilla  Foster,  married  Rev.  W.  H. 
Bunce.  a  min'ster  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
denomination,  and  is  now  living  at  Kane,  Pa., 
where  he  has  of  late  years  followed  the  insur- 
ance business,  though  he  is  still  a  member  of 
Conference.  His  first  charge  was  the  East 
Grove  Church,  and  he  served  several  years  in 
Venango  county. 

Joseph  T.  Foster  completes  the  family.  He 
was  born  June  30,  1862,  in  Sandycreek  town- 
ship, and  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
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public  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  later 
studying  for  a  term  at  the  Edinboro  (Pa.) 
Normal  School.  His  business  training  was 
acquired  under  the  able  guidance  of  his  father, 
with  whom  he  continued  to  work  until  h^ 
found  an  opportunity  to  engage  in  the  produc- 
tion of  oil  for  himself.  He  has  followed  the 
business  without  interruption  since  1889,  with 
gratifying  success,  his  various  investments  hav- 
ing turned  out  very  satisfactorily.  Upon  his 
father's  death  he  came  into  possession  of  all 
but  twenty-five  acres  of  the  home  place,  having 
165  acres  of  valuable  oil  land  in  this  tract, 
where  he  is  operating  fifty-six  oil  wells  and  one 
gas  well,  all  in  a  good  state  of  production.  In 
company  with  C.  L.  Goodville  he  owns  the 
Ross  Foster  farm  adjoining,  and  they  have 
sixty  wells  on  that  property.  Mr.  Foster  was 
profitably  engaged  in  farming  as  well  as  the 
production  of  oil  until  his  removal  from  Sandy- 
creek  township  to  Franklin  in  1908,  and  he  is 
well  known  in  both  the  city  and  county  through 
his  activities,  business  and  social.  He  was  a 
valued  worker  in  the  East  Grove  Church  be- 
fore he  left  that  neighborhood,  and  since 
locating  in  Franklin  has  been  associated  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  there,  serving 
at  present  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
His  qualifications  for  responsible  duties  have 
been  much  appreciated  in  the  congregation, 
whose  interests  he  has  supported  with  his  time 
as  well  as  his  means.  In  1914  he  led  the  cam- 
paign for  the  dry  forces  against  granting  the 
liouor  licenses  oif  V'enango  county,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  county  going  dry  that  year,  the 
first  time  in  its  history.  Mr.  Foster  bore  a  very 
active  part  in  this  movement.  In  November, 
IQ18,  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from 
Venango  county  by  a  majority  of  5,247.  one 
of  the  largest  votes  ever  given  a  candidate 
here. 

Mr.  Foster  was  married  to  Margaret  J. 
Houser,  daue^hter  of  W.  B.  and  Florinda 
(Graham)  Houser,  of  Sandycreek  township, 
and  Jthev  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
James  T.,  who  lives  in  Franklin,  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  production  of  oil ; 
Charles  B.  is  now  established  in  Pittsburgh, 
being  assistant  secretary  of  the  National  Tube 
Company:  Alice  M.  is  attending  high  school. 
The  family  home  is  at  No.  824  Liberty  street, 
Franklin. 

James  T.  Foster,  eldest  son  of  Joseph  T. 
Foster,  was  bom  in  1886  in  Sandycreek  town- 
ship and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  there  and  at  the  Iron  City  College, 
Pittsburg'h,  Pa.  Going  to  Pittsburgh  in  early 
manhood  he  remained  there  for  thirteen  years. 


during  which  period  he  was  associated  with 
the  National  Tube  Company.  Upon  his  re- 
turn to  his  native  county  he  joined  his  father 
at  Franklin  and  has  since  been  engaged  with 
him  in  the  production  of  oil,  doing  his  share 
in  the  promotion  of  the  various  enterprises 
which  have  been  carried  out  so  successfully. 
He  married  Minnie  E.  Ray,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Ray,  a  farmer  of  Cherrytree  township, 
Venango  county.  Mr.  Foster  is  a  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  He  is  a  young  business 
man  of  promise,  with  every  prospect  of  using 
his  advantages  to  good  purpose. 

EDMUND  WILSON  EVANS,  of  Oil  City, 
has  in  the  course  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  of 
successful  experience  as  an  oil  producer  oper- 
ated in  almost  all  the  important  fields  of  North 
America,  and  his  profitable  investments  in  such 
property  stamp  him  as  one  of  the  reliable 
judges  of  oil  territory.  In  his  pursuit  of  this 
business  Mr.  Evans  has  exhibited  the  traits 
characteristic  of  his  ancestry  for  generations. 
As  far  back  as  the  history  of  the  Evans  family 
is  known  its  representatives  have  been  men  of 
clear  intellect  and  practical  character,  filling  a 
useful  place  in  the  advancement  of  the  indus- 
trial and  social  activities  of  their  day  by  dili- 
gence in  their  respective  callings,  resulting  in 
substantial  achievements  and  real  service  to 
their  fellows  as  well  as  prosperity  for  them- 
selves. 

The  family  is  of  Welsh  origin  and  has  been 
established  in  Pennsylvania  for  over  two  cen- 
turies, the  first  of  the  line  to  come  to  America 
from  Wales  having  arrived  here  before  1700. 
This  ancestor,  Nathan  Evans,  was  bom  in 
Wales  in  1682.  He  lived  for  a  time  in  Chester 
county,  Pa.,  in  1730  making  a  new  location  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  Conestoga  river,  near 
Beartown,  in  Caernarvon  township,  Lancaster 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Bangor  Episcopal  Church  at  Churchtown,  Lan- 
caster county,  and  died  there  in  1761. 

Among  the  children  of  Nathan  Evans  was 
James  Evans,  the  next  in  line  to  Edmund  Wil- 
son Evans,  who  lived  at  Churchtown.  He  was 
bom  in  1724,  and  died  in  1801.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war  he  served  as  a  surgeon  in 
the  4th  Battalion  of  Berks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

William  Evans,  son  of  James  Evans,  was 
bom  May  3,  1756,  and  died  at  Churchtown 
Jan.  I,  1808,  his  wife,  Anne  (Shay),  also  pass- 
ing away  there.  Among  their  children  was 
Edmund  Evans,  grandfather  of  Edmund  Wil- 
son Evans. 
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Edmund  Evans  in  1812  went  to  Columbia, 
Pa.,  to  learn  the  printing  business  with  Thomas 
Wilson,  who  published  the  Susquehanna  Wch 
terman,  but  he  could  not  have  followed  it  long, 
as  his  association  with  the  iron  business  dated 
from  his  early  manhood.  His  first  employer 
in  that  line  was  Henry  B.  Grubb,  who  owned 
Mount  Hope  furnace.  Later,  after  a  flood,  he 
went  to  Codorus  Forge  in  York  county,  Pa., 
and  was  also  in  the  employ  of  John  Shippen, 
of  Pottstown.  For  a  couple  of  years  he  was 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Peter  Epley,  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Columbia,  resuming  his 
calling  of  ironmaster  to  erect  the  "Castle 
Finn"  forge  for  Bird  Coleman  in  York  county, 
and  the  Bangor  forge  in  that  county  was  also 
of  his  construction.  In  1833  he  went  to  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  this  State ;  in  1840  erected  the 
Elk  funiace  on  Deer  creek,  in  Venango  (now 
Clarion)  county,  with  the  Shippens;  went 
thence  to  Horse  Creek,  Venango  county,  where 
he  ran  the  Qay  furnace ;  and  later  removed  to 
Franklin,  Pa.  His  death,  however,  occurred 
in  Chester  valley,  at  Valley  Home,  Chester 
Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  23,  1870.  Mr.  Evans  married 
Julia  Sterrett,  and  they  had  the  following  fam- 
ily: Barton,  Isabella,  William,  Edmund  E., 
Annie  and  Emily  (Mrs.  H.  M.  Ernst). 

Edmund  Evan  Evans,  father  of  Edmund 
Wilson  Evans,  had  the  traditional  enterprise 
of  the  family,  becoming  one  of  the  early  oil 
producers  in  the  Bradford  (Pa.)  fields.  Later 
he  settled  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  where  he 
w^as  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  re- 
mained until  his  death.  He  married  Emma 
Wilson,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  of  Scotch 
and  Irish  extraction,  and  who  is  also  deceased. 

Edmund  Wilson  Evans  was  bom  Dec.  21, 
1864,  at  Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.  Like 
many  successful  oil  men  his  early  training  was 
largely  of  the  practical  kind,  for  though  he 
attended  school  in  St.  Paul  after  his  parents 
settled  in  the  West,  he  had  to  make  the  most 
of  the  rather  meager  advantages  offered  in 
that  section  during  his  boyhood,  and  he  began 
work  as  a  youth  of  fifteen.  At  the  age  when 
boys  of  the  present  day  are  just  entering  upon 
their  serious  eflforts  toward  acquiring  an  edu- 
cation, he  took  a  position  in  a  bank  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  remained  in  the  employ  of 
that  institution  for  the  succeeding  ten  years. 
The  opportunities  oflFered  in  the  growing  city 
for  profitable  real  estate  transactions  led  him 
into  that  business,  which  he  continued  to  fol- 
low until  i8q4,  when  he  decided  to  try  the  oil 
industry,  a  change  which  he  has  never  had  any 
reason  to  regret.  His  success  in  every  part 
of  the  country  where  his  interests  have  led 


him  has  been  practically  unvarying.  Return- 
ing to  Venango  county,  Pa.,  he  made  his  home 
and  headquarters  at  Oil  City,  where  he  has 
since  been  established,  having  productive  hold- 
ings in  all  the  local  fields  and  in  most  of  the 
Western  oil  developments,  including  the  Mid- 
Continent  and  Wyoming  territories.  Mr. 
Evans  is  socially  disposed  and  maintains  asso- 
ciation with  leading  organizations  in  the  county 
of  such  nature,  holding  membership  in  the 
Venango,  Wanango  and  Oil  City  Boat  Clubs 
at  Oil  City,  in  the  Franklin  Club,  and  the  local 
lodge  of  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

On  May  19,  1897,  Mr.  Evans  married  Ade- 
laide Speechley,  and  they  ar^  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Adelaide  S.  and  fedmund  Wilson, 
Jr.,  both  students  at  this  writing. 

Samuel  Speechley,  father  of  Mrs.  Evans, 
was  the  discoverer  of  the  productive  gas  sand 
below  the  oil  levels,  his  experiments  resulting 
in  the  opening  of  the  famous  "Speechley  gas 
pool,"  which  was  the  first  gas  well  in  these 
fields,  and  the  stratum  was  known  as  the 
"Speechley  sands''  in  his  honor.  He  was  a 
farmer  in  Pinegrove  township,  this  county, 
eight  miles  south  of  Oil  City,  where  he  settled 
in  the  early  seventies,  and  where  he  struck  the 
gas  sand  in  April,  1885,  at  a  depth  of  two 
thousand  feet — the  deepest  drilling  in  Venango 
county  up  to  that  time.  The  first  well  opened 
"blew  off"  for  four  months  with  a  pressure 
estimated  at  four  thousand  pounds  per  square 
inch,  and  supplied  Franklin,  Oil  City  and  Ti- 
tusville  with  fuel  gas  for  several  months.  The 
territory  was  originally  leased  by  the  Columbia 
Gas  Company,  which  later  was  consolidated 
with  the  Natural  Gas  Trust,  to  whom  it  is  still 
leased. 

Mr.  Speechley  was  bom  Nov.  i,  1832,  in 
England,  son  of  Samuel  and  Maria  (Webster) 
Speechley,  also  natives  of  that  country,  the 
father  for  many  years  following  the  hotel 
business  at  Newmarket,  Cambridgeshire.  The 
parents  were  Episcopalians  in  religious  belief. 
They  had  a  family  of  five  children :  Adelaide, 
Samuel,  Emma,  Maria  and  Charles.  Samuel 
Speechley,  the  son,  was  reared  in  England,  ac- 
quiring a  common  school  education  and  me- 
chanical training  in  locomotive  building  and 
marine  engineering  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
When  twenty  years  old  he  was  sent  to  China 
by  the  firm  of  Robert  Stephenson  &  Company 
to  join  a  steamer  plying  between  Hong  Kong 
and  Calcutta  in  the  opium  trade,  and  was  thus 
engaged  for  about  three  years,  when  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Chinese  government 
to  help  put  down  piracy  on  the  coast  of  China, 
then  a  common  menace  (1855-56).     In  1857 
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he  started  the  first  engineering  business  in 
China,  at  Hong  Kong,  and  conducted  it  for 
thirteen  years.  Visiting  America  in  1872,  he 
decided  to  remain  after  he  had  resided  a  year 
in  Cranberry  township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in 
Pine  Grove  township,  where  besides  engaging 
successfully  in  agriculture  he  conducted  ex- 
periments which  eventually  led  to  the  great  dis- 
covery already  noted. 

In  1864  Mr.  Speechley  was  married  in  China 
to  Margaret  Galbraith,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
daughter  of  James  and  Janet  (Patterson)  Gal- 
braith. They  were  Scotch  Covenanters,  and 
reared  their  children  in  the  same  faith,  while 
Mr.  Speechley  was  brought  up  in  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speechley  had  two 
children,  Emily  and  Adelaide,  the  former  bom 
in  China,  the  latter  in  America. 

THEODORE  CLULOW,  of  Franklin,  has 
within  the  last  decade  established  a  legal  prac- 
tice which  places  him  among  the  creditable 
members  of  the  Venango  county  bar.  With 
an  acquisitive  mind  and  industrious  mental 
habits,  Mr.  Clulow  has  been  constantly  aug- 
menting his  thorough  preliminary  training  for 
the  profession,  and  combining  with  his  tech- 
nical proficiency  the  high  personal  character 
which  invites  and  holds  confidence  he  is  recog- 
nized as  worthy  of  the  most  important  trusts. 
A  good  share  of  the  legal  business  in  Frank- 
lin and  the  county  has  been  placed  in  his  hands, 
with  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  Of 
late  he  has  also  entered  actively  into  public 
affairs,  for  which  he  has  shown  a  degree  of 
adaptability  that  augurs  useful  service  to  his 
fellow  citizens  and  new  honors  for  himself. 

Mr.  Clulow  was  born  May  30,  1880,  in 
French  Creek  township,  Venango  county,  son 
of  Thomas  Clulow  and  grandson  of  Henry 
Clulow,  both  highly  esteemed  residents  of  that 
section.  His  great-great-grandfather,  James 
Clulow,  spent  his  life  in  England,  as  did  also 
the  great-grandparents.  William  and  Sarah 
(Smith)  Clulow,  who  died  about  1838  and 
183s,  respectively.  William  Clulow  was  a 
farmer  and  sawyer.  They  had  two  children, 
tht  daughter  dying  when  quite  young.  The 
son,  Henry  Clulow,  bom  in  Staffordshire, 
England,  Oct.  18,  1817,  was  a  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  citizen  of  his  day  in  French 
Creek  township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  occupying 
his  farm  there  until  his  death  in  i8g2.  He 
was  known  as  "Yard  Step"  Clulow.  Coming 
to  New  York  City  when  a  youth,  in  the  fall  ot 
1833,  ^^  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Sandy 
Lake,  in  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  and  did  farm 


work  for  some  years,  meanwhile  availing  him- 
self of  common  school  privileges  whenever 
possible.  He  became  so  ambitious  for  an  edu- 
cation that  when  able  he  entered  Allegheny 
College,  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  to  prepare  himself 
for  teaching,  which  he  followed  several  years 
in  Mercer  county.  In  the  spring  of  1845  ^e 
settled  in  Venango  county  on  a  farm  near 
Polk,  later  purchasing  the  place  where  he 
made  his  permanent  home,  about  four  miles 
from  that  borough.  He  not  only  made  a  ma- 
terial success,  but  also  attained  a  prominent 
position  among  his  fellow  citizens,  served  a 
term  as  auditor  of  Venango  county,  and  was 
quite  influential  as  a  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  For  many  years  he  belonged  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  he  and 
his  wife  uniting  with  the  Reynolds  congrega- 
tion. In  1844  he  married  Mary  Nicklin, 
daughter  of  William  and  Frances  Nicklin,  of 
England,  and  of  the  five  children  bom  to 
them  James  is  living  in  French  Creek  town- 
ship; Thomas  is  the  father  of  Theodore  Clu- 
low ;  Sarah  F.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John 
P.  Snyder;  Mary  A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Milton  Ohler;  Daniel  is  deceased. 

Thomas  Clulow,  son  of  Henry,  followed 
farming  all  his  active  years  in  French  Creek 
township,  retiring  from  strenuous  work  in 
1Q14.  He  still  makes  his  home  there.  He 
married  Jane  Bell,  daughter  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Bell,  and  she  died  in  1908,  the  mother 
.of  the  following  children:  Mar\',  who  mar- 
ried U.  G.  McCormick  and  resides  in  Okla- 
homa ;  William  H.,  now  a  teacher  in  the  State 
of  Washington;  Charles  J.,  who  is  a  foreman 
in  an  iron  works  in  Oklahoma ;  Theodore ;  and 
Eugene  C,  residing  in  French  Creek  town- 
ship on  part  of  his  grandfather's  farm. 

Theodore  Clulow  was  reared  in  French 
Creek  township  and  attended  the  public 
schools  there.  Later  he  was  a  student  in  the 
McElwain  Institute,  at  New  Lebanon,  and 
spent  one  year  at  Grove  City  College,  after 
which  he  taught  school  four  years  in  Potter 
county,  Pa.  Resuming  his  studies  he  en- 
tered the  Northern  Indiana  Law  School  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1903.  The  same  year  he  came  to 
Franklin,  Pa.,  and  began  reading  law  with  F. 
A.  Sayers,  Esq.,  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Venango  county  in  May.  1906.  He  has 
since  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the  other 
courts  of  the  State.  His  offices  are  in  the 
Sheasley  building  at  Franklin.  The  standing  of 
his  clients,  and  the  class  of  work  they  have 
intmsted  to  him.  is  the  best  evidence  of  his 
own  qualities. 
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Mr.  Clulow  has  for  several  years  shown 
active  public  spirit,  and  that  conscientious  re- 
gard for  the  general  welfare  which  should  be 
part  of  the  equipment  of  every  official,  and 
since  assuming  office  himself  has  endeavored 
to  put  his  principles  into  practice.  In  No- 
vember, 1915,  he  was  elected  city  councilman, 
on  the  non-partisan  ticket,  taking  office  Jan. 
I,  1916;  he  also  holds  the  office  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  department  of  public  safety. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

Mr.  Clulow  married  Henrietta  Dee  Seth, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Seth,  of  Pine  Grove 
township,  this  county,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Geraldine  and  Kenton. 

CHARLES  TYLER  McCLINTOCK,  of 
Oil  City,  member  of  a  leading  family  of  this 
section  of  the  State,  is  a  native  of  Philadel- 
phia and  a  son  of  Maj.  Charles  Wilson  Mc- 
Qintock. 

Charles  Wilson  McClintock  was  bom  in 
Philadelphia  Sept.  29,  1829,  of  Quaker  par- 
entage, and  was  educated  mainly  at  Friends' 
schools  in  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  where  the  family 
resided  while  his  father  was  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  there.  Charles  W.  McClintock 
also  carried  on  the  drug  business  at  Waterloo. 
When  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  enlisted  at 
Philadelphia  in  the  I92d  Regiment  of  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  and  before  the  war  ended 
had  risen  to  the  rank  of  major,  being  mus- 
tered out  as  such  at  Philadelphia  Nov.  11, 
1864.  The  20th  Pennsylvania  Militia,  which 
had  been  called  out  for  the  defense  of  the 
State  in  1862,  under  command  of  Col.  Wil- 
liam B.  Thomas,  and  again  in  1863,  was  re- 
organized and  recruited  in  July,  1864,  for  serv- 
ice in  the  National  army,  for  a  period  of  one 
hundred  days,  as  the  I92d  Regiment  of  the 
line.  It  was  recruited  in  Philadelphia  and 
rendezvoused  at  Camp  Cadwalader,  consisting 
of  fourteen  companies  under  command  of  Col. 
William  B.  Thomas,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  L. 
Taylor  and  Majs.  C.  W.  McQintock  and 
Henry  J.  Snyder,  being  mustered  in  July  15th 
and  leaving  Philadelphia  for  Baltimore  July 
23d.  Until  the  end  of  the  month  the  troops 
were  encamped  five  miles  from  the  city  and 
on  Aug.  1st  were  ordered  thence  to  Fort  Mc- 
Henry,  on  garrison  duty.  Here  they  were 
drilled  in  heavy  artillery  practice  by  a  lieu- 
tenant of  the  regular  army,  subsequently  re- 
lieved and  proceeded  by  way  of  Harrisburg 
and  Pittsburgh  to  Johnson's  Island,  in  Lake 
Erie,  where  large  numbers  of  prisoners  of 
war  were  confined.    After  a  few  days  at  that 


point  they  were  removed  to  Gallipolis,  a  lit- 
tle town  on  the  Ohio  river  nearly  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  where  a  supply 
depot  was  located.  On  Sept.  30th  Companies 
M,  A,  B,  F,  D,  L,  and  G,  under  Major  Mc- 
Clintock, proceeded  to  Weston,  W.  Va.,  where 
they  served  under  the  command  of  General 
Kelley  until  the  close  of  their  term  of  enlist- 
ment. 

Major  McClintock  settled  at  Tidioute,  Pa., 
where  he  became  prominent  in  various  activi- 
ties, being  an  oil  producer  for  a  number  of 
years  and  owner  and  editor  of  the  Tidioute 
News.  Upon  his  removal  to  Oil  City  he  was 
associated  with  the  Derrick  as  editor,  was  long 
a  member  of  the  Oil  City  Oil  Exchange,  served 
twelve  years  as  State  oil  inspector  in  Venan- 
go county  under  appointment  of  the  court, 
and  continued  to  operate  in  the  oil  fields  as  a 
producer,  most  of  his  wells  being  in  Butler 
county.  He  was  a  Republican  and  reliable 
party  worker,  a  member  of  Petrolia  Lodge  No. 
363,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  local  G.  A.  R.  post, 
and  retained  his  association  with  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Major  McClintock  retained  a  prom- 
inent place  among  the  influential  residents  of 
Oil  City  throughout  his  active  years.  He 
married  Mary  Elizabeth  Tyler,  a  native  of 
Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  bom  in  December,  1835, 
daughter  of  Orrin  and  Nancy  (Bliss)  Tyler, 
the  former  a  native  of  Seneca  county,  N.  Y., 
the  latter  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  this  union  two  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Fanny  Bliss  passed  away  in  191 2, 
Charles  Tyler  being  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family.  Charles  Wilson  McClintock  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Elizabeth,  with  their  daughter, 
Fanny  Bliss,  are  buried  in  Grove  Hill  ceme- 
tery, Oil  City. 

Charles  Tyler  McClintock  received  his  lit- 
erary education  in  Tidioute  and  Oil  City, 
graduating  from  the  Oil  City  high  school. 
After  a  period  in  the  employ  of  the  Western 
New  York  &  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company 
he  took  a  position  with  the  United  Pipe  Lines 
Company  as  ganger  in  the  Bradford  field, 
subsequently  forming  a  local  connection  with  a 
pipe  line  cofhpany  which  enabled  him  to  live 
at  Oil  City,  and  when  the  National  Transit 
Company  opened  its  offices  there  found  a  place 
as  accountant  in  the  treasury  department,  and 
is  now  an  assistant  treasurer.  Mr.  McClin- 
tock is  well  and  favorably  known  in  the  city, 
holding  membership  in  Tent  No.  21,  K.  O.  T. 
!M.,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  his 
family  attend  ser\nces.  By  his  marriage  to 
Marion  Osgood  Boughton  he  has  had  a  fam- 
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ily  of  three  children:  Gladys  Eaton,  now  the 
wife  of  Hopewell  S.  Phinny  and  mother  of 
one  child,  Marion  Boughton ;  Tyler  Boughton, 
who  died  when  ten  months  old  and  is  buried 
in  Grove  Hill  cemetery;  and  Charles  Bough- 
ton, a  graduate  of  Oil  City  high  school,  a 
student  for  one  year  at  the  Carnegie  Institute 
of  Technology,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  now  en- 
rolled in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Naval  Unit  of  the  Students'  Army  Training 
Corps  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia.  Mrs.  McClintock  was  bom  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  and  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Titusville  (Pa.)  high  school. 

Reuben  H.  Boughton,  Jr.,  father  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Tyler  McClintock,  was  born  Dec.  3, 
1840,  on  a  farm  at  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
Nov.  29,  1900,  at  Titusville,  Pa.  He  was  well 
educated,  attending  the  old  academy  at  Lewis- 
ton,  and  during  his  young  manhood  was  cus- 
toms officer  at  Suspension  Bridge,  near  Ni- 
agara Falls.  For  a  time  he  was  chief  clerk  in 
the  quartermaster's  office  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, Va.,  and  subsequently  located  at  Titus- 
ville, Pa.,  as  general  agent  for  George  W. 
Tiftt  &  Sons  of  Buffalo,  engine  and  boiler 
manufacturers,  retaining  that  position  a  num- 
ber of  years.  For  a  few  years  he  was  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  Titusville  Iron  Works, 
afterward  operating  as  an  oil  producer  in  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Pennsylvania  and  other  fields, 
until  he  suffered  a  breakdown  in  health.  He 
was  one  of  Titusville'^  prominent  citizens. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  in  religion  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  well 
known  in  the  fraternal  bodies,  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  Knight  Templar  Masons  at  Ti- 
tusville, the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and 
the  Royal  Arcanum. 

Mr.  Boughton's  first  wife,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Eaton,  was  bom  March  i,  1843,  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  died  in  March,  1868,  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  Va.,  leaving  one  child,  Marion  Os- 
good, now  the  wife  of  Charles  Tyler  McClin- 
tock. His  second  marriage  was  to  Harriet 
Ashman  Ames,  who  was  bom  in  February, 
1850,  at  Keeseville,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick W.  and  Mary  (Hurlbun)  Ames,  and 
survives  him,  living  at  present  in  New  York 
Citv.  Their  only  child,  Helen  Ames,  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  LeRoy  Connell.  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Boughton  is  buried  at  Titusville. 

QUINCY  DICKSON  HASTINGS,  attor- 
ney at  law,  has  practiced  at  Franklin  through- 
out his  professional  career,  and  has  a  reputa- 
tion and  clientele  that  entitle  him  to  honorable 
mention  among  the  members  of  the  Venango 


county  bar.  He  has  not  confined  his  efforts 
to  any  one  kind  of  legal  work,  and  has  been 
so  uniformly  successful  with  his  cases  as  to 
commend  his  services  to  a  high  class  of 
patrons,  whose  confidence  he  has  never  be- 
trayed. That  he  is  the  trusted  adviser  of  some 
of  the  most  substantial  residents  of  Franklin 
speaks  well  for  his  own  character,  both  as  a 
lawyer  and  as  a  man. 

Mr.  Hastings  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born 
Dec.  18,  1878,  in  Canal  township,  where  the 
name  has  long  been  honored  and  respected, 
his  grandfather,  John  Hastings,  having  set- 
tled there  in  1809.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Lancaster  county,  this  State,  where  he  lived 
until  his  removal  to  Venango.  His  son,  Wil- 
liam Wilson  Hastings,  was  the  father  of 
Quincy  Dickson  Hastings. 

During  his  boyhood  Quincy  Dickson  Hast- 
ings attended  the  public  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  He  was  allowed  excellent  edu- 
cational advantages,  being  later  sent  to  the 
high  school  at  Rouseville,  this  county,  and  the 
Indiana  Normal  University  at  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
where  he  took  a  special  course  and  graduated. 
Returning  to  Venango  county,  he  then  took 
up  the  study  of  law  at  Franklin  with  W.  C. 
Rheem,  Esq.,  gaining  admission  to  the  county 
bar  Sept.  12,  1904.  He  has  since  been  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  Circuit  and  District  courts 
and  the  State  Supreme  court.  All  his  time  is 
taken  up  with  the  duties  of  his  practice,  which 
has  increased  to  gratifying  and  lucrative  pro- 
portions as  he  ha»  proved  his  capacity  for  han- 
dling important  interests  skillfully.  A  good 
share  of  the  best  l^al  work  in  the  city  is 
intrusted  to  him.  His  office  is  in  the  Hancock 
building.  Most  of  his  activities  and  connec- 
tions are  in  the  line  of  his  professional  work. 
Fraternally   he    holds    membership    with    the 

B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

On  Jan.  15,  1908,  Mr.  Hastings  married 
Gertrude  Breckenridge,  daughter  of  Albert 
M.  Breckenridge,  of  Oil  City,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Gertrude  Ruth  Hastings,  born  Sept.  14,  1910. 

CHARLES  A.  McLOUTH,  of  Oil  City, 
has  been  long  known  in  this  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  his  prominent  connection  with  oil 
interests,  having  seen  forty-five  years  of  con- 
tinuous service  with  the  Pipe  Lines  during  his 
active  career.  Born  Oct.  12,  1853,  at  San- 
dusky, Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  he  is  a  son  of  Obediah 

C.  Mcl^uth  and  grandson  of  Amos  McLouth, 
the  latter  a  farmer  in  Michigan  throughout  his 
long  life.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  about  eighty, 
dying  on  his  fa  mi,  and  he  and  his  wife  Eleanor 
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are  buried  at  Sylvania,  Ohio,  which  is  near  the 
Michigan  line. 

Obediah  C.  McLouth  was  brought  up  on 
the  paternal  farm  in  Michigan,  but  when  a 
young  man  started  out  in  railroad  work,  which 
he  followed  a  short  time.  He  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  became  very  prominent  in  public 
life  as  well  as  in  his  profession.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Mackey  and  McLouth,  and  he  filled  a  number 
of  important  offices,  being  mayor  of  Sandusky, 
county  clerk  of  Erie  county,  and  assistant 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Sandusky,  where  he 
died  Feb.  22,  1909,  aged  eighty-five  years. 
During  the  last  ten  years  he  had  lived  retired. 
For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  McLouth  was  in- 
terested in  oil  production  in  Bradford,  Pa.,  in 
the  Cliarendon  field  in  Warren  county,  Pa.,  and 
at  Macksburg,  Ohio.  Politically  he  was  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  fraternally  a  blue 
lodge  Mason.    He  is  buried  at  Sandusky. 

Mr.  McLouth  married  Elizabeth  DeWitt, 
who  continues  to  make  her  home  at  San- 
dusky, where  she  and  her  family  have  been 
associated  with  the  Congregational  Church. 
She'  was  born  June  24,  1829,  at  Lambertville, 
N.  J.,  daughter  of  George  and  Hannah  E>e- 
Witt.  her  father  a  farmer  of  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  and  a  famous  shot  with  the  rifle.  Six 
children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Obediah 
C.  McLouth,  namely:  Charles  Lambert,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Mary  E.,  who  lives  at  San- 
dusky ;  Charles  A. ;  Jessie,  who  died  when 
fifteen  years  old ;  Lucy  M.,  wife  of  F.  P.  Zol- 
linger, president  of  the  Third  National  Bank 
of  Sandusky ;  and  Cora  L..  wife  of  Leonard  H. 
Goodman,  of  Columbus,  Ohio  (she  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  D.  A.  R.  at  Sandusky). 

Charles  A.  McLouth  acquired  his  educa- 
tion at  Sandusky,  where  he  attended  the  gram- 
mar and  high  schools  and  later  the  Buckeye 
Business  College.  He  learned  telegraphy  and 
became  an  operator  for  the  Tidioute  &  Titus- 
ville  Pipe  Line,  later  doing  similar  duty  on 
the  Union  Pipe  Line.  It  was  in  1873  ^^^i^  ^^ 
took  his  first  position  at  Titusville.  Pa.,  doing 
clerical  work  for  the  Church  Run  Pipe  Line 
Company ;  he  was  also  employed  at  Fagundus 
and  Triumph  and  duringf  his  association  with 
the  Union  Pipe  Line  Company  was  sent  to 
Millerstown,  Butler,  Parker  and  St.  Peters- 
burg before  coming  to  Oil  City  in  September. 
1878.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  clerical  work 
under  Artemis  Pitcaim  for  the  United  Pipe 
Lines,  under  which  title  various  pipe  line  com- 
panies consolidated  in  1877,  the  United  Pipe 
Lines  merging  with  others  in  1878  in  the  for- 


mation of  the  National  Transit  Company.  As 
his  familiarity  wth  the  business  of  this  com- 
pany increased,  and  his  ability  made  itself  felt 
in  the  competent  handling  of  all  responsibilities 
intrusted  to  him,  Mr.  McLouth  was  promoted 
steadily,  and  for  some  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  prior  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Standard 
Oil  interests,  in  December,  191 1,  he  was  audi- 
tor of  the  National  Transit  Company.  At 
that  time  he  was  made  assistant  treasurer  of 
the  Southern  Group  of  Pipe  Lines,  later  be- 
coming assistant  secretary  as  well,  and  at  the 
present  writing  continuing  to  fill  these  posi- 
tions. 

Mr.  McLouth  has  a  wide  acquaintance  so- 
cially, holding  membership  in  the  Oil  City  Boat 
Club,  Venango  Club,  Wanango  Country  Qub, 
National  Union,  Royal  Arcanum  and  Masonic 
fraternity.  His  Masonic  associations  are  with 
Petrolia  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ^L :  Oil  City  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  44,  K. 
T. ;  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth 
degree ;  Pennsylvania  Consistory,  thirty-sec- 
ond degree,  of  Pittsburgh;  and  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S..  of  Erie,  Pa.  He 
and  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Oil  City.  Mr.  Mc- 
Louth gives  his  political  support  to  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

On  Jan.  18,  1881,  Mr.  McLouth  married, 
at  St.  Petersburg,  Pa.,  Laura  E.  Kratzer,  who 
was  bom  April  17,  i860,  at  Allentown,  Pa., 
daughter  of  ?aul  Kratzer,  a  carriagemaker, 
who  came  to  the  oil  country  during  the  early 
part  of  the  excitement,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  producers,  operating  at  Pithole,  Venan- 
go county;  at  Jefferson,  in  Clarion  county; 
Duke  Center,  in  the  Bradford  field;  and  Qar- 
endon,  in  the  Warren  count>^  field.  He  died 
aged  seventy  years.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Mc- 
I^uth,  died  Oct.  26,  1917,  and  is  buried  in 
Grove  Hill  cemetery.  She  was  an  active  leader 
in  church  and  social  affairs,  president  of  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  the  church  and  at  the 
time  of  her  death  president  of  the  Belles 
Lettres  Club  of  Oil  City,  and  greatly  beloved 
for  her  helpful  participation  in  all  good  works. 
She  was  the  mother  of  the  following  children : 
Capt.  Ralph  DeWitt,  born  June  18,  1882,  was 
graduated  from  the  Oil  Citv  high  school  and 
attended  the  Case  School  of  Applied  Science, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  general  bookkeeper  for 
one  of  the  Southern  Group  of  Pipe  Lines,  and 
is  now  serving  in  France  as  a  captain  in  the 
ii2th  United  States  Infantry,  in  the  supply 
department;  he  married  Florence  M.  Morris. 
Gertrude,  born  Oct.  i.  i8qo,  was  graduated 
from  the  Oil  City  high  school  and  Wheaton 
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College,  Norton,  Mass.,  and  received  her  musi- 
cal education  under  private  instructors  in 
Boston,  Prof.  David  Ross  at  Hamburg  Con- 
servatory of  Music,  at  Toronto,  Canada,  Mr. 
James  Cuyler  Black  of  Oil  City  and  New 
York,  and  Mrs.  Florence  Wiley  Zerbe  of 
J'^ranklin,  Pa.  She  lives  with  her  father  at 
Oil  City,  where  she  holds  membership  in  Put- 
nam King  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

HON.  MARSHALL  LEE  PHIPPS,  mem- 
ber of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate  from  the 
district  comprising  Warren  and  Venango  coun- 
ties, has  evidently  inherited  the  typical  traits 
of  the  race  to  which  he  belongs.  Since  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  was  established 
members  of  the  Phipps  family  have  been  prom- 
inent in  affairs  of  business  and  state,  influen- 
tial in  its  social  and  educational  progress,  ready 
and  able  to  do  their  part  in  the  furtherance  of 
all  such  matters.  Mr.  Phipps  has  given  ample 
proof  of  possessing  the  distinctive  character- 
istics attaching  to  the  name.  Though  bom  to 
good  position,  he  has  not  been  content  with 
less  than  making  much  of  his  opportunities, 
having  one  of  those  fortunate  natures  whose 
ambition  is  not  dulled  by  easy  circumstances. 
He  has  worked  to  good  purp)Ose,  upholding 
creditably  the  dignity  of  the  worthy  name  he 
bears. 

Joseph  Phipps,  the  first  ancestor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  in  America,  came  hither  with 
William  Penn  in  1682.  Earlier  members  of 
the  family  in  this  country  were  James  Phipps 
(father  of  Sir  William  Phipps)  who  settled  in 
Maine  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
Solomon  Phipps,  who  settled  at  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  in  1642.  The  former,  with  others, 
founded  a  colony  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kenne- 
bec river  in  Maine,  and  being  a  gunsmith  and 
shipbuilder  was  very  useful  in  the  activities 
of  his  community,  whose  circumstances  and 
surroundings  were  of  the  most  primitive  char- 
acter. He  was  the  father  of  twenty-one  sons 
and  five  daughters.  Sir  William  Phipps,  the 
first  royal  governor  of  Massachusetts,  being 
the  youngest  son.  Through  his  numerous 
progeny,  intermarrying  with  other  old  New 
England  families,  the  descendants  of  this  re- 
markable man  have  for  over  three  hundred 
years  borne  their  part  in  the  history  and  de- 
velopment of  this  country. 

Joseph  Phipps  was  born  in  Reading,  Berk- 
shire, England,  in  1640.  In  1665  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Brimfield,  at 
St.  Lawrence  Church,  Reading.  Though  mar- 
ried in  the  Established  Church,  they  later 
joined  the  Society  of  Friends,  came  to  America 


from  Bristol  with  the  great  leader  of  that  sect, 
and  settled  at  Philadelphia,  where  many  of 
their  descendants  still  live.  Many  of  their 
posterity  have  occupied  prominent  and  use- 
ful positions  in  the  government  and  develop- 
ment of  the  State  and  Nation.  Abingdon,  a 
beautiful  suburb  of  Philadelphia,  was  so  named 
by  Joseph  Phipps  after  a  favorite  country 
seat  near  Oxford,  England.  It  remains  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendants,  and  a  dwelling 
which  he  erected  in  1697,  two  Friends'  meet- 
ing houses,  and  Abingdon  Seminary,  are  sub- 
stantial reminders  of  the  original  owner.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  general  assemblymen  of 
Pennsylvania,  being  one  of  the  nine  members 
elect  who  represented  Chester  county  in  the 
first  assembly  convened  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
loth  of  January,  1683. 

Joseph  Phipps  (2),  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Brimfield)  Phipps,  was  born  in  England  and 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents  in  1682.  He 
lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  two  years  old. 

Nathan  Phipps,  son  of  Joseph  Phipps  (2), 
was  reared  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Phila- 
delphia homestead  of  the  family,  married,  and 
resided  in  Chester  county. 

Samuel  Phipps,  son  of  Nathan  Phipps)  was 
born  in  Chester  county  in  1735,  and  lived  to  the 
remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years, 
dying  Jan.  5,  1841,  in  what  was  then  Worth- 
ington  township,  Butler  Co.,  Ohio.  He  had 
moved  to  that  State  in  the  year  181 5.  His 
wife,  Mary  Marshall,  a  member  of  a  famous 
Pennsylvania  family,  cousin  of  "Mad  An- 
thony" Wayne,  was  bom  in  1746  and  died  in 
1836.  Their  children  were :  John ;  Sarah,  who 
married  William  Wise ;  Samuel,  who  was  killed 
on  the  Maumee  while  serving  under  General 
Wayne  in  that  last  campaign  against  the  In- 
dians; Rachel,  who  died  unmarried;  Joseph, 
who  was  accidentally  killed ;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried John  Duncan;  Robert,  who  married  a 
Miss  Halferday;  and  Nathan,  who  married 
Edith  Updegraff. 

John  Phipps,  son  of  Samuel  Phipps,  was 
bom  in  Chester  county  March  22,  1765,  and 
died  Jan.  22,  1833.  After  reaching  maturity 
he  removed  to  Westmoreland  county.  Pa., 
where  he  married  and  whence  he  removed  to 
Venango  county  in  1797,  settling  on  a  tract 
of  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Scrub- 
grass  (now  Clinton)  township,  upon  part  of 
which  the  Witherup  and  Cross  families  now 
reside.  The  land  was  surveyed  for  him  by 
Col.  Samuel  Dale.  Mr.  Phipps  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  Venango  county,  coming 
hither  when  it  was  a  wilderness,  and  he  and  his 
family  experienced  the  privations  and  hard- 
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ships  typical  of  pioneer  life.  Their  nearest 
neighbors  were  two  and  a  half  miles  distant. 
Mr.  Phipps  took  an  active  part  in  the  govern- 
ment as  well  as  the  material  development  of  the 
region,  being  chosen  constable  in  1811,  1825, 
1&7  and  1828;  appraiser  in  1822;  and  over- 
seer in  1820.  On  June  5,  1792,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  West  Fairfield  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  to  Catharine  Haney,  who  was  bom 
June  3,  1773,  and  survived  him  but  a  few 
months,  her  death  occurring  May  14,  1833. 
Both  died  at  their  homestead  in  Scrubgrass  . 
township  and  are  buried  in  the  old  Calvert  and 
Riddle  cemetery.  Of  their  thirteen  children, 
ten — five  sons  and  five  daughters — reached  ma- 
turity, and  we  have  the  following  record  of 
this  family:  David  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Mary,  born  June  12,  1794,  married 
Levi  Williams.  Samuel,  father  of  Cyrus 
Dixon  Phipps,  of  Rocky  Grove,  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Sarah,  born  Aug.  16, 
1797,  the  first  white  child  bom  in  Scrubgrass 
township,  married  Allan  McDowell  and  (sec- 
ond) a  Mr.  Sloan,  and  removed  to  Ohio. 
Catharine,  bom  April  17,  1799,  married  Rob- 
ert Riddle.  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  14,  1800, 
married  Capt.  Abraham  Withemp,  and  died 
Nov.  19,  1880.  Nancy,  bom  June  15,  1802, 
married  George  McKinly.  Jane,  born  April 
I,  1803,  died  the  same  day.  John  died  in  in- 
fancy. Maj.  John,  born  Nov.  8,  1806,  died 
Sept.  14.  1876:  he  served  a  number  of  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace;  he  married  Barbara 
Hoffman  and  lived  in  Irwin  township,  Ve- 
nango county.  Robert,  born  Jan.  6,  1809,  died 
in  1862  in  southern  Venango  county;  he  mar- 
ried Ann  Canan.  Joseph  was  the  grand- 
father of  Hon.  Marshall  Lee  Phipps. 

Joseph  Phipps,  bom  Oct.  12,  1812,  in  Clin- 
ton township,  Venango  county,  died  in  1872. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his 
active  career.  Possessed  of  an  energetic  mind, 
he  was  interested  in  public  affairs  as  well, 
always  holding  some  local  office  and  discharg- 
ing its  duties  capably.  On  Sept.  13,  1835,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Lowrie  Whann,  of  Scrub- 
grass  township  (daughter  of  Robert  S. 
Whann),  who  died  Sept.  17,  1852.  On  May 
4,  1854,  he  married  (second)  Jane  B.  Ander- 
son, daugrhter  of  Samuel  Anderson,  of  Butler 
county.  Pa.  She  died  June  6,  1900.  There 
were  children  by  both  unions,  bom  as  follows : 
Catharine  E.,  Nov.  30,  1836  (died  Jan.  22, 
1840)  ;  Maj.  Robert  Johnson,  Jan.  24,  1839 
(major  in  the  Civil  war) ;  John  Alorgan, 
June  6,  1841  (died  Jan.  24,  1863,  from  illness 
caused  by  the  hardships  of  army  life  while 
he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  John 


M.  Phipps  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Clintonville,  is 
named  in  his  honor)  ;  Walter  Lowrie,  Jan.  22, 
1843  (died  Sept.  25,  1851)  ;  Abraham  Milton, 
Feb.  12,  1845  (died  Sept.  25,  1851);  Eliza- 
beth, Dec.  8,  1847  (died  Oct.  9,  1851)  ;  Joseph 
Murphy,  April  6,  1849  (died  Sept  25,  1851)  ; 
to  the  second  marriage — Samuel  A.,  Feb.  7, 

1855  (died  Feb.  2,  1863)  ;  Walter  A.,  Aug.  13, 

1856  (married  Alice  E.  Palmer  Dec.  i,  1886) ; 
George  T.,  Nov.  11,  1858  (married  Mary  A. 
Cassidy  Nov.  3,  1897) ;  Melvin,  March  3,  1861 
(married  Mary  Milford,  June  24,  1885)  ;  Vil- 
ena  E.,  May  21,  1863  (married  Thomas  C. 
Hovis  March  10,  1896)  :  Imelda  N.,  Jan.  12, 
1866  (married  Feb.  10,  1886,  William  Curtis, 
of  Oil  City). 

Maj.  Robert  Johnson  Phipps,  born  in  Clin- 
ton township  Jan.  24,  1839,  received  a  common 
school  education.  He  had  a  brief  business 
experience  in  Franklin  and  on  Oil  creek  be- 
fore his  enlistment,  Oct.  14,  1861,  in  Company 
H,  4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  he  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  all  the  time  with  the  cav- 
alry corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac-  That 
he  saw  an  unusual  amount  of  field  service  may 
be  judged  from  the  number  of  engagements  in 
which  he  participated,  fifty-six,  all  those  of 
his  command  from  the  Peninsular  campaign  to 
Appomattox  campaign,  when  Lee  surrendered. 
He  became  company  quartermaster  sergeant 
Nov.  I,  1861 ;  first  sergeant,  Nov.  i,  1862;  sec- 
ond lieutenant,  March  i,  1863;  first  lieutenant^ 
March  25,  1863;  captain,  Aug.  i,  1864;  major, 
March  7,  1865;  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  March  13,  1865,  upon  the 
personal  recommendation  of  General  Sheri- 
dan; and  was  honorably  discharged  May  17, 
1865.  Major  Phipps  was  on  the  staff  of  Gen. 
J.  Irving  Gregg,  serving  as  inspector  general 
of  the  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  Oct.  13,  1863,  to 
May  6,  1865,  when  relieved  of  staff  duty  at  his 
own  request. 

After  the  war  Major  Phipps  was  occupied  in 
mercantile  pursuits  for  a  time,  at  Franklin, 
Polk  and  Parker.  In  1869  he  retumed  from 
Parker  to  Clintonville,  Venango  county,  and 
within  a  few  years  was  interested  in  oil  pro- 
duction, about  1875  embarking  upon  operations 
in  the  Bullion  field  and  later  in  Butler  county. 
In  1886  he  undertook  the  superintendence  of 
the  extensive  oil  operations  and  interests  of 
Hon.  T.  W.  Phillips  in  Butler  and  Bedford 
counties,  continuing:  to  be  so  engaged  until 
1890,  when  Mr.  Phillips  sold  out  to  the  Forest 
Oil  Company,  one  of  the  producing  branches 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  The  new 
owners  also  availed  themselves  of  his  knowl- 
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edge  and  experience,  and  until  disabled  by  ill- 
ness he  was  superintendent  of  the  Forest  Oil 
Company's  interests  north  of  the  Ohio,  with 
headquarters  at  Butler.  A  paralytic  stroke 
July  I,  1904,  incapacitated  him  partly  for  busi- 
ness, and  he  was  brought  to  Franklin,  where 
he  had  erected  a  fine  residence  in  1889. 
Though  he  had  temporary  periods  of  improve- 
ment he  was  an  invaHd  thereafter  until  his 
death,  Dec.  10,  1905.  Major  Phipps  was  a 
man  of  remarkable  character.  He  had  great 
gifts  for  business  and  masterful  executive  • 
ability,  so  that  his  conscientious  devotion  to 
duty  resulted  in  wonderful  efficiency,  enabling 
him  to  dispatch  an  unusual  quantity  of  work 
as  well  as  to  find  a  way  out  of  difficult  prob- 
lems of  all  kinds.  Yet  he  was  unassuming 
about  his  own  merits,  kindly  and  courteous 
in  all  the  associations  of  life,  and  deservedly 
honored  wherever  he  went.  He  had  a  wide 
acquaintanceship  in  the  social  and  fraternal 
organizations,  with  which  he  maintained  ac- 
tive membership.  A  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  he 
affiliated  with  Myrtle  Lodge,  at  Franklin,  and 
was  one  of  its  oldest  members  at  the  time  of 
his  death :  belonged  to  Tancred  Commandery, 
K.  T..  at  Pittsburgh,  and  had  filled  at  diflFerent 
times  all  the  offices  in  the  Masonic  bodies  at 
Butler.  As  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  he 
joined  Mays  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  the  Loyal  Legion 
and  the  Union  Veteran  Legion  in  Butler  county, 
,  and  was  colonel  commander  in  the  latter  of 
Encampment  No.  45,  for  several  terms.  At 
ClintonvUle,  in  1883,  he  joined  the  Knights 
and  Ladies  of  Honor,  transferring  later  to 
Crawford  Lodge  at  Franklin. 

On  Jan.  16,  1865,  Major  Phipps  was  mar- 
ried to  Harriet  Agnes  Cross,  daughter  of  Judge 
Robert  and  Hannah  (McKissick)  Cross,  and 
they  had  two  children:  Marshall  Lee  and 
Lizzie.  The  latter,  born  Nov.  2,  1867,  died 
March  11,  1883.  Mrs.  Phipps  is  living  with 
her  son  in  Franklin. 

Marshall  Lee  Phipps  was  bom  March  4, 
1866,  at  Polk,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.  His  prepara- 
tory education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  home  locality  and  at  Clinton- 
ville  Academy,  after  which  he  matriculated  at 
Lafayette  College,  Easton.  Pa.,  taking  the  full 
course.  He  was  graduated  in  1888  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.,  and  has  since  received  the 
master's  decree.  His  law  studies  were  carried 
on  in  the  office  of  Lee  and  Criswell,  at  Frank- 
lin, and  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
courts  of  Venango  county  in  1892.  later  gain- 
ing admission  to  the  Supreme  and  Superior 
courts.  Though  since  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  he  has  combined  many  other  inter- 


ests with  his  legal  work,  his  business,  profes- 
sional and  public  responsibilities  giving  breadth 
and  variety  to  a  very  busy  life.  His  business 
operations  have  been  chiefly  in  the  production 
of  oil,  on  his  holdings  in  Venango  and  Law- 
rence counties,  this  State.  Mr.  Phipps  had 
considerable  court  experience  in  the  early 
part  of  his  career,  having  entered  the  prothono- 
tary's  office  at  Franklin  as  deputy  and  served 
six  years  in  that  capacity,  after  which  he  held 
the  office  of  prothonotary  for  a  like  period, 
by  election.  In  191 4  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate,  and  on  Nov.  6,  191 8,  was  re- 
elected, for  another  term  of  four  years,  by  a 
majority  of  2,600  votes.  His  services  in  that 
body  have  been  highly  creditable  to  him  per- 
sonally as  well  as  to  the  district  which  he  rep- 
resents. 

He  was  honored  by  three  governors,  Stuart, 
Tener  and  Brumbaugh,  with  appointment  as 
trustee  of  the  State  Institution  for  Feeble 
Minded  at  Polk,  Venango  county.  For  fifteen 
years  Mr.  Phipps  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  from  which 
he  retired  with  the  rank  of  major,  having 
served  as  major  and  aide  de  camp  on  the 
staflF  of  Major  Generals  Wiley  and  Miller. 
The  Republican  organization  in  the  State 
counts  him  among  its  most  dependable 
workers.  For  one  term  he  was  dhairman 
of  the  Republican  County  committee,  and 
he  was  secretary  of  that  body  for  ten 
years.  His  popularity  also  extends  to  his 
social  connections,  which  include  membership 
in  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Franklin;  Venango  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No. 
211 ;  Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44,  K.  T.  (he 
has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Ma- 
sonry) ;  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  and  the  Franklin  Club. 

On  Nov.  6,  1901,  Mr.  Phipps  married  Bell 
Campbell,  daughter  of  Howard  and  Mary 
(EHckey)  Campbell,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Hon.  John  Dickey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phipps  have 
one  daughter,  Harriet  Campbell  Phipps,  bom 
Nov.  8,  1905. 

JOHN  LINN  McCALMONT  is  now  living 
retired  at  Cooperstown  after  a  well  spent  and 
prosperous  career  in  Sugarcreek  township, 
with  which  locality  this  Scotch-Irish  family 
has  been  identified  for  over  a  century.  There 
is  hardly  a  name  in  Venango  county  better 
known  than  that  of  McCalmont,  or  which  has 
had  more  honorable  associations,  and  he  is  no 
exception  to  the  rule,  bearing  a  reputation  for 
substantial  qualities  which  stamps  him  as  a 
worthy  member  of  a  race  which  has  acquitted 
itself  well  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 
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Many  of  the  McCalmonts  have  been  dis- 
tinguished in  the  public  service,  as  far  back 
as  Colonial  days  in  Pennsylvania.  The  ancient 
history  of  this  line  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  Robert  McCalmont,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
The  branch  of  the  family  here  under  con- 
sideration are  the  posterity  of  Thomas  McCal- 
mont, the  Covenanter  minister  who  was  perse- 
cuted for  his  faith  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II, 
and  who  made  his  escape  by  crossing  in  a 
fishing  boat  to  Ireland,  where  he  settled  at 
Cairn  Castle,  in  County  Antrim.  His  children 
were:  Thomas,  next  in  the  line  we  are  trac- 
ing; James,  bom  in  1707,  who  married  Hannah 
Blair;  John,  bom  May  i,  1709,  who  married 
a  Latimer,  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  came 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, dying  in  1779;  Robert — no  trace  of  his 
descendants;  and  Hugh. 

Thomas  McCalmont  (2)  was  a  resident  of 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  for  a  short  time 
previous  to  1766.  Subsequently  he  joined  his 
brother  John  in  America,  and  he  was  drowned 
in  crossing  a  river  near  Philadelphia  on  his 
way  to  meet  his  son  Robert,  who  had  come  in 
his  ship  to  conduct  him  back  to  Ireland.  He 
married  Susan  Wallace. 

John  McCalmont,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  was 
bom  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  near  the 
town  of  the  same  name,  Jan.  i  or  1 1,  1750  (old 
style),  and  came  to  America  when  sixteen 
years  old.  He  had  been  apprenticed  to  a 
clockmaker,  but  not  liking  either  his  master 
or  the  trade  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  captain  of  the  ship  "Rose,''  to  serve  three 
years  for  his  passage  to  this  country,  with  the 
privilege  of  selecting  the  person  with  whom  he 
should  live,  and  of  having  his  indenture  can- 
celled on  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money. 
He  remained  near  Philadelphia  until  1773,  in 
which  year  he  married  Elizabeth  Conard  or 
Kundcrs,  who  was  born  in  1750,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Jane  (Stroud)  Conard  or  Kunders, 
of  Philadelphia  county,  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Streipers) 
Conard  or  Kunders.  Thomas  Kunders  and 
the  famous  Pastorius  were  the  first  in  America 
to  protest  against  human  slavery.  John  McCal- 
mont was  out  with  the  militia  in  the  Revolu- 
tion one  tour  of  ser\'ice  under  General  Lacey, 
in  Capt.  Alexander  Brown's  company,  and 
wintered  with  Washington  at  Valley  Forge. 
In  1783,  after  a  few  years*  residence  in  the 
Kishacoquillas  valley  at  Greenwood  (now 
Mifflin  county),  near  Lewistown,  he  moved  to 
the  Nittany  valley  in  Center  county,  where  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  where  Jackson- 
ville is  located,  his  home  being  a   few  rods 


from  the  Lick  Run  meeting  house.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1803-05,  when  he  removed 
to  \'enango  county  and  settled  in  Sugarcreek 
township,  about  four  miles  north  of  Franklin. 
John  McCalmont  died  Aug.  3,  1832,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  Henry  in  Complanter  town- 
ship, and  was  buried  in  the  U.  P.  (Seceder) 
churchyard  there,  at  Plumer.  His  wife  died 
Aug.  10-12,  1829,  aged  seventy-seven  years, 
and  was  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  at  Frank- 
lin. They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Thomas,  bom  Oct.  14,  1774,  came 
to  Venango  county  in  1802;  Henry,  bom 
March  15,  1776,  came  to  Venango  county  in 
1819,  removed  to  Cornplanter  township  in 
185 1,  and  founded  the  town  of  Plumer;  John, 
bom  Jan.  15,  1779,  was  drowned  when  about 
eighteen  months  old;  James,  born  May  17, 
1781,  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  war  of  1812, 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Bridgewater 
(Lundy's  Lane)  and  died  about  three  weeks 
later  at  Black  Rock,  near  Buffalo;  Robert, 
bom  Aug.  26-27,  1783,  came  to  Venango 
county  in  1802  with  his  brother  Thomas,  and 
settled  a  tract  on  the  Dempseytown  road  some 
five  miles  from  Franklin,  with  the  assistance 
of  Jacob  Whitman  and  John  Lupher  building 
the  cabin  into  which  their  parents  and  family 
moved;  Alexander,  who  served  ten  years  as 
presiding  judge  of  the  Eighteenth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  is  mentioned  in  the 
sketch  of  his  grandson,  Robert  McCalmont : 
John,  born  Sept.  9,  1788,  came  to  Venango 
county  in  1803  and  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  his  day  here,  a  successful 
manufacturer  and  at  one  time  county  treasurer ; 
Elizabeth,  bom  Feb.  3,  1791,  married  William 
Shaw;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  3,  1792,  married 
George  Crain;  Jane,  born  Oct.  8,  1794,  mar- 
ried James  Ricketts;  Joseph  was  the  father 
of  John  Linn  McCalmont. 

Joseph  McCalmont  was  born  Nov.  23,  1800, 
in  Center  county.  Pa.,  and  came  to  Venango 
county  with  his  parents,  growing  up  in  Siigar- 
creek  township.  In  1829  he  purchased  the 
farm  in  that  township  upon  which  he  resided 
until  his  death,  a  tract  eight  miles  from  Frank- 
lin, near  the  present  Valley  Mills,  comprising 
160  acres.  He  made  all  the  early  improve- 
ments upon  this  property,  erecting  all  the 
buildings  now  standing  thereon,  the  present 
house  having  been  buih  in  1855  to  replace  the 
old  log  dwelling  and  the  barn  in  1848;  the 
heavy  timbers  and  solid  constmction  of  the 
latter  have  endured  unimpaired  in  over  half 
a  century  of  use.  Mr.  McCalmont  married 
Margaret  Linn,  daughter  of  John  Linn,  of 
Center   county,    who   was   born   east   of   the 
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mountains  and  came  to  Venango  county  with 
her  parents  in  childhood.  Mrs.  McCalmont 
lived  to  be  seventy-two  years  old,  dying  Feb. 
7,  1873,  ^"^  her  maiden  sister,  Jemima,  who 
always  lived  with  her,  also  reached  an  advanced 
age.  Mr.  McCalmont  passed  away  April  22, 
1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCalmont  are  buried  at 
the  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
they  were  original  members,  both  having  been 
stanch  Presbyterians.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eight  children:  (i)  Jemima  Linn  married 
Andrew  Johnston,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and 
had  four  children,  Andrew  Porter  Wilson, 
Jemima  Linn,  Joseph  McCalmont  (who  died  in 
California  in  1912)  and  Katherine  (now  liv- 
ing in  Norfolk,  Nebr.).  The  eldest  son,  An- 
drew Porter  Wilson,  began  his  life  work  as  a 
civil  engineer,  and  was  retired  m  191 7  as 
supervisor  of  the  Middle  division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad,  now  living  in  Altoona,  Pa. 
The  daughter  Jemima  Linn  is  the  wife  of 
William  Andrew  Crawford,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work.  She  was  named  for 
Jemima  Linn,  the  maiden  sister  of  Mrs. 
Margaret  (Linn)  McCalmont,  and  is  the  third 
of  the  name.  The  family  are  proud  of  their 
Linn  connections,  and  every  descendant  has 
either  a  son  or  a  daughter  who  bears  the 
name.  (2)  Emily  married  Samuel  Cooper, 
and  died  in  Louisiana  when  past  eighty.  (3) 
Sarah  J.  married  T.  Wilson  Brown  and  moved 
to  Greenville,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.  They  had  two 
children ;  the  eldest  son,  George,  is  one  of  the 
firm  of  the  Winton  automobile  manufacturers, 
being  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company, 
and  the  other  son,  Charles,  is  connected  with 
the  Winton  automobile  business  in  New  York. 
(4)  James  Fleming  taught  in  Venango  county 
in  his  early  manhood  and  later  lived  on  a  farm 
in  Nebraska,  retiring  two  years  before  his 
death.  During  these  two  years  he  made  his 
home  with  his  brother  John  L.  McCalmont, 
until  he  met  an  accidental  death  when  almost 
eighty  years  old,  being  killed  on  the  railroad 
at  Prentice  Station,  this  county.  He  never 
married.  (5)  Murray  L.  lived  on  part  of  the 
old  farm,  and  his  son  John  K.  McCalmont, 
now  forty-five  years  old,  is  still  residing  there. 
(6)  Susan  died  in  infancy.  (7)  Margaret 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Crapper,  lives 
at  Spokane,  Wash.  (8)  John  Linn  completes 
the  family. 

John  Linn  McCalmont  was  bom  Sept.  4, 
1845,  ^^  Sugarcreek  township,  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  and  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  having  the  aver- 
age advantages  enjoyed  by  other  boys  of  the 
period.    Practically  all  his  active  life  was  spent 


on  the  paternal  estate,  for  agreeable  to  the 
terms  of  his  father's  will  he  bought  out  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  farm  and 
continued  general  farming  there  until  his  re- 
.tirement.  He  operated  the  place  profitably  for 
many  years,  being  one  of  the  most  successful 
agriculturists  of  his  locality,  and  eventually 
sold  it,  moving  into  the  town  of  Cooperstown 
to  enjoy  his  leisure  years  in  comfort  and  the 
agreeable  associations  of  many  old  friendships. 
Mr.  McCalmont  served  his  township  in  the 
capacity  of  road  commissioner  for  three  years, 
and  both  as  an  official  and  private  citizen, 
could  always  be  counted  upon  for  public- 
spirited  cooperation  in  the  best  movements  of 
the  day.  Like  the  family  generally,  he  has 
adhered  to  the  Democratic  party  on  political 
issues.  He  has  long  attended  and  supported 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1870  Mr.  McCalmont  married  Martha 
Beggs,  of  Canal  township,  this  county,  then 
a  young  ^irl,  and  she  died  in  1893,  the  mother 
of  six  children :  Amy  Linn  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years,  unmarried;  Margaret 
died  in  childhood ;  Warren,  who  never  married, 
lived  on  the  home  place  and  later  in  Colorado, 
where  he  died  when  thirty  years  old;  Belle 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ;  Andrew 
Lee  died  in  infancy ;  Stuart  is  the  only  survivor 
of  this  family.  He  lives  at  Raton,  N.  Mex., 
and  is  engaged  as  a  conductor  on  the  Santa  Fe 
&  Rocky  Mountain  railroad.  His  brothers 
and  sisters  having  sdccumbed  to  tubercular 
trouble,  he  was  sent  West  when  twelve  years 
old  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and  has  re- 
mained in  that  section;  he  married  a  Kansas 
girl,  Pearl  Kugher,  and  they  have  three  sons, 
Warren,  Don  and  John  Henry. 

Mr.  McCalmont  married  for  his  second  wife 
Jennie  Thompson,  of  Franklin,  daughter  of 
William  and  Helen  (Shannon)  Thompson. 
Her  father  was  accidentally  killed  when  she 
was  a  child,  while  engaged  in  "shooting"  an 
oil  well,  but  her  mother  reached  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  dying  in  1914.  Mrs.  McCalmont 
was  bom  in  Venango  county,  and  was  engaged 
as  a  dressmaker  in  Franklin  up  to  the  time  of 
her  marriage,  making  many  warm  friends  in 
the  course  of  an  active,  helpful  life.  She  has 
always  been  known  for  her  good  spirits  and 
cheerful  outlook  on  life,  and  her  pleasant, 
vivacious  disposition  has  created  a  genial  home 
atmosphere  agreeable  alike  to  her  family  and 
other  social  companions. 

LYMAN  LINCOLN  GRAHAM,  of  Oil 
City,  is  associated  in  responsible  capacity  with 
the   leading  gas   interests   in   this   section   of 
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Pennsylvania.  Bom  Jan.  lo,  1866,  at  Lincoln- 
ville,  in  Bloomfield  township,  Crawford  Co., 
Pa.,  Mr.  Graham  belongs  to  a  family  long 
resident  in  western  Pennsylvania.  His  great- 
grandfather, James  Graham,  is  buried  ifi  Fair- 
view  township,  Beaver  county.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Seceder  Church.  Of  his  three 
sons,  Hugh,  William  and  Noble,  Hugh  was 
the  grandfather  of  Lyman  L.  Graham. 

Hugh  Graham  was  born  in  Beaver  county. 
Pa.,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Craw- 
ford county,  following  his  trade  of  cabinet- 
maker and  carpenter  there  throughout  his  ac- 
tive years.  He  lived  retired  for  some  time  be- 
fore his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  home  of 
his  son  in  Meadville  when  he  was  eighty-four 
years  old,  and  is  buried  at  that  city.  He  was 
a  Seceder  in  religion  and  a  Republican  in  pol- 
itics. To  his  marriage  with  Anne  Johnson,  of 
Beaver  county,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  were  born  four  children :  James, 
Maria,  Samuel  C.  (who  married  Lucy  Powell) 
and  Jane  (Mrs.  William  Donaldson). 

James  Graham,  son  of  Hugh  and  Anne 
(Johnson)  Graham,  was  born  in  1840  in  Fair- 
view  township,  Beaver  county,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools.  By  calling 
he  was  a  carpenter.  He  was  only  a  boy  when 
the  family  removed  to  Bloomfield  township, 
Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  where  the  better  portion  of 
his  life  was  spent,  though  his  death  took  place 
in  Plum  township,  V^enango  county,  in  August, 
1894.  He  served  two  terms  as  clerk  of  the 
courts  in  Crawford  county,  to  which  position 
he  was  elected  in  188 1  and  1884,  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  he  held  the  offices  of  justice  of 
the  peace  and  school  director  in  his  home  town- 
ship. He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Meadville,  serving  as 
elder.  His  wife,  Sally  (Lincoln),  a  native  of 
Lincolnville,  Crawford  county,  died  in  1912  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  is  buried  in 
Grove  Hill  cemetery  at  Oil  City.  Mr.  Graham 
is  interred  at  Sunville,  Venango  county.  Their 
family  consisted  of  four  children :  Eva  Ellen, 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  R.  D.  Marsh ; 
Jennie  E.,  now  living  at  West  Sunbury,  Butler 
Co..  Pa.;  Ada  A.,  wife  of  C.  A.  Gilliland,  of 
Oil  City ;  and  Lyman  Lincoln. 

Seth  C.  Lincoln,  father  of  Mrs.  Sally  (Lin- 
coln) Graham,  lived  for  a  time  in  New  York 
State  after  leaving  his  old  home  near  Monson, 
Mass.,  there  following  agricultural  pursuits. 
Then  he  came  to  the  headwaters  of  Oil  creek 
and  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  the  wilderness, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
typical  pioneer  activities.  He  cut  timber  and 
rafted  it   down  to   Pittsburgh,  built  a  large 


dam  for  waterpower  and  erected  a  fine  sawmill 
and  grist  mill,  and  founded  the  town  of  Lin- 
colnville, named  in  his  honor.  When  he 
settled  there  Meadville,  twenty-one  miles  dis- 
tant, was  the  nearest  town.  He  was  accident- 
ally killed  while  rafting  lumber  down  Oil 
creek,  at  what  is  now  known  as  McClintock- 
ville,  while  yet  a  young  man,  still  in  the  midst 
of  his  labors.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Lincoln, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Clark.  Seth  C.  Lincoln  and 
his  wife  Lucina  (Wood)  are  buried  at  Lin- 
colnville. They  had  children  as  follows: 
Edwin;  Eliza,  wife  of  Lafayette  Buchanan; 
Lyman  S.,  who  married  Sarah  Martin,  both 
being  now  deceased;  Lodica,  a  resident  of 
Lincolnville,  who  married  Jerome  Harrington 
and  (second)  Lewis  Hubbell;  Sally,  Mrs. 
James  Graham;  and  Polly. 

Lyman  Lincoln  Graham  acquired  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Smith  business  college  in  Meadville. 
Pa.  In  1888  he  came  to  Oil  City  in  the  interest 
of  William  Fleming,  an  active  oil  producer, 
with  whom  he  continued  for  seven  months,  in 
1889  becoming  land  agent  for  the  South  Penn 
Oil  Company  in  Oil  City,  and  acting  as  such 
until  1908.  His  time  has  since  been  devoted 
principally  to  gas  interests.  He  first  became 
associated  with  the  United  Natural  Gas  Com- 
pany as  land  agent  in  1898,  and  ten  years  ago 
was  elected  secretary,  later  being  elected  vice 
president  as  well.  He  is  deeply  interested  in 
local  aflfairs  of  any  kind  which  have  the  gen- 
eral welfare  for  their  object,  has  served  a  term 
on  the  school  board  as  representative  from  the 
Seventh  ward,  and  is  an  earnest  supporter  of 
Trinity  M.  E.  Church.  In  sympathy  with  the 
needs  of  the  hour,  he  holds  membership  in  the 
National  Security  League  and  the  Red  Cross. 
In  political  opinion  he  is  a  Republican.  Upon 
reaching  his  majority  Mr.  Graham  joined 
Crawford  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Meadville, 
with  which  he  is  still  affiliated,  and  has  served 
as  secretary  of  that  body;  in  Oil  City  he  be- 
longs to  Tent  No.  21,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  the  Pro- 
tected Home  Circle,  and  Oil  City  Lodge.  No. 
344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

In  1887  Mr.  Graham  married  Nettie  L. 
Barnes,  of  Meadville,  who  was  bom  Jan.  10, 
1867.  and  died  March  13,  1913,  the  mother 
of  children  as  follows:  Frederick  Wallace, 
bom  April  i.  1889,  died  Feb.  i,  1903;  Orson 
James,  born  May  19,  1894,  was  educated  in  the 
Oil  City  high  school,  Allegheny  College  and 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania (where  he  attended  two  years),  and 
is  now  first  lieutenant  of  Company  I,  315th 
Regiment,  Infantry,  stationed  at  Camp  Meade, 
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in  Mainland ;  Mortimer  Elliott,  bom  Oct.  i8, 
1901,  is  a  student  in  the  high  school  at  Oil  City ; 
Constance  Virginia,  bom  June  i,  1906,  is  at- 
tending public  school  in  Oil  City.  Mrs. 
Graham  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemeter}^  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Graham  married  Sarah  C. 
Councilman,  who  was  bom  May  17,  1874,  in 
East  Fairfield  township,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa., 
daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Price)  Council- 
man.   They  have  no  children. 

Mrs.  Graham  is  a  granddaughter  of  Peter 
Kuntzelman  (as  the  name  was  originally  writ- 
ten), a  native  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pa.,  bom 
Feb.  II,  1796,  who  settled  on  a  farm  above 
Sandy  Lake,  in  Mercer  county.  Pa.,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  tl^re.  He  made  the 
journey  from  his  early  home  to  this  section  by 
wagon  to  Lake  Erie,  thence  down  to  Harts- 
town  and  Sandy  Lake,  and  there  he  and  his 
wife  Sarah  lived  to  old  age  and  are  buried. 
His  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  is  now  owned 
by  his  grandsons.  His  children  were  born  as 
follows:  Joel,  June  27,  1820;  Lavina,  April 
5,  1823;  Catherine,  Sept.  23,  1824;  Lucianna, 
Aug.  12,  1826;  John,  Aug.  22,  1828;  Caroline, 
June  29,  1830;  Sarah,  Nov.  16,  1831 ;  Eliza- 
beth, June  12,  1833;  Peter,  Jan.  12,  1837; 
Phoebe,  March  25,  1843;  Eliza,  Oct.  15,  1844. 
The  family  were  German  Lutherans  in  relig- 
ious connection.  Politically  Mr.  Kuntzelman 
was  a  Democrat. 

John  Councilman,  father  of  Mrs.  Graham, 
was  bom  Aug.  22,  1828,  and  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 19 16,  at  Shaws  Landing,  in  East  Fairfield 
township,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.  He  was  a  boy 
when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Mercer 
county,  and  there  he  remained  until  just  be- 
fore the  Civil  war,  when  he  married  and  re- 
moved to  Crawford  county,  acquiring  a  large 
farm  in  East  Fairfield  township  upon  which 
he  resided  until  his  death.  He  enlisted  at 
Meadville  and  serv^ed  throughout  the  Civil 
war.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Councilman  had 
two  sons,  Charles  and  William,  and  seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  his  second  union,  with  Ellen 
Price,  namely:  George  N. :  Mary,  Mrs.  Elmer 
McCauley;  Fannie,  Mrs.  F.  K.  Stern:  Sarah 
C,  Mrs.  Lyman  L.  Graham :  Frank,  who  is  in 
the  regular  army,  at  West  Point,  N.  Y. ;  Joel, 
of  Sharon,  Pa.;  and  Stanley,  who  married 
Mary  Battels.  The  mother  of  this  family  con- 
tinues to  reside  on  the  old  farm  at  Shaws  Land- 
ing, in  East  Fairfield  township,  anS  the  father 
is  buried  in  the  Conneaut  cemetery  in  that 
township.  He  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old 
school. 

Mrs.  Ellen  (Price)  Councilman  was  bom 
Oct.    22,     1845,    at    Lambertonville,    N.    J., 


daughter  of  Nathaniel  Price.  Mrs.  Nettie  L. 
(Barnes)  Graham  was  a  granddaughter  of 
Sluman  Barnes,  of  Ravenna,  Portage*  Co., 
Ohio,  who  died  when  about  eighty  years  old. 
He  followed  the  calling  of  carpenter  all  his 
life.  He  married  Abigail  Chase,  and  of  his 
large  family  we  have  record  of  Orson  M.  (who 
married  Emily  Slater),  Harriet  (Mrs.  Merri- 
man),  Lucina  (who  married  Putnam  Reed), 
Phila  (Mrs.  Frank  Cannon),  Delia  Laurinda 
(Mrs.  John  WilliamUrick,  of  Meadville,  Pa.), 
and  Albert  E.  (of  Warren,  Ohio,  whose  wife's 
name  is  Ida).  Orson  M.'was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Graham.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  four 
miles  west  of  Ravenna,  where  his  early  life 
was  spent  and  where  he  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  Civil  war.  At  the  close  of  his  military 
duties  he  located  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  taking  a 
position  as  stationary  engineer  with  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company  which  he  held  until  1889, 
when  he  removed  to  Oil  City  and  found 
similar  employment  with  the  National  Transit 
Company  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  He  is  buried  at  Meadville.  His  wife, 
Emily  Elizabeth  (Slater),  lived  to  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  Both  their  children,  Qara 
and  Nettie  L.  (Mrs.  Graham),  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Barnes  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
in  religion  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

FRANCIS  McMASTER  WILSON,  of 
Utica,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wilson 
Brothers,  owners  of  the  leading  business  estab- 
lishment in  that  borough  and  one  of  the  oldest 
in  point  of  continuous  operation  in  this  section 
of  the  county.  The  Wilsons  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  and  progress  of 
French  Creek  township  and  the  borough  of 
Utica  since  the  arrival  of  Cornelius  Wilson  in 
the  early  thirties,  he  and  his  sons  in  tum  fig- 
uring among  the  most  enterprising  business 
men  of  the  locality  during  the  three  quarters 
of  a  century  and  more  which  have  elapsed 
since.  Their  record  is  one  of  successful  effort, 
marked  by  the  exercise  of  reliable  methods  and 
honorable  business  practices  which  have  gained 
them  the  confidence  of  their  fellow  men  as 
well  as  substantial  standing. 

This  family  originated  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, and  Mr.  Wilson's  great-grandfather  was 
the  first  of  this  line  to  come  to  America  from 
that  region.  He  managed  to  escape  from  his 
countr}'  during  a  rebellion,  bringing  all  his 
family  but  two  daughters  who  were  in  school, 
and  whom  he  never  saw  afterward.  One  son, 
Hugh  Wilson,  was  the  grandfather  of  Francis 
M.  Wilson,  and  he  lived  in  New  York,  losing' 
his  life  in  a  stone  quarry  explosion  in  the  Cats- 
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kill  mountains.  Cornelius  Wilson,  son  of 
Hugh,  was  born  Jan.  13,  1810,  at  Kinderhook, 
Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  child  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death.  During  his  young 
manhood  he  went  to  Canada,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  tanner  and  journeyman  shoe- 
maker, and  while  in  Ontario  he  married  Sarah 
Cummings,  the  young  couple  coming  to  Penn- 
sylvania soon  afterward  and  settling  at  Utica, 
Venango  county.  Mr.  Wilson  built  a  tannery 
on  what  is  now  known  as  Anderson  Hill,  but 
after  a  few  years,  in  1841,  he  left  this  enter- 
prise and  went  to  a  farm  on  the  North  Sandy 
creek,  in  French  Creek  township,  five  miles 
south  of  Utica,  following  agriculture  for  a 
number  of  years  thereafter.  He  had  improved 
this  property  greatly  by  the  time  he  traded  it, 
in  1858,  for  a  tannery  and  water  power  on 
Mill  creek,  at  the  point  where  the  latter  emp- 
ties into  French  creek,  getting  it  from  the 
original  owner,  David  Goodard.  The  water 
power  came  through  a  race  from  A.  W.  Ray- 
mond's mill  pond,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up  the 
creek,  which  still  supplies  water  power.  Mr. 
Wilson  did  custom  work  at  the  tannery  and 
bought  and  sold  leather,  which  he  worked  up 
into  boots  and  shoes,  harness,  etc.,  in  time 
building  up  a  large  business  which  gave  em- 
ployment to  f\ve  or  six  men  besides  those  en- 
gaged in  the  tannery.  He  continued  thus  until 
1872,  when,  taking  advantage  of  the  change 
in  conditions  created  by  the  expansion  of  the 
oil  business,  he  converted  his  shop  into  a  fac- 
tory for  the  production  of  sucker  rods  for  oil 
weU  pumps,  the  business  from  that  time  being 
operated  under  the  name  of  C.  Wilson  &  Sons. 
The  manufacture  flourished,  six  men  being 
generally  employed,  and  though  the  trade 
shrank  somewhat  when  the  local  oil  opera- 
tions decreased  temporarily  it  has  been  built 
up  again  by  the  application  of  modem  methods 
and  the  enterprise  of  the  owners,  who  have 
sought  patronage  elsewhere  now  that  shipping 
facilities  make  one  customer  as  accessible  as 
another.  Though  Cornelius  Wilson  remained 
the  nominal  head  of  the  firm  until  his  death 
he  had  lived  practically  retired  for  about 
twenty  years  previously,  and  the  firm  of  Wil- 
son Brothers  succeeded  the  original  organiza- 
tion, F.  M.  &  E.  A.  Wilson  constituting  the 
present  concern. 

Cornelius  Wilson  reached  his  eighty-fourth 
year,  dying  March  16,  1893.  His  first  wife 
died  while  they  were  residing  at  the  old  tan- 
nery, leaving  three  children:  Cecilia  married 
J.  C.  Paden  and  resided  in  Warren  county, 
dying  Dec.  12,  1892.  Eliza  married  Morris 
Parker  and  went  to  live  at  Lone  Rock,  Wis., 


returning  to  Utica  after  Mr.  Parker's  death, 
which  occurred  while  he  was  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war;  she  subsequently  married 
(second)  J.  P.  Cassidy,  and  died  Oct.  25,  1910. 
William,  born  March  4,  1841  (his  mother  dying 
at  the  time  of  his  birth),  enlisted  in  the  105th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the  Civil  war 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Wilson  married  Mary 
McMaster,  of  near  Cooperstawn,  who  was 
bom  Jan.  14,  1818.  Her  father  died  when  a 
young  man  and  is  buried  at  that  place,  her 
mother  afterward  marrying  William  Gordon. 
Mrs.  Wilson  died  at  Utica  Sept.  26,  1898,  in 
her  eighty-first  year,  and  is  buried  with  her 
husband  in  the  Mill  Creek  cemetery  three  miles 
south  of  the  borough.  They  were  members  of 
the  old  Mill  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  whose 
congregation  now  has  its  house  of  worship  at 
Utica.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Cornelius 
and  Mary  (McMaster)  Wilson:  Mortimer  H., 
bom  April  i,  1845,  ^^s  a  manufacturer  of 
sucker  rods  at  Utica  and  at  Corry,  Pa.,  where 
he  lived  from  1882  until  his  death,  Sept.  27, 
1896.  Francis  McMaster  is  next  in  the  family. 
Mary  Ellen,  bom  April  18,  1850,  resides  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  widow  of  H.  B.  Anderson, 
formerly  of  Utica;  he  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  Henry  Herrington,  bom  Sept.  7, 
1852,  a  commercial  salesman,  died  in  1913  at 
Paterson,  N.  J.  John  Manton,  born  April  2, 
1855,  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  C.  Wilson 
&  Sons  and  died  at  Utica  Aug.  16,  1898. 
Elmer  A.,  bom  Dec.  2^.  1858,  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Wilson  Brothers.  Cornelia  M., 
born  May  i,  1864,  married  Plum  Hickman,  and 
died  soon  afterward,  on  April  12,  1896. 

Francis  McMaster  Wilson  was  bom  May  2^, 
1847,  on  the  Sandy  creek  farm  in  French  Creek 
township  which  his  parents  occupied  until 
1858.  He  had  such  educational  advantages  as 
the  common  schools  of  his  day  aflforded,  and 
helping  his  father  about  the  tannery  leamed 
the  business  thoroughly  in  all  its  details,  when 
a  young  man  becoming  associated  with  him 
as  a  member  of  the  original  firm  of  C.  Wilson 
&  Sons.  From  the  time  of  his  father's  retire- 
ment he  had  full  charge  of  the  business,  with 
which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time,  he 
Jind  his  brother  operating  a  saw  and  planing 
mill  and  continuing  the  manufacture  of  sucker 
rods,  of  which  the  output  is  larger  than  ever, 
the  market  now  extending  beyond  Pennsyl- 
vania into  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  and  even 
Oklahoma.  Their  foreign  shipments  have 
gone  as  far  as  India  and  Japan.  Branches 
have  been  operated  at  Bradford,  Titusville  and 
Butler  for  the  more  convenient  handling  of  the 
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trade  in  the  Pennsylvania  fields,  but  the  head- 
quarters of  the  business  have  always  been 
maintained  at  Utica.  Four  men  are  employed 
regularly,  modern  methods  of  manufacture 
having  evolved  better  and  more  economical 
processes  of  production.  Wilson  Brothers  buy 
standing  timber  for  their  mill,  and  have  it  cut 
to  order.  Naturally,  in  their  contact  with  the 
oil  business  they  have  been  tempted  to  under- 
take oil  production  on  their  own  account,  and 
they  sank  a  few  wells,  but  without  results.  Mr. 
Wilson  has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  prac- 
tical affairs  and  has  taken  little  recreation,  but 
trout  fishing  is  a  favorite  pastime  of  his  lei- 
sure hours.  He  has  been  a  member  of  Lake 
Lodge  No.  434,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Sandy  Lake, 
Pa.,  since  1873.  On  political  questions  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

On  March  4,  1874,  Mr.  Wilson  married 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  daughter  of  Hugh  Wilson, 
a  brother  of  Cornelius,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
Wayne  county,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  born 
in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  along  the  Hudson 
river,  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  Wayne 
county.  They  have  had  no  children.  She  is  a 
Christian  Scientist  in  religious  belief. 

WESLEY  CHAMBERS  (deceased),  for 
many  years  an  honored  resident  of  Oil  City, 
was  of  Pennsylvania  birth  and  training,  son  of 
David  Chambers.  The  father,  bom  March  i, 
1805,  lived  at  Wesleyville,  Erie  Co.,  this  State, 
and  died  Jan.  19,  1890.  On  April  3,  1828,  he 
married  Mabel  Nash,  and  they  had  six  chil- 
dren, born  as  follows:  Wesley,  Sept.  13,  1829; 
Norman  Nash,  Aug.  2,  183 1 ;  Cordelia  Ann, 
Aug.  30,  1833;  Ezekiel,  Nov.  8,  1835;  Mary 
Jane,  Aug.  7,  1837;  William  Henry,  Nov.  8, 
1839.  Their  mother  died  April  i,  1840,  at 
Harborcreek,  Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  and  on  March  3, 
1841,  the  father  married  (second)  Harriet 
Perry,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Rob- 
ert, bom  May  4.  1842;  Harriet  Eliza,  Sept.  8, 
1843;  Martha  Amelia,  Aug.  2,  1845;  John, 
April  I,  1848. 

Wesley  Chambers  was  born  in  Harborcreek 
township,  Erie  county,  where  he  grew  up,  ac- 
quiring his  preliminary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  there.  He  made  the  most  of  his 
literary  opportunities,  later  studying  at  Alle- 
gheny College,  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  during  his 
early  manhood  taught  school  in  the  winter  sea- 
sons, following  farming  in  summer.  He  was 
caught  by  the  gold  fever,  and  made  his  way 
overland  bv  team  to  California  in  1849,  spend- 
ing several  years  in  the  gold  regions  and  un- 
dergoing the  typical  experiences  of  prospectors 
in  those  days.     Returning  to  Pennsylvania  in 


i860,  he  immediately  became  interested  in  the 
oil  fields  of  the  western  section  of  the  State, 
late  in  the  same  year  locating  at  the  town  of 
Tidioute,  Warren  county,  and  subsequently 
at  Rouse ville,  Venango  county.  On  Aug.  i, 
1 86 1,  he  came  to  the  Kynd  farm  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, though  he  made  his  home  at  Rouse- 
ville  during  most  of  the  time  that  he  was  in- 
terested in  that  property,  and  he  was  soon  busy 
transporting  oil  to  Oil  City  and  Pittsburgh, 
both  by  team  and  boat,  from  various  points 
along  Oil  creek.  It  was  in  1864  that  he  began 
production  on  his  own  account,  his  first  opera- 
tions being  on  the  Beers  &  Comen  farm,  on 
Cherry  run,  and  unprofitable.  In  1865  he  ven- 
tured operations  on  the  Rynd  farm,  where  he 
did  well,  remaining  there  until  1867,  and  in 
1868-69  h^  made  another  attempt  at  produc- 
tion on  Cherry  run.  In  1875  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  Bradford  field  and  a  year  and  a 
half  later  was  associated  with  J.  T.  Jones  and 
others  in  the  formation  of  the  Bradford  Oil 
Company,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president. 
His  operations  in  oil  became  very  extensive, 
taking  him  into  Armstrong  (at  Parker's  Land- 
ing) and  Butler  counties,  in  Bradford,  Warren, 
McKean,  Clarion  and  Venango  counties,  Pa., 
and  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1880  he 
was  one  of  a  group  that  organized  the  Union 
Refining  Company  and  erected  a  plant  near  the 
mouth  of  Cornplanter  run  in  Oil  City.  The 
undertaking  turned  out  well.  Mr.  Chambers 
spent  much  of  the  time  of  his  business  career 
in  developing  the  business  of  producing  oil. 
He  was  one  of  a  small  class  of  men  who  had 
the  vision  and  business  sagacity  to  foresee  the 
future  of  the  oil  business  and  the  vital  part 
that  it  was  to  play  in  the  industrial  welfare  of 
the  nation.  At  the  same  time,  he  had  the 
determination  to  follow  his  judgment  and  pur- 
sue the  producing  business  when  the  lot  ofc 
the  producer  was  most  discouraging.  The  cor- 
rectness of  his  judgment  has  been  confirmed 
by  the  present  state  of  the  oil  industr}-. 

Mr.  Chambers  was  also  interested  with  Mr. 
Jones  and  others  in  the  organization  of  the 
Ouray  Mining  Company  of  Colorado,  and  be- 
came its  president  and  one  of  the  managing 
directors.  The  mines  were  situated  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  Colorado,  in  the  almost 
inaccessible  San  Juan  mountains,  and  though 
for  years  the  supplies  for  the  miners  had  to 
be  taken  over  the  Rockies  in  freight  wagons 
at  great  cost,  and  the  ore  brought  out  in  the 
same  way,  the  enterprise  prospered. 

Mr.  Chambers  was  alwavs  zealous  in  behalf 
of  the  general  welfare,  believing  that  all  citi- 
zens should  share  in  the  responsibility  for  good 
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government  and  work  together  toward  the  at- 
tainment of  ideal  conditions,  and  few  men 
have  performed  their  duties  of  citizenship  as 
well.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Oil  City,  where 
he  ever  afterward  made  his  home,  and  h^  was 
always  active  in  securing  good  officials  and 
promotmg  beneficial  measures  of  all  kinds.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  Greenback  party  he  joined 
the  movement  and  was  one  of  its  most  enthu- 
siastic supporters,  and  he  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ers in  his  section  of  the  State,  during  the  most 
powerful  days  of  the  party  being  offered  the 
nomination  for  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State 
and  for  congressman.  He  declined  both  hon- 
ors. As  his  ideas  matured  he  became  more  and 
more  liberal  in  principle  and  breadth  of  mind, 
disregarding  party  lines  when  he  had  a  cause 
to  work  for.  He  believed  thoroughly  in  the 
abolishment  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  bever- 
ages, and  had  the  courage  to  come  out  as  an 
open  advocate  of  the  constitutional  prohibition 
of.  the  liquor  traffic  in  the  days  when  such 
opinions  were  highly  unpopular.  From  the 
time  of  his  return  from  the  West  he  took  a 
sincere  interest  in  church  work,  and  he  gave 
generously  to  the  churches  of  all  denomina- 
tions in  Oil  City,  but  his  particular  interest  was 
in  Trinity  M.  E.  Church.  He  served  on  the 
board  of  trustees  and  helped  with  the  church 
management  for  years,  being  one  of  the  build- 
ing committee  when  the  present  fine  house  of 
worship  was  erected,  some  forty  years  ago. 
He  also  responded  liberally  to  calls  for  help 
from  struggling  churches  elsewhere.  His  ap- 
preciation of  music  as  a  part  of  the  church 
services  led  him  to  help  freely  to  secure  the 
best  possible,  and  the  large  number  whom  he 
assisted  to  secure  adequate  vocal  training  ex- 
emplifies his  practical  interest  in  everything 
which  attracted  his  attention.  He  was  active 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  18, 
1896,  and  was  sincerely  mourned  among  all 
classes. 

On  Sept.  20,  i860,  Mr.  Chambers  was  mar- 
ried to  Cordelia  J.  Bonnell,  who  was  bom  Feb. 
2.  1830,  and  survived  him,  passing  away  Nov. 
7.  1903.  They  had  three  children :  Fred  Nash, 
late  of  Oil  City ;  Anne  Lee,  of  Oil  City ;  and 
George  D.,  who  resides  in  California.  Mrs. 
Chambers  was  a  member  of  Trinity  M.  E. 
Church. 

Anne  Lee  Chambers  was  born  at  Rouseville, 
\>nango  Co.,  Pa.,  was  reared  at  Oil  City,  and 
married  Dr.  August  Carl  Morck,  one  of  the 
leading  opticians  of  western  Pennsylvania. 
Six  children  were  bom  to  them :  Carl  A.,  who 
died  in  infancy:  Cordelia,  now  the  wife  of 
Lieut.  Beniamin  H.  Brinton,  L'.  S.  N. ;  Anita, 
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who  died  in  infancy;  Wesley  Chambers,  a  stu- 
dent ;  Augusta  Fisher;  and  William  Allen. 

In  the  maternal  line  Wesley  Chambers  was 
descended  from  old  New  England  Colonial 
stock,  his  first  ancestor  in  this  country,  Thomas 
Nash,  coming  to  America  in  1637.  Having  re- 
solved to  plant  a  new  colony,  the  entire  com- 
pany sailed  from  Boston  in  March,  1638,  for 
Quinipiac,  where  they  purchased  land  from 
the  Indians  and  founded  what  is  now  the  city 
of  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

THOMAS  ROTE  WEYMOUTH  has  been 
associated  in  his  technical  capacity  with  some 
of  the  most  important  interests  represented  at 
Oil  City,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since 
1903.  His  present  position,  as  chief  engineer 
with  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company,  is  of 
itself  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  his  skill  and 
reputation,  which  have  been  growing  steadily 
under  the  stimulus  of  great  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Weymouth  is  a  descendant  of  an  old 
American  family,  his  first  ancestor  in  this 
country  having  been  Capt.  George  Weymouth, 
of  the  English  ship  **ArchangeV'  who  came 
from  England  in  1605,  when  he  visited  the 
Gulf  of  Maine,  planted  a  garden  at  Boothbay, 
and  set  up  a  cross  on  the  island  of  Monhegan, 
taking  possession  of  the  territor}^  in  the  name 
of  the  English  Crown.  He  was  the  discoverer 
of  the  Penobscot  river  in  Maine. 

Andrew  Wiggin  Weymouth,  grandfather 
of  Thomas  R.  Weymouth,  came  originally 
from  Tamworth,  N.  H.,  moving  to  Wolfboro, 
N.  H.,  Stetson,  Maine,  and  finally  to  Orono, 
Maine,  where  he  raised  his  family,  and  where 
he  died  when  about  seventy  years  old.  By 
trade  he  was  a  blacksmith.  During  the  gold 
excitement  of  1849  he  went  West  with  his 
son  William,  who  died  there  in  the  wilder- 
ness and  was  buried  by  his  father.  Andrew 
W.  Weymouth  was  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  married  Mary  Lary,  and 
their  children  were:  Andrew,  William, 
Frank,  Samuel,  Charles,  George,  Hannah 
(Mrs.  Robert  Hutchinson)  and  Amanda 
(Mrs.  Frank  Weeks). 

George  Weymouth,  son  of  Andrew  W. 
Weymouth,  was  named  for  the  original  Amer- 
ican ancestor.  He  was  bom  Feb.  10,  1839, 
at  Orono,  Maine,  and  was  reared  there,  re- 
ceiving his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  taking  a  business  course  at  the 
Eastman  commercial  college,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  When  eighteen  years  old  he  came  to 
Pennsylvania,  residing  in  this  State  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  After  some  experience 
in   the   lumber  business   with  his  brother  at 
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Williamsport  he  moved  to  Lock  Haven,  Clin- 
ton county,  where  he  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Hopkins,  Best  &  Weymouth,  which 
subsequently,  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Best, 
became  Hopkins  &  Weymouth.  They  were 
in  the  wholesale  lumber  trade,  in  which  Mr. 
Weymouth  was  active  until  his  death.  He 
was  also  president  of  the  Falls  Creek  Coal 
Company,  and  as  a  side  issue  was  interested 
in  farming,  owning  a  tract  of  212  acres  in 
the  fertile  Nittany  valley  in  Center  county.  He 
was  prominent  there  in  other  associations  as 
well,  being  a  leading  Republican  and  for  sev- 
eral years  chairman  of  the  county  commit- 
tee. He  held  membership  in  Council  No.  932, 
R.  A.,  and  in  Great  Island  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Lock  Haven.  His  death  occurred 
June  4,  1904,  and  he  is  buried  in  Highland 
cemetery  at  Lock  Haven.  By  his  marriage  to 
Effie  Pamelia  Rote,  who  survives  him,  Mr. 
Weymouth  had  four  children,  Grace  M.  (Mrs. 
Edward  G.  Kendall),  Thomas  Rote,  Clarence 
Andrew  (married  Margaret  Tyler)  and  Bessie 
Harper  (who  died  in  1887  when  two  years 
old). 

Mrs.  Effie  Pamelia  (Rote)  Weymouth  was 
bom  Feb.  11,  1848,  and  continues  to  make  her 
home  at  Lock  Haven.  Her  father,  Griffin 
Rote,  moved  to  Nittany  valley.  Center  county, 
near  Salona,  Pa.,  from  Hartleton,  Pa.,  and 
became  the  owner  of  a  most  desirable  farm, 
later  bought  by  his  son-in-law  George  Wey- 
mouth. Mr.  Rote  followed  barn  building  as 
well  as  farming.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  pol- 
itics and  a  Methodist  in  religion.  He  mar- 
ried Susan  Meyer,  of  Rebersburg,  Pa.,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Ellen  M., 
Thomas  J.,  Cyrus  W.,  Margaret  E.,  Chesty 
A.,  Susan  Jane,  Effie  Pamelia  (Mrs.  George 
Weymouth)  and  Charles  C.  The  parents  are 
interred  in  Cedar  Hill  cemetery  near  Salona, 
Clinton  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Rote  Weymouth  was  born  March 
16,  1876,  at  Lock  Haven,  Qinton  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  acquired  his  preparatory  education 
in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  high 
school  in  1893.  He  followed  with  a  course 
in  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1897  with  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  science 
in  electrical  engineering.  In  1898,  after  a  few 
months  in  the  employ  of  the  Metropolitan 
Street  Railway  Company,  he  became  the  elec- 
trical engineer  for  the  International  Hydraulic 
Company,  in  New  York,  an  engineering  cor- 
poration engaged  in  the  development  of  water 
power  and  high  tension  electrical  transmission 


systems.  In  May,  1903,  he  came  to  Oil  City 
to  serve  as  assistant  to  the  chief  engineer  of 
the  National  Transit  Company,  where  he 
found  the  variety  of  duties  and  frequent  ne- 
cessity for  prompt  decision  invaluable  in 
quickening  his  executive  capacity  as  well  as 
calling  out  all  his  mechanical  ingenuity.  In 
1910  he  made  an  advantageous  change  to  his 
present  association  with  the  United  Natural 
Gas  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and 
chief  engineer  in  charge  of  the  engineering 
and  chemical  departments,  including  all  gas 
compressing  stations  and  gasoline  manufac- 
turing plants.  The  demands  of  the  position 
require  unusual  breadth  of  training  and  ex- 
perience for  their  effective  fulfillment,  and 
Mr.  Weymouth  has  shown  himself  equal  to 
them  and  alive  to  the  practically  unlimited 
possibilities  which  science  has  opened  up  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  chosen 
field  of  work.  A  close  student,  with  a  well 
grounded  technical  training,  he  has  helped 
much  in  applying  sound  scientific  principles 
to  the  solution  of  engineering  problems  aris- 
ingr  in  the  natural  gas  business,  and  has  con- 
tributed several  engineering  papers  bearing 
on  the'  subject  to  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers.  Mr.  Weymouth  is 
also  a  pioneer  in  the  invention  and  develop- 
ment of  orifice  meters  for  measuring  gases 
and  liquids,  and  in  the  design  and  construction 
of  plants  for  the  extraction  of  gasoline  from 
natural  gas.  He  has  also  secured  patents  on 
several  scientific  instruments  used  in  this 
work.  Mr.  Weymouth  is  a  director  in  the 
following  companies:  United  Natural  Gas 
Company,  Pennsylvania  Gas  Company,  Clari- 
on Gas  Company,  Pennsylvania  Oil  Company, 
The  Mars  Company,  and  Meadville  Gas  & 
Water  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  The 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi- 
neers, the  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  and  the  Natural  Gas 
Association  of  America. 

Mr.  Weymouth  has  become  thoroughly  iden- 
fied  with  local  activities,  and  has  been  par- 
ticularly interested  in  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  holds  membership;  he 
is  chairman  of  the  present  music  committee, 
and  was  the  first  president  of  the  Parker 
Bible  Qass.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
Lock  Haven  Council,  No.  932,  Royal  Arca- 
"num.  While  at  college  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity,  was  treasurer 
and  president  of  his  chapter  at  different  times, 
and   for   several   years   after  leaving  college 
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served  on  the  executive  council  of  the  national 
organization.  Like  his  father,  he  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  April  8,  191 3,  at  Pomona,  Cal.,  Mr. 
Weymouth  married  Josephine  (Goettel) 
Loomis,  a  native  of  Oil  City,  who  has  a  son, 
William  Loomis,  born  March  9,  1905,  now 
attending  public  school  in  Oil  City. 

Mrs.  \Veymouth  received  her  education  at 
St.  ;Mar>''s  and  Miss  Ely's  Schools  in  New 
Vork  City.  She  is  granddaughter  of  Daniel 
Goettel,  who  came  to  Venango  county.  Pa., 
from  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  who  with  his  wife 
is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery  at  Oil  City. 
Their  children  were:  Philip,  Jacob,  Daniel, 
Edward,  Carrie,  Elizabeth  and  Emma,  the 
last  named  deceased.  Of  these,  Daniel  Goet- 
tel was  born  March  21,  1853,  ^^  Toronto,  Can- 
ada. He  received  his  education  in  Syracuse, 
X.  Y.,  and  came  to  Oil  City  when  a  yotmg 
boy,  and  became  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  members  of  the  Oil  Exchange 
in  Oil  City.  He  now  lives  in  Oil  City  and  is 
engaged  in  oil  production.  His  wife,  Joseph- 
ine (Drake),  was  born  May  11,  1856,  at  Ship- 
pensville,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had 
two  children:  Elsie,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  J.  Alter  Fisher ;  and  Josephine,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Rote  Weymouth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goet- 
tel are  associated  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  he  is  a  Democrat  on  political  questions. 

Through  her  mother  Mrs.  Weymouth  is  of 
Revolutionary  ancestry,  being  descended  from 
Andrew  Boggs,  the  first  white  settler  in  Bald 
Eagle  Valley,  in  Center  county,  Pa.,  and  who 
in  1780  was  sergeant  in  Capt.  Daniel  McClel- 
lan's  Company,  7th  Battalion,  Cumberland 
County  Militia.  His  great-granddaughter, 
Esther  Ann  Boggs,  married  Abial  Drake, 
a  native  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  who  moved 
to  Pennsylvania  and  lived  successively  at 
Shippensville,  Clarion  County;  Plumer,  Ve- 
nango county;  and  Oil  City,  following 
merchandising  at  all  of  those  points.  He 
had  a  general  store  at  Plumer  and  a  dry 
goods  store  at  Oil  City,  and  retired  a  few 
years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  about  seventy  years  old.  His  wife 
died  at  about  the  same  age,  and  is  buried  with 
him  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery.  Her  parents 
were  Rev.  John  Harris  and  Catherine  (Hoo- 
ver) Boggs,  the  former  a  Methodist  minister, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  also  held  member-^ 
ship  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Politically  he* 
was  a  Republican.,  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Sydney,  John,  Ada,  Josephine  (Mrs. 
Goettel),  William  and  Edward. 


ROBERT  MONTGOMERY  STER- 
RETT,  late  of  Irwin  township,  was  long  con- 
sidered the  leading  citizen  of  that  part  of 
Venango  county.  We  need  not  look  far  for 
the  evidences  of  his  worth.  With  a  fertility 
of  mind  fully  equalled  by  physical  industry, 
he  was  in  touch  with  local  affairs  at  every 
point  important  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
ready  with  ideas  and  material  assistance  in 
furthering  its  advancement.  His  private  tm- 
dertakings  evidenced  foresight  and  the  con- 
stancy of  purpose  necessary  to  follow  his  am- 
bitions to  fulfillment,  while  the  confidence  in- 
spired by  his  success  in  their  achievement 
made  him  eligible  for  responsibilities  of  a 
m^ore  or  less  public  nature.  A  mere  reference 
to  his  many  interests  would  suffice  to  indi- 
cate the  versatility  and  breadth  of  the  man, 
and  his  possession  of  uncommon  executive 
ability.  The  beautiful  home  which  he  estab- 
lished in  Irwin  township,  probably  the  finest 
country  home  in  Venango  county,  the  records 
of  his  connection  with  agriculture  and  general 
business,  local  government,  church,  school 
and  allied  phases  of  community  life,  show  how 
completely  he  felt  himself  a  part  of  the  local 
social  order.  That  he  always  retained  the 
warm  personal  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
was  due  to  a  consistent  unselfishness  of  pol- 
icy upon  which  rested  the  foundations  of 
more  good  results  than  may  be  calculated. 

Mr.  Sterrett  was  a  native  of  this  State  and 
of  old  Pennsylvania  stock.  His  grandfather, 
John  Sterrett,  was  bom  in  Northumberland 
county  and  settled  in  Beaver  county,  where 
he  and  his  wife,  Eliza  (Patterson),  are  buried, 
in  the  old  Westfield  churchyard. 

Alexander  Sterrett,  father  of  Robert  Mont- 
gomery Sterrett,  was  bom  in  Beaver  county, 
and  there  lived  until  some  years  after  his 
marriage  to  Margaret  Montgomery.  They 
brought  their  family  to  Venango  county  about 
1834,  and  Mrs.  Sterrett  died  here  in  1837, 
Mr.  Sterrett  in  1844.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Rebecca  married 
William  Simpson,  of  Mercer  county,  and  died 
there ;  John  lived  with  his  brother  Robert  un- 
til his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years; 
Robert  Montgomery  was  next  in  the  family; 
WiUiam  settled  in  Ohio,  dying  in  Morrow 
county,  that  State ;  Matthew  D.  settled  in  Col- 
orado and  died  at  Colorado  Springs ;  Thomas 
died  in  childhood. 

Robert  M.  Sterrett  was  bom  June  22,  1827, 
in  that  part  of  Beaver  county  now  included 
in  T^wrence  county,  and  was  in  his  eighth 
year  when  the  family  came  to  Venango  coun- 
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ty,  settling  in  Irwin  township.  He  was  young 
when  his  parents  died,  and  his  early  years 
were  filled  with  struggle  and  toil,  but  he  was 
not  easily  daunted,  and  the  larger  responsi- 
bilities of  his  later  life  were  carried  cheer- 
fully after  the  trials  of  youthful  experience 
were  over.  He  learned  the  trade  of  tanner, 
serving  his  apprenticeship  with  Abner  Gib- 
son, of  Wilmington  township,  Mercer  county, 
and  after  the  completion  of  his  time  followed 
the  business  for  two  years  longer.  Then  he 
leased  land  in  Irwin  township,  part  of  the 
tract  where  he  ever  afterward  made  his  home, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  purchased  it,  this 
forming  the  nucleus  of  his  beautiful  home 
place  of  360  acres,  acquired  by  subsequent 
additions  as  his  means  permitted.  During  the 
first  part  of  his  residence  there,  while  he  was 
striving  to  get  enough  acreage  cleared  to  make 
farming  profitable,  he  would  get  work  winters 
in  the  Itunber  woods,  and  in  the  spring  ran 
rafts  on  the  Allegheny.  Usually  he  had  to 
walk  back  from  Pittsburgh,  and  after  making 
a  trip  he  often  went  on  almost  without  any 
rest  at  home  to  the  upper  waters  near  Tionesta, 
Forest  county,  where  another  raft  awaited 
him.  On  one  occasion  he  walked  from  his 
home  as  far  as  Wheeling,  Ya.,  to  overtake 
a  former  employer  who  was  reported  as  leav- 
ing, in  order  to  secure  wages  due  him,  and 
as  he  obtained  the  money  he  made  the  return 
trip,  also  on  foot,  with  a  very  light  heart.  He 
was  eminently  progressive,  and  naturally 
when  oil  was  discovered  in  the  county  he  was 
anxious  to  prospect,  commencing  in  i860, 
though  at  the  time  he  had  little  capital  to  in- 
vest in  anything  but  his  agricultural  interests. 
In  addition  to  his  home  property  he  became 
the  owner  of  106  acres  of  land  m  Cranberry 
township,  and  he  drilled  quite  a  number  of 
wells  there,  finding  a  number  of  productive 
spots.  For  several  years  he  also  had  oil  in- 
terests in  Armstrong  and  Clarion  counties, 
and  it  was  in  this  business  that  he  made  most 
of  his  fortune,  though  he  followed  farming 
extensively  and  met  with  large  prosperity  in 
that  line.  He  made  a  specialty  of  the  breed- 
ing of  Qydesdale  horses,  and  of  the  better 
grades  of  sheep  and  cattle,  and  in  connection 
purchased  large  quantities  of  wool. 

Mr.  Sterrett  had  sound  ideas  on  public  ques- 
tions, and  he  served  very  ably  as  county  com- 
missioner for  one  term,  elected  in  1881  on  the 
Republican  ticket.  It  was  during  his  incum- 
bency that  the  principal  bridges  across  French 
creeic  were  erected.  In  township  aflFairs  he 
was  active  chiefly  in  behalf  of  good  schools, 
and  it  was  due  in  great  measure  to  his  influ- 


ence that  many  of  the  brick  schoolhouses 
were  provided  for  and  built.  In  fact,  he  stood 
for  betterment  in  all  things,  in  the  material 
development  of  his  locality  and  in  the  higher 
matters  aflfecting  social  conditions,  regarding 
nothing  as  too  trivial  for  his  attention.  When 
he  saw  a  steam  thresher  in  operation  at  the 
Mercer  Fair  he  induced  the  owner  to  bring 
it  to  his  place,  and  it  was  the  first  used  in  this 
vicinity.  His  encouragement  and  patronage 
made  many  improvements  possible  for  his 
neighbors  as  well  as  himself.  AH  his  life  he 
was  active  in  the  Amity  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  session 
for  thirty-two  years,  until  his  death,  and  it 
was  he  who  took  the  first  steps  to  incorporate 
the  Mount  Irwin  cemetery  at  that  church,  in 
1887,  becoming  president  and  retaining^n  offi- 
cial relation  to  the  organization  up  to  Jhe 
time  of  his  decease.  The  proceeds  from  lot 
sales  were  diverted  to  the  improvement  of  the 
burial  grounds,  and  the  beautiful  cemetery 
developed  from  that  modest  beginning  is  a 
credit  to  the  community  as  well  as  concrete 
evidence  of  his  zeal  in  its  promotion.  Through 
his  influence  also,  about  forty-five  years  ago, 
an  organ  was  installed  in  the  church,  though 
there  was  considerable  opposition  to  be  over- 
come in  the  taking  of  so  radical  a  step,  and  his 
liberality  of  mind  took  many  other  oppor- 
tunities of  expression  in  the  course  of  an  un- 
usually long  life. 

In  1878  Mr.  Sterrett  erected,  on  his  home 
place  in  Irwin  township,  the  beautiful  home 
which  was  then,  as  now,  one  of  the  most  nota- 
ble in  Venango  county.  The  brick  used  in 
its  construction  was  made  on  the  place,  three 
kilns  having  been  burned,  as  the  first  lot  in- 
tended for  the  house  was  called  for  and  sold 
for  building  purposes  at  Bullion,  then  a  boom- 
ing oil  town,  six  miles  distant.  Mr.  Sterrett 
lived  to  enjoy  his  fine  home  for  many  years, 
passing  away  Feb.  14,  191 5,  in  his  eighty-ninth 
year.  He  enjoyed  extending  its  hospitality 
to  his  many  friends,  and  kept  up  the  agreeable 
associations  of  a  large  acquaintanceship  to  the 
end  of  his  days. 

Mr.  Sterrett  married,  in  1851,  Mary  Ann 
Karnes,  daughter  of  Henry  Karnes,  of  Mer- 
cer county.  Pa.,  and  of  the  seven  children  bom 
to  them  Mary  Melissa  married  John  A.  Rid- 
dle (mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work)  ;  Ful- 
ton B.  owns  part  of  the  farm ;  Zonie  Elemine 
became  the  wife  of  S.  R.  Smith,  and  lived  in 
Cranberry  township  until  her  death,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five  years;  Sadie  is  the  wife  of 
Wilbur  Yard,  now  a  resident  of  Casper,  Wyo. ; 
Ulysses  Grant  has  part  of  the  home  farm. 
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Ulysses  Grant  Sterrett  was  bom  March 
15,  1865,  at  the  place  where  he  still  resides, 
was  reared  there,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity.  He  was  well 
prepared  for  the  responsibilities  of  life,  be- 
coming familiar  with  farm  duties  and  the 
general  routine  of  business  as  his  father's 
assistant.  He  inherited  a  share  of  the  home 
property  and  has  increased  his  acreage  by  his 
own  efforts,  now  owning  more  than  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  where  he  follows  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock  raising.  He  breeds 
Shorthorn  cattle,  and  maintains  a  flock  of  over 
one  hundred  sheep,  in  every  respect  keeping 
up  the  reputation  of  the  Sterrett  family  for 
up-to-date  agricultural  activities.  His  place 
is  fifteen  miles  southwest  of  Franklin,  near 
Wesley  postoffice. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Sterrett  is  doing  his  full 
share  to  keep  Irwin  township  to  the  front. 
He  served  seven  years  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  performed  his  duties  faith- 
fully, taking  personal  as  well  as  civic  pride 
in  securing  the  best  possible  educational  facil- 
ities for  his  community.  On  political  ques- 
tions he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  He  and 
his  family  have  been  active  in  Amity  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  he  was  choir  leader  of  the 
congregation  for  twenty-five  years,  eventually 
yielding  place  to  his  daughter,  who  now  has 
charge  of  the  church  music.  He  succeeded 
his  father  as  president  of  the  session  and  also 
as  superintendent  of  Mount  Invin  cemetery, 
and  in  both  associations  has  discharged  his 
obligations  with  the  utmost  regard  for  the 
best  interests  of  all  concerned. 

On  Oct.  15,  1890,  Mr.  Sterrett  was  mar- 
ried to  Stella  Coleman,  of  Wolf  Creek  town- 
ship, Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  have  four 
children,  namely:  Bessie  is  the  wife  of  J.  N. 
Eakin,  of  Irwin  township,  and  has  one  son, 
Paul;  she  has  received  an  excellent  musical 
education,  taught  music  for  some  years,  and 
has  maintained  a  high  standard  of  choral  work 
while  in  charge  of  the  music  at  Amity  Church. 
Frank  C.  married  Elda  Surrena,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Wolf  Creek  township, 
Mercer  county.  Florence  and  Eleanor  are  at 
h(mie. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON  McKEE  (de- 
ceased), of  Clintonville,  was  a  man  whose 
versatile  ability  was  one  of  the  most  potent 
forces  in  the  advancement  of  that  borough. 
Along  with  the  pursuit  of  his  own  varied  in- 
terests he  was  no  less  zealous  in  citizenship 
and  social  activities,  and  in  public  matters, 
in  every  association  of  life  making  a  record 


of  service  to  his  fellow  men  which  may  well 
remain  as  a  standard  in  the  community  where 
he  rounded  out  his  long  career.  In  breadth 
of  character,  usefulness  to  his  generation  and 
integrity  of  purpose  he  proved  a  worthy  suc- 
cessor to  his  father,  Judge  Thomas  McKee, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Clinton  township 
and  for  about  sixty  years  one  of  its  foremost 
citizens. 

Thomas  McKee  was  bom  in  1771  in  Frank- 
lin county.  Pa.,  and  was  a  boy  when  his  fam- 
ily moved  to  Westmoreland  county,  this  State, 
where  he  lived  until  his  settlement  in  Venango 
county  in  1797.  Having  adopted  the  profes- 
sion of  surveyor,  he  came  to  this  county  in 
C796  looking  for  opportunities  for  such  em- 
ployment, and  was  engaged  on  the  survey  of 
much  of  the  land  in  the  county  west  of  Alle- 
gheny. For  himself  he  acquired  a  tract  of 
four  hundred  acres  in  what  is  now  Clinton 
township  and  embracing  the  site  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Clintonville,  some  of  this  property 
being  still  owned  by  his  descendants.  In  en- 
terprise and  public  spirit  he  was  not  exceeded 
by  any  of  the  other  residents  of  this  section 
in  his  day.  His  business  ventures  included 
extensive  operations  in  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  local  lands,  but  he  also  had  large  lumber 
interests,  built  one  of  the  first  sawmills  in  the 
vicinity,  and  was  one  of  the  first  merchants. 
The  first  wagon  in  the  township  was  brought 
here  by  him  in  1809.  He  took  a  leading  part 
in  pubhc  affairs,  serving  a  number  of  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  township,  and 
for  over  thirty  years  he  was  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate judges  of  V^enango  county,  he  and  John 
Irwin  being  the  first  appointees  to  such  posi- 
tion in  the  county.  Their  names  appear  in 
the  records  of  the  first  court  ever  held  at 
Franklin,  in  1805.  Mr.  McKee  and  his  fam- 
ily were  Presbyterians,  and  for  many  years 
he  was  one  of  the  ruling  elders  of  the  Scrub- 
grass  Church,  later  helping  to  organize  the 
Clintonville  Church,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  first  rulingj  elders.  He  was  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat on  political  questions. 

In  November,  1800,  Mr.  McKee  married 
Mary  Parker,  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  she  survived  him  almost  ten  years, 
his  death  occurring  Sept.  22,  1857,  when  he 
was  eighty-six  years  old,  hers  in  February, 
1867,  at  the  same  age.  They  are  buried  m 
the  McKee  cemetery,  which  is  located  on  land 
donated  by  Thomas  J.  McKee.  Eleven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely: 
William  P.,  who  went  to  Iowa;  Washington 
Parker,  who  moved  to  Missouri,  where  he 
died  in  1889 ;  James  Madison,  deceased,  father 
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of  W.  P.  McKee,  of  Clintonville,  who  married 
Sadie  McMillan;  Thomas  Jefferson;  DeWitt 
Clinton,  the  youngest  son,  born  at  Clinton- 
ville June  lo,  1825,  who  remained  at  the  old 
home  and  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  fine 
stock  dealer  (he  married  Lucinda  Anderson 
Oct.  10,  1855,  and  they  had  four  sons  and 
six  daughters,  one  being  Ralph  McKee,  who 
occupies  the  stone  house  at  Clintonville  where 
his  grandfather  lived)  ;  Susanna  Nesbit,  who 
married  James  F.  Agnew  and  lived  near  Em- 
lenton,  this  county  (James  Agnew,  of  Parker, 
is  their  son)  ;  Mary  Ann,  who  married  James 
Harris,  of  Harrisville,  and  removed  to  the 
West ;  Clarissa  R.,  who  married  P.  G.  HoUis- 
ter  and  lived  in  Venango  county  (their  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Elmer  Adams,  of  Franklin,  is  the 
only  survivor  of  their  family)  ;  Jane,  Mrs. 
James  Russell ;  Barbara,  who  died  young ;  and 
Juliet  Parker,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Allen.  All  this 
family  are  now  deceased. 

Thomas  Jefferson  McKee  was  born  March 
15,  1821,  in  the  stone  house  at  Clintonville 
where  his  nephew  Ralph  McKee  now  lives, 
and  was  reared  there.  He  acquired  a*  very 
good  education  for  the  times,  and  taught  for 
a  while  during  his  young  manhood.  But  the 
activities  of  business  were  more  attractive, 
and  he  found  plenty  of  opportunity  for  the 
exercise  of  his  talents  right  at  home.  For 
many  years  he  carried  on  a  store  at  Clinton- 
ville, and  his  enterprise  was  an  important 
factor  in  the  growth  of  the  borough,  where 
he  built  many  houses.  In  1874  he  opened  a 
private  bank  which  he  conducted  successfully 
until  his  death  as  the  Clinton  Bank,  prosper- 
ing as  steadily  in  his  financial  operations  as 
in  his  other  undertakings.  He  was  interested 
in  agriculture  and  stock  dealing,  and  several 
of  the  farms  which  he  bought  turned  out  to  be 
profitable  oil  lands.  In  public  life  his  prin- 
cipal services  were  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
county  commissioner,  and  he  was  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  did  not 
seek  political  honors,  participating  in  such 
affairs  from  a  sense  of  responsibility.  Like 
his  father  he  was  prominent  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  which  he  served  officially  as 
elder. 

On  Jan.  4,  1853,  Mr.  McKee  married  Eliza- 
beth Jane  Anderson,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Rev.  John  Miller.  Mrs.  McKee 
was  born  in  Scrubgrass  township  Nov.  22, 
1833,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Grant)  Anderson,  pioneers  in  the  township. 
Her  present  home  at  Clintonville  was  erected 
by  Mr.  McKee  forty-five  years  ago.  and  there 
he  died  May  8,  1896;  he  is  buried  in  the  Mc- 


Kee cemetery.  Though  a  man  of  quiet  tastes 
he  was  fond  of  company  and  hospitable,  and 
held  in  affectionate  esteem  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends  as  well  as  the  members  of  his  fam- 
ily and  household.  Of  the  nine  children  bom 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  eight  still  survive, 
viz.:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  P. 
Barber,  of  Grove  City,  Pa. ;  Mary  Jane  (Jen- 
nie) is  Jhe  widow  of  Rev.  Robert  McCaslin 
and  makes  her  home  in  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  John 
Miller  is  engaged  with  the  Bessemer  Truck 
Company  at  Grove  City;  Frank  Pierce  was 
cashier  of  the  Clinton  Bank  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1893,  when  he  was  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  and  he  left  a  wife,  Lizzie  (Atwell), 
and  one  child,  Frances,  now  living  at  Grove 
City ;  Arthalinda  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  R.  Jack- 
son Phipps,  now  of  El  Reno,  Okla. ;  Ida, 
widow  of  Robert  Lewis  Riddle,  son  of  James 
P.  Riddle,  of  Clinton  township,  resides  with 
her  mother  in  Clintonville  (Mr.  Riddle  was 
engaged  as  an  attorney  and  real  estate  man 
at  Colby,  Kans.) ;  Rev.  Thomas  Parker,  a 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  is  at 
present  stationed  at  Hamilton  Square,  N.  J.; 
William  Clinton  is  a  resident  of  Qeveland, 
Ohio;  Maggie  V^arena  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Cross,  of  Merchantville,  N.  J.,  who  is  inter- 
ested in  the  Sun  Oil  Company. 

ROBERT  EDWIN  KINTER  is  known  pri- 
marily in  Oil  City  as  the  head  of  The  Kinter 
Company,  whose  department  store  is  one  of 
the  high-class  mercantile  establishments  in 
which  the  community  takes  just  pride.  But 
he  has  equally  strong  claims  to  the  favorable 
regard  of  his  townsmen  for  the  high  standard 
of  citizenship  which  he  has  exemplified  during 
his  residence  amon^  them,  his  personal  record 
Having  been  as  creditable  as  his  business  career, 
and  both  conducive  to  the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Kinter  is  a  native  of  this  section  of 
the  State  and  a  representative  of  old  Pennsyl- 
vania stock,  his  great-great-great-grandfather, 
Philip  Kinter.  having  settled  here  in  1742. 
He  came  from  Holland.  John  Kinter,  son  of 
Philip,  and  next  in  the  line  we  are  tracing, 
was  born  in  Indiana  county.  Pa.,  and  served 
as  a  private  soldier  during  the  Revolution 
under  four  enlistments,  during  the  period  from 
1777  ^^  1780.  He  married  Isabella  Findley, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Todd)  Findley. 
and  in  the  maternal  line  a  granddaughter  of 
Gen.  Eli  Todd,  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

John  Kinter,  son  of  John  and  Isabella 
(Findley)  Kinter,  bom  in  1786,  lived  to  a  great 
age,  dying  in  1881.  In  1807  he  married  Sarah 
Ross. 
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James  R.  Kinter,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Ross)  Kinter,  was  bom  in  Indiana  county, 
and  inherited  a  farm  in  Rayne  township,  that 
county,  from  his  father.  He  was  occupied  as 
a  miller  at  Shelocta,  in  Armstrong  township, 
Indiana  county.  To  his  marriage  with  Nancy 
Trimble  were  bom  the  following  children: 
Scott,  James,  Samuel,  John,  Martha,  Mary 
and  George  Trimble.  The  mother  died  when 
forty-five  years  old,  the  father  living  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four,  and  they  are 
buried  at  Homer,  Indiana  county.  They  were 
Presbyterians  in  religious  belief,  and  Mr. 
Kinter  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

George  Trimble  Kinter,  son  of  James  R.  and 
Nancy  (Trimble)  Kinter,  was  bom  July  30, 
1846,  on  a  farm  in  Rayne  township,  Indiana 
county,  and  died  April  30,  1881,  at  Shelocta, 
that  county,  from  the  effects  of  a  wound  re- 
ceived during  his  military  service  in  the  Civil 
war.  On  Feb.  24,  1864,  he  enlisted  at  Indiana, 
Pa.,  in  Company  K,  53d  Pennsylvania  Veteran 
Volunteers,  Infantry,  under  Capt.  D.  B.  Wine- 
land  and  Col.  John  R.  Brooks  (later  major 
general),  attached  to  Barlow's  Division,  2d 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  took  part 
in  all  the  engagements  of  his  command  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  including  Cold  Harbor, 
Spottsylvania  Court  House  (where  he  was 
wounded  May  10,  1864),  the  Wilderness  Cam- 
paign and  the  siege  of  Petersburg.  He  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  June  30,  1865. 
During  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Kinter  followed 
lumbering,  which  he  resumed  upon  his  re- 
turn from  the  army,  continuing  thus  until 
incapacitated  from  the  effects  of  wound  re- 
ceived in  the  service.  He  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  con- 
victions, an  eamest  Christian  man  in  all  the 
relations  of  life. 

On  March  3.  1870,  Mr.  Kinter  married,  at 
Elders  Ridge,  Indiana  county,  Agnes  L.  Bills, 
who  was  born  Aug.  28,  1851,  and  died  Dec.  4, 
1881.  She  is  buried  with  her  husband  at 
Clarksburg.  Indiana  county.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  namely:  Sadie  May,  wife 
of  Herbert  Armbrust,  and  mother  of  three 
children.  Bertha  (married),  Grace  and  Wal- 
lace; Robert  Edwin;  Anna  Mary,  married  to 
Sheridan  Leightner  and  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, Elizabeth  and  Catherine;  John  Elwood; 
Dorcas  Elizabeth;  and  Arthur  Elder. 

Robert  C.  Bills,  father  of  Mrs.  Agnes  L. 
(Bills)  Kinter,  was  bom  Feb.  15,  1818,  and 
was  engaged  all  his  life  as  an  undertaker  and 
contractor  at  Clarksburg,  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.    On  Oct.  31,  1839,  he  mar- 


ried Elizabeth  E.  Elder,  who  was  bora  Sept. 
29,  1824,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(McKee)  Elder,  and  in  the  patemal  line  de- 
scended from  Col.  Robert  Elder,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  known  as  the  fighting  parson. 
On  the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Bills  was  a  grand- 
daughter of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Marshall) 
McKee.  Her  father,  John  Elder,  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  but  long  engaged  as  a  store- 
keeper and  miller  at  Elders  Ridge,  where  he 
died  April  4,  1840.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C. 
Bills  are  buried  at  Clarksburg.  They  were 
Presbyterians  in  religious  faith.  Their  family 
consisted  of  eight  children,  namely :  Elizabeth 
Jane,  John  Franklin,  Sarah  Hill,  David  Elder, 
Agnes  Lecetta  (Mrs.  Kinter),  Rachel  Mary, 
Jessie  Emma  and  Robert  Allison. 

Robert  Edwin  Kinter  was  born  June  10, 
1872,  at  Elders  Ridge,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
received  a  good  education,  being  sent  to  the 
Soldiers*  Orphans*  School  at  Dayton,  Pa.  His 
first  work  was  in  a  dry  goods  store  at  Butler, 
Pa.,  where  he  began  his  mercantile  career  as 
a  delivery  boy  for  Ritter  &  Ralston,  remaining 
in  their  employ  five  years,  and  meantime  be- 
coming a  clerk.  Following  that  experience  he 
was  in  Pittsburgh  (Allegheny)  for  six  years, 
as  salesman  in  the  wholesale  department  of 
the  house  of  Boggs  &  Buhl,  and  eighteen  years 
ago  he  came  to  Oil  City  to  take  the  position  of 
manager  in  the  William  B.  James  department 
store,  the  same  now  operated  by  The  Kinter 
Company.  Mr.  Kinter's  influence  was  appar- 
ent from  the  first.  He  had  definite  ideas  of 
business  methods  and  policy  which  he  tried  out 
successfully,  widening  the  reputation  of  the  es- 
tablishment and  increasing  the  scope  and  vol- 
ume of  its  trade,  not  by  any  sensational  activi- 
ties, but  a  course  of  sound  and  systematic  at- 
tention to  certain  details  of  service  and  opera- 
tion which  appealed  strongly  to  desirable 
patrons.  On  June  i,  191 1,  Mr.  James  sold 
out  to  Mr.  Kinter,  who  has  continued  the 
business  to  the  present  with  the  enterprise 
which  marked  his  efforts  from  the  beginning. 
He  has  not  only  kept  abreast  of  the  changing 
science  of  trade,  but  in  some  respects  has  been 
a  leader,  contributing  his  quota  of  original  the- 
ories and  practical  demonstrations  to  the  im- 
provement of  conditions,  and  incidentally 
proving  his  right  to  the  success  which  he  has 
enjoyed. 

But  Mr.  Kinter  has  not  been  content  to 
have  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  rest 
upon  his  business  value  alone.  He  has  entered 
into  the  life  of  the  city  in  all  its  aspects,  being 
assoc'ated  with  the  most  progressive  element 
taking  an  active  interest  in  its  advancement. 
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He  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  and  as  chairman  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Association  of  that  body  was  largely 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  style  shows 
which  have  stimulated  trade  in  every  line  of 
merchandising  in  the  city,  attracting  hundreds 
of  visitors  from  nearby  towns.  All  public 
movements  have  had  his  generous  support  and 
hearty  co-operation.  Since  the  country  entered 
into  the  world  war  he  has  been  doing  his  full 
share  in  carrying  on  war  activities,  by  personal 
work  as  well  as  liberal  assistance  in  giving 
them  publicity,  helping  every  branch  of  the 
relief  service,  Red  Cross,  War  Savings,  War 
Chest,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  kindred  organizations, 
with  his  means  and  influence.  He  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  National  Security  League 
and  has  been  especially  zealous  in  furthering 
its  work,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  American 
Defense  Society.  In  political  sentiment  Mr. 
Kinter  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church  and  at  pres- 
ent serving  on  the  official  board,  and  is  a  regu- 
lar attendant  of  the  Palmer  Bible  class.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Wanango  Country  Club 
of  Oil  City,  to  R.  Biddle  Roberts  Lodge,  No. 
530,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Society,  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  which  meets  at  Philadelphia. 

On  July  13,  1893,  Mr.  Kinter  married  Ida 
Jane  Kingsley,  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  at  Butler,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  D.  N. 
Harnish.  Their  only  child,  Rachel  Agnes,  bom 
June  II,  1905,  died  July  i,  1905. 

FRED  NASH  CHAMBERS  was  bom  at 
Tidioute,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  July  10,  1861.  son 
of  Wesley  and  Cordelia  J.  (Bonnell)  Cham- 
bers. Shortly  after  his  birth  his  parents  moved 
to  Venango  county,  and  he  received  his  early 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  Rouseville 
and  Oil  City,  later  attending  Allegheny  Col- 
lege, Meadville,  Pa.  In  1882  he  commenced 
his  business  life  as  clerk  in  the  hardware  store 
of  George  Ross,  where  he  remained  until  the 
year  1885,  when  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  J.  R.  Steele  and  Samuel  H.  Hoskins,  un- 
der the  fimi  name  of  Steele,  Hoskins  &  Cham- 
bers, at  South  Oil  City.  The  business  was 
successfully  carried  on  by  this  firm,  but  with 
the  view  of  spreading  out.  it  was  sold  in  the 
month  of  March,  1888.  Mr.  Chambers  then 
bought  out  Mr.  I.  B.  Jacobs,  the  oldest  mer- 
chant in  this  line  in  Oil  City,  and  Dec.  i,  1902, 
founded  the  Chambers  Hardware  Company. 
When  he  found  that  the  business  of  the  Cham- 
bers Hardware  Company  had  grown  so  that 
more  room  was  necessary,  he  decided  to  erect 


a  large  fireproof  block  for  business  and  office 
purposes.  The  construction  of  this  block  was 
begun  on  April  i,  1905,  and  on  April  i,  1906, 
the  beautiful  six-story,  stone,  brick  and  cement 
building  was  completed.  Mr.  Chambers  was 
prominent  as  an  oil  producer,  having  large  and 
profitable  holdings  in  the  oil  fields  of  Warren, 
\>nango  and  McKean  counties  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  was  treasurer  and  general  manager 
of  the  Strong  Oil  Company.  He  was  a  director 
of  the  Manufacturers'  Light  and  Heat  Com- 
pany, of  the  Citizens'  Banking  Company  and 
of  the  Petroleum  Telephone  Company.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Oil  City  Boy  Scout 
Council.  He  was  public-spirited.  A  man 
with  broad  sympathies,  and  noted  for  the  keen 
interest  he  always  held  in  local  charities  and 
worthy  movements  for  the  betterment  of  his 
home  city,  he  was  always  willing  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  those  in  need.  Socially  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Ivy,  Venango,  Wanango 
Country  and  Oil  City  Boat  Clubs.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  and  chairman  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
Mr.  Chambers  died  May  3,  1918,  after  a  short 
illness,  and  was  buried  at  Oil  City,  Pa.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Anna  M.  Chambers,  and 
one  daughter.  Thalia  Lee,  wife  of  Lieut.  Perry 
Root  Taylor,  U.  S.  N. 

.AUGUSTUS  BERNARD  STRAUB,  of 
Rouseville,  has  been  spending  his  latter  years 
in  leisure  after  an  active  and  successful  expe- 
rience as  an  oil  producer,  for  though  he  still 
owns  valuable  oil  properties,  he  has  retired 
from  the  burdens  of  actual  management  to  en- 
joy the  rewards  of  his  early  energy.  He  and 
his  wife  are  among  the  oldest  and  most  hon- 
ored residents  of  the  borough.  Mr.  Straub  was 
bom  Nov.  13,  1839,  at  Apalachicola,  Fla.  His 
parents,  Nicholas  and  Dorothea  (Babst)  Straub, 
were  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  father 
born  in  181 1  near  the  city  of  Berlin,  and  being 
a  youngr  man  when  he  came  to  America,  land- 
ing at  New  York  City.  He  remained  there  for 
a  time,  marrying  in  the  meanwhile,  and  then 
went  to  Florida,  where  he  lived  for  eighteen 
months,  following  the  painter's  trade  during 
that  period.  Returning  to  New  York  City,  he 
was  shipwrecked  on  the  voyage,  losing  all  his 
possessions.  Shortly  afterward  he  went  to 
Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  making  the  journey  by  canal, 
but  city  life  did  not  appeal  to  him,  and  he 
removed  to  the  town  of  Sheldon,  in  Wyoming 
county.  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  During  the  early  part  of  his  resi- 
dence there  he  sold  notions  in  the  surrounding 
country,  later  purchasing  a  hotel  property  and 
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farm  which  he  conducted  until  his  death,  April 
26.  1888.  His  wife,  who  was  born  Feb.  6, 
1 8 16,  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away 
April  2,  1909.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  Augustus  Bernard,  Frank 
(deceased),  Margaret  (deceased),  Mary  (de- 
ceased), Lucy  (deceased),  Sophia  (who  mar- 
ried Bernard  Fisher  and  lives  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.),  John  and  Eli,  the  last  named  still  living 
at  Sheldon,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  formerly  in 
the  hotel  business. 

Augustus  Bernard  Straub  remained  at  home 
up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  was  reared 
at  Sheldon,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  a  com- 
mon school  education  and  assisted  about  the 
farm  and  hotel,  acquiring  valuable  practical 
experience  in  the  duties  of  caring  for  the  home 
property.  For  three  years  after  his  marriage 
he  carried  on  his  father's  hotel  at  Sheldon, 
coming  to  Venango  county  in  1865  because  of 
the  favorable  business  outlook  due  to  develop- 
ments in  the  oil  fields.  In  company  with  Hora- 
tio Castle  he  purchased  the  hotel  known  as  the 
'"Rochester  House,"  from  Squire  &  Greely,  lo- 
cated on  the  famous  Johnny  Steele  farm  in 
Complanter  township,  near  Rouseville,  contin- 
uing in  his  old  business^  for  two  years,  when 
he  decided  that  the  oil  fields  offered  prospects 
too  good  to  be  ignored.  Meantime  he  had 
been  teaming  and  boating  oil,  and  when  he  was 
ready  to  turn  his  attention  to  its  production 
he  located  on  the  Rynd  Farm,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  a  number  of  years  following, 
buying  oil  as  well  as  producing,  ancj  also  con- 
ducting a  lumber  and  coal  yard.  He  still  owns 
his  oil  rights  at  that  place,  as  well  as  a  pro- 
duction at  Petroleum  Center,  this  county.  In 
1890  he  bought  the  McClintock  homestead  at 
Rouseville,  where  he  has  made  his  home  ever 
since,  operating  the  place  until  his  retirement 
thirteen  years  ago.  Mr.  Straub  acquired  a 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  local  oil  busi- 
ness, and  was  one  of  the  substantially  pros- 
perous operators  of  his  day,  acquiring  an  ample 
competence  in  the  course  of  hfs  thirty  odd 
years  of  active  experience  as  a  producer.  A 
man  of  thrifty  nature  and  exemplary  life,  he 
has  alwavs  been  counted  among  the  reliable 
citizens  of  his  section. 

On  Tan.  7,  1862,  Mr.  Straub  married  Mary 
Tane  Kuster,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
March  6.  1842,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mar- 
eraret  Kuster,  who  were  married  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  May  12,  1841.  He  was  a  native  of  CJer- 
many,  whence  he  came  to  this  country  in 
young  manhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuster  had 
a  family  of  seveh  children,  born  as  follows: 
Mary  Jane,  March  6,  1842;  Margaret,  May  10, 


1844;  Magdalena,  June  4,  1846;  Elizabeth, 
Oct.  23,  1848;  Andrew  J.,  Sept.  12,  1850; 
Michael  J.,  Nov.  15,  1852;  Catherine,  1854. 
All  are  living  but  Catherine,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  1859. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Straub,  viz.:  Charles  Augustus,  born 
March  29,  1863,  is  engaged  in  the  production 
and  refining  of  oil  at  Moran,  Kans. ;  Henry 
Frank,  bom  Feb.  28.  1865,  is  also  an  oil  pro- 
ducer, living  at  Titusville,  Pa.;  Andrew 
Thomas,  born  Jan.  16,  1868,  is  engaged  in  oil 
production  at  Rouseville,  Pa.,  but  spends  most 
of  his  time  at  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. ;  Clara  Belle, 
bom  Sept.  28,  1871,  is  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Cava- 
naugh,  of  Rouseville,  Pa. ;  John  William,  bom 
April  14.  1876,  is  an  oil  producer  at  Rouseville ; 
George  Bernard,  bom  July  31,  1881,  is  an  oil 
producer  at  Rouseville ;  Lena  May,  born  Aug. 
13,  1884,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  E.  Leroux,  an 
oil  producer  at  Rouseville. 

On  Jan.  7,  19 18,  the  family  held  an  appro- 
priate celebration  of  the  fifty-sixth  wedding 
anniversary  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straub  at  their 
home  in  Rouseville,  all  of  their  seven  children 
and  fifteen  grandchildren  being  present  on  that 
occasion.  A  few  days  later  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Straub  left  for  their  annual  sojourn  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  where  they  have  been  spend- 
ing the  winters  for  several  years.  They  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

HENRY  KRUG  (deceased)  is  well  remem- 
bered by  a  wide  circle  of  personal  friends  in 
Oil  City,  but  there  as  elsewhere  his  best  memo- 
rial rests  in  the  substantial  evidence  of  the 
kindly  thought  for  others  which  marked  his 
whole  career.  He  grew  up  at  Oil  City,  and 
there  began  his  association  with  the  business 
which  eventually  brought  him  national  reputa- 
tion, and  his  benefactions  to  local  institutions 
in  his  will  testify  that  he  never  forgot  the  asso- 
ciations of  his  youth.  A  man  of  abundant  en- 
ergy and  mental  vigor,  his  vitality  was  felt 
in  every  channel  into  which  his  usefulness 
flowed.  He  attained  a  foremost  place  in  his 
line  of  business  in  the  country,  and  a  personal 
popularity  among  his  associates  in  all  the  rela- 
t'ons  of  life  unusual  enough  to  be  noteworthy. 
Yet  he  always  retained  the  modesty  of  dispo- 
sition which  made  him  beloved  in  all  classes, 
and  the  greatest  pleasure  which  he  derived 
from  his  prosperity  was  apparently  in  his  in- 
creased ability  to  serve  others.  He  had  a 
wholesome  and  fine  outlook  upon  life,  with  a 
geniality  of  spirit  so  infectious  that  he  found 
a  welcome  wherever  he  went,  and  supplement- 
ed with  practical  kindnesses  that  left  no  doubt 
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as  to  his  sincerity.  Throughout  his  life  he 
was  extremely  reticent  even  among  those  who 
knew  him  best  about  his  philanthropic  tenden- 
cies, but  his  bountiful  gifts  to  various  enter- 
prises which  had  enlisted  his  approval  or  sym- 
pathy showed  how  large  a  place  such  matters 
had  in  his  consciousness. 

Mr.  Krug  was  bom  Aug.  2,  1859,  at  Bradys 
Bend,  Pa.,  and  lived  in  Oil  City  from  an  early 
age,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  there.  His  enterprise  was  apparent 
in  boyhood,  when  he  delivered  papers  and  sold 
flowers  to  help  support  himself.  His  first  reg- 
ular employment  was  in  the  Imperial  Barrel 
Works,  a  Standard  Oil  plant  on  Complanter 
run,  where  he  learned  to  cull  staves — ^a  humble 
start,  but  an  excellent  foundation  for  his  future 
career.  Later  he  was  similarly  employed  by 
B.  F.  Brundred,  of  the  Union  Refining  Com- 
pany, with  whom  he  remained  for  six  months, 
by  this  time  having  acquired  sufficient  famil- 
iarity with  the  business  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  responsibilities  of  purchasing  agent,  in 
which  capacity  he  was  engaged  about  four 
years.  Then  he  was  with  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  again  for  about  five  years,  occupied 
in  the  same  lines.  In  the  course  of  these  activi- 
ties he  had  met  A.  Knabb,  of  Warren,  Pa., 
with  whom  he  started  a  cooperage  plant  at 
Sistersville,  W.  Va.,  in  1886,  manufacturing 
staves  there  for  three  years.  Meanwhile  they 
had  acquired  another  plant  at  Manorlands, 
Md.,  where  they  had  bought  a  tract  of  big  tim- 
ber which  they  cut.  selling  lumber  and  them- 
selves making  use  of  that  part  of  the  product 
suitable  for  staves,  conducting  a  shop  at  that 
point  for  eleven  years.  Their  interests  there 
became  so  important  that  the  name  of  the 
place  was  chang^ed  to  Krug,  the  post  office  as 
well  as  the  railroad  station  being  so  called. 
The  firm  was  known  as  A.  Knabb  &  Company. 
In  1903  they  sold  their  interests  at  Krug  to 
the  Youghmanor  Lumber  Company,  and  in 
TQ04  started  the  cooperage  at  Marcus  Hook, 
Pa.,  which  Mr.  Knabb  is  still  operating,  also 
opening  a  factory  at  his  home  place,  Warren, 
Pa.,  Mr.  Krug  having  the  general  management 
of  the  business,  which  eventually  assumed  im- 
mense proportions.  Taking  on  new  interests 
from  time  to  time  as  opportunity  offered,  and 
conductine:  them  with  the  admirable  system 
which  had  been  found  effective  in  their  original 
plants,  the  firm  continued  to  expand,  owning 
and  operating  stave  mills  all  over  the  South, 
principally  in  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and 
Tennessee.  For  a  number  of  years  William 
Harrison  Krug.  cousin  of  Henry  Krug,  was  a 
partner  in  the  business,  the  production  includ- 


ing light  barrels  and  kegs  as  well  as  staves 
and  other  cooper  work.  Henry  Krug  con- 
tinued to  take  a  leading  part  in  the  direction 
of  its  affairs  until  his  death,  although  for  five 
or  six  years  prior  to  that  event  he  had  indulged 
in  an  annual  trip  to  some  foreign  country  and 
he  was  in  failing  health  during  the  last  year 
of  his  life,  passing  most  of  his  time  at  various 
resorts  in  the  hope  of  recovering.  His  death 
occurred  March  29,  1914,  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  and 
he  was  buried  the  Saturday  following  at  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Krug  was  a  business  man  of  high  or- 
der. The  flattering  comment,  **he  always  kept 
his  competitors  guessing,"  indicates  the  orig- 
inality and  versatility  of  his  gifts.  But  he  was 
always  honorable  and  liberal  in  his  relations 
with  others,  a  big  man  physically  and  in  every 
other  way,  and  ever  ready  with  the  friendly 
cooperation  which  gained  him  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  For  many 
years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  National 
Coopers'  Association,  in  which  he  filled  a  num- 
ber of  important  offices,  his  genial  influence 
going  far  toward  promoting  good  feeling  and 
harmony  among  its  membership.  "The  Bar- 
rel and  Box,"  a  trade  journal  representing 
coopers*  interests,  said  in  his  obituary :  "Many 
men  in  the  cooperage  trade  in  the  United 
States  experienced  a  feeling  of  sadness  at  his 
loss The  death  of  Henry  Krug  is  a  dis- 
tinct loss  to  the  industry,  and  especially  those 
of  his  friends  who  learned  to  know  and  love 
him  for  the  man  himself.  The  editor  of  The 
Barrel  and  Box  and  a  thousand  men  in  our 
industry  extend  to  his  relatives  and  friends  our 
most  sincere  sympathy  in  their  bereavement." 

Mr.  Krug  never  married,  and  for  fifteen 
years  before  his  death  made  his  home  with 
his  cousin,  William  H.  Krug,  at  Marcus  Hook. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  local  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  treasurer  and  burgess  of  the  borough. 
On  political  questions  he  was  a  Democrat.  He 
favored  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  religion. 
He  was  a  member  and  director  of  the  Chester 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Club  of  Chester,  Pa.,  and  of  the  Man- 
ufacturers' Club  of  Philadelphia:  and  a  high 
Mason,  belonging  to  Phoenix  Lodge,  No.  73, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  Union  Chapter,  No.  i,  R.  A.  M.. 
and  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  7,  K.  T.,  all  of 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  as  well  as  the  Shrine  at 
that  city.  He  was  also  affiliated  with  the  B. 
P.  O.  Elks.  Mr.  Krug  took  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  all  these  organizations,  and  the 
family  received  many  beautiful  and  heartfelt 
testimonials  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
at  the  time  of  his  demise.     But  his  Masonic 
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associations  were  particularly  dear  to  him,  and 
the  generous  bequests  made  in  the  disposition 
of  his  large  fortune  included  two  gifts  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  each,  one  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Orphans'  Home  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
other  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  West 
Virginia,  to  be  devoted  to  the  building  of  a 
home  for  Masonic  orphans  in  that  State. 
Among  other  donations  were  five  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  at  Chester,  Pa.;  and 
ten  thousand  dollars  each  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
organizations  at  Chester  and  Oil  City ;  and  to 
the  Chester  and  Oil  City  Hospitals. 

OLIVER  BYRON  CROSS,  late  of  Clin- 
tonville,  lived  and  died  in  that  borough,  where 
he  was  bom  May  14,  1848.  Mr.  Cross  be- 
longed to  a  family  established  in  Venango 
county  by  his  grandfather  in  1831,  and  ever 
since  noted  for  the  enterprise  and  progressive 
tendencies  of  its  representatives.  They  have 
been  all-around  good  citizens,  identified  with 
everything  intended  to  promote  the  general 
welfare,  materially  and  morally,  leading  ex- 
emplary lives  and  endeavoring  to  establish 
conditions  that  would  help  others  to  do  the 
same. 

The  first  of  this  family  in  Venango  county 
was  William  Cross,  well  remembered  in  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  pioneer  iron 
manufacturer  of  Butler,  Venango  and  other 
counties.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Cross,  a 
native  of  Ireland  who  lived  in  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania and  later  at  Centerville,  Butler  county, 
and  who  had  a  family  of  twelve  children  by 
two  marriages,  eight  sons  and  four  daughters. 
One  son,  Joseph,  was  elected  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania legislature  from  Butler  county,  where 
all  of  the  family  remained  but  William. 

William  Cross  served  during  the  war  of 
181 2  in  the  commissary  department.  Remov- 
ing in  1831  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  he  leased  a  forge 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  there 
for  a  short  time,  also  living  in  Rockland  town- 
ship, this  county,  before  he  settled  at  Clinton- 
ville,  in  July,  1835.  There  he  made  his  home 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  one  of  the 
most  active  business  men  of  his  day.  He 
erected  a  residence  and  store,  being  the  first 
merchant  at  that  place,  and  for  years  carried 
on  a  grocery  and  general  mercantile  business 
alone  or  in  association  with  others,  a  great 
part  of  the  time  in  partnership  with  his  son 
Robert.  But  he  was  especially  well  known  as 
a  skillful  builder  of  furnaces,  having  erected 
and  operated  the  following:  Slab  furnace,  in 
Cranberry  township ;  Sandy,  in  Victory  town- 
ship;   Van    Buren,    in    Cranberry    township; 


Bullion  and  Jane,  in  Clinton  township ;  Forest, 
near  Tionesta;  and  Pleasant  Grove,  in  Lan- 
caster county.  He  was  also  interested  in  vari- 
ous grist,  carding  and  saw  mills,  erecting  many 
in  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  one  time  having  seven  in  active  operation. 
His  energy  never  abated,  though  he  lived  to 
his  seventy-sixth  year.  After  the  discovery 
of  oil  in  his  locality  he  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  money  in  expenments  with  refining, 
a  process  not  yet  understood,  skimming  oil 
from  the  surfaces  of  rivers  and  creeks  for  this 
purpose.  He  put  thirteen  thousand  dollars 
into  these  experiments..  His  death,  on  Nov. 
24,  1861,  occurred  while  he  was  driving  home 
to  Clintonville  in  his  wagon,  with  a  supply  of 
oil  from  the  river.  Mr.  Cross  married  Jane 
Weakly,  daughter  of  Robert  Weakly,  of  Butler 
county,  and  she  died  at  Clintonville,  aged 
seventy-five  years.  They  were  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was  a 
Whig  in  politics.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cross  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz. :  Samuel  W., 
Rohnert,  Wilson,  William  C.  (who  served  as 
treasurer  of  Venango  county),  Harriet  (wife 
of  Thomas  Hoge,  who  was  mayor  of  Franklin 
and  a  member  of  the  State  Senate),  Sarah 
Jane  (Mrs.  Nathan  Davis),  Matilda  (Mrs. 
John  Maxwell)  and  two  daughters  named 
Caroline,  one  dying  young.  The  family  had 
the  best  educational  advantages  possible  here 
at  the  time,  the  parents,  who  were  among  the 
most  advanced  residents  of  the  locality,  taking 
great  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the 
academy  and  helping  to  start  it. 

Robert  Cross,  son  of  William  and  Jane 
(Weakly)  Cross,  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Clinton  township  for  many  years.  Bom  May 
3,  181 1,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  he  attended  public 
school  there  up  to  the  age  of  eleven  years, 
when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Butler 
county,  the  family  locating  at  Centerville,  and 
he  was  a  young  man  when  he  accompanied 
them  to  Venango  county.  He  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  and  became  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  he  was  also  largely  associated 
with  his  father  in  business,  both  in  merchan- 
dizing and  in  his  expeiiments  at  refining  oil. 
After  his  father's  death  he  continued  the  mer- 
cantile trade  on  his  own  account  at  Clinton- 
ville, and  meantime  also  served  as  postmaster, 
being  the  first  to  hold  the  office,  in  which  he 
was  retained  for  the  long  period  of  forty  years. 
He  was  also  interested  in  farming,  carrying  on 
both  his  agricultural  and  mercantile  pursuits 
until  shortly  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  his  home  in  Clintonville  June  22,  1874.  Mr. 
Cross  was  the  foremost  business  man  of  Clin- 
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tonvill^  during  most  of  his  active  career,  and 
equally  zealous  in  all  else  that  pertained  to  the 
well-being  of  that  place  and  its  inhabitants. 
He  was  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  one  of  its  generous  supporters,  an  enthusi- 
astic advocate  of  progress  in  education  and 
other  uplifting  influences,  charitable  and  help- 
ful to  those  less  able  or  less  fortunate  than 
himself  in  material  affairs,  and  a  loyal  public 
servant.  He  was  an  ardent  Democrat  and 
active  in  politics,  and  served  his  township  as 
roadmaster  and  supervisor,  also  filling  the 
office  of  associate  judge  of  Venango  county 
for  one  term.  About  i860  he  built  the  brick 
house  now  occupied  by  the  widow  of  his  son 
Oliver  Byron  Cross  at  Clintonville,  burning  the 
brick  for  it  himself. 

On  Dec.  25,  1835,  Robert  Cross  married 
Hannah  McKissick,  who  was  born  April  15, 
1816,  at  Portland,  Maine,  daughter  of  Aaron 
and  Mary  (Means)  McKissick  and  of  Scotch 
ancestry.  Aaron  McKissick  was  engaged  in 
general  contracting.  He  settled  with  his  family 
at  Franklin,  Pa,,  about  1818,  later  removing  to 
Sandy  Lake  township,  Mercer  county,  where 
his  wife  died  when  about  eighty  years  old. 
His  death  occurred  at  Waterloo,  Venango 
county,  not  far  from  Mercer  county.  Their 
children,  all  now  deceased,  were  as  follows: 
Putman,  John,  Henry,  Hannah  (Mrs.  Robert 
Cross),  Jane  (Mrs.  Henry  Near),  Mary  (wife 
of  Dr.  A.  J.  McMillen),  Sophrenia  (Mrs. 
Henry  Smail)  and  Thomas  S. 

Mrs.  Cross  died  May  8,  1893,  at  Sandy 
Lake,  Pa.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Caroline  died  when  thirteen 
years  old ;  Mary  Jane  married  E.  P.  Newton, 
and  both  are  deceased  (they  left  one  daughter, 
Kate,  who  is  married  and  living  in  New 
Castle)  ;  Hattie  Agnes  married  Maj.  Robert  J. 
Phipps  and  lived  in  Franklin,  and  of  their  two 
children  Marshall  Lee  married  Bell  Campbell 
and  Lizzie  is  deceased  (this  family  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work)  ;  Louisa  married 
Rev.  James  M.  Foster,  who  survives  her,  now 
living  at  Clark's  Mills,  Pa. ;  William  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work;  Oliver  Byron 
is  mentioned  below ;  Emma  F.  married  C.  M. 
Riddle,  a  carpenter,  now  residing  at  Clinton- 
ville;  Alice  married  Dr.  H.  Jackson  and 
(second)  Joseph  Bowman,  an  oil  well  driller, 
of  Sandy  Lake,  Pa. ;  Henrietta  married  David 
V.  Eakin,  an  oil  well  contractor  and  well 
driller,  of  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania. 

Oliver  Byron  Cross  was  given  an  excellent 
public  school  education  at  Clintonville,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  gained  his  first  knowledge 
of  business  in  his  father's  store  there,  of  which 


he  was  afterward  part  owner  until  his  father's 
death,  subsequently  being  sole  proprietor  and 
continuing  it  successfully  for  thirty  years 
longer.  Some  twenty-five  years  ago  he  bought 
the  McKee  general  store  at  Clintonville,  and 
carried  it  on  also  for  sixteen  years,  this  being  a 
separate  business.  His  son  Robert  M.  became 
associated  with  him,  the  firm  being  O.  B.  Cross 
&  Son,  but  the  business  was  eventually  sold 
out.  Meantime  Mr.  Cross  had  farmed  for 
many  years  and  had  also  acquired  valuable  oil 
interests,  and  when  he  withdrew  from  mer- 
chandising he  turned  all  his  attention  to  the 
production  of  oil  during  the  rest  of  his  active 
business  life.  He  took  several  leases,  on  vari- 
ous farms,  and  looked  after  them  all  per- 
sonally. He  lived  retired  for  seven  years  be- 
fore his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  7,  191 5. 
Mr.  Cross  is  buried  in  the  M.  E.  cemetery. 
His  ancestors  are  interred  in  the  Cross 
cemetery.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
local  Presbyterian  Church,  its  house  of  wor- 
ship standing  on  land  which  he  donated  from 
his  farm  for  the  purpose.  Practically  all  of 
the  Cross  family  have  been  Democrats  in  po- 
litical opinion,  and  he  supported  the  party 
originally,  his  later  convictions,  however,  lead- 
ing him  to  join  the  Prohibitionists.  Mr.  Cross 
served  two  years  as  constable.  He  was  a  man 
of  high  principles,  and  in  his  sincere  endeavor 
to  live  up  to  them  won  the  affectionate  regard 
of  all  his  associates,  whether  in  business  or 
social  relations. 

On  Dec.  8,  1870,  Mr.  Cross  married  Eliza- 
beth Davidson,  who  was  bom  Jan.  12,  1848, 
near  Bullion,  in  Clinton  township,  at  the  old 
home  of  her  parents,  Patrick  and  Jane  (Pat- 
terson) Davidson,  who  were  farming  people. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Clinton  township,  son 
of  Archibald  and  Jane  Davidson,  and  was 
reared  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  Davidson 
had  the  following  children :  Martha,  who  died 
unmarried;  Nancy,  of  Grove  City,  Pa.,  who 
is  unmarried;  William,  who  died  unmarried; 
David,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Cross. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cross,  namely :  ( i )  Janet  died  when  eighteen 
years  old.  (2)  Robert  Melville  is  engaged  in 
the  oil  fields  about  Charleston,  W.  Va.  He 
married  Jane  Jacobs,  and  has  three  children. 
Helen  (born  in  1896),  Eugene  (born  in  i8g8) 
and  Robert  (bom  in  1904).  (3)  Mary  Agnes 
was  well  educated,  studying  at  Grove  City 
College  and  the  Eastman  commercial  college  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  taught  school  in  Clin- 
tonville for  a  time,  and  from  the  organization 
of  the  People's  National  Bank  there  was  book- 
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keeper  and  assistant  cashier  in  that  institution 
until  her  death,  Aug.  i,  1918.  (4)  William 
Leslie,  now  of  Butler,  Pa.,  engaged  as  an  oil 
producer  and  contractor,  married  £k)sca  Pierce 
and  has  three  children.  (5)  Harry  Sheldon, 
connected  with  the  Upson  Walton  Company 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  married  Vera  Eckert. 
(6)  Albert,  of  Butler,  Pa.,  married  Ada  Metz 
and  has  two  children.  (7)  Julia  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  C.  E.  Imbrie,  now  serving  as  a  captain 
in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United  States 
army.  (8)  Elizabeth  is  married  to  J.  S. 
Forbes,  cashier  of  the  People's  National  Bank 
of  Clintonville,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes  residing 
with  her  mother  at  Clintonville.  They  have 
one  son,  James  Stewart,  Jr.  (9)  One  child 
died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Davidson)  Cross  and  her 
daughters  continued  to  occupy  the  old  Cross 
home,  located  in  the  heart  of  Clintonville  and 
now  as  ever  a  center  of  community  activities. 
She  is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  the  borough,  active  in  all  the  women's 
organizations  of  church  and  society,  and  at 
present  especially  in  Red  Cross  work,  and  with 
her  daughters  maintaining  nobly  the  traditions 
attaching  to  the  family  for  helpful  cooperation 
in  all  that  concerns  the  general  good. 

PATRICK  C.  BOYLE,  long  publisher  and 
proprietor  of  the  Oil  City  Derrick  and  still 
president  of  the  company,  has  won  notable 
honors  in  that  association  as  much  by  reason 
of  his  services  to  the  oil  industry  as  to  jour- 
nalism itself.  After  more  than  thirty  years 
under  the  present  management  the  Derrick  is 
more  firmly  established  than  ever  as  the  au- 
thority on  oil  news,  not  only  in  and  for  the 
locality  where  it  is  issued,  but  everywhere  in 
the  world  where  oil  is  found.  The  fact  that 
its  subscribers  are  found  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe  indicates  how  w4de  a  field  it  covers. 
Mr.  Boyle's  connection  with  this  paper  dates 
from  1885. 

Bom  July  22,  1846,  in  County  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, Mr.  Boyle  is  a  son  of  Bernard  and  Mary 
(Daugherty)  Boyle,  natives  of  the  same  county 
and  farmers  by  occupation,  who  brought  their 
family  to  America  when  he  was  young  and 
settled  in  western  Pennsylvania,  spending  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  here.  The  father  died 
in  Butler  county  in  September,  1847,  the 
mother  surviving^  him  many  years  and  passing 
away  in  June,  1883,  at  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.  They 
had  eight  children,  namely :  Mary,  Margaret, 
Edward  D.,  John  J.,  Michael  J.,  Manasses  S-^ 
Margery  and  Patrick  C. 

Patrick  C.  Boyle  had  such  education  as  the 


common  schools  afforded,  but  no  special  voca- 
tional training  in  his  youth,  and  when  he 
commenced  work  it  was  as  a  laborer.  But  he 
soon  qualified  for  skilled  work,  and  after  fol- 
lowing mining  and  mechanical  engineering  be- 
came interested  in  operations  in  the  oil  fields, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  drilling  and  on  the 
pipe  lines.  These  early  experiences  gave  him 
the  practical  familiarity  with  the  oil  business 
which  enabled  him  to  exercise  such  good  judg- 
ment in  his  subsequent  venture  as  a  newspa- 
per publisher,  especially  as  the  Derrick  under 
his  guidance  endeavored  to  merit  its  fame  as 
the  "organ  of  oil,"  a  title  which  it  acquired 
soon  after  its  inception.  Mr.  Boyle  had  had 
considerable  experience  as  a  journalist  in  the 
oil  regions  in  Butler,  Venango  and  Crawford 
countie^  in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Bolivar,  N. 
Y.,  before  he  became  lessee  and  publisher  of 
the  Oil  City  Derrick  on  Aug.  11,  1885.  On 
Feb.  II,  1887,  he  formed  an  association  with 
R.  W.  Criswell,  one  of  its  earlier  editors,  and 
they  published  the  paper  as  Boyle  &  Criswell 
until  June,  1889,  when  Mr.  Criswell  withdrew 
to  take  a  position  on  the  staff  of  the  New  York 
World,  Mr.  Boyle  continuing  the  publication 
alone  thereafter,  with  Charles  H.  Harrison,  of 
Pittsburgh,  as  editor.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Robert  Simpson  on  Aug.  i,  1889,  at  which 
time  Joseph  W.  Orr,  the  present  managing  edi- 
tor, was  a  reporter  on  the  paper,  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  for  thirty  years.  The 
present  organization  was  effected  in  Septem- 
ber, 1914,  Patrick  C.  Boyle  being  now  presi- 
dent of  the  Derrick  Publishing  Company  ,-^  J. 
N.  Perrine,  secretary  and  treasurer;  E.  R. 
Boyle,  business  manager;  Joseph  W.  Orr, 
managing  editor.  Mr.  Perrine  has  been  with 
the  Derrick  since  the  eighties,  except  for  the 
period  he  ser\ed  as  postmaster  at  Oil  City, 
and  Frank  H.  Taylor,  statistician  and  oil  ed- 
itor, was  its  editor  from  1873  to  1877  and 
resumed  his  association  in  191 1.  The  loyalty, 
good  fellowship  and  harmony  prevailing 
among  the  members  of  the  staff  have  made 
efiicient  cooperation  possible  all  along  the  line. 
Mr.  Boyle's  personal  influence  and  exertions 
have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  unabated 
popularity  and  success  of  the  Derrick,  and 
though  he  has  recently  withdrawn  from  the 
more  active  cares  of  chief  executive,  he  is  still 
in  close  touch  with  every  part  of  the  business. 
He  has  always  been  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  during  the  Civil  war  he  served  with  the 
Union  army  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  S4th 
Pennsylvania  \"olunteers,  though  little  more 
than  a  boy. 

On  June  28,  1868,  Mr.  Boyle  was  married. 
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at  Brady's  Bend,  Pa.,  to  Anna  T.  Bingham, 
who  was  born  April  12,  1846,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Sarah  T.  Bingham,  and  died  April 
9,  1872.  On  Aug.  21,  1876,  he  married  (sec- 
ond) at  Parkers  Landings  Pa.,  Mary  Egan, 
who  was  born  in  Cambria  county.  Pa.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Bridget  Egan.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Boyle  has 
three  children,  William  Francis,  Helen  Jose- 
phine and  Edward  R.,  the  latter  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  pubHcation  of  the  Derrick. 

The  Oil  City  Derrick,  now  a  daily  with  the 
largest  circulation  of  any  paper  in  the  oil  re- 
gions, is  in  its  forty-eighth  year,  the  first  is- 
sue having  appeared  Sept.  11,  1871.  It  was 
pubHshed  by  Bishop  &  Longwell,  the  editor, 
C.  E.  Bishop,  having  been  formerly  associated 
in  the  same  capacity  with  the  Jamestown  (N. 
Y.)  Journal,  and  W.  H.  Longwell,  the  busi- 
ness manager,  coming  from  similar  duties  on 
the  Pithole  and  Petroleum  Center  Record.  The 
paper  soon  achieved  its  ambition  of  becoming 
the  recognized  **organ  of  oil,"  and  has  had  that 
distinction  ever  since.  The  progressive  spirit 
of  the  management  was  evidenced  early  in  its 
success  in  securing  the  reports  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Press,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers, keeping  the  news  of  the  day  before 
its  readers  in  advance  of  many  city  dailies  of 
that  time,  and  the  system  of  correspondence 
from  every  part  of  the  oil  regions  made  it  a 
useful  as  well  as  interesting  sheet.  Mr.  Bishop 
retired  from  the  editorship  in  1873,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  Frank  H.  Taylor  and  R.  W.  Cris- 
well,  in  turn,  the  latter  establishing  a  humorous 
department  which  was  quoted  all  over  the 
world.  On  April  3,  1882,  the  ownership  passed 
from  W.  H.  Longwell  &  Co.  to  the  Derrick 
Publishing  Company,  with  Edward  Stuck  as 
editor  and  manager,  succeeded  in  September 
of  the  same  year  by  William  H.  Siviter.  Mr. 
Boyle  became  lessee  and  publisher  in  1885,  as 
already  noted.  Originally  a  four-page  sheet, 
depending  upon  local  patronage,  the  Derrick 
has  grown  to  an  important  daily  whose  average 
size  is  fourteen  pages,  publishing  world  news, 
and  with  subscribers  and  advertising  patrons 
all  over  the  world.  Apparently  it  has  not  lost 
anything  in  either  prestige  or  patronage  be- 
cause of  its  independent  stand  on  various  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  oil  industry.  Its  views  have 
been  impartial  and  fearlessly  expressed  on  all 
questions,  and  though  the  proprietors  have  had 
to  face  partisan  criticism  at  times,  their  posi- 
tion has  been  so  well  justified  in  the  end  that 
they  have  gained  many  friends  by  holding 
courageously  to  their  own  convictions  and  plac- 
ing them  before  their  readers. 


The  oil  news  presented  daily  to  its  readers 
by  the  Derrick  is  of  such  character  and  cor- 
rectness that  a  history  of  the  industry  during 
the  existence  of  this  paper  might  be  compiled 
from  its  files,  so  accurate  and  complete  have 
its  records  been  throughout  this  period.  Its 
monthly  oil  reports,  commenced  forty  years 
ago  and  kept  up  faithfully,  constitute  a  busi- 
ness register  which  no  other  industry  possesses. 
They  show  the  toal  number  of  wells  completed 
in  each  important  division  month  by  month, 
whether  productive,  dry  or  gas  wells,  the  initial 
production,  exact  location  and  names  of  own- 
ers— a  mine  of  information  from  which  accu- 
rate statistics  can  be  compiled. 

Edward  R.  Boyle,  business  manager  of  the 
Oil  City  Derrick,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1879,  at 
Titusville,  Pa.,  youngest  son  of  Patrick  C. 
Boyle.  Moving  with  the  family  to  Oil  City  in 
1885,  he  obtained  his  early  education  here  in 
the  parochial  schools,  later  taking  a  course  in 
Georgetown  University,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
On  April  28,  1908,  he  was  married  at  Oil  City 
to  Margaret  E.  Dwyer,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Edward  Patrick  and  Mary  Margaret. 

LOUIS  SCHWARTZCOP  has  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  Oil  City  both 
as  a  business  man  and  a  public-spirited  worker 
for  the  good  of  the  city  in  responsible  offi- 
cial and  social  associations,  proving  himself 
well  qualified  for  leadership  in  the  direction 
of  various  enterprises  which  he  has  carried 
to  a  successful  issue.  His  fellow  citizens  have 
honored  him  with  the  highest  position  in  their 
gift,  and  he  has  given  substantial  evidence 
that  he  is  worthy  of  their  confidence  by  his 
fidelity  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him. 

Mr.  Schwartzcop  has  been  a  resident  of  Oil 
City  since  1884.  He  was  born  Oct.  28,  1856, 
at  Lancaster,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Friedrich 
Schwartzcop,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1855.  The  father  was  born  May  25,  1818,  in 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  Germany,  and  being 
but  fourteen  years  old  when  his  father  died 
had  to  help  in  the  support  of  the  large  family 
from  an  early  age.  Several  of  the  sons  came 
to  America,  but  they  became  separated  and 
never  saw  each  other  again.  While  in  the 
old  country  Friedrich  Schwartzcop  was  hostler 
for  a  noble  landlord,  or  land  baron.  He  left 
Hamburg  aboard  a  sailing  vessel  in  1855,  and 
was  thirteen  weeks  on  the  voyage  to  New 
York,  whence  he  made  his  way  to  Lancaster, 
N.  Y.,  later  moving  to  Wellsville,  that  State, 
At  the  latter  place  he  acquired  a  farm  which 
he  cultivated  until  his  death,  Aug.  28,  1886. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Evangelical 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


607 


Lutheran  Church  at  Wellsville  and  always 
active  in  its  membership,  and  politically  he 
became  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
In  Germany  Mr.  Schwartzcop  married  Mary 
Schroeder,  a  native  of  the  same  place  as  him- 
self, bom  in  1825,  and  she  also  died  in  Aug- 
ust, 1886.  They  are  buried  at  Wellsville.  Five 
children  were  bom  to  this  couple:  (i)  Minnie, 
who  married  Peter  Theobold,  of  Titusville, 
Pa.,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  (2) 
Louisa,  wife  of  Charles  Weinhauer  of  Wells- 
ville, X.  Y. ;  (3)  Louis;  (4)  Charles,  who 
married  Carrie  Schultz  and  died  March  19, 
1898  (his  wndow  lives  at  Tulsa,  Okla.)  ;  and 
(5)  Emma,  wife  of  George  Frederick,  of 
Wellsville. 

Louis  Schwartzcop  w^as  about  a  year  and 
a  half  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Wells- 
ville, N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
received  his  education.  His  father  being  a 
farmer,  his  early  practical  experience  was  in 
the  line  of  agriculture,  and  he  remained  on 
the  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  sub- 
sequently working  with  the  engineer  corps  of 
the  State  of  New  York  in  the  survey  and  loca- 
tion of  railways.  The  work  occupied  him  for 
two  years,  and  he  spent  another  year  in  the 
employ  of  the  water  company  at  Wellsville 
as  superintendent  of  the  building  of  reser- 
voirs, imtil  he  became  interested  in  the  oil 
operations  of  the  locality,  being  variously  en- 
gaged in  the  Allegany  county  (N.  Y.)  terri- 
tory for  a  period  of  three  years.  During  this 
time  he  acquired  considerable  knowledge  of 
petroleum  wells  and  their  products,  and  in 
1884  he  came  to  Oil  City,  w^here  for  a  year  he 
was  employed  in  the  barrel  house  of  the  In- 
dependent Refining  Company.  Upon  the  death 
of  John  Theobold,  in  1886,  Mr.  Schwartzcop 
bought  part  of  his  interest  in  the  plant,  of 
which  he  was  made  superintendent  as  well  as 
manager  of  the  shipping  department  that  same 
year.  Within  a  few  years  he  had  become  one 
of  the  principal  owners,  and  upon  the  death 
of  D.  E.  Byles  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the 
company  in  1913,  carrying  the 'duties  of  that 
office  as  well  as  his  former  responsibilities 
until  March,  1917,  when  he  sold  out  and  re- 
tired from  the  refining  business.  In  1913  Mr. 
Schwartzcop  instigated  the  reorganization  of 
the  American  Railway  Appliance  Company  at 
Oil  City,  and  in  1914  he  was  elected  its  presi- 
dent, in  which  capacity  he  has  since  served, 
taking  an  influential  part  in  the  rejuvenation 
of  its  equipment  and  trade  connections.  Their 
manufacturing  plant  is  on  North  Seneca  street, 
and  the  output  consists  of  gas  engines  and 
pumping  powers,  for  which  there  is  great  de- 


mand in  the  immediate  locality  as  well  as  at 
more  distant  points.  His  success  in  re-estab- 
lishing this  business  has  been  notable. 

Mr.  Schwartzcop's  home  was  formerly  in 
Cornplanter  township,  and  during  that  time 
he  served  on  the  township  school  board,  of 
which  he  was  secretary  for  six  years,  giving 
his  duties  the  effective  supervision  which  char- 
acterizes all  his  undertakings.  He  represented 
the  First  ward  in  the  Oil  City  council  for  five 
years,  and  was  president  of  that  body  for  two 
years,  performing  the  functions  of  his  office 
with  ability  and  dispatch  and  giving  the  closest 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  city  while  at  the 
head  of  its  government.  He  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  always  been  active  in  the  party,  though 
he  does  not  allow  politics  to  interfere  with  his 
loyalty  to  the  welfare  of  his  home  place.  Mr. 
Schwartzcop  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
Christ  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Oil 
City,  in  which  he  and  all  his  family  hold  mem- 
bership, and  since  1898  he  has  been  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  congregation,  as  well  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  Though 
his  interests  are  numerous,  he  has  the  execu- 
tive capacity  which  makes  it  possible  for  him 
to  care  for  them  all  efficiently,  ar  fact  which 
has  kept  him  laden  but  not  burdened  with  im- 
portant concerns  throughout  his  active  years. 
Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  Oil  City  Lodge, 
No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

In  September,  1885,  Mr.  Schwartzcop  was 
married,  at  Wellsville,  N.  Y.,  to  Caroline  Mil- 
ler, who  was  bom  Feb.  27,  1858,  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  and  they  have  two  children:  (i) 
Clara  H.,  bom  July  13,  1887,  was  graduated 
from  high  school  at  Oil  City  in  1907  and  sub- 
sequently took  a  course  in  the  Welsh  Business 
College  there,  and  for  three  years  before  her 
marriage  she  was  assistant  cashier  to  the 
treasurer  of  Oil  City.  On  Sept.  10,  1914.  she 
married  William  R.  Powell,  a  machinist  in 
the  employ  of  the  American  Railway  Appli- 
ance Company,  and  they  have  one  child.  Ruth 
Caroline,  who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1916.  Mrs. 
Powell  is  active  in  Christ  Church  and  was  for- 
merly a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school.  (2) 
Frieda  M.,  born  April  3,  1896,  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1914,  and  lives  at  home. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Miller)  Schwartzcop  was 
six  years  old  when  brought  to  the  United 
States,  the  family  departing  from  Bremen  in 
a  sailing  vessel  in  1864  and  arriving  at  New 
York  six  weeks  later,  in  September.  From 
New  York  City  they  proceeded  to  Wellsville, 
that  State,  where  they  made  a  permanent 
home.  Her  father,  Friedrich  Miller  (Miiller), 
w-as  born  Aug.  21,  1818,  and  died  in  Septem- 
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ber,  1889.  He  was  a  shoemaker  in  Germany, 
and  followed  that  trade  for  a  time  after  he 
arrived  in  this  country,  later  working  in  a  tan- 
nery for  many  years,  but  resuming  his  early 
calling  in  later  Ufe.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  political  allegiance.  His  wife,  Henri- 
etta (Lafferd),  was  born  Sept.  22,  1824,  and 
died  Dec.  25,  1902,  and  they  are  buried  at 
Wellsville.  They  were  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  and  active  in  its 
work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  had  the  following 
family:  Henry  married  Louisa  Schrader,  and 
both  are  deceased;  Louisa  is  the  widow  of 
William  Weshe,  and  lives  in  Allen,  N.  Y. ; 
JVIinnie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Christopher 
Franke,  of  Allen,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  Schwartzcop 
was  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Frederick  married 
Matilda  Piefer  and  (second)  Frieda  I^hman. 

JOSEPH  REID,  late  of  Oil  City,  was  one 
of  the  men  who  brought  distinction  to  that 
place  by  his  services  to  modern  industry.  It 
is  no  more  than  due  to  his  personal  character 
to  say  that  he  was  one  of  its  greatest  bene- 
factors in  other  respects  as  well,  for  he  was 
a  man  of  finely  balanced  nature,  of  vigorous 
physique,  keen  and  strenuous  intellect,  high 
moral  standards  and  the  broad  sympathy  with 
his  fellow  men  which  can  only  come  through 
understanding.  A  native  of  Scotland,  he  was 
a  very  typical  member  of  his  sturdy  race  in 
many  ways,  particularly  in  his  faculty  for  in- 
defatigable application,  his  admirable  inde- 
pendence, and  the  foresight  which  enabled  him 
to  judge  so  accurately  of  the  future  needs  and 
the  certain  value  of  possibilities  in  his  line. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  oldest  man- 
ufacturer still  doing  business  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania oil  regions,  where  he  had  been  estab- 
lished for  forty  years. 

Mr.  Reid  was  born  Nov.  11,  1843,  ^^  May- 
bole,  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  where  he  was  reared, 
attending  public  school  up  to  the  age  of  eleven 
years.  His  father  then  apprenticed  him  to  the 
trade  of  joiner,  at  which  he  served  four  years, 
and,  though  he  soon  abandoned  it  for  the 
calling;-  of  his  own  choice,  no  doubt  the  train- 
ing did  him  good.  It  was  his  ambition  to  be- 
come an  engineer,  and  with  that  in  mind  he 
went  to  work  as  a  machinist  in  the  shops  of 
the  Glasgow  &  Southwestern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, at  Kilmarnock.  Scotland,  acquiring  the 
kind  of  experience  he  wanted.  In  1862  he 
came  to  America,  locating  first  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  machin- 
ist for  a  short  time,  later  following  that  calling 
in  New  York  Citv,  Boston  (Mass.),  Wilming- 
ton (Del.),  Cumberland  (Md.)  and  Philadel- 


phia, in  which  latter  city  he  was  with  the 
Baldwin  Locomotive  Works  for  some  years, 
until  1876.  Leaving  their  employ  that  year 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Atlantic  &  Great 
Western  Railroad  Company  (now  the  Erie) 
at  Meadville,  Pa.,  whence  he  came  to  Oil  City 
in  1877,  at  a  time  when  all  business  was  pros- 
pering in  line  with  the  great  oil  developments. 
Here  he  found  work  with  W.  J.  Innis  &  Com- 
pany, and  later  with  Malcolmson  &  Patterson, 
and  he  acquired  a  small  oil  production  and 
farm  on  Slate  run,  near  Oil  City,  where  later 
much  of  his  experimental  work  was  done,  and 
on  this  farm,  when  time  permitted,  he  gave 
vent  to  his  great  love  for  nature  in  his  garden 
and  orchard.  Mr.  Reid  bought  the  Malcolm- 
son  &  Patterson  shop  and  established  a  small 
business  of  his  own  Aug.  i,  1878.  He  did  all 
sorts  of  jobbing  and  repair  work,  and  his  ex- 
perience in  the  production  of  oil  had  been 
sufficient  to  give  him  a  thorough  idea  of  the 
requirements  of  drillers  and  producers,  which 
a  mechanic  of  his  acquirements  was  more  than 
able  to  meet.  His  high-grade  workmanship 
and  thorough  reliability  soon  had  their  reward 
in  plenty  of  patronage,  and  though  he  suf- 
fered a  number  of  reverses  in  his  earlier  busi- 
ness career,  having  his  establishment  twice  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  in  1882  and  1887,  he  always 
had  faith  enough  in  the  future  to  keep  going 
ahead.  His  first  machine  shop  was  a  one- 
story  building,  thirty-seven  feet  square,  gradu- 
ally enlarged  as  the  increase  of  business  de- 
manded until  it  was  thirty-seven  by  one  hun- 
dred fifty  feet  in  dimensions,  and  two  stories 
high,  with  iron  and  brass  foundry  equipment. 
As  soon  as  he  had  his  general  machine  work 
well  in  hand,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
various  machines  and  devices  which  were  to 
make  his  name  famous  among  oil  producers 
and  consumers.  Engines  and  locomotives  were 
turned  out  after  his  own  plans,  the  first  loco- 
motive built  in  Oil  City  being  constructed  in 
his  plant  in  1882:  new  products  were  added 
constantly,  including  the  Stover  pumping  rig. 
and  log  rods,  and  a  specialty  was  made  of  re- 
finery supplies,  the  Reid  Manifold  and  Re- 
ceiving Box  being  included  in  the  standard 
eauioment  of  refineries  to  this  day.  When  the 
oil  fields  were  opened  at  Lima,  Ohio,  it  was 
found  that  the  refineries  were  unable  to  handle 
the  grade  of  crude  oil  produced,  but  that  it 
was  useful  for  fuel,  and  the  problem  of  pro- 
vidine  a  suitable  burner  for  its  consumption 
as  such  was  successfully  solved  by  Mr.  Reid. 
who,  after  careful  experimentation,  designed 
and  patented  the  hydro-carbon  oil  burner  for 
the  use  of  that  and  other  cheap  grades  of  crude 
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petroleum.  In  1885,  in  order  to  pursue  the 
manufacture,  sale  and  installation  of  the  oil 
burner,  he  organized  the  Reid  Burner  Com- 
pany, and  this  business  has  been  continued  ever 
since,  the  burners  now  being  manufactured  and 
sold  by  the  Joseph  Reid  Gas  Engine  Company. 

Joseph  Reid  was  a  practical  executive,  as 
well  as  a  mechanical  genius,  and  kept  the  busi- 
ness end  of  his  enterprises  well  in  hand.  The 
jobbing  custcwn  which  constituted  most  of  his 
trade  during  the  early  part  of  his  career  here 
became  extensive  and  comprehensive,  including 
the  manufacture  and  repair  of  all  kinds  of 
steam,  saw  and  grist  mill  machinery,  stationary 
engines  of  up-to-date  design,  drilling  tools, 
steam  hammers,  and  other  devices  of  the  same 
order,  and  by  1887  he  was  employing  twenty- 
two  hands  and  moved  his  shop  to  the  old  skat- 
ing rink  on  North  Seneca  street,  a  building 
forty-eight  by  one  hundred  eighty  feet  in  di- 
mensions. 

Mr.  Reid  always  kept  the  interests  of  his 
patrons  in  mind,  and  proved  himself  a  master 
in  solving  their  mechanical  problems.  With  a 
view  of  making  a  more  economical  power  than 
the  steam  engine  for  producing  oil,  he  made 
extensive  experiments  with  a  crude  oil  engine, 
and  during  these  tests  found  that  he  could  use 
natural  gas  as  fuel  to  obtain  the  end  which  he 
sought.  As  the  outcome  of  this  work,  Mr. 
Reid  sold  the  first  practical  natural  gas  en- 
gine in  1894.  In  order  to  replace  the  steam 
engine  with  a  gas  engine  for  drilling  and  clean- 
ing out  wells,  the  two-way  or  reverse-gear 
clutch  was  necessary,  and  in  1899  he  designed 
and  patented  this  attachment,  which  enabled 
the  producer  to  drill,  clean  out,  and  pump  his 
wells  more  quickly  and  more  cheaply  than  was 
ever  possible  with  the  steam  engine.  With  the 
use  of  the  Reid  Gas  Engine  many  of  the  pro- 
ducer's troubles  vanished — from  the  beginning 
the  eng'ne  was  dependable  and  sure.  In  1901 
Mr.  Reid  designed  the  Reid  Eccentric  Power, 
and  later  the  Steel  Band  Wheel  Power  was 
developed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  heavy  work 
in  the  mid-continent  oil  fields,  and  a  special 
denization,  the  Frick-Reid  Supply  Company, 
with  Mr.  W.  E.  Prick,  of  Pittsburgh,  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Reid  vice  president,  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  with  head- 
quarters in  Pittsburgh,  was  organized  to  care 
for  the  business  in  that  section. 

In  February,  1899.  Mr.  Reid  organized  the 
Joseph  Reid  Gas  Engine  Company,  associating 
with  him  men  emploved  by  him  in  shop,  office 
and  field  positions,  the  company  consisting  of 
Toseoh  Reid,  W.  O.  Piatt,  J.  T.  Hadley,  G.  S. 
Bredin  and  S.  R.  Shoup.     The  business  has 
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continued  to  grow.  The  main  buildings  of 
the  present  plant  were  erected  in  1903,  and 
new  buildings  are  being  added  from  time  to 
time  to  meet  the  requijrements  of  the  work. 
Four  hundred  skilled  hands  were  employed  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Reid's  death.  The  tar-reach- 
ing  benefits  and  influence  of  Joseph  Reid's 
assiduous  devotion  to  devising  and  perfecting 
machinery  for  facilitating  operations  in  the  oil 
fields  are  almost  as  tangible  as  their  practical 
value,  though  it  would  be  practically  impos- 
sible to  calculate  them  fully.  His  achieve- 
ments in  the  line  of  mechanics  marked  a  dis- 
tinct advance  which  will  always  be  associated 
with  his  name. 

As  president  of  the  Reid  Land  &  Develop- 
ment Company,  a  corporation  operating  in  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley,  California,  he  became  in- 
terested and  developed  his  Fairview  Property 
near  Ducor,  Cal.,  on  which  he  had  extensive 
orange,  lemon  and  olive  groves. 

Mr.  Reid  was  a  leader  by  nature,  yet  not  too 
wise  to  feel  the  common  touch  of  men.  He 
was  prominent  in  the  support  of  all  praise- 
worthy movements;  ready  with  time,  means 
and  counsel  to  aid  to  the  extent  of  his  ability ; 
equally  sympathetic  in  individual  cases;  and 
kindly  in  his  relations  with  all  men.  His  lib- 
erality of  thought  is  well  illustrated  in  the 
remark  of  one  of  his  friends,  "He  was  a  man 
that  was  able  to  see  things  as  they  really 
were,  and  from  others'  besides  his  own  view- 
point.'' That  faculty  was  really  the  basis  of 
his  material  success  also ;  but  it  was  character- 
istic of  his  personal  intercourse  with  others. 

Philanthropic  to  a  degree  of  personal  sac- 
rifice; a  liberal  supporter  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work 
both  in  his  home  city  and  abroad;  keenly  in- 
terested in  the  work  of  the  colored  people  of 
the  southland ;  and  in  the  homeless  boys'  and 
girls'  organizations  in  the  county  and  other 
parts  of  the  country ;  a  contributor  to  tubercu- 
losis sanitariums  in  this  State;  yet  the  bulk  of 
his  charities  will  never  be  known — such  was 
the  quiet,  unassum'ng  nature  of  this  man. 
When  away  from  his  desk  and  other  business 
cares,  he  lived  a  simple,  quiet  life,  into  which 
few  people  ventured :  a  deep  student  always,  a 
lover  of  good  books,  he  spent  much  time  in  his 
f)rivate  library. 

Mr.  Reid  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Knights  Templars,  St.  Andrew's 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  of  New 
York.  He  was  twice  married ;  Mrs.  Agnes 
Hannah  Reid  died  in  .1871,  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
Staples  Reid  passed  away  in  1904.  In  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  his  home  on  Orange 
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street,  Oil  City,  Oct.  23,  191 7,  the  community 
lost  a  citizen  who  was  a  friend  to  all,  but 
whose  influence  for  manly  dealing  and  kindli- 
ness will  live  on.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mount 
Moriah  cemetery,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

CHARLES  A.  MILLER,  who  fills  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  superintendent  with  the 
Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  of  Franklin,  has 
demonstrated  his  capacity  for  comprehensive 
grasp  of  large  affairs  and  their  management 
very  clearly  in  that  connection.  Its  duties  oc- 
cupy most  of  his  time,  though  he  also  maintains 
active  association  with  several  other  important 
local  concerns,  having  acquired  valuable  inter- 
ests of  his  own  in  the  course  of  a  well  spent 
business  career.  From  early  manhood  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Franklin,  coming  here  in 
January,  1899,  from  his  native  place,  Boston, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Miller  was  born  Feb.  7, 
1879,  son  of  William  Miller,  and  is  of  old 
Huguenot  stock.  His  first  ancestor  of  whom 
we  have  record  was  bom  in  the  province  of 
Upper  Alsace,  then  a  portion  of  France,  and 
had  children  as  follows:  Nicklose  (born  in 
1776),  Martin,  Michel  (bom  in  1780),  Chris- 
tian and  Elizabeth  Ann.  The  three  first  named 
served  in  Napoleon's  army.  The  other  son, 
Christian,  was  bom  in  1782,  in  the  village  of 
Oberhoff^en,  canton  of  Bischweiler^  Alsace, 
and  there  lived  until  1852,  when  he  came  to 
America,  dying  in  this  country  in  1868,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  By  calling  he  was  a 
blacksmith.  He  married  Elizabeth  Schuster, 
and  their  children  were:  Christian,  the  next 
in  the  line  we  are  tracing;  Martin,  who  lived 
to  be  over  ninety-one  years  old;  Nicklose,  who 
married  Marie  Render ;  Michael,  who  married 
Magdalena  Heimlich;  Elizabeth,  who  became 
the  wife  of  George  Schuster,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years;  Magdalena,  who  mar- 
ried George  Burgroph,  and  died  in  France; 
Margaret,  who  married  Jacob  Ketterer;  and 
Salomae,  wife  of  Philip  Kline.  All  of  this 
family  died  in  America  but  Magdalena. 

Christian  Miller,  son  of  Christian  and  Eliza- 
beth (Schuster)  Miller,  leamed  his  fathers 
trade  of  blacksmith  and  followed  it  while  in 
France.  All  his  children  were  born  in  that 
country,  and  his  first  wife  died  there  in  185 1. 
Leaving  Alsace  on  March  24,  1854,  he  arrived 
at  Buffalo  May  12th,  and  was  soon  established 
on  a  farm  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  near  the 
village  of  Boston,  where  he  purchased  113 
acres  of  land  and  followed  agriculture  the  rest 
of  his  active  life,  reaching  the  good  old  age  of 
eighty-seven  years,  three  months.  His  death 
occurred  in  1896,  and  he  is  buried  at  Boston, 
where  several  other  members  of  the  family  are 


interred.  His  ten  children  were  all  born  to  his 
first  marriage,  with  Magdalena  Voeltzel, 
namely:  Christian,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years  (he  was  the  father  of  George 
Christian  Miller) ;  Martin,  who  died  aged 
seventy- four  years ;  Frederick,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  years ;  Lewis,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-five  years ;  Michael,  who  is  living 
in  Erie  county,  N.  Y. ;  Gen.  Charles,  of  Frank- 
lin, Pa.,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work;  William;  George,  who  died  in 
infancy;  George,  who  died  at  sea  in  early  life ; 
and  Magdalena,  who  married  Edward  Walash 
and  lives  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Christian  Miller,  the  father  of  this 
family,  was  to  Magdalena  Cobett,  a  cousin  of 
his  first  wife. 

William  Miller,  son  of  Christian  and  Magda- 
lena (Voeltzel)  Miller,  was  the  father  of 
Charles  A.  Miller.  Born  April  7,  1845,  he  was 
a  boy  of  nine  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  America.  Spending  his  early  years 
on  the  home  farm  in  Erie  county,  his  training 
in  agricultural  work  began  in  youth,  and  this 
continued  to  be  his  principal  employment 
throughout  life.  In  time  he  bought  his  father's 
farm,  and  added  to  it  until  that  property  com- 
prised 164  acres,  besides  which  he  acquired 
other  land  in  the  same  county.  He  retained  the 
ownership  of  his  homestead  in  Erie  county 
until  1914,  but  meantime  he  had  given  up  farm 
work,  having  moved  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  in  1903, 
and  he  has  ever  since  held  the  position  of 
storekeeper  there  for  the  Galena-Signal  Oil 
Company,  of  which  his  brother,  Gen.  Charles 
Miller,  has  long  been  the  head.  He  has  led  a 
busy  life,  earning  the  respect  of  all  his  asso- 
ciates by  his  consistent  course  of  rectitiWe, 
characterized  chiefly  by  industry  and  a  strict 
sense  of  honor  in  every  transaction.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Schlegel,  who  died  in  May, 
1914,  and  of  their  four  children  Carrie  is  the 
wife  of  August  Young,  a  merchant  of  Frank- 
lin, Pa. ;  Amelia  and  William  are  deceased  ; 
Charles  A.  completes  the  family. 

Charles  A.  Miller  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  taking  his  high  school  course 
at  Boston,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1898.  In  January  following  he  came  to  Frank- 
lin, Pa.,  where  he  has  made  his  home  ever 
since.  He  first  went  to  work  here  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Franklin  Manufacturing  Company, 
one  of  the  various  local  companies  in  which  his 
uncle,  Gen.  Charles  Miller,  is  interested,  con- 
tinuing at  their  works  for  nine  months.  He 
changed  to  become  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  of  which  his 
uncle  was  then  president,  and  was  retained  in 
that  capacity  until  promoted  to  superintendent 
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of  the  large  plant,  in  May,  1914.  Mr.  Miller 
reached  his  present  position  on  his  own  merits, 
through  intelligent,  trustworthy  service  in  his 
minor  responsibilities,  and  has  shown  himself 
thoroughly  qualified  to  meet  its  requirements. 
He  has  given  serious  thought  to  every  phase 
of  the  operation  of  the  business  under  his 
supervision,  and  in  the  application  of  his  ideas 
to  its  problems  has  effected  some  noteworthy 
changes  in  methods  and  results.  Having  a 
practical  familiarity  with  the  oil  business,  in 
regard  to  both  production  and  marketing,  he 
has  made  some  fortunate  investments  in  oil 
properties,  his  interests  as  a  producer  being 
now  quite  valuable.  He  is  a  director  of  several 
thriving  companies  at  Franklin,  the  Fulcrum 
Oil  Company,  the  Sibley  Soap  Company,  the 
Hygiene  Baking  Company,  the  Pennsy  Coal 
Company  and  the  Franklin  News  Printing 
Company,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Mr.  Miller  maintains  a  number  of  club  and 
fraternal  relationships,  being  a  member  of  the 
Washington  and  Elks  Clubs  and  affiliated  with 
Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Venango 
Chapter,  No.  211,  R.  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Council, 
No.  42,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Franklin  Commandery, 
No.  44,  K.  T. ;  the  Lodge  of  Perfection,  four- 
teenth degree;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty- 
jiccond  degree;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.  N.  M.  S.>  at  Erie,  Pa.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  present  school  board  at  Franklin,  having 
been  elected  to  that  office  Nov.  6,  191 7. 

Mr.  Miller  married  Anita  Leona  Crandall, 
daughter  of  Winfield  Scott  and  Mary  J.  (Fas- 
sett  )  Crandall,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Anita  and  William. 

W1LLL\M  D.  ELLIOTT,  of  Franklin,  has 
had  an  active  and  varied  business  career.  For 
many  years  he  was  associated  with  the  oil  in- 
dustry, as  a  producer  or  dealer  in  oil  well  sup- 
plies, but  for  some  time  past  he  has  followed 
engineering,  in  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  a 
responsible  connection  with  the  American 
Steel  Foundries  at  Franklin.  His  experience 
in  independent  business,  though  not  in  the  line 
in  which  he  is  at  present  occupied,  was  a  val- 
uable preparation  for  its  duties,  having  devel- 
oped his  initiative  and  accustomed  him  to 
shouldering  any  and  all  obligations.  He  be- 
longs to  an  old  established  family  of  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania  and  is  one  of  its  worthy  rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr.  Elliott  is  a  grandson  of  Robert  Elliott, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  section 
from  eastern  Pennsylvania,  presumably  the 
vicinity  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  county. 
After  living  in  and  around  Franklin  for  sev- 


eral years,  he  settled  at  the  mouth  of  Hem- 
lock creek,  in  President  township,  built  the 
first  mill  in  that  part  of  Venango  county,  and 
also  carried  on  farming,  his  principal  occupa- 
tion through  life.  He  was  a  leading  resident 
of  that  section  for  many  years.  The  remain- 
der of  his  life  was  spent  there,  and  he  and  his 
wife,  with  several  other  members  of  their  fam- 
ily, are  buried  in  a- small  inclosed  graveyard 
in  the  village  of  President.  Robert  Elliott 
married  Rflbecca  Fleming,  who  like  himself 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage,  and  of  the 
children  born  to  them  seven  grew  to  maturity : 
David,  who  died  in  the  West ;  Sanderson,  who 
died  in  Warren,  Ohio;  William;  Robert,  who 
made  his  home  in  President  township  and 
died  in  Franklin;  Mary,  Mrs.  Hamilton; 
Martha,  Mrs.  John  Lamb;  and  George,  who 
died  in  Peoria,  Illinois. 

William  Elliott,  the  second  son  of  Robert 
Elliott,  was  born  Jan.  25,  1803,  on  what  be- 
came subsequently  known  as  the  James  Rus- 
sell farm  in  the  present  limits  of  President 
township.  He  was  reared  there,  and  his  op- 
portunities were  of  course  limited,  but  he  had 
an  active  mind  and  much  practical  sense,  and 
he  was  always  regarded  among  his  associates 
as  a  man  of  remarkable  intelligence.  When 
a  young  man  he  went  into  business  at  Frank- 
lin as  a  merchant,  and  was  so  occupied  until  in 
1849  ^^  becaime  interested  in  the  Franklin 
foundry  at  French  creek,  as  one  of  the  firm  of 
Elliott  &  Epley.  Meantime  he  also  acquired 
prominence  as  a  county  official.  When  only 
twenty-six  years  old,  in  1829,  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner,  which  office  he  held  for 
one  term  of  three  years.  For  two  years,  1844 
and  1845,  he  served  as  county  treasurer;  and 
in  1854  he  was  elected  prothonotary  and  clerk 
of  the  courts,  taking  the  oath  of  office  Dec. 
4th  of  that  year.  He  died  at  Franklin  July  20, 
1857,  before  the  completion  of  his  term,  and 
at  the  time  he  was  a  candidate  for  re-election. 
He  was  buried  in  Franklin  cemetery.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a  Democrat,  and  an  influential 
party  worker  practically  from  the  time  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  In  all  his  responsibilities, 
whether  those  of  his  own  business  ventures  or 
the  larger  interests  affecting  the  whole  com- 
munity, he  was  uniformly  careful,  judicious 
and  honorable.  He  was  not  a  member  of 
church,  but  shortly  before  his  death  he  acted 
as  superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday 
school,  and  he  always  supported  and  encour- 
aged religious  enterprises.  His  parents  were 
members  of  the  Seceder  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1835  William  Elliott  was  married  to 
Mary  Kinnear,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Col. 
James  Kinnear,  the  latter  a  native  of   Scot- 
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land  and  an  early  and  prominent  resident  of 
Franklin,  where  he  owned  the  leadine  hotel 
of  the  period,  known  as  the  "Kinnear  House." 
Colonel  Kinnear's  wife  was  of  Dutch  parent- 
age. Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elliott,  six  grew  up,  namely:  Jane  Hale, 
who  married  CoL  John  H.  Cain,  and  resides 
at  Franklin;  James  K.,  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  the  sketch  of  Thomas  S.  Elliott;  Robert 
Fleming,  deceased;  William  D.;  Thomas  H., 
deceased;  and  Edward  C.  The  dldest  three 
sons  were  for  some  time  associated  in  busi- 
ness as  members  of  the  firm  of  Elliott  Broth- 
ers, dealers  in  hardware,  coal  and  oil  well 
supplies.  All  continued  to  reside  in  Frank- 
lin except  Edward  C,  who  was  for  some 
years  at  Lie^e,  Belgium,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Anglo-American  Oxide  Company,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Orangeburg,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Elliott 
died  May  5,  1905. 

William  D.  Elliott  was  born  at  Franklin 
Aug.  II,  1847,  ^^^  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  place.  For  a  few  years  during  his 
early  manhood  he  lived  on  a  farm  in  Erie 
county.  Pa.,  on  his  return  to  Franklin  obtain- 
ing a  position  as  clerk  in  the  Woodburn  store, 
where  he  was  employed  for  three  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  worked  in  a  hardware  store,  gain- 
ing sufficient  familiarity  with  this  line  to  give 
him  confidence  for  an  independent  venture, 
which  he  made  in  1870,  buying  a  hardware 
business  at  Petroleum  Center,  this  county, 
which  he  ran  in  partnership  with  his  brothers 
Fleming  and  Thomas,  under  the  firm  name  of 
W.  D.  Elliott  &  Co.  After  two  years  there 
he  came  to  Franklin,  wher^.  as  above  men- 
tioned,  he  was  associated  in  business  with  two 
of  his  brothers  under  the  style  of  Elliott 
Brothers,  dealing  extensively  in  hardware, 
coal  and  oil  well  supplies.  William  D.  Elliott 
was  engaged  with  this  concern  for  eight  years, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  production  of  oil,  following  that 
line  for  three  years.  He  was  next  in  Michi- 
gan for  some  time,  there  doing  his  first  work 
as  an  engineer,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since 
been  employed,  now  in  the  Franklin  plant  of 
the  American  Steel  Foundries,  where  he  is 
head  engineer.  Mr.  Elliott  has  been  devoted 
principally  to  his  private  affairs,  forming  few 
outside  connections.  He  belongs  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  is  a  respected  member 
of  society  wherever  known. 

In  1873  ^^r-  Elliott  was  married  to  Clara 
Eaton,  daughter  of  Johnson  and  Eliza  Ann 
(Adams)  Eaton  and  a  niece  of  the  much  be- 
loved Rev.  Dr.  S.  J.  M.  Elaton.  Her  mother 
was  a  member  of  the  same  Adams  family  as 


the  two  presidents  of  the  United  States.  Chil- 
dren as  tollows  have  been  bom  to  this  union : 
Frank  E.,  a  druggist,  now  in  the  United  States 
Medical  Corps  at  the  Presidio,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.;  Clarence  A.,  of  Idaho,  where  he  has  a 
large  ranch  (his  children  are  Harold,  Kich- 
ara  and  Virginia) ;  Charles,  who  died  when 
nine  months  old;  Mary  Lilhan,  a  graduate  of 
the  Ohio  State  University,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
now  wife  of  W.  H.  Lambirth,  of  Cleveland; 
V  iola,  wife  of  H.  V.  Resner,  of  Detroit,  Mich, 
(they  have  three  children,  Grace,  Raymond 
and  Sidney)  ;  Edna,  wife  ot  Lynchtield  iiurks, 
living  on  a  ranch  in  Idaho  (they  have  one 
child,  Billy)  ;.Ruth,  wife  of  J.  HaUock  Speer, 
now  a  corporal  of  Company  F,  112th  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  in  action  in  France;  Wilifred 
H.,  living  at  home;  and  Dorothy  J.,  wife  of 
Heber  C.  Dunham,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The 
family  home  in  Franklin  is  at  No.  807  Liberty 
street. 

AHCHAEL  MAXION  (deceased),  an  old- 
time  resident  of  Rouseviile  and  founder  of  the 
cooperage  business  there  now  conducted  by 
his  sons,  was  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
his  day.  Though  the  plant  of  the  Rouseviile 
Cooperage  Company  has  had  its  most  notable 
growth  in  the  hands  of  the  second  generation, 
the  solid  foundation  of  the  enterprise  must  be 
credited  to  the  original  owner,  who  not  only 
put  it  upon  a  sound  basis  but  also  trained  his 
sons  in  the  line  where  they  have  found  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  Manion  was  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  when  a  youth  learned  the  trade  of  cooper, 
which  proved  to  be  his  life  work.  Coming  to 
Rouseviile  in  the  early  days,  he  found  a  good 
demand  for  his  services  and  entered  business 
on  his  own  account  in  a  small  way,  building 
up  a  profitable  local  patronage  which  he  re- 
tained to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  a  thor- 
ough, skilled  workman,  and  as  honorable  in 
his  personal  relations  in  life  as  he  was  strict  in 
business  transactions,  holding  the  unqualified 
respect  of  all  his  associates.  He  died  in  1900. 
and  is  buried  at  Oil  City.  Fraternally  he  held 
membership  in  the  Knights  of  Labor.  Mr. 
Manion  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Fitzgerald)  Mc- 
Carty,  who  had  two  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage, Charles  (now  a  resident  of  Oil  City) 
and  Minnie  (deceased).  To  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Manion  were  bom  the  following: 
Timothy,  now  engaged  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sinclair  Oil  and  Refining  Company,  of  El- 
dorado, Kans. ;  Patrick,  who  is  associated  with 
his  brothers  in  the  Rouseviile  Cooperage  Com- 
pany; John  R..  born  in  1875,  who  is  vice  pres- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


613 


id^nt  and  general  manager  of  the  Sinclair- 
Cudahy  Pipe  Line  Company  at  Tulsa,  Okla., 
and  a  director  of  the  Sinclair  Oil  &  Refining 
Corporation ;  Lawrence  M. ;  Daniel  F.,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rouseville  Cooperage  Company; 
and  Joseph  E. 

Lawrence  M.  Manion  was  bom  at  Rouse- 
ville March  31,  1878,  and  has  passed  his  life 
at  that  place.  He  had  the  excellent  advantages 
afforded  in  the  local  public  schools,  and  be- 
gan work  in  his  father's  plant,  where  he  was 
thoroughly  familiarized  with  the  details  of 
the  coopering  business,  which  he  and  his 
brothers  have  continued  since  the  father's  de- 
cease. In  1908  they  reorganized  the  concern 
under  the  present  name,  L.  M.  Manion  being 
president;  D.  F.  Manion,  treasurer;  Patrick 
Manion,  vice  president ;  J.  E.  Manion,  general 
manager.  When  the  brothers  took  hold  of 
the  business  the  output  was  twenty-five  bar- 
rels daily,  but  the  trade  has  been  expanded 
until  the  dailv  production  is  now  one  thousand 
barrels,  considerable  shipments  being  made  to 
foreign  countries  as  well  as  into  local  terri- 
tory. Origmully  barrels  were  manufactured 
principally  for  the  oil  industry,  but  the  prod- 
uct now  includes  barrels  for  the  large  packing 
houses,  for  food  products,  from  which  field 
a  large  percentage  of  the  new  business  has 
come.  From  seventy-five  to  eighty  men  are 
employed,  and  the  plant  is  one  of  the  indus- 
trial assets  of  Rouseville,  where  it  has  a  very 
favorable  location.  The  Manion  brothers  have 
a  high  reputation  among  business  men  in  this 
section,  where  they  have  added  honor  to  a 
name  long  associated  with  all  the  essentials  of 
genuine  worth. 

Lawrence  M.  Manion  was  married  to  Loret- 
ta  O'Neil,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary 
Norine.  Mr.  Manion  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  is  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks 
at  Oil  City. 

WILLIAM  FRANKLIN  PHILLIPS,  an 
up-to-date  oil  operator  in  the  territory  imme- 
diately north  of  Oil  City,  is  a  member  of  the 
third  generation  of  successful  oil  producers 
in  his  family  active  in  the  Venango  county 
field.  Coming  of  a  race  whose  vigorous  pro- 
gressive traits  have  been  outstanding  features 
of  the  type,  he  is  as  thoroughly  representative 
of  the  times  in  his  labors  as  his  father  and 
grandfather  were  in  theirs.  Each  has  ren- 
dered a  contribution  of  distinct  value  to  the 
industrial  situation  of  his  day 

William  Phillips,  the  grandfather,  was  a 
partner  of  John  Van  Ausdell  from  the  earliest 


oil  activities  until  his  death  in  1877,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years.  They  were  pioneers  in 
various  oil  fields  and  made  several  fortunes, 
being  among  the  men  whose  successful  efforts 
were  effective  in  the  initial  developments  of 
what  has  come  to  be  an  industry  of  world- 
wide importance.  One  of  the  present  oil  men, 
J.  B.  Smithman,  was  for  many  years  their 
bookkeeper.  In  1859,  shortly  after  Drake's 
development,  Mr.  Phillips  with  Frew  &  Co. 
drilled  a  well  of  forty  barrels'  flow — one  of 
first.  In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1861  Phil- 
lips &  Van  Ausdell  bored  a  well  on  a  tract  up 
the  river  above  Laytonia,  in  what  is  now  the 
south  side  of  Oil  City,  striking  a  thirty-five- 
barrel  well  in  April.  The  oil  sold  at  sixty-five 
cents  a  gallon.  The  excitement  over  it  was 
of  short  duration.  In  September  of  the  same 
year  they  brought  in  the  famous  four-thou- 
sand-barrel well  on  Oil  creek,  on  the  Tan- 
farm  near  Petroleum  Center,  which  set  the 
country  aflame  as  to  oil  possibilities.  It  was 
known  as  the  Phillips  well.  Six  months  after 
it  was  struck  it  was  still  producing  thirty-six 
hundred  barrels  daily.  This  historic  well 
broke  loose  at  night,  thousands  of  barrels  of 
oil  flowing  into  Oil  creek  before  it  could  be 
curbed.  Iq  1863,  on  the  Tarr  farm,  the  part- 
ners made  the  first  eflfort  to  transport  oil 
through  pipes,  now  universally  the  means  of 
conveying  crude  oil  from  the  producing  fields 
to  refineries.  Before  this  Mr.  Phillips  had 
made  and  used  bulkhead  boats  to  carry  oil 
in  bulk  to  Pittsburgh.  He  continued  to  be  one 
of  the  principal  oil  producers  in  the  county 
until  his  death.  From  1859  he  made  his  home 
at  Oil  City,  that  year  building  the'  second 
house  on  the  south  side,  and  he  was  always 
foremost  in  movements  for  its  advancement. 
He  was  a  director  of  the  old  Oil  City  Savings 
Bank.  To  him  and  his  wife  Sarah  was  bom 
a  family  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  Sarah  J.  married  J.  E. 
Cribbs,  and  both  are  deceased;  John  W.  is 
mentioned  below;  Rachel  married  Joseph 
HafFey,  and  both  are  deceased ;  William  Braid 
operated  a  ferry  at  Freeport,  which  his  father 
had  formerly  owned ;  Parks,  the  only  survivor 
of  the  family,  is  unmarried  and  a  resident  of 
Oil  City. 

John  W.  Phillips,  father  of  William  Frank- 
lin Phillips,  was  born  July  24,  1850,  on  a  farm 
in  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  remained 
until  the  family's  removal  to  Oil  City.  There 
he  continued  his  literary  education  in  the 
graded  schools,  and  subsequently  learned  the 
drug  business,  which  he  followed  during  his 
young  manhood,  having  stores  at  various  other 
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towns  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania — Knox 
(Edenburg),  St.  Joe  and  Buena  Vista — be- 
fore returning  to  Oil  City,  where  he  opened 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Nichols  Pharmacy 
on  the  south  side.  As  administrator  he  set- 
tled up  the  Phillips  estate  upon  his  father's 
death,  meanwhile  buying  himself  the  farm 
tract  at  Pinoak,  in  Cranberry  township,  this 
county,  where  he  ever  after  resided  with  the 
exception  of  part  of  the  time  while  he  was 
serving  his  two  terms  as  county  commission- 
er»  1905  to  191 1,  during  two  of  which  years 
he  lived  in  Franklin.  At  Pinoak  he  brought 
in  several  productive  oil  wells.  Clever  and 
tactful  in  handling  business  matters^  Mr. 
Phillips  was  not  niggardly  in  the  application 
of  his  time,  means  or  efforts  in  the  interest  of 
his  fellow  men.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in 
public  affairs,  showing  sound  judgment  in  ad- 
vocating such  improvements  as  would  be  of 
permanent  value.  For  many  years  he  served 
in  local  offices,  on  the  school  board,  etc.,  the 
township  benefiting  greatly  by  his  counsel  and 
well  considered  action  in  its  government.  In 
the  building  of  the  steel  bridge  at  Oil  City  his 
idea  of  providing  a  broad  roadway  that  would 
suffice  for  years  was  originally  opposed  by 
other  commissioners,  but  he  persisted  until 
he  won  them  over,  as  the  creditable  structure 
which  they  erected  attests.  The  steel  bridge 
at  Franklin  was  also  built  during  his  com- 
missionership,  as  well  as  the  county  jail,  and 
substantial  improvements  were  made  on  the 
County  Farm.  He  was  a  lifelong  Republican 
and  always  prominent  in  the  local  ranks  of  the 
party.  Mr.  Phillips  was  a  man  of  sterling 
character,  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his 
obligations,  but  modest  and  unassuming,  of 
pleasing  disposition  and  fond  of  entertaining 
at  his  own  fireside,  where  he  kept  open  house 
and  found  his  greatest  pleasure  in  the  midst 
of  his  old  friends,  who  were  legion.  He  was 
in  poor  health  for  several  years  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  25,  1915,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  William  F.  Phillips  on  the 
Merritt  and  Phillips  lease,  at  McClintockville. 
Fraternally  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  Ma- 
son, affiliated  with  Latonia  Lodge,  No.  1018, 
I:  O.  O.  F.,  the  Masonic  blue  lodge  at  Oil 
City  and  the  council  and  chapter  at  Franklin, 
his  funeral  services  being  conducted  by  Ve- 
nango Chapter,  No.  211.  R.  A.  M.,  and  by 
the  pastor  of  Grace  M.  E.  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  He  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill 
cemetery,  Oil  City. 

On  Nov.  23,  1871,  Mr.  Phillips  married 
Gertrude  Power,  of  Franklin,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom 


survived  him:  William  Franklin;  Josephine, 
wife  of  David  W.  Moore,  of  Tulsa,  Okla. ; 
Grace,  widow  of  S.  J.  Swift,  of  Austin,  Texas ; 
and  Wendell  C,  who  lives  on  part  of  the 
old  home  at  Pinoak.  The  mother  of  these 
dying  May  15,  1890,  Mr.  Phillips  married 
(second)  in  1898  Allie  Hastings,  of  Utica, 
this  county,  who  passed  away  in  June,  191 1. 

William  Franklin  Phillips  had  excellent 
educational  advantages.  He  has  been  at  work 
in  the  oil  fields  from  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
having  begun  as  a  tool  dresser,  and  became  a 
drilling  contractor  when  but  twenty,  operating 
a  string  of  tools.  He  sank  several  wells  on 
his  father's  farm.  In  1907,  attracted  by  the 
high  wages  paid  to  experienced  men,  he  went 
out  to  California,  and  except  for  one  year 
which  he  spent  at  the  old  home  was  engaged 
in  various  of  the  leading  production  sections 
of  that  State  until  191 1,  his  experience  as  a 
driller  extending  into  the  copper  regions  of 
New  Mexico  as  well.  Forming  a  partnership 
with  H.  R.  Merritt  on  his  return  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, they  secured  title  to  sixty  acres  with 
leases  on  an  additional  tract,  and  for  seven 
years  he  has  given  his  attention  to  the  devel- 
opment of  this  property,  he  and  his  partner 
now  having  thirty-seven  producing  wells 
there,  whose  yield  is  at  least  up  to  the  aver- 
age of  Venango  county  wells.  Many  old  wells 
had  to  be  drawn  and  reworked,  and  new  ones 
have  been  brought  in,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  operations  Mr.  Phillips  has  had  many  rea- 
sons to  be  grateful  for  his  years  of  experience, 
covering  every  phase  of  oil  production  and 
making  him  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  its 
possibilities.  His  management  of  this  prop- 
erty speaks  volumes  for  his  efficiency,  persist- 
ence and  constancy  in  the  care  'of  the  multi- 
tude of  minor  details  without  which  success 
could  not  be  gained  under  present-day  condi- 
tions. He  also  owns  the  old  farm  at  Pinoak, 
where  there  is  a  satisfactory  oil  production. 

In  1906  Mr.  Phillips  married  Eva  Stives, 
of  Spartansburg,  Pa.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Marion  A.  and  W.  F.,  Jr.  Mr.  PhilU|>s 
devotes  his  time  principally  to  business,  but 
he  maintains  fraternal  association  with  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  Masons,  being  a  Knight- 
Templar  and  thirty-second-degree  Mason, 

FRANK  A.  JAMES,  of  Rocky  Grove,  has 
followed  in  his  father's  footsteps  in  business, 
keeping  alive  the  associations  which  have  at- 
tached to  the  name  here  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury through  extensive  oil  operations.  The 
late  Henry  F.  James  was  active  in  the  oil  fields 
adjacent  to  Franklin  for  forty  years  prior  to 
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his  death,  sustaining  a  high  rate  of  production 
for  many  years.  The  son,  with  equal  enter- 
prise and  acumen,  has  done  as  well,  though 
his  work  has  not  been  confined  to  the  local 
territory,  and  like  hjs  father  his  activities  have 
been  as  frequently  in  the  line  of  drilling  as  in 
production. 

Henry  F.  James  was  much  more  than  a 
prosperous  business  man.  Descended  from 
old  New  England  stock,  he  had  the  typical 
sturdiness  of  physique,  rugged  character  and 
keen  intelligence  of  his  race,  and  he  was  a 
distinct  acquisition,  as  a  citizen,  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  settled  here  in  Venango 
county.  Industry  and  thrift  were  essentials 
of  his  code  of  life,  but  the}'  were  never  ad- 
hered to  in  the  narrow  spirit  which  allows 
material  interests  to  crowd  out  intellectual  de- 
velopment. Bom  Dec.  5,  1841,  in  Nantucket, 
Mass.,  he  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  Philip 
James,  a  native  of  England,  who  came  from 
Hingham,  that  country,  to  America  in  1638, 
with  wife  and  four  children  and  two  servants, 
William  Pitts  and  Edward  Mitchell,  settling 
at  Hingham,  Mass.  He  died  soon  afterward, 
and  his  widow,  Jane,  was  married  (second) 
in  February,  1640,  to  George  Russell.  Fran- 
cis James,  brother  of  Philip,  also  came  from 
Hingham,  England,  to  Hingham,  Mass.,  in 
1638,  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  two  serv- 
ants, Thomas  Sucklin  and  Richard  Baxter, 
became  a  proprietor  at  Hingham  and  was  ad- 
mitted a  freeman  May  10,  1643.  His  house 
was  burned  in  May,  1647,  and  he  died  Dec. 
27th  of  that  year.  He  owned  land  at  Coni- 
hasset.  His  widow  was  appointed  adminis- 
tratrix of  his  estate,  and  on  July  12,  1688,  she 
administered  on  the  estate  of  her  son  Philip. 

Francis  James,  son  of  Philip  and  Jane 
James,  was  probably  bom  in  England  and 
evidently  named  for  his  uncle.  He  became 
a  farmer  at  Hingham  Center,  and  died  at 
Hingham  Nov.  29,  1684,  intestate,  his  widow 
Elizabeth  administering  his  estate.  His  chil- 
dren were  bom  at  Hingham,  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  who  died  April  11,  1660;  Sarah, 
bom  Feb.  27,  1661-62:  Jane,  Nov.  6,  1664; 
Francis,  Jan.  25.  1666-67;  Thomas,  Dec.  7, 
1669;  Philip,  who  died  Feb.  15,  1687-88;  and 
Samuel,  who  was  born  April  6,  1676. 

The  next  in  the  line  from  Francis  James 
(H)  of  whom  we  have  account  is  Francis 
James  of  several  generations  later,  born  about 
1760.  According  to  the  vital  records  of  the 
town  of  Sherbum  (now  Nantucket),  on  the 
island  of  Nantucket,  he  was  married  Feb.  3, 
1783,  to  Elizabeth  Milton,  and  in  1790,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  Federal  census,  he  had 


two  sons  and  one  daughter  under  sixteen 
years  old.  This  census  shows  but  two  other 
James  families  on  Nantucket  in  1790,  Abigail, 
whose  family  consisted  of  three  females,  and 
Hart  James,  whose  family  consisted  of  four 
females.  The  former  was  the  widow  of  Rob- 
ert Alsop  James,  whom  she  married  at  Sher- 
burn  May  15,  1777.  It  is  likely  that  all  three 
families  were  closely  related. 

Edwin  James,  either  son  or  grandson  of 
Francis  and  Elizabeth   (Milton)   James,  was 
born  April   10,  1808,  on  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket, and  spent  all  his  life  there,  dying  Aug. 
14,  1868.     He  received  a  public  school  edu- 
cation and  learned  the  trade  of   ropemaker, 
becoming  known  as  a  skillful  and  industrious 
tradesman.      Politically   he   was   a   Whig  in 
early  life,  later  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his 
family  were  Methodists  in  religious  associa- 
tion.    He  was  the  father  of  seventeen  chil- 
dren  by  two  marriages,   his   first   union,  on 
Aug.  30,  1826,  being  to  Sarah  G.  Cash,  who 
was  born  Dec.  27,  1807,  and  died  Dec.  27,1833. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely: 
Edwin,   born   at    Nantucket   Aug.    30,    1827, 
died   in   infancy.     Edwin   C,   bom  at   Nan- 
tucket March  10,  1829,  died  in  1871,  was  a 
whaler  and  cooper  by  trade ;  he  married  Char- 
lotte R.  James,  a  cousin,  who  died  in  Nan- 
tucket, and  their  children  were  Nellie   (who 
lives  at  Nantucket,  unmarried)   and  Eveline 
(wife  of  John  Smith,  foreman  of  a  lumber 
company   at    Nantucket).     Roland   B.,   bom 
July  17.  1830,  died  in  infancy.     Phoebe 'Ann, 
born   May  5,   1832,  died  in  infancy.     Sarah 
G.,  bom  Dec.  11,  1833,  died  in  1834.    For  his 
second  wife  Eldwin  James  married,  at  Nan- 
tucket,  Sarah   G.   Sandbury,   who   was  born 
there  Sept.  13,  1815,  and  died  March  21,  1902. 
The    twelve    children    of    this    union    were: 
Walter  Bunker,  bom  Sept.  2,   1836,  died  at 
Nantucket  in  1905.     Alexander,  born  Aug.  5, 
1838,   died  April  6,    1912,  was  a   cooper  in 
Fairhaven,  Mass.;  his  wife,  Nellie  (Haskill), 
of   New   Bedford,  died  in    1900.     Lydia   C, 
born   June    22,    1840,    married    Benjamin    B. 
Long,  of  Nantucket,  a  painter  by  trade,  who 
died  there  in  1904 ;  she  still  resides  there  with 
her  two  children,  Carrie  J.   (bom  in   1866), 
and  Anna  T.  (bom  in  1869),  both  of  whom 
are  unmarried.   Henry  F.  is  mentioned  below. 
Obed  Sandbury,  born  Sept.   18,  1843.  settled 
at  Bradford,  Pa.,  and  was  a  prosperous  oil 
producer,  dying  Jan.  8,  191 5;  he  married  Eliz- 
abeth C.  Russell.     Isabelle  L.,  born  May  23, 
1845,  died  in  1908;  she  married  William  H. 
Gibbs,  of  Nantucket,  a  seaman  and  merchant, 
who  died  in  1904,  and  of  their  three  children 
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two  died  young,  Alice,  the  survivor,  born  in 
1862,  marrying  Charles  Marks,  of  Vineyard 
Haven,  Mass.,  now  a  fanner  on  Nantucket; 
their  children  are  Mary,  Harold  and  Horace. 
Sarah  E.,  born  April  11,  1847,  niarried  George 
Andrews,  of  Nantucket,  a  painter,  who  sur- 
vives her  and  now  lives  at  Chelsea,  Mass.; 
she  died  in  1892  leaving  two  children,  Charles 
Andrews  (bom  in  1874,  of  Boston,  who  is 
married  and  has  a  family)  and  Dwight  An- 
drews (bom  in  1876,  also  a  resident  of  Bos- 
ton). Andrew  C,  born  Nov.  i,  1849,  died 
Dec.  6.  1852.  Ferdinand,  born  Oct.  12,  1851, 
died  Dec.  19,  1852.,  Qarence  A.,  bom  Nov. 
28,  1853,  died  June  17,  1865.  Horace  A., 
born  Feb.  6,  1856,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  at 
Plainville,  Conn.,  where  he  is  in  the  dry  goods 
business.  Carrie  H.,  bom  May  28,  1857,  ^^^d 
Feb.  26,  1865. 

Mrs.  Sarah  G.  (Sandbury)  James  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Sandbury,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  bom  July  2,  1782,  who  came  to  Nan- 
tucket and  made  a  permanent  home  there,  dy- 
ing at  that  place  in  i860.  In  early  youth  he 
began  to  follow  the  water  as  cabin  boy  with 
Captain  West,  and  he  continued  to  be  a  mari- 
ner and  whaler  throughout  his  active  years. 
On  Oct.  18,  1808,  he  married  Anne  Qeveland, 
who  was  born  at  Nantucket  Feb.  7,  1789,  and 
died  there  about  1850. 

Henry  F.  James,  son  of  Edwin  and  Sarah 
G.  (Sandbury)  James,  was  born  Dec.  3,  1841, 
at  Nantucket,  Mass.,  and  grew  up  there,  at- 
tending school  up  to  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  was  employed 
in  fishing,  from  the  shores  to  the  island,  and 
when  fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  leam 
the  trade  of  cooper  with  David  Folger,  Esq., 
with  whom  he  remained  two  and  a  half  years. 
But  a  seafaring  life  had  more  attraction  for 
him,  and  he  became  engaged  in  whaling,  which 
he  followed  until  he  became  interested  in  the 
mineral  oils  of  western  Pennsylvania  and 
found  his  way  to  fortune.  He  went  around 
the  world  three  or  four  times.  He  first  came 
to  Venango  county,  Pa.,  in  1861,  and  spent  a 
year  working  in  the  oil  fields  on  Oil  creek, 
after  which  he  made  another  three  years'  voy- 
age, his  last  cruise,  before  retuming  to  this 
section  in  Febmary,  .1865.  At  that  time  he 
located  at  Pithole,  becoming  superintendent 
for  A.  R.  Williams,  and  in  1871  he  came  to 
Franklin  to  take  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  first  pipe  line,  the  Franklin  Pipe 
Line  in  Sugarcreek  township,  continuing  in 
that  capacity  for  a  little  over  six  years.  In 
the  latter  part  of  this  period,  about  1875,  he 
became  interested  in  oil  operations  on  his  own 


account,  buying  a  valuable  lease  which  covered 
the  oil  rights  on  about  140  acres  of  the  Mc- 
Calmont  farm,  lying  on  a  hill  one  mile  north 
of  Franklin,  in  Sugarcreek  township.  There 
were  only  four  wells  in  operation  on  this 
property  when  it  came  into  his  hands,  so  that 
practically  all  the  work  of  development  on  the 
place  was  prosecuted  under  his  management. 
By  February,  1878,  he  had  increased  the  pro- 
duction to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  obliged 
to  resign  the  superintendency,  his  brother 
Horace  taking  his  place,  and  a  year  later  he 
had  twenty-two  producing  wells  with  a  total 
yield  of  five  hundred  barrels  per  month,  with 
the  price  at  four  dollars  and  a  quarter  a  bar- 
rel. Mr.  James'  native  intelligence  and  broad 
grasp  of  business  principles  brought  him  to 
the  front  among  progressive  operators,  and 
he  was  quick  to  see  the  advantages  of  consol- 
idating the  various  departments  of  his  work, 
connecting  all  his  pumps  with  one  engine  and 
in  other  ways  availing  himself  of  up-to-date 
ideas  for  facilitating  business  and  getting  the 
full  worth  of  his  equipment.  Several  impor- 
tant innovations  were  the  substantial  results 
of  the  exercise  of  his  ingenuity,  and  he  took 
out  patents  for  drilling  and  pumping  devices 
of  his  own  invention,  soon  ranking  with  the 
leading  operators  of  the  region.  By  1890  he 
had  developed  sixty  wells  in  all  and  had  thirty 
flowing,  and  the  yield  was  so  high  that  at  one 
time  he  was  getting  nine  hundred  barrels 
monthly  out  of  about  twenty  wells.  He  con- 
tinued prosf>ecting  and  drilling  until  he  had 
thirty-six  active  wells,  though  the  yield  de- 
creased in  volume,  amounting  to  but  one  hun- 
dred barrels  a  month.  Though  interested  in 
many  fields  Mr.  James  had  his  oil  interests 
centered  in  this  lease,  and  he  was  active  in 
business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Franklin  Nov.  7,  191 1.  He  made  his  home 
on  the  McCalmont  tract  from  the  time  he  be- 
came interested  in  its  exploitation,  later,  in 
1878,  building  the  James  home  at  Rocky 
Grove,  on  the  McCalmont  tract,  in  the  north- 
em  part  of  the  town,  now  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Bacon.  Rocky  Grove  always  counted  him 
among  her  most  valuable  and  public-spirited 
citizens.  From  early  life  he  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  education,  agriculture  and  politics, 
and  was  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  all  pro- 
gressive measures  and  a  moving  spirit  in  the 
inception  of  various  projects  for  advancing 
social  conditions  in  his  community.  Always 
solicitous  of  those  around  him,  and  diligent 
in  helping  toward  the  betterment  of  all  classes, 
he  was  especially  mindful  of  the  young  and 
particularly  enthusiastic  in  securing  the  best 
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possible  school  facilities  for  his  district,  be- 
ing one  of  a  small  group  at  Rocky  Grove  who 
were  ever  willing  to  sacrifice  time  and  money 
in  that  cause.  He  served  several  years  on  the 
Sugarcreek  school  board,  was  its  secretary, 
and  spent  the  closing  hours  of  his  life  with 
one  of  his  fellow  directors,  Mr.  C.  D.  Phipps, 
in  school  visiting,  the  last  svunmons  coming 
suddenly.  Mr.  Phipps  writes  thus  of  his  old 
friend  and  associate: 

Henry  F.  James  was  a  gentleman  of  the 
old  school.  Like  Homer,  he  lived  by  the  side 
of  the  road  and  was  a  friend  of  man,  hos- 
pitable at  home  and  abroad.  While  his  con- 
duct in  public  and  private  life  was  above  re- 
proach, he  showed  at  his  best  at  his  own  fire- 
side. To  him  his  happy  home,  brightened  by 
a  devoted  wife,  filial  daughters  and  dutiful 
sons,  was  the  dearest  and  sweetest  spot  on 
earth,  and  he  believed  that  every  man's  home 
should  be  his  palace.  He  served  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania legislature  with  honor  to  himself  and 
his  constituents,  and  though  always  a  Repub- 
lican in  principle  was  ever  a  hearty  supporter 
of  what  was  best,  nothing  being  potent  enough 
to  swer\'e  him  from  his  duty  to  the  right  or 
from  his  friends.  No  one  ever  stayed  with 
his  friends  and  dealt  justly  better  than  he. 
His  ability  as  a  peacemaker  was  well  exem- 
plified in  his  services  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
all  who  came  to  him  going  home  friends,  and 
none  going  away  without  kind  words  and  ad- 
vice. -Adhering  to  no  church,  he  gave  liber- 
ally to  all.  He  never  used  tobacco  or  spirit- 
uous liquors,  and  was  a  strong  advocate  of 
Prohibition. 

On  Jan.  7,  1866,  Mr.  James  married  Susan 
M.  Hunter,  of  Nantucket,  Mass.,  who  sur- 
vives him  and  makes  her  home  in  Franklin, 
moving  there  from  Rocky  Grove  after  his 
death.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  mar- 
riage: Bertha,  bom  in  1867,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Hollister,  of  Franklin  (an  old  pro- 
ducer and  grocer),  and  has  one  child,  Henry 
James,  bom  June  4,  1900;  Frank  A.  was  born 
May  13,  1871. 

Frank  A.  James  is  a  native  of  Nantucket, 
Mass.,  but  has  passed  his  life  in  Venango 
county.  He  grew  up  on  the  McCalmont  place 
already  mentioned,  and  was  given  excellent 
educational  advantages,  but  before  leaving 
school  he  was  also  learning  the  details  of  the 
oil  business  under  the  able  instruction  of  his 
father,  whom  he  assisted  from  an  early  age. 
He  helped  to  sink  nearly  all  the  wells  on  his 
father's  lease,  and  acquired  an  expert  knowl- 
edge of  drilling,  which  he  followed  almost  ex- 
clusively for  ten  years  on  his  own  account. 


as  a  contractor,  becoming  familiar  with  every 
phase  of  exploitation  work  as  practiced  in  this 
region,  where  he  has  been  closely  associated 
with  tiie  business  throughout  his  life.  The 
lease  on  the  McCalmont  place  was  sold  three 
years  ago  to  Harry  Grant,  but  Mr.  James  re- 
tains other  interests  in  the  locality  as  a  pro- 
ducer, and  he  has  also  made  oil  investments 
in  the  fields  of  other  States,  including  West 
Virginia  and  Ohio;  his  operations  in  Penn- 
sylvania counties  away  from  the  home  terri- 
tory have  been  mainly  as  a  drilling  contractor, 
but  they  have  been  highly  important  in  the  op- 
portunities aflforded  for  enlarging  his  experi- 
ence. In  fact,  his  success  as  a  producer  has 
been  largely  due  to  his  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  oil  lands  gained  while  drilling. 

The  family  home  on  the  McCalmont  place 
in  the  nortii  end  of  Rocky  Grove  adjoined  the 
present  home  of  Frank  A.  James,  who  built 
an  attractive  residence  near  by,  which  he  and 
his  wife  still  occupy.  When  twenty-four 
years  old  Mr.  James  married  Lois  Homan, 
of  Cooperstown,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  (Felton)  Homan,  farming  people,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  have  no  children.  His  chief  recreation 
from  business  is  hunting,  for  which  he  takes 
a  couple  of  weeks'  vacation  every  year. 

HENRY  SUHR,  late  of  Oil  City,  was  one 
of  a  group  of  successful  men  whose 
remunerative  activities  in  the  local  oil  fields, 
covering  a  long  period,  not  only  had  the  tan- 
gible result  of  establishing  their  own  fortunes 
but  also  attracted  other  brains  and  capital  of 
great  value  to  this  region.  A  man  of  sub- 
stantial qualities  and  keen  business  instincts, 
though  modest  and  unassuming  he  made  his 
way  from  small  beginnings  to  high  financial 
standing  and  a  foremost  place  as  a  citizen. 
Throughout  his  long  and  honorable  career  he 
retained  the  habits  of  methodical  industry  and 
careful  attention  to  detail  which  made  his  early 
ventures  thrive.  His  talent  for  handlinp^  large 
affairs  seemed  to  develop  naturally  with  the 
requirements  of  his  expanding  interests,  for 
he  always  proved  equal  to  their  demands,  never 
hesitating  to  assume  new  labors  whatever  the 
burden  he  already  carried.  He  was  well  fitted 
for  responsibilities  of  all  kinds,  however,  and 
never  avoided  them,  and  his  associates  showed 
unqualified  confidence  in  his  aims  and  actions. 
The  record  of  his  business  life  constitutes  a 
definite  part  of  the  commercial  and  industrial 
history  of  Oil  City.  But  it  was  not  his  material 
wealth  that  made  a  place  for  him  among  the 
most   esteemed   residents   of   that  city.     His 
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sterling  personal  traits  and  companionable 
nature  won  him  friends  wherever  he  was 
known,  and  his  pleasant,  genial  manners  had 
an  unmistakable  note  of  sincerity  and  genuine 
fellowship  which  justified  his  popularity  to  all 
who  came  within  its  influence. 

Mr.  Suhr  was  of  German  birth  and  ancestry. 
He  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1844.  in  Hardegsen, 
Germany,  the  eldest  of  the  three  sons  of 
Christian  and  Henrietta  (Frohne)  Suhr.  The 
second  son,  Louis,  was  engaged  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness at  Bradford,  Pa.,  and  died  in  191 7  in  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  Charles,  the  youngest,  died 
many  years  ago.  Henry  Suhr  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  land,  but  when  he 
reached  manhood  he  saw  possibilities  in 
America  which  his  own  country  did  not  offer, 
and  hither  he  came  in  July,  1868,  locating  first 
in  New  York  City.  His  parents  followed  him  to 
the  United  States  in  May,  1877,  but  returned 
to  Germany  after  about  six  years'  stay.  He 
had  learned  the  trade  of  locksmith,  at  which 
he  found  work  in  New  York  City  and  later  in 
Buflfalo,  N.  Y.,  and  before  coming  to  Venango 
county  he  was  also  in  Pittsburgh  for  a  time, 
being  engaged  in  a  machine  shop  there  for  six 
months.  Meantime  the  development  of  the  oil 
industry  in  this  section  had  attracted  his  atten- 
tion, and  in  1869  he  came  to  the  Oil  Creek 
region  to  test  its  merits  for  himself.  During 
the  next  six  years  he  was  employed  by  different 
oil  concerns,  in  various  capacities,  and  by  that 
time  had  acquired  sufficient  familiarity  with 
the  oil  business  to  make  him  anxious  to  operate 
on  his  own  account.  He  began  the  business  in 
1875,  establishing  himself  in  Oil  City,  where 
he  made  his  permanent  home,  and  his  success 
as  a  producer  was  immediate  and  notable.  In 
1886  he  became  identified  with  another  branch 
of  the  business,  joining  Louis  Walz  and 
Samuel  Justus  in  the  organization  of  the  Penn 
Refining  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Suhr  was  the 
executive  head  for  many  years,  filling  the  office 
of  president  until  its  absorption  by  the  Penn 
American  Refining  Company  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  afterward.  The  business 
of  the  latter  company  grew  to  such  lai^e  pro- 
portions, largely  as  the  outcome  of  Mr.  Suhr's 
eflforts,  that  they  are  now  refining  nearly  one 
million  barrels  of  oil  annually.  Several  years 
after  becoming  interested  in  the  Penn  Refinery 
Mr.  Suhr  joined  other  local  oil  men  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  plant  of  the  Valley  Oil  Company 
at  Rouseville,  this  county,  and  organized  the 
Germania  Refining  Company,  which  eventually, 
in  T914,  became  consolidated  with  the  Penn 
Refining^  Company  under  the  name  of  the  Ger- 
mania Refining  Company    (later  changed   to 


Penn  American  Refining  Company),  of  Oil 
City.  It  was  about  this  time  that  Mr.  Suhr 
gave  up  active  connection  with  the  refining 
business.  He  had  acquired  other  important 
interests  in  the  course  of  his  busy  life,  and 
though  he  was  not  prudent  to  the  extent  of 
being  over-cautious  he  exercised  such  certain 
judgment  in  the  choice  of  investments  that  his 
decision  on  the  worth  of  a  financial  under- 
taking was  practically  authoritative.  He  was 
one  of  the  oldest  stockholders  of  the  Oil 
City  Trust  Company,  one  of  the  leading 
banking  institutions  of  northwestern  Penn- 
sylvania, and  served  many  years  on  its 
board  of  directors.  He  was  interested  in 
the  Pure  Oil  Company,  the  Penn  Oil  &  Supply 
Company  of  Oil  City,  the  Consolidated  Win- 
dow Glass  Company,  a  Bradford  (Pa.)  con- 
cern with  plants  at  Mount  Jewett  and  Hazel 
Hurst,  Pa.,  and  The  British  American  Oil 
Company,  of  Toronto,  Canada.  During  the 
last  few  years  of  his  life,  owing  to  ill  health, 
Mr.  Suhr  had  not  taken  as  active  a  part  as 
usual  in  the  conduct  of  these  companies,  but 
he  maintained  his  association  with  them  to  the 
end  and  looked  after  the  management  of  his 
interests.  Two  years  before  his  death  he  tried 
a  sojourn  at  Nauheim.  Germany,  for  relief, 
and  latterly  he  spent  the  winters  in  the  South, 
his  death  occurring  at  St.  Petersburg.  Fla., 
Dec.  2,  1914.  from  heart  failure  after  a  severe 
attack  of  asthma.  Mr.  Suhr  left  many  friends 
to  mourn  him  outside  of  domestic  and  business 
circles.  For  over  thirty  years  he  had  been  a 
vestryman  of  Good  Hope  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  charter  member,  and  he  was 
ever  zealous  in  behalf  of  its  interests,  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  building  committee  which 
had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  present 
church,  completed  in  1903. 

In  1875  Mr.  Suhr  married,  at  Oil  City. 
Louise  Schorman.  who  like  himself  was  bom 
in  Germany,  coming  to  America  when  eighteen 
years  old.  Her  father.  Christian  Schorman, 
also  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  this  country 
in  later  life,  living  retired  at  Oil  City  until 
his  death,  in  1914,  when  eighty-six  years  old. 
He  had  been  a  blacksmith  during  his  active 
years.  Mr.  Schorman  was  twice  married, 
Mrs.  Suhr  being  the  eldest  of  the  four  chil- 
dren born  to  his  first  union ;  Lewis  is  a  resident 
of  Oil  City:  Karl  died  in  Australia;  Adolph 
is  a  resident  of  Bradford,  Pa.  By  the  second 
union  there  were  three  children,  namely :  Mrs. 
John  Baumbach,  of  Oil  City:  Gustave.  also  of 
Oil  City:  and  William  A.'  P..  a  resident  of 
Toronto,  Canada. 

Four  children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Suhr:  Charles  L. ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James 
Cuyler  Black,  of  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Lena,  the  wife 
of  Ernest  A.  Burch,  of  Oil  City;  and  Henry 
W.,  who  died  in  October,  1918,  at  Saltville, 
\'a.,  of  influenza  and  pneumonia,  while  serv- 
ing in  the  United  States  Army.  Mrs.  Suhr 
resides  at  No.  205  West  Third  street,  Oil  City. 

Charles  L.  Suhr,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Henry  Suhr,  is  proving  eminently  worthy  of 
the  name  and  traditions  which  are  his  to  up- 
hold. Born  March  30,  1877,  in  Oil  City,  he  was 
reared  there,  obtaining  his  preparatory  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  and  subsequently 
pursuing  advanced  studies  at  Philadelphia.  On 
his  return  to  Oil  City  he  learned  the  refining 
business,  becoming  superintendent  of  the  Penn 
American  Refining  Company,  of  which  he  is 
now  president  and  treasurer,  his  official  asso- 
ciates being  D.  J.  Cavanaugh,  secretary,  and 
L.  D.  Fulton,  general  superintendent.  The 
plant  is  one  of  the  largest  refineries  in  this 
section,  and  Mr.  Suhr  has  shown  himself  quite 
fortunate  as  the  heir  of  many  of  his  father's 
business  qualities  as  well  as  his  responsibilities. 
Most  of  his  business  interests  are  in  allied  in- 
dustries. He  is  vice  president  of  The  British 
American  Oil  Company  of  Toronto,  Canada, 
and  president  of  the  Oil  City  Oil  &  Grease 
Company,  which  he  assisted  in  founding.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Oil  City  Trust  Company. 
Mr.  Suhr  holds  practical  ideas  on  the  value  of 
wholesome  social  institutions  and  their  eflfect 
on  citizenship  and  proper  standards  of  life  in 
all  its  associations,  and  he  has  been  a  hearty 
supporter  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  in  his  city, 
serving  as  a  director  of  the  association. 
Though  he  has  no  particular  taste  for  public 
duties  he  served  a  term  in  the  city  council  at 
a  time  when  he  felt  that  he  could  do  some  good 
in  that  position,  and  there  are  other  services  to 
his  credit  which  make  it  unnecessary  to  defend 
his  title  to  public  spirit  or  good  will  in  his 
relations  to  his  fellow  men.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  Mason,  affiliated  with  Petrolia  Lodge  No. 
363.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Oil  City  Chapter  No.  236, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot  Commandery  No.  43,  K.  T.  ; 
\'enango  Lodge  of  Perfection;  and  Lu  Lu 
Temple.  A.  A.  O.  X.  M.  S.,  of  Philadelphia. 
He  is  a  vestryman  in  the  Good  Hope  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  of  Oil  City. 

Mr.  Suhr  was  married  to  Kate  Wilkins, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Wilkins.  well  known  as 
the  veteran  train  dispatcher  of  Rouseville,  Pa. 
They  have  two  children,  Henry  and  Charles. 

DANIEL  T.  NICKLIN  (deceased),  of 
French  Creek  township,  was  one  of  the  most 


valued  men  of  his  generation  in  that  section, 
where  his  memory  is  perpetuated  in  the  names 
of  such  local  institutions  as  the  Nicklin  M.  E. 
Church  and  cemetery,  and  Nicklin  Hill,  where 
he  made  his  home.  He  occupied  the  farm 
there  now  owned  and  operated  by  his  son 
Harry  C.  Nicklin. 

Mr.  Nicklin  was  of  English  birth  and  an- 
cestry, his  grandfather,  William  Nicklin,  hav- 
ing been  bom  in  England  in  October,  1796, 
and  his  wife  Frances  (Moore)  on  Dec.  16, 
1796.  They  were  married  May  16,  181 7,  and 
lived  in  that  country  until  after  most  of  their 
large  family  were  born,  coming  to  America  in 
1833  ^"d  settling  on  a  farm  near  Sandy  Lake, 
in  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  near  the  Venango 
county  line,  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  their 
grandson  John  Nicklin,  his  father  Charles  S. 
Nicklin  having  inherited  it.  There  William 
Nicklin  died  Nov.  11,  1868,  his  widow  Sept. 
16,  1881.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  namely:  Mar}%  bom  in  1818,  mar- 
ried Henry  Clulow  and  lived  in  French  Creek 
township;  Frances,  born  in  1819,  married  H. 
B.  Rice,  of  Greenville,  Pa.;  George  D.,  bom 
June  15,  1820,  was  a  merchant  at  Salina 
(where  he  died),  as  well  as  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  oil  producer  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship; Joseph,  born  in  1822,  is  deceased;  Eliza 
A.,  bom  in  1824,  married  Samuel  Jackson 
and  remained  in  England,. dying  Dec.  5,  1883; 
William,  born  in  1825,  was  a  resident  of  Mer- 
cer county;  Daniel  T.  is  mentioned  below; 
Thomas  E.,  bom  in  1830,  is  deceased ;  Simon 
J.,  bom  in  1833,  was  a  business  man  in  Frank- 
lin, where  his  son  John  is  now  similarly  en- 
gaged :  Ellen  J.,  born  in  1835,  is  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Amitt,  of  Franklin ;  Charles  S.,  bom 
in  1837,  lived  at  the  old  homestead  in  Mercer 
county.  The  parents  are  buried  in  the  Cath- 
olic graveyard  north  of  Mercer,  both  having 
been  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Of  this  family, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter  came  to  Venango 
county:  George  D„  Daniel  T.,  Simon  J.  and 
Mrs.  Arnitt,  now  the  only  survivor  of  her 
generation. 

Daniel  T.  Nicklin  was  bom  July  11,  1828, 
at  Newcastle  under  Lyme,  in  Staffordshire, 
England,  and  was  reared  in  Mercer  county, 
Pa.,  being  only  a  child  of  five  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  country. 
Though  practically  self  educated,  he  was  a 
man  of  unusual  acquirements  for  his  time, 
and  during  his  early  manhood  taught  school, 
both  before  and  after  his  marriage,  his  wife 
having  been  one  of  his  pupils.  Before  settling 
down  permanently  he  had  also  been  employed 
in  a  brickyard  at  Pittsburgh,  and  at  cutting 
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cordwood  on  the  Mississippi  river.  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  he  bought  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  present  Nicklin  farm  in  French 
Creek  township,  located  at  Nicklin  Hill  two 
and  a  half  miles  "west  of  Franklin,  and  there 
he  lived  and  worked  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
makmg  a  fine  property  of  it.  Mr.  Nicklin  was 
thrifty  and  diligent  in  his  material  affairs, 
which  prospered  steadily  under  his  careful 
direction,  but  he  also  kept  his  mind  on  the 
higher  things  of  life,  doing  his  share  toward 
securing  the  proper  administration  of  local 
public  concerns  and  taking  part  in  the  church 
and  social  activities  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
served  his  township  officially  as  member  of 
the  school  board  and  as  constable,  tax  collec- 
tor and  assessor  when  those  three  offices  were 
combined,  discharging  his  duties  intelligently 
and  with  true  public  spirit.  His  political  alle- 
giance was  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 
He  was  always  well  read,  and  enjoyed  hold- 
ing discussions  with  his  friends  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  his  mind  remaining  clear  until  the 
last.  Though  reared  a  Catholic  he  became 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  M.  E.  de- 
nomination in  his  vicinity,  donating  the  land 
for  the  Nicklin  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  cemetery,  the  present  organization  estab- 
lished in  1869,  when  he  and  his  wife  became 
original  members.  She  had  been  reared  in 
the  M.  E.  church.  .  Previous  to  its  formation 
as  a  church  it  was  known  as  the  Nicklin  class, 
which  was  in  existence  from  1842  and  served 
by  the  preachers  from  Franklin  until  1857, 
being  in  the  bounds  of  the  Hendersonville  cir- 
cuit. In  June,  1870,  when  the  trustees  were 
elected  at  the  Third  Quarterly  Conference, 
Mr.  Nicklin  served  as  secretary,  and  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the  lay  Electoral  Conference  held 
in  1 87 1  at  Meadville,  which  sent  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference  that  met  in  May,  1872, 
admitting  laymen.  He  did  the  church  a 
worthy  ser\'ice  in  compiling  its  early  history, 
getting  the  records  and  reliable  incidental  in- 
formation into  excellent  shape  for  an  anri- 
versary  address  at  the  reunion  held  June  21 
and  22,  1902,  in  Seaton's  Grove,  and  put  into 
permanent  form  at  that  time.  He  was  ever  a 
mainstay  of  the  congregation,  kept  open  house 
for  ministers  and  elders,  and  never  allowed 
his  enthusiasm  to  lag  under  any  circumstances. 
He  was  a  great  lover  of  music,  and  always  led 
the  singing  when  he  was  able  to  go  to  church. 
On  March  13,  185 1,  Mr.  Nicklin  married 
Eleanor  Bunnell,  of  Sandycreek  township, 
near  Polk,  who  was  bom  Sept.  26,  1832, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Nellie  (Cannon)  Bun- 
nell and  granddaughter  of  James  Cannon,  of 


Ireland.  Mr.  Bunnell  died  in  1883.  Mr. 
Nicklin  died  Feb.  21,  1907,  his  wife  Nov.  14, 
1909,  and  they  are  buried  in  the  Nicklin  cem- 
etery. They  had  the  following  family:  Isaac 
Bunnell,  bom  Dec.  23,  1851,  was  engaged  as 
a  carpenter  while  in  Venango  county,  and  for 
the  last  twenty-six  years  has  been  living  at 
Pomona,  Cal. ;  Mary  Ann,  bom  Oct.  18,  1853, 
is  the  widow  of  H.  A.  Blair  and  lives  at  North 
Clarendon,  Warren  Co.,  Pa. ;  Flora,  bom  Sept. 
24,  1855,  ^s  the  widow  of  J.  H.  Gildersleeve, 
of  Lafayette,  Ind. ;  Eliza  Jane,  bom  Sept.  27, 
1857,  is  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Grace,  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.;  Charles  Henry  Dale,  bom 
July  8,  1861,  a  carpenter,  lives  at  Bleakley 
Hill,  Franklin;  Lizzie  C,  born  Oct.  16,  1863, 
lives  on  the  home  farm  with  her  brother; 
Leah  A.,  born  May  2,  1867,  is  the  wife  of 
John  Wilson,  of  Wingate,  Ind. ;  Thomas  A., 
ix)rn  Aug.  2,  1870,  an  employe  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company,  resides  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  Venango  county;  Harry  C.  is  the 
next  in  the  family;  John  D.,  born  Sept.  17, 
1875,  a  carpenter,  is  located  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  all  of  the 
ten  children  are  living,  the  youngest  now  for- 
ty-three years  old. 

Harry  C.  Nicklin  was  bom  Dec.  17,  1872, 
at  the  farm  in  French  Creek  township  where 
he  still  continues  to  reside.  He  obtained  a 
thorough  training  in  the  common  English 
branches  in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality, 
and  always  helped  with  the  operation  of  the 
home  place,  of  which  he  acquired  sole  owner- 
ship at  his  parents*  death,  buying  out  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  his  enterprise  entitles 
him  to  a  place  among  the  progressive  agri- 
culturists of  his  neighborhood.  His  interest 
in  public  affairs  has  led  him  to  service  on  the 
election  board,  and  politically  he  has  been  ac- 
tive in  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  a  worker 
in  the  Nicklin  M.  E.  Church  with  which  the 
family  has  been  so  long  associated.  Mr. 
Nicklin  has  never  married. 

WILLIAM  FANQHER  WHITMAN,  of 
Chapmanville  (or  Plum),  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  country  merchants  of  Venan- 
go county,  doing  business  at  an  historic  old 
trading  point  popular  as  such  for  over  a  cen- 
tury. Being  on  the  main  road  from  Frank- 
lin to  Erie,  over  which  supplies  were  hauled 
for  use  in  the  construction  and  outfitting  of 
Perry's  fleet  on  Lake  Erie,  it  was  well  known 
as  far  back  as  the  war  of  1812. 

Mr.  Whitman  was  bom  Jan.  21,  1855,  in 
Mercer  county.  Pa.,  son  of  Jacob  and  Jane 
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(Fancher)  Whitman.  Being  only  a  boy  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  which  occurred 
near  Utica,  Venango  county,  he  wa's  thereafter 
reared  by  his  maternal  grandfather,  Capt. 
William  Fancher,  who  had  come  to  this  region 
from  New  York  State  when  the  canal  was 
built,  to  take  charge  of  the  lock  at  Utica.  As 
the  canal  was  abandoned  soon  afterward  he 
had  to  seek  other  occupation,  and  he  turned 
to  his  trade,  shoemaking,  which  he  continued 
to  follow  throughout  his  active  years  at  Utica, 
dying  there  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three.  William  F.  Whitman  was  allowed  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages, .  being  sent  to 
the  academy,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  he 
b^^an  to  teach,  following  the  profession  for 
four  years  and  meantime  taking  a  course  in 
a  business  college  at  York,  Pa.  In  1879  he 
began  the  mercantile  business,  which  has  been 
his  chief  interest  ever  since,  starting  as  clerk 
in  the  store  of  Crane  &  Company,  at  Utica, 
where  he  gained  the  preliminary  experience 
necessary  to  success  in  an  independent  ven- 
ture. In  1 881,  in  company  with  George  Win- 
chester, he  bought  the  business  at  Chapman- 
ville,  in  Plum  township,  which  he  still  carries 
on.  They  purchased  it  from  Ira  Crowther, 
who  erected  the  present  building  in  1879  to 
replace  the  former  one  destroyed  by  fire. 
Though  the  young  men  had  to  borrow  a  thou- 
sand dollars  when  they  took  the  store  over, 
they  were  so  successful  from  the  beginning 
that  within  five  years  Mr.  Whitman  was  in 
position  to  buy  his  partner's  share,  becoming 
sole  owner  in  the  year  1886,  and  within  a  few 
years  after  that  he  was  also  able  to  buy  out 
the  only  rival  concern  in  the  town,  operated 
by  S.  S.  Gould.  Since  1902  Mr.  Whitman  has 
had  his  son  Harry  as  partner,  under  the  firm 
name  of  W.  F.  Whitman  &  Son.  The  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  alon^  up-to-date  lines, 
with  the  idea  of  accommodating  patrons  fore- 
most in  its  policy.  The  large  general  stock 
carried  is  much  more  complete  and  carefully 
selected  than  the  average  country  store  aflFords, 
including  a  good  line  of  hardware  and  agri- 
cultural implements,  but  the  generous  patron- 
age of  the  local  population  has  enabled  the 
firm  to  invest  in  better  goods  and  more  of 
them.  They  have  endeavored  to  give  all  cus- 
tomers prompt  service  and  painstaking  atten- 
tion, a  fact  which  has  been  recognized  and 
appreciated  thoroughly,  counting  as  much  for 
their  success  as  the  dependable  merchandise 
for  which  they  have  long  been  noted.  The 
popularity  of  this  establishment  has,  in  fact, 
a  very  substantial  basis.  For  a  number  of 
years  there  was  a  postoffice  at  Chapmanville, 


known  as  Plum,  but  the  service  has  for  some 
time  been  rural  free  delivery  from  Dia- 
mond. 

Mr.  Whitman  is  equally  well  known  by 
reason  of  his  public  services,  which  have  ex- 
tended over  a  number  of  years.  After  serv- 
ing as  clerk  in  the  lower  house  of  the  State 
legislature  during  the  sessions  of  1903,  1905 
and  1906  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  dis- 
trict in  that  body  in  1906,  servmg  in  1907.  In 
1908  he  was  defeated  by  the  close  margin  of 
one  vote,  the  contest  being  sharp  on  account 
of  the  Prohibition  issue,  then  uppermost. 
Though  he  was  the  regular  Republican  nom- 
inee Mr.  Whitman  was  known  to  hold  de- 
cided views  on  this  subject,  being  opposed 
to  the  general  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  and 
favorable  to  local  option,  and  public  opinion 
was  with  hirti  to  such  an  extent  that  in  1910 
he  was  easily  elected,  as  also  two  years  later. 
In  each  session  that  he  served  he  had  the 
honor  of  a  place  upon  the  Appropriations 
committee. 

In  1879  Mr,  Whitman  married  Anna  Gil- 
more,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Jane  Gilmore  of 
Utica,  and  they  have  had  the  following  fam- 
ily :  Harry,  who  has  been  associated  with  his 
father  from  boyhood  and  has  been  a  partner 
in  the  business  since  twenty-two  years  old; 
Alice,  wife  of  Ray  Smith,  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio;  Nellie,  wife  of  H.  F.  Brown,  of 
Youngstown,  chief  timekeeper  in  a  steel  plant; 
Charles,  who  was  employed  in  his  father's 
store  until  twenty-three  years  old  and  then 
established  himself  in  the  grocery  business  at 
Youngstown,  Ohio;  and  Florence,  living  at 
home.  The  family  are  associated  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Whitman 
is  an  Odd  Fellow,  affiliating  with  the  lodge 
at  Bradleytown,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first 
officers  of  Plum  Tent,  No.  52,  K.  O.  T.  M., 
of  Chapmanville. 

WAYNE  C.  HASTINGS,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Canal  township,  is  well  known  all 
over  Venango  county  as  an  official  and  in 
political  circles.  He  bears  a  name  which  has 
been  honored  in  this  section  for  a  hundred 
years  for  substantial  worth  and  good  citizen- 
ship, and  in  his  own  life  has  exemplified  the 
qualities  associated  with  it  during  this  long 
period,  in  business  as  well  as  public  activities. 
He  was  born  Aug.  24,  1873,  on  his  farm  two 
miles  north  of  Utica,  son  of  William  Wilson 
Hastings  and  grandson  of  John  Hastings,  the 
latter  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  this 
State. 

John  Hastings,  the  grandfather,  was  bom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


622 


VEXANGO  COUNTY,  PEXXSYLVANIA 


April  7,  1797,  and  was  a  year  old  when 
brought  from  Lancaster  to  Venango  county 
by  his  maternal  'grandmother,  Mrs.  Sutley, 
who  came  here  with  two  sons.  One  of  them, 
Henry  Sutley,  secured  four  hundred  acres 
direct  from  the  State  (the  patent  for  which 
was  issued  to  John  Hastings)  and  settled 
there  in  1799,  improving  part  of  it.  It  was 
situated  on  Warden  run.  Each  of  the  Sut- 
ley brothers  obtained  one  hundred  acres  of 
this  tract,  but  their  shares  were  sold,  one 
dying  on  his  part  of  the  land  and  the  other 
settling  in  Oakland  township,  this  county. 
When  John  Hastings  grew  up  he  received  his 
grandmother's  share  of  two  hundred  acres,  in 
two  tracts,  one  now  occupied  by  O.  C.  Sig- 
worth  and  the  other  by  his  grandson  Wayne 
C.  Hastings.  For  twelve  years  John  Hastings 
lived  near  Franklin,  where  he  owned  what 
was  then  known  as  the  Cochran  flats,  now 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  yards,  returning 
thence  to  the  farm,  where  all  his  life  was 
spent  with  this  exception.  The  land  which 
he  owned  near  Franklin  proved  to  be  a  val- 
uable oil  field,  the  man  he  sold  it  to  becom- 
ing rich  thereby.  The  farm  was  steadily  im- 
proved under  his  care.  One  of  his  earliest 
enterprises  was  the  building  of  a  dam  on  War- 
den run,  where  he  erected  a  gristmill,  and 
though  he  leased  the  mill  for  others  to  op- 
erate he  continued  to  own  it  until  it  was  dis- 
continued, a  few  years  before  his  death.  The 
mill  stood  on  the  tract  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Sigworth,  and  John  Hastings  had  his  home 
near  the  mill  site.  He  was  an  enterprising 
man,  quite  successful  as  a  trader,  owned  land 
in  New  York,  and  was  considered  a  wealthy 
man  for  his  day. 

On  Jan.  4,  1821,  Mr.  Hastings  married 
Hannah  Smith,  daughter  of  Isaac  Smith,  of 
Bully  Hill,  in  Sandy  Creek  township.  Ye- 
nango  county,  and  she  preceded  him  to  the 
grave,  passing  away  April  14,  1868,  while 
his  death  occurred  Sept.  i,-  1872.  He  was  a 
Whig  and  Republican  in  turn,  and  interested 
in  the  politics  of  his  time.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  eleven  children:  Mary;  Hannah; 
Harriet,  Mrs.  James  McCracken,  who  lived  on 
part  of  the  farm;  Adeline,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Wood,  who  lived  on  a  nearby  farm ;  Barbara, 
who  died  when  a  young  girl ;  Sarah  Ann,  who 
married  Frank  Beatty,  both  dying  in  Venan- 
go county;  Sarepta  Ann,  wife  of  John  Andre, 
who  survives  her  and  lives  in  Canal  town- 
ship; Ruth  E.,  deceased  in  childhood;  Wil- 
liam Wilson;  Smith,  who  removed  to  Ten- 
nessee and  died  when  seventy-six  years  old 


(he  obtained  the  old  mill  site  property)  ;  and 
George  W.,  who  died  when  a  child. 

William  Wilson  Hastings,  father  of  Wayne 
C.  Hastings,  was  born  in  Canal  township, 
March  30,  1827,  at  the  home  near  the  Hast- 
ings mill,  where  he  lived  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage.  He  had  such  education 
as  the  local  schools  afforded,  and  the  ordinary 
experience  in  farm  and  lumber  work  ac- 
quired by  the  young  men  of  his  time,  before 
his  marriage  finding  employment  at  a  saw- 
mill in  Warren  county,  which  he  operated 
both  before  and  after  his  marriage,  also  build- 
ing flatboats  there.  During  the  springtime  he 
rafted,  as  far  down  as  Pittsburgh  and  even 
to  Cincinnati.  He  bought  one  hundred  acres 
of  his  father,  giving  him  five  hundred  dol- 
lars and  five  years'  work  for  it,  most  of  the 
labor  being  put  in  prior  to  his  marriage,  and 
he  earned  the  money  in  the  occupations  above 
noted,  besides  spending  the  summers  at  home 
in  his  father's  employ.  His  land  was  all  in 
timber  when  he  purchased  it,  and  he  cleared 
seventy-five  acres  and  put  it  under  cultiva- 
tion, building  on  it  and  otherwise  improving 
it  throughout  his  active  years.  He  sawed  the 
lumber  for  his  first  house,  rafted  it  to  Frank- 
lin, and  hauled  it  out  to  the  property,  and 
he  also  built  the  present  house  himself,  in 
1880.  Mr.  Hastings  was  a  man  of  energetic 
mental  as  well  as  physical  habit,  and  his  par- 
ticipation in  local  affairs  was  welcomed,  the 
excellent  record  which  he  made  in  the  offices 
of  school  director,  road  supervisor  and  jury 
commissioner  accounting  for  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  in  his  integrity  and  abil- 
ity. For  many  years  he  was  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Utica,  where  he  and 
his  wife  belonged. 

Mr.  Hastings  was  married,  Sept.  21,  1852, 
to  Mary  Jane  McQuaid,  who  was  bom  Jan.  31, 
1832,  daughter  of  John  McQuaid,  mention  of 
whose  family  will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of 
William  H.  McQuaid,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Mrs.  Hastings  died  in  October,  191 5,  surviving 
her  husband,  who  passed  away  Nov.  29,  191 1. 
Their  family  consisted  Of  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters,  namely:  John  F.  was  a  farmer 
near  Cooperstown,  where  he  died  when 
twenty-five  years  old;  Cyrus  S.,  now  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  is  a  contractor  and  build- 
er; I^ura  L.  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  C.  R. 
Thompson,  a  minister,  now  at  Brookville, 
.  Pa.,  and  she  is  deceased,  her  daughter  Grace 
living  with  W^ayne  C.  Hastings;  Allie  H.,  now 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  W.  Phillips, 
former    county    commissioner,    who    died    in 
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Franklin ;  Jesse  McQuaid  went  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  married  and  remained  until  his 
death  (his  son  Earl  C.  also  lives  with  Wayne 
C.  Hastings)  ;  Mary  Emma  died  when  eight- 
een years  old ;  Elwood  I.,  of  Roosevelt,  Ariz., 
is  engaged  in  the  oil  business;  Jennie  E., 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Wolf,  lives  at  Albuquerque,  N. 
Mex.,  where  her  husband  is  engaged  in  the 
oil  business ;  William  H.  lives  with  his  brother 
Wayne  C. ;  Wayne  C.  is  next  in  the  family ; 
Frank  T.  is  in  the  oil  business  at  Great  Falls, 
Mont.;  Quincy  D.,  an  attorney  at  law,  of 
Franklin,  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Wayne  C.  Hastings  has  spent  his  life  on 
the  farm.  He  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  and  worked  with  his  father  until  the 
latter's  retirement,  since  when  he  has  had 
charge  of  the  property,  which  is  in  up-to-date 
condition  under  his  management,  devoted  to 
general  farming.  He  has  rebuilt  the  house, 
and  in  191 7  built  a  new  bam,  owning  some 
valuable  Durham  and  Hereford  cattle,  as  well 
as  fine  Berkshire  hogs.  He  has  never  bred 
any  stock,  but  takes  a  pride  in  owning  supe- 
rior animals  and  cares  for  them  intelligently. 

In  1906  Mr.  Hastings  was  honored  with 
election  to  the  office  of  county  auditor,  and 
served  a  term  of  three  years  commencing  Jan. 
I.  1907,  during  an  important  period  in  the 
history  of  the  county.  For  the  last  six  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Canal  town- 
ship school  board,  in  which  association  his 
services  have  been  highly  creditable.  His 
principal  activity  aside  from  business  has  been 
in  political  work,  as  a  stanch  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  whose  cause  he  has  pro- 
moted ably. 

On  June  i,  1898,  Mr.  Hastings  married 
Clara  Bankson,  of  Cornplanter  township,  near 
Rouseville.  daughter  of  Peter  and  Emma 
Bankson;  her  father  was  formerly  engaged 
in  the  production  of  oil,  now  living  retired 
at  Oil  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hastings  have 
three  children:  Merrill  B.,  who  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Utica,  attended  Edin- 
boro  Normal  School,  and  is  now  teaching  in 
Canal  township;  Wayne  C,  Jr.,  aged  three 
years :  and  Emma  Rose. 

GEORGE  A.  BLAIR  is  a  leading  merchant 
at  Clintonville,  \>nango  county,  and  also  has 
valuable  oil  interests  in  this  section,  having 
been  successfully  engaged  in  oil  production 
for  over  tw^enty  years.  In  his  close  connec- 
tion with  the  business  development  and  public 
aflFairs  of  the  borough,  and  in  a  general  way 
with  all  matters  of  importance  which  demand 
the  attention  of  its  public-spirited  citizens,  he 


has  been  one  of  its  most  useful  residents,  do- 
ing his  full  share  to  keep  it  up  to  the  standard 
of  other  progressive  communities  in  the  coun- 
ty. As  a  sqn  of  the  late  John  H.  Blair  he 
belongs  to  one  of  the  old  families  of  this  sec- 
tion, whose  name  is  associated  with  substan- 
tial worth  and  honorable  character. 

John  H.  Blair  was  bom  in  Ireland  in  May, 
1823,  and  was  a  child  of  five  years  when  his 
parents,  Robert  and  Nancy  (Eakin)  Blair, 
left  the  old  country  in  1828,  coming  by  way 
of  Canada  and  settling  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania. Their  first  location  was  in  Scrubgrass 
township,  Venango  county,  whence  they  re- 
moved the  following  year  to  a  place  in  But- 
ler county  near  the  borough  of  Emlenton,  this 
county.  Mrs.  Blair  died  when  yet  a  young 
woman,  and  Mr.  Blair  met  an  accidental  death 
when  sixty  years  old,  being  fatally  injured  by 
a  horse.  Their  son  John  H.  Blair  grew  up 
in  Butler  county,  receiving  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  primitive  schools  then  available. 
When  old  enough  to  begin  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count he  was  engaged  as  a  contractor  at  the 
Buchanan  and  Jefferson  furnaces  in  Qarion 
county  for  a  time,  but  being  ambitious  to  es- 
tablish a  home  of  his  own  he  bought  a  tract 
of  land  in  October,  1848,  120  acres  in  Vic- 
tory township,  Venango  county.  He  did  not 
move  there  until  185 1,  a  couple  of  years  after 
his  marriage,  and  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  active  life  in  the  development  and  im- 
provement of  this  property,  which  he  cleared, 
making  his  permanent  home  there.  After  de- 
voting a  number  of  years  entirely  to  agricul- 
ture he  opened  a  store  on  the  farm  in  1876, 
and  thereafter  profitably  combined  merchan- 
dising with  farming,  managing  his  affairs 
thriftily.  He  mingled  in  local  public  affairs, 
being  a  well  known  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  held  various  township  offices,  and 
took  a  helpful  part  in  the  activities  of  the 
Hebron  congregation  of  the  Evangelical  As- 
sociation, with  which  he  was  associated  dur- 
ing the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life,  and 
with  which  his  family  was  also  connected.  On 
Jan.  2,  1849,  ^^'  Blair  was  married  in  Butler 
county  to  Emily  Griffin,  daughter  of  William 
Griffin,  of  Irwin  township,  Venango  county, 
and  of  the  ten  children  born  to  them  seven 
survive,  namely:  Marion,  a  farmer  of  Clin- 
ton township,  who  died  in  February,  1914; 
George  A.;  James  A.,  of  Polk,  this  county, 
an  oil  producer  and  refiner;  Elmer  E.,  who 
is  engaged  in  business  as  a  grocer  at  Orange- 
ville,  Ohio ;  Ann,  Mrs.  M.  McMillan,  of  Polk ; 
Ed.,  a  merchant  of  Grove  City,  Pa.;  Byron, 
who  now  has  his   father's  home  place;  and 
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Sarah,  who  is  a  widow  and  resides  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  and  is  buried  in  a  cemetery  on  his 
farm ;  the  mother  died  on  the ,  farm  when 
seventy-six  years  old. 

George  A.  Blair  was  bom  Dec.  24,  1855,  in 
Victory  township,  on  the  parental  homestead 
now  occupied  by  his  brother  Byron,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
the  local  public  schools,  and  he  had  thorough 
practical  training  in  farm  work,  but  business 
operations  of  other  kinds  had  greater  attrac- 
tion for  him,  and  he  has  done  well  enough  to 
justify  his  choice.  Much  of  his  time  for  the 
last  twenty  years  has  been  given  to  the  pro- 
duction of  oil,  and  he  is  now  interested  in  the 
B.  &  O.  Oil  Company  and  the  Slippery  Rock 
Oil  Company,  having  controlling  shares  in 
both  concerns,  which  he  organized  and  di- 
rected skillfully,  superintending  the  develop- 
ment work  and  production.  Their  operations 
are  in  the  Pone  Hill  field,  and  they  now  have 
thirty-five  wells  of  average  yield.  In  April, 
1908,  Mr.  Blair  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness at  Clintonville,  handling  hardware,  im- 
plements and  vehicles,  and  he  has  built  up  a 
particularly  large  trade  in  oil  well  supplies,  his 
familiarity  with  the  business  making  him  an 
excellent  judge  of  the  demands  in  that  line 
and  the  goods  best  suited  to  satisfy  them.  The 
business  is  now  conducted  by  the  firm  of 
G.  A.  Blair  &  Sons,  and  in  addition  to  the 
original  lines  they  are  engaged  as  automobile 
dealers,  keeping  fully  abreast  of  modem  trade 
requirements.  On  Oct.  7,  1916,  Clintonville 
was  visited  by  a  destructive  fire  which  entailed 
a  loss  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  among  the 
business  houses  of  the  borough,  and  the  Blair 
store  was  burned  out  a  c(Mnplete  loss,  the 
building,  which  Mr.  Blair  had  erected,  being 
totally  wrecked.  He  has  bought  his  present 
location,  having  lost  no  time  in  reestablishing 
himself.  Mr.  Blair  is  a  Democrat  in  political 
conviction,  but  in  matters  aflFecting  his  home 
community  he  is  inclined  to  respect  good  men 
and  measures  impartially,  and  he  proved  his 
unselfish  public  spirit  during  the  two  terms 
which  he  served  as  member  of  the  borough 
council. 

When  twenty-two  years  old  Mr.  Blair  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  Sutton,  daughter  of  Reuben 
and  Mary  (Smith)  Sutton,  who  are  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work.  Five  children 
have  been  bom  to  them :  Homer  R.  was  prac- 
ticing law  at  Franklin  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
Feb.  7,  1916;  Harry  died  in  infancy;  Denton 
H.  married  Ada  Porter  and  they  have  two 


children,  Frederick  and  Jean;  John  S.  mar- 
ried Mabel  Buchanan,  and  has  three  children, 
Cecil,  Russell  and  Helen ;  Hazel  Vema  assists 
in  the  store,  keeping  the  books  and  looking 
after  other  details.  Both  the  sons  are  inter- 
ested in  business  with  their  father,  Denton 
H.  Blair  being  general  manager  of  the  store, 
and  John  S.  Blair  taking  charge  of  the  farm. 
The  family  are  associated  with  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

MAJ.  JOHN  BRECKEXRIDGE  MAIT- 
LAND,  late  of  Oil  City,  filled  a  place  in  the 
life  of  his  community  unique  in  many  respects. 
His  occupation  during  the  larger  part  of  his 
career  represented  an  important  feature  of 
the  development  of  the  great  industry  of  this 
region,  and  at  the  same  time  a  phase  of  modem 
economy  characteristic  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
undertakings  attempted  by  "big  business"  and 
their  efficient  operation.  With  a  breadth  of 
intellect  and  sympathetic  understanding  for 
beyond  the  average,  he  viewed  life  from  many 
angles,  and  at  each  point  found  new  interests 
and  obligations  to  enrich  his  own  experiences 
and  widen  his  usefulness,  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  steady  object  of  his  busy  role.  His 
activities  flowed  in  so  many  channels,  gather- 
ing in  force  and  volume  throughout  the  course 
of  his  days,  that  it  is  impossible  to  estimate 
their  value  or  determine  the  extent  of  his  in- 
fluence. But  it  is  certain  that  he  gave,  and 
gave  abundantly,  of  the  best  that  was  in  him, 
wherever  his  life  touched  another's.  He  could 
see  good  in  all  causes  which  stimulated  the 
desire  to  help  or  serve,  and  added  the  weight 
of  his  own  aid  and  encouragement  at  every 
opportunity.  Faithful  to  business  and  strict 
in  the  performance  of  its  obligations,  the  enter- 
prises for  which  he  found  time  in  his  leisure 
hours  would  have  been  impossible  except  to 
one  of  thorough  poise  and  marvelous  executive 
powers.  In  personality  he  had  the  qualities 
which  make  a  man  beloved  in  all  the  relations 
of  life,  and  the  affectionate  regard  which  he 
held  for  all  mankind  was  returned  to  him  in 
generous  measure.  An  outline  of  his  work 
and  social  interests  indicates  the  conscientious 
concern  for  his  fellow  men  which  he  main- 
tained throughout  life. 

Major  Maitland  belonged  to  a  family 
founded  in  Venango  county  in  the  days  of  its 
early  settlement.  Andrew  Maitland,  the  first 
of  the  name  here,  was  the  second  settler  to 
make  a  permanent  home  in  Rockland  town- 
ship. He  was  originally  from  Monroe  county, 
X.  Y..  and  lived  in  Butler  county.  Pa.,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  removal  to  Venango  county  in 
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1810.  His  first  location  was  on  a  farm  near 
the  village  of  Freedom,  later  owned  by  John 
Hetzler,  and  he  afterward  bought  a  tract  near 
the  center  of  the  township,  twelve  miles  south- 
east of  Franklin,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  the  original  settler  on  that 
land,  and  in  its  improvement  benefited  the 
whole  neighborhood,  also  giving  his  community 
notable  service  in  public  affairs.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Rockland  M.  E.  Church.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  By  his  first  wife, 
Margaret  (Cameron),  he  had  children:  John, 
Andrew,  Alexander  (who  lived  in  Rockland 
township),  Nancy  (Mrs.  John  Graham),  Ann 
(Mrs.  John  O'Neil),  Margaret  (Mrs.  Silas 
Brown),  Sarah  (Mrs.  John  Webster)  and 
Mary  (who  married  James  Redick).  Alex- 
ander was  the  last  survivor  of  this  family. 
The  father  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
William  Elliott. 

Andrew  Maitland,  Jr.,  was  twelve  years  old 
when  his  father  bought  the  place  near  what 
is  now  Barr's  Corners.  He  was  born  in  Ve- 
nango county,  and  was  reared  here,  dying 
May  12,  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
In  1837  he  married  Jane  Elliott,  daughter  of 
William  Elliott,  of  Callensburg,  Clarion  Co., 
Pa.  Her  mother  became  the  second  wife  of 
Andrew  Maitland,  Sr.  Jane  (Elliott)  Mait- 
land died  Jan.  26,  1871,  aged  sixty-two  years, 
the  mother  of  six  children:  John  B.,  men- 
tioned below;  Sarah  J.,  who  married  Stephen 
Burgwin,  of  Clarion  county,  where  she  died 
June  16,  1908;  William  A.,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work;  Sylvester,  who  died  in 
childhood ;  Caroline  C,  who  married  William 
Moore  and  resides  at  Seneca,  Cranberry  town- 
ship, this  county :  and  Ellen,  who  is  the  wife  of 
James  Hahn,  of  Seneca. 

John  B.  Maitland  was  born  in  Rockland 
July  23,  1838,  and  was  reared  at  the  home- 
stead, which  property  later  came  into  his  pos- 
session. He  "had  better  than  average  educa- 
tional advantages  for  that  period,  attending 
the  public  schools  and  several  terms  at  the 
Jane's  Academy  in  Clintonville  before  taking 
regular  employment,  as  a  youth  of  sixteen, 
in  the  general  store  of  Charles  Shippen  at 
Stapley  Furnace,  in  Richland  township.  He 
continued  with  Mr.  Shippen  until  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  remaining  in  the 
armv  until  after  peace  was  declared.  On  Oct. 
9.  1 86 1,  he  became  a  private  in  Company  L, 
4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  rose  from  the 
ranks  to  major  in  that  organization,  the  record 
of  his  promotions  reading  as  follows:    Com- 
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missioned  second  lieutenant,  April  2,  1862; 
first  lieutenant,  Aug.  17,  1862;  captain,  July 
23,  1864;  major,  March  13,  1865.  He  took 
part  in  practically  all  of  the  actions  of  his  com- 
mand, and  as  may  be  judged  served  with  dis- 
tinction ;  for  some  time  he  was  adjutant  on 
the  staff  of  General  Gregg. 

Returning  home  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
Major  Maitland  entered  into  a  business  part- 
nership with  his  former  employer,  the  firm 
carrying  on  a  successful  general  merchandise 
trade  for  several  years,  after  which  the  Major 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at 
Mill  Creek  for  a  time.  With  the  discovery  of 
petroleum  in  the  Oil  Creek  valley  he  was  at- 
tracted to  Oil  City,  beginning  his  connection 
with  the  pipe  line  business  about  1873,  ^s  as- 
sistant to  Capt.  H.  M.  Hughes,  general  super- 
intendent for  Bradley  &  Company,  owners  of 
the  Antwerp  pipe  line.  The  laying  and  use  of 
pipe  lines  for  oil  transportation  across  the 
country  was  then  a  comparatively  new  feature 
of  the  oil  industry,  and,  as  it  proved,  one  of 
the  decisive  factors  in  the  large  success  of 
the  business.  Major  Maitland,  with  his  ideas 
and  ability,  helped  to  lay  the  foundations  for 
the  success  of  the  pipe  line,  and  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  evolution  of  its  use,  the 
splendidly  organized  system  which  unfolded 
gradually  from  the  simple  beginning  being  to  a 
large  extent  the  product  of  his  alert  mind  and 
gift  for  practical  application.  In  his  first  posi- 
tion he  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
Antwerp  and  Oil  City  line,  from  Clarion  to 
Oil  City,  meantime  making  his  headquarters 
at  Clarion  and  St.  Petersburg.  Later,  in  1877, 
when  the  Clarion  and  Butler  divisions  were 
consolidated  under  A.  C.  Beeson,  he  took 
charge  of  the  work  of  constructing  a  pipe 
line  from  Bear  Creek  to  Kane.  His  company 
had  meanwhile  been  merged  into  the  United 
Pipe  Line  Company,  later  into  the  National 
Transit  Company,  and  when  the  latter  divided 
its  enormous  business  into  separate  depart- 
ments, with  specific  powers,  in  1880,  he  was 
made  manager  of  the  iron  tankage  department, 
holding  this  position  to  the  close  of  his  life. 
Thoueh  the  expansions  of  the  business  and  the 
complications  introduced  by  modem  scientific 
methods  made  his  work  increasingly  difficult 
and  responsible  throughout  this  period,  Major 
Maitland  alwavs  kept  ahead  of  its  demands, 
showing  a  facility  for  progress  which  stamped 
him  as  a  leader  in  thought  and  action.  To  his 
duties  of  manager  of  the  tankage  department 
were  added  those  of  manager  of  the  right  of 
way  department  about  three  years  before  his 
death,  upon  the  retirement'  of  J.  C.  McDowell. 
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and  he  carried  the  responsibilities  of  both  until 
incapacitated  by  illness  several  months  before 
his  death.  As  head  of  his  special  department 
from  the  time  of  its  inception  Major  Maitland 
constructed  practically  all  the  tankage — for  the 
storage  of  the  surplus  production  in  the  fields 
— of  the  National  Transit  Company  built  dur- 
ing his  lifetime,  his  office  having  control  of 
work  in  nearly  every  oil  field  in  the  United 
States  where  the  company  had  interests.  The 
construction  as  well  as  location  of  tanks  was 
under  his  charge,  and  most  of  the  company's 
tank  construction  in  the  Olean,  Colegrove  and 
Tiona  districts,  in  the  Bradford  and  Allegany 
fields,  as  well  as  in  Washington  county,  was 
built  by  him,  besides  that  in  their  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  West  Virginia  fields,  and  though 
the  number  of  tanks  which  he  put  up  eventually 
ran  into  the  thousands  he  retained  all  the  de- 
tails regarding  their  capacity,  location,  date  of 
construction,  etc.,  being  able  to  recall  the  num- 
ber, size  and  position  of  any  tank  readily.  If 
a  tank  had  been  moved  from  one  point  to  an- 
other he  knew  its  history,  and  some  idea  of 
what  this  means  may  be  gained  from  the 
information  that  over  twelve  hundred  tanks 
were  erected  in  the  Bradford  and  Allegany 
fields  alone  between  1878  and  1884,  and  most 
of  them  later  taken  down  and  transferred  to 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  He  could  also  tell  accu- 
rately the  day  and  date  upon  which  fire  de- 
stroyed any  of  the  tanks,  and  all  the  particulars 
of  the  event.  He  never  seemed  daunted  by 
the  magnitude  of  any  task,  and  he  was  al- 
ways willing  to  do  the  lion's  share  of  the  work 
himself,  never  asking  an  employe  to  do  any 
more  than,  or  as  much  as,  he  undertook.  He 
was  never  absent  from  business  until  during 
the  illness  which  terminated  in  his  death. 
Though  strict  in  his  conception  of  duty,  so 
far  as  his  personal  obligations  were  concerned, 
and  expecting  employes  to  be  dependable  and 
timely  in  their  labors,  he  was  noted  for  the 
kindliness  of  his  relations  with  them.  His 
work  necessarily  brought  him  into  contact 
with  men  in  all  parts  of  the  oil  country,  and  the 
unusual  popularity  which  he  enjoyed  was  a 
tribute  to  his  likeable  personality  as  much  as 
a  recognition  of  capability. 

Along  with  business  responsibilities  of  un- 
usual importance  and  extent  Major  Maitland 
maintained  social,  church  and  civic  associa- 
tions so  numerous  and  varied  as  to  excite 
wonder  by  their  mere  enumeration.  Nearest 
to  his  heart  were  his  church  interests.  Early 
in  1867  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  from  that  time  was  one  of  its 
most  faithful  members.    Soon  after  his  admis- 


sion to  the  church  he  was  licensed  as  an  ex- 
horter,  and  later  became  a  regularly  ordained 
minister  of  his  denomination.  In  his  home  city 
he  was  identified  with  Grace  Memorial  M.  E. 
Church  and  Sunday  school,  holding;  the  most 
important  offices  in  both,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  filling  the  positions  of  church  trustee  and 
Sunday  school  superintendent.  For  many 
years  the  congregation  had  its  house  of  wor- 
ship on  East  Third  street,  and  when  the  sub- 
ject of  a  new  edifice  came  up  it  was  with  his 
cooperation  that  the  present  site  at  the  comer 
of  West  First  street  and  Central  avenue  was 
secured  by  the  purchase  of  the  Greenfield 
property.  As  chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee, and  one  of  the  generous  financial  con- 
tributors toward  the  building,  he  spared  neither 
time  nor  means  until  he  saw  the  church  com- 
pleted and  the  congregation  in  enjoyment  of 
it,  and  the  church  stands  ''to-day  one  of  the 
monuments  that  will  be  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  his  memory."  He  was  a  regular 
attendant  at  Conference,  and  in  every  locality 
where  business  or  other  duties  called  him  he 
was  active  in  establishing  churches  and  Sun- 
day schools. 

All  projects  for  the  encouragement  and  fur-* 
therance  of  those  things  that  foster  the  higher 
aims  of  life  had  his  warm  sympathy  and  sub- 
stantial aid.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  city 
found  in  him  one  of  its  most  faithful  friends 
and  laborers,  and  he  served  as  president  until 
ill  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  resign, 
the  organization  showing  excellent  progress  in 
constructive  work  under  his  administration. 
He  was  active  in  the  management  of  the  Oil 
City  Hospital,  having  been  one  of  the  members 
of  its  first  board  of  directors,  and  his  fellow 
directors  availed  themselves  of  his  judgment 
in  the  matter  of  building  materials  and  experi- 
ence in  construction,  choosing  him  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  which  had  charge  of  the 
erection  of  this  magnificent  institution.  Though 
he  was  a  welcome  and  influential  figure  at  pub- 
lic gatherings  the  Major  cared  nothing  for  the 
honors  of  temporal  powers  attaching  to  public 
office,  but  he  valued  the  opportunities  for  serv- 
ice which  such  position  presented,  and  it  was 
with  that  idea  that  he  accepted  membership 
on  the  Oil  City  school  board  for  a  number  of 
years,  serving  on  various  important  committees 
— at  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  teachers* 
committee.  All  local  philanthropic  or  char- 
itable undertakings  could  count  upon  him  for 
practical  aid,  both  in  the  way  of  service  and 
financial  contributions.  In  his  long  connection 
with  the  Oil  City  Relief  Association  he  gave 
aid  and  comfort  to  many  of  the  poor  of  the 
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city,  either  as  a  member  of  the  board  or  per- 
sonally, but  his  lack  of  ostentation  makes  any 
estimate  of  the  extent  of  his  benevolences  im- 
possible, for  it  was  not  his  habit  to  make  much 
of  his  activities  of  that  nature.  The  associa- 
tion was  founded  largely  through  his  efforts 
during  the  great  fire  and  flood  in  1892,  and 
proved  so  efficient  a  means  of  distributing 
needed  relief  that  it  was  continued.  Major 
Maitland  had  been  filling  the  office  of  vice 
president  for  several  years  before  his  decease, 
and  \\e  did  his  full  share  of  the  work  of  in- 
vestigating cases  of  need  and  distributing  the 
funds  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  organ- 
ization. 

Fraternally  Major  Maitland  maintained  ac- 
tive membership  in  Petrolia  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.;  Latonia  Lodge  No.  1018,  L  O.  O.  F.;  the 
National  Union;  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  Post 
Xo.  167,  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  Northwestern  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  His  particular  interest  was  centered 
in  G.  A.  R.  work,  which  he  enjoyed  above 
all  other  relaxations..  He  was  true  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  organization  in  their  most  liberal 
application  to  his  relations  with  his  former 
comrades.  Again  and  again  he  was  elected 
commander  of  his  post,  serving  as  such  until 
his  death,  and  the  sentiment  of  his  fellow  mem- 
bers toward  him  is  clearly  illustrated  by  the 
tact  that  for  several  years  prior  to  his  decease 
he  was  continued  in  the  office  without  opposi- 
tion. He  was  also  a  junior  vice  commander 
of  the  National  G.  A.  R.  when  he  died,  and 
president  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Northwestern  Association,  which  he  had  previ- 
ously served  as  commander.  He  always  took 
a  prominent  part  in  its  reunions  as  well  as 
those  of  his  old  regiment,  for  though  eminently 
progressive  in  everything  he  had  the  tenderest 
feelings  for  old  associations  and  no  wish  to 
sever  them. 

The  news  of  Major  Maitland's  death  at  his 
home  in  Oil  City,  June  17,  1903,  after  several 
months  of  illness  and  suffering,  brought  sor- 
row to  every  circle  in  the  community.  The 
multitude  of  his  friends  included  all  classes, 
and  all  were  well  represented  at  the  large 
gathering  which  attended  his  funeral.  The 
ser\'ices,  held  at  Grace  Memorial  Church,  were 
conducted  by  the  pastor  and  a  former  pastor, 
assisted  by  prominent  members  of  his  own  de- 
nomination and  ministers  from  other  local 
churches,  all  eager  to  do  reverence  to  a  man 
whose  earnestness  and  untiring  zeal  had  been 
an  incentive  for  their  own  labors  through  many 
a  year.  An  Oil  City  newspaper  observed :  *Tt 
is  seldom  in  the  history  of  any  community  that 


such  complete  reverence  to  the  memory  of  a 
private  citizen  is  shown.*'  The  National  Tran- 
sit Company's  offices  closed  at  noon  in  recog- 
nition of  a  general  desire  among  officers  and 
employes  for  opportunity  to  pay  their  respects. 
Other  business  in  the  city  was  practically  sus- 
pended during  the  funeral.  Each  organization 
to  which  the  Major  belonged  attended  in  a 
body,  and  over  one  hundred  of  his  G.  A.  R. 
comrades  took  part  in  the  interment  services 
in  Grove  Hill  cemetery,  a  delegation  from 
Mays  Post  of  Franklin  having  joined  the  local 
post.  A  squad  from  Company  D,  i6th  Regi- 
ment, N.  G.  P.,  fired  a  salute  over  the  grave. 
The  Major  had  frequently  officiated  as  chap- 
lain on  such  occasions. 

On  Oct.  3,  1861,  six  days  before  his  enlist- 
ment in  the  Union  army.  Major  Maitland  was 
married,  at  Emlenton,  this  county,  to  Hen- 
rietta C.  Pryer,  of  Rockland,  this  county,  who 
survives  him  with  their  family  of  four  chil- 
dren. She  was  bom  April  20,  1838,  in  Rock- 
land township,  and  received  an  excellent  edth 
cation,  begun  in  the  public  schools  and  con- 
tinued at  private  schools  until  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  she  took  up  teaching.  Mrs. 
Maitland  followed  this  vocation  until  after 
the  Civil  war,  in  Richland,  Rockland  and  Cran- 
berry townships,  this  county.  Of  her  chil- 
dren, all  residents  of  Oil  City,  Jessie  is  the  wife 
of  W.  E.  Askey ;  her  two  children  are  Dr.  John 
Maitland  Askey  and  Edith  M.  Edgar  Gregg 
Maitland  married  Matilda  M.  Berry  and  has 
two  children,  Eleanor  B.  and  John  Brecken- 
ridge.  Arthur  Shippen  Maitland  married  Jane 
Cribbs.  Henrietta  Katherine  lives  with  her 
mother. 

LeROY  GEORGE  MILLER,  of  Franklin, 
son  of  Gen.  Charles  Miller,  was  bom  at 
Franklin  Sept.  27,  1880.  The  record  of  his 
immediate  and  earliest  ancestors  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Miller  spent  his  boyhood  in  attendance 
at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  gradu- 
ating from  high  school  in  1901,  and  pursued 
his  higher  studies  in  the  law  department  of 
Yale  University.  He  did  not  complete  the 
course,  however,  and  returning  to  Franklin 
entered  business  life  in  the  employ  of  the  Gen- 
eral Manifold  Company.  His  achievements 
justify  the  conclusion  that  he  possesses  in 
large  measure  some  of  the  qualifications  which 
have  made  the  name  a  powerful  factor  in  the 
material  advancement  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  influential  in  a  practically  un- 
limited sphere.  Though  his  connection  with 
the  General  Manifold  Company  was  of  com- 
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paratively  short  duration,  Mr.  Miller  made  a 
brilliant  record  in  its  service,  becoming  a  suc- 
cessful traveling  salesman.  Having  been  of- 
fered an  opportunity  to  take  a  position  with 
the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  his  father's 
great  enterprise,  he  made  the  change,  to  his 
own  and  the  company's  advantage,  for  he  liter- 
ally created  the  department  of  which  he  was 
the  head,  that  branch  of  the  business  dealing 
with  electric  railways.  Mr.  Miller  beean  his 
association  with  the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Com- 
pany in  a  minor  capacity,  and  earned  promo- 
tion as  he  went,  but  from  the  first  he  showed 
himself  so  well  qualified  for  responsibilities 
that  when  the  work  of  supplying  lubricants  for 
electric  railways  was  undertaken  he  was  in- 
trusted with  the  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment and  made  manager.  The  mere  state- 
ment that  over  seventy  per  cent  of  the  lubrica- 
tion on  electric  railways  in  the  United  States 
comes  from  the  Galena-Signal  Company  shows 
how  vigorously  the  business  has  been  prose- 
cuted. To  accomplish  this  has  required  much 
more  than  clever  salesmanship  and  good  man- 
agement. It  has  meant  constant  research  and 
laboratory  work,  the  compiling  and  assimilat- 
ing of  almost  endless  statistics,  familiarizing 
of  patrons  with  the  superiority  of  the  Galena- 
Signal  products  and  their  proper  use,  keeping 
abreast  or  ahead  of  the  demands  of  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  business,  and  attention 
to  numerous  other  points  vital  to  success.  The 
building  up  of  this  department  was  Mr.  Miller's 
chief  business  interest.  On  account  of  sick- 
ness, he  retired  from  the  Galena  in  191 5. 

Mr.  Miller  has  given  both  time  and  thought 
to  securing  good  government  in  his  city,  has 
served  as  member  of  the  council,  and  in  1910 
was  a  candidate  for  the  mayoralty  nomination, 
losing  by  a  very  small  margin.  On  political 
issues  he  is  a  Republican.  Like  his  father 
he  has  been  active  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
which  he  served  two  years  as  clerk,  also  taking 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday  school,  of 
which  he  has  been  second  assistant  superin- 
tendent. His  numerous  social  connections  in- 
clude membership  in  the  Nursery  Club  of 
Franklin,  the  Venango  Club  of  Oil  City,  the 
B.  P.  O.  Elks,  Royal  Arcanum  and  Odd  Fel- 
lows, in  which  he  has  been  particularly  active, 
having  been  lieutenant  colonel  on  the  staflFs 
of  Gens.  M.  A.  Raney  and  A.  R.  Stocker,  suc- 
cessive commanders  in  chief  of  the  Patriarchs 
Militant. 

Mr.  Miller  has  a  handsome  home  in  Frank- 
lin, a  residence  in  English  style,  with  beauti- 
ful terraces  and  lawns,  one  of  the  most  attrac- 


tive places  in  the  city.  On  Sept.  21,  1916,  he 
married  Viola  Blair,  daughter  of  Robert  H. 
and  Martha  Maud  (Shorts)  Blair. 

Robert  H.  Blair  was  bom  and  reared  in  But- 
ler county,  Pa.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  Mercer  county,  in  the 
year  1900  removing  to  Franklin,  in  which  city 
he  has  since  resided.  To  his  marriage  with 
Martha  Maud  Shorts  have  been  bom  seven 
children,  namely:  William  A.;  Edna,  who  is 
deceased ;  Cassie  E.,  wife  of  Edward  Campion, 
who  is  assistant  superintendent  of  a  large  steel 
plant  at  Montreal,  Canada;  Mabel  Maud,  wife 
of  William  Blaney,  of  Montreal,  Canada; 
Leora  L.,  wife  of  H.  Gaston  Brown,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.;  James  Robert;  and  Viola,  Mrs. 
LeRoy  G.  Miller. 

The  Shorts  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Miller  be- 
longs in  the  matemal  line,  was  honorably  rep- 
resented among  the  early  settlers  of  Venango 
county.  Richard  Shorts,  the  first  of  the  fam- 
ily to  come  to  this  country,  was  a  native  of 
England,  and  settled  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  residing  near  Kins- 
man, that  county.  He  married  Jane  Johnson, 
and  their  children  were :  Robert  died  in  Craw- 
ford county.  Pa.;  Aaron  died  in  Ohio;  Col. 
William  located  in  Venango  county.  Pa. ;  John- 
son died  in  Crawford  county.  Pa. ;  Jacob  died 
in  \^enango  county  April  28,  1869,  in  his  six- 
ty-ninth year.  The  last  named  married  Je- 
mima Hughes  (daughter  of  James  Hughes), 
who  died  in  1870,  in  her  sixty-eighth  year,  and 
they  had  children:  John,  Caroline,  James, 
Nancy,  Mary  Jane,  Sarah  E.,  Robert,  Jacob, 
William  A.  and  Thomas  W. 

Col.  William  Shorts  was  bom  July  8,  1805, 
in  Butler  county.  Pa.,  and  came  to  Venango 
county  in  1825.  For  two  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  removed. to  Ohio^  but  did  not  remain 
there  long,  retuming  to  Venango  county  and 
settling  in  \'ictory  township,  where  he  secured 
the  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  long  known  as 
the  old  Shorts  farm.  Besides  farming  be 
built  boats,  in  one  season  constmcting  twelve, 
each  one  hundred  feet  long  and  costing  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  loading  them 
with  pig  iron  and  floating  them  to  Pittsburgh. 
He  was  colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment,  Pennsyl- 
vania Militia,  for  seven  years,  and  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  raised  Company  K  of  the 
4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  entering  the  serv- 
ice as  its  captain.  He  was  in  command  of  the 
3d  Battalion  at  Antietam,  and  served  two  and 
a  half  years  altogether,  being  honorably  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability.     After  the 
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war  he  removed  with  all  of  his  family  but 
Robert  to  Humiewell,  Mo.,  living  there  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  they  all  eventually  re- 
turned to  Venango  county  and  again  took  up 
their  residence  on  the  farm.  In  1826  Colonel 
Shorts  married  Martha  Jane  Witherup,  who 
was  bom  May  10,  1803,  in  Venango  county, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Brockington) 
Witherup,  the  former  a  native  of  England, 
whence  the  latter's  parents  also  came  to  this 
country,  settling  in  Philadelphia.  John 
Witherup  located  in  Scrubgrass,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  he  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day  in  this 
section,  being  the  first  sheriff  of  the  county. 
To  Colonel  Shorts  and  his  wife  were  bom 
eight  children:  Robert  Crispen,  John  D.,  Wil- 
liam W.  (deceased),  Henrietta  (Mrs.  McKis- 
sick),  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Abraham  W.  (of 
Franklin,  deceased),  and  Ann  H.  (Mrs.  Bal- 
liett,  deceased).  Colonel  Shorts  died  Dec.  13, 
1885,  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years. 

Robert  Crispen  Shorts,  son  of  Col.  William 
Shorts,  was  bom  Sept.  7,  1826,  in  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Venango  county 
with  his  parents  in  1830.  His  education  was 
restricted  to  such  advantages  as  the  schools  of 
the  locality  then  afforded,  and  he  was  reared 
to  farming,  which  he  followed  all  his  life. 
In  1853  he  married  Catherine  Bunnell,  who 
was  bom  in  1834,  and  of  the  six  children  born 
to  them  the  eldest,  Elwilda  Viola,  died  when 
one  year  old ;  William  Lawrence,  a  farmer  of 
Victory  township,  this  county,  married  Eliza- 
beth Galloway  and  had  three  children,  Robert 
Leo,  Conselow  and  Kathleen;  Florence  Flo- 
retta,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Leo  Heasley, 
of  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Martha  Maud  married  Rob- 
ert H.  Blair;  Buena  Vista  Kate  married  Wil- 
liam Beaver,  of  Switzerland  (they  made  their 
home  in  Franklin),  and  (second)  Franklin 
Davis,  and  is  now  living  in  Florida  (she  has 
one  daughter,  Eva  Dale)  ;  Mary  Ellen  died 
unmarried.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shorts  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  God.  Politically,  he 
became  a  Republican  when  the  party  was  or- 
ganized, and  he  was  always  deeply  interested 
in  public  questions. 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Shorts  was  a  daughter  of 
Alfred  Bunnell,  whose  father  came  to  this 
country  from  England,  living  in  Maine  for  a 
number  of  years  and  later  settling  in  Venango 
county.  Pa.  Alfred  Bunnell  married  Rachel 
Cannon,  whose  father  came  from  Ireland  and 
made  a  settlement  on  Sandy  creek  when  this 
region  was  an  unbroken  wilderness.  He  spent 
the  rest  of  his  life  improving  his  land  here. 


WILLIAM  MOYAR  was  bom  in  Cambria 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  Oct.  8,  1854,  son  of 
John  Reed  Moyar  and  grandson  of  John 
Moyar,  Sr.  The  father  and  grandfather  were 
both  of  Bedford  county.  Pa.,  being  part  of  the 
numerous  family  of  Moyars  (spelled  also 
Myers,  Mayer  and  Moyer)  that  emigrated 
to  Pennsylvania  from  Germany,  having  left 
there  on  account  of  religious  persecution. 
Going  with  a  colony  of  emigrants  to  England, 
and  thence  to  New  York  on  a  land  grant  from 
Queen  Anne,  after  several  years  spent  there 
they  migrated  to  northern  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing lost  their  New  York  land  through  a  de- 
fect in  the  title.  From  then  on  we  find  the 
Moyar  families  scattered  over  every  State  of 
the  Union,  but  always,  so  far  as  the  writer 
has  been  able  to  learn,  through  meeting  them 
in  different  States,  giving  Pennsylvania  as  the 
home  of  origin. 

John  R.  Moyar,  father  of  William  Moyar, 
left  Bedford  county,  moving  to  Cambria 
coimty,  where  he  resided  for  some  years.  His 
children,  William  and  Elizabeth,  were  born 
at  the  latter  place.  The  family  moved  to  Buf- 
falo Furnace,  Armstrong  county,  and  in  1859 
to  near  Mosgrove,  north  of  Kittaning,  Pa.  At 
the  latter  place  Samuel  N.  was  born  on  June 
26,  i860.  In  the  spring  of  1862  they  moved 
to  Worthington,  where  the  three  children  at- 
tended the  public  schools  up  to  October,  1868, 
when  the  family  removed  to  Kane  City,  Ve- 
nango Co.,  Pa.  (afterward  and  at  present 
called  Kaneville).  There  another  daughter, 
Martha,  was  born. 

By  making  the  most  of  his  environment,  and 
after  a  few  years'  employment  in  his  native 
home  and  McKean  county,  Pa.,.  William 
Moyar  was  able  to  engage  in  the  oil  business 
for  himself  in  April,  1878,  in  the  Venango 
county  oil  fields,  residing  at  Kane  City.  In 
1881  he  formed  a  partnership  with  S.  P.  Siple, 
which  was  successful  and  continued  for  twen- 
ty-two years.  Mr.  Moyar  has  been  in  the  oil 
producing  business  ever  since,  associating  him- 
self with  many  operators,  his  interests  ex- 
tending over  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Oklahoma.  He  still  retains  his  interests  in 
Oklahoma,  being  actively  engaged  with  the 
Jane  Oil  Company  as  secretary,  and  with  the 
Midland  Oil  &  Drilling  Company  as  president, 
helping  to  organize  both  companies,  the  latter 
being  confined  to  himself  and  employes,  and 
proving  to  be  a  good  paying  proposition.  He 
also  holds  stock  in  several  other  Oklahoma 
companies ;  was  also  active  as  manager,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Producers  Torpedo 
Company  from  1888  to  1890.    Mr.  Moyar  left 
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Kane  City  and  moved  to  Oil  City  in  1900.  In 
1908  he  moved  to  Oklahoma,  remaining  in 
that  State  up  to  191 2,  and  settled  in  Franklin, 
Pa.,  on  his  return  from  the  West,  still  residing 
there. 

In  1894  he  added  oil  and  gas  well  contract- 
ing to  his  activities  in  an  individual  way,  but 
wanting  to  go  West  for  a  broader  field,  and 
wishing  to  reward  the  men  who  had  helped 
make  hs  operations  a  success,  formed  two 
partnerships,  one  known  as  the  Oil  City  Drill- 
ing Company  atid  the  other  as  the  Rouseville 
Drilling  Company,  both  with  offices  in  Oil 
City,  Pa.  Without  the  least  expense  to  his 
employes  he  entered  a  working  contract  with 
them  whereby  they  automatically  came  into 
their  interests.  So  successful  were  the  com- 
panies that  they  not  only  paid  the  sums  set- 
tled on  in  the  agreements,  but  have  branched 
out  and  now  own  many  strings  of  tools,  work- 
ing over  five  counties.  They  have  also  good 
holdings  in  oil  and  gas  wells  and  lands.  They 
assisted  in  the  world's  war  by  having  seven 
employes  from  each  company  in  overseas  serv- 
ice, and  also  with  material  support,  subscrib- 
ing liberally  to  Liberty  Bond  issues,  Red  Cross, 
and  other  measures,  to  do  their  bit. 

William  and  S.  N.  Moyar  as  young  men 
ventured  into  the  oil  business  as  Moyar 
Brothers,  and  have  continued  to  the  present 
time  with  marked  and  profitable  success.  They 
with  Mr.  F.  L.  Fry  and  the  late  John  W. 
Waitz  organized  the  Rouseville  Supply  Com- 
pany, still  doing  business  at  Rouseville,  Pa. 
Mr.  Moyar  holds  stock  and  managing  posi- 
tions in  several  local  companies,  engaging  to 
some  extent  in  the  timber  and  lumber  busi- 
ness, besides  finding  time  to  devote  to  farm- 
ing, more  for  recreation  than  profit. 

By  his  wife,  Detta  (Longwell),  daughter 
of  R.  E.  Longwell  and  granddaughter  of 
Josiah  Longwell,  old  and  respected  residents 
of  Venango  county,  Mr.  Moyar  has  three  sons : 
Charles  Clinton,  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  is  practicing  in  the 
Diamond  Bank  building,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.; 
William  Franklin  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  with  the  Bachelor  of 
Laws  degree,  and  is  practicing  in  the  Levi 
building,  Oil  City,  Pa.,  though  much  of  his 
time  is  devoted  to  oil  interests,  individually, 
and  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Oil  City 
Drilling  Company;  John  Harold  graduated 
from  the  Edinboro  Normal  School  and  studied 
medicine  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  but 
not  caring  for  the  profession,  entered  and 
finished  a  business  course,  engaging  and  fol- 
lowing along  the  lines  of  his  father  in  the  oil 


producing  and  contracting  business  in  the 
fields  of  Venango  and  adjoining  counties.  By 
Mr.  Moyar's  second  marriage,  to  Laura  Smith, 
daughter  of  Wilson  Smith,  of  Rouseville,  Pa., 
formerly  a  resident  of  Erie  cotmty,  Pa.,  a 
daughter,  Louise,  and  son,  Robert,  were  bom, 
both  living  at  home  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Moyar  has  had  social  activities  as  well, 
being  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Demp- 
seytown,  Pa.,  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  of  Oil  City, 
and  many  bodies  of  Masons — blue  lodge  at 
Rouseville,  Pa.,  chapter  and  commandery  at 
Oil  City,  Pa.,  Zem  Zem  Shrine  at  Erie,  Pa., 
and  the  thirty-second  degree  at  McAllister, 
Okla. ;  Washington  Qub,  Franklin,  Pa.;  and 
many  other  social,  gun  and  hunting  clubs.  One 
connection  he  prizes  highly  as  coming  from  a 
host  of  friends  among  the  Grand  Army  men, 
and  as  a  surprise  gratuitously  bestowed  from 
the  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  Post,  No.  167,  G. 
A.  R.,  Oil  City,  Pa.,  is  his  honorary  member- 
ship therein.  His  zeal  for  the  old  soldiers  was 
only  equaled  by  his  ardor  and  patriotism,  al- 
ways advocating  any  measure  for  their  benefit, 
voting  for  soldiers  against  civilians,  and  join- 
ing them  on  public  occasions. 

Mr.  Moyar  makes  annual  pilgrimages  to  the 
big  game  woods  of  Canada  with  a  crowd  of 
friends,  always  with  good  results  and  many 
pleasant  days  of  strenuous  sports. 

In  politics  he  is  an  Independent  or  Pro- 
gressive. Starting  life  a  Democrat,  but  being 
a  protectionist  and  favoring  higher  pensions 
for  soldiers,  he  joined  with  the  Republicans 
to  break,  for  better  government,  from  the 
regulars  to  join  the  Independents,  and  lastly 
with  the  Bull  Moose,  or  Progressive  Repub- 
lican party.  His  aid  and  opinions  were  from 
the  start  of  the  world  war  in  1914  with  the 
entente  powers,  favoring  preparedness  and 
universal  training,  and  the  breaking  of  rela- 
tions with  Germany  on  sinking  of  the  "Lusi- 
tania."  He  favored  fighting  Germany  to  com- 
plete and  unconditional  surrender. 

Still  harnessed  to  his  labors  and  not  tiring 
in  his  activities,  Mr.  Moyar  expects  many 
years  of  usefulness  before  going  behind  the 
"cloud.'' 

GEORGE  YARDLEY.  The  Yardley  fam- 
ily in  the  United  States  are  descendants  of 
Samuel  Thomas  Yardley,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  in  1704.  The  name 
was  formerly  spelled  Yeardley.  Samuel 
Thomas  Yardley  was  a  descendant  of  William 
Yardley,  L.  M..  a  signer  of  Magna  Charta 
given  by  King  John  to  England  in  1215.  Sir 
George  Yeardley,  Colonial  governor  of  Vir- 
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ginia  between  the  years  1619  and  1626,  by 
appointment  of  King  James  I,  under  whose 
administration  the  colony  greatly  prospered, 
was  a  member  of  this  family. 

Thomas  Yardley  was  born  at  the  old  family 
home  in  Yardley,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  a  man 
of  thorough  education  in  literature  and  civil 
engineering.  Katherine  (Hampton)  Yard- 
ley,  his  wife,  was  a  sister  of  Robert  S.  Hamp- 
ton, of  Titusville,  and  of  the  late  Wade  Hamp- 
ton, of  New  York,  formerly  of  Oil  City. 

George  Yardley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children  of  Thomas 
Yardley.  He  was  bom  in  Lock  Haven,  Clin- 
ton Co.,  Pa.,  on  Jan.  14,  1873.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  and  private  schools,  and 
took  a  one  year's  course  in  the  School  of  Com- 
merce, Accounts  and  Finance  of  New  York 
University,  New  York  City.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  resided  in  New  York,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  offices  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Company,  Erie  Railroad  Company  and  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company.  He  served  six 
years  in  the  New  York  Naval  Militia;  was 
secretary  of  his  division  and  acting  battalion 
quartermaster;  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
navy  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American 
war,  serving  on  board  the  L^nited  States  aux- 
iliary cruiser  "Yankee,"  which  was  under  fire 
on  several  occasions,  notably  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  Guantanamo  Bay  and  Cienfuegos,  and 
at  the  latter  place  was  victorious  in  an  en- 
counter with  the  Spanish  armored  war  vessel 
"EHego  Velazquez." 

On  Dec.  10,  1907,  Mr.  Yardley  married 
Helen  Crocker  Carey,  of  Chicago.  He  moved 
to  Oil  City  from  New  York  Gty  in  1908  to 
become  secretary  and  assistant  to  Vice  Presi- 
dent (later  President)  J.  B.  Crawford  of  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company;  has  been  in 
charge  of  gasoline  sales  of  The  Mars  Com- 
pany, a  subsidiary  of  the  United  Natural  Gas 
Company,  since  Mr.  Crawford's  retirement  in 
1916.  Hfs  residence  is  at  Reno,  \'enango 
Co..  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Yardley  is  a  communicant  and  vestry- 
man of  Christ  Episcopal  Church;  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday  school;  a  four  minute 
speaker  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Informa- 
tion, Washington,  D.  C,  and  Liberty  Loan 
Committee;  secretar>'  of  the  Oil  City  Branch 
of  The  National  Security  League:  chairman 
of  the  Department  of  Naval  Service,  Venango 
County  Committee  of  Public  Safety;  member 
of  the  Venango  Club  and  Wanango  Country 
Club. 


JOHN  L.  NESBIT,  attorney  at  law,  has 
carried  on  practice  at  Franklin  throughout  his 
professional  career,  a  period  of  eighteen  years, 
during  which  he  has  made  a  place  for  himself 
at  the  bar  of  Venango  county  that  speaks 
highly  for  both  his  legal  attainments  and  per- 
sonal worth.  His  law  work  occupies  practic- 
ally all  his  business  hours,  but  though  it  has 
been  increasing  steadily  in  volume  he  handles 
it  capably,  an^  there  is  every  prospect  that  his 
name  will  be  one  of  those  to  gain  permanent 
honor  in  the  city  and  county  for  definite 
achievement  in  his  chosen  calling.  The  late 
Thomas  Nesbit,  his  father,  was  also  a  man  of 
substantial  position  and  positive  character, 
exercising  a  wide  influence  for  good  in  this 
section  through  the  medium  of  the  various  en- 
terprises with  which  he  was  connected,  and 
in  whose  direction  his  intelligence  and  fore- 
sight were  amply  demonstrated. 

John  Nesbit,  the  grandfather  of  John  L. 
Nesbit,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  married 
Anna  Matthews,  who  was  born  in  Ireland. 
They  removed  to  Venango  county,  Pa.,  from 
Ohio  in  1842,  settling  in  French  Creek  town- 
ship and  living  on  a  farm  until  Mr.  Nesbit 's 
retirement,  after  which  they  resided  in  Utica. 
He  died  there  in  1871,  his  widow  in  1875. 
They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Thomas  Nesbit,  son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Matthews)  Nesbit,  was  born  April  19,  1835, 
in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a  small  boy 
when  the  family  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  well  educated  for  the  times,  and  when  sev- 
enteen years  old  began  teaching,  being  occupied 
with  that  profession  and  clerking,  as  well  as 
work  on  the  home  farm,  until  after  he  reached 
his  majority.  In  1857  he  went  into  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Utica,  retaining  his  interest 
in  the  store  until  1885,  though  he  was  not 
actively  connected  with  it  from  187.S,  having 
acquired  other  interests  which  took  up  his 
attention.  He  was  a  part  owner  of  the  Utica 
flour  mills  for  many  years,  was  engaged  in 
fanning,  and  from  1880  until  his  death  was 
associated  with  banking,  having  become  a 
stockholder  in  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Franklin 
that  year.  In  the  middle  eighties  he  was 
elected  vice  president  of  the  bank,  of  which 
he  became  cashier  in  1893,  serving  as  such  un- 
til 190S.  Mr.  Nesbit  was  a  substantial,  self- 
made  man  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him  for 
his  many  admirable  qualities  and  upright  life. 
He  died  Sept.  27,  1910,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Mill  Creek  cemetery  in  French  Creek  town- 
ship. In  religion  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  in 
politics  a  Democrat. 
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Mr.  Nesbit  married  Clara  Leasher,  who 
died  in  1876,  leaving  two  children,  John  L. 
and  Clara.  To  his  second  marriage,  with  Effie 
Gallagher,  was  born  one  daughter,  Ethel. 

John  L.  Nesbit  was  bom  July  13,  1874,  at 
Utica,  Pa.,  arid  there  passed  his  boyhood".  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  Utica,  and  subsequently  he  attended 
Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  and 
Westminster  College,  at  New  Wilmington, 
Pa.,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1895.  Then  he  followed  with  a  law  course  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1898, 
and  upon  its  completion  he  returtied  to  Ve- 
nango county  and  read  law  with  the  late  Judge 
Heydrick,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April, 
1899.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  was 
associated  in  practice  with  Carl  I.  Heydrick, 
under  the  firm  style  of  Heydrick  and  Nesbit, 
this  connection  lasting  until  1907,  when  Mr. 
Heydrick  died.  Mr.  Nesbit  has  since  practiced 
alone.  His  law  office  is  in  the  Exchange  Bank 
building.  Mr.  Nesbit  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Exchange  Bank,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
directors  of  that  institution  since  1912.  Aside 
from  business  one  of  his  principal  interests  is 
politics,  in  which  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  the  value  of  his  services 
has  been  recognized  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
has  been  chosen  for  county  chairman.  He  is  also 
well  known  socially,  belonging  to  the  Franklin 
Club,  the  lodge  of  Elks  at  Franklin  and  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  as  a  member  of  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Venango  Chap- 
ter, No.  211,  R.  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Council,  No. 
142,  R.  &  S.  M.;  Franklin  Commandery,  No. 
44,  K.  T. ;  Coudersport  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.  N.  M.  S.,  at  Erie. 

Mr.  Nesbit  married  Mrs.  Amanda  (\'in- 
cent)  Farrell,  daughter  of  A.  E.  and  Martha 
Vincent. 

DAVID  L.  TRAX,  late  of  Oil  City,  was  a 
man  whose  strength  of  character  has  left  its 
impression  upon  all  the  interests  with  which 
he  was  associated  in  the  course  of  a  fruitful 
life — and  they  were  many.  In  business  he 
was  accorded  a  leading  place  almost  from  his 
arrival  in  Venango  county,  in  the  early  sixties, 
and  many  substantial  evidences  of  his  title  to 
such  position  still  exist  in  the  community 
where  he  made  his  home.  His  influence  upon 
its  civic  and  moral  betterment  was  always 
used  to  good  advantage,  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  best  ideals  of  citizenship ;  and  his  sons 
have    followed    in   his    footsteps,    their   solid 


worth  and  admirable  personal  standards  in- 
dicating the  same  traits  which  brought  this 
name  respect  in  their  father's  day.  For  prob- 
ity, for  diligence  in  the  pursuit  of  laudable 
ambitions,  disinterested  conceptions  of  good 
government  and  general  excellence,  David  L. 
Trax  and  his  sons  have  been  granted  honor- 
able standing  among  their  fellow  men. 

The  first  of  the  Trax  family  in  this  country 
was  Louis  Trax,  father  of  David  L.  Trax.  He 
came  to  America  from  Straissburg,  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  in  which  province  he  was  born  in 
1794,  being  a  youth  of  nineteen  upon  his  ar- 
rival here,  in  18 14.  Settling  in  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  where  Wilkinsburg  now  stands, 
he  was  employed  upon  the  farm  of  Judge 
Wilkins  and  remained  in  that  locality  until  his 
death,  in  1883.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Gass,  was  bom  in  Basel,  Swit- 
zerland, and  came  to  this  country  in  her  early 
childhood,  with  her  parents  settling  in  Alle- 
gheny county,  where  she  met  and  was  married 
to  Louis  Trax,  whom  she  survived  two  years, 
passing  away  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  To  this 
couple  fifteen  children  were  born,  of  whom 
four  survive,  viz.:  Amelia  Hultz  (widow), 
who  was  the  wife  of  Edward  H.  Hultz ;  Hen- 
rietta Phillips  (widow),  who  was  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Phillips;  Sally  Sheets,  wife  of  Edvvard 
Sheets;  and  Frederick  Z.  Trax,  who  is  con- 
nected with  the  Kramer  Wagon  Company  as 
treasurer.  The  following  of  said  family  are 
now  deceased :  John ;  Jacob ;  William ;  Eliza, 
who  was  the  wife  of  George  Emerich ;  Sarah, 
who  died  young ;  Louise,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Henry  Peollot;  Lewis;  Daniel  B.,  and  David 
L.,  who  is  hereinafter  mentioned. 

David  L.  Trax  was  bom  Feb.  24,  1836,  in 
Allegheny  county,  a  short  distance  from  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  that  county.  In  early  life  he  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith,  at  Pittsburgh,  and  it 
proved  to  be  the  foundation  of  his  life  work. 
Before  leaving  Pittsburgh  he  had  several 
years'  experience  as  a  journeyman  and  was  in 
business  for  himself  a  short  time,  until  at- 
tracted to  this  region  by  the  activities  in  the 
oil  fields.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he 
and  a  number  of  companions  formed  a  vol- 
unteer company  of  infantry  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  William  Espey,  and  after 
several  months  of  drilling  on  the  old  Com- 
mons in  Allegheny  county  offered  their  serv- 
ices to  Governor  Curtin.  Owing  to  the  large 
number  of  previous  enlistments,  they  were 
notified  that  there  were  not  sufficient  funds 
for  the  equipment  of  the  company  at  that  time, 
whereupon  most  of  the  boys  returned  to  their 
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homes  discouraged  by  their  experience.  Mr. 
Trax,  however,  came  into  the  oil  country,  mak- 
ing the  trip  up  the  Allegheny  in  the  old  river 
steamer  "Allegheny  Belle,"  landing  at  what 
is  now  Oil  City  and  proceeding  up  Oil  creek 
on  foot,  in  search  of  employment.  He  soon 
found  plenty  of  work  at  the  wells  as  an  oil 
well  driller  and  general  blacksmith,  being  first 
engaged  with  James  Graves,  blacksmith,  whose 
shop  was  located  near  the  comer  of  what  is 
now  Duncomb  and  Elm  streets,  and  while  with 
him  had  his  first  oil  well  experience,  when 
called  upon  to  devise  some  sort  of  implement 
that  would  release  a  string  of  tools  which  had 
"stuck"  in^an  oil  well  then  drilling  upon  what 
is  now  the  site  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building. 
The  appliance  he  made  worked  successfully 
the  first  time  it  was  tried,  and  later,  after  he 
had  acquired  a  blacksmith  shop  of  his  own, 
he  made  the  first  pair  of  solid  steel  jars  used 
in  the  oil  country.  He  worked  for  John  and 
Francis  Halyday,  sons  of  James  Halyday  (a 
pioneer  in  this  part  of  the  county),  who  had 
purchased  the  Lew  Gordon  blacksmith  shop, 
located  near  the  present  site  of  the  City  build- 
ing in  Oil  City,  and  on  June  i,  1862,  bought 
them  out.  It  was  in  a  very  modest  way  that 
he  commenced  for  himself,  doing  horseshoe- 
ing and  general  blacksmithing,  but  the  busi- 
ness was  thriving,  and  he  was  commanding  a 
lucrative  patronage,  when  he  lost  heavily  by 
the  disastrous  flood  of  March  17,  1865,  which 
covered  the  entire  "flats"  in  Oil  City.  Only  a 
year  later  his  buildings  and  property  were 
totally  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  which  swept 
over  the  same  "flats,"  on  May  25,  1866,  so 
that  he  had  to  begin  all  over  again.  In  spite 
of  these  two  catastrophes  he  rebuilt,  in  1868, 
the  new  shop  being  much  better  arranged  and 
equipped,  with  modem  appliances  and  ma- 
chinery of  all  kinds  necessary  to  accommodate 
the  local  trade,  including  a  steam  hammer  and 
other  up-to-date  devices.  With  his  new  fa- 
cilities he  was  able  to  undertake  the  manufac- 
ture of  oil  well  tools  and  supplies,  in  which 
line  he  built  up  a  very  large  patronage,  giving 
employment  to  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
blacksmiths.  He  gave  up  this  line  of  manu- 
facture in  the  spring  of  1876  and  turned  to 
the  making  of  carriages  and  heavy  wagons, 
for  which  there  was  then  a  great  demand  in 
the  oil  country,  and  continued  in  this  business 
and  the  manufacture  of  machinery  during  the 
rest  of  his  life.  The  trade  continued  to  ex- 
pand, and  in  1879  Mr.  Trax  entered  into  part- 
nership with  W.  J.  Kramer  under  the  name  of 
Trax  &  Kramer,  forming  a  close  business  as- 
sociation with  Mr.  Kramer  which  lasted  until 


the  close  of  his  life.  He  moved  his  establish- 
ment across  Seneca  street  opposite  the  place 
of  business  of  Mr.  Kramer,  who  conducted  a 
wagon  shop  on  Elm  street,  and  they  began 
to  build  wagons,  one  supplying  the  iron  work, 
while  the  other  constructed  the  wooden  part. 
After  they  joined  forces  they  followed  the 
business  on  a  larger  scale,  the  establishment 
so  increasing  in  size  and  importance  that  it 
was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  "Kramer 
Wagon  Company,"  and  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  industries  of  that  kind  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  sending  its  products  to  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  Mexico  and  South 
America,  wherever  oil  has  been  found.  The 
estate  of  Mr.  Trax  is  still  interested  in  the 
establishment.  A  full  share  of  the  credit  for 
the  success  of  the  business  must  be  given  to 
him,  and  he  also  acquired  other  important  in- 
terests in  the  course  of  time,  principally  in  the 
local  oil  fields  as  a  producer,  in  which  capacity 
he  made  extensive  investments;  he  was  as- 
sociated with  the  Roess  Brothers  (Louis  and 
Christian)  in  successful  oil  operations  in  the 
McKean  county  fields  in  1878-79.  He  was 
always  interested  in  agriculture,  was  a  director 
of  the  Citizens'  Banking  Company  for  several 
years,  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first 
building  and  loan  association  in  Oil  City,  and 
with  Mr.  Kramer  erected  a  number  of  sub- 
stantial buildings  in  the  city,  among  them  the 
hall  of  Oil  City  Lodge,  I.  O.-  O.  P.,  on  South 
Seneca  street,  and  the  three-story  building  on 
Elm  street  where  the  Kramer  Wagon  Com- 
pany did  business  before  the  construction  of 
the  present  plant,  in  West  End  borough. 

Mr.  Trax  was  not  only  an  able  business 
man,  but  also  a  broadminded  citizen,  with 
definite  ideas  of  his  responsibilities  toward 
the  community,  though  he  had  no  special 
aspirations  for  the  honors  of  office.  How- 
ever, he  served  a  term  in  the  council,  during 
the  administration  of  Mayor  I.  M.  Sowers. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Pro- 
hibition party,  and  a  generous  and  sympathe- 
tic supporter  of  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  it 
was  largely  through  his  efforts  that  its  first 
permanent  home  was  purchased.  He  was 
especially  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Trinity 
M.  E.  Church,  which  he  served  faithfully  in 
the  offices  of  trustee,  class  leader  and  stew- 
ard, being  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  prom- 
inent members.  He  discharged  all  his  church 
duties  with  the  utmost  fidelity,  acting  as  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trustees  from  Sept.  30, 
1873,  until  his  death,  a  period  of  almost  forty 
years,  and  being  the  last  survivor  of  those 
who  were  trustees  at  the  dedication  of  the 
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present  church  building,  in  1876;  his  name  is 
one  of  those  cast  on  the  large  bell.  His  death 
occurred  July  30,  1913,  at  his  home  in  Oil 
City,  and  he  is  buried  there,  in  Grove  Hill 
cemetery.  His  widow  continues  to  reside  at 
their  old  home,  No.  1147  West  First  street, 
in  that  section  of  Oil  City  known  as  West  End 
borough. 

On  May  22,  1862,  Mr.  Trax  was  married  at 
Oil  City  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hogue,  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  S.  Hogue,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Harry  Brady ;  Maxwell  P., 
who  died  when  three  months  old ;  Judson  D. ; 
Frederick  H.,  now  an  oil  producer  of  War- 
ren, Pa.;  David  L.,  Jr.,  who  died  when 
twenty-six  years  old,  August  25,  1905;  and 
Elizabeth,  who  died  when  three  months  old. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Hogue)  Trax  was 
bom  in  1845  '"  Cranberry  township,  Venango 
county,  and  has  lived  in  this  immediate  vicin- 
ity all  her  life,  her  youth  being  spent  on  the 
farms  now  forming  the  business  districts  of 
Oil  City.  Her  father,  Ebenezer  S.  Hogue,  a 
native  of  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  came  to  Ven- 
ango county  in  1844,  taking  up  a  large  tract 
of  land  in  what  is  now  the  village  of  Pinoak, 
Cranberry  township,  part  of  which  he  cleared 
during  his  residence  thereon.  Selling  out,  he 
removed  in  1865  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
farmed  during  the  rest  of  his  active  years, 
remaining  there  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
mnety-one.  He  married  Julia  Anna  Kline- 
felter, also  from  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  who 
died  in  Wisconsin  when  sixty-five  years  old, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children : 
John,  who  died  in  the  Civil  war;  Leah  Jane, 
Mrs.  James  Bannon;  Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  D.  L. 
Trax :  Hiram,  deceased ;  Nancy.  Mrs.  Newton 
\'an  Wart ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Millard  Johnson ;  and 
two  who  died  young. 

Harry  Brady  Trax  w^s  bom  at  Oil  City 
May  18,  1865,  and  grew  up  there,  acquiring  a 
public  school  education  in  the  Oil  City  schools. 
He  learned  blacksmithing.  and  was  employed 
with  his  father  for  a  number  of  years,  gaining 
a  familiarity  with  machinery  that  has  been 
invaluable  to  him  in  his  own  enterprises,  par- 
ticularly since  he  became  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  oil,  which  he  began  in  1890.  His 
first  operations  in  this  line  were  in  Cranberry 
township,  near  Oil  City,  on  land  belonging  to 
his  father,  and  after  three  years  in  that  loca- 
tion he  removed  to  his  present  place  in  the 
same  township,  in  the  vicinity  of  Victory, 
where  he  owns  seventy-five  acres,  formerly 
one  of  his  father's  holdings,  and  which  he 
farms  to  some  extent,  most  of  his  lands  being 
well   adapted   for  agriculture.     By   judicious 


management  he  is  getting  very  good  returns 
for  the  labor  and  capital  he  has  expended 
upon  the  development  of  his  property.  He 
has  been  a  very  useful  member  of  the  com- 
nmnity,  exerting  his  influence  wherever  it  will 
have  the  best  effect  on  local  affairs.  For  the 
last  five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
to^vnship  school  board.  The  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  long  counted  him  among 
its  most  valued  Sunday  school  and  congre- 
gational workers,  and  fratemally  he  affiliates 
with  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  holding  membership  in 
Lodge  No.  783  at  Cranberry. 

Mr.  Trax  married  Ida  Bell  White,  daughter 
of  Irwin  White,  of  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  and 
children  as  follows  have  been  bom  to  them : 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ernest  Bowman, 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Alice  R.,  wife  of 
Dr.  'W.  D.  Aughenbaugh,  a  physician  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. ;  Edith  Viola,  wife  of  W.  T.  Rapp, 
of  Oklahoma;  David  L.,  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  in  France;  Dorothy 
Bell;  Paul  Oscar;  Thomas  A.;  Mary  Louise; 
Ruth  Elaine;  Frances,  who  died  when  two 
and  a  half  years  old;  and  a  son  that  died  in 
infancy. 

Judson  D.  Trax,  second  son  of  the  late 
David  L.  Trax,  was  bom  Dec.  24,  i8j59,  at  Oil 
City,  and  obtained  his  early  education  in  its 
public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  in  1887.  In  1888  he  became  a  student 
at  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1892,  the  same  year  entering  the 
offices  of  Ash  and  Speer,  with  whom  he  read 
law  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  Janu- 
ary, 1895,  i"  \'enango  county.  Within  a 
short  time,  in  May.  1895,  he  joined  forces 
with  William  M.  Parker  in  the  practice  of 
law,  and  the  firm  of  Trax  and  Parker  has  con- 
tinued to  the  present  one  of  the  strongest  legal 
combinations  in  the  county,  both  partners  be- 
ing men  of  undisputed  ability  and  attain- 
ments in  their  profession.  They  were  first 
located  in  the  Oil  City  Savings  Bank  building, 
now  the  Oil  City  National  Bank  building, 
where  they  remained  until  removing  to  their 
present  location  in  IQ16,  having  purchased 
what  was  formerly  the  "Exchange  Hotel" 
property  before  their  removal  and  remodeled 
it  thoroughly  for  their  own  office  purposes. 
As  attorneys,  Trax  and  Parker  have  a  clien- 
tele whose  personnel  and  important  connec- 
tions are  sufficient  to  vouch  for  the  high  stand- 
ing necessary  in  their  legal  representatives, 
and  they  command  a  large  share  of  the  most 
particular  law  business  done  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Trax  is  also  president  of  the 
Kramer  Wagon  Company  of  Oil  City.     He 
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has  high  social  connections,  including  mem- 
bership in  the  Ivy  Club,  the  Venango  Club 
and  the  Boat  Club,  as  well  as  the  Phi  Delta 
Phi  (l^al)  and  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  fraternities 
of  Cornell  University. 

Mr.  Trax  married  Musa  Merritt,  daughter 
of  E.  A.  and  Salina  Merritt,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Judson  E.  and  Virginia. 

Fred  H.  Trax,  the  youngest  member  of 
the  family,  was  bom  Aug.  22,  1872,  and  now 
resides  in  Warren,  Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  production  of  oil.  In  1898  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Belle  Stewart,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  and 
they  have  four  children:  Louis,  Elizabeth, 
Frederick  and  John. 

GEORGE  A.  READY,  Sr.,  is  carrying  on 
the  quarry  business  established  about  fifty 
years  ago  by  his  father,  the  late  David  Ready, 
at  Oil  City,  the  stone  for  many  of  the  most 
substantial  structures  in  the  city  and  vicinity 
having  come  from  their  plant. 

The  Ready  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  David 
Ready,  grandfather  of  George  A.  Ready,  Sr., 
having  lived  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  where 
he  followed  carpet  weaving  throughout  his 
active  years.  After  his  son  David  was  settled 
at  Oil  City  he  sent  for  his  father  and  mother, 
and  they  joined  him  there.  He  built  twin 
houses  in  East  Third  street,  in  the  Sixth  ward, 
one  for  his  own  parents  and  the  other  for  his 
wife's  parents.  David  Ready,  the  elder,  lived 
to  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  and  his 
wife  were  Presbyterians  in  religious  belief. 
They  had  the  following  family:  Elizabeth, 
Johnson,  Charles  and  David,  the  daughter,  a 
resident  of  Oil  City  and  now  (1918)  eighty- 
nine  years  old,  being  the  only  survivor  at  this 
writing;  she  married  John  McClure. 

David  Ready,  son  of  David,  above,  was  born 
in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  Oct.  i,  1839,  and 
came  to  America  when  a  boy  of  eleven  with 
his  sister,  several  years  older.  They  made  the 
voyage  to  New  York  by  sailing  vessel,  and 
proceeded  directly  to  Canada,  going  first  to 
Ontario,  and  from  the  original  location  to 
Rockwood,  near  by  (Mr.  Ready  named  the 
place  on  the  Pennsylvania  road  in  Venango 
county,  where  he  had  his  quarry,  Rockwood,  it 
being  later  changed  to  Rockmere).  David 
Ready  was  in  Canada  until  after  marriage, 
farming,  and  not  long  afterward  removed  to 
Michigan,  where  he  was  also  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural work.  Coming  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  dur- 
ing the  oil  excitement,  in  1865,  he  made  a  per- 
manent settlement  here,  building  both  houses 
which  he  occupied,  the  second  being  the 
present  home  of  his  son  George,  at  No.  151 


West  Third  street.  He  operated  the  Oil  City 
quarries  below  the  Oil  City  Hospital,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  had  his  son  George  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  this  business,  which  has  be- 
come an  important  local  industry.  Mr.  Ready 
took  a  public-spirited  interest  in  municipal 
aflFairs,  representing  both  the  Fourth  and  Sixth 
wards  in  the  council,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber twelve  years.  He  was  affiliated  with  I..a- 
tonia  Lodge,  No.  1018,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Oil  City, 
and  held  membership  in  Trinity  M.  E.  Church. 
His  death  occurred  March  26,  1913,  after  an 
active,  useful  life,  and  he  is  buried  in  Grove 
Hill  cemetery. 

Mr.  Ready  married  Elizabeth  Lewis,  who 
was  bom  Aug.  i,  1844,  in  the  Province  of  On- 
tario, Canada,  directly  across  from  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  Four  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely:  Leida,  wife  of  Capt,  Robert  K. 
Wright,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  William  J.,  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia;  George  A.,  of  Oil 
City;  and  Martha,  wife  of  William  H.  Burn- 
ham,  of  York,  Pa.  Captain  Wright  was  a  sea 
captain  and  on  the  ship  **Abraham  Lincoln'* 
when  she  went  down,  losing  all  his  worldly 
goods  in  that  disaster.  He  was  representative 
from  the  United  States  to  China  and  Japan 
during  Cleveland's  administration,  and  in 
recognition  of  his  acceptable  services  was  pre- 
sented by  those  governments  with  a  robe  val- 
ued at  three  thousand  dollars.  Mrs.  Wright 
is  now  engaged  in  work  at  the  cantonment  at 
Portland,  Oregon. 

John  Lewis,  father  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Lewis)  Ready,  was  superintendent  of  docks 
on  the  Welland  canal  in  Canada  for  some 
years.  He  was  born  in  Londonderry,  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years,  he  and  his  wife  Jane  (Moffet) 
spending  their  last  days  at  Oil  City,  where  as 
previously  related  Mr.  Ready  built  a  home  for 
them.  They  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Martha,  widow  of  Charles  Ready,  now  living 
at  Saginaw,  Mich. ;  William,  a  resident  of 
Chicago,  111. ;  John ;  and  Elizabeth.  Mrs.  David 
Ready. 

George  A.  Ready,  Sr.,  was  born  Feb.  8, 
1865,  at  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  and  was  brought  to 
Oil  City  in  June.  1865,  growing  up  here.  He 
had  the  advantages  of  the  excellent  public 
schools,  attending  high  school,  and  when  old 
enough  began  to  assist  his  father  in  the  stone 
business  at  the  Oil  City  quarries  below  the 
present  site  of  the  Oil  City  Hospital,  also  hav- 
ing: another  quarry  above  Rockmere  from 
which  similar  material  was  taken.  The  out- 
put consists  principally  of  foundation  stones 
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for  bridge  work  and  ordinary  building,  stone 
having  been  furnished  for  the  Suspension 
bridge  and  Petroleum  bridge-piers,  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Lamberton  National  Bank  and 
"Collins  House"  (now  the  "Arlington 
Hotel"),  the  stone  work  in  the  National  Tran- 
sit Company's  buildings — foundation  of  both 
and  stone  trimmings  for  new  building  on 
Seneca  street,  the  foundations  for  the  First 
National  Bank  and  the  McCoUum  block  (built 
by  John  McCollum),  the  retaining  wall  along- 
side the  Valley  depot,  on  the  South  Side,  all 
from  the  Oil  City  quarries.  Mr.  Ready  also 
did  all  the  stone  work  on  the  Western  New 
York  &  Pennsylvania  railroad  (now  the  Penn- 
sylvania road),  and  furnished  the  large  quan- 
tities of  stone  needed  for  the  grade  crossing 
work  of  that  road  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  has 
filled  many  other  large  contracts  besides  those 
mentioned.  Mr.  Ready  was  associated  with 
his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  after  which 
he  took  over  the  entire  management  of  the 
business,  continuing  its  expansion  until  the 
volume  has  now  reached  large  proportions. 

Mr.  Ready  married  Ida  J.  Felmlee,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Clara  Louise, 
born  July  i6,  1892,  and  George  A.,  Jr.,  born 
July  6,  1896,  both  living  at  home.  They  were 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Oil  City,  attending 
high  school,  and  the  son  is  now  engaged  as 
'chief  clerk  to  the  supervisor  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Company  at  Oil  City.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ready  are" members  of  Grace  M.  E. 
Church,  while  their  son  and  daughter  attend 
the  Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Ready 
is  well  known  in  the  membership  of  Lodge  No. 
344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  and  the  Modern  Wocxlmen, 
both  at  Oil  City.  He  is  a  Republican  on  poli- 
tical issues. 

David  Felmlee,  father  of  Mrs.  George  A. 
Ready,  was  born  in  1834  near  Reading,  Pa., 
and  has  long  been  a  farmer  in  Cranberry 
township,  owning  a  fine  property  there.  He 
married  Fiett  Bortz,  who  was  bom  in  that 
township  in  or  near  Oil  City,  and  died  in  June. 
^9^7*  aged  sixty-seven  years.  Mr.  Felmlee 
has  been  a  prominent  man  in  his  locality,  hav- 
ing served  his  township  ten  years  as  school 
director  and  twenty  years  as  supervisor.  Poli- 
tically he  has  supported  the  Republican  partv. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 
Five  children  were  born  to  his  marriage  with 
Fiett  Bortz,  namely:  Mabel  is  the  wife  of 
Harry  Dolby,  of  Oil  City;  Ida  Jane,  born  in 
Cranberry  township,  is  the  wife  of  George  A. 
Ready:  Frank,  of  Seneca,  Venango  county, 
married  Emma  Morehead ;  John  and  his  wife 


Ola  live  at  Ten  Mile  Bottom,  Venango  county ; 
Edward,  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  married  Iva  Pattig. 

JOHN  H.  LAVEkY,  late  of  Franklin,  was 
a  man  of  high  character  and  substantial 
worth,  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  line  of  business 
in  this  section,  and  greatly  esteemed  among 
both  personal  and  business  associates.  For 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  carried  on 
a  mill  and  dealt  in  flour  and  feed  and  similar 
commodities,  and  his  establishment  is  now 
operated  by  his  sons,  who  give  promise  of  ad- 
hering to  the  principles  which  brought  their 
father  prosperity  and  the  goodwill  of  his  fel- 
low citizens.  The  plant  was  originally  known 
as  the  Franklin  City  Mill,  the  business  title  at 
present  being  J.  H.  La  very 's  Sons. 

Mr.  Lavery  was  bom  near  Albion,  N.  Y., 
aind  his  early  years  were  spent  in  rural  sur- 
roundings. His  education  and  training  were 
of  the  most  practical  sort,  and  though  he  gave 
up  farming  when  twenty- four  yfears  old  and 
never  resumed  it  the  experience  was  good  for 
him,  developing  habits  of  industry  and  self- 
reliance  which  would  have  been  useful  in  any 
circumstances.  Having  decided  to  change  his 
occupation,  he  went  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  teaming  for  a  time,  and  was 
also  interested  in  oil  wells  at  that  location.  In 
the  year  1889  he  came  to  Franklin,  Venango 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  became  associated  with 
Pearson  &  Weston,  grain  and  feed  merchants. 
After  a  year's  connection  with  the  firm  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Weston,  from 
which  time  the  business  was  conducted  under 
the  name  of  Pearson  &  Lavery  until  1908. 
They  prospered  and  erected  the  fine  mill  on 
North  Thirteenth  street,  in  the  Third  ward  of 
Franklin,  where  the  manufacture  of  flour  has 
since  been  carried  on.  In  1908  Mr.  Lavery 
bought  Mr.  Pearson's  interest,  and  for  a  time 
conducted  the  business  alone  under  the  firm 
style  of  J.  H.  Lavery,  which  was  retained 
until  his  death,  Aug.  12,  1916.  In  addition 
to  manufacturing  flour  and  feed  he  dealt  in 
those  articles  and  also  in  hay,  straw,  salt  and 
seeds,  having  a  large  trade  built  up  by  his 
own  exertions.  He  had  his  office  at  Thir- 
teenth and  Otter  streets,  also  maintained  by 
his  sons,  who  have  endeavored  to  keep  the 
stock  and  business  up  to  the  high  standards 
which  he  established.  Mr.  Lavery  developed 
into  a  competent  business  man,  and  was  highly 
regarded  by  all  who  had  dealings  with  him. 
He  was  progressive  and  farsighted,  taking  a 
keen  interest  in  the  general  welfare  as  well 
as  in  his  immediate  concerns,  and  living  up 
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to  all  the  demands  of  good  citizenship.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  barely  past  his  prime, 
and  his  taking  away  was  w^idely  and  sincerely 
mourned.  In  religion  he  was  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic. 

Mr.  Lavery  married  Carrie  J.  Josklin,  who 
still  makes  her  home  at  Franklin.  Of  the  six 
children  bom  to  them,  Martha  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  McNamara ;  Alice  is  married  to  John 
Myers ;  George  E.  is  now  one  of  the  owners 
of  his  father's  mill;  Mary  Ethyle  is  the  wife 
of  Daniel  O'Neill ;  F.  Lee  and  Anna  complete 
the  family,  the  last  named  living  at  home. 

F.  Lee  Lavery  was  born  in  1891  at  Frank- 
lin, Pa.,  and  was  reared  in  that  city,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  When  old 
enough  he  began  to  assist  his  father  in  the 
business,  with  which  he  became  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar and  to  which  he  has  devoted  all  his 
time,  he  and  his  brother  becoming  owners  of 
the  mill  and  trade  after  their  father  died.  They 
are  energetic  workers  and  well  qualified  by 
temperament  and  training  to  handle  their  large 
patronage,  which  is  showing  a  healthy  increase 
in  both  branches.  Personally  they  are  steady 
and  capable,  possessing  qualities  that  go  to 
make  up  the  best  citizenship. 

Mr.  Lavery  married  Kathryn  Eckert,  and 
they  have  had  one  child.  Mary  Madeline. 

SAMUEL  REED  WESTON,  of  Irwin 
township,  owns  and  operates  the  old  farm 
where  his  father  settled  over  sixty  years  ago, 
and  which  by  the  industry  of  father  and  son, 
in  turn,  has  been  transformed  from  a  wild 
tract  to  a  state  of  profitable  fertility,  being  one 
of  the  most  desirable  properties  in  this  section 
of  Venango  county.  Mr.  Weston  has  in- 
creased his  substance  by  thrift  and  capable 
management,  qualities  which  have  also  com- 
mended him  to  his  fellow  citizens  as  well  fitted 
for  the  public  service,  and  he  has  filled  a  num- 
ber of  the  township  offices  to  their  thorough 
satisfaction.  Mr.  Weston  was  only  in  his 
eighth  year  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  this  county,  the  family  moving  from  Law- 
rence county,  where  they  had  made  their  home 
for  several  years. 

George  and  Anna  M.  (Hall)  Weston, 
parents  of  Samuel  Reed  Weston,  spent  their 
early  lives  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  Mrs. 
Weston  having  been  reared  in  the  town  of 
Huntingdon.  Late  in  1846  they  moved  across 
the  mountains  to  Lawrence  county,  settling  at 
Neshannock  Falls,  near  New  Castle,  where 
they  remained  until  their  removal  to  Venango 
county  in  1854.  Coming  to  Irwin  township 
George  Weston  secured  part  of  the  farm  now 


occupied  by  his  son  S.  Reed  Weston,  paying 
about  four  hundred  dollars  for  fifty  acres 
whose  only  improvements  were  a  log  house  and 
stable.  Fifteen  acres  had  been  cleared  at  one 
time,  but  had  been  allowed  to  revert  to  a 
wild  state,  so  that  the  Westons  had  to  do 
practically  all  the  work  involved  in  reclaiming 
the  tract.  But  this  did  not  discourage  Mn 
Weston,  who  was  a  great  worker.  As  a  young 
man  he  had  been  employed  around  furnaces, 
cutting  cordwood,  etc.,  and  he  was  accustomed 
to  industry.  His  well  directed  eflforts  had 
their  reward  in  time,  for  he  not  only  put  his 
original  holding  under  cultivation,  but  added 
another  fifty  acres  to  it,  retaining  most  of  this 
land  until  his  .death,  at  which  time  the  farm 
covered  its  present  area,  eighty-nine  acres. 
He  brought  the  property  into  excellent  condi- 
tion in  every  respect,  and  kept  it  up  with  solici- 
tous forethought,  providing  well  for  the  future 
and  laying  his  plans  intelligently,  to  be  carried 
out  systematically.  He  died  in  the  early 
eighties,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and 
his  wife  survived  to  the  age  of  eighty-seven, 
making  her  home  with  her  son  Reed  until  her 
decease.  Of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  them 
eleven  are  still  living  (1917),  viz.:  David  M. 
served  three  years  during  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  the  ist  Pennsylvania  Artillery  un- 
der Captain  Cooper,  of  New  Castle,  and  was 
on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  having  never 
been  robust  after  his  military  service;  Lena 
married  Samuel  Sopher,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years:  Martha  is  living  at  Oil 
City,  the  widow  of  John  W.  Dunlap,  who  was 
a  Civil  war  veteran ;  Samuel  Reed  is  mentioned 
below :  William  is  a  farmer  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship, this  county;  Jane  married  Calvin  Mont- 
gomery, of  Ohio  City,  Ohio;  Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  John  McCormick,  now  of  Bakerville, 
Okla.  (he  served  in  the  Civil  war  from  Ve- 
nango county)  ;  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Richard 
Adams;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Adams,  of 
Irwin  toavnship;  Julia  is  married  to  Ayres 
Hoffman,  of  Butler  county;  Marjorie  is  the 
wife  of  Edward  Cocaine,  of  Butler  county; 
Adeline,  Mrs.  Walter  Adams,  lives  in  Irwin 
township;  George  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Galena-Signal  Oil  Company  at  Franklin. 

Samuel  Reed  Weston  was  born  Oct.  19, 
1846,  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  and  was 
four  weeks  old  when  the  family  moved  to 
Lawrence  county.  He  received  his  early  edu- 
cation there,  but  was  reared  mainly  in  Irwin 
township,  Venango  county,  at  his  present 
home,  which  is 'a  mile  from  the  present  tow^n 
of  Mechanicsville  (post  office  Wesley),  on  the 
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Mill  road.  Though  only  a  youth  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  he  was  in  the  Union  army 
for  eighteen  months,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K,  4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  attached 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  he  saw  much  field  service,  taking 
part  in  every  action  in  which  his  command 
was  engaged,  was  never  wounded  or  captured. 
He  was  present  at  Lee's  surrender,  and  was 
not  discharged  until  July  i,  1865,  the  regiment 
having  been  kept  on  duty  at  Lynchburg  until 
that  date.  His  first  fight  was  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness.  After  his  army  experience 
he  returned  home,  but  soon  went  out  to  Mis- 
souri, where  he  spent  three  years.  He  also 
worked  in  the  oil  regions  a  year  before  his 
marriage,  at  which  time  he  bought  a  farm  on 
the  Yard  ridge,  making  his  home  at  thai 
place  for  the  next  eight  years.  But  he  had 
never  lost  his  liking  for  the  paternal  home- 
stead, and  he  returned  there  after  disposing  of 
the  property  just  mentioned,  buying  out  the 
other  heirs  gradually,  as  his  work  prospered, 
until  he  was  sole  owner.  He  has  been  improv- 
ing his  equipment  and  the  property  methodic- 
ally, having  a  fine  set  of  buildings  now,  the 
house  erected  in  1897,  ^^^  barn  eight  years 
ago.  Mr.  Weston  follows  general  farming  and 
keeps  good  stock.  In  fact,  there  is  evidence 
of  high  standards  all  about  the  place,  whose 
orderly  appearance  and  productive  acres  do 
him  great  credit. 

Though  a  Republican  in  political  principle 
Mr.  Weston  votes  independently,  being  broad 
enough  to  maintain  a  non-partisan  stand  where 
good  measures  are  involved,  especially  with 
relation  to  local  affairs.  His  fellow  citizens 
have  given  substantial  testimony  as  to  their 
opinion  of  his  ability  and  integrity,  having 
elected  him  to  such  township  offices  as  con- 
stable, tax  collector,  assessor  etc.,  in  all  of 
which  he  has  given  a  good  account  of  himself. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Me- 
chanicsville. 

On  Jan.  4,  1872,  Mr.  Weston  married  Mary 
Yard,  who  was  then  twenty  years  old.  They 
have  had  the  following  children:  Adella  E. 
is  now  the  wife  of  I.  B.  Markey,  a  carpenter, 
of  Youngstown,  Ohio;  Charles  H.  graduated 
from  Grove  City  Academy  and  later  attended 
Grove  City  College,  taught  for  a  time  in  Ve- 
nango county,  serv^ed  through  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  was  a  corporal  of  Company 
F,  i6th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  joined 
in  the  Reserve  Officers'  Training  Corps  at 
Camp  Benjamin  Harrison.  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
during  the  world  war;  Mary  was  a  music 
teacher   before   her  marriage   to  James    Mc- 


Cully,  of  Philadelphia,  a  real  estate  man; 
Frank  G.  is  at  present  engaged  in  operating  the 
home  farm  with  his  father;  Margaret,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  was  a 
talented  musician;  Carrie  B.  is  the  wife  of 
William  Cochran,  a  druggist,  of  Harrisville, 
Butler  Co.,  Pa. ;  Norman  C.  trained  with  Com- 
pany F,  i6th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  at  Camp 
Hancock,  Atlanta,  Ga.  (he  served  with  the 
regiment  on  the  Mexican  border)  ;  Bbnche  is 
the  wife  of  Julius  Woods,  of  Irwin  town- 
ship; Ethel  was  graduated  from  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Slippery  Rock  in  1916  and 
is  now  teaching  at  Allison  Park,  Allegheny 
county,  near  Pittsburgh. 

Mrs.  Weston  is  a  member  of  the  Yard 
family,  and  a  descendant  of  an  early  settler 
in  Irwin  township.  Her  great-grandfather, 
John  Yard,  came  to  this  country  from  England 
with  a  brother,  and  settled  on  land  here  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Weston's  brother,  C.  B.  Yard, 
passing  the  remainder  of  his  life  on  that  place. 
He  died  in  old  age.  His  sons  were  Solomon, 
Stephen,  Benson,  Chauncey  and  Benjamin  R., 
Solomon  dying  in  Venango  county,  Stephen  in 
Butler  county.  Benjamin  R.  Yard,  Mrs.  Wes- 
ton's grandfather,  lived  and  died  in  Irwin 
township,  reaching  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  He  is  buried  in  the  Pleasant  View 
cemetery,  and  belonged  to  the  Pleasant  View 
M.  E.  Church.  By  trade  he  was  a  cabinet- 
maker, but  he  spent  his  later  life  on  a  farm. 
By  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Hovis  he  had 
four  sons:  John;  Elijah,  a  merchant  and 
farmer  in  Irwin  township,  who  lived  to  be 
over  eighty  years  old;  Nicholas,  a  carpenter 
and  farmer  in  Irwin  township,  who  also 
reached  old  age ;  and  Israel,  now  advanced  in 
years,  living  near  Barkeyville,  same  township. 

John  Yard,  son  of  Benjamin  R.  Yard,  was 
born  in  1825  in  Irwin  township,  where  he  was 
reared.  After  his  marriage  he  spent  seven 
years  near  Qintonville,  in  1868  purchasing 
the  farm  where  his  son  C.  B.  Yard  now  lives, 
and  remaining  there  until  his  death,  in  May, 
191 5,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  built 
the  house  on  that  place  in  1878,  and  the  barn 
twenty-five  years  ago,  and  both  are  in  excel- 
lent condition  at  this  writing,  the  entire  prop- 
erty being  well  kept  up  by  the  present  owner 
as  it  was  by  his  father.  Mr.  Yard  was  an  in- 
telligent man,  of  high  principles,  a  lifelong 
member  of  the  Pleasant  View  M.  E.  Church, 
and  in  his  later  years  a  Prohibitionist  in  poli- 
tical association,  though  he  had  originally  been 
a  Republican.  He  was  a  subscriber  to  the 
"Christian  Advocate"  for  over  sixty  years. 
His  wife  died  in  October,  1913,  aged  eighty- 
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eight  years.  Of  their  family  the  following 
reached  maturity:  Mary,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Weston; 
Ellen,  Mrs.  Ames  Gilmore,  of  Mechanicsville ; 
Wilbur  M.,  of  Casper,  Wyo. ;  and  C.  B.  Yard. 

GEORGE  B.  BERINGER,  of  Sandy  Creek 
township,  is  interested  in  oil  production  in 
the  famous  Bullion  field  on  the  old  Beringer 
farm  in  Clinton  township,  which  was  the  cen- 
ter of  the  great  excitement  of  about  1877  ^^ 
that  region,  and  which  has  always  been  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  desirable  oil  tracts  in 
this  territory.  It  was  there  that  the  town  of 
Beringer  City,  named  after  the  family,  was 
established  when  the  boom  was  at  its  height. 
This  property  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Beringer  family  for  many  years,  having  been 
first  owned  by  George  Beringer,  grandfather 
of  George  B.  Beringer,  who  came  hither  from 
east  of  the  mountains. 

George  Beringer  was  bom  Feb.  i,  1809,  J" 
Bedford  county.  Pa.,  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Leim)  Beringer.  His  mother  died  when  he 
was  young,  and  his  father  remarried,  so 
George,  not  liking  his  stepmother,  started  out 
on  his  own  account  when  but  eleven  or  twelve 
years  old.  He  remained  near  the  old  home 
until  grown,  however,  and  came  to  Venango 
county  in  1836,  a  few  years  after  his  marriage. 
Here  he  was  first  employed  at  the  old  Van 
Buren  furnace,  in  1840  settling  on  a  tract  in 
Qinton  township  adjoining  the  land  which  be- 
came his  permanent  home,  and  turning  his  at- 
tention to  farming.  In  1850  he  purchased 
again,  becoming  the  owner  of  the  valuable 
property  which  has  since  remained  in  the 
Beringer  family,  about  a  mile  southeast  of  the 
present  Bullion  store.  One  of  its  most  at- 
tractive features  then  was  the  fact  that  four 
acres  were  cleared,  and  Mr.  Beringer  set  him- 
self to  work  to  continue  its  improvement,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful.  His  old  build- 
ings are  all  gone  now,  but  he  had  the  thrift 
to  provide  the  best  equipment  and  conveniences 
obtainable  in  his  day,  and  was  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  farmers  in  his  locality  long  before  the 
discovery  of  oil  enriched  him.  His  home  place 
had  nearly  three  hundred  acres,  and  he  gave 
each  of  his  children  a  farm.  About  1877  ^^1 
was  found  in  such  immense  stores  that  the 
farm  became  the  center  of  the  Bullion  field 
excitement.  A  big  well  on  the  Gealy  farm, 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  was  sunk,  and 
land  in  the  vicinity  was  immediately  in  de- 
mand. The  Phillips  Brothers  took  a  lease  on 
his  farm  soon  afteiHvard,  and  between  Febni- 
ary  and  July  of  1877  almost  two  hundred 
houses   were    built    there,    at    Beringer    City, 


stores  were  opened,  and  for  a  couple  of  years 
the  place  had-  an  era  of  wonderful  prosperity; 
When  the  oil  business  settled  down  on  a  steady 
basis  the  town  declined,  but  there  is  still  a 
small  settlement  there,  and  oil  production  has 
been  going  on  ever  since.  One  well  there, 
"old  22,"  yielded  seven  hundred  barrels  daily 
for  a  time.  About  thirty  fine  wells  were  sunk 
during  George  Beringer's  lifetime.  He  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  his  township, 
where  he  was  the  first  to  hold  the  office  of 
road  commissioner. 

In  December,  183 1,  Mr.  Beringer  married 
Margaret  Davis,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  only  one,  Manilla,  of  near 
Hadley,  Pa.,  surviving;  George  Washington, 
William,  John,  David  (of  Crawford  county) 
and  Jesse  are  all  deceased ;  Elizabeth  J.,  mar- 
ried   James    Shiner;    Sarah    married    David 

Hovis;  Martha  married  Jacob  P . 

George  Beringer,  the  father,  was  a  member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
a  Republican  in  political  conviction. 

George  Washington  Beringer,  son  of  George 
and  Margaret  (Davis)  Beringer,  was  born 
March  23,  1837,  and  was  reared  in  Clinton 
township,  having  such  educational  advantages 
as  the  common  schools  of  the  day  afforded. 
His  early  life  was  occupied  with  the  duties 
of  the  farm,  but  he  was  soon  engaged  in  the 
principal  industry  of  the  territory,  drilling  on 
Oil  creek  and  in  i860  entering  upon  the  con- 
struction of  derricks  for  local  producers. 
Later  he  commenced  producing  on  his  own 
account,  settling  at  Bullion  and  contracting  to 
drill  for  Phillips  Brothers  on  the  old  Beringer 
farm  during  the  great  excitement  already  re- 
ferred to.  He  and  his  brother  David  bought 
that  land  from  their  father,  and  later  pur- 
chased the  various  oil  leases  there,  and  some 
years  afterward  George  W.  Beringer  acquired 
his  brother's  interests,  becoming  sole  owner  of 
both  the  land  and  the  leases.  He  cultivated 
the  farm  and  kept  extending  the  oil  produc- 
tion there  as  well  as  in  other  fields  where  he 
was  interested,  and  when  he  died,  in  1898,  his 
estate  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the 
township. 

On  Sept.  18,  1862,  Mr.  Beringer  married, 
in  Cranberry  township,  Nancy  J.  Shiner, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Shiner,  of  Sandy  Creek 
township,  and  her  death  occurred  about  a  year 
before  his.  Children  as  follows  were  bom  to 
this  marriage:  Andrew  Chester,  bom  Nov. 
17,  1863,  is  deceased ;  Margaret  J.,  bom  March 
21,  1865,  married  William  J.  V.  Baumgardner, 
and  lives  at  Zelienople,  Butler  Co.,  Pa. ;  Art- 
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lessa,  born  Feb.  26,  1867,  married  Francis  A. 
Davis,  formerly  of  Qinton  township,  now  an 
oil  producer  at  Tulsa,  Okla. ;  George  B.  is 
mentioned  below ;  Lucetta  died  in  childhood ; 
John  F.,  bom  Dec.  12,  1872,  is  an  oil  driller 
in  Oklahoma;  Amelda  May,  born  Dec.  i,  1874, 
is  the  wife  of  S.  M.  Beighlea,  of  Polk,  Ve- 
nango county;  James  W.,  born  Oct.  4,  1879, 
is  a  driller  in  Oklahoma ;  Grace  S.,  born  Dec. 
24,  1882,  married  R.  D.  Shelley,  who  survives 
her,  living  on  the  old  farm ;  Grover  Cleveland, 
born  Aug.  17,  1884,  was  engaged  as  a  smelter 
in  Mexico  imtil  driven  out  by  the  border 
troubles ;  two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Since  the  death  of  George  Washington  Ber- 
inger  the  farm  and  its  oil  leases  have  been 
operated  by  the  estate,  now  held  by  seven 
heirs.  His  son  George  B.  Beringer  is  one  of 
the  executors.  Drilling  has  been  going  on 
steadily,  two  or  three  wells  being  sunk  each 
year,  and  at  present  about  thirty  wells  are  pro- 
ducing, with  a  high  average  yield. 

George  B.  Beringer  was  bom  Nov.  21,  1868, 
at  Salina,  Venango  county,  where  his  father 
was  then  engaged  in  drilling.  He  had  excel- 
lent educational  advantages,  and  equally  good 
opportunities  for  business  training,  having 
been  brought  up  in  the  midst  of  important 
agricultural  and  oil  activities,  with  whose  de- 
tails he  has  been  familiar  since  boyhood.  He 
continued  to  work  for  his  father  on  the  farm, 
and  was  engaged  as  pumper  at  the  oil  lease, 
and  remained  at  the  old  home  for  about  a 
year  after  his  father's  death,  then  buying  his 
present  home  property,  a  tract  of  fifty  acres 
w<hich  was  part  of  his  father's  estate  and 
originally  included  in  the  old  White  farm, 
which  has  been  divided  into  several  tracts.  It 
is  situated  three  miles  south  of  Franklin,  on 
the  Pittsburgh  pike,  and  has  been  maintained 
in  model  condition  under  his  ownership.  He 
is  well  occupied  with  the  care  of  this  place 
and  his  responsibilities  in  connection  with  the 
Beringer  estate,  in  the  discharge  of  which  he 
has  shown  himself  a  capable  business  man. 
Mr.  Beringer  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  but 
he  has  no  taste  for  public  affairs  and  no  am- 
bitions for  office.  On  political  matters  he  is 
a  Democrat,  like  his  father,  and  supports  the 
ticket  faithfully,  but  gives  little  time  to  such 
things,  keeping  busy  in  the  management  of  his 
private  interests.  By  way  of  recreation  he  en- 
joys such  hunting  as  the  locality  affords. 

On  Jan.  17.  1889,  ^I"*.  Beringer  was  married 
to  Meona  Gilmore,  then  twenty-one  years  old, 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Shontz) 
Gilmore.  She  was  reared  at  the  old  Gilmore 
mill  in  Irwin  township,  which  her  father  for- 


merly owned;  he  was  drowned  near  his  mill. 
Four  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beringer:  Beulah  Vista  graduated  from  the 
musical  department  of  Allegheny  College. 
Meadville,  Pa.,  and  was  a  teacher  of  music 
before  her  marriage  to  Harry  Rice,  of  Union- 
town,  a  painter  by  occupation;  D.  F.  died  in 
childhood;  Georgia  and  Ruth  are  students  in 
the  high  school  at  Franklin. 

JAMES  B.  BERRY  (deceased)  was  estab- 
lished in  Oil  City  for  nearly  forty  years  prior 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  May  15,  igcfe,  at 
the  home  on  Petroleum  street  which  his  widow 
continues  to  occupy.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
known  residents  of  the  city  and  acquired  a 
wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  oil  country 
in  the  course  of  his  long  continued  association 
with  a  variety  of  interests  there,  his  activities 
culminating  in  the  extensive  business  in  which 
his  sons  have  succeeded  him  as  the  James  B. 
Berry's  Sons  Company,  oil  producers  and 
dealers.  The  interests  of  this  firm,  which  has 
wide  and  iijfluential  connections  with  many  of 
the  large  manufacturers  and  refiners  of  the 
country,  are  the  outgrowth  and  development 
of  the  business  which  he  founded,  and  though 
the  sons  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  its 
expansion  according  to  present-day  standards, 
the  importance  of  his  early  labors  may  not  be 
minimized. 

Mr.  Berry  was  born  Xov.  5,  1841,  at  Re- 
becca Furnace,  near  Roaring  Spring,  Blair 
County,  Pa.,  son  of  Michael  and  Susan 
(Blake)  Berry,  both  also  natives  of  that 
county,  where  the  father  died  in  1863.  His 
father  was  a  public  official  and  particularly 
well  known  for  his  skill  in  the .  settlement  of 
estates  and  similar  business,  the  Schemberger 
estate  and  fiunaces,  one  of  the  most  valuaWe 
properties  in  that  section,  having  been  intrusted 
to  him.  His  mother  came  to  Oil  City  in  1872, 
four  of  her  children  having  settled  here, 
namely:  James  B.;  W.  H.  H.,  now  retired; 
Clara,  wife  of  A.  B.  Bair,  of  Oil  City;  and 
John  M.,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Oil  City. 

James  B.  Berry  had  average  educational  op- 
portunities in  his  youth  and  during  his  early 
manhood  was  engaged  as  bookkeeper  at  vari- 
ous furnaces  and  in  railroad  offices,  having 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company  at  Petersburg  and  for  a  time 
manager  of  the  Aetna  Furnace  near  Altoona 
before  his  removal  to  Oil  City  in  1869.  His 
first  position  here  was  as  bookkeeper  for  Mc- 
Elroy  &  Boulton,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers 
in  coal,  and  as  their  accountant  he  gained  a 
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thorough  familiarity  with  the  business,  of 
which  he  eventually  became  the  owner,  con- 
ducting it  successfully  until  1884.  It  held  an 
important  place  in  local  circles  at  the  time, 
operatmg  mines  as  well  as  handling  coal,  but 
when  natural  gas  was  introduced  as  fuel  in 
Oil  City  Mr.  Berry  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  the  coal  trade  to  James  Bigler  and  turned 
to  other  lines.  For  a  few  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Union  Refining  Company,  whose 
l^nt  was  located  at  the  mouth  of  Complanter 
rim,  remaining  with  them  until  he  embarked 
in  the  oil  business  on  his  own  account.  The 
Astral  Refining  Company,  Limited,  originally 
formed  about  1881,  was  reorganized  in  April, 
1884,  2i"d  again  in  December,  1888,  as  the 
Astral  Oil  Refining  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Berry  became  secretary.  The  works,  at  the 
Astral  station  on  the  Allegheny  Valley  road  a 
few  miles  south  of  Franklin,  then  had  a  daily 
capacity  of  two  hundred  barrels  of  refined 
oil,  and  attained  large  proportions  under  his 
management,  much  of  the  remainder  of  his 
life  being  given  to  the  direction  of  the  refin- 
ing business.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
carrying  on  an  extensive  general  wholesale 
business  in  the  sale  of  oil,  gasoline  and  other 
refined  products,  besides  looking  after  valu- 
able interests  which  he  had  accumulated  as  an 
oil  producer.  His  sons  have  continued  his  ac- 
tivities as  already  noted. 

Mr.  Berr}^-  was  a  man  of  jovial  disposition, 
kind-hearted  and  genial,  and  with  all  his  busi- 
ness cares  found  time  to  form  many  agrefeable 
friendships  and  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens 
with  public-spirited  devotion,  making  a  splen- 
did record  in  the  city  council,  where  he  had 
the  honor  of  being  elected  president  in  both 
branches.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  had  served  the 
congregation  for  many  years  as  one  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  where  his  business  experi- 
ence and  sound  judgment  were  of  the  utmost 
value  in  placing  the  material  affairs  of  the 
church  upon  a  substantial  basis.  Fraternally 
he  belonged  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Knights  of 
Honor  and  Royal  Arcanum,  so  that  his  taking 
away  was  felt  in  many  circles  in  the  city, 
mourned  as  the  departure  of  a  high-minded, 
unselfish  friend  to  every  good  cause. 

In  1875  ^^^'  Berry  married  Abbie  M.  Du- 
fur,  daughter  of  the  late  John  R.  and  Sarah 
(Gibbs)  Dufur,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them:  Florence  A.  was  married  Jan.  25, 
1919,  to  Howard  H.  Lowrie,  of  Oil  City,  who 
was  bom  in  that  city,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary 
J.  Lowrie.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
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and  has  entered  the  ♦ranks  of  the  live  young 
men  there,  being  now  well  known  in  business ; 
he  is  familiar  with  the  local  but  far-reaching 
conditions  of  the  oil  industry,  being  at  pres- 
ent connected  with  the  Southern  Group  of 
Pipe  Lines ;  Mrs.  Lowrie  is  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  Red  Cross  and  D.  A.  R.,  as 
well  as  with  other  societies  with  patriotic  ob- 
jects. James  D.  married  Helen  Robinson, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  T.  Robinson, 
of  Parker,  Pa.,  Dec.  6,  191 1,  and  has  one  son, 
James  Dufur,  Jr.  Charles  D.  married  Helen 
Splane,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Splane,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  June  15,  1914,  and 
she  died  Nov.  15,  1918,  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Charles  Dufur,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  29, 
1915,  and  Elizabeth  Abbie,  born  Jan.  29,  1917. 
She  left  the  impress  of  a  beautiful  spirit  upon 
the  community,  and  her  native  city  mourns  its 
loss. 

The  James  B.  Berry's  Sons  Company  con- 
sists of  James  D.  Berry  and  Charles  D.  Berry, 
who  took  up  the  father's  business  at  his  death 
and  have  since  continued  and  enlarged  it  to  a 
surprising  extent.  The  interests  they  are 
handling  so  successfully  concern  materials  con- 
stantly demanded  by  the  public.  The  offices 
of  the  company  are  in  the  Chambers  building 
in  Oil  City.  Both  these  young  men  were  born 
in  Oil  City,  James  D.  Sept.  17,  1878,  Charles 
D.  June  15,  1882.  Both  were  educated  in  the 
public  schools  here.  While  James  entered  the 
business  and  studied  its  important  and  valu- 
able interests,  Charles  went  to  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  with  honor.  They  are  thus 
an  ideal  firm,  uniting  scientific  and  practical 
experience,  and  have  proved  most  efficient  in 
every  respect  to  carry  on  the  business  which 
has  grown  with  the  years. 

F.  D.  WILLIAMS,  vice  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  National  Transit  Company 
at  Oil  City,  began  his  career  as  a  telegrapher, 
in  which  capacity  he  had  comprehensive 
familiarity  with  the  business  of  pipe  lines 
before  assuming  executive  duties  therewith. 
Born  Oct.  19.  1855,  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  he 
was  reared  and  educated  there.  In  July,  1876, 
he  became  telegraph  operator  for  the  Union 
Pipe  Line  Company  at  Foxburg,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  in  the  office  of  the  division  superintendent 
for  one  year.  The  company  was  soon  taken 
over  by  the  Empire  Pipe  Line  Company,  and 
in  1877,  when  the  general  consolidation  of  pipe 
line  interests  took  place,  it  became  part  of  the 
United  Pipe  Lines  system  of  Oil  City.  In 
his    services    as    a    telegraph    operator    Mr. 
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Williams  was  located  at  various  points,  in  1879 
entering  the  office  of  the  company  at  Bradford, 
Pa.,  as  a  clerk.  There  he  remained  until  1887, 
in  which  year  he  was  placed  in  the  Oil  City 
office  as  auditor  for  the  National  Transit, 
Buckeye,  Eureka,  Southwest  Pennsylvania  Pipe 
Lines  and  Macksburg  Pipe  Line  Company. 
His  knowledge  of  the  business  extended  to  its 
practical  operations  as  well,  and  early  in  1896 
he  was  made  assistant  superintendent  of  pipe 
line  work  at  Sistersville,  W.  Va.,  in  October 
of  the  same  year  becoming  division  superin- 
tendent at  Warren,  where  he  was  retained 
until  1901. 

The  Standard  Oil  Company,  having  acquired 
extensive  oil  fields  in  Japan,  needed  a  capable 
man  to  take  charge  of  the  installation  of  a  pipe 
line  system,  from  the  scene  of  production  to 
the  refineries  on  the  coast,  and  Mr.  Williams 
was  selected  for  the  responsibility,  a  position 
requiring  the  exercise  of  mature  judgment  and 
perseverance,  with  frequent  occasion  for  de- 
cisive action.  The  work  throughout  called 
for  clear-headed  supervision,  facility  in  adapt- 
ing the  means  to  the  circumstances,  and  the 
exertion  of  every  faculty  in  its  prompt  dis- 
patch, and  the  manner  in  which  he  accom- 
plished it  drew  favorable  comment  from  all 
concerned.  Upon  his  return  to  this  country 
he  was  for  one  year  division  superintendent  at 
Butler,  being  sent  thence  to  California  in  the 
capacity  of  accountant  for  some  months,  after 
which  he  resumed  his  duties  at  Butler  until 
transferred  to  Oil  City  in  a  similar  capacity. 
It  was  in  the  fall  of  1903  that  he  became 
division  superintendent  at  Oil  City,  with  about 
one  hundred  employes  and  nine  hundred  miles 
of  pipe  line  under  his  direction,  and  he  was 
soon  afterward  advanced  to  assistant  general 
superintendent,  eventually  assuming  the  gen- 
eral superintendency.  At  the  dissolution  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  191 1  he  was  as- 
signed as  general  manager  of  the  National 
Transit  Company  and  has  continued  as  such  to 
the  present  time,  in  1915  being  also  elected 
vice  president.  The  National  Transit  lines 
extend  from  Nedskey,  near  Pittsburgh,  one 
hundred  and  forty  miles  to  the  New  York 
State  line,  and  from  Coalgrove,  Pa.,  for  two 
hundred  and  forty-three  miles  southeast  to 
Millway,  Pa.,  whence  a  seventy-mile  branch 
connecting  with  lines  of  another  company 
reaches  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  and  one  of  thirty-three 
miles  projects  to  the  Maryland  State  line  con- 
necting with  another  part  of  its  own  system, 
thirty-three  miles  taking  it  to  Baltimore ;  there 
is  also  a  line  sixty-nine  miles  in  length  to  Point 
Breeze,   Philadelphia.     About  three  hundred 


men  are  employed,  operating  under  four  divi- 
sion superintendents. 

Mr.  Williams  has  been  equally  prominent  in 
another  important  auxiliary  of  the  pipe  line 
business.  When  the  pipe  lines  first  began  using 
pumping  machinery,  over  forty  years  ago,  two 
repair  shops  of  modest  size  were  established, 
at  Petrolia  and  Tarport,  Pa.,  respectively. 
About  1880  both  were  moved  to  Oil  City, 
forming  the  nucleus  of  what  is  now  the  plant 
of  the  National  Transit  Pump  &  Machine 
Company,  and  from  this  small  beginning  has 
grown  a  great  manufacturing  institution. 
Originally  only  repair  work  was  done,  but  in 
time  the  manufacture  of  pumps  and  pumping 
machinery  was  undertaken,  all  the  product 
being  for  the  use  of  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany and  its  subsidiaries  exclusively  until  its 
dissolution  in  191 1.  All  the  experience  of  all 
the  subsidiaries  of  the  company  in  regard  to 
pipe  line  operation  and  refining  went  to  en- 
hance the  output,  and  neither  time  nor  ex- 
pense was  ever  spared  in  attaining  the  best 
possible  results  in  machinery  construction,  a 
policy  of  economy  which  more  than  paid  for 
itself  in  efficient  equipment.  Not  a  dollar's 
worth  of  machinery  was  ever  sold  to  any  plant 
but  a  Standard  Oil  subsidiary  until  the  com- 
pany was  dissolved  in  191 1,  but  the  product 
has  since  been  in  the  general  market  and 
sought  by  the  most  up-to-date  oil  and  gas  con- 
cerns in  the  country.  The  plant  at  Oil  City 
now  covers  about  ten  acres,  with  almost  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square  feet  of 
floor  space,  and  over  eleven  hundred  employes 
constitute  the  working  force.  Mr.  Williams  is 
vice  president  and  general  manager  of  this 
company,  and  also  president  of  the  Maryland 
Pipe  Line  Company.  His  interests  have  been 
practically  centered  in  business,  but  the  pro- 
gressive tendencies  which  have  advanced  him 
in  that  field  are  in  evidence  in  all  his  associa- 
tions. 

In  1879  Mr.  Williams  was  married,  at  Fox- 
burg,  Pa.,  to  Clara  R.  Allen,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Jessie  A.,  a  graduate  of  Allegheny 
College  and  Drexel  Institute  and  a  competent 
teacher  of  domestic  science,  which  profession 
she  has  followed  in  Buflfalo  and  Chicago.  She 
is  at  present  at  home  in  Oil  City,  and  active 
in  Red  Cross  work,  being  secretary  of  the 
local  chapter. 

CHARLES  W.  HOVIS,  of  aintonville, 
has  come  into  close  contact  with  his  fellow 
citizens  in  the  business  and  official  connec- 
tions of  an  active  career.  At  present  he  is 
serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  assistant 
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postmaster,  besides  conducting  his  store,  and 
he  is  busy  as  ever  with  the  varied  interests 
which  he  handles;  keeping  up  a  reputation 
for  mental  alertness  and  physical  energy  es- 
tablished long  ago.  Mr.  Hovis  was  bom  June 
12,  1845,  ^^^^  Qintonville,  son  of  David  and 
Marjory  J.  (Canan)  Hovis,  and  bears  a  name 
that  has  been  prominent  in  Clinton  township 
for  over  a  century,  the  Hovis  families  having 
been  among  the  first  settlers  there.  Their  pos- 
terity have  ranked  with  the  best  citizens  of 
this  region. 

John  Theodore  Hofius  (as  the  name  was 
originally  spelled),  a  native  of  Prussia  and 
a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church,  was  the 
first  of  this  line  to  come  to  America.  Upon 
his  arrival  in  Pennsylvania  he  settled  in  Bed- 
ford county,  removing  thence  to  Washington 
county  and  later  to  Mercer  county,  where  in 
1800  he  located  near  the  borough  of  Sharps- 
ville,  in  Hickory  township.  He  died  there 
eight  years  later,  at  an  advanced  age.  Some 
of  the  family  in  that  county  still  write  the 
name  Hofius.  In  Washington  county  Rev. 
Mr.  Hofius  married  Nancy  Baker,  who  sur- 
vived him,  dying  in  1820  in  Clinton  township, 
Venango  county,  at  the  home  of  her  son  John. 
She  was  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  on  the 
Hoffman  farm.  Five  children  were  born  to 
this  marriage,  namely:  George,  who  settled 
about  1800  in  Hickory  township,  Mercer 
county;  William,  who  settled  in  what  is  now 
West  Virginia,  near  Wheeling;  Ernest,  men- 
tioned below,  who  located  in  Irwin  township, 
Venango  county,  and  had  a  number  of  de- 
scendants; Barbara,  who  married  Henry 
Koonce,  of  Clarksville,  Mercer  county;  and 
John,  mentioned  below. 

John  Hovis,  son  of  John  Theodqre  and 
Nancy  (Baker)  Hofius,  and  grandfather  of 
Charles  W.  Hovis,  was  born  in  Washington 
county.  Pa.,  and  married  Susanna  Cog^in,  of 
Bedford  county.  In  1799  he  and  his  brother 
Ernest  came  from  Westmoreland  county  and 
settled  in  Clinton  township,  Venango  county, 
John  Hovis  building  a  log  cabin  on  what  is 
now  the  farm  of  T.  C.  Hovis  and  Ernest 
building  a  house  near  this  farm,  but  later  mov- 
ing to  Irwin  township,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  leaving  many  descendants.  He  was 
a  stonemason,  and  eighty-three  years  ago 
helped  to  build  the  McKee  stone  house,  re- 
ceiving as  pay  the  sum  o^  eighty-five  cents  per 
day. 

When  John  Hovis  first  came  to  Clinton 
township  he  brought  all  the  goods  he  had  on 
horseback,  his  wife  riding  the  horse  which 
carried  the  goods  and  he  walking  and  carry- 


ing a  gun,  it  being  necessary  in  those  days 
to  have  a  gun.     At  that  time  they  had  one 
son,   William,   who  with   his   father  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  army  in  the  war  of  1812, 
the  father  being  of  record  as  serving  in  Cap- 
tain McManigal's  Company,  the  5th,  of  the 
i32d  Regiment.    They  were  stationed  at  Erie, 
and  both  came  home  after  the  war.     John 
Hovis  had  a  tract  of  four  hundred  acres  in 
what    is     now     Clinton    township,    Venango 
county,  the  part  where  he  lived  being  lat^r 
occupied  by  his  son  David.    His  land  was  di- 
vided among  his  sons.     He  was  one  of  the 
early   constables   of   the   township   and    well 
known  in  his  day.    John  Hovis  raised  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely : 
(i)   William  raised  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren.    (2)  John,  the  second  son,  was  justice 
of  the  peace  for  several  years.     He  had  a 
family  of  four,  one  son  and  three  daughters : 
Eli,   who  died   in   1917  in  his  ninety-fourth 
year;   Mary  Ann,   who  married   Samuel   B. 
Monjar  and  died  aged  ninety  years;  Milly, 
who  married  Patrick  Sankey  and  died  aged 
eighty  years;  and  Susan,  who  married  John 
Walters    and    died    recently    at   the    age    of 
eighty-nine  years.     (3)  Jacob,  the  next  son, 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living  to-day:     Clark,   of   near  Clinton- 
ville;   Albert,   who  is   a   Methodist   minister 
stationed  at  Sheridan,  N.  Y.;   Samuel,  who 
still  hves  on  the  old  farm;  and  Emily  Eakin, 
of  Butler  county.  Pa.     (4)  The  fourth  son  of 
John  Hovis  was  George,  who  raised  a  family 
of   four  children,  none  of  whom  are  living. 
(S)  Ernest,  the  fifth  son,  raised  a  family  of 
seven  children,  the  only  survivor  being  John 
T.  Hovis,  of  near  Wesley.     (6)  Of  Nicholas, 
the  sixth  son,  we  have  no  record.     (7)  David, 
the   seventh   son,   is   mentioned  below.      (8) 
Susan,    daughter    of    John    Hovis,    married 
Philip  Baker,  and  moved  to  the  State  of  In- 
diana.    Of  this   family  we  have  no  record. 
(9)     Catherine,    another    daughter,    married 
Benjamin  R.  Yard  and  raised  a  family  of  six 
children,  one  of  whom  is  still  living,  Israel, 
of  near  Barkeyville.     (10)  Another  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  married  William  Campbell.     (11) 
Sarah,  the  youngest  daughter,  married  R.  J. 
Canan,      formerly     treasurer     of     Venango 
county    and    later    postmaster    at    Franklin, 
They  raised  a  family  of  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living:    Ed,  of  Lost  Creek,  W. 
Va. ;  Robert  C,  of  Franklin ;  Frank,  of  But- 
ler; Ruth   Reeves,  of   Franklin;  and   Lottie 
Kelly,   of   CHntonville.     Mrs.    Sarah   Canan, 
the  mother  of  these  children,  died  in  1916  in 
her  ninety-third  year,  the  last  survivor  of  the 
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children  of  John  Hovis,  whose  living  de- 
scendants now  number  nearly  four  hundred. 
Mrs.  Susanna   (Cogan)   Hovis  died  in  1840. 

John  Hovis  was  class  leader  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church  for  many  years,  and  after  his 
death  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Jacob,  who 
was  class  leader  for  about  fifty  years  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  John  T,  Hovis  in 
that  capacity,  the  latter  also  servings  many 
years.  Most  of  the  early  Hovis  family  were 
Methodists,  and  their  descendants  generally 
have  adhered  to  the  same  denomination, 
though  John  Hovis,  son  of  William  Hovis, 
was  a  preacher  of  the  Church  of  God.  When 
Grandfather  John  Hovis  built  his  first  log 
dwelling  he  had  a  prayer  meeting  instead  of 
the  house  warming  party  which  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  give  in  those  days  when  a  family 
first  moved  into  a  new  house. 

David  Hovis,  seventh  son  of  John  and 
Susanna  (Cogan)  Hovis,  was  bom  in  Qin- 
ton  township  March  18,  18 13,  and  always  re- 
sided at  his  birthplace,  becoming  one  of  the 
prosperous  and  representative  citizens  of  that 
neighborhood.  He  came  into  possession  of 
187  acres  of  his  father's  farm,  and  improved 
it  greatly  both  by  intelligent  cultivation  and 
the  erection  of  substantial  buildings,  the  bam 
which  he  put  up  forty-one  years  ago  still 
standing  and  in  good  condition.  His  house 
was  replaced  by  the  present  residence  eight- 
een years  ago.  The  oil  development  was  also 
started  in  his  day,  ten  producing  wells  hav- 
ing been  sunk  during  his  lifetime.  He  was 
a  man  of  energetic  nature  and  interested  in 
all  that  concerned  his  fellow  men,  participat- 
ing in  local  activities  of  all  kinds.  At  one 
time  he  was  captain  of  a  militia  company. 
All  his  life  he  was  an  ardent  Democrat  and 
kept  well  informed  on  public  questions.  For 
about  sixty  years  he  held  membership  in  the 
M.  E.  Church  and  helped  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  its  work,  serving  as  steward  and 
tmstee. 

In  1838  Mr.  Hovis  married  Marjory  J. 
Canan,  daughter  of  James  Canan,  of  Clinton 
township,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children  of  whom  two  sons  died  in  infancy 
and  Laura  at  the  age  of  six,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  Charles  W.,  John  N.  (deceased), 
William  J.  fan  oil  producer),  Thomas  C.  (an 
oil  producer),  Lester  A.  (agent  for  the  Tide- 
water Oil  Company),  Maria  L.  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years),  Mary  G. 
(wife  of  John  M.  Baird,  of  Grove  City)  and 
Susan  E.  (wife  of  Charles  H.  Osborne, 
of  Clinton ville).  All  the  surviving  sons  re- 
side in  Qintonville.    L.  A.  Hovis  has  the  dis- 


tinction of  being  the  seventh  son  of  a  seventh 
son.  The  father  died  Feb.  17,  1894,  the 
mother  in  July  of  the  same  year,  and  they  are 
buried  in  the  M.  E.  cemetery,  where  his 
mother  is  also  interred. 

Charles  W.  Hovis  was  reared  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Qintonville  and  educated  in  the  locaJ 
schools,  also  attending  the  academy  under  the 
first  principal,  McLean  Cross,  and  his  imme- 
diate successors.  When  eighteen  years  old 
he  began  teaching,  and  followed  the  profes- 
sion several  years,  meantime  taking  a  cwn- 
mercial  course  at  DuflF's  business  coU^^e, 
Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1865. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  became  a  cleric 
in  the  county  recorder's  office  in  Franklin, 
being  with  James  Shaw  for  a  time;  and  he 
later  clerked  three  years  in  the  Franklin  post 
office,  under  R.  J.  Canan.  After  that  expe- 
rience he  located  near  Parker's  Landing  and 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  a 
year,  moving  thence  to  Fairview,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  employed  as  an  oil  pumper  and  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1877  he  came 
to  Clintonville  and  took  a  position  as  book- 
keeper with  Hollister  Brothers,  during  that 
period  being  honored  with  election  to  the  of- 
fice of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  such  main- 
taining an  office  at  Bullion  for  some  time. 
He  next  went  to  Pittsburgh,  passing  four 
years  in  that  city  and  vicinity,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  Westinghouse  works,  return- 
ing to  Qintonville  in  1895  and  entering  the 
contracting  business,  which  he  followed  sev- 
eral years,  principally  as  a  rig  builder.  In 
1906  he  received  the  appointment  of  post- 
master at  Clintonville,  holding  the  office  dur- 
ing the  next  eight  years,  and  he  is  now  act- 
ing as  assistant  to  the  present  incumbent.  Miss 
Margaret  L.  McKee,  looking  after  the  office 
besides  attending  to  his  store.  In  191 5  he 
was  again  elected  justice  of  the  peace. 

There  are  few  local  interests  which  have 
not  felt  the  beneficial  eflfects  of  Mr.  Hovis's 
cooperation.  He  is  a  member  and  trustee  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  was  formerly  quite 
active  in  the  Prohibition  party,  but  of  late 
has  united  with  the  Republicans.  County  pol- 
itics have  always  held  an  important  place 
among  his  concerns,  and  his  familiar  touch 
with  all  the  aflFairs  of  the  town  and  town- 
ship has  made  him  very  valuable  as  local 
correspondent  of  the  Franklin  Herald.  He 
is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  at  Pittsburgh. 

On  Feb.  3.  1870,  while  engaged  as  a  clerk 
in  the  Franklin  post  office,  Mr.  Hovis  mar- 
ried  Martha  Frantz,  of   Butler  countv.   Pa., 
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who  died  in  1887.  They  had  three  children, 
all  daughters:  Lillian,  the  elder,  married 
J.  W.  Hovis  and  died  in  1897,  leaving  one 
daughter;  Elda,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Locke,  lives  in 
Clintonville ;  and  Rose  married  F.  H.  Greer 
and  resides  in  Franklin.  There  are  eleven 
grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchildren, 
Mrs.  Greer  having  seven  children,  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  two  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried: Hazel,  the  eldest,  is  married  to  R.  E. 
Davis,  of  Oil  City,  and  has  three  children, 
two  sons  an^  one  daughter;  Clare,  the  sec- 
ond daughter,  married  Burton  Byers,  of 
Franklin,  and  has  a  daughter  one  year  old. 

WILLL\M  A.  NICHOLSON,  M.  D.,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  Jane  (Carver)  Nichol- 
son, was  bom  March  17,  1850,  at  Pleasant 
Grove,  Belmont  Co.,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  in 
the  adjoining  county,  Harrison,  where  he  ac- 
quired his  earlier  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Harrisville.  He  completed  his  medi- 
cal studies  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.,  March  29,  1871.  On 
Jime  4,  1873,  he  removed  to  this  county.  Re- 
suming hb  studies  in  October,  1875,  at  New 
York,  he  graduated  from  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College  March  i,  1876,  and  interned 
in  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  as  senior  assistant  on 
the  house  staff  for  one  year.  On  May  6,  1886, 
he  located  permanently  at  Franklin.  During 
the  spring  sessions  of  the  Philadelphia  Poly- 
clinic and  College  for  Graduates,  in  1886,  1890 
and  1895,  he  reviewed  his  studies  in  general 
medicine  at  that  institution.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania  State, 
and  American  Medical  Societies.  Dr.  Nichol- 
son contributed  the  medical  chapter  for  the 
history  section  of  this  work. 

On  July  28,  1880,  Dr.  Nicholson  was  mar- 
ried to  Jane,  daug^hter  of  Richard  arid  Jane 
(Hare)  Kennerdell.  Her  parents,  of  English 
and  Irish  birth,  respectively,  after  a  sojourn 
at  Philadelphia  removed,  in  the  year  1852,  to 
the  valley  two  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Big 
Scrubgrass,  on  lands  purchased  from  David 
Phipps,  where  they  established  the  Kennerdell 
Mills,  consisting  of  a  woolen  factory,  grist- 
mill, lumber-miff,  general  store  and  post  office, 
and  church  and  school.  The  several  deceased 
members  of  the  immediate  familjr  now  rest  in 
the  Franklin  cemetery ;  of  the  living,  Mrs.  W. 
J.  Welsh  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Nicholson  are  now 
residents  of  Franklin,  Pa.  Of  the  lineal  and 
collateral  representatives,  Richard  and  Eliza- 
beth reside  at  Franklin,  Edward  and  family  at 
Qcveland,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Ketcham  at 
Newark,  New  Jersey. 


THOMAS  NESBIT  (deceased)  was  a 
prominent  resident  of  the  borough  of  Utica, 
Venango  county,  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  in  his  business  associations  well 
known  throughout  this  section,  having  for 
a  number  of  years  held  the  position  of  cashier 
in  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Franklin,  with 
which  he  was  connected  in  one  capacity  or 
another  for  about  twenty-five  years.  Mr. 
Nesbit  was  a  man  of  determined  nature  and 
uncommon  ability,  and  though  he  began  life 
modestly  he  worked  his  way  to  an  influential 
position  among  the  important  figures  in  local 
business  circles  it\  his  time,  as  a  financier  ac- 
quiring a  reputation  for  being  able  to  handle 
his  responsibilities  to  the  best  advantage,  with- 
out going  to  extremes  of  either  imprudence 
or  unnecessary  caution.  His  record  through- 
out his  career  is  one  of  honorable  effort  cou- 
pled with  industrious  application  of  his  best 
talents  to  whatever  he  undertook. 

Mr.  Nesbit  was  bom  April  19,  1835,  at 
Hubbard,  Trumbull  Co.,  Ohio,  where  the  fam- 
ily remained  for  several  years  after  his  birth. 
His  father,  John  Nesbit,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  and  married  Anna  Matthews,  who 
was  bom  in  Ireland,  member  of  a  Scotch-Irish 
family.  They  came  to  Venango  county  from 
Ohio  in  1842,  settling  on  Mill  creek,  in  French 
Creek  township,  two  miles  southwest  of  Utica, 
where  he  farmed  until  his  retirement,  mov- 
ing then  to  the  borough  of  Utica.  He  had 
also  taught  school  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Nesbit  died  at  Utica  in  1871, 
his  widow  remaining  there  until  her  death,  in 
1875.  They  were  Presbyterians  to  the  end  of 
their  lives.  Of  their  three  children,  Thomas 
died  first,  and  his  sisters,  Mrs.  Frank  Dunn 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Crane,  both  also  residents  of 
Utica,  are  now  also  deceased. 

Thomas  Nesbit  was  reared  in  French  Creek 
township,  and  received  an  unusually  good  edu- 
cation for  the  time,  beginning  to  teach  school 
when  seventeen  years  old.  Until  after  he  had 
attained  his  majority  he  continued  to  follow 
that  profession,  besides  clerking  and  work- 
ing at  intervals  on  the  home  farm,  in  the  year 
1857  engaging  in  merchandising  at  Utica  on 
his  own  account.  The  business  was  success- 
ful and  grew  to  profitable  proportions,  and  he 
retained  his  connection  with  it  until  1885,. 
though  he  had  not  been  active  in  the  store 
from  1875  until  he  disposed  of  his  interest. 
For  several  years  before  severing  his  associa- 
tion with  his  first  enterprise  he  had  been  in- 
terested in  the  Utica  flouring  mills,  which  with 
his  agricultural  operations  occupied  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  attention  for  a  number  of 
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years.  In  1880  he  became  a  stockholder  in 
the  Exchange  Bank  of  FrankHn,  of  which  he 
was  elected  vice  president  in  the  middle 
eighties,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  he  be- 
came cashier,  in  1893,  and  holding  the  of- 
fice until  he  resigned  it  in  1905,  because  of 
failing  health;  however,  he  remained  active 
in  the  management  of  the  bank  as  one  of  lis 
board  of  directors  until  his  death,  and  the 
family  still  retain  his  interest  therein.  Mr. 
Nesbit  represented  the  Gas  Company  in  his 
home  town,  and  was  a  leader  in  local  affairs 
always,  giving  liberally  of  his  time  and  en- 
deavors to  conserve  the  best  interests  of  the 
public.  All  enterprises  affecting  the  general 
welfare  commanded  his  attention  and  his  sup- 
port if  worthy.  For  nine  years  or  more  he 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board,  which  he 
was  serving  as  treasurer  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  the  schools  were  materially  bene- 
fited by  his  progressive  and  intelligent  activ- 
ity in  their  behalf.  On  political  questions  he 
was  a  Democrat,  supporting  the  party  faith- 
fully in  national  issues.  Like  his  parents  he 
was  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  association 
and  active  in  all  branches  of  the  church  work, 
serving  the  congregation  as  elder  and  work- 
ing zealously  in  the  Sunday  school,  where  he 
taught  a  Bible  class  almost  to  the  close  of  his 
life.  All  the  church  enterprises  received  his 
generous  help.  Mr.  Nesbit  was  practically 
an  invalid  for  about  five  years  before  his 
death,  which  was  caused  by  heart  failure,  at 
his  old  home  in  Utica,  Sept.  27,  1910.  He  is 
interred  in  Millcreek  cemetery. 

By  his  first  marriage,  to  Clara  Leasher,  Mr. 
Nesbit  had  two  children,  John  L.  and  Clara, 
both  residents  of  Franklin,  the  former  now 
attorney  for  the  Exchange  Bank.  He  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work.  Miss  Clara 
Nesbit  was  for  years  bookkeeper  in  the  Ex- 
change Bank  with  her  father,  and  since  his 
death  has  devoted  herself  to  the  affairs  of 
the  e3tate.  Their  mother  died  in  1876,  and 
Mr.  Nesbit  subsequently  married  Effie  B.  Gal- 
lagher, who  survives  him  with  their  only  child, 
Ethel  N..  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Shaf- 
fer, of  Meadville,  and  mother  of  one  son, 
Robert  Nesbit  Shaffer.  Mrs.  Nesbit  continues 
to  occupy  the  old  place  which  has  been  known 
as  the  Nesbit  home  ever  since  John  Nesbit 
moved  to  the  borough  from  his  farm.  She 
IS  one  of  the  most  esteemed  residents  of  the 
community,  a  useful  worker  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  Sunday  school  and  active 
in  other  good  works.  Mrs.  Nesbit  was  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Mothers'  Pen- 
sion  Board   in   Venango   county,   which   has 


seven  members,  who  meet  once  a  month.   Her 
work  is  in  the  western  part  of  the  coimty. 

HAYS.  The  Hays  family,  whose  members 
have  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  development 
of  Oakland  township  from  the  early  settlement 
of  that  section,  and  now  also  represented  in 
business  circles  in  Oil  City  and  elsewhere  in 
Venango  county,  is  of  that  rugged  Scotch-Irish 
stock  which  formed  so  important  an  element 
in  the  colonization  of  Pennsylvania.  Hugh 
Hays,  its  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have 
record,  driven  from  Scotland  in  1688  during 
the  persecution  of  the  Covenanters,  was  among 
those  who  sought  refuge  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, settling  at  Fannet,  in  County  Donegal. 
He  had  four  sons,  Hugh,  Robert,  John  and 
William,  of  whom  Hugh's  son  Hugh  came  to 
America  with  his  widowed  mother  at  the  in- 
stance of  a  relative.  Captain  Fowler,  who  at 
one  time  commanded  the  old  fort  at  Franklin — 
probably  about  1765.  This  Hugh  Hays  was 
the  ancestor  of  Brigadier  General  Hays,  who 
commanded  the  Pennsylvania  troops  at  Gettys- 
burg and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. It  was  about  1795  that  Hugh's  uncles, 
John  and  Robert,  arrived  at  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland Co.,  Pa.,  and  within  the  next  ten 
years,  about  1803-04,  they  removed  to  Venango 
county,  where  they  settled  permanently.  Com- 
ing to  Franklin,  they  secured  a  tract  of  one 
thousand  acres  in  Oakland  township,  trading 
soldier  warrants  for  this  land,  and  the  part  on 
which  they  made  a  home  lay  six  miles  west  of 
the  mouth  of  Oil  creek  and  eight  miles  north 
of  Franklin.  Here  the  Hays  family  has  been 
established  ever  since.  At  the  time  of  their 
arrival  the  nearest  neighbor,  two  miles  distant, 
was  Peter  Dempsey,  for  whom  Dempseytown 
was  named.  Robert  Hays  removed  from  here, 
finally  settling  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  one  of  his 
grandsons  having  been  the  late  Will  S.  Hays, 
long  connected  with  the  Louisville  Courier- 
Journal.  The  latter's  son  is  a  practicing  physi- 
cian in  Louisville  at  this  writing. 

All  of  the  children  of  John  Hays  were  born 
to  his  first  marriage,  with  Mary  McNutt.  His 
second  marriage,  which  took  place  when  he 
was  past  seventy,  was  to  Martha  Ramsey,  and 
he  lived  to  be  over  ninety;  he  is  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery  at  Franklin.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  three  sons,  Hugh,  Greer  and  Robert. 
Hugh  removing  to  Illinois  when  a  young  man 
and  dying  there.  Greer  and  Robert  each  came 
into  possession  of  half  of  the  original  thousand- 
acre  tract. 

Greer  Hays,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(McNutt)   Hays,  spent  his  life  on  the  Hays 
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property,  following  agriculture  all  his  days,  and 
is  buried  at  the  old  Seceder  Church  in  that 
locality  which  he  helped  to  establish  and  main- 
tain. His  wife  was  Jennie  McKnight,  and 
their  children  were:  William,  John,  Melissa, 
Ella,  David,  Mary  Jane  and  Margaret.  Of 
these,  William,  grandfather  of  Frank  R.  and 
Ora  L.  Hays,  of  Oil  City,  is  mentioned  below ; 
John  removed  to  Brown  county,  Ohio,  and  his 
son  Dr.  Thomas  Hays  is  now  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  a  Cincinnati  Medical  College;  Me- 
lissa is  the  widow  of  Albert  Crowther,  and 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Professor 
Crowther,  of  Grove  City  (Pa.)  College;  Ella 
married  James  Foster,  a  farmer  of  Oakland 
township;  Mary  Jane  married  Moses  Ward, 
who  died  at  Dempseytown  in  1874,  and  her 
four  children  are  residents  of  Oil  City,  Dr. 
James  Melvin  Hays,  R.  Willis  Hays  (con- 
nected with  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company), 
Minnie  and  Bertha,  the  last  named  a  teacher 
in  the  high  school. 

Robert  Hays,  brother  of  Greer  Hays,  mar- 
ried Mary  McKnight  (sister  of  Jennie,  above), 
and  continued  to  make  his  home  on  his  part 
of  the  old  farm,  dying  there  in  1877,  ^tt  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  was  a  lumber- 
man and  pilot  on  the  Allegheny,  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  He  had  two  sons :  William 
M.  N.  Hays,  a  civil  engineer  by  profession  and 
for  many  years  a  broker  on  the  Oil  City  Oil 
Exchange,  is  still  living  in  Oil  City;  David  A. 
Hays,  an  attorney  in  Franklin  for  thirty  years, 
was  also  prominent  in  the  Democratic  party, 
serving  as  county  chairman,  and  died  in  Frank- 
lin.   Neither  of  the  brothers  married. 

William  Hays,  eldest  son  of  Greer  Hays, 
lived  and  died  on  a  farm  in  Oakland  township, 
part  of  the  original  Hays  holdings,  three  miles 
from  Oil  City.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
teachers  in  Vei^ngo  county.  He  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Beatty,  reached  ad- 
vanced age.  Their  daughter,  Miss  Ann  Hays, 
is  housekeeper  for  her  youngest  brother,  S.  C. 
Hays,  principal  of  the  Reno  schools:  another 
daughter  is  the  wife  of  Ira  Beatty,  of  Sharon. 
Pennsylvania. 

Hu€:h  M.  Hays,  eldest  son  of  William  Hays, 
inherited  a  part  of  his  father's  farm  and  was 
engaged  in  general  agriculture,  making  dair>'- 
in^  an  important  feature  of  his  operations.  He 
died  there  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and 
his  widow,  Eleanor  (Riddle),  is  still  residing 
on  the  farm,  which  is  now  carried  on  by  her  son 
Harry.  She,  too,  is  a  member  of  an  early 
nioneer  family  of  the  county,  her  ^grandfather 
having  been  an  early  settler  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, the  Riddle  homestead  place  being  a  mile 


east  of  the  present  borough  of  Clintonville. 
The  Riddles  are  fully  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Seven  children  were  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hugh  M.  Hays,  pamely :  Mertie,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  William  Hay,  of  Oil 
City ;  Oscar,  a  graduate  of  Grove  City  College, 
is  now  a  successful  civil  engineer,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  City  of  New  York,  where  he  has 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  new  water- 
works system ;  Ora  L.  and  Frank  R.  are  men- 
tioned below ;  Harry  lives  at  home,  engaged  in 
the  operation  of  the  farm;  Clayton  is  estab- 
lished as  an  oculist  in  Chicago,  Illinois ;  Vincent 
enlisted  as  a  student  from  Allegheny  College 
in  the  medical  corps  of  the  United  States  Army, 
and  is  now  serving  in  France  or  Belgiuni. 

Ora  L.  Hays  was  born  July  4,  1880,  on  the 
paternal  farm  in  Oakland  township,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  neighbor- 
hood and  at  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal 
School.  Since  1898  he  has  been  at  Oil  City. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  drafting  department  of 
the  National  Transit  Company  from  that  year 
until  1902,  when  he  and  his  brother  Frank 
started  a  plant  on  Main  street  for  the  retailing 
of  milk  and  other  dair>^  products,  removing 
the  next  year  to  the  location  at  the  head  of 
Center  street  where  the  business  is  now  con- 
ducted. It  was  operated  by  Hays  Brothers 
until  a  few  years  ago,  when  Frank  R.  Hays 
withdrew  to  give  more  attention  to  the  bakery 
which  he  has  since  been  running  so  success- 
fully, Ora  L.  Hays  now  being  sole  proprietor 
of  the  milk  business.  He  has  never  engaged 
in  the  production  of  milk,  handling  the  output 
of  a  number  of  producers  from  a  wide  local 
territory,  and  his  trade  has  extended  so  that  he 
now  keeps  three  delivery  wagons  busy  con- 
stantly. He  and  his  brother  still  have  large  oil 
interests  in  common.- being  among  the  partners 
of  Jerome  T.  VanDresser,  in  the  Clintonville 
oil  fields  in  Venango  county,  one  of  the  largest 
operators  in  the  region.  The  Hays  brothers 
have  the  controlling  interest  in  an  extensive 
lease  at  Clintonville,  upon  which  about  seventy 
wells  are  now  in  operation,  with  a  much  higher 
average  of  production  than  is  usual  in  that 
territory.  Twenty  of  these,  sunk  by  them- 
selves, have  yielded  very  satisfactorily,  proving 
their  good  judgment  in  the  selection  of  terri- 
tory. They  also  have  holdings  in  the  Breeds- 
town  territory  which  are  paying  well,  and  have 
made  profitable  investments  in  Butler  county 
coal  properties  which  have  amply  justified 
faith  in  tbeir  worth.  The  brothers  are  properly 
classed  with  the  most  enterprising  young  busi- 
ness men  of  Oil  City,  having  made  good  in 
every  undertaking  upon  which  they  have  en- 
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tered.  They  have  progressed  steadily  by  dint 
of  commend^le  diligence  and  thrift,  and  hon- 
orable business  practices  have  won  them  the 
most  creditable  standing  with  their  associates 
and  patrons,  the  latter  including  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  residents  of  Oil  City,  who  have 
had  excellent  opportunity  to  judge  of  their 
standards  in  the  high  class  of  goods  and  serv- 
ice rendered. 

In  1909  Ora  L.  Hays  married  Harriet  M. 
Loots,  daughter  of  W.  H.  Loots,  of  Oil  City, 
former  proprietor  of  the  'Tetroleum  Hotel," 
now  living  retired.  Mrs.  Hays  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Oil  City.  Mr.  Hays  is  well  known 
fraternally,  being  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  thirty- 
second-degree  Mason.  He  belongs  to  the  com- 
mandery  at  Oil  City.  His  home  is  at  No.  931 
West  First  street. 

Frank  R.  Hays  was  bom  June  8,  1884,  on 
the  old  family  homestead  a  few  miles  west  of. 
Oil  City,  in  Oakland  township,  and  spent  his 
early  life  there,  acquiring  a  good  education  in 
the  local  schools.  In  1902  he  left  the  farm 
and  joined  his  brother  Ora  in  Oil  City,  starting 
the  milk  products  business  which  the  latter  still 
conducts,  and  which  they  operated  for  several 
years  under  the  name  of  Hays  Brothers.  In 
1Q13  he  purchased  the  Brundage  bakery  in  Oil 
City,  an  old  established  place  which  has  since 
been  carried  on  by  the  Hays  Baking  Company, 
one  of  the  partners  being  C.  H.  Turner,  an 
expert  baker,  under  whose  direction  personally 
a  full  line  of  first-class  bakery  goods  is  pro- 
duced. During:  the  five  years  of  Mr.  Hays' 
association  with  the  business  the  trade  has  en- 
larged notably,  including  an  extensive  whole- 
sale patronag^e  as  well  as  select  retail  custom. 
Fifteen  employes  are  regularly  engaged.  The 
management  of  the  practical  end  of  the*  baking 
being  in  Mr.  Turner's  hands,  Mr.  Hays  has 
.eriven  a  laree  share  of  his  attention  to  the  oil  in- 
terests which  he  and  his  brother  have  acquired, 
as  previously  noted.  The  brothers  have  well 
sustained  the  reputation  of  the  Hays  family 
for  capacity  and  alertness  in  the  care  of  their 
business  concerns,  in  which  they  have  been  de- 
servedly prosperous.  They  are  alive  to  the 
importance  of  details,  attentive  to  everv  phase 
of  their  various  operations,  and  reliable  in  all 
their  dealing^s  with  others,  having  the  confi- 
dence of  all  who  have  occasion  to  do  business? 
with  them.  In  July,  1018,  Frank  R.  Hays  left 
for  France,  having  offered  his  services  as  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  worker  for  the  war. 

In  19 1 3  Frank  R.  Hays  married  Mildred 
Kams,  daughter  of  S.  D.  Kams,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Franklin,  this  countv,  men- 
tioned elsewhere.    Like  his  brother  Mr.  Hays 


is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  thirty-second-degree 
Mason,  having  gone  through  both  the  York  and 
Scottish  Rites.  His  favorite  outdoor  recrea- 
tion is  hunting,  which  he  has  indulged  on  vari- 
ous trips  to  the  Maine  woods  and  Canadian 
forests. 

HON.  ABEL  L.  CONFER,  of  Oil  City, 
has  been  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of 
V^enango  county  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
residence  here,  which  dates  from  1870.  In 
business  circles  and  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  he  has  contributed  his  full  share  to 
the  advancement  of  both  city  and  county,  and 
he  holds  a  solid  place  among  its  most  valued 
men  on  the  record  of  his  achievements. 

Mr.  Confer  was  bom  Dec.  10,  1844,  on  a 
farm  near  Akron,  N.  Y.,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Caroline  (Green)  Confer.  His  father 
was  bom  at  Lycoming,  Lycoming  .Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  liV^ed  up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
For  some  time  he  was  engaged  in  farmmg  at 
Akron,  N.  Y.,  moving  to  Saginaw,  Mich., 
when  his  son  Abel  was  eight  years  old,  and 
there  establishing  himself  on  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two.  He  is  buried  at  New 
I^throp,  Mich.,  with  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  when  eighty-six  years  old.  She  was  a 
native  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  a  descendant 
of  General  Greene,  the  Revolutionary  hero, 
being  a  daughter  of  Abel  and  Axie  (Booth) 
Green ;  her  father  was  a  farmer  in  Massachu- 
setts and  New  York  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Confer  had  the  following  children: 
Nelson,  Abel  L.,  Erastus,  John,  Francis,  Nor- 
man and  Axie,  the  last  named  dying  when 
seven  years  old  and  being  buried  at  Akron, 
N.  Y.  The  mother  was  a  Baptist  in  religious 
connection.  The  father  supported  the  Repub- 
lican party.    He  was  of  Dutch  parentage. 

Abel  L.  Confer  was  eight  years  old  when 
the  family  removed  to  the  farm  at  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  then  a  newly  settled  part  of  the  country, 
and  remained  there  until  after  he  reached  the 
age  of  eleven.  Though  only  a  boy  when  the 
Civil  war  was  being  fought,  he  hired  out  as  a 
teamster  in  the  Northern  army,  being  sent 
from  New  York  by  boat  to  Virginia,  and  en- 
countering a  terrible  storm  en  route.  .  Arriv- 
ing at  Aqua  Creek,  Va.,  he  was  sent  thence  to 
the  front,  at  Fredericksburg,  remaining  there 
a  few  months  before  his  return  to  New  York. 
Later  he  went  to  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Atlantic  &  Great 
Western  Railroad  Company  in  the  telegraph 
department,  on  the  construction  of  a  line  to 
Dayton,  Ohio.    When  that  work  was  finished 
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he  was  sent  to  Meadville,  Pa.,  as  telegraph 
repairman,  being  so  engaged  for  some  time; 
and  was  subsequently  appointed  extra  agent 
and  operator  on  the  line  (Second  Division), 
continuing  a  few  years  in  that  capacity.  In 
1870  he  was  appointed  agent  of  that  road  at 
Reno,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  served  as  such 
until  1886.  Meantime  he  had  branched  out 
into  the  refining  business  with  W.  H.  Stevens, 
with  whom  he  was  interested  in  the  Arctic  Oil 
Works  at  Reno,  and  several  months  after  he 
joined  this  enterprise  he  was  given  the  choice 
of  discontinuing  his  connection  with  it  or  giv- 
ing up  his  railroad  position.  He  wisely  de- 
cided to  remain  in  the  refining  business,  which 
has  been  his  main  interest  since.  With  S.  Y. 
Ramage  and  Fred  Fisher,  both  of  Oil  City, 
he  started  the  Mutual  Oil  Company  (at 
Reno),  after  a  year  or  two  stUing  out  his  in- 
terest therein  to  Mr.  Ramage.  Then  he  started 
to  build  the  Empire  Oil  Works  at  Reno,  ever 
since  known  as  one  of  the  principal  refineries 
in  this  section,  and  which  under  his  capable 
direction  and  mianagement  has  been  a  steady 
success  from  its  inception.  The  business  of 
refining,  lubricating  and  illuminating  oils  has 
been  expanded  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
original  plant  has  had  to  be  enlarged  several 
times  to  meet  new  demands,  the  establishment 
now  having  capacity  for  handling  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  barrels  of  crude  oil  yearly. 
A  braiKrh  of  the  business  is  maintained  at 
Montreal,  Canada,  and  the  product  is  marketed 
not  only  all  over  the  United  States,  but  over 
a  considerable  portion  of  Canada  and  in  for- 
eign countries.  A  trade  of  good  proportions 
had  been  built  up  m  Hamburg,  Germany,  at 
the  time  the  war  broke  out,  vrfiich  of  course 
has  been  discontinued,  but  the  Paris  (France) 
business  is  still  kept  up.  Mr.  Confer  has  kept 
personal  control  of  the  management  of  the 
Empire  Works  ever  since  they  were  founded, 
and  their  uninterrupted  success  is  due  entirely 
to  his  close  supervision  over  all  the  details  of 
manufacture  and  marketing,  which  he  has 
studied  assiduously. 

Mr.  Confer  has  the  faculty  of  keeping  many 
interests  going  without  neglecting  any  of  them, 
as  his  participation  in  numerous  activities  out- 
side of  business  attests.  While  he  had  his 
home  at  Reno  he  served  ten  years  on  the 
sdhool  board  of  Sugar  Creek  township,  he 
and  his  colleague,  Henry  James,  finding  the 
schools  there  in  primitive  condition  when  they 
assumed  office,  disorganized,  and  without  sys- 
tem. They  set  about  to  correct  these  defects 
in  the  most  practical  manner,  succeeded   in 


reorganizing  them  on  an  up-to-date  basis  and 
installed  the  first-class  system  now  in  opera- 
tion there,  a  fact  highly  appreciated  by  the 
citizens  of  the  township.  Mr.  Confer  was  also 
postmaster  at  Reno  for  a  nimiber  of  years. 
In  1892  he  removed  thence  to  Oil  City,  where 
he  has  been  just  as  actively  identified  with  the 
administration  of  public  affairs,  having  served 
several  years  as  councilman  from  the  Fourth 
ward  and  from  1905  to  1908  as  mayor.  On 
political  questions  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  in 
hearty  sympathy  with  all  the  interests  of  his 
fellow  men,  being  a  member  of  the  National 
Security  League,  of  the  Oil  City  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  National  Petroleum  Association 
(to  which  he  has  belonged  nearly  fifteen 
years),  Venango  Club,  Wanango  Country  Club 
(of  which  he  is  vice  president)  and  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  which  latter  connection  he  holds 
membership  in  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Oil  City;  Oil  City  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  K.  T.,  of 
Oil  City,  past  commander,  1902-03;  Pennsyl- 
vania Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  of 
Pittsburgh;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
N.  M.  S.,  of  Erie,  Pa.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church. 

On  Nov.  15,  1870,  Mr.  Confer  married 
Mary  J.  Boslough,  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  Boslough,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  been  bom  to  this  union ;  Marguerite 
died  in  infancy;  Mabel  is  the  wife  of  E.  W. 
Chase  and  has  two  children,  Mary  C.  and 
Sarah  W.;  Gertrude  A.  is  the  wife  of  John 
Fox  Means,  of  Oil  City.  Both  of  Mr.  Conf er's 
sons-in-law  are  associated  with  him  in  the 
operation  of  the  Empire  Oil  Works  and  Penn- 
sylvania Cooperage  Company,  the  latter  also  a 
Reno  concern  of  importance. 

FREDERICK  ELMER  HARSH  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  enterprising  spirits  in 
Rouscville,  his  confidence  in  prevailing  and 
future  conditions  there,  as  shown  in  his  own 
operations,  having  been  fully  justified  by  their 
outcome,  which  has  also  benefited  the  borough 
appreciably.  Mr.  Harsh  believes  in  making 
use  of  local  opportunities,  and  in  developing 
them  to  the  utmost  has  proved  to  be  thoroughly 
alive  to  their  possibilities,  with  the  courage  to 
break  away  from  old  ideas  to  venture  into  un- 
tried fields.  He  has  been  well  rewarded,  both 
in  the  material  sense  and  in  the  standing  which 
his  success  has  brought. 

Mr.  Harsh  was  bom  at  Rouseville  March 
28,  1870,  and  has  spent  all  his  life  there.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools, 
and  he  was  little  more  than  a  boy  when  he 
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became  connected  with  the  business  of  oil  pro- 
duction, which  he  has  always  continued,  his 
operations  at  present  being  conducted  on  what 
was  formerly  the  old  John  McClintock  farm 
near  Rouseville,  now  the  property  of  the  Rouse- 
ville  Real  Estate  Company,  Limited,  and  leased 
from  that  company.  Here  he  has  forty-five 
producing  wells,  yielding  profitably,  and  his 
success  as  an  oil  producer  is  the  outcome  of 
long  and  varied  experience,  practically  applied. 
Meantime  he  has  also  gone  into  other  business 
activities  with  such  gratifying  results  that  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  he  follows  fundamental 
principles  in  his  various  activities.  Owning 
about  one  acre  in  what  is  now  the  heart  of 
Rouseville,  he  subdivided  it  for  residence  pur- 
poses. In  facilitating  his  real  estate  transac- 
tions he  formed  the  Rouseville  Real  Estate 
Company,  Limited,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and 
treasurer,  being  associated  with  Isaac  Ander- 
son, who  is  chairman  of  the  company.  He  is 
also  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Stone  Hill 
Water  Company,  which  supplies  water  to  the 
borough  of  Rouseville,  D.  J.  Cavanaugh  being 
president  of  this  concern  and  S.  N.  Moyar 
treasurer.  Mr.  Harsh  is  well  and  favorably 
known,  not  only  in  his  business  connections  but 
also  personally,  holding  membership  in  Fra- 
ternal Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Rouse- 
ville, Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection  (fourteenth 
degree),  Coudersport  Consistory  (thirty-second 
degree),  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
being  a  past  patron  of  the  last  named.  His 
wife  is  a  past  worthy  matron. 

Mr.  Harsh  married  Lulu  Livingston,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  Fredonia  Institute,  in  Mercer 
county.  Pa.,  and  they  have  two  daughters, 
Lucile  R.  and  Dola  A.,  both  high  school 
students  at  this  writing. 

JAMES  WINFIELD  DORWORTH,  M. 
D.,  has  followed  the  medical  profession  in  Oil 
City  since  191 1,  and  has  been  notably  success- 
ful, especially  in  the  field  of  surgery.  As 
student  and  practitioner  Dr.  Dorworth  has 
made  his  own  way,  and  is  thoroughly  entitled 
to  the  high  reputation  and  influential  position 
which  he  now  enjoys.  Born  in  Oil  City  March 
6,  1876,  he  is  a  son  of  the  late  James  L.  Dor- 
worth  and  grandson  of  Jonathan  Dorworth, 
who  came  to  this  section  in  1834  from  Emaus, 
Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  and  settled  in  Richland  town- 
ship, on  north  Richey  run,  near  his  wife's  par- 
ents. Philip  and  Magdalena  Knauss,  the  two 
families  likely  emigrating  together.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Knauss  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives  in 
that  township,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
i86g,  when  he  was  aged  eighty- three  years. 


Their  sons,  one  of  whom  was  Samuel,  reared 
families,  but  none  of  the  name  are  now  resid- 
ing in  the  county.  They  are  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Pennsylvania,  Sebastian  Knauss,  the 
emigrant  ancestor  in  this  country,  having  been 
one  of  a  colony  which  came  from  the  Rhine 
Palatinate  under  the  auspices  of  the  Penns, 
about  1723.  The  old  Moravian  Church  at  their 
early  home  in  Pennsylvania  was  built  on  his 
property,  and  still  stands  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  a  tablet  marking  the  site  of  his 
Did  home. 

Jonathan  Dorworth  cleared  out  a  farm  on 
Richey  run  and  passed  many  of  his  active  years 
in  its  cultivation,  leaving  it  in  1866  to  settle 
in  Oil  City,  where  he  was  subsequently  engaged 
as  a  building  contractor  until  his  death,  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  His  only  son 
to  reach  maturity  was  James  L.  Dorworth,  who 
lost  his  life  in  the  historic  disaster  of  1892  at 
Oil  City,  when  but  forty-five  years  old.  He 
was  a  talented  professional  man,  an  educator 
and  lawyer  who  had  done  noteworthy  work  in 
\'enango  county,  and  his  untimely  death  was 
regarded  as  a  great  loss  to  the  community.  He 
had  prepared  for  teaching  at  the  Edinboro 
(Pa.)  Normal  School,  and  taught  at  various 
points  in  Venango  county,  including  Oil  City, 
l)efore  entering  upon  the  practice  of  law,  which 
he  followed  from  1884.  His  wife,  Alice  Gray 
(Thompson),  of  Clarion  county.  Pa.,  survives. 
There  were  three  sons  in  their  family  of  seven 
children.  Hugh  C,  Charles  F.  and  James  Win- 
field.  Charles  F.  Dorworth  is  an  engineer,  now 
in  the  West. 

Dr.  Dorworth  obtained  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  Oil  City  public  schools,  and  his 
father  dying  when  he  was  a  youth  of  sixteen 
he  had  to  undertake  his  own  support  at  that 
aere,  besides  helping  his  mother  and  two  sisters. 
He  beg^n  with  the  modest  salary  of  five  dollars 
a  week,  as  a  bookkeeper  for  the  National  Tran- 
sit Company,  and  kept  up  his  literary  studies 
as  opportunitv  aflForded,  eventually  entering 
upon  the  study  of  medicine.  After  years  of 
close  devotion  and  self-denial  he  found  it  pos- 
sible to  take  a  regular  course  in  medicine,  which 
he  pursued  at  Pulte  Medical  College,  Columbus. 
Ohio,  now  the  medical  department  of  the  Ohio 
State  University,  of  which  institution  five 
physicians  now  in  practice  at  Oil  City  are 
graduates.  He  was  graduated  therefrom  in 
IQTT,  and  while  carrving  on  his  studies  there 
not  only  supported  himself  but  also  assisted 
his  sister,  who  was  attending  Allesfhenv  Col- 
leere.  at  MeadviHe,  Pa.,  and  who  has  been  a 
teacher  in  Oil  Citv  for  two  years.  Dr.  Dor- 
worth opened  an  office  at  Oil  City  immediately 
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after  his  graduation,  and  has  been  occupied 
with  general  practice  ever  since,  giving  a  large 
share  of  his  attention  to  surgical  cases,  which 
he  has  handled  with  marked  success.  He  is  an 
esteemed  member  of  the  Oil  City  Medical 
Society. 

Dr.  Dorworth  has  been  a  devotee  of  athletics 
and  outdoor  recreations  all  his  life,  and  takes 
much  pleasure  in  his  occasional  outings  on 
nearby  streams  or  in  the  woods.  While  in 
college  he  maintained  high  standing  for  his 
track  |>erformances,  and  won  medals  in  long 
distance  running.  He  is  not  married,  making 
his  home  with  his  mother.  Dr.  Dorworth  is 
associated  with  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church. 

WILSON  R.  BARR  (deceased),  a  resident 
of  Oil  City  from  1871,  was  not  only  one  of  its 
successful  men  of  business,  but  also  rendered 
his  fellow  citizens  distinctive  service  in  civic 
affairs  and  the  field  of  philanthropy,  showing 
a  liberal  spirit  and  broad  sympathy  with  the 
interests  of  the  community.  He  held  decided 
views  on  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship, 
and  never  disregarded  them  in  ordering  his 
own  concerns. 

Mr.  Barr  was  of  English  parentage,  born 
Oct.  II,  1839,  ^"  Erie  county,  Pa.,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Susan  (Wasson)  Barr,  who  settled 
at  Erie  when  they  came  from  England.  Their 
family  consisted  of  seven  children :  Elizabeth ; 
Washington,  bom  June  11,  1824;  James,  born 
Oct.  II,  1827;  Washington  (2),  bom  April 
4.  1830;  Lafayette,  bom  March  4,  1833;  Wil- 
son R. ;  and  John,  born  Oct.  i,  1842. 

Wilson  R.  Barr  was  very  young  when  his 
father  died,  after  which  he  moved  with  his 
brothers  Washington,  Lafayette  and  John  to 
Girard,  Pa.,  and  later  to  Conneautville,  Craw- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  many  years  prior 
to  his  removal  to  Oil  City.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  public  schools  at  that 
place  and  Meadville,  in  the  same  county,  and 
he  took  higher  studies  in  the  academy  at  Jef- 
ferson, Ohio.  At  the  time  of  the  gold  excite- 
ment in  Colorado  he  went  West,  but  met  with 
no  success  there  and  returned  to  Conneaut- 
ville. In  18(71  he  came  to  Oil  City,  here  in 
1873  founding  the  insurance  business  which  he 
continued  until  his  death,  and  now  carried  on 
by  his  son  under  the  old  name  of  W.  R.  Barr 
&  Co.  As  resident  agent  for  leading  com- 
panies he  built  up  a  large  patronage,  and  in 
connection  with  that, line  handled  real  estate, 
many  important  local  transactions  passing 
through  his  hands.  In  1880  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Dr.  J.  N.  Bolard,  a  well  known 


oil  man,  with  whom  he  was  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil  for  about  twenty-five  years, 
with  results  which  brought  him  considerable 
reputation,  and  he  was  a  director  of  the  Oil 
City  Trust  Company,  becoming  prominent  in 
business  circles.  Mr.  Barr  served  several 
terms  in  the  city  council,  in  whose  delibera- 
tions he  took  an  influential  part.  When  the  Oil 
City  Hospital  was  organized  in  1892  he  be- 
came director,  later  succeeding  J.  R.  Campbell 
as  treasurer  and  serving  as  such  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  12,  1912,  at  Van- 
couver, B.  C,  while  he  was  on  his  way  home 
from  a  pleasure  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast.  He 
is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemeter>'.  Mr.  Barr 
affiliated  with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  & 
A.  M.  Following  is  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Oil  City  Hospital  board  at  the 
time  of  his  decease: 

Whereas,  By  the  death  of  Wilson  R.  Barr  on  the 
12th  day  of  July,  1912,  the  Oil  City  Hospital  lost  a 
zealous  and  devoted  director,  officer,  and  firm  friend, 
his  term  of  service  beginning  with  the  organization 
of  the  institution  in  1^2  and  only  ceasing  with  his 
death,  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Directors  desire  to  ex- 
press their  appreciation  of  his  work  and  service  for 
the  hospital; 

Resolved,  That  his  earnest  manner,  his  constant 
attendance  at  meetings  of  the  board  and  of  the  cor- 
poration, his  watchful  care  of  its  financial  business, 
were  invaluable  and  always  regulated  only  by  the 
demands  of  the  hospital. 

That  the  Board  of  Directors  appreciate  highly  his 
record  and  shall  always  hold  his  memory  in  high 
esteem.  That  we  extend  to  his  family  our  regret  at 
his  death  and  express  our  sympathy  with  them  in 
their  bereavement. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  made  and 
given  to  his  family,  and  that  they  be  recorded  in 
the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

S.  Y.  Ramage, 
H.  H.  Rand, 
George  N.  Reed, 
R.  D.  McLouTH, 
Committee. 

On  June  30,  1874,  Mr.  Barr  was  married 
to  Jennie  C.  Harding,  daughter  of  Dr.'  Joseph 
Mayhew  Harding,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Joseph  Wilson. 

Joseph  Wilson  Barr  was  born  July  i, 
1875,  in  Oil  City,  where  he  was  reared,  ob- 
taining his  preparatory  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  there.  Graduating  from  the  high 
school  in  1892,  he  took  a  course  at  Amherst 
College,  was  graduated  *  from  that  institution 
in  1899  ^vith  the  degree  of  B.  A.,  and  after- 
ward studying  law  under  Trax  and  Parker, 
attorneys,  of  Oil  City,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Venango  county.     In   1900-01  he  entered 
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the  insurance  business  with  his  father,  the 
firm  later  becoming  W.  R.  Barr  &  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  now  senior  member,  having  ad- 
mitted H.  R.  Klahr,  of  Oil  .City,  to  partner- 
ship some  time  prior  to  his  father's  death. 
They  serve  an  extensive  clientele.  As  one  of 
the  firm  of  Eaton  &  Barr  Mr.  Barr  is  also 
successfully  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil 
with  George  W.  Eaton.  He  is  a  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Oil 
City ;  succeeded  his  father  as  treasurer  of  the 
Oil  City  Hospital,  and  is  still  connected  with 
the  institution  as  vice  president  and  chairman 
of  the  House  committee;  and  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Venango  Club,  Wanango  Country 
Club,  Oil  City  Boat  Club,  Masonic  fraternity 
and  Elks  (Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  343).  He  is  a 
past  master  of  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Oil  City ;  member  of  Oil  City  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  44, 
Knights  Templar ;  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion, fourteenth  degree,  Scottish  Rite  Masons ; 
and  Syria  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of 
Pittsbui^h.  While  at  Amherst  Mr.  Barr  was 
a  member  of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Fra- 
ternity, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  Qub  of  New  York.  Though 
a  Republican,  Mr.  Barr  has  been  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  administration  in  the  present 
crisis,  and  has  exerted  himself  strenuously  in 
behalf  of  patriotic  activities  as  a  director  of 
the  National  Security  League  of  Oil  City,  and 
committeeman  of  the  National  Security 
League ;  vice  chairman  of  the  Home  Defense 
League;  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aid  of  the  Oil  City  Chapter,  Red  Cross; 
county  director  of  the  Boys'  Working  Re- 
serve, U.  S.  A.,  Department  of  Civilian  Serv- 
ice and  Labor  of  the  Public  Safety  Commit- 
tee; and  one  of  the  "four-minute"  speakers 
who^e  services  are  at  the  command  of  the 
patriotic  working  forces. 

Mr.  Barr  married  Florence  L.  Byles,  daug^h- 
ter  of  Julius  Byles,  attorney,  of  Titusville, 
Pa.  They  have  two  children:  Joseph  Wil- 
son. Jr.,  bom  Jan.  15,  1914,  and  Mary  Vir- 
ginia, bom  April  19,  191 5.  Mr.  Barr  sup- 
ports the  Episcopal  Church,  which  he  and  his 
wnfe  attend. 

CHARLES  ADAM  WAITZ.  of  Rouseville. 
superintendent  of  the  oil  properties  of  the  J. 
W.  Waitz  Estate  on  the  old  Steele  farm,  is  a 
brother  of  the  late  J.  -W.  Waitz  and  was  asso- 
ciated with  him  for  many  vears,  assuming  his 
present  responsibilities  in  February,  1902,  and 
continuing  in  them  after  his  brother's  decease. 
Mr.  Waitz  was  bom  in  October,  1864,  at  Al- 


bany, N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Rouseville  in  1870 
with  his  parents,  John  and  Louisa  (Millitz) 
Waitz. 

John  Waitz,  the  father,  was  bom  about  1818 
in  Saxony,  Germany,  where  he  grew  up,  com- 
ing to  America  in  young  manhood.  In  New 
York  he  met  and  married  Louisa  Millitz,  who 
as  a  young  girl  left  Hamburg,  Germany,  with 
a  company,  of  persecuted  Baptists  from  Mcck- 
lenburg-Schwerin,  and  landed  at  New  York 
after  a  six  weeks'  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel. 
The  colonists  were  held  over  in  New  York  for 
a  number  of  weeks,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waitz 
were  married  there  meanwhile  by  Herr  Von 
Putkamer,  a  minister  in  the  Baptist  company, 
which  eventually  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  a 
settlement  was  made.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waitz  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y., 
where  they  remained  for  a  time,  Mr.  Waitz 
finding  employment  as  a  tank  mechanic,  and  in 
1867  they  removed  thence  to  the  Pennsylvania 
oil  coimtry,  locating  at  Oil  City,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  oil  tanks  and 
barrels.  Later  they  lived  a  short  time  in  Erie, 
Pa.,  returning  to  Oil  City  in  1870,  in  the  palmy 
days  of  the  oil  business,  and  settling  at  Rouse- 
ville, where  he  died  in  August,  1882,  at  the  age 
of  sixty- four  years.  His  wife,  Louisa  (Mil- 
litz), born  in  October,  1835,  died  in  January, 
1901,  and  both  are  buried  in  Grove  Hill  ceme- 
tery. They  were  Baptists  in  religious  faith, 
and  Mr.  Waitz  was  a  Republican  in  political 
opinion.  Five  children  were  bora  to  their  mar- 
riage, namely :  John  William ;  Louisa,  wife  of 
Austin  Shanefelder,  of  Oil  City,  and  mother 
of  two  children,  Clarence  and  Austin  (she  is 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church)  ;  Charles 
Adam;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Otto  R.  Mundt,  of 
Oil  City;  and  Daniel,  who  died  on  the  Steele 
farm  when  thirty-one  years  old. 

Charles  Adam  Waitz  was  reared  &t  Rouse- 
ville, receiving  his  education  in  the  local 
schools.  He  has  always  been  employed  in  the 
oil  industry,  beginning  that  work  in  boyhood, 
and  after  he  had  acquired  some  experience  de- 
cided to  make  a  venture  on  his  own  account, 
buying  a  lease  at  Kennerdell  which  he  operated 
successfully  for  some  time.  Later  he  sold  it 
and  purchased  a  lease  at  Pithole,  in  Allegheny 
township,  which  he  has  held  ever  since,  having 
a  profitable  production  there  which  he  manages 
in  connection  with  the  oil  holdings  of  his 
brother's  estate  on  the  old  "Johnny  Steele" 
farm  at  Rouseville,  where  he  has  been  superin- 
tendent since  Febmary,  1902.  This  is  a  very 
large  production,  and  the  business  there,  thanks 
to  his  control,  went  on  without  interruption 
after  the  death  of  J.  W.  Waitz.    His  success 
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in  its  operation,  as  well  as  in  the  conduct  of 
his  individual  holdings,  has  made  him  a  place 
among  the  best  known  oil  men  in  this  section. 
He  has  been  granted  twelve  United  States  pat- 
ents pertaining  to  oil  wells.  He  has  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance  in  the  local  fraternal  bodies, 
holding  membership  in  Fraternal  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Rouseville;  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks  at  Oil 
Gty. 

Mr.  Waitz  was  married  to  Minnie  Wratten, 
dai^ter  of  George  Wratten,  a  prominent  resi- 
dent of  Complanter  township,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rouseville,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Howard  C.,  Mabel  and  Warren  W. 
Mrs.  Waitz  and  the  children  are  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  at  Oil  City. 

THOMAS  J.  WRIGHT,  of  Oil  City,  known 
in  his  own  community  and  all  over  the  couirty 
for  his  substantial  qualities,  has  led  a  busy  and 
fruitful  life,  and  while  gaining  a  favorable  po- 
sition for  himself  has  done  his  share  toward 
performing  a  similar  service  in  the  interest  of 
the  general  welfare.  Mr.  Wright  has  prospered 
in  business  by  well  directed  attention  to  his  ma- 
terial affairs,  but  he  has  been  neither  unmind- 
ful nor  neglectful  of  the  other  desirable  things 
in  life,  and  his  creditable  standing  in  all  its  re- 
lations is  well  merited.  His  home  has  been  in 
Oil  City  since  1865,  in  which  year  his  parents 
settled  there  after  a  number  of  years'  residence 
at  Lockport,  N.  Y.  John  Harrison  Wright,  his 
father,  was  a  native  of  the  County  of  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  and  came  to  America  some  time 
before  the  Civil  war,  settling  at  Mud  Creek, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lockport.  He  took 
contracts  for  railroad  work,  following  this 
business  successfully  for  many  years.  Remov- 
ing to  Oil  City  in  1865,  the  remainder  of  his 
life  was  spent  here,  his  death  occurring  at  Oil 
City  when  he  was  ninety-two  years  old.  He  is 
buried  there.  His  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
dren, viz. :  John,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war 
in  Company  A,  i6ist  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  died  while  in  the  service,  in  1863 ; 
William  H.,  who  seryed  in  the  same  command 
as  his  brother,  from  1863  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  now  a  resident  of  Oil  City ;  Sarah,  wife  of 
David  James,  of  Oil  City;  Mary,  wife  of 
Myron  Lytle,  of  Oil  City;  Joseph  E.,  also  of 
Oil  City ;  and  Thomas  J. 

Thomas  J.  Wright  was  bom  in  1862  at  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Oil  City.  His  early  occupation  was  in  the  line 
of  painting  and  house  decorating,  in  which  he 
was  engaged  for  many  years,  doing  business  on 
his  own  account  and  having  a  well  stocked 


store  on  Seneca  street,  where  the  Pennsylvania 
freight  house  now  stands.  He  handled  large 
quantities  of  wallpaper  and  paints,  selling  con- 
siderable merchandise  of  that  character  besides 
what  he  used  in  his  contracts.  In  1900  Mr. 
Wright  sold  out  all  his  interest  in  this  business, 
turning  all  his  time  and  energies  to  the  produc- 
tion of  oil,  which  has  since  occupied  him  thor- 
oughly and  profitably.  His  individual  holdings 
are  all  in  Venango  county  and  entirely  under 
'  his  personal  control,  but  be  has  valuable  inter- 
ests in  a  number  of  operations  in  other  oil 
fields.  In  the  course  of  his  business  activities, 
which  have  included  investments  in  real  estate 
and  mercantile  enterprises,  he  has  made  many 
personal  friendships  which  he  prizes  highly. 
He  has  always  been  active  in  church  work. 

Mr.  Wright's  home  is  at  No.  810  West  First 
street,  Oil  City.  He  married  May  Williams, 
who  was  bom  on  the  famous  oil  property 
known  as  the  Rynd  Farm  in  Venango  county, 
daughter  of  Myron  W.  WilHams,  a  native  of 
Port  Byron,  N.  Y.,  who  settled  there  upon  his 
removal  to  this  region.  Mrs.  Wright  died 
May  15,  19 1 7,  survived  by  her  husband  and  one 
child,  Donald  T. 

Donald  T.  Wright  was  born  in  Oil  City 
Jan.  6,  1894,  and  acquired  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  there,  later  becom- 
ing a  student  in  Allegheny  College,  at  Mead- 
ville,  Pa.  For  some  time  he  was  a  newspaper 
man  at  Oil  City,  but  he  is  at  present  engaged 
with  that  branch  of  the  Council  of  National 
Defense  having  charge  of  the  Inland  Water 
Courses,  having  made  a  special  study  of  river 
improvements  throughout  his  mature  years. 
He  served  four  years  as  president  of  the  Alle- 
gheny River  Improvement  Association,  and  is 
now  vice  president  of  that  organization,  in 
whose  interest  he  has  worked  whole-heartedly, 
believing  that  the  attainment  of  its  objects  will 
be  an  important  feature  of  the  future  good  of 
this  region.  Mr.  Wright  lives  with  his  father 
in  Oil  City,  where  he  is  well  known  in  his 
various  associations.  He  is  a  member  of  Pet- 
rolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  like  his 
parents  holds  membership  in  the  M.  E. 
Church,  in  whose  work  they  have  all  taken  an 
active  part. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  DILLE,  M. 
D.,  Cooperstown,  was  his  father's  professional 
successor  in  this  section  of  Venango  county, 
where  as  medical  practitioners  they  have  been 
serving  the  people  of  the  community  in  turn 
since  1856— a  period  of  over  sixty  years. 
Standing  high  in  the  confidence  of  their  patrons 
and  equally  well  in  the  other  associations  of 
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life,  the  Dilles  have  a  record  of  skill  as  physi- 
cians and  usefulness  in  every  relation  in  which 
the  family  may  well  take  pride.  They  came 
here  from  Ohio,  and  the  father,  Dr.  James 
Madison  Dille,  was  a  son  of  General  Dille,  a 
veteran  of  the  war  of  1812.  The  General  was 
killed  by  a  train,  in  Ohio. 

James  Madison  Dille  was  bom  in  1822  in 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  State,  graduating  from  the 
Starling  Medical  College  in  1845.  He  came 
to  Venango  county,  Pa.,  in  1850,  settling  at 
Cooperstown,  in  Jackson  township,  and  not 
only  made  a  reputation  as  a  first-class  general 
practitioner  but  was  also  a  leader  in  all  the 
other  activities  of  the  profession.  His  thor- 
oughly progressive  spirit  never  abated,  even 
in  old  age,  for  he  had  more  time  then  to  keep 
up  with  the  advances  made  in  his  calling  and 
enjoyed  doing  so.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Venango  County  Medical  Society  and 
served  that  organization  officially ;  was  the  first 
pension  examining  surgeon  in  the  county  and 
held  that  position  until  the  board  was  organ- 
ized; and  he  led  the  typical  active  life  of.  the 
old-time  country  doctor,  taking  long  rides  on 
horseback  to  reach  many  of  his  patients  and 
never  refusing  them  any  attention  because  of 
the  personal  discomfort  to  himself.  Event- 
ually he  retired  because  of  advancing  age,  and 
he  died  July  17,  1881;.  Dr.  Dille  married  Han- 
nah Axtell,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Axtell,  of 
Mercer  county,  Pa.,  who  survived  him  exactly 
twenty-two  years,  passing  away  July  17,  1907, 
when  past  eighty  years  old.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Dille  were  associated  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  sons 
and  four  daughters :  George  Washington ; 
Samuel  L.,  who  was  a  merchant  at  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  during  his  active  years,  now  living  re- 
tired in  that  city ;  Ann  Eliza,  widow  of  Thomas 
S.  Minium,  of  Cooperstown,  an  undertaker, 
who  died  two  years  ago ;  Abijah  L.,  who  lives 
in  Omaha,  Nebr. ;  Alice,  who  marriecj  Samuel 
Glenn,  of  Erie,  and  died  at  home ;  James  Madi- 
son, who  is  engaged  in  telegraph  work  in 
Omaha ;  Ella,  who  died  when  a  young'  girl : 
Leona  P.,  who  married  William  Rounds,  of 
Crawford  county ;  and  Thomas  Jeflferson,  who 
followed  teaching  and  died  in  young  manhood. 

George  Washington  Dille  was  bSrn  Jan.  i, 
184Q,  at  Mentor,  I^ke  Co..  Ohio,  and  has  lived 
at  Cooperstown  from  childhood.  His  literary 
education  was  acquired  in  the  local  schools  and 
at  Allegheny  College,  and  after  taking:  a  year's 
course  in  pharmacy  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  he 
became  associated  with  his  father,  with  whom 
he  was  engaged  for  five  years.     He  then  at- 


tended the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
Philadelphia,  where  he  studied  until  obliged  to 
return  home  because  of  his  father's  illness,  to 
take  care  of  the  practice,  but  he  was  not  satis- 
fied without  a  diploma,  so  he  entered  the 
Western  Reserve  University  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1872. 
He  has  been  highly  successful  in  practice,  hold- 
ing an  honorable  place  among  his  fellow  prac- 
titioners, having  been  very  prominent  in  the 
County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  vice 
president  in  1878;  president  in  1881,  and  censor 
in  1882.  He  has  also  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Medical  Association.  His  public 
services  have  been  notable,  partly  professional, 
as  his  nine  years  of  service  in  the  capacity  of 
surgeon  with  the  National  Guard,  to  which  he 
belonged  for  sixteen  years;  he  has  done  duty 
in  strikes  and  on  other  occasions.  For  twenty- 
one  years  in  succession  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Cooperstown  borough  school  board, 
being  secretary  of  that  body  for  eighteen  years 
and  public-spirited  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties. 

On  Oct.  18,  1905,  Dr.  Dille  married  Cora  J, 
Maitland,  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Anna 
N.  (Echelberger)  Maitland,  the  former  now  a 
resident  of  Franklin.  Mrs.  Dille  taught  for 
sixteen  years  before  her  marriage,  in  Clarion 
and  Venango  counties.  They  have  no  family. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dille  reside  in  Cooperstown. 

STEPHEN  VANDERLINE  SEATON, 
for  twenty-five  years  prior  to  his  death  head 
of  the  firm  of  S.  V.  Seaton  &  Sons,  leading 
general  merchants  of  Oil  City,  had  before  his 
removal  to  that  place  been  a  well  known  busi- 
ness man  in  and  about  Franklin,  Venango 
county,  in  which  vicinity  he  resided  for  almost 
forty-five  years. 

Mr.  Seaton  was  a  native  of  Butler  county. 
Pa.,  born  March  18,  1839,  near  Murrinsvtlle, 
son  of  John  and  Jane  Seaton,  who  moved  to 
Franklin  when  he  was  four  years  old.  Of 
their  children  one  son  and  two  daughters 
outlived  Stephen  V.,  namely:  Walker,  of 
Franklin ;  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Brashear,  of  Harris- 
burg,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Abbie  Fowler,  of  Tulsa, 
Okla.  Stephen  V.  Seaton  was  reared  and 
educated  at  Franklin,  and  as  a  youth  learned 
the  trade  of  wagonmaker,  which  he  followed 
at  that  place  for  some  time,  being  only  a  young 
man,  however,  when  he  entered  the  oil  in- 
dustry as  a  producer.  He  continued  in  the 
latter  line  most  of  the  time  until  he  came  in 
1888  to  Oil  City,  where  he  ever  afterward  had 
his  home  and  business  interests.    His  oil  wells 
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were  below  Franklin,  at  what  was  known  as 
the  Cochran  Flats.  His  sons  William  H.  and 
Charles  W.  Seaton  having  started  a  small  gen- 
eral store  at  Oil  City,  under  the  name  of  W. 
H.  &  C.  W.  Seaton,  he  joined  them  and  the^ 
firm  style  was  changed  to  S.  V.  Seaton  &  Sons. 
Evidently  Mr.  Seaton  had  not  exhausted  his 
business  resources  in  the  oil  fields,  for  the 
growth  of  the  trade  at  Oil  City  brought  the 
Seaton  store  into  first  place  within  a  few  years. 
In  fact  it  was  spoken  of  in  1896  as  the  largest 
general  store  in  the  city,  and  at  that  time  was 
being  conducted  by  Mr.  Seaton  and  his  son 
Charles  as  S.  V.  Seaton  &  Son,  with  the  flatter- 
ing comment  that  '*this  firm  is  sometimes  styled 
the  Wanamaker  of  Oil  City."  The  establish- 
ment was  known  for  its  complete  stock  and 
competent  service,  as  well  as  reasonable  prices, 
a  combination  of  good  points  which  recom- 
mended it  highly  to  the  buying  public  in  and 
around  Oil  City.  Harry  B.  Seaton,  a  younger 
son  of  S.  V.  Seaton,  is  now  sole  proprietor. 
A  general  line  of  groceries  and  dry  goods  is 
kept  in  stock,  as  has  long  been  the  custom, 
and  the  business  has  commodious  quarters, 
there  being  one  room  thirty  by  one  hundred 
and  seventy  feet  in  dimensions,  with  another 
twenty  by  sixty. 

Wherever  he  lived  Stephen  V.  Seaton  was 
known  as  a  good  citizen.  At  Oil  City  he  served 
two  terms  as  councilman  from  the  Fifth  ward, 
and  he  was  long  a  leading  member  of  Grace 
M.  E.  Church,  which  he  served  a  number  of 
years  as  trustee  and  treasurer,  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  official  board  at  the  time  of  his 
death.    Politically  he  was  a  Republican. 

On  Feb.  29,  i860,  Mr.  Seaton  married  Lizzie 
A.  Hultz,  of  Hubbard,  Ohio,  who  died  Jan. 
22,  1895,  survived  by  three  children:  Charles 
W.,  of  Oil  City,  who  married  Emma  L. 
Hughes  and  has  one  child,  Wesley  Hughes; 
Alice,  who  became  Mrs.  Edwards,  and  died 
June  15,  1917;  and  Harry  B.,  twin  of  Alice. 
The  eldest,  William  H.,  who  died  in  November, 
1 891,  married  Alice  L.  Cummings.  The 
mother  is  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery.  On 
Aug.  I,  1900,  Mr.  Seaton  married  (second) 
Rose  Frost,  a  native  of  Oil  City,  daughter  of 
David  Frost,  and  she  survives  him  with  their 
only  child,  Gerald  Stephen,  now  a  student  in 
high  school.  Mr.  Seaton  died  April  5,  1916, 
at  his  home  in  Oil  City,  No.  515  East  Second 
street,  after  several  weeks'  illness,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 

Harry  B.  Se.\ton  was  bom  Dec.  i,  1881, 
at  Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  a  child 
when  the  family  settled  at  Oil  City,  where  he 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 


finishing  at  the  high  school.  His  business 
training  was  gained  in  association  with  his 
father  and  brother  in  the  Seaton  store  at  Oil 
City,  to  which  all  of  his  active  career  has  been 
devoted.  The  establishment  has  been  main- 
tained up  to  a  high  standard  in  his  hands,  a 
substantial  witness  to  his  progressive  disposi- 
tion and  energetic  management.  Like  his 
father  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  general  life 
of  the  community  in  activities  outside  of  busi- 
ness, having  served  as  a  Republican  on  the 
election  board;  holding  membership  in  Latonia 
Lodge,  No.  1018,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  and  in  Grace 
M.  E.  Church,  where  he  was  head  usher  for 
several  years.  For  nine  years  he  was  a  private 
in  Company  D,  of  the  old  i6th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  National  Guard,  and  served  during 
the  coal  strike  at  "Mount  Carmel. 

Mr.  Seaton  married  Ruth  A.  Henne,  and 
they  have  one  child.  Jack,  who  was  born  in 
Oil  City  July  20,  1916. 

John  A.  Henne,  father  of  Mrs.  Seaton,  is 
a  resident  of  Oil  City,  and  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil  in  Ohio.  He  married  Hettie 
Rosenberry,  by  whom  he  has  four  children, 
Charles  A.,  Lester,  Ruth  A.  (Mrs.  Seaton) 
and  Ora.  They  attend  Grace  M.  E.  Church, 
and  Mr.  Henne  is  a  Republican  on  political 
questions. 

CHARLES  F.  WURSTER,  late  of  Oil  City, 
was  a  successful  oil  producer  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  residence  here  and  also 
associated  with  other  important  business  in- 
terests, holding  a  substantial  position  among 
his  contemporaries.  His  widow  still  has  her 
home  in  Oil  City,  where  they  came  to  reside 
in  the  year  1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wurster  were 
born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  there  he 
spent  his  early  life,  receiving  the  thorough 
practical  training  usually  given  to  the  youth 
in  that  country.  In  August,  1868,  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  to  investigate  for  himself 
the  promises  America  held  for  ambitious 
workers,  and  locating  in  BuflFalo,  N.  Y.,  was 
engaged  in  brewery  work  there  for  the  next 
three  years.  Then  he  returned  to  his  native 
land  for  a  short  stay,  coming  back  to  this 
country  in  a  few  months  with  his  bride  and 
establishing  himself  in  1872  at  Oil  City,  Pa., 
where  he  ever  afterward  made  his  home.  Here 
he  was  first  occupied  at  his  old  calling,  conduct- 
ing a  brewery  for  about  six  years,  but  he  did 
not  like  the  business  and  as  soon  as  possible 
gave  it  up  and  turned  to  the  greater  attractions 
of  oil  producing,  in  which  he  became  heavily 
interested,  continuing  in  that  line  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.    His  talent  for  business 
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and  good  management  brought  him  ample  re- 
wards, and  he  was  well  known  in  this  section 
of  the  State,  where  all  of  his  operations  were 
carried  on.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Oil 
City  Oil  Exchange  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
Oil  City  Trust  Company,  serving  as  a  mem- 
ber of  its  board  of  directors  until  ill  health 
made  it  n^essary  for  him  to  relinquish  some 
of  his  responsibilities ;  was  one  of  the  original 
stockholders  in  thq  Tube  works  and  in  the 
organ  and  desk  factory,  and  one  of  the  early 
producers  in  the  Bradford  oil  fields.  His 
death  occurred  March  i,  1901.  Mr.  Wurster 
was  a  well  known  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity in  this  locality,  affiliating  with  Petrolia 
Lodge,  No-  363,  F.  &  A.  M.  ^  Oil  City  Chapter, 
No.  236,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  Talbot  Commandery, 
No.  43,  K.  T.,  of  Oil  City.  In  religious  associa- 
tion he  was  a  member  of  the  Good  Hope 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Wurster  married  Christine  Knoell,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  John  Knoell,  and  reared  in 
the  same  neighborhood  as  himself,  being  one 
of  his  schoolmates.  She  was  twenty  years 
old  when  she  accompanied  him  to  America. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wurster  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  survive, 
namely:  Charles  H.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Oil 
City,  and  engaged  in  business  as  an  oil  pro- 
ducer; Nana,  wife  of  Harry  Leeper,  and  liv- 
ing in  Ohio:  Emma,  wife  of  R.  K.  Andrus, 
of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Amelia  Pauline,  who 
lives  with  her  mother ;  and  Ida  Marie,  wife  of 
Herbert  W.  White,  of  Oil  City.  Mrs.  Wurs- 
ter is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  the  city,  she  and  her  husband  shar- 
ing the  respect  and  goodwill  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends  here. 

AMOS  P.  DALE  (deceased)  was  a  pioneer 
resident  of  Oil  City  and  from  the  time  of  his 
settlement  there  a  man  whose  public  spirit  and 
genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  place 
were  apparent  to  all  who  had  relations  With 
him.  As  merchant,  financier,  and  in  other  busi- 
ness connections  he  was  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic figures  in  the  material  activities  of  the 
community,  of  which  he  was  an  able  promoter. 
But  he  was  no  less  zealous  or  capable  in  the 
establishment  of  good  government  and  social 
order,  the  encouragement  of  the  higher  objects 
of  life  in  others  and  their  exemplification  in 
his  own  career,  which  was  balanced  by  a  variety 
of  interests  well  chosen  to  round  out  a  useful 
existence.  His  part  in  the  life  of  the  com- 
munity had  a  definite  value  in  its  advancement. 

Mr.  Dale  was  bom  March  3,  1839,  ^"  Clarion 
county,  Pa.,  and  this  branch  of  the  family  has 


been  in  Venango  county  since  the  fifties.  His 
grandfather  lived  and  died  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  we  have  record  of  three  of  his  chil- 
dren, David,  Philip  and  Daniel.  Of  these, 
David  Dale,  bom  Sept.  11,  1810,  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  was  an  early  settler  in  Clarion 
county,  where  he  farmed  and  lumbered.  In 
1857  he  removed  to  Venango  county,  making 
his  home  in  what  is  now  Rockland  township, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  seek  for  oil  in  that 
region,  drilling  by  the  spring  pole  method  then 
in  general  use,  and  his  enterprise  and  thrift 
brought  him  prosperity,  though  he  only  lived  to 
middle  age.  On  Oct.  23,  1832,  Mr.  Dale  mar- 
ried Catherine  Henlen,  who  was  bom  Feb.  27^ 
1 81 2,  and  survived  him,  his  death  occurring 
April  8,  1862,  hers  on  Oct.  18,  1881.  They 
had  a  large  family,  namely:  Margaret  Ann, 
bom  Sept.  5,  1833,  married  Henry  Washington 
Shaffer,  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere 
in  this  work;  Joseph  King,  bom  Jan.  22,  1835, 
was  a  farmer  and  oil  driller,  married  Susan 
Shafer,  and  died  in  September,  1916,  in  Frank- 
lin ;  Luenda,  born  Jan.  20,  1837,  married  C.  C. 
Shaner,  and  is  now  living  in  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana; Amos  P.  is  next  in  the  family;  Hiram 
Miles,  bom  June  3,  1841,  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work;  Christian  C,  born  Aug. 
14,  1843,  >s  living  at  Phimer,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.;  Xancy  P.,  bom  May  17,  1846,  was  the 
wife  of  John  Bartlett,  and  died  May  i,  1908; 
Magdalena  A.,  born  Nov.  4,  1847,  died  June 
5,  1852:  David  Isaiah,  bom  March  18,  1849, 
now  a  resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  formerly 
in  business  at  Franklin  with  George  Maloney 
under  the  firm  name  of  Maloney  &  Co. ;  Levi 
H..  born  Oct.  i,  1850,  died  in  191 5  at  Reno, 
\'enango  county ;  Rev.  Wesley  W.,  born  March 
10,  1853,  for  niany  years  a  Methodist  minis- 
ter, retired  in  191 7  and  is  now  living  in  Cran- 
berry township,  this  county;  Malinda  Clara, 
born  Dec.  9,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  W.  L  Reed, 
a  hardware  merchant  of  Franklin. 

Amos  P.  Dale  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  county,  and  was  a  young  man  when 
he  settled  at  Oil  City  in  the  fall  of  1864,  at 
which  time  the  town  was  only  a  small  settle- 
ment, containing  a  few  houses.  For  a  short 
time  after  his  arrival  he  was  engaged  in  team- 
ing, but  business  prospects  looked  good  and 
he  had  confidence  enough  in  himseH  and  the 
outlook  to  enter  the  general  merchandise  trade 
on  his  own  account,  meeting  with  such  suc- 
cess that  it  was  his  principal  interest  for  many 
vears.  He  built  up  a  large  patronage,  his  store 
being  one  of  the  important  trading  centers  of 
the  city  and  surrounding  territory,  and  as  he 
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systematized  the  requirements  of  that  business 
he  gave  more  and  more  attention  to  other  in- 
terests, having  found  a  number  of  desirable 
opportunities  for  investments  in  local  enter- 
prise and  property.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
operators  in  oil,  producing  quite  extensively  at 
one  time,  and  opened  up  the  Gypsy  and  Red 
\'alley  districts  in  this  section,  subsequently 
acquiring  other  valuable  leases,  and  retaining 
his  interests  in  oil  lands  until  his  death.  Mr. 
Dale  was  keenly  alive  to  the  importance  of 
sound  financial  institutions  and  their  relation 
to  the  local  business  situation,  and  held  a  solid 
place  among  the  able  financiers  of  the  city,  for 
a  time  in  his  capacity  as  president  of  the  Oil 
City  National  Bank,  and  after  his  resignation 
from  that  position  as  a  director  of  the  Oil  City 
Trust  Company.  His  real  estate  holdings  were 
extensive  and  valuable. 

Mr.  Dale  was  never  too  engrossed  with  the 
cares  of  business  to  spare  time  for  those  things 
which  interested  all  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
shared  the  responsibilities  of  the  local  govern- 
ment and  other  activities,  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  council.  His  unofficial  influence  in 
municipal  matters  was  equally  potent,  and  used 
with  good  effect.  He  died  March  12,  1908,  at 
his  home  on  the  south  side  of  Oil  City,  the 
fine  residence  at  No.  119  East  First  street 
which  he  built  in  1895  ^"^  which  his  widow 
still  occupies.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
serving  as  a  trustee  of  Grace  M.  E.  Church. 

In  1862  Mr.  Dale  married  Elizabeth  Hetzler, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
namely:  (i)  Maurice  J.  Dale  continued  his 
father's  mercantile  busmess  for  a  time,  but 
sold  out  in  1917  and  is  now  giving  all  his  atten- 
tion to  the  production  of  oil.  He  makes  his 
home  in  Oil  City.  By  his  first  marriage,  to 
Carrie  Miller,  he  had  two  children,  Clarence 
(deceased)  and  Eva  M.  (now  the  wife  of  Capt. 
A.  D.  Cameron,  of  the  Signal  Corps  and  with 
the  American  army  in  France)  ;  to  his  present 
union,  with  Catherine  Moynahan,  has  been 
bom  one  son,  Robert.  (2)  Henry  L.  Dale,  of 
Oil  City,  engaged  in  business  as  an  oil  producer, 
married  Alice  White  and  has  one  daughter, 
Mabel  E.,  wife  of  William  Creed.  (3)  Carrie 
M.  is  the  widow  of  Jay  Chapman.  (4)  David 
O.  Dale,  of  Oil  City,  married  Mildred  Arrow- 
smith  and  has  one  child,  Charles  O.  (5)  James 
V.  Dale,  of  Oil  City,  is  also  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil;  he  is  unmarried.  (6) 
Charles  O.  Dale,  who  holds  a  position  with  the 
Magnolia  Oil  Company  in  Texas,  married 
Lerona  Rickard  and  has  one  daughter,  Rennie 
Elizabeth.  (7)  Lloyd  A.  Dale  and  his  wife, 
Mabel  (Fitzpatrick),  are  both  deceased. 

42 


JAMES  BUCHANAN  PEEBLES,  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Cherrytree  township, 
a  well-to-do  land  owner  and  oil  operator,  and 
standing  high  in  the  good  opinion  of  all  be- 
cause of  his  capable  public  services,  is  a  mem- 
ber ojE  one  of  the  old  and  esteemed  families 
of  that  locality,  whose  founder,  James  Peebles, 
came  there  some  eighty  years  ago. 

James  Peebles  was  bom  in  May,  1800,  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where  his  father  was 
a  very  extensive  farmer,  owning  an  entire 
township.  He  was  educated  at  Baregh,  his 
native  town,  and  grew  up  on  a  farm,  remain- 
ing at  his  early  home  until  twenty-five  years 
old,  when  he  married  Margaret  Orr,  whose 
father  was  a  second  cousin  of  President 
Buchanan.  She  was  born  Feb.  22,  1807.  The 
young  couple  left  Ireland  shortly  after  their 
marriage,  crossing  the  Atlantic  and  locating 
at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  where  he  was 
employed  at  shipbuilding  for  two  years.  In 
1827  they  removed  to  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
whence  after  a  short  stay  they  made  another 
change,  to  Juniata  county.  Pa.,  settling  in 
what  is  now  part  of  Mifflin  county,  where  Mr. 
Peebles  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 
This  was  their  home  for  several  years,  until 
their  removal  to  Venango  county  in  1837. 
The  family  located  on  a  tract  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  in  Plum  township,  which  was  pur- 
chased from  Samuel  Dale,  of  Franklin,  and 
Mr.  Peebles  proved  well  adapted  to  meet  the 
agricultural  conditions  of  this  district,  pros- 
pering so  well  that  he  continued  to  buy  lands 
adjoining  until  he  owned  one  thousand  acres. 
When  he  retired  from  farming,  in  1869,  he 
moved  into  the  town  of  Wallaceville,  near  by, 
where  he  owned  the  greater  part  of  the  valu- 
able property,  and  there  he  died  July  25,  1881. 
His  widow  passed  away  Aug.  30,  1886.  They 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1875.  Of 
the  ten  children  born  to  them,  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  the  sons  became  farmers 
and  settled  on  their  father's  land,  (i)  Rob- 
ert, bom  Feb.  23,  1826,  in  New  Brunswick, 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Cherrytree  township 
known  as  the  Heydrick  tract  in  the  fall  of 
1850!  In  1849  ^c  married  Mary  Breed, 
daughter  of  John  Breed,  of  Breedtown,  and 
she  died  in' 1870,  the  mother  of  ten  children, 
John  B.,  Margaret  (Mrs.  David  E.  Landas), 
James  O.,  Jennie  (Mrs.  Archibald  Mack), 
Robert  R.,  William  Stewart,  Benjamin  W., 
Franklin  E.,  Albert  and  George.  In  1874  he 
married  (second)  Mrs.  Caroline  (Thomas) 
Ketner,  daughter  of  John  Thomas,  of  Mif- 
flin county.  (2)  Stewart  C.  is  mentioned  be- 
low.    (3)  Anna  Belle  married  Jesse  Alcorn, 
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of  Cherrytree  township.  (4)  William  O.  died 
in  February,  i88g.  He  married  three  times, 
his  wives  being  Mary  A.  Van  Dresser,  Tabi- 
tha  Ritchey  and  Mattie  Pastorius,  respec- 
tively, and  had  six  children :  Two  by  the  first 
union — Ella  (Mrs.  Jacob  Young,  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.)  and  James  Nelson;  and  four  by 
the  second — Mrs.  Edwin  M.  Thomas,  John 
S.,  Gaylord  O,  and  Clayton  J.  (5)  Cath- 
erine married  John  Pastorius,  of  Crawford 
county.  (6)  James  L.,  born  March  9,  1837, 
on  the  farm  where  he  always  lived,  owning 
160  acres  of  his  father's  old  property,  was 
married  May  31,  1870,  to  Mary  E.  Greene, 
who  was  born  Oct.  19,  1843,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Greene,  of  Plum  township.  They 
had  four  children,  Thomas  V.,  Wert  L.,  Sylvia 
M.  and  Nellie  M.  He  was  an  Odd  Fellow, 
belonging  to  Dempseytown  Lodge.  (7)  John 
M.,  born  April  15,  1840,  is  mentioned  else- 
where, in  the  sketch  of  his  son  Jesse  A. 
Peebles.  (8)  Ellen  married  William  R.  Mc- 
intosh, of  Jackson  township.  (9)  Mary  mar- 
ried Dr.  Charles  Van  Sickle.  (10)  Martha 
O.  married  R.  O.  Carson,  of  Forest  county. 
The  father  and  all  the  sons  were  Democrats 
politically.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in  religious 
oelief. 

Stewart  C.  Peebles  was  born  March  i,  1828, 
in  Juniata  county,  Pa.,  and  lived  in  Plum 
township,  Venango  county,  from  the  time 
the  family  settled  there  in  1837.  His  edu- 
cational opportunities  in  the  new  home  were 
naturally  limited,  but  he  was  a  man  of  ex- 
ceptional enterprise  and  ability,  and  became 
one  of  the  most  successful  residents  of  the 
township  in  his  day.  Though  engaged  in  va- 
rious lines  of  business  at  different  times,  as 
a  real  estate  dealer  in  Titusville,  and  to  some 
extent  in  the  production  of  oil,  the  bulk  of 
his  accumulations  was  acquired  by  his  opera- 
tions in  agriculture  and  stock.  His  energy 
was  untiring,  and  his  judgment  in  regard  to 
stock  conceded  by  all  to  be  authoritative,  while 
his  word  in  all  transactions  was  unquestioned. 
After  several  years  of  trading,  buying  and 
selling  property  at  Titusville,  as  well  as  build- 
ing, there  was  a  change  in  conditions  which 
left  him  with  considerable  property  on  his 
hands  which  he  had  to  carry  for  several  years 
before  he  could  realize  on  it.  His  oil  ven- 
tures were  not  notably  profitable,  but  his  ex- 
tensive farming  interests,  about  the  largest 
in  the  vicinity,  always  paid  well,  and  he  ac- 
quired over  three  hundred  acres  of  land.  The 
year  of  his  marriage,  1854,  he  settled  at  the 
farm  where  his  son,  James  B.  Peebles,  is 
now  living,  in  Cherrytree  township,  six  miles 


south  of  Titusville,  then  a  tract  of  160  acres. 
In  1868  he  removed  to  an  adjoining  place  of 
200  acres,  where  the  work  of  clearmg  and 
improving  was  prosecuted  vigorously,  this  be- 
ing the  property  now  owned  by  Port  W.  Ful- 
mer,  and  at  present  including  a  small  part 
of  the  160-acre  tract.  All  the  buildings  there- 
on were  rebuilt  by  Stewart  C.  Peebles  forty 
years  ago.  He  was  a  popular  official  for  a 
number  of  years,  filling  many  of  the  town- 
ship offices  creditably,  and  he  was  an  es- 
teemed worker  in  the  church,  which  he  at- 
tended with  his   family. 

In  1854  Mr.  Peebles  married  Margaret  D. 
Alcorn,  and  six  children  were  bom  to  them: 
Margaret  Jane  married  H.  B.  Miles,  of  Cher- 
r3^ree  township,  and  had  five  children,  Charles 
S.,  Harry  T.,  Moble  D.,  Maude  E.  and  Mil- 
lie O. ;  James  Buchanan  is  mentioned  below; 
Andrew  T.,  Mary  E.,  Martha  O.  (Mrs.  H.  D. 
Carter,  of  Sugar  Creek  township,  this  county) 
and  Robert  L.  complete  the  family.  Stewart 
C.  Peebles  died  Aug.  13,  1898,  his  wife  April 
8,  1908. 

James  Buchanan  Peebles  was  born  at  the 
site  of  his  present  home  in  Cherrytree  town- 
ship March  9,  1857,  a  few  days  after  the  in- 
auguration of  President  Buchanan.  His  early 
life  was  spent  there  and  on  the  adjoining  farm 
to  which  his  parents  removed  in  1868,  his 
education  being  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  From  youth  he  assisted 
with  the  agricultural  work,  to  which  he  was 
thoroughly  trained  by  his  competent  father. 
Now  he  owns  the  larger  part  of  his  father's 
160-acre  tract,  and  has  also  purchased  part 
of  the  George  Strawbridge  farm  adjoining, 
having  about  175  acres  in  his  home  place,  be- 
sides a  140-acre  farm  a  half  mile  distant. 
Though  not  as  extensively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing as  his  father  was,  he  has  continued  agri- 
cultural operations  systematically,  and  he 
feeds  considerable  cattle  from  his  crops, 
keeping  a  large  number  and  selling  dairy  prod- 
ucts all  the  year  round.  He  has  supplied  one 
customer  in  Titusville  for  the  last  sixteen 
years.  He  built  a  good-sized  bank  bam  in 
1882  and  another  in  1898,  and  erected  the 
present  residence  in  1905,  these  and  other 
valuable  improvements  making  the  property 
very  desirable.  He  has  been  active  in  Grange 
work,  belonging  to  the  organization  at 
Gresham,  being  a  member  in  Pomona  Grange. 

About  1 88 1,  in  company  with  his  father 
and  brothers,  he  sank  three  wells,  but  the 
price  of  oil  was  too  low  to  make  the  venture 
profitable.  In  1908  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Rouseville   Oil   Company,   who  sank   twenty 
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wells,  twelve  of  them  on  Mr.  Peebles's  farm, 
others  on  the  C  A.  Bradley  farm.  In  the 
course  of  four  or  five  years,  in  company  with 
F.  A.  Bidaux,  they  bought  the  interests  of 
the  others  in  the  company,  and  they  sold  the 
Bradley  lease  in  191 3,  continuing  the  devel- 
opments on  the  Peebles  farm,  where  there  is 
a  very  satisfactory  production.  Mr.  Bidaux 
has  charge  of  the  practical  work  of  drilling 
and  pumping.  Mr.  Peebles  has  always  co- 
operated heartily  in  all  the  plans  for  exploita- 
tion of  the  territory,  taking  stock  in  over 
thirty  wells,  and  while  they  have  had  no  re- 
markable production  they  have  been  reason- 
ably profitable. 

Though  never  aspiring  to  political  power 
Mr.  Peebles  has  taken  his  share  of  public  re- 
sponsibilities, and  has  made  a  good  record 
as  a  township  official,  having  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  as  treasurer,  road  commissioner 
for  several  years,  and  fifteen  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board.  He  has  done  par- 
ticularly effective  work  in  the  improvement 
of  local  roads,  a  service  greatly  appreciated 
in  the  community  and  thoroughly  indicative 
of  his  loyalty  to  the  best  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple in  every  capacity. 

On  Oct.  6,  1881,  Mr.  Peebles  married  Ida 
E.  Young,  who  was  born  Nov.  i,  1857, 
daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Kerr) 
Young,  farming  people  of  Cherrytree  town- 
ship, near  Titusville.  Mr.  Young  was  also 
a  cabinetmaker  by  trade.  Mrs.  Peebles  died 
Jan.  21,  1892,  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Warren  Lee,  who  has  a  fine  farm  in  the  vicin- 
ity; David  Qeveland,  who  was  killed  by  an 
automobile  at  Santa  Maria,  Cal,  Sept.  21, 
1918 ;  Jennie  L.,  in  Franklin ;  and  Wilbur  Orr, 
who  is  on  the  farm  with  his  father.  On  June 
12,  1893,  Mr.  Peebles  married  (second)  Jen- 
nie Duffield,  daughter  of  William  Duffield,  of 
Oiapmanville,  Plum  township,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  this  union :  Charley  Bryan, 
now  in  the  United  States  aviation  service; 
Ida  Edith,  of  Franklin;  and  James  Arthur, 
who  died  Dec.  17,  1910,  when  ten  years  old. 
The  mother  died  Dec.  7,  1901,  but  Mr. 
Peebles  kept  his  children  with  him  until 
grown. 

GEORGE  POWER,  a  number  of  whose 
descendants  are  found  among  the  present  popu- 
lation of  Franklin,  was  the  first  permanent 
white  settler  at  that  place,  and  his  interesting 
history  shows  him  to  have  been  of  the  hardy, 
adventurous  type  who  had  the  initiative  and 
courage  to  cope  successfully  with  the  difficul- 
ties of  pioneer  life.     Born  April  10,  1762,  in 


Maryland,  he  was  of  old  Colonial  stock,  his 
earliest  known  ancestor  in  America,  Walter 
Power,  being  of  record  in  Middlesex  county, 
Mass.,  in  1654,  as  a  boy  fourteen  years  of 
age. 

The  family  name  of  Power,  often  found  in 
the  forms  Poore  and  Poure,  is  from  the  old 
Norman  name  le  Poer,  and  dates  back  to  the 
Conquest,  one  of  the  Conqueror's  officers  at 
the  battle  of  Hastings  bearing  that  name, 
found  in  the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  The 
name  has  ever  since  held  an  honorable  place  in 
the  history  of  England.  Richard  Poer,  high 
sheriflF  of  Gloucestershire,  1187,  is  mentioned 
in  the  Herald's  College  thus:  **He  was  killed 
while  defending  the  Lord's  day."  In  the 
'^Doomsday  of  St.  Paul's,"  published  by  the 
Camden  bociety  of  London,  the  names  of 
Walter  and  William  Poer  (Power)  appear  a 
number  of  times  among  those  possessed  of 
landed  rights  in  1222.  Farmer's  "Genealogy 
of  New  England"  refers  to  a  John  Power,  of 
Charlestown,  who  had  a  son  Peter,  bom  in 
1643.  About  that  time  Nicholas  Power  ap- 
peared in  Massachusetts,  but  made  a  per- 
manent home  in  Rhode  Island.  For  several 
generations  there  was  just  one  son  in  that  line, 
and  the  last  dying  without  issue  the  name  be- 
came extinct. 

Walter  Power,  mentioned  above,  was  mar- 
ried on  "Ye  eleventh  day  of  ye  first  month, 
1660,  to  Trial,  born  Feb.  10,  1641,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Ralph  and  Thankes  Sheppard,  at 
Maiden,  Mass."  There  is  no  exact  record  as 
to  where  he  came  from,  but  it  is  believed  that 
he  was  from  Essex,  England.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  settled  near  Concord  (then  called 
Concord  Village),  Mass.,  near  Littleton,  and 
he  died  Feb.  22,  1708.  His  children  were: 
William,  born  1661,  married  Mary  Bank,  and 
died  March  16,  1710.  Mary,  born  1663,  mar- 
ried Jan.  I,  1683,  Lieut.  Joseph  Wheeler. 
Isaac,  born  1665,  married  April  14,  1701,  Mrs. 
Mary  (Poulter)  Winship,  daughter  of  John 
Poulter.  Thomas,  born  1667,  married  twice, 
his  first  wife  being  named  Elizabeth,  his 
second  Mary  Harwood.  Daniel  was  next  in 
line  to  George  Power.  Increase,  born  July  16, 
1671,  married  Hepzibah  Sawyer.  Walter  (2), 
bom  July  28,  1674,  married  Dec.  16,  1696, 
Rebecca  Barrett,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mar- 
tha (Gould)  Barrett.  Jacob,  bom  Dec.  15, 
1679,  married  Sarah  Meriam  and  (second) 
Edith  Adams.  Sarah,  born  Feb.  8,  1683,  mar- 
ried Moses  Barron. 

Daniel  Power,  son  of  Walter,  spent  all  his 
life  at  his  birthplace.  On  April  8,  1702,  he 
married    Elizabeth    Whitcomb,    daughter    of 
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Jonathan  Whitcomb,  and  to  them  were  bom 
five  children:  Daniel,  born  April  21,  1703, 
died  1789  (his  wife's  name  was  Mary)  ;  Jona- 
than, bom  1704,  married  Hannah  Sawyer; 
Oliver,  born  1705;  Peter,  bom  1707,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Keyes,  and  died  Aug.  27,  1757;  and 
Hannah,  bom  Feb.  22,  1709,  wife  of  Barnabas 
Davis.  There  were  four  children  born  to 
his  second  marriage,  with  Martha  Bates :  Wil- 
liam; Sepheron,  born  1714;  Timothy,  bom 
1716;  and  Jerahmed,  born  Feb.  18,  1718,  who 
married  Eunice  Bennett. 

William  Power,  eldest  child  of  Daniel 
Power  by  his  second  marriage,  was  bom  April 
12,  1 712,  He  moved  to  Woodstock,  Conn., 
and  subsequently  to  northem  Maryland.  He 
was  survived  by  his  wife,  Margaret,  who  sub- 
sequently  married  a  Mr.  Cresap.  She  was 
bom  in  1729,  and  died  Sept.  4,  1804.  Of  their 
children,  James  was  the  first  white  settler  in 
O'Hara  township,  Allegheny  County,  Pa., 
where  he  was  located  before  the  Revolution; 
George  is  mentioned  below;  Benjamin  was 
next  in  the  family ;  William  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  June  5,  1794;  Thomas  came  next; 
Esley,  Sarah  and  Mary  complete  the  family. 

George  Power  first  came  to  Franklin  in 
1787,  in  the  United  States  Commissary  ser- 
vice under  Capt.  Jonathan  Hart,  with  the  sol- 
diers who  erected  Fort  Franklin.  After 
several  months  here,  similar  duties  took  him 
to  Fort  Washington  (now  Cincinnati),  Ohio, 
and  to  Vincennes,  Ind.,  a  French  town  on  the 
Wabash.  In  1790  he  returned  thence  to 
Franklin,  making  the  entire  journey  on  horse- 
back. He  brought  with  him  a  small  stock  of 
goods,  enabling  him  to  carry  on  trade  with  the 
Indians,  who  paid  him  in  skins  and  furs,  for 
which  he  could  always  find  a  market  at  Pitts- 
burgh. John  Frazier  had  traded  with  the  In- 
dians at  this  point  until  driven  out  by  the 
French,  and  Mr.  Power  succeeded  to  his  busi- 
ness, adapting  himself  readily  to  the  require- 
ments of  dealing  with  the  red  men.  He  leamed 
to  speak  the  Seneca  language  with  ease,  and 
became  well  acquainted  with  Indian  customs, 
gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  savage  character 
which  was  very  valuable  to  him  in  the  pe- 
culiar transactions  often  necessary.  His  old 
account  books  with  the  Indians'  names  trans- 
lated into  English,  show  that  he  gave  them 
credit,  and  he  seldom  found  them  delinquent 
in  their  obligations.  He  was  on  particularly 
grood  terms  with  the  old  chief  Cornplanter. 
He  was  shrewd,  but  Indians  are  shrewd,  too. 
On  one  occasion  he  purchased  from  a  hunting 
party  a  very  fine  silver  gray  fox  skin,  which  he 
threw  up  into  the  loft  of  his  store.    A   few 


hours  later  another  fine  skin  of  the  same  kind 
was  brought  in,  and  disposed  of  in  the  same 
manner.  However,  his  suspicions  became  ex- 
cited, and  on  investigating  he  found  that  the 
party  had  had  only  one  skin,  which  had  been 
quietly  removed  through  a  gable  window  in 
the  loft  (overlooking  French  creek)  after 
the  first  sale  and  brought  to  him  again.  Mr. 
Power's  long  association  with  backwoodsmen 
also  made  him  familiar  with  their  wants,  and 
he  catered  very  successfully  to  all  the  de- 
mands of  the  local  trade.  He  built  a  log  house 
a  short  distance  below  Fort  Franklin,  and  his 
store  stood  on  the  bank  of  French  creek,  be- 
tween what  is  now  Thirteenth  and  West  Park 
streets,  a  little  above  the  upper  bridge. 

On  Dec.  30,  1799,  Mr.  Power  married  Mar- 
gret  Bowman,  who  was  born  Jan.  26,  1780, 
daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (McCor- 
mick)  Bowman,  who  brought  their  family  to 
Venango  county  from  Northumberland  county, 
Pa.,  in  1793,  and  settled  in  Sugarcreek  town- 
ship. Mr.  Bowman  was  born  about  1755,  his 
wife  about  1757,  and  they  were  married  Dec. 
14,  1775,  near  Lock  Haven,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa. 
She  died  in  1809,  he  on  Dec.  2,  1826.  Their 
son  Andrew  became  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Franklin.  Shortly  after  his  marriage,  in  1802, 
Mr.  Power  erected,  near  the  site  of  his  orig- 
inal log  house,  a  substantial  stone  residence 
which  stood,  at  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Ot- 
ter and  Elbow  streets,  on  the  site  of  the  Judge 
Tmnkey  house,  until  1872.  It  was  the  first 
dwelling  of  any  pretensions  built  in  Franklin, 
and  for  many  years  held  its  own  as  the  grand 
house  of  the  town,  being  always  pointed  out 
to  visitors.  It  was  a  hotel  as  well  as  his  family 
residence,  and  a  generous  hospitality  was  dis- 
pensed there  for  several  decades.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Power  had  nine  children,  born  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas  Bowman,  Jan.  i,  1801 ;  Cath- 
erine, Sept.  10,  1803  (married  George  Brig- 
ham)  ;  Mar>%  Nov.  21,  1805  (married  Fred- 
rick Crary)  ;  Margret,  Jan.  6,  1808  (married 
Rowletter  Power)  :  Elizabeth,  Aug.  15,  1810 
(married  Benjamin  Plumer)  ;  George  R., 
March  15,  1813  (died  Dec.  15,  1843,  unmar- 
ried) :  Tames  M.,  July  20.  1815  (married  Caro- 
line Kinnear)  :  Benjamin  L.,  Sept.  4,  1818 
(unmarried)  :  Sarah,  May  23,  1821  (married 
Samuel  Plumer).  The  parents  were  brought 
up  in  the  Episcopal  faith,  but  eventually  joined 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Power  was 
active  in  politics,  and  he  was  chosen  to  impor- 
tant public  positions,  having  been  elected  coro- 
ner in  1814  and  county  treasurer  in  the  year 
1825.  His  death  occurred  April  2.  1845,  ^^^^ 
the  close  of  his  eighty-third  year. 
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THOMAS  MATTHEW  BLACKWELL, 
of  Oil  City,  has  maintained  connection  with 
the  oil  business  for  many  years,  and  has  as 
wide  an  acquaintance  and  as  many  friends  as 
any  man  associated  with  any  branch  of  that 
industry.  He  was  bom  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Dec.  2'],  1849,  of  English  parents,  his  father 
a  native  of  Malmesbury  and  his  mother  of 
Dover.  He  was  educated  in  the  Brownell 
street  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city,  and 
later  filled  the  position  of  cashier  with  Wil- 
liam Bingham  &  Co.,  hardware  merchants 
there.  His  advent  into  the  oil  business  was 
made  in  1877,  when  he  came  to  Oil  City,  and 
from  then  until  now  he  has  been  connected  in 
a  confidential  capacity  with  the  Joseph  Seep 
Purchasing  Agency  and  the  company  that  fol- 
lowed the  dissolution  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company. 

On  Sept.  2,  1880,  Mr.  Blackwell  was  mar- 
ried, in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  Elizabeth  Kimball, 
who  died  in  Oil  City,  Oct.  14,  191 7,  leaving 
two  children,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Kramer  and  Mrs. 
S.  E.  Tucker,  both  of  Oil  City. 

JOHN  EVANS  RITCHEY,  of  Franklin, 
contractor,  has  been  a  builder  in  the  broadest 
sense  of  the  word.  Throughout  his  residence 
there  he  has  been  one  of  the  distinct  forces 
aiding  in  its  material  improvement,  not  only 
through  the  medium  of  his  chosen  calling  but 
also  as  a  citizen  putting  his  business  experi- 
ence to  good  use  for  the  benefit  of  the  city. 
There  are  many  fine  examples  here  of  the 
substantial  and  skilled  workmanship  for  which 
he  has  justly  become  noted  in  this  section. 
The  evidences  of  his  various  activities  under- 
taken in  the  interest  of  the  general  welfare 
are  even  more  numerous,  and  show  a  thor- 
ough comprehension  of  the  needs  of  the  city 
as  well  as  public  spirit  of  the  most  commenda- 
ble kind. 

Mr.  Ritchey  is  of  Irish  descent,  his  grand- 
father, John  Ritchey,  having  been  a  native  of 
Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated  to  America,  set- 
tling at  Toronto,  Canada.  He  became  one  of 
the  leading  contractors  and  builders  of  that 
city,  among  his  most  notable  works  being  St. 
James'  Cathedral  there.  His  death  occurred  at 
Toronto. 

Albert  F.  kitchey.  son  of  John  Ritchey, 
passed  all  his  early  life  in  Canada,  later  re- 
moving to  Pennsylvania  and  settling  at  Brad- 
ford, where  he  made  his  home  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  now  resides  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Though  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  he 
did  not  follow  it  long. 


John  Evans  Ritchey,  son  of  Albert  F. 
Ritchey,  was  bom  April  24,  1875,  at  Oil  City, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  grew  up  at  Bradford, 
where  he  received  a  good  education,  attending 
the  high  school.  He  learned  the  trade  of  brick- 
layer, and  after  following  it  for  a  few  years 
as  a  journeyman  came  to  Franklin,  where  he 
became  associated  with  Samuel  Burgard  and 
began  to  take  contracts  for  brick  work.  They 
have  been  doing  business  together  ever  since 
under  the  firm  name  of  Eitchey  &  Burgard, 
and  have  made  their  way  to  the  front  in  their 
line,  the  construction  of  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant buildings  having  been  intrusted  to 
them.  Their  contracts  include  the  Franklin 
Trust  Company's  building,  the  addition  to  the 
high  school,  the  new  jail,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  tem- 
ple, the  Evenifig  News  office,  several  garages, 
and  a  number  of  fine  residences.  For  the  last 
eight  years  Mr.  Ritchey  has  also  been  engaged 
in  the  production  of  oil,  having  leases  in  both 
Venango  and  Qarion  counties. 

Mr.  Ritchey's  business  operations  have 
qualified  him  thoroughly  for  effective  public 
service,  and  much  of  it  has  been  in  the  field 
of  his  specialty,  though  by  no  means  confined 
to  that  line.  He  has  filled  several  public  offices 
with  distinct  ability  as  well  as  fidelity  to  their 
responsibilities,  taking  his  duties  seriously 
and  performing  them  with  disinterested  zeal. 
He  was  elected  to  the  city  council  for  a  three- 
year  term,  and  at  its  close  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  upon  which  body  he 
served  two  years.  He  was  then  re-elected  to 
the  council,  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and 
throughout  his  service  as  councilman  he  used 
his  vote  and  influence  in  behalf  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  fellow  citizens.  For  some  time 
he  was  superintendent  of  streets  and  public 
property,  and  he  is  now  acting  as  superintend- 
ent of  parks  and  public  property.  It  was 
through  his  exertions  that  Franklin  obtained 
the  new  water  supply,  the  standard  being  now 
high  and  the  quality  wholesome. 

In  spite  of  his  many  business  and  public  in- 
terests, Mr.  Ritchey  finds  time  for  social  recre- 
ation, being  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Odd  Fellows,  F.  O.  E.,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose 
and  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  his  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
served  his  country  during:  the  Spanish- Ameri- 
can war,  being  one  of  the  first  members  of  Com- 
pany F,  i6th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  saw 
service  in  Porto  Rico.  His  military  experience 
covered  eight  months. 

Mr.  Ritchey  married  Jessie  M.  Smith, 
daughter  of  W.  F.  Smith,  of  Smith's  Comers, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


662 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Rockland  township,  Venango  county.  They 
have  no  children.  Her  father,  a  farmer  of 
Rockland  township,  and  a  well  known  man 
there,  having  served  as  tax  collector,  died  in 
January,  191 5.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Erena  Mays,  was  a  daughter  of 
George  Mays,  of  Mays'  Mills,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.  She  now  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Ritchey. 

JOHN  L.  SHAFFER  is  serving  his  second 
term  as  member  of  the. board  of  county  com- 
missioners of  Venango  county,  and  as  the  pres- 
ident of  that  body  holds  an  important  relation 
to  the  administration  of  the  local  government. 
In  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions  he  has 
wielded  an  influence  so  beneficial  that  there 
is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  either  his  asso- 
ciates in  office  or  his  fellow  citizens  as  to  his 
disinterestedness  or  unmixed  public  spirit.  As- 
suming this  position  after  a  number  of  years' 
experience  in  minor  capacities,  he  brought  defi- 
nite ideas  of  the  service  he  could  render  to  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  which  he  has  taken 
seriously,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  resi- 
dents of  the  county,  who  showed  their  ap- 
proval of  his  first  term  by  flattering  support 
for  a  second.  It  has  been  his  chief  desire  not 
to  fall  below  the  high  estimate  which  the 
voters  of  the  county  have  placed  upon  his 
capacity  and  intentions.  He  has  led  an  active 
life,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  ShaflFer  was  born  May  30,  1847,  in  Cam- 
bria county,  Pa.,  a  son  of  Emanuel  ShaflFer. 
The  father  was  a  general  contractor  and 
builder  in  Johnstown,  Cambria  county,  remov- 
ing thence  to  Oil  City,  Venango  county,  where 
he  followed  the  same  business.  He  died  there 
in  1872,  and  both  he  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Susan  Snyder,  are  buried  in 
the  Grove  cemetery.  John  L.  ShaflFer  attended 
the  schools  of  Johnstown,  acquiring  a  very 
g:ood  fundamental  education.  Under  his  father 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  was  thor- 
oughly drilled  in  the  details  of  contracting  in 
his  employ,  after  his  father's  death  taking  over 
the  business,  which  he  followed  for  about 
thirty-five  years.  With  his  father  he  buih  the 
first  bridgje  up  Oil  creek,  at  the  McClintock 
fann,  rafting  the  timber  for  its  construction 
down  the  stream.  It  was  operated  as  a  toll 
bridge.  For  five  years  Mr.  ShaflFer  was  en- 
gag^ed  in  the  oil  business  in  McKean  county 
with  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.  He  has  been  active  in 
the  government  of  Oil  City,  where  he  served 
nine  years  as  assessor  and  has  also  been  coun- 
cilman.   On  his  record  in  these  positions  he 


was  first  elected  to  the  office  of  county  com- 
missioner in  1912,  and  re-elected  in  1916  with 
one  of  the  largest  votes  ever  given  a  candi- 
date in  Venango  county.  His  political  alle- 
giance has  always  been  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  His  most  recent  honor  is  his  ap- 
pointment, from  Washington,  *D.  C,  as  mem- 
ber of  the  exemption  committee  of  Venango 
county,  in  Jime,  191 7.  He  is  considered  a 
true  representative  of  the  people,  who  feel 
that  he  is  doing  his  duty  by  them  as  a  county 
officer.    His  home  is  at  Oil  City. 

During  the  Civil  war,  while  the  family  was 
living  at  Johnstown,  Mr.  ShaflFer  ran  away 
from  home  to  enlist,  and  served  as  an  emer- 
gency man  for  three  months,  doing  guard  duty. 
He  had  two  elder  brothers  in  the  service,  both 
now  deceased  and  buried  in  Grove  cemetery. 
Oil  City:  Henry,  who  served  in  the  regular 
army  six  years,  for  three  years  in  the  Civil 
war ;  and  Albert,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  ShaflFer  married  Ella  Hall,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Edward  Hall,  of  Oil  City,  and  ten 
children  have  been  bom  to  them,  of  whom  four 
are  living:  Clarence,  who  is  now  engaged  as 
manager  of  the  Stranburg  business  house  at 
Franklin,  Pa.;  Frederick,  at  present  in  Kan- 
sas, where  he  is  a  superintendent  of  oil  lines ; 
and  James  and  Raymond,  both  of  whom  are 
employed  as  salesmen  with  their  brother  Clar- 
ence. Mr.  ShaflFer  is  an  old-time  Odd  Fellow, 
having  joined  the  fraternity  in  1869. 

WILLIAM  R.  DAUGHERTY,  general 
auditor  of  what  is  known  as  the  Southern 
group  of  pipe  lines,  and  well  known  in  Oil 
City  and  Venango  county  in  other  connections 
as  well,  is  a  son  of  John  M.  Daugherty,  of 
Oil  City,  and  grandson  of  John  H.  Daugherty. 

The  Daughertys  have  been  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania for  several  generations,  the  grand- 
father having  been  born  Oct.  24,  1818,  in 
Center  county,  this  State.  When  a  young  man 
he  removed  to  Blair  county,  Pa.,  where  as  in 
Center  county  he  was  engaged  principally  at 
farm  labor,  sometimes,  however,  doing  car- 
penter work.  He  died  at  Altoona,  that  county, 
Oct.  27,  1872,  and  is  buried  there  with  his  wife, 
Anna  (Hoover).  She  was  bom  Aug.  23,  1818, 
and  died  Feb.  16,  1906.  Mr.  Daugherty  was 
originally  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  in 
politics,  and  during  the  war  was  a  stanch 
Union  supporter,  enlisting  from  Altoona  in 
the  spring  of  1862  in  the  12th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  serving  three  years.  His  regi- 
ment was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, served  under  Gen.  Phil.  Sheridan,  and 
took  part  in  a  number  of  important  engage- 
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ments,  including  the  battle  of  Manasses.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Daugherty  had  the  following  family . 
Robert,  who  is  deceased;  Aaron;  John  M., 
mentioned  below;  Mary  C.,  deceased;  Zacha- 
riah;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  John  Claybaugh; 
Sarah  J.,  deceased;  Franklin,  deceased;  John 
H.,  who  married  Rose  Lovett;  and  Charles, 
deceased. 

John  M.  Daugherty  was  born  in  Blair 
county  July  7,  1843,  on  a  farm  in  Sinking 
valley,  at  what  is  now  the  city  of  Altoona. 
He  grew  up  there,  obtaining  his  education  in 
the  township  public  schools,  and  passing  his 
youth  in  farming  pursuits.  On  leaving  home, 
m  1866,  he  learned  the  trade  of  boilermaker  in 
the  Pennsylvania  shops  at  Altoona,  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  it  in  the  same  employ  after  his 
removal  to  Renevo,  Clinton  county,  where  he 
remained  until  December,  1870.  His  next 
location  was  at  Titusville,  his  wife  joining  him 
there  in  February,  1871,  and  he  was  with 
Brown  &  Dillingham,  manufacturers  of  oil 
well  supplies,  in  the  capacity  of  boilermaker 
until  October,  1871.  His  home  has  since  been 
in  Oil  City,  where  he  began  work  with  the  Oil 
Creek  &  Allegheny  River  Railroad  Company, 
later  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania 
and  eventually  the  Pennsylvania,  becoming 
foreman  of  the  boiler  shop  and  serving  as  such 
until  his  retirement  in  August,  1913.  Mr. 
Daugherty  has  been  a  stanch  Republican  and 
interested  in  pK)litics  and  the  public  affairs  of 
his  community,  representing  the  First  ward  in 
the  council  eight  vears.  He  has  been  a  promi- 
nent member  of  Hayes  Post,  No.  167.  G.  A.  R., 
having  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  ot 
Company  D,  125th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  at- 
tached to  the  1 2th  Army  Corps  and  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  in  service  under  Col.  Jacob 
C.  Higgins,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Kane  and 
Generals  Mansfield  and  Slocum.  He  was 
mustered  in  at  Harrisburg,  Aug.  13,  1862,  and 
mustered  out  May  18.  1863.  Mr.  Daugherty's 
field  service  included  action  in  the  battles  of 
Antietam  and  Chancellorsville.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Grove  Hill  Cemetery  Company, 
and  a  leading  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
which  he  formerly  sened  as  trustee,  at  present 
holding  the  office  of  deacon. 

Mr.  Daugherty  married  Louise  Seers,  who 
was  bom  Aug.  24.  184s,  and  was  an  adopted 
daughter  of  the  late  William  Seers.  Three 
children  were  bom  to  this  union:  Virginia 
M.,  who  was  bom  at  Renovo  Oct.  22,  1868, 
IS  the  wife  of  Claude  R.  Smith,  of  BuflFalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  one  child.  Jay  E. ;  William  R.  is 
mentioned  below;  Archie  R..  bom  Sept.   19, 


1 881,  a  machinist  at  Butler,  Pa.,  married  Mabel 
Allen. 

William  Seers  was  a  farmer  in  Tioga  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  also  owned  a  farm  in  Hampton 
Center,  Ohio,  where  he  died  Nov.  22,  1891, 
aged  seventy-one  years.  He  is  buried  in  Grove 
Hill  cemetery.  Oil  City.  His  wife.  Amy 
(Thurston),  died  May  8,  1900,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Hubbard 
and  Phoebe  (Dodd)  Thurston,  her  father  a 
Methodist  minister  and  member  of  a  well 
known  New  Hampshire  family.  He  is  buried 
at  South  Bend,  Indiana.  Mr.  Seers  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in 
the  Union  service  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  on  Aug.  8, 
1862.  lit  and  his  wife  had  no  children  of  their 
own. 

William  R.  Daugherty  was  bom  at  Oil  City 
Nov.  28,  1878,  and  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  attending  high 
school.  His  first  position  was  in  the  superin- 
tendent's dfice  of  the  Western  New  York  & 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  at  Oil  City, 
where  he  remained  three  or  four  years,  chang- 
ing then  to  the  engineering  department  and 
serving  four  or  five  years  in  the  office  of  the 
division  engineer.  For  three  or  four  months 
he  was  with  the  city  engineer,  in  1909  taking 
a  position  in  the  drafting  office  of  the  land 
department.  Standard  Oil  Company,  where  he 
worked  for  L.  L.  Graham.  In  1900  he  had 
taken  service  under  Robert  S.  Hampton,  gen- 
eral auditor  for  the  Standard  Oil  organization, 
with  whom  he  was  associated  until  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  Decem- 
ber. 191 1,  since  when  Mr.  Daugherty  has  been 
general  auditor  of  the  Southern  pipe  lines. 
This  group  includes  the  Cumberland  Pipe  Line 
Company,  Inc.,  operating  in  Kentucky;  the 
Eureka  Pipe  Line  Company  of  West  Virginia ; 
the  Southwestern  Pennsylvania  pipe  lines ;  and 
the  Southern  Pipe  Line  Company.  He  is  well 
fitted  by  nature  and  training  for  the  large 
responsibilities  involved,  as  his  successful  per- 
formance of  his  duties  attests. 

Mr.  Daugherty  has  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps  in  the  admirable  public  service  which 
he  has  rendered  to  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Rouseville  council  for 
three  years,  and  served  a  couple  of  terms  as 
clerk  in  councils.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican 
in  principle.  He  is  a  prominent  Mason,  a  past 
master  of  Fratemal  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Rouseville,  and  member  of  Oil  City  Chapter. 
R.  A.  M. :  is  a  past  exalted  mler  of  Oil  City 
Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks;  and  a  past 
regent   of   Contest   Council.   No.    124,   Royal 
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Arcanum,  of  Oil  City.  Socially  he  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Venango  and  Wanango  Clubs, 
also  in  the  National  Security  League,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Militia. 
His  religious  association  is  with  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee 
for  three  years. 

Mr.  Daugherty  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lillian  K.  Anderson,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Carolina  (Johnson)  Anderson,  of  Rouseville, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Eugene  A.,  bom  Sept.  17,  1899,  received  a  high 
school  education  in  Oil  City  and  is  now  holding 
a  position  under  George  A.  Welker  in  the  engi- 
neering corps  of  the  United  Natural  Gas  Com- 
pany of  Oil  City ;  J.  Robert,  bom  July  2,  1904, 
is  a  student  at  the  Junior  high  school. 

EDWARD  S.  McALEVY,  of  Oil  City,  has 
successfully  established  himself  in  the  practice 
of  law  since  his  admission  to  the  Venango 
county  bar  in  1906,  in  that  and  his  other  activ- 
ities allying  himself  with  the  most  progressive 
interests  in  the  city.  In  his  character  and 
achievements  up  to  date  he  gives  promise  of 
taking  a  creditable  place  in  the  county  and  of 
proving  himself  a  worthy  descendant  of  a  fam- 
ily settled  here  over  eighty  years  ago,  and 
ever  since  identified  with  its  development  and 
history.  He  is  a  great-grandson  of  George 
McAlevy,  who  founded  this  branch  of  the 
family  here  in  1838,  commg  from  Huntingdon 
county,  Pa.,  where  the  early  generations  were 
actively  associated  with  the  affairs  of  their  day, 
the  name  being  perpetuated  there  in  McAlevy^ 
Fort,  which  commemorates  the  site  of  the  old 
fort  held  by  Gen.  William  McAlevy  to  afford 
the  settlers  protection  from  the  Indians.  It 
was  one  of  a  line  of  border  forts  and  was 
erected  by  General  McAlevy,  who  was  sent 
thither  by  Washington,  with  whom  he  had 
served  as  colonel  at  the  Brandywine.  The 
rjpht  of  the  army  at  Valley  Forge  was  reor- 
ganized from  three  divisions,  each  having  a 
colonel,  and  given  but  two  such  officers.  Col- 
onel McAlevy  being  made  a  brigadier  general 
and  put  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  this 
fort  and  in  guarding  the  border  against  Indi- 
ans. His  son,  Capt.  William  McAlevy,  served 
many  vears  in  the  State  leg^islature,  and  his 
sons  George  and  Miles  in  the  thirties  settled 
in  Tackson  township,  Venang^o  county. 

George  McAlevy,  son  of  Gen.  William,  was 
bom  in  1799  in  Huntingdon  countv.  Pa.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  In  youth  he  learned 
carpentry  and  the  millwright's  trade,  which 
was  his  vocation  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he 
continued  to  follow  it  after  coming  to  Venango 


county  in  1838,  when  he  purchased  land  in 
Plum  township,  and  also  farmed  the  rest  of  his 
days.  He  helped  to  erect  the  mill  at  the  Oil 
Creek  furnaces,  near  the  site  of  the  Union 
Station  at  Oil  City.  He  had  married  Martha 
Miller,  of  Huntingdon  county,  and  they 
brought  a  family  of  seven  children  with  them, 
three  others  being  bom  after  their  settlement 
here :  Samuel  A.,  Ruth  E.,  Sarah  J.,  William 
H.,  Miles  G.,  Mary  M.,  Catharine  M.,  George 
H.,  Joseph  C.  and  Anna  E.  Of  these,  George 
H.,  bom  in  March,  1838,  was  married  in  1865 
to  Mary  J.  Jennings.  He  was  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  the  family,  dying  Feb.  23,  1919.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  Sept.  9,  1855,  the 
mother  in  1874. 

Samuel  A.  McAlevy,  eldest  of  the  family 
of  George  and  Martha  (Miller)  McAlevy,  was 
bom  in  Huntingdon  county.  Pa.,  June  16,  1821, 
and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Venango  coun- 
ty. The  fifty-acre  farm  in  Plum  township  was 
all  in  the  woods  at  the  time  of  their  arrival, 
and  as  the  eldest  son  he  had  many  of  the  cares 
of  the  property,  his  father  being  engaged  prin- 
cipally at  carpentry  and  joining,  which  were 
then  much  more  profitable.  He  also  learned 
the  trade,  and  followed  it  until  twenty-seven 
years  old,  in  the  spring  of  1848  beginning  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account,  in  Jackson  township. 
He  was  so  occupied  until  the  fall  of  1859,  when 
he  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county  and  moved 
to  Franklin,  residing  there  for  about  eight 
years.  As  sheriflF  his  duties  were  onerous  and 
at  times  dangerous  owing  to  the  exciting  life 
in  the  new  oil  towns.  He  had  some  previous 
experience  in  public  life,  having  filled  the  offi- 
ces of  justice  of  the  peace  and  county  auditor, 
and  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  sheriff 
be  l)ecame  deputy  provost  marshal,  Capt.  D. 
\'.  Derrickson,  then  United  States  marshal  for 
the  district,  with  office  at  Meadville,  choosing 
him  as  his  deputy  in  Venango  county.  As 
such  Mr.  McAlevy  made  the  first  draft  for 
the  Civil  war  here,  his  friends  making  much 
rai)ital  of  the  fact  that  he  himself  was  one  of 
those  drafted,  as  were  two  brothers  and  a 
brother-in-law.  His  superior  officer,  however, 
arransred  to  retain  his  services,  his  ability  so  pe- 
culiarly fitting  him  for  his  duties  that  he  was 
more  useful  home  than  at  the  front.  After  the 
war  he  onerated  in  oil  for  a  time,  and  on  his 
removal  from  Franklin  in  the  spring  of  1868 
h^  made  his  home  a  few  miles  away  at  Salem 
City  (Seneca),  in  Cranberry  township,  and 
enrr-^fred  w  th**  mercantile  business,  continuing 
the  same  until  his  appointment,  in  the  fall  of 
1873,  as  steward  and  superintendent  at  the 
County  Infirmary,    in    Sugarcreek  township, 
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upon  the  purchase  of  the  farm.  He  was  the 
unanimous  choice  of  the  commissioners,  and 
his  incumbency  of  this  position  covered  three 
years  and  three  months.  At  the  termination  of 
his  services  there  in  1876  he  came  to  Oil  City, 
where  he  did  business  in  partnership  with  his 
son  Achilles  McAlevy,  securing  the  grounds 
and  buildings  which  now  constitute  the  plant  of 
the  Oil  City  mills,  and  converting  the  same  into 
a  flouring  mill,  which  he  conducted  for  nine 
years  until  its  sale  to  H.  H.  Fair  in  1885. 
About  this  time  A.  W.  Cox,  county  commis- 
sioner, died  and  Judge  Taylor  appointed  Mr. 
McAlevy  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term,  a  peri- 
od of  one  and  a  half  years.  He  then  became  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  Sixth  ward  of  Oil 
City,  where  he  had  also  served  in  the  council, 
as  a  member  of  that  body  being  instrumental 
in  having  Second  street  extended  to  make  a 
good  highway  to  the  east,  which  meant  much 
in  the  building  up  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
south  side.  Mr.  McAlevy  was  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
from  1876  until  his  death  in  1903,  serving 
twenty-seven  years  on  its  official  board. 

Mr.  McAlevy  married  Adesta  A.  Williams, 
of  Plum  township,  bom  in  November,  1826, 
and  who  died  in  1852  when  her  son  Achilles 
was  an  infant.  In  February,  1854,  Mr.  Mc- 
Alevy married  (second)  Isabella  Duffield.  of 
Canal  township,  who  died  in  1885.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  first  union  were  as  follows :  George 
P.,  a  telegrapher  and  railroad  man,  left  Ve- 
nanfjo  county  in  1868  and  died  about  1902  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  he  rose  to  the  position  of 
assistant  superintendent  on  the  Iron  Mountain 
road,  with  which  he  was  associated  when  it  was 
merged  into  the  Gould  system.  Martha  mar- 
ried J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Qcveland  branch  of  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  road  at  that  point.  Achilles  is 
mentioned  below.  There  was  one  child  by 
the  second  marriage,  John  A.,  now  of  Shreve- 
port.  I^.  He  was  an  expert  bookkeeper,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  publishing  maps  of  the  oil 
repion<5 

Achilles  McAlevv,  father  of  Edward  S.  Mc- 
Alevy. was  born  Jan.  31,  1852,  in  Jacksoo 
township,  and  is  now  living  at  Salem  City 
(Seneca)  in  Cranberry  township,  three  miles 
south  of  Oil  Citv.  He  beean  work  as  a  clerk 
at  Franklin  in  his  father's  employ,  continu- 
ing: thus  for  two  and  a  half  years,  and  was  his 
successor  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Seneca, 
where  h^^  was  located  for  four  vears.  Remov- 
ine  to  Oil  Citv.  he  was  with  H.  H.  Fair  for 
a  period  of  thirteen  years  in  his  store,  from 


1 87 1  to  April  I,  1884,  when  he  entered  the 
mill,  where  he  had  assisted  considerably  in  the 
meantime,  getting  a  valuable  knowledge  of  the 
business.  He  operated  it  for  Mr.  Fair,  in 
whose  employ  he  remained  for  twenty-six  years 
altogether,  leaving  the  mill  in  1898,  when  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  on  his  own  account. 
He  carried  this  business  on  successfully  for 
seventeen  years,  in  the  location  at  No.  709 
East  Second  street,  where  he  became  well  and 
favorably  known,  giving  it  up  because  of  fail- 
ing health.    He  has  since  lived  retired. 

Mr.  McAlevy  married  Ophelia  Fritz,  and 
had  three  children :  Grace  A.,  Edward  S.  and 
George  F. 

Edward  S.  McAlevy  was  born  at  Oil  City 
in  1882,  and  acquired  his  literary  education  in 
the  public  schools  there,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1900.  He  pur- 
sued his  legal  studies  in  the  offices  of  Trax  ^ 
Parker,  at  Oil  City,  under  whose  guidance  he 
had  valuable  experience  of  the  routine  of  legal 
business  as  well  as  competent  instruction  in 
the  principles  and  practice  of  law,  and  entered 
upon  independent  practice  at  once  after  gain- 
ing admission  to  the  bar.  His  offices  are  in  the 
I--amberton  Bank  building.  Mr.  McAlvey 
has  come  oflF  creditably  in  the  test  of  compe- 
tition with  the  best  lawyers  of  this  part  of  the 
.State,  standing  well  with  the  members  of  his 
profession,  as  also  with  an  appreciative  clien- 
tele. He  is  a  member  of  the  Lawyers  Club  and 
Acacia  Club  of  Oil  City,  and  a  Masoa  in  fra- 
ternal affil'ation,  belonging-  to  Petrolia  Lodge, 
Xo.  363,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Oil  City  Chapter,  No. 
236,  R.  A.  M.,  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43, 
K.  T.,  and  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion. By  his  marriage  to  Katherine  Reed, 
daughter  of  L.  R.  Reed,  Mr.  McAlevy  has 
one  daughter,  Katherine  Elizabeth. 

TIMOTHY  M.  FOLEY,  of  Franklin,  has 
won  distinction  among  the  citizens  of  that  place 
honored  for  their  devotion  to  its  welfare.  He 
has  been  one  of  the  most  influential  workers 
for  its  development  and  improvement  as  a 
municipality,  many  of  its  most  attractive  fea- 
tures having  been  brought  about  as  the  result 
of  his  activity,  which  has  been  invariably  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  good.  In  various  respon- 
sibilities he  has  been  directly  associated  with 
the  establishment  of  good  government  and  de- 
sirable conditions  of  other  kinds  in  the  city, 
and  as  a  private  citizen  he  never  idles  in  his 
duty  toward  his  fellow  men.  Personally  he  has 
led  an  industrious,  successful  life,  making  a 
reputation    for    reliability   entirely   consistent 
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with  his  fidelity  in  public  service.  He  is  now 
retired  from  active  business  cares,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  well  earned  leisure. 

Mr.  Foley  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  has 
spent  practically  all  his  life  in  this  country. 
Bom  April  30,  1848,  he  was  but  two  years 
old  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents, 
the  family  settling  at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
grew  up.  His  school  attendance  was  rather 
brief,  and  he  was  very  young  when  he  began 
to  learn  the  machinist's  trade  in  the  Erie  shops 
at  Dunkirk,  where  ex-chief  Brooks  was  then 
master  mechanic.  Mr.  Foley  spent  four  years 
at  the  Erie  shops,  and  then  for  three  years  was 
employed  in  Chicago,  111.,  at  his  trade,  before 
coming  to  Pennsylvania.  In  this  State  he  first 
worked  at  Titus ville,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  one  year.  Then  he  went  to  Plumer, 
\'enango  county,  entering  the  Boston  Iron 
Works.  One  year  later  this  plant  was  trans- 
ferred to  Franklin,  Pa.,  in  1871,  and  Mr.  Foley 
came  to  this  city,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
ever  since.  He  became  general  foreman  of 
this  plant,  his  skill  and  faithful  services  being 
recognized  and  appreciated  by  his  employers, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1880.  That  year 
he  became  associated  with  Henry  James  on  the 
oil  lease  system,  continuing  with  him  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  with 
George  Maloney  as  general  foreman.  The 
business  was  then  carried  on  by  the  firm  of 
Maloney  &  McElheny,  having  what  is  now  the 
plant  of  the  Producers  Supply  Company.  In 
February,  1884,  Mr.  Foley  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  in  whose 
service  he  rose  to  a  position  of  high  responsi- 
bility, becoming  chief  engineer  and  master  me- 
chanic of  their  large  plant,  and  remaining  with 
them  until  his  retirement,  March  i,  1916.  He 
has  been  a  leading  spirit  of  progress  in  Frank- 
lin, always  doing  his  part  toward  uplift  work 
in  the  city.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the 
council  for  twelve  years,  and  was  especially 
active  in  introducing  the  paid  fire  department. 
Mr.  Foley's  personal  experience  in  this  line 
has  made  him  a  competent  judge  of  such 
matters.  He  always  took  an  enthusiastic  in- 
terest in  the  volunteer  fire  department,  belong- 
ing to  Franklin  Fire  Company,  No.  i,  of  which 
he  was  three  times  elected  president.  He  has 
been  twice  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with 
the  nomination  for  the  mayoralty.  His  resi- 
dence is  in  the  Third  ward,  at  No.  236  Grant 
street. 

Mr.  Foley  has  a  very  wide  acquaintanceship 
amongr  Odd  Fellows  in  the  State.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  Venango  Lodge,  No.  255,  for  the 
last  forty-three  years,  is  a  past  officer  of  this 


lodge,  and  served  six  terms  as  representative 
to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  State;  for  two  terms 
he  was  district  deputy  grand  master. 

Mr.  Foley  married  Eleanora  Brown,  who 
was  bom  in  Cherry  Tree  township,  Venango 
county,  a  daughter  of  William  Brown,  and 
died  at  Franklin  June  16,  19 16.  The  following 
children  were  bom  of  this  union :  Jennie  L., 
now  the  wife  of  F.  L.  Ludwick,  who  is  cashier 
of  the  People's  National  Bank  at  East  Brady, 
Pa. ;  Anna  M.,  deceased  in  1882,  who  was  the 
wife  of  William  Eichenauer;  Eleanora  P.,  en- 
gaged as  bookkeeper  for  the  James  Bleakley 
Estate  at  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Chester  A.,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  the  Franklin  Garage 
Company,  of  Franklin  (his  partner  is  William 
Moore) ;  Edna  R.,  a  stenographer  at  the 
Galena-Signal  Oil  Company's  offices  in  Frank- 
lin, Pa. ;  Teddy  D.,  employed  with  his  brother 
Chester;  and  Florence  M.,  a  student  at  the 
local  high  school. 

DANIEL  B.  HETZLER.  of  Freedom,  has 
been  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of 
Rockland  township,  Venango  county,  like  his 
father  a  leading  spirit  in  local  activities  of  all 
kinds.  Politically  he  has  been  one  of  the  fore- 
most supporters  of  the  Prohibition  party  in 
this  section,  and  he  is  serving  his  third  term 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  in  that  office  as  in  all 
his  other  responsibilities  making  a  record  for 
efficient  dispatch  of  his  duties  as  well  as  con- 
scientious attention  to  their  details. 

Mr.  Hetzler  was  bom  in  Rockland  township 
Dec.  II,  1845,  son  of  John  Hetzler,  in  his  day 
well  known  all  over  Venango  county  as  a 
surveyor  and  business  man,  likewise  in  offi- 
cial circles.  John  Hetzler  was  bom  May  12, 
1 8 18,  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Troutner)  Hetzler,  and  in  the 
paternal  line  was  of  German  extraction,  his 
grandfather  settling  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y. 
(the  county  adjoining  Monroe).  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  18 12,  and  wit- 
>  nessed  the  buming  of  Buffalo,  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  Black  Rock,  where  he  was  cap- 
tured by  the  British,  being  imprisoned  in 
Montreal  for  three  months  before  his  ex- 
change, which  took  place  at  Lake  Champlain. 
He  walked  home  from  that  place.  It  was  in 
1 8 18  that  he  first  came  to  Venango  county, 
where  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  to  which  he  returned  the  next  year  with 
his  family,  bringing  all  the  household  effects 
in  a  wagon.  At  that  time  the  only  improve- 
ments on  the  tract  were  a  one-story  log  house 
and  a  bam,  and  he  had  to  work  hard  to  get 
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it  under  cultivation.  He  acquired  consider- 
able land,  which  he  gave  to  his  grandsons. 
In  1843  ^^  erected  on  his  home  place  a  large 
double  brick  residence,  which  is  still  in  use, 
and  his  son  John  put  up  a  frame  dwelling 
there  later.  John  Hetzler  (Sr.)  was  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  men  who  settled  in  this 
region.  He  brought  the  first  threshing  ma- 
chine used  in  this  vicinity,  a  sweep  horsepower 
outfit  with  "chaff  piler" — simply  a  cylinder 
which  threw  straw,  chaff  and  grain  into  one 
heap  behind,  the  separating  being  done  after- 
ward by  laborers,  with  rakes,  forks  and  a  fan- 
ning mill.  He  made  use  of  a  separator  as 
soon  as  one  had  been  devised.  He  and  his 
sons  were  well  known  as  threshers  through- 
out this  section. 

The  family  went  back  to  Monroe  county 
in  1832,  to  care  for  Mr.  Hetzler's  aged  par- 
ents, remaining  until  1837.  John  Hetzler 
(Sr.)  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Elizabeth 
Troutner,  and  his  second  wife,  who  also  died 
before  him,  was  an  Ashbaugh.  He  met  her 
at  St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  county,  twelve  miles 
distant  from  his  Venango  county  home,  where 
he  attended  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
for  he  never  learned  English.  His  family 
consisted  of  four  children:  Elizabeth,  who 
died  when  a  young  woman,  married  Daniel 
Bly,  and  her  father  gave  them  a  farm  in 
Richland  township,  this  county;  Frederick 
died  young,  of  consumption ;  Daniel,  who  died 
in  middle  life,  is  survived  by  one  son,  Charles, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Springdale,  Pa. ;  John 
completed  the  family. 

John  Hetzler,  father  of  Daniel  B.  Hetzler, 
was  but  an  infant  when  the  family  settled  in 
Venango  county,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  returned  to  New  York  with 
his  parents  in  1832,  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  five  years  spent  there  passed  his  days 
in  this  county,  dying  in  1903.  While  in  New 
York  he  studied  §urveying,  and  followed  that 
profession  in  this  section  for  a  number  of 
years,  making  a  map  of  .the  Red  Valley  oil 
district  which  he  copyrighted.  During  his 
early  manhood  he  was  employed  at  the  local 
furnaces,  and  in  1847  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing on  the  tract  which  his  father  originally 
took  up,  living  in  part  of  the  double  brick 
house  previously  mentioned.  This  property 
came  into  his  possession,  and  lying  in  the  well 
known  Red  Valley  oil  district,  was  profitably 
developed,  large  returns  being  realized  on  the 
production  there  from  1885  to  1905.  The 
first  well  in  the  immediate  locality  was  struck 
in  July,   1885,  and  his   farm   was   leased  at 


once,  bringing  him  a  fine  income,  great  enough 
to  enable  him  to  lend  considerable  sums  of 
money,  for  which  there  was  a  constant  de- 
mand among  those  engaged  in  exploiting  oil 
leases.  Some  prospered  and  some  failed,  and 
several  times  lands  were  abandoned  to  him, 
as  the  borrowers  had  no  other  means  of  sat- 
isfying their  obligations.  One  of  the  proper- 
ties which  he  acquired  thus  w.as  a  fine  farm  in 
Butler  county  still  owned  by  his  son  Daniel, 
and  his  holdings  included  four  tracts  besides 
his  home  place  in  Rockland  township.  One 
twenty-five-acre  piece  belonging  to  him  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  best  paying  oil  properties  in 
the  Red  Valley  district.  Mr.  Hetzler  was  not 
only  a  large  landowner,  but  was  also  at  one 
time  the  largest  stockholder  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  at  Emlenton.  He  was  ambitious 
and  energetic  to  the  close  of  his  long  life,  con- 
tinuing to  live  on  the  farm  and  busying  him- 
self with  its  duties.  In  his  younger  days  he 
had  learned  carpentry  and  blacksmithing,  and 
he  was  always  well  provided  with  the  tools 
of  both  callings,  which  afforded  him  agreeable 
occupation   for  his  later  years. 

Mr.  Hetzler  was  always  a  man  of  public 
spirit  and  interested  in  the  common  welfare 
and  matters  affecting  the  community.  During 
his  twenties  he  was  commissioned  captain  of 
a  Pennsylvania  militia  company  by  Gov. 
David  R.  Porter,  holding  the  commission  until 
the  old  militia  organizations  of  the  State  were 
abandoned.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he 
was  over  the  age  for  enlistment,  but  he  did 
his  part  in  other  ways.  He  had  a  team  and 
spring  wagon,  the  only  vehicle  of  the  kind 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  he  gave  considerable 
time  hauling  soldiers  to  distant  railroad  sta- 
tions, transferring  altogether  about  seventy- 
five  men — those  from  Captain  Duncan's  com- 
pany, to  Pittsburgh;  from  Captain  Clapp's 
company,  to  Kittanning;  from  Captain  Ho- 
sey's  company,  to  Callensburg,  Clarion  coun- 
ty ;  and  from  Captain  Ridgeway's  company  to 
Franklin  and  other  places.  He  t)ften  paid  his 
own  expenses  on  these  trips.  It  is  rather  re- 
markable that  all  but  ten  of  these  seventy-five 
men  returned  from  the  service. 

Mr.  Hetzler  was  called  upon  for  official 
service  in  his  township  in  various  capacities, 
having  been  elected  constable,  assessor,  col- 
lector and  school  director,  for  years  secretary 
of  the  school  board.  He  was  deputy  sheriff 
of  \'enango  county  for  three  terms,  under 
Sheriffs  P.  R.  Gray  and  his  immediate  suc- 
cessors, Henry  Herpst  and  C.  S.  Marks;  was 
appointed  and  served  two  terms  as  mercantile 
appraiser  (the  first  to  hold  that  office  in  Ve- 
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nango  county)  and  as  tipstaff  of  the  court, 
under  Judges  Campbell  and  Trunkey;  and 
was  the  first  Republican  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  auditor,  assuming  the  duties  of  that 
position  in  January,  1856,  and  filling  it  for  the 
full  term  of  three  years.  He  did  not  remove 
to   Franklin  during  his  official   term. 

In  1843  Mr.  Hetzler  married  Maria  Smith, 
who  was  bom  Sept.  16,  1825,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Smith,  an  early  settler  of  Rockland 
township,  he  and  his  brother  David  being 
the  first  blacksmiths  there.  Mrs.  Hetzler 
spent  her  last  years  with  her  daughter  in 
Oil  City,  passing  away  Feb.  14,  1914.  She 
was  the  mother  of  three  children:  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Amos  P.  Dale,  of  Oil  City ;  Daniel  B., 
mentioned  below;  and  Henry,  who  died  in 
middle  life  on  the  old  farm  in  Rockland  town- 
ship. The  last  named  married  Jennie  Lovell, 
who  is  also  deceased,  their  sons  Bert  A.  and 
John  L.  Hetzler  now  having  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Daniel  B.  Hetzler  was  two  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  the  tract  where  they 
made  their  permanent  home,  a  property  adjoin- 
ing his  present  farm.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality, 
and  his  early  training  was  along  the  line  of 
agricultural  work  and  oil  operations,  as  well 
as  surveying,  Mr.  Hetzler  gaining  through  his 
various  activities  on  his  own  account  and  as 
his  father's  assistant  an  insight  into  local  real 
estate  conditions  which  has  proved  very  val- 
uable. As  a  young  man  he  was  employed  for 
four  years  as  tool  dresser,  rig  builder  and 
ganger,  mainly  in  Clarion  county.  When  he 
married  he  began  housekeeping  at  his  present 
place,  then  comprising  forty-six  acres  given 
him  by  his  father  and  known  as  the  Ramsdell 
tract.  He  has  been  extensively  interested  in 
oil  production,  having  for  ten  years  taken 
leases  and  operated  in  the  Butler  county  field 
as*  well  as  in  the  Red  Valley  territory,  and 
he  has  improved  his  home  property  notably, 
having  erecfed  a  fine  home  there  in  1879 
and  kept  up  the  property  attractively.  He 
is  still  engaged  in  oil  production  and  farm- 
ing. Though  his  father  divided  his  landed  es- 
tate during  his  lifetime  in  accordance  with  his 
special  wishes,  he  had  considerable  other 
property  to  be  settled  after  his  death,  and 
upon  Daniel  B.  Hetzler  devolved  the  duties 
of  executor  and  administrator,  which  he  filled 
conscientiously  and  ably. 

Mr.  Hetzler  has  been  foremost  in  advocat- 
ing the  business-like  and  efficient  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  and  active  in  politics 
as    an    earnest    member    of    the    Prohibition 


party,  having  served  as  delegate  to  the  Pitts- 
burgh convention  in  1916.  He  was  three 
times  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  for  which 
office  he  is  well  fitted  by  disposition  as  well 
as  his  familiarity  with  local  conditions.  In 
the  year  1892  he  was  mercantile  appraiser  of 
Venango  County.  Fraternally  he  is  an  Odd 
Fellow,  having  joined  the  order  at  Emlenton 
(eight  miles  from  his  home)  in  1872  and  sub- 
sequently transferred  to  the  lod^e  at  Rock- 
land, which  is  but  a  mile  from  his  residence. 
On  March  2,  1870,  Mr.  Hetzler  married 
Rosa  Smith,  who  was  born  at  Clintonville, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  while*  her  father,  Rev.  F. 
W.  Smith,  was  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  church 
there.  He  is  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Hetzler 
died  April  5,  1918.  No  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetzler,  but  they  reared  a 
daughter,  Lottie  Robinson,  from  childhood. 
She  is  now  the  wife  of  Stanley  Bell,  of  Cran- 
berry township,  Venango  county. 

A.  S.  KARNS,  of  Franklin,  as  member  of 
the  S.  T.  Kams*  Sons  Company  is  carrying 
on  an  old-established  business  of  that  city 
which  has  reached  notable  proportions  under 
his  management.  It  is  now  operated  as  a 
general  transfer  and  storage  business,  with  the 
largest  patronage  controlled  by  any  concern 
of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  all 
developed  from  a  modest  beginning  made  in 
1864.  The  members  of  the  Karns  family  have 
throughout  that  period  shown  enterprise  in 
keeping  their  facilities  up  to  the  demands  of 
the  times,  and  have  accordingly  profited  by  the 
growth  of  the  city.  They  have  long  been 
known  in  this  region  for  their  substantial 
qualities,  the  family  having  been  settled  here 
for  a  century  or  more.  Mrs.  Anna  Karns, 
widow  of  Henry  Karns,  came  to  Venango 
county  in  the  early  days  with  a  family  of  nine 
sons  and  one  daughter,  making  her  home  in 
Richland  township. 

Jacob  Karns,  one  of  the  nine  sons  of  Henry 
and  Anna  Karns,  removed  to  Cranberry  town- 
ship, this  county,  after  his  marriage,  and  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  five  hundred  acres  upon  which 
he  farmed  throughout  his  active  days,  dying 
there  in  1885,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  He 
was  a  Democrat,  and  one  of  the  early  con- 
stables in  Venango  county.  His  religious  con- 
nection was  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  By  his  first  wife,  Nancy  (Thomp- 
son), daughter  of  Frank  Thompson,  of  Clarion 
county,  Pa.,  he  had  eight  children,  six  sorts 
and  two  daughters.  After  her  death,  which 
occurred  in  1849,  he  married  Mrs.  MolHe 
Bickel. 
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Samuel  T.  Karns,  the  third  son  of  Jacob 
Kams,  was  bom  in  183 1  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Cranberry  township.  He  spent  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  there,  but  he  was 
ambitious  to  be  independent,  and  in  1864  he 
removed  to  Franklin,  hoping  to  find  oppor- 
tunities more  plentiful  than  on  the  farm.  Upon 
settling  in  the  city  fie  commenced  teaming,  be- 
ginning a  business  which  continued  to  be  his 
principal  occupation  to  the  end  of  his  days, 
and  in  which  his  sons,  Augustine  S.  and  Samuel 
D.,  joined  him  later.  Forming  the  firm  of  S. 
T.  Kams  &  Co.,  in  1884,  they  also  carried  on 
the  wholesale  notion  business  in  Franklin,  do- 
ing well  in  both  lines.  In  1853  Mr.  Karns 
married  Sarah  Frawley,  daughter  of  Michael 
Frawley,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  reached  maturity: 
Augustine  S. ;  Mary,  who  married  John  Mc- 
Nulty;  Samuel  D.,  bora  Aug.  22,  1861,  who 
is  now  engaged  in  conducting  a  chicken  farm 
in  Cranberry  township  (in  1889  ^^  married 
Maggie  A.  Clyde)  ;  Edward  J. ;  Charles  W., 
deceased ;  Alice  B.,  wife  of  William  Evans,  liv- 
ing in  Oklahoma ;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  Richard 
McMullen,  of  Oil  City,  Pa. ;  and  Margaret  D., 
unmarried.  The  father  died  in  1903.  The 
mother,  bom  in  1835.  died  June  23,  1914. 
They  are  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 

A.  S.  Kams  was  born  Aug.  2y,  1857,  ^^ 
Cranberry  township,  and  being  but  a  child 
when  the  family  removed  to  Franklin  had 
the  advantages  of  the  excellent  public  schools 
there.  When  he  began  work  it  was  in  the 
employ  of  J.  and  R.  H.  Woodbum,  merchants, 
with  whom  he  continued  for  twelve  years,  from 
1872,  acquiring  valuable  experience.  In  1884, 
with  his  father  and  brother  Samuel,  he  formed 
the  firm  of  G.  S.  Kams  &  Co.,  handling  no- 
tions wholesale,  and  was  so  engaged  for  the 
next  six  years.  From  that  time  he  has  de- 
voted practically  all  of  his  attention  to  the 
freight  transfer  and  storage  business,  which 
had  been  growing  steadily,  and  which  he  con- 
tinued after  his  father's  death.  In  1907  it  was 
incorporated  as  the  S.  T.  Karns'  Sons  Com- 
pany. The  company  has  erected  a  brick  storage 
warehouse  eighty  by  two  hundred  feet  in  di- 
mensions, arranged  and  equipped  in  modern 
style,  and  has  facilities  for  handling  and  storing 
vast  quantities  of  goods  of  all  kinds.  Some 
idea  of  the  volume  of  business  done  may  be 
gained  from  the  fact  that  twenty-five  teams 
are  in  daily  operation,  besides  two  large  auto 
trucks.  Though  never  in  public  life,  Mr. 
Kams  is  keenly  alive  to  the  duties  of  good 
citizenship  and  is  identified  with  the  best  local 
interests.    He  is  well  known  socially  as  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Franklin  and  Wanango  Clubs  and 
the  local  lodge  of  Elks,  as  well  as  the  Knights 
of  Honor.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  in  re- 
ligion a  Baptist,  belonging  to  the  First  Church 
of  Franklin. 

In  1 88 1  Mr.  Karns  married  Florence  Kribbs, 
of  Edenburg,  Pa.,  who  died  May  10,  1909,  the 
mother  of  five  children :  Benton,  Lillian,  Edith, 
Ruth  and  Frederick,  the  last  named  now  a 
member  of  Company  C,  15th  Engineer  Corps, 
of  the  National  Army,  in  service  in  France. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr,  Kams  married  Lil- 
lian Collins.  There  are  no  children  by  this 
union.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karns  have  an  attractive 
home  at  Miller  Park,  Franklin. 

PORTER  PHIPPS,  now  a  resident  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  is  a  member  of  the  Phipps 
family  which  has  been  prominently  associ- 
ated with  the  development  of  Venango  coun- 
ty from  the  pioneer  period  and  for  many 
years  was  Himself  a  leading  agriculturist  and 
oil  operator  in  Clinton  township.  He  is  now 
engaged  as  a  dealer  in  oil  and  gas  properties, 
with  office  in  the  Fitzsimmons  building.  No. 
331   Fourth  avenue,   Pittsburgh. 

A  full  account  of  Mr.  Phipps'  lineage  from 
Joseph  Phipps,  the  first  ancestor  of  this  branch 
of  the  family  in  America,  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  work,  his  line  being  through 
Joseph  (2),  Nathan,  Samuel,  John  and  Rob- 
ert Phipps. 

Robert  Phipps.  father  of  Porter  Phipps, 
was  born  Feb.  6,  1809,  on  the  old  Phipps 
homestead,  and  died  in  1862.  He  married 
Nov.  23,  1833.  Ann  Canan,  of  Lawrenceburg, 
Pa.,  who  survived  him  until  Jan.  2,  1872,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
namely:  William  C.  who  settled  in  Clinton 
township,  Venango  county,  where  he  died  June 
6,  1892;  James,  who  died  on  the  homestead; 
Porter;  John  W.,  who  removed  to  Colorado, 
and  died  April  16,  1916,  at  Prescott,  Ariz.; 
Simeon  W.,  who  died  July  31,  191 7,  at  Wil- 
kinsburg.  Pa. ;  Rev..  Dr.  Robert  *J.,  a  success- 
ful minister  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  now 
at  El  Reno,  Okla. ;  Mary ;  Maria,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Tiflfany,  who  died  May  31,  1910,  at 
Akron,  Ohio;  and  Mary,  Grace  and  Sarah, 
all  three  deceased  in  infancy. 

Porter  Phipps  was  bom  Nov.  30,  1842,  in 
Clinton  township,  and  grew  up  on  the  home- 
stead farm,  attending  the  local  township 
schools  and  later  the  Clintonville  Academy. 
During  his  early  manhood  he  taught  for  a 
time.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  E. 
1 6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  served  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  seeing  considerable  field 
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duty,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  he 
took  part  in  forty  engagements.  His  military 
obligations  fulfilled,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  and  became  interested  in  farming  and 
stock  raising,  acquiring  a  farm  of  260  acres 
in  Clinton  township,  as  well  as  productive  land 
elsewhere,  becommg  a  stockholder  in  the 
Bradford  Orange  Company,  owning  extensive 
orange  groves  in  Florida.  Since  1878  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  oil  industry,  having 
commenced  the  production  of  oil  that  year. 
In  1900  he  removed  to  Knoxville,  Pittsburgh, 
and  is  now  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  oil  and 
gas  properties,  also  having  development  work 
done  in  West  Virginia,  besides  doing  con- 
siderable prospecting  work  in  what  very  soon 
will  be  the  greatest  petroleum  State  in  the 
Union,  Texas. 

Mr.  Phipps  was  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  Clinton  township  throughout 
his  residence  there,  having  served  a  five-year 
term  as  justice  of  the  peace,  to  which  office 
he  was  elected  in  1876,  and  shown  his  public 
spirit  particularly  in  furthering  the  educa- 
tional facilities  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was 
associated  with  various  other  local  interests, 
holding  membership  in  Alexander  Welton 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  which  he  served  as  commander, 
and  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  he  represented  as  delegate  to  the  Pres- 
byterian General  Assembly  held  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  in  1885.  Since  his  removal  to 
Pittsburgh  he  has  kept  up  these  various  in- 
terests with  unabated  zeal,  and  is  quite  hale 
and  hearty  in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  He 
has  been  a  layman  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
for  forty-nine  years  and  a  continuous  scholar 
and  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  for  fifty- 
three  years,  and  is  still  actively  engaged  in 
all  church  and  Sunday  school  work.  At  pres- 
ent he  takes  great  interest  in  having  our  Na- 
tional Government  divorced  from  the  liquor 
traffic.  He  wrote  the  plank  that  was  adopted 
in  the  Republican  State  convention  of  1887. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  State 
convention  in  1888  and  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  and  on  the  committee  of  platform 
which  reaffirmed  the  plank  of  1887,  which 
was,  "Resolved  that  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  shall  amend  its  Constitution, 
forever  forbidding  the  manufacture,  sale  and 
importation  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  bev- 
erage." One  of  Mr.  Phipps'  desires  has  been 
that  the  Lord  would  so  spare  his  life  so  that 
he  would  see  our  government,  national,  state, 
county  and  local,  entirely  divorced  from  a 
business  that  has  produced  from  seventy-five 
to  ninety  per  cent  of  all  crime.     Mr.  Phipps 


has  had  the  honor  of  being  commander  of 
the  largest  G.  A.  R.  post  in  Pittsburgh,  Gen. 
Alex.  Hays  Post,  No.  3.  At  present  he  is 
chaplain,  patriotic  instructor,  council  of  ad- 
ministration, member  of  the  Allegheny  Com- 
pany G.  A.  R.  Association,  and  an  aide  de 
camp  on  the  Na>tional  G.  A.  R.  staff. 

On  Jan.  26,  1869,  Mr.  Phipps  married 
Sarah  J.  Baird,  daughter  of  James  Baird,  of 
Clinton  township,  and  they  celebrated  their 
Golden  Wedding  on  the  26th  of  January,  1919. 
They  have  three  sons  and  three  daughters  and 
eighteen  grandchildren.  The  eldest  son,  Ly- 
man Stewart  Phipps,  was  married  August  24, 
1897,  to  Vera  McKoon,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
and  at  present  lives  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Robert 
Baird  Phipps  was  married  to  Vinie  Vander- 
lin,  of  Boyers,  Pa.,  in  February,  1900,  and 
resides  at  Grove  City,  Pa.  John  H.  Phipps 
was  married  Jan.  12,  1909,  to  Emma  Bott,  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  is  now  successfully  engaged 
in  the  oil  business  in  Palestine,  111.  The  oldest 
daughter.  Miss  Mary  A.  Phipps,  resides  in 
Knoxville.  The  second  daughter,  Eva  M., 
was  married  to  Harry  J.  Lewis,  a  lawyer  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  June  28,  1910,  and  Grace  A., 
the  youngest  of  the  family  was  married  Jan. 
8,  1908,  to  J.  Fred  Boyce,  manager  of  the 
M.  E.  Cunningham  Company  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

JAMES  C.  DICK  has  been  the  moving 
spirit  in  the  concern  now  known  as  the  Dick 
Sand  Company  from  its  very  inception,  guid- 
ing it  from  the  experimental  stage  through 
which  ever}'  new  enterprise  must  pass  to  the 
certain  success  which  entitles  it  to  a  place 
among  the  notably  distinctive  industries  of 
Venango  county.  The  supplying  of  sand  for 
special  uses  being  a  new  line  of  business  fol- 
lowed as  a  separate  industry,  Mr.  Dick  had 
no  precedents  in  the  field  to  go  by,  either  in 
the  establishment  of  the  venture  or  the  essen- 
tials of  its  operation,  so  that  it  took  initiative 
as  well  as  courage  to  handle  the  preliminary 
arrangements.  But  with  experience  he  has 
solved  most  of  his  early  problems  satisfac- 
torily, and  the  details  of  the  business  are  now 
well  in  hand,  with  all  operations  in  good 
running  order  and  on  a  most  efficient  basis. 
The  office  of  the  company  is  at  Franklin,  the 
grounds  and  works  at  Polk,  in  French  Creek 
township,  and  Mr.  Dick  makes  his  home  in  the 
borough  of  Utica,  which  is  also  in  that  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Dick  was  born  in  1871  at  Clinton, 
Mass.,  where  he  obtained  his  early  education, 
being  twelve   years   old    when   he   moved   to 
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Pittsburgh  with  his  father,  who  was  engaged 
in  business  as  a  merchant  at  Pittsburgh.  The 
youth  learned  lithography,  and  followed  it 
during  young  manhood.  Coming  to  Venango 
county  on  a  fishing  trip,  he  met  Letha  Loretta 
Shirley,  of  Utica,  where  he  settled  at  the  time 
of  their  marriage,  in  1893.  Meantime  he  had 
become  a  commercial  salesman  with  a  grocery 
house,  selling  over  n?)rthwestem  Pennsylvania 
for  ten  years,  and  it  was  during  this  period 
that  his  brother,  D.  W.  Dick  (now  a  purchas- 
ing agent  for  the  Ohio  Valley  Mills,  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio),  called  his  attention  to  the 
demand  for  a  special  kind  of  sand  used  in 
the  making  of  steel  castings.  The  idea  offered 
business  possibilities  which  he  could  not 
ignore,  and  he  set  himself  the  task  of  finding 
the  right  kind  of  deposits,  a  work  calling  for 
scientific  investigation,  based  on  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  requirements.  The  first 
bank  which  Mr.  Dick  opened  was  at  Carlton, 
Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  he  continued  prospect- 
ing for  two  years  longer  before  he  found  the 
one  best  grade,  on  the  company's  present 
property  at  Polk.  Of  twenty-two  different 
varieties  of  sand  rock  occurring  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  York  and  Ohio  but  one  is  per- 
fect for  steel  molding  purposes,  and  not  often 
foimd,  and  there  are  only  about  fifteen  com- 
panies all  over  the  country  that  produce  it. 
Considerable  capital  and  patient  research  were 
necessary  to  locate  the  required  deposit  in 
such  quantities  as  to  justify  the  large  in- 
vestment involved  in  the  purchase  and  in- 
stallation of  proper  equipment  for  preparing 
and  shipping  the  product,  and  the  rock  was 
thoroughly  tested  before  the  land  was  pur- 
chased, a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  with  a 
fifty-acre  supply  of  sand  rock,  which  is 
crushed  at  the  plant  ready  for  use,  a  full 
equifwnent  of  especially  designed  machinery 
having  been  put  in.  It  was  probably  fortunate 
rather  than  otherwise  that  Mr.  Dick  had  to 
originate  methods  of  production  and  handling, 
without  being  hampered  by  tradition,  if  we 
may  judge  by  the  facility  with  which  operations 
at  the  plant  are  conducted.  All  the  details  of 
development  have  been  in  his  hands.  The 
same  officers  have  been  at  the  head  of  the 
company  since  it  was  incorporated  fifteen  years 
ago,  with  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
Harry  Lamberton  being  president  and  Chess 
Lamberton  secretary  and  treasurer,  while  Mr. 
Dick  is  vice  president  and  general  manager. 
The  stock  is  all  locally  owned.  From  ten  to 
fifteen  carloads  are  shipped  daily  to  the  Pitts- 
burgh and  BuflFalo  markets,  constant  employ- 
ment being  afforded  to  from  thirty  to  thirty- 


five  men,  with  a  good  showing  of  yearly  in- 
crease in  the  volume  of  business,  due  to  enter- 
prising selling  methods  as  well  as  the  growth 
of  demand  from  old  patrons.  This  sand  is  a 
stable  commodity,  having  been  used  in  casting 
all  the  United  States  armor  plate  produced 
during  the  last  fifteen  years.  The  rock  is 
blasted  out  in  immense  quantities  by  means  of 
dynamite,  as  much  as  eighty-five  hundred 
pounds  of  explosive  being  used  for  a  single 
"shot,"  one  discharge  setting  off  a  line  of  holes 
which  require  three  weeks  to  drill  and  fill  and 
throwing  out  rock  that  provides  shoveling  for 
sixty  days.  All  this  is  crushed  down  to  the 
fineness  of  sand  ready  for  use  in  the  steel 
plants.  A  gravity  railroad  two  thousand,  three 
hundred  feet  long  has  been  laid  for  moving 
the  product  in  the  yards,  the  loaded  cars  haul- 
ing the  empties  from  the  sand  pit  to  the  crush- 
ing plant.  Mr.  Dick  has  been  kept  busy  at  the 
works  since  they  were  started,  and  they  may 
justly  be  called  the  product  of  his  mental  and 
physical  labors.  His  principal  business  inter- 
ests aside  from  this  are  in  developments  in  the 
Ohio  oil  fields,  where  he  has  made  some  in- 
vestments. His  chief  recreation  is  his  yearly 
trip  to  Canada,  where  he  enjoys  catching 
muskellonge  and  other  game  fish.  Though  de- 
voted to  business  he  has  been  a  valtted  member 
of  the  community  personally,  his  substantial 
character  and  sterling  qualities  commending 
him  to  the  respect  of  all  its  citizens. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  have  occupied  their  pres- 
ent home  in  Utica  for  twenty-five  years.  They 
have  two  daughters :  Sarah,  a  graduate  of  the 
Edinboro  State  Normal  School  and  now  teach- 
ing in  the  Union  building  at  Franklin;  and 
Gertrude,  a  student  in  the  Utica  high  school. 
The  family  are  associated  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

WILLIAM  HARVEY  BONNER,  farmer 
of  Irwin  township,  is  entitled  to  honorable 
mention  among  the  intelligent  and  substantial 
citizens  of  his  section.  He  is  a  descendant  of 
a  family  long  known  in  that  part  of  Venango 
county  for  its  energetic  business  habits  and 
general  usefulness,  as  the  part  its  members 
played  in  the  early  history  and  material 
progress  of  this  region  testifies.  His  grand- 
father, Thomas  Bonner,  was  the  leader  in  the 
establishment  of  the  old  Victory  Furnace  on 
Victory  run,  in  this  enterprise  being  asso- 
ciated with  his  sons  Joseph,  William,  Andrew 
and  Archibald  Davidson  Bonner,  as  well  as 
others.  The  furnace  was  continued  from 
about  1842  until  1851. 

Archibald  Davidson  Bonner  was  born  Feb. 
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3,  1814,  in  Venango  county,  where  he  spent  all 
his  life.  About  1849  he  obtained  the  farm 
where  his  son  William  Harvey  Bonner  now 
lives,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Irwin 
township  lying  one  mile  east  of  the  Pittsburgh 
road,  and  fourteen  miles  south  of  Franklin. 
But  little  of  the  land  was  cleared  when  it 
came  into  his  possession,  and  it  was  greatly 
improved  under  his  ownership,  both  agricul- 
turally and  with  good  buildings.  The  bam 
was  built  in  1866,  the  house  in  1869,  and  he 
kept  the  property  in  excellent  condition.  He 
took  a  keen  interest  in  local  affairs,  especially 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Pleasant  View  M.  E. 
Church,  whose  house  of  worship  was  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  his  home.  He  held  member- 
ship in  that  congregation  from  1846,  and  was 
ever  ready  to  give  active  assistance  in  its 
work.  Mr.  Bonner  died  July  4,  1881,  ini  his 
carriage,  while  returning  from  a  picnic.  He 
was  married  in  1844  to  Susanna  Hovis, 
daughter  of  William  Hovis,  eldest  son  of  John 
Hovis,  and  at  that  time  nineteen  years  old. 
She  survived  him  over  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, passing  away  Oct.  3,  1908,  when 
eighty-two  years  old.  The  Hovis  family  is 
fully  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Seven  children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bonner:  William  Harvey;  James  Alvin;  Cla- 
rinda,  Mrs.  Richard  Henderson,  living  near 
the  old  home  in  Irwin  township;  Mary  Jane, 
Mrs.  Isaac  R.  Galloway,  of  Mechanicsville, 
this  county  (mentioned  elsewhere) ;  Julia, 
Mrs.  Cyms  Matthews,  of  Irwin  township; 
Catherine,  Mrs.  John  Kinder,  of  Irwin  town- 
ship; and  Sadie,  who  died  unmarried  when 
twenty-two  years  old.  James  Alvin  Bonner, 
now  a  resident  of  Butler,  Pa.,  has  been  en- 
gaged with  the  Phillips  Brothers  as  an  oil 
driller  for  forty-three  years,  being  now  super- 
intendent of  their  drilling  operations,  often 
with  as  many  as  twenty-two  strings  of  tools 
going  at  once.  He  began  his  oil  work  in  the 
[bullion  field. 

William  Harvey  Bonner  was  bom  April  22, 
1846.  in  the  old  brick  house  at  Bullion  now 
occupied  by  Homer  L.  De Woody,  built  by  the 
Bonners  over  one  hundred  years  ago.  He  was 
reared  at  his  present  home  and  educated  in  the 
neighboring  schools,  meantime  also  getting  a 
highly  practical  training  under  his  father's 
guidance.  He  has  continued  to  work  on  the 
farm  all  his  life,  devoting  all  his  energies  to 
agriculture  as  a  general  farmer,  in  which  line 
he  has  been  notably  successful.  Though  he 
himself  has  never  given  any  time  to  work  in 
the  oil  fields,  a  numljer  of  years  ago  he  bought 
a  fifty-acre  tract  adjoining  his  home  property 


in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Isaac 
R.  Galloway,  and  it  has  been  profitably  op- 
erated under  lease  to  the  present  time,  the 
owners  drawing  substantial  royalties  from 
the  oil  production  there.  Mr.  Bonner  has 
never  attempted  to  locate  oil  on  the  home 
farm.  Though  he  has  not  aspired  to  official 
honors  or  publicity  of  anv  kind  he  has  led  an 
active  life,  has  visited  some  interesting  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  enjoys  .  outdoor 
recreations  whenever  his  work  leaves  him 
time  for  them.  Like  his  father  he  has  been  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Pleasant  View  M. 
E.  Church,  which  he  is  serving  as,tmstee.  AH 
his  life  he  has  been  a  Prohibitionist  in  political 
principle. 

When  twenty-nine  years  old  Mr.  Bonner 
married  Jane  Foster,  sister  of  Hiram  Clinton 
Foster,  whose  family  history  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  She  died  two  and  a  half 
years  later,  leaving  one  child,  Carrie,  now  a 
professional  nurse  holding  a  position  in  the 
Venango  County  Home.  On  June  11,  1885, 
Mr.  Bonner  married  (second)  Mary  Beighle, 
whose  parents,  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Shaner) 
Beighle,  lived  near  the  old  Gilmore  mill,  where 
Mrs.  Bonner  was  bom.  Mr.  Beighle,  who 
was  born  in  January,  181 2,  died  at  that  place 
April  22,  1889;  Mrs.  Beighle,  bom  in  Septem- 
ber. 1823,  died  there  Feb.  22,  1900.  They  had 
a  family  of  five  children,  namely:  Obadiah, 
who  died  Jan.  21.  1913,  his  wife,  Clara  (Har- 
per), formerly  of  Butler  county,  now  living  at 
Grove  City;  Mary,  Mrs.  William  Harvey 
Bonner;  Susie  and  Lizzie,  who  died  in  younjg 
womanhood ;  and  Elias,  who  is  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness in  California. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs., Bonner:  Guy,  who  works  with  his  father, 
married  Alice  Henderson  and  has  one  son, 
William  Lester;  Ethel  is  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Slippery  Rock,  Pa., 
and  has  taught  eight  terms  in  V'enango  county, 
being  engaged  at  present  in  Irwin  township. 

RAYMOND.  That  section  of  Venango 
county  embracing  Frenchcreek  township,  in- 
cluding the  thriving  borough  of  Utica  and  the 
town  of  Raymilton,  had  its  most  potent  impulse 
in  the  early  days  of  development  in  the  enter- 
prise of  the  late  Aaron  Weeks  Raymond.  His 
remarkable  career,  spanning  almost  ninety 
years,  covered  practically  the  entire  period  of 
transition  from  primitive  to  modem  conditions 
in  this  region,  and  throughout  its  course  he 
was  one  of  the  most  vigorous  advocates  of 
progress  in  his  locality,  leading  many  of  the 
most  important  advances  made  there.    A  man 
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of  vision  and  action,  he  foresaw  the  possi- 
bilities Ijring  in  the  wonderful  natural  re- 
sources awaiting  exploitation  in  this  section, 
and  had  the  energy  and  courage  to  undertake 
much  of  the  work  himself,  reaping  an  ample 
reward  in  his  personal  prosperity  and  an  hon- 
orable position  among  hb  fellow  men.  The 
history  of  his  active  years  would  need  little 
amplification  to  form  a  complete  industrial 
record  of  Utica  and  Raymilton  and  the  sur- 
rounding territory  during  the  first  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  and  longer,  and  when  he 
removed  to  Franklin  he  took  an  equally  im- 
portant part  in  business  activities  there. 

Mr.  Raymond  was  of  old  Colonial  stock  long 
settled  in  Connecticut,  where  his  grandfather, 
Simeon  Raymond,  lived  and  died.  The  latter 
was  bom  in  171 1  at  **01d  Well,"  Norwalk, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  held  a  commission 
under  the  Crown  as  captain  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolution,  when,  his  sympathies 
being  with  the  "rebels,"  he  resigned  his  com- 
mand. His  union  with  the  Colonists  so  in- 
censed the  Tories  that  they  burned  all  his 
property.  He  and  his  wife  Hannah  had  ten 
children. 

Aaron  Raymond,  son  of  Simeon  and  Hannah 
Raymond,  was  bom  Aug.  9,  1759,  at  Norwalk, 
and  was  but  a  youth  when  he  entered  the 
Colonial  service,  enlisting  Jan.  i,  1777,  in  the 
3d  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  served  six 
years,  five  months  and  eight  days,  as  shown 
by  his  discharge,  dated  June  8,  1783,  and  bear- 
ing the  signature  of  George  Washington,  which 
is  now  one  of  the  cherished  possessions  of  the 
Ra3rmond  sisters,  of  Franklin,  Pa.  His  prop- 
erty was  destroyed  with  his  father's  by 
Amold's  expedition  in  1779.  It  is  said  that  a 
large  pier  glass  which  the  father  buried,  an 
heirloom  brought  by  the  family  from  England, 
was  the  only  thing  saved  of  the  household 
effects.  Aaron  Raymond  was  a  sailor  by  call- 
ing, acting  as  captain  of  a  vessel  engaged  in 
the  whale  fisheries,  and  after  the  war  ran  a 
packet  for  some  time.  He  also  owned  land 
and  farmed,  but  when  his  health  failed  and  he 
could  no  longer  follow  the  sea  he  removed  to 
New  York  State,  settling  first  at  Clinton, 
Oneida  county,  and  later  at  Troy,  where  he 
died  Nov.  30,  1810.  On  Oct.  i-j,  1784.  he 
married  Hannah  R.  Weeks,  of  Huntington, 
L.  I.,  who  was  born  on  Long  Island  Feb.  17, 
1765,  and  died  at  Troy  in  1830.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children :  Olive,  Mrs.  Greg- 
ory; Mary,  Mrs.  Underbill;  Elizabeth.  Mrs. 
Craw;  Oranee:  Lavina,  Mrs.  Russell;  Han- 
nah, Mrs.  Underbill:  Phoebe,  Mrs.  Lord; 
43 


Aaron   Weeks;   Matilda,   Mrs.   Russell;   and 
Julia  Ann. 

Aaron  Weeks  Raymond  was  born  Jan.  21, 
1801,  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  spent  his  early 
years  in  New  York  State.     In  1806  he  saw 
Fulton's  first  boat,  the  **Clemiont,"  as  it  was 
under  construction  in  the  North  river.     His 
father  dying  when  he  was  but  nine  years  old, 
he  went  to  live  with  his  eldest  sister  then 
residing  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  attending  school 
there.    Three  years  later  he  went  to  work  for 
the  husband  of  another  sister,  Capt.  Abraham 
Underbill,  as  cabin  boy,  and  thus  started  the 
vocation  of  his  earlier  manhood,  rising  from 
this  humble  position  on  a  steamboat  to  captain 
after  serving  in  every  intermediate  capacity. 
He  commanded  three  different  boats,  acting  as 
agent  and  part  of  the  time  as  captain  of  the 
"Chief  Justice  Marshall,"  the  pioneer  steam- 
boat on  the  line  from  Troy  to  New  York,  and 
as  captain  of  the  "Star."    During  the  winter 
seasons  he  usually  engaged  in  clerking.     In 
1819  he  made  a  trip  to  Erie  county,  Pa.,  where 
he    spent    one   year   with   his    brother-in-law 
David  Russell,  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1822 
he  returned  to  Troy  on  foot,  and  resumed  his 
former  occupation.    In  1828  he  was  interested 
in  a  grocery  at  Troy  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Raymond  &  Underbill.    It  was  in  1830  that- 
he  came  to  Venango  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  large  tract  of  land  in  1844,  acquiring 
possession  of  a  tract  of  about  six  hundred 
acres  which  includes  what  is  now  the  ^te  of 
Raymilton,  and  practically  all  of  which  is  still 
held  in  the  family.     He  settled  in  May,  1830, 
at  the  present  site  of  the  borough  of  Utica, 
which  he  laid  out  that  year.     Putting  up  a 
building  he  opened  a  store  and  foundry',  and 
within  a  few  years  had  given  a  strong  impetus 
to  the  growth  of  the  town,  which  he  named 
Utica  in  honor  of  Utica,  N.  Y.     He  had  a 
hand  in  most  of  the  important  business  of  his 
day.    He  took  a  contract  on  the  French  creek 
canal,    whxh    he    completed    faithfully,    and 
afterward  built  three  locks  on  the  Erie  canal, 
near  Hartstown.     The  Utica  post  office  was 
established  through  his  efforts,  and  in  1844  he 
built  a  large  grist  and  saw  mill  there,  which  he 
operated  successfullv.     In  1844  he  purchased 
the  land  south  of  his  original  location  in  the 
vicinity  of  what  is  now  Raymilton,  which  he 
also  founded  and  named,  and  where  he  put  up 
a  blast  furnace,  mills  and  other  buildings,  also 
establishing  a  large  store.     He  operated  the 
furnace  for  eight  years,  it  being  closed  down 
in  1857,  and  in  his  various  activities  often  had 
a  hundred  men  working  for  him.     Removing 
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to  Franklin  in  1858,  he  soon  purchased  a  hotel 
which  he  conducted  as  the  "Rural  House"  for 
a  few  years  (it  was  a  temperance  house),  and 
he  was  one  of  the  first  in  this  field  to  engage 
in  the  production  of  oil,  drilling  the  second 
well  sunk  after  Drake's,  in  the  fall  of  1859. 
He  was  president  of  the  Mammoth  Oil  Com- 
pany, which  had  been  organized  at  Franklin 
for  that  purpose,  and  they  struck  oil  in  March, 
getting  a  fairly  good  flow.  He  continued  to  be 
actively  interested  in  oil  development  during 
the  rest  of  his  business  career,  having  valuable 
holdings  on  Oil  creek.  Sugar  creek,  the  Alle- 
gheny river,  Sandy  creek  and  elsewhere.  Some 
of  his  most  profitable  oil  investments  were  at 
Raymilton,  Reno  and  Franklin,  in  Venango 
county.  Mr.  Raymond  never  relinquished  his 
active  connection  with  business  until  three 
years  before  his  death,  when  he  was  well  along 
in  the  eighties.  When  the  oil  industry  was  at 
its  height  he  was  president  of  two  oil  com- 
panies. His  production  at  Raymilton  paid  well. 
Mr.  Raymond  could  always  be  counted  upon  to 
support  any  good  cause  and  to  cooperate  with 
his  fellow  citizens  in  projects  looking  to  the 
general  welfare.  From  1842  he  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  elders  of  the  church 
of  that  denomination  in  Franklin.  His  death 
occurred  Jan.  24,  1890,  just  at  the  beginning 
of  his  ninetieth  year. 

On  Sept.  29,  1824,  Mr.  Raymond  was  mar- 
ried, at  Sand  Lake,  N.  Y.,  to  Ann  Eliza 
Whitaker,  who  was  born  in  1802  at  Troy,  N. 
Y..  daughter  of  Capt.  Ephraim  and  Hannah 
Whitaker,  the  former  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Mrs.  Raymond  passed  away  at  Franklin  in 
1887,  and  is  buried  with  her  husband  in  the 
Franklin  cemetery.  Of  the  thirteen  children 
born  to  them  ten  reached  maturity,  namely : 
Matilda,  born  Sept.  9,  1825,  married  Matthew 
Whann  and  (second)  Jackson  Robison,  of 
Curwensville,  and  now,  in  her  ninety-second 
year,  is  a  resident  of  Franklin,  busily  engaged 
in  knitting  socks  for  the  American  boys  in  the 
service :  William  W.,  deceased,  was  a  resident 
of  Raymilton;  George  W..  born  Aug.  4,  1828, 
at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Ray- 
milton, and  died  April  5,  1909  (he  married 
Mary  Adams,  and  they  had  one  child,  Flor- 
ence, who  died  in  childhood)  ;  Charles  H., 
bom  Feb.  3,  1832,  at  Utica,  Pa.,  was  a  leading 
resident  of  Raymilton,  where  he  became  post- 
master upon  the  establishment  of  the  office,  in 
1868,  and  died  Aue:.  7»  1908  (he  married  Jennie 
S.  Ives,  Aue.  16,  1871,  and  they  had  two 
daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Dora)  ,'  Hannah  M. 
married  Philetus  W.  Raymond,  and  is  now  a 


resident  of  Franklin  (she  is  eighty-two  years 
of  age)  ;  Mary  J.,  who  never  married,  also 
resides  at  Franklin ;  Harriet  A.  married  John 
L.  Nutchell,  of  Franklin,  and  died  in  1916; 
Sarah,  widow  of  William  J.  Lamberton,  of 
Denver,  Colo.,  resides  at  Franklin;  Aaron 
Whitaker  is  mentioned  below ;  Ann  Elizabeth, 
who  is  unmarried,  lives  with  her  sisters  Mary 
J.,  Mrs.  Robison  and  Mrs.  Lamberton  at 
Franklin. 

Aaron  Whitaker  Raymond  was  born  at 
Raymilton  July  17,  1842,  and  died  Jan.  i, 
1894,  at  that  place.  He  is  buried  in  the 
Franklin  cemetery.  For  many  years  he  was 
active  in  business  as  a  merchant  and  oil  pro- 
ducer, in  association  with  his  brothers  George 
W.  and  Charles  H.  Raymond,  their  operations 
being  among  the  most  important  conducted  in 
and  around  Raymilton,  whose  prosperity  has 
always  been  governed  to  a  large  extent  by  the 
Raymonds.  On  Oct.  18,  1877,  Mr.  Raymond 
married  Elizabeth  Simcox,  daughter  of  Shed 
Simcox,  and  she  survives  him,  now  making 
her  home  at  Grove  City,  Pa.,  where  both  her 
daughters  have  their  homes.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  were  born  three  children:  Laura, 
wife  of  Ralston  Montgomery;  Eliza,  wife  of 
William  S.  McKay;  and  Shed  Simcox. 

Shed  Simcox  Raymond,  now  a  prosperous 
young  business  man  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  was 
bom  at  Raymilton  March  25,  1886.  He  had 
all  the  educational  advantages  afforded  by  the 
public  schools,  and  later  attended  Grove  City 
College,  after  which  for  a  time  he, was  super- 
intendent of  the  Montgomery  Broom  Manu- 
facturing Company  at  Grove  City,  where  he 
remained  for  five  years.  For  the  two  years 
followine  he  was  located  at  Albion,  Pa.,  where 
he  established  himself  in  the  business  of  dry 
cleaning  and  pressing,  which  he  has  followed 
successfully  to  the  present  time.  From  Albion 
he  removed  to  Franklin,  which  has  afforded  a 
much  larger  field  for  his  enterprise,  and  Avhere 
he  has  a  modernly  equipped  plant  at  Eighth 
and  Liberty  streets.  As  his  patronage  widened 
he  founded  a  branch  at  Oil  City,  where  he  also 
does  a  largre  business,  maintaining  auto  trucks 
at  both  places  for  collecting  and  delivering. 
He  gives  steadv  employment  to  ten  hands.  In 
a  large  part  of  his  territory  Mr.  Raymond  has 
had  the  double  task  of  familiarizing  the  people 
with  the  scope  of  his  business  and  its  ad- 
vantages besides  demonstrating  the  superior 
work  which  his  establishment  is  prepared  to 
turn  out.  but  the  trade  has  been  put  upon  a 
solid  basis  and  is  increasing  steadily.  He  gives 
practically  all  his  attention  to  the  business, 
having  few  outside  interests,  though  he  main- 
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tains  active  membership  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, affiliating  with  Grove  City  Lodge,  No. 
603,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Venango  Lodge  of  Per- 
fection at  Oil  City ;  he  also  belongs  to  Franklin 
Lodge,  No.  no,  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

Mr.  Raymond  is  married  to  Edith  De  Armit, 
daughter  of  T.  B.  De  Armit,  a  resident  of 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  was  for  many  years  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  New  York  and 
Cleveland  Coal  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond have  no  children. 

RODERICK  MACKENZIE,  of  Oil  City, 
now  filling  his  second  term  as  city  controller, 
has  a  long  established  reputation  as  an  account- 
ant, the  varied  experience  in  financial  opera- 
tions which  he  acquired  previous  to  assuming 
his  present  public  office  fitting  him  thoroughly 
for  its  duties.  That  he  measured  up  fully  to 
the  expectations  of  his  fellow  citizens  was 
shown  substantially  in  the  strong  support 
which  he  received  at  the  primaries  when  a 
candidate  for  renomination — the  largest  vote 
cast  in  the  city  for  any  city  or  county  candi- 
date. Mr.  Mackenzie  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
coming  from  the  island  of  Lewis.  Ross-shire, 
where  his  grandparents,  Murdock  and  Janet 
(Ferrier)  Mackenzie,  lived  and  died.  They 
are  buried  there.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Alexander,  who  became  an  architect; 
Colin,  a  merchant  in  Charleston,  S.  C. ;  George, 
agent  for  the  French  General  Transatlantic 
Company  at  New  York;  Roderick  George; 
Catherine;  Isabella,  and  Mary.  The  family 
were  Presbyterians. 

Roderick  George  Mackenzie,  father  of 
Roderick  Mackenzie,  was  bom  Nov.  10,  1820, 
at  Stomoway,  Ross-shire,  on  Lewis  island, 
Scotland,  and  was  reared  and  educated  there. 
He  came  to  this  country  and  did  business  here 
for  a  number  of  years,  becoming  a  naturalized 
citizen.  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  engaged  as  a 
ship  commissioner  before  coming  to  America. 
He  made  the  voyage  to  New  York  by  sailing 
vessel  and  spent  some  time  in  that  city,  later 
going  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  where  he  was  a  ship 
commission  broker  for  a  number  of  years. 
Having  had  an  attack  of  yellow  fever,  he  re- 
turned to  Scotland  to  recuperate,  and  never 
came  back  to  this  country,  dying  at  his  native 
place,  where  he  is  buried,  Feb.  22,  1883.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 
In  1853  Mr.  Mackenzie  married  Jane  Mack- 
enzie, who  was  bom  Jan.  24,  1827,  at  Stomo- 
way, Scotland,  daufifhter  of  Roderick  Macken- 
zie, also  a  native  of  Lewis  island  and  engaged 
in  the  shippine  business  and  as  town  clerk  of 
Stomoway.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Mac- 


donald,  and  their  children  were  Isabel,  May, 
Jane  (Mrs.  Roderick  George  Mackenzie)  and 
Duncan  R.  The  father  was  fifty-eight  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  both  parents 
were  Presbyterians. 

Mrs.  Jane  (Mackenzie)  Mackenzie  never 
came  to  America,  dying  in  Scotland  April  4, 
1897,  ^^^  mother  of  the  following  children: 
Annie  Jane,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John 
F.  Macfarlane  of  Canada;  Roderick  is  men- 
tioned below ;  Dr.  Murdo,  of  Stomoway,  Scot- 
land, married  Agnes  Drake;  Duncan  R.  is 
mentioned  below;  Cecilia  Pithie  is  the  wife  of 
Capt.  M.  D.  Macfarlane,  of  Ilford,  Coimty  of 
Essex,  near  London,  England;  George  Fran- 
cis, cashier  of  the  Old  National  Bank  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  married  Emily  Green- 
field; George  Washington  and  Janet  Ferrier 
died  in  infancy. 

Roderick  Mackenzie  was  bom  at  Stomo- 
way Sept.  27,  1856,  in  the  same  room  where 
his  mother  was  bom.  He  grew  up  there,  ob- 
taining his  education  in  the  local  schools  and 
his  early  business  training  with  his  father, 
working  in  the  latter's  shipping  office  the 
summer  before  he  left  home.  He  was  sixteen 
years  old  when  he  came  to  America,  in  the 
summer  of  1873,  in  company  with  the  family 
of  his  uncle,  Duncan  R.  Mackenzie,  making 
the  voyage  on  the  steamship  "Egypt,"  of  the 
National  Steamship  Company.  Landing  at 
New  York,  he  lived  in  Brooklyn  for  the  next 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  was  employed 
in  New  York  in  the  grain  commission  busi- 
ness, and  at  the  end  of  that  time  made  a  visit 
home,  also  attending  the  Paris  exposition  then 
in  progress.  Upon  his  retum  to  this  country, 
in  the  fall  of  1878,  he  spent  a  few  months  in 
Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  in  March,  1879,  going  to 
Scotland  again  and  remaining  until  October. 
When  he  came  back  he  took  a  position  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  as  chief  clerk  with  the  Edgar 
Thomson  Steel  Company,  with  which  he  was 
associated  in  that  capacity  until  June  10,  1881, 
when  he  became  private  secretary  to  Capt.  J.  J. 
Vandergrift,  president  of  the  United  Pipe 
Lines  Company,  in  Pittsburgh.  He  was  so  en- 
gaged until  May,  1885,  when  he  was  sent  to 
Chicago  by  Vandergrift  &  Rhodes  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  Pennsylvania  Tube  Company,  as 
auditor,  his  duties  keeping  him  there  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1886.  His  next  responsibilities  were  as 
auditor  for  the  Westmoreland- &  Cambria  Nat- 
ural Gas  Company  in  Pittsburgh,  with  which 
concern  he  remained  until  1896.  when  the  busi- 
ness was  closed  out  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of 
the  natural  gas  anjl  he  formed  a  Philadelphia 
connection  which  he  retained  until  October, 
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1897.  For  two  years  after  his  return  to  Pitts- 
burgh he  was  with  the  Consolidated  Traction 
Company  as  assistant  to  the  superintendent  of 
oveAead  and  maintenance  of  way,  and  subse- 
quently was  with  the  Crucible  Steel  Company 
of  that  city,  assisting  in  the  consolidation  of 
the  different  companies  as  auditor.  In  190 1 
he  took  a  trip  West  and  up  the  Great  Lakes, 
visited  the  Buffalo  Exposition,  and  eventually 
arrived  in  Oil  City,  where  he  opened  the  books 
for  the  new  organization  of  the  Citizens' 
Traction  Company,  spending  a  year  in  that 
work.  Then  he  went  into  business  on  his  own 
account  under  the  name  of  The  Audit  Com- 
pany, ,  maintaininjg  dfices  in  the  Chambers 
building  in  Oil  City,  and  continuing  thus  until 
he  became  associated  with  the  Derrick  Pub- 
lishing Company  as  accountant.  He  severed 
that  connection  to  take  his  present  office,  to 
which  he  was  first  elected  in  191 2,  and  subse- 
quently chosen  to  succeed  himself.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but  the  large 
vote  which  put  him  into  office  was  by  no  means 
confined  to  his  own  party,  being  a  gratifying 
affirmation  of  the  high  opinion  prevailing  as 
to  his  personal  character  as  well  as  business 
qualifications. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Mackenzie  had 
two  children:  Roderick  George  died  when 
twenty-six  years  old;  Walter  J.,  paying  teller 
in  the  New  Netherland  Bank.  New  York  City, 
married  Marie  Brandt.  To  his  present  union, 
with  Mary  Browne,  a  native  of  McClintock- 
ville,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  A.  S.  and 
Mary  Browne,  have  been  born  three  children : 
Cecilia  P.,  Miriam  R.  and  George  A.,  all  of 
whom  have  attended  school  in  Oil  City.  Mr. 
Mackenzie  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Their  home  is  at  No.  11 
Hoffman  avenue. 

Duncan  R.  MAckENziE  has  acquired  a 
name  for  solid  worth  among  financial  authori- 
ties in  Oil  Citv,  where  he  is  well  known  as 
treasurer  of  the  National  Transit  Company 
and  the  National  Transit  Pump  &  Machine 
Company  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Maryland  Pipe  Line  Co.,  responsibilities  suffi- 
cient in  themselves  to  suggest  his  substantial 
position.  He  was  bom  Sept.  30,  i860,  at  Stor- 
naway, Ross-shire,  Scotland,  where  he  was 
brought  up,  and  was  just  past  his  majority 
when  he  arrived  in  America,  in  March,  1882. 
He  made  the  voyage  in  the  *'Anchoria,"  of  the 
Anchor  Line,  from  Glasgow  to  New  York, 
where  he  spent  a  few  weeks  visiting  relatives 
before  proceeding  to  Pittsburgh,  joining  his 
brother  Roderick,  who  had  been  in  the  United 
States  several  years.     On  April  28,  1882,  he 


entered  the  employ  of  the  United  Pipe  Lines 
at  Bradford,  Pa.,  as  clerk,  and  remained  in 
that  city  for  the  seven  and  a  half  years  fol- 
lowing, until  the  United  Pipe  Lines  was 
merged  into  the  National  Transit  Company  as 
the  United  Pipe  Lines  Division,  and  he  was 
sent  to  new  duties  at  Oil  City,  Pa-,  Sept.  30, 
1889^  He  has  advanced  steadily  throughout 
his  association  with  the  company,  being  now 
a  director  and  one  of  its  trusted  officials.  He 
was  assistant  treasurer  of  the  National  Tran- 
sit Company  and  of  the  National  Transit 
Pump  &  Machine  Company  until  Oct.  i,  191 8, 
becoming  treasurer  on  that  date.  From  the 
time  of  his  removal  to  Oil  City  he  has 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  general  iM*og- 
ress  of  the  community,  and  he  has  been 
particularly  useful  in  promoting  public  edu- 
cational facilities,  having  served  seven  or 
eight  years  as  a  school  director  and  had 
the  honor  of  being  chosen  president  of  the 
board  for  several  years.  His  political  alle- 
giance has  been  given  to  the  Prohibition  Party, 
whose  platform  best  expresses  his  views.  He 
is  a  leading  member  and  worker  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  elected  an  elder  in  No- 
vember, 1890,  and  ordained  in  January,  1891, 
since  when  he  has  served  without  interrup- 
tion. For  a  number  of  years  he  has  taught  the 
Mackenzie  Bible  class,  so  named  in  his  honor. 
Mr.  Mackenzie  married  Eleanor  Woolsey 
Mackenzie,  who  was  bom  at  Bergen  Point, 
N.  J.,  daughter  of  Duncan  R.  and  Julia  (Ibbot- 
son)  Mackenzie,  and  their  five  children  are: 
(i)  Julia  Jean  was  graduated  from  the  Oil 
City  high  school  and  from  Allegheny  College, 
Meadville,  Pa.,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the 
Oil  City  high  school.  (2)  Annie  Laurie,  a 
graduate  of  the  Oil  City  high  school,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Lyle  L.  McElheny,  of  Mercer,  Pa. 
(3)  Archibald  Edward  graduated  from  the 
Oil  City  high  school  and  took  the  medical 
course  in  Toronto  University,  leaving  early 
in  the  war  to  enlist  with  the  Second  Canadian 
Contingent,  with  which  he  saw  a  number  of 
months  of  exciting  service  as  a  gunner  in  the 
field  artillery  located  on  the  firing  line  in  north- 
em  France.  Then,  together  with  a  number  of 
fellow  medical  students,  he  was  withdrawn 
from  the  field  artillery  and  sent  back  to  To- 
ronto to  finish  his  studies  at  the  University. 
After  leaving  the  University  he  received  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  and  was  soon  sent  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  has  served  as  medical  officer 
with  a  number  of  military  units,  latteriy  being 
appointed  chief  medical  officer  of  the  Third 
Canadian  Reserve  Battalion,  with  the  rank 
of  captain.  He  is  located  "somewhere  in  Eng- 
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land."  He  married  Mary  McWilKam,  and  their 
home  is  in  Toronto,  Canada.  (4)  Helen  Pithie 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Oil  City  high  school  and 
.\llegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  a 
teacher  in  the  Junior  high  school  of  the  city. 
(5)  Duncan  Roderick  died  in  infancy.  The 
family  home  is  at  No.  102  Bissell  avenue. 

RIDDLE.  The  name  Riddle  has  exemplified 
substantial  worth  and  high  standards  in  Ven- 
ango county  for  many  years,  and  in  view  of  the 
records  of  its  present-day  representatives  it  is 
safe  to  conclude  that  the  reputation  is  well  de- 
served. Of  the  branch  of  the  family  here 
under  consideration,  John  A.  Riddle  is  one  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  Irwin  township,  a 
leader  in  agricultural  interest^  and  public  af- 
fairs, and  his  sons  give  promise  of  being  equally 
successful  and  useful  to  their  generation. 

Matthew  Riddle,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  this  section,  was  a  native  of  Roxburghshire, 
Scotland,  and  a  veteran  wof  the  Revolutionary 
war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  Gen- 
eral Washington's  staff.  He  came  to  Venango 
county  as  chain  bearer  for  Thomas  McKee,  was 
first  in  Qinton  township  in  1795,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  removed  his  family  from  West- 
moreland county.  He  acquired  ownership  of 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  three  tracts, 
part  of  it  l)ring  in  Scrubgrass  township.  At 
his  death  it  was  divided  among  his  four  chil- 
dren. With  Robert  Calvert  he  established  what 
has  since  been  known  as  the  Calvert-Riddle 
cemetery,  each  giving  half  of  the  land  set  aside 
for  that  purpose,  in  1796.  That  year  a  rela- 
tive of  Mr.  Riddle  died  while  on  a  visit  to 
him,  so  the  burial  place  was  provided,  and 
many  of  the  family  are  interred  there.  Mat- 
thew Riddle  died  Nov.  26,  1820,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years,  and  is  buried  in  the  Calvert-Riddle 
cemetery.  His  wife,  Katie  (Phipps),  died  in 
1817.  Their  two  daughters  lived  to  advanced 
age.  Elizabeth  dying  unmarried  Nov.  26,  18 — , 
aged  sixty-five  years.  Annie,  Mrs.  James  Pol- 
lock,  lived  on  part  of  her  father's  land; 
Robert,  who  was  with  Commodore  Perry  in 
the  engagement  on  Lake  Erie,  died  Sept.  18, 
1856,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  six  months;  John 
was  the  grandfather  of  John  A.  Riddle. 

John  Riddle,  born  in  Westmoreland  comity, 
came  into  possession  of  half  of  the  four  hun- 
dred acres  comprised  in  the  home  farm,  his 
part  being  the  east  end  (the  old  home  going  to 
Robert  Riddle,  where  the  brick  house  stands 
at  present).  He  died  when  his  eldest  child, 
Matthew,  was  but  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old. 
He  married  Esther  Crawford,  and  their  chil- 
ren  were:  Matthew,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
the  sketch  of  his  son,  John  K.  Riddle ;  Robert, 


who  died  in  his  prime,  unmarried ;  John  Wash- 
ington, who  became  the  owner  of  his  father's 
farm,  his  son  William  M.  Riddle  now  owning 
it  (his  son  Charles  Milton  Riddle  is  mentioned 
elsewhere)  ;  William  C,  father  of  John  A. 
Riddle;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Samuel  Moore,  who 
lived  in  Scrul^ass  township,  this  county, 
reaching  an  advanced  age;  and  Mary,  Mrs. 
George  Cross,  who  lived  below  Harrisville, 
Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  when  a  young 
woman. 

William  C.  Riddle,  father  of  John  A.  Riddle, 
was  bom  in  1822  in  Clinton  township,  Venango 
county.  When  a  young  man  he  located  in  Ir- 
win township,  this  county,  purchasing  100  acres 
of  land,  all  of  which  tract  was  then  in  the 
woods.  He  succeeded  in  clearing  it,  and  spent 
the  rest  of  his  life  upon  the  farm  he  made,  cul- 
tivating it  and  putting  up  all  the  buildings 
there.  The  farm  is  now  owned  by  Charles 
Kams.  Mr.  Riddle  also  took  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs  in  his  township,  serving  as  school 
director  and  constable.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  State  militia,  and  durii^  the  Civil  war 
served  for  a  few  months  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Amity  Presbyterian 
Church  and  one  of  the  zealous  workers  in  that 
congregation.  Mr.  Riddle  died  upon  his  farm 
Dec.  3,  1887,  aged  sixty-five  years,  one  month, 
twenty-nine  days,  and  is  buried  at  Amity 
Church.  He  was  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary 
(Davidson),  who  was  bom  in  1820,  daughter 
of  Archibald  Davidson,  whose  wife's  maiden 
name  was  McDowell.  Mrs.  Riddle  died  July 
I,  1892,  aged  seventy-one  years,  ten  months, 
fourteen  days,  and  is  also  buried,  at  Amity 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riddle  had  children: 
George,  who  is  now  deceased;  Allister  D.; 
John  A.;  Joseph  C,  recently  deceased  (see 
below)  ;  Damy,  widow  of  Peter  Moyer,  resid- 
ing in  FrankHn,  Pa.;  Melvina,  deceased;  E. 
Leybum,  who  resides  at  Rocky  Grove;  and 
Grant,  deceased. 

John  A.  Riddle  was  bom  May  2,  1852,  in 
Irwin  township,  and  had  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  the  local  public  schools  afforded. 
Reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  he  was  trained 
from  early  boyhood  in  the  work  of  cultivating 
the  soil  and  improving  farm  property,  and  by 
the  time  he  reached  his  majority  was  ready  to 
begin  on  his  own  account.  His  first  purchase 
was  the  Joseph  Henderson  farm,  where  his 
operations  prospered  so  encouragingly  that  he 
was  able  to  buy  the  R.  C.  Eakin  farm  adjoin- 
ing, bringing  the  area  of  his  property  up  to 
150  acres,  all  good  farming  land.  He  has  been 
bettering  conditions  steadily,  and  besides  doing 
geneml  farming  has  becpme  interested  in  stock 
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raising,  making  a  specialty  of  feeding  cattle 
for  the  market.  Mr.  Riddle  has  been  "diligent 
in  business,"  and  he  has  been  no  less  mindful 
of  the  improvement  of  matters  concerning  the 
general  good,  showing  breadth  of  mind  and  an 
unselfish  spirit  in  his  connection  with  such  ac- 
tivities. He  has  held  the  township  offices  of 
school  director  and  auditor,  and  for  the  last 
ten  years  has  been  health  officer  of  Irwin  and 
Clinton  townships.  Politically  he  believes  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party.  As  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  he  has 
also  taken  a  helpful  part  in  the  religious  life  of 
the  locality,  acting  as  collector  for  the  last 
thirty  years. 

Mr.  Riddle  married  Mary  M.  Sterrett, 
daughter  of  the  late  Robert  M.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Karnes)  Sterrett^  and  nine  children  have  been 
bom  to  them :  Berdell,  who  is  deceased ;  Alton, 
deceased;  Herbert  S.,  living  at  Nicklin,  Pa.; 
Frank  L.,  of  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Harry  C,  a  farmer 
of  Irwin  township;  Lloyd  E.,  a  partner  of  his 
brother  Frank,  in  Franklin;  Effie,  wife  of 
Norman  Mayes ;  Ralph,  deceased ;  and  Charles 
A.,  who  lives  at  home. 

Herbert  S.  Riddle,  eldest  surviving  son  of 
John  A.  Riddle,  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in 
Irwin  township  Aug.  21,  1877,  and  remained 
there  until  he  came  of  age.  He  had  conscien- 
tious home  training  and  excellent  schooling, 
begun  in  the  country  schools  near  home  and 
continued  at  the  Barkeyville  Academy  under 
Professors  Eakin.  Myers  and  Manchester.  He 
taught  one  term  of  school  in  Irwin  township. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  turned  to 
merchandising,  in  which  line  he  was  engaged 
for  ten  years  at  Franklin.  He  was  the  first  to 
occupy  the  brick  building  at  the  end  of  the 
French  creek  bridge.  In  the  fall  of  1909  Mr. 
Riddle  became  one  of  a  company  which  se- 
cured an  oil  lease  on  a  tract  of  about  eighty 
acres  in  French  Creek  township,  some  three 
miles  west  of  Franklin,  the  operations  being 
delegated  to  others  until  about  seven  years  ago, 
when  Mr.  Riddle  came  to  work  at  the  holding 
as  pumper.  At  that  time  there  were  fifteen 
producing  wells  there.  Soon  afterward  he 
bought  out  his  partners,  and  besides  acquiring 
sole  ownership  of  the  original  tract  added  one 
of  thirty-three  acres,  the  McCarty  farm.  At 
present  he  has  fifteen  wells  in  operation,  with 
the  average  production  of  the  valuable  heavy 
oil  for  which  this  region  has  become  famous. 
The  wells  are  conveniently  situated  only  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  New  Foco  Refinery  on 
French  creek.  For  the  last  seven  years  Mr. 
Riddle  has  given  most  of  his  time  to  the  pro- 
duction of  oil,  but  he  also  does  some  gardening 


and  poultry  raising,  in  which  he  has  been  very 
successful,  his  early  experience  in  this  line 
having  been  of  the  most  practical  order. 

Aside  from  his  business  Mr.  Riddle  has  been 
particularly  active  in  Sunday  school  work. 
He  is  a  steward  of  the  Nicklin  M.  E.  Church 
and  for  the  last  five  years  has  filled  the  position 
of  superintendent  in  the  Sunday  school;  is 
president  of  the  Seventh  District  Venango 
County  Sunday  School  Association,  with  ten 
active  Sunday  schools  under  his  supervision 
and  two  district  conventions,  and  is  on  the 
executive  board  of  the  Sunday  School  Council 
of  the  county.  His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Prohibition  party,  and  he  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  election  board  in  French 
Creek  township  ever  since  he  settled  there. 
He  joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  when  he  reached  his 
majority. 

On  May  24,  1899,  Mr.  Riddle  married 
Estella  Wilson,  of  Centertown,  Mercer  Co., 
Pa.,  but  a  few  miles,  from  his  old  home.  She 
was  educated  in  the  country  schools.  Her 
parents,  John  B.  and  Mary  Jane  (McConnell) 
Wilson,  lived  on  the  old  McConnell  farm, 
where  he  died  May  24,  1916,  Mrs.  Wilson  still 
remaining  there.  Three  children  have  been 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riddle:  Robert  Boyd, 
born  in  December,  1900,  who  was  educated  in 
the  local  schools  and  now  assists  his  father  on 
the  farm;  Ralph  Wilson,  bom  March  3,  1916; 
and  Mary  Louise,  bom  March  3,  1918,  the 
first  granddaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A. 
Riddle. 

Frank  Loyten  Riddle,  another  son  of 
John  A.  Riddle,  went  to  Franklin  when  a  boy 
and  has  had  a  prosperous  career  there.  Bom 
in  Irwin  township  Aug.  i,  1880,  he  attended 
the  township  schools  and  assisted  his  father 
upon  the  farm  until  ready  to  take  up  work  of 
his  own  choice.  When  fifteen  years  old  he 
came  to  Franklin,  and  after  three  years'  em- 
ployment at  the  confectioner's  business  en- 
gaged in  that  line  on  his  own  account,  also 
starting  a  restaurant.  In  191 1  he  opened  the 
Orpheum  hotel  and  restaurant  at  No.  1273 
Liberty  street,  to  which  practically  all  of  his 
time  is  now  given,  owning  it  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  and  cousin,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Riddle  Brothers.  The  company  was 
Riddle  Brothers  &  Elliott  for  a  time.  It  is  the 
leading  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  city, 
commanding  a  large  and  constantly  growing 
patronage,  a  substantial  recognition  of  the  ex- 
cellent food  and  service  to  be  found  there  with- 
out fail.  The  hotel  has  twelve  rooms.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  personal  popularity  of  the 
various  members  of  the  firm  has  contributed 
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largely  to  their  success,  but  on  the  other  hand 
it  is  only  just  to  say  that  it  has  been  gained 
through  their  painstaking  efforts  and  sincere 
desire  to  give  their  patrons  the  best  possible 
service. 

Mr.  Riddle  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  sports,  particularly  in  baseball,  in 
which  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading  spirits 
locally.  He  is  now  serving  as  a  director  of  the 
well  known  Franklin  Base  Ball  Team.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  well  known  as  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  W.  O.  W.  He  is  married  to 
Grace  Curran,  daughter  of  William  J.  Curran, 
of  Oil  City,  this  county. 

Harry  C.  Riddle,  another  son  of  John  A. 
Riddle,  is  a  well  known  farmer  of  Irwin 
township  and  also  associated  in  the  timber 
business  with  B.  F.  McMurdy,  of  Barkeyville, 
in  a  large  tract  near  Qintonville.  He  was 
married  July  i8,  191 3,  to  Marie  George,  of 
Mercer  county,  Pa.,  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
and  they  have  one  son,  James  Carl. 

Lloyd  Elton  Riddle,  member  of  the  firm 
of  Riddle  Brothers,  Franklin,  was  bom  upon 
his  father's  farm  in  Irwin  township  July  26, 
1885.  He  there  attended  the  district  schools 
up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  came 
to  Franklin  and  found  employment  at  restau- 
rant work.  Some  time  later  he  and  his  cousin 
Harry  Earl  Riddle  opened  a  restaurant  on 
Liberty  street,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre.  After  conducting  it  for  a 
time  they  purchased  a  restaurant  from  Mr. 
Elliott,  on  Thirteenth  street,  which  they  also 
continued,  eventually  opening  the  fine  estab- 
lishment in  which  they  are  now  interested  with 
Frank  L.  Riddle,  at  No.  1273  Liberty  street, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Riddle  Brothers. 
Their  management  and  upbuilding  of  this 
restaurant  and  hotel  have  been  highly  credit- 
able, and  either  personally  or  in  their  business 
relations  they  are  considered  worthy  to  be 
ranked  with  the  substantial  young  men  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Riddle  married  Alice  Clark,  daughter 
of  Winfield  Clark,  and  she  died  in  1908,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Elton  Clark,  who  now  attends 
public  school  at  Franklin.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Riddle  married  Bessie  Kunkle, 
daughter  of  Theodore  Kunkle,  of  Rocky 
Grove.  They  have  no  children.  Mr.  Riddle 
is  an  Odd  Fellow  in  fraternal  affiliation,  and  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  connection. 

Charles  A.  Riddle,  youngest  son  of  J.  A. 
Riddle,  is  now  a  partner  with  his  father  on 
the  home  farm,  in  the  cattle  business  and  gen- 
eral farming.  On  Sept.  4,  1918,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Edna  M.  Cokaine,  of  Barkeyville. 


Joseph  C.  Riddle,  another  of  the  sons  of 
William  C.  Riddle,  above,  was  born  in  Irwin 
township,  Venange  county.  He  followed 
shoemaking  practically  all  his  life,  having 
learned  the  trade  in  his  youth,  and  he  became 
so  well  known  for  skilled  workmanship  that 
for  many  years  he  was  occupied  with  custom 
work  almost  altogether.  Not  long  since  he 
made  a  sojourn  in  Colorado  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health.  He  died  in  November,  1918, 
at  Franklin,  Pa.,  and  is  buried  in  Franklin 
cemetery.  He  married  Margaret  Steen,  and 
Ethel  is  the  eldest  of  their  six  children;  Lena 
married  Allen  Jollyette ;  Myrtle  is  the  wife  of 
George  Berg;  Sarah  married  James  McKee; 
Mary  and  H.  Earl  complete  the  family. 

H.  Earl  Riddle  was  bom  Feb.  11,  1885, 
in  Irwin  township,  this  county,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Franklin,  attending  public  school.  He 
was  little  more  than  a  youth  when  he  and  his 
cousin  Lloyd  E.  Riddle  opened  a  restaurant 
on  Liberty  street,  Franklin,  where  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre  is  now  located,  and  all  his 
business  career  has  been  devoted  to  the  same 
line.  The  operations  of  the  firm  of  Riddle 
Brothers,  under  which  style  Mr.  Riddle  is  now 
associated  with  his  two  cousins,  are  given  in 
detail  above.  He  has  done  his  full  share  in 
the  promotion  and  expansion  of  their  trade, 
having  business  and  personal  qualifications 
which  make  his  services  very  valuable  to  the 
general  well-being  of  its  aflfairs.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  L  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Riddle  married  Ruth  Bair,  daughter  of 
William  Bair,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Mary  Jane. 

CYRUS  RIGGS  COULTER  (deceased) 
was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Qinton  township, 
where  his  industrial  worth  and  high  standards 
of  citizenship  bore  out  the  traditions  of  a  naitie 
long  associated  with  the  best  influences  for 
progress  in  this  section.  He  was  of  the  second 
generation  of  his  family  in  possession  of  the 
old  Coulter  farm,  lying  four  miles  northeast 
of  Clintonville  and  the  same  distance  southeast 
of  Kennerdell,  on  the  line  of  Scrubgrass  town- 
ship, in  which  latter  township  it  was  included 
at  the  time  that  his  grandfather,  Patrick  Coul- 
ter, settled  here,  in  1804  or  1805. 

Patrick  Coulter  was  a  native  of  County 
Derry,  Ireland,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  his  removal  to  Venango  county  resided 
in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  whence  he  came  to 
this  section.  He  was  married  three  times,  his 
first  wife  being  Nancy  Finley,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children,  two  sons,  John  and  William, 
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and  five  daughters,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Nancy  and  Sybella. 

Dr.  John  Coulter,  son  of  Patrick  and  Nancy 
(Finley)  Coulter,  was  bom  June  15,  1797,  in 
Huntingdon  county,  and  studied  medicine  with 
Epaphroditus  Cossitt,  of  Mercer,  Pa.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  practicing  physicians  in  Ven- 
ango county,  he  and  Dr.  John  D.  Wood  being 
the  earliest  physicians  in  the  Scrubgrass 
region.  Dr.  Coulter  was  one  of  the  leading 
pioneer  farmers  in  what  is  now  Clinton  town- 
ship, living  on  his  farm  there  until  his  death. 
His  professional  duties  took  him  all  over  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  county  and  into  the 
adjoining  portions  of  Butler  and  Mercer 
counties.  It  is  said  that  he  "never  kept  any 
accounts,  and  consequently  the  full  remunera- 
tion for  his  services  depended  very  much  upon 
the  memory  and  honesty  of  the  patient." 
Dr.  Coulter  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Achsah  Riggs,  by  whom  he  nad  a  family 
of  six  daughters,  viz.:  Caroline  Cossitt  be- 
came the  wife  of  Joseph  Alexander  Allen 
(grandfather  of  C.  C.  Allen,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work),  and  died  near  Wesley, 
Venango  county;  Eliza,  Mrs.  William  Moyn, 
died  in  Texas;  Josephine  married  Dr.  Ira 
Feather,  an  army  surgeon,  who  was  located 
at  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  after  the  Civil  war,  her 
death  occurring  there;  Ann  married  James 
Davidson  and  died  near  Wesley,  this  county; 
Achsah  married  James  B.  Witiierup,  now  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  (they  are  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work)  ;  Amelia  married  William 
Eakin,  and  died  at  the  old  home  but  two  months 
later.  For  his  second  wife  Dr.  Coulter  married, 
Dec.  5,  1842,  Elizabeth  Baird,  who  was  bom 
in  Clinton  township  March  24,  1809,  and  who 
survived  him  over  half  a  century,  passing  away 
Sept.  8,  1901.  His  death  occurred  June  13, 
1849.  There  were  three  children  born  to  this 
union,  one  son  and  two  daughters:  Mary 
Adeline,  widow  of  Thomas  J.  Eakin,  now  liv- 
ing in  Denver,  Colo. ;  Martha,  who  has  never 
married,  and  has  always  resided  at  the  old 
home  place ;  and  Cyrus  Riggs,  with  whom  the 
mother  resided  until  her  death. 

Cyrus  Riggs  Couher  was  bom  Aug.  26,  1843, 
on  the  farm  where  he  spent  practically  all  his 
life,  was  reared  there,  and  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools.  On  Sept.  9,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  i6th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  attached  to  the  2d  Brigade,  2d  Divi- 
sion, C.  C.  Army  Corps,  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  in  June,  1865,  at  Lynch- 
burg, Va.  In  February,  1863,  he  was  detailed 
as  provost  guard   at   the   2d   Cavalry   head- 


quarters, being  so  engaged  for  a  period  of 
seven  months,  and  in  the  winter  of  1864-65  he 
was  detailed  as  orderly  to  carry  dispatches  for 
the  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  C.  Cavalry,  and 
also  as  provost  guard,  performing  these  duties 
until  his  discharge.  He  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Culpeper 
Court  House,  Sulphur  Springs,  Bristoe  Sta- 
tion, Mine  Run,  Stony  Creek,  Hatcher's  Run, 
Dinwiddie  Court  House,  Five  Forks,  Amelia 
Sprites,  Saylor's  Creek,  Farmville  and  Ap- 
pomatox,  witnessing  Lee's  surrender  at  the 
latter  place.  Mr.  Coulter  always  enjoyed 
meeting  his  old  comrades  in  arms,  and  at- 
tended regimental  reunions  as  often  as  pos- 
sible, besides  keeping  up  his  membership  in 
the  G.  A.  R.  He  first  joined  Alexander  Wel- 
ton  Post,  and  when  it  dissolved  took  his 
membership  to  Mays  Post,  in  Franklin. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Coulter 
was  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  old 
homestead,  which  comprises  150  acres,  and  he 
improved  it  steadily.  He  built  the  substantial 
residence  which  stands  thereon  now,  on  the 
site  of  the  old  house  which  was  there  when  Dr. 
Coulter  came  into  possession  of  the  property, 
and  engaged  very  successfully  in  general 
farming,  the  land  being  well  suited  for  ordi- 
nary farm  purposes.  'Die  place  has  been  kept 
in  attractive  neatness,  and  since  Mr.  Coulter's 
death  has  been  operated  by  his  only  son,  John 
L.  Couher.  Mr.  Coulter  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican and  always  ready  to  support  his  political 
principles,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  local 
affairs,  usually  holding  some  township  office, 
which  he  filled  with  the  conscientiousness  that 
he  gave  to  all  of  his  undertakings.  He  was 
thoroughly  trustworthy,  and  his  intelligent,  un- 
selfish service  was  properly  appreciated  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  who  held  him  in  unqualified 
esteem.  He  attended  the  Presb)rterian  Church 
and  was  in  S3rmpathy  with  all  enterprises 
which  had  for  their  object  the  conservation  of 
the  general  good,  being  very  capable  of  uphold- 
ing his  views  when  necessary.  His  death  .oc- 
curred Nov.  20,  1916,  after  two  years  of  fail- 
ing health,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  Calvert- 
Riddle  cemetery. 

On  Jan.  28,  1890,  Mr.  Coulter  married 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Creasy,  of  Columbia 
county.  Pa.,  who  survives  him  with  their  only 
child,  John  Lewis,  born  June  3,  1892. 

REV.  MARTIN  AIGNER,  D.  D.,  was  or- 
dained  a  deacon  on  June  11,  1884.  >"  St.  James' 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  he  became  at  once  the  assistant  minister  of 
St.  Luke's  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa.    He  was 
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advanced  to  the  priesthood  on  May  i6,  1886. 
In  1890  he  became  rector  of  Trinity  Church, 
Mount  Holly,  N.  J.  While  rector  of  this  New 
Jersey  parish  he  was  secretary  of  the  Convo- 
cation of  Buriington,  and  he  organized  the 
Church  of  St.  Martin*s-in-the-Fields  in  the 
rural  community  at  Lumberton,  N.  J.,  and  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  on  the  seashore  at 
Ocean  City,  N.  J.  In  1900  he  became  rector 
of  St.  John's  Church,  Franklin,  Pa.,  and  has 
now  been  rector  of  this  parish  over  seventeen 
years.  During  this  period  he  has  acted  as  an 
examining  chaplain,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Cajnons,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Diocesan  Missionary  Board.  Since  1907  he 
has  been  a  deputy  to  the  General  Convention. 
In  1908  he  was  a  delegate  from  the  Diocese  of 
Pittsburgh  to  the  Pan-Anglican  Congress  in 
London.  In  1903  he  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  in  course  from  his  theo- 
logical alma  mater,  the  Divinity  School  in  Phil- 
adelphia. In  191 5  he  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity,  causa  honoris,  from  St. 
John's  Collie,  at  its  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  commencement.  Since  the  organization 
of  the  Diocese  of  Erie  Dr.  Aigner  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Standing  committee,  and  he  is 
now  its  president. 

W.  P.  WOLFORD  may  well  be  classed  with 
the  leading  citizens  of  Scrubgrass  township, 
where  his  success  as  an  agriculturist  has  had 
an  appreciable  effect  upon  the  progress  of 
farming  operations  throughout  his  locality. 
He  is  no  less  esteemed  as  a  desirable  social 
factor  in  the  community,  both  on  account  of 
•  his  upright  personal  life  and  his  hearty  coop- 
eration in  all  movements  tending  to  advance 
the  general  welfare  in  any  well  chosen  direc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wolford  was  bom  Dec.  29,  1865,  ^^ 
Butler  county.  Pa.,  son  of  Peter  and  Mar- 
garet (Crawford)  Wolford,  of  that  county, 
who  moved  to  Scrul^^ss  township,  Venango 
county,  in  the  spring  of  1868,  renting  the 
James  Anderson  farm.  This  noted  property, 
one  of  several  fine  tracts  belonging  to  the  An- 
derson family,  Peter  Wolford  operated  for 
twenty  years,  on  his  retirement  therefrom  lo- 
cating upon  a  small  farm  of  his  own  in  the 
same  neighborhood  where  the  rest  of  his 
days  were  passed.  He  died  in  July,  1910,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years,  his  wife 
surviving  until  April,  1918,  and  reaching  the 
age  of  eighty-eight.  They  were  the  parents 
of*  five  children,  namely:  Mary  L.,  now  the 
wife  of  G.  F.  Stubble,  of  Clarion  county.  Pa. ; 
Eva,  who  died  unmarried,  in  middle  age ;  Hi- 


ram C,  of  Greenville,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  a 
building  contractor;  Alfred  P.,  a  mechanic; 
and  W.  P. 

W.  P.  Wolford  was  reared  in  Venango 
county  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  afterward  preparing  for  teach- 
ing in  the  high  school  at  Clintonville.  He  fol- 
lowed the  profession  for  some  years,  but 
farming  has  been  his  principal  calling  in  life, 
and  wisely  chosen  to  judge  by  his  success.  In 
1898  he  purchased  the  tract  in  Scrubgrass 
township  where  he  has  since  lived,  the  James 
Donnelly  farm  of  sixty-six  acres  six  miles 
northwest  of  Emlenton  borough,  and  has  since 
made  other  valuable  purchases  in  the  locality, 
his  holdings  now  amounting  to  158  acres  of  the 
best  land  there.  Mr.  Wolford  has  given  his 
attention  to  general  farming,  with  such  good 
results  that  he  is  considered  one  of  the  fore- 
most farmers  in  southen^  Venango  county. 
He  is  an  intelligent,  systematic  worker,  get- 
ting maximum  returns  for  the  time  and  labor 
which  he  expends  in  his"  various  operations, 
and  his  property  is  keprt  in  the  splendid  order 
which  experience  has  proved  to  be  most 
economical  in  the  long  run. 

When  twenty-three  years  old  Mr.  Wolford 
married  Gertrude  Lockard,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vester Murphy  and  Mary  Jane  (Eakin)  Lock- 
ard. her  father  dying  when  she  was  but  a 
child.  Mrs.  Lockard  has  found  a  pleasant 
home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolford.  They 
have  one  child,  J.  R.  Nixon  Wolford,  a  stu- 
dent at  this  writing.  Mr.  Wolford  has  long 
been  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Prohibition  party,  and  holds  advanced 
views  on  many  other  matters  of  general  in- 
terest. He  and  his  wife  are  associated  with 
the  Rankin  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  their  home. 

The  following  account  of  Samuel  Eakin, 
great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wolford,  is  taken 
principally  from  a  sketch  of  him  written  by 
his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  (Eakin) 
Lockard,  in  November,  1909. 

The  Eakin  family  came  from  Scotland  to 
the  North  of  Ireland  about  1733.  There  were 
three  brothers  of  them,  Samuel,  James  and 
William,  and  the  Samuel  Eakin  of  whom  this 
sketch  treats  was  a  grandson  of  one  of  them, 
so  his  descendants  are  Scotch  on  the  Eakin 
side  and  Irish  on  the  Riley  side  (his  wife's), 
a  pedigree  to  be  proud  of,  as  the  Scotch-Irish , 
are  a  sturdy  race  of  people. 

Samuel  Eakin  was  bom  in  County  Deny, 
Ireland,  in  1769.  His  parents'  names  are  not 
known.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren that  we  know  oiF,  three  brothers  and  two 
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sisters,  one  brother,  David,  marrying  Mary 
McKay  and  remaining  in  Ireland,  although 
three  of  his  sons  emigrated  to  America  and 
made  their  home  for  a  time  with  their  uncle 
Samuel,  who  always  had  his  door  open  to  re- 
ceive any  and  all  who  needed  a  lift.  One 
sister  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hunter, 
and  she  also  remained  in  Ireland;  William 
Hunter,  one  of  her  sons,  came  to  America 
about  1850,  bringin^^  with  him  his  two  sons, 
one  of  whom  remamed  in  Philadelphia,  and 
the  other,  William,  bought  a  farm  near  Farm- 
ington,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  where  the  family  still 
reside.  William  Eakin  came  to  America 
about  the  same  time  as  his  brother  Samuel, 
and  also  settled  in  this  region,  dying  in  1807; 
he  owned  the  farm  now  owned  by  John  G. 
Eakin,  one  of  his  grandsons ;  William  married 
Phebe  Perry,  and  they  had  three  children, 
Polly  (married  John  Calvert),  David  (mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Crawford)  and  Samuel  (mar- 
ried Susan  Gordon).  Samuel  Eakin's  young- 
est sister,  Margaret,  also  came  to  America, 
married  Adam  Curry,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Farmington,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.  She  died 
about  1854.  One  of  her  daughters  married 
Joseph  Wilson. 

In  1794  Samuel  Eakin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Riley  (her  parents'  names 
not  known),  and  the  fruit  of  this  union  was 
eight  children.  While  living  in  Ireland  Sam- 
uel Eakin  owned  a  small  farm  and  also  a  linen 
factory,  where  "Irish  linen"  was  made.  He 
employed  twenty  girls  to  do  the  spinning  for 
him.  He  crossed  Londonderry  Bridge  every 
morning  when  he  went  to  his  factory  to  work. 
He  loved  his  native  country,  but  hated  (that 
IS  the  word  he  used)  tyrants  and  oppression, 
and  hoped  some  day  that  the  land  of  his 
birth  would,  like  his  adopted  land,  be  freed 
from  the  grasp  of  the  tyrant.  It  was  this  love 
of  freedom  and  liberty  that  caused  him  to 
take  the  voyage  across  the  stormy  Atlantic 
in  1797  with  his  wife  and  little  daughter 
Mary.  It  took  them  fifteen  weeks.  After 
they  had  been  sailing  thirteen  weeks  they  first 
saw  land,  but  a  storm  arose  and  they  had  to 
put  back  toward  midocean  to  keep  the  vessel 
from  being  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks. 
It  took  two  weeks  longer  to  get  the  vessel 
landed.  They  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  the 
spring  of  1798,  but  went  immediately  to 
Juniata  county,  Pa.,  where  they  remained  one 
year.  Mr.  Eakin  invested  his  linen  cloth  and 
yarn  that  he  brought  with  him,  but  lost  it  all, 
as  he  had  dealt  with  a  rascal.  Being  honest  and 
true  himself,  he  took  everyone  else  to  be  the 
same,  and  so  was  imposed  on  many  times,  but 


in  spite  of  losses  he  was  able  to  give  each  of 
his  sons  a  good  farm  and  team  when  they 
married.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
public  welfare,  always  in  the  lead  for  ad- 
vancement, and  had  the  courage  to  dare  to  do 
what  he  thought  was  best  for  the  good  of  the 
public,  in  church  or  state.  In  politics  he  was 
a  stanch  Democrat.  He  filled  a  number  of 
township  offices,  and  although  he  never  held  a 
high  public  position  could  have  done  so  if  he 
had  wanted  to — ^but  he  would  rather  help 
some  other  fellow  get  there. 

When  Samuel  Elakin  moved  from  Juniata 
to  Venango  county  in  the  spring  of  1799,  he 
came  to  the  home  of  John  Phipps,  who  had 
arrived  from  Westmoreland  county  two  years 
previously.  He  purchased  160  acres  from  him 
for  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
in  what  is  now  Clinton  (then  Scrubgrass) 
township,  and  immediately  set  about  to  clear 
up  the  farm  and  make  a  home  for  himself 
and  family.  When  he  came  the  woods 
abounded  in  wild  animals,  such  as  wolves, 
bears,  deer,  wildcats  and  panthers,  also  wild 
turkeys.  It  was  in  the  winter  of  1840  that 
the  last  bears  were  seen  on  the  farm,  two 
coming  into  the  field  and  carrying  two  sheep 
down  into  the  pine  woods,  where  they  ate 
them.  The  bones  and  some  of  the  wool  could 
be  seen  a  good  many  years  afterward. 

Samuel  Eakin  brought  no  furniture  to  this 
countrj'  except  a  chest  made  of  black  walnut, 
which  is  in  good  condition  yet,  and  a  large 
iron  kettle  to  bake  bread  in.  The  latter  is  in 
the  possession  of  one  of  his  granddaughters, 
Mrs.  Mary  Jane  (Eakin)  Lockard,  and  the 
lock  and  key  he  had  for  his  door  in  Ireland  is 
treasured  by  his  grandson,  David  W  Eakin, 
of  New  Castle,  Pa.  In  an  account  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Scrubgrass  township  we  find  Sam- 
uel Eakin  mentioned  as  having  settled  where 
James  Vogus  was  living  in  the  latter  eighties, 
and  early  records  of  surveys  in  what  is  now 
Clinton  township  show  that  he  had  385  acres 
surveyed  to  him  May  11,  1803,  **by  virtue  of 
improvement  and  settlement,"  the  land  being 
described  as  adjoining  Aaron  Austin,  Wasson 
&  McKee.  John  Phipps  and  Patrick  Jack. 

One  thing  that  is  remarkable  about  the  Eak- 
ins  is,  that  wherever  one  of  the  name  is  found 
he  will  always  be  found  associated  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  They  are  all  Presbyte- 
rians, in  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  may 
be,  and  there  are  several  ministers  and  eld- 
ers among  the  grandsons  of  Samuel  Eakin, 
also  a  great  many  school  teachers.  He  was  a 
Presbyterian  in  Ireland,  but  after  coming  to 
this  country  he  and  his  family  went  with  the 
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Seceders  when  the  Presbyterians  commenced 
using  Watts'  Psalms  and  Hymns.  He  super- 
intended the  burning  of  the  brick  for  the  first 
church  that  was  built  where  the  present  brick 
church  of  the  old  East  Unity  United  Presby- 
terian congregation  now  stands,  one  mile  from 
Elakins  Corners,  in  Butler  county,  and  gave 
almost  all  of  his  time  one  summer  to  assist 
in  whatever  way  he  could  until  it  was  com- 
pleted. His  remains  and  those  of  all  his  fam- 
ily except  two,  James  and  Margaret,  lie  under 
the  shadow  of  the  church  to  await  the  resur- 
rection morn.  Samuel  Eakin  while  in  Ire- 
land was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Orange- 
men, and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  but  was  never  identified  with  either 
organization  in  this  country.  He  was  a  true 
husband  and  father.  His  wife,  when  she  lay 
dying,  in  1821,  asked  him  to  promise  her  not 
to  bring  a  stepmother  over  her  children,  for 
she  had  a  stepmother  who  had  abused  her  and 
she  did  not  want  her  children  to  be  treated  as 
she  had  been.  He  promised,  and  was  true, 
living  alone  thirty  years,  until  his  death  in 
September,  1851.  Of  their  eight  children, 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Moore;  Wil- 
liam, who  was  bom  on  the  ocean  in  1797,  lived 
near  Bullion,  this  county;  the  other  six  were 
born  in  Venango  county,  viz. :  James,  who 
spent  his  life  mainly  in  Victory  township,  but 
died  in  Kansas;  Jane,  who  married  James 
Scott  and  died  in  middle  life;  Samuel,  who 
lived  and  died  at  Eakins  Comers,  passing 
away  in  1888  when  eighty-two  years  old,  the 
last  survivor  of  the  family;  Elizabeth,  who 
died  when  twenty-three  years  old;  David,  the 
youngest  son,  who  came  into  possession  of  the 
old  homestead  after  his  father's  death,  and 
died  Oct.  11,  1851,  aged  forty-one  years;  and 
Margaret,  Mrs.  Moore,  who  died  when  com- 
paratively a  young  woman.  All  of  this  fam- 
ily were  residents  of  Venango  county,  and 
all  lived  beyond  middle  age  but  Elizabeth  and 
Margaret.  The  descendants  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Riley)  Eakin  are  now  numerous  and 
scattered  far  and  wide  over  the  country  of 
their  adoption,  and  wherever  found  the  char- 
acteristics of  these  worthy  ancestors  are 
stamped  upon  them.  When  the  above  was 
written  in  1909  three  of  the  great-great-grand- 
daughters were  teaching  in  Scmbgrass  town- 
ship, and  one  in  Clinton  township,  and  there 
are  several  music  teachers  in  the  family.  One 
of  the  granddaughters,  Margaret  Eakin,  has  a 
music  book  which  Mary  (Riley)  Eakin 
brought  across  the  water.  Since  the  country 
entered  into  the  great  war,  a  number  of  loyal 
great-  and  great-great-grandsons  of  the  emi- 


grant ancestors  have  gone  over  tj  France  or 
have  been  preparing  in  training  camps.  Carl 
Lockard,  a  grandson  of  Mrs.  Mary  Jane 
(Eakin)  Lockard,  sailed  during  19 18. 

David  Eakin,  youngest  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Riley)  Eakin,  married  Rebecca  Stalker, 
of  Butler  county,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stalker, 
and  after  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of 
David  Phipps,  of  Clinton  township,  by  whom 
she  had  one  daughter,  Henrietta  (Mrs. 
Thero),  who  went  to  live  in  Colorado.  Mrs. 
Phipps  died  in  Febmary,  1878,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  David  Eakin's  family  consisted 
of  nine  children:  Rachel,  wife  of  S.  D. 
Porter;  Samuel;  Thomas,  who  died  young; 
Thomas  J. ;  Mary  Jane,  now  the  widow  of  S. 
Murphy  Lockard;  Martha  L.,  widow  of 
William  Witherup,  of  Kennerdell;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  John  Fabian;  Sarah  Ann,  Mrs. 
John  Myers;  and  David  V.,  born  in  Clinton 
township  the  day  his  father  died,  who  married 
H.  E.  Cross  in  1876  and  lives  in  Idaho. 

S.  P.  ANDERSON,  representative  and 
manager  of  the  State  Workmen's  Insurance 
Fund  for  the  Seventh  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  office  at  Franklin,  Venango  county,  is  a 
resident  of  Rocky  Grove,  having  removed 
there  from  his  former  home  in  Clinton  town- 
ship in  the  fall  of  191 7. 

Mr.  Anderson  belongs  to  pioneer  stock  of 
Venango  county,  being  a  descendant  of  John 
Anderson,  who  married  Margaret  Cook,  and 
came  from  the  Tuscarora  valley  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  settling  in  Butler  county  in 
1801.  Their  son  James  Anderson,  great- 
grandfather of  S.  P.  Anderson,  was  bom  in 
January.  1761,  and  resided  in  Lack  township, 
Mifflin  (now  Juniata)  Co.,  Pa.,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Slippery  Rock  township,  Butler 
county,  in  1801.  In  1804  he  became  a  pioneer 
settler  in  Scrubgrass  township,  Venango 
county,  on  May  22d  of  that  year  purchasing  a 
farm  of  212  acres  near  Six  Points,  this  county, 
where  he  died  Jan.  19,  1842,  being  buried  at 
Craw  fords  Corners,  in  Scrubgrass  township. 
It  is  recorded  that  in  March,  1814,  he  bought 
from  David  Irvine  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
for  twenty-one  hundred  dollars,  three  hundred 
dollars  to  be  paid  in  cash:  another  part  with 
two  hundred  gallons  of  whiskey  at  seventy-five 
cents  a  gallon ;  and  the  remainder  in  payments 
at  regular  intervals  as  stipulated.  This  land 
included  a  fine  natural  mill  site  on  Little  Scrub- 
grass  creek,  where  the  first  flourmill  in  the 
township  had  been  built  by  a  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  Mr.  Anderson  continued  its  operation  and 
later  rebuilt  it,  adding  also  carding  and  saw 
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mill  equipment.  He  was  a  very  active  business 
man  of  his  day.  The  mill  site  was  later  owned 
by  his  grandson  William  C.  Anderson,  who 
had  his  mill  a  short  distance  below  the  old 
site,  and  erected  a  portable  sawmill  on  the 
creek  a  little  above  the  flourmiU.  The  site  was 
admirably  adapted  for  miUing  without  the  con- 
struction of  a  dam,  the  race  leading  off  above 
a  lec^e  of  rocks  that  rises  abruptly  in  the  creek 
bottom.  James  Anderson  married  Janet 
Bailey,  and  their  children  were:  Sarah, 
Thomas,  Margaret  (Mrs.  Gibson),  James, 
Nancy  (Mrs.  Perry),  Samuel  McCullough, 
John  (who  served  in  the  war  of  1812)  and 
Elizabeth. 

James  Anderson,  son  of  James  and  Janet 
(Bailey)  Anderson,  was  bom  Nov.  29,  1797, 
in  Mifflin  county.  Pa.,  and  settled  in  Scrub- 
grass  township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  success- 
fully. On  May  25,  1820,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Pollock,  daughter  of  Charles  Pollock,  who 
settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  when  he 
came  from  Ireland,  removing  thence  about 
1800  to  Venango  township,  Butler  county, 
where  he  was  killed  about  1806  by  the  fall  of  a 
tree,  at  a  wood  chopping  on  the  farm  of 
Robert  Leason.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children :  Jane,  wife 
of  J.  P.  Riddle;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Mary; 
Sarah,  deceased,  wife  of  Shadrach  Simcox; 
Lucinda,  who  married  D.  C.  McKee;  and 
James,  mentioned  below.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  Nov.  21,  1872,  at  the  close  of  his 
seventy-fifth  year,  in  Scrubg^ass  township,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Calvert-Riddle  cemetery  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Qintonville.  The 
mother  also  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years. 

James  Anderson,  son  of  James  and  Eliza- 
beth (Pollock)  Anderson,  was  bom  June  30, 
1825,  ^n  the  old  homestead  in  Scrubgrass 
township  where  he  settled.  He  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools  and  reared  to  farming, 
which  vocation  he  continued  to  follow  success- 
fully throughout  his  active  years,  acquiring 
some  of  the  finest  farm  property  in  the  town- 
ship. He  was  also  largely  interested  in  breed- 
ing and  dealing  in  stock.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  citizens  of  his  community, 
always  took  a  live  interest  in  school  matters  in 
his  township,  and  was  once  Democratic  candi- 
date for  the  legislature.  Mr.  Anderson  died 
in  his  eighty-first  year.  On  Dec.  8,  1852,  he 
married  Uretta  Phipps,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Phipps,  and  six  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage :  John  S.  P. ;  Edwin,  of  Oil  City, 
Pa.;  Samuel  P.;  James  L.,  who  died  young; 


Shadrach  A.,  now  a  resident  of  Tulsa,  Okla. ; 
and  Charles,  who  died  young. 

Samuel  C.  Anderson,  son  of  James  and 
Uretta  Anderson,  was  bom  in  Scrubgrass 
township  Oct.  14,  i860,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  the  Scrubgrass 
and  Clintonville  academies  (both  of  which  rc- 
quirjsd  him  to  walk  three  miles  morning  and 
evening,  with  the  addition  of  the  usual  farm 
chores  for  exercise),  and  the  Edinboro  State 
Normal  School.  He  was  a  successful  school 
teacher  for  five  years,  and  in  1883  entered  the 
law  office  of  Hancock  and  Qenn,  of  Franklin, 
as  a  law  student.  Being  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1885,  he  practiced  law  in  the  courts  of  Ven- 
ango county  for  two  years,  when  his  health 
began  to  fail  and  he  was  told  by  his  physician 
that  he  had  consumption  and  had  only  about 
one  year  to  live.  He  relates  his  last  conversa- 
tion with  his  physician,  who  was  learned  in 
medicine  and  in  the  use  of  plain  lai^^uage: 
**You  have  less  than  a  year.  You  are  six  feet 
high,  weigh  143  pounds,  have  one  lung  and 
some  will  power,  which  are  not  sufficient  as- 
sets to  carry  you  through.  Get  ready  to  die." 
The  reply  was,  "Doctor,  you  are  crazy.  That 
will  power  is  worth  more  than  your  advice." 
Mr.  Anderson  kept  the  condition  of  his  health 
a  secret,  but  immediately  closed  his  office  and 
went  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  became  an  expert 
real  estate  salesman,  his  duties  as  such  keep- 
ing him  out  of  doors.  After  two  years  he  went 
to  New  York  and  enteted  the  enqrfoy  of  a 
large  firm  of  electrical  engineers,  learned  over- 
head construction  work,  and  was  sent  to 
Europe,  where  he  remained  several  years, 
being  located  in  Scotland,  England,  and  Por- 
tugal, erecting  electric  trolley  lines.  In  1903 
he  returned  to  Venango  county,  weighing  213 
pounds  and  a  picture  of  health.  He  located 
in  Clintonville,  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  receiving  sixty-four  out  of  a  total  of 
sixty-five  votes,  and  became  a  leader  of  men. 
He  soon  acquired  a  county-  and  State-wide 
reputation  as  a  Bible  class  leader.  He  led  in 
the  organization  of  more  than  two  hundred 
adult  Bible  classes,  forty-seven  of  which  were 
located  in  Qinton  and  Irwin  townships, 
known  as  the  Eighth  District,  and  which  were 
the  means  of  more  than  one  thousand  conver- 
sions. Rev.  William  Mitchell,  now  pastor  of 
Plymouth  Church  in  Buffalo,  while  lecturing 
in  Franklin  in  1914  said,  "Sam  Anderson,  by 
his  will  power  and  leadership,  has  brought 
more  men  into  the  church  than  all  the 
preachers  in  the  county."  Mr.  Anderson  is 
now  president  of  the  Venango  County  Sab- 
bath   Sc^iool    Association    and   on    important 
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State  committees.  In  October,  1917,  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Brumlxiugh  as 
manager  of   the  branch  office  of  the   State 

\  WorlanevL's  Insurance  Fund,  located  at  Frank- 
lin, which  position,  he  still  holds. 

I  On  Feb.  28,  19 12,  he  married  Harriet  E. 

Riddle,  daurfiter  of  C.  M.  Riddle,  of  Clinton- 
\'ilfc,  and  tney  now  reside  at  Rocky  Grove. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic  booster  for  a  bigger  and 
better  Franklin,  a  member  of  the  Rocky  Grove 

I  Qub  and  the  Franklin  Board  of  Trade.  Mr. 
Anderson  is  intensely  American,  and  has  spent 
mtich  of  his  time  during  the  past  year  in  the 
various  phases  of  war  work.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful four-minute  speaker  and  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  the  Sunday  schools  and 
churches  into  very  active  participation  in  war 
work.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republi- 
can and  has  a  large  following  and  thousands 
of  friends. 

I  ELIAS  MYERS  (deceased)  sptot  most  of 

I  his  life' on  the  farm  in  Irwin  township  where 
his  widow  still  makes  her  home.  It  was  his 
i  father's  homestead,  and  during  the  half  cen- 
[  tury  of  their  ownership  was  developed  into 
one  of  the  most  desirable  properties  in  the 
township,  at  the  present  time  being  valuable  as 
oil  land  and  also  under  profitable  cultivation. 
Mr.  Myers  was  a  man  of  strong  and  admirable 
character.  He  showed  energy  and  business 
ability  in  the  management  of  his  material  in- 
terests, manifested  an  intelligent  concern  in  the 
questions  of  the  day,  and  did  his  part  in  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  locality,  being  promi- 
nent in  both  the  public  and  social  activities  of 
his  neighborhood.  Personally  he  was  liked  as 
well  as  respected. 

Mr.  M3rers  was  born  in  Butler  county.  Pa., 
and  received  most  of  his  education  there,  being 
a  boy  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he 
moved  to  Irwin  township  with  his  parents, 
George  and  Mary  (Shaner)  Myers.  They 
settled  on  land  formerly  owned  by  Thomas 
Martin  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mr.  Myers  becoming  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous fanners  of  this  section.  All  the  principal 
buildings  now  standing  on  the  tract  were 
erected  by  him,  and  he  continued  the  improve- 
ment of  the  place  throughout  his  life.  He  died 
there  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  they  are  buried  at 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  in  this 
township. 

EHas  Myers  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
Irwin  township,  which  lies  three  miles  west  of 
Clnitonville  and  is  eighteen  miles  south  of 
Franklin,  the  seat  of  Venango  county.    He  was 


thoroughly  accustomed  to  farm  duties,  having 
helped  his  father  from  boyhood,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  settled  on  the  home  place, 
which  later  passed  into  his  possession.  The 
business  of  general  agriculture  went  on  so 
profitably  that  he  was  able  to  buy  more  land 
adjoining,  adding  to  his  original  holdings  until 
he  own^  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  one 
body — the  present  area  of  the  farm.  He  con- 
tinued to  engage  in  general  agriculture  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1904,  when  he 
was  sixty  years  old.  His  religious  connection 
was  with  the  Pleasant  View  M.  E.  Church,  in 
which  he  was  a  prominent  worker,  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  official  board. 

In  1869  Mr.  Myers  married  Julia  Casiday,* 
the  young  daughter  of  a  neighboring  farmer  in 
Irwin  township,  James  Casiday.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca  Kinch,  came 
over  the  mountains  from  Cumberland  county. 
Pa.,  to  this  region  with  her  first  husband,  John 
Smith,  who  died  in  Irwin  township,  after 
which  she  became  the  wife  of  James  Casiday, 
also  from  Cumberland  county.  They  were 
farming  people  at  Mechanicsville  during  their 
active  years,  spending  their  closing  days  at 
Barkeyville,  where  they  died,  both  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  Mrs.  Myers  attended 
school  at  Barkeyville.  She  is  the  mother  of  five 
children,  namely:  Will  graduated  from  the 
high  school  at  Barkeyville  and  later  attended 
Grove  City  College,  meanwhile,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  commencing  teaching  in  Irwin 
township,  which  he  continued  while  pursuing 
his  higher  studies.  He  was  subsequently  prin- 
cipal at  Edinboro,  Pa.,  and  for  the  last  eight 
years  has  been  a  teacher  of  mathematics  at 
Washington.  D.  C. :  he  married  Mary  Pritts, 
daughter  of  Rev.  W.  S.  Pritts,  formerly  of 
Barkeyville.  where  her  maternal  grandfather. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Domer,  was  also  a  minister,  dying 
there.  Mary  married  Thomas  McFadden  and 
lives  on  part  of  the  Myers  farm,  where  Mr. 
McFadden  is  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil : 
he  is  also  a  contractor  in  the  oil  fields.  Susie 
graduated  from  high  school  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Ralph  McKee,  a  dairyman,  of  Clinton- 
ville,  this  county.  Pearl  is  the  wife  of  Rex 
Hoffman,  a  farmer  and  oil  producer  near  Clin- 
tonville.  Verna  received  her  education  at 
Grove  City  College,  graduating  from  that  in- 
stitution, and  taught  school  until  her  marriage 
to  John  Henderson,  of  Franklin,  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business. 

Mrs.  Myers  has  continued  to  reside  on  the 
farm  since  her  husband's  death,  its  manage- 
ment bein^  now  in  the  hands  of  her  son-in-law. 
Mr.  McFadden.  who  looks  after  the  agricul- 
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tural  work  as  well  as  the  production  of  oil,  now 
being  obtained  in  paying  quantities.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Pleasant  View  M.  E.  Church 
and  one  of  the  valued  workers  in  the  congre- 
gation, being  highly  thought  of  in  that  body  as 
well  as  by  her  friends  in  all  the  other  associa- 
tions of  life. 

REV.  WILLIAM  E.  McBRlDE,  pastor  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at  Oil  City, 
has  been  a  sincere  worker  in  the  furtherance  of 
all  good  movements  there,  exemplifying  in  his 
activities  a  broad  conception  of  the  possibilities 
open  to  him  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
he  sees  them.  He  has  had  this  charge  for 
Almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,  during  which 
period  his  responsibilities  have  increased 
greatly,  with  an  indication  of  the  widening  in- 
fluence of  the  church  highly  gratifying  to  con- 
gregation and  pastor. 

Mr.  McBride  was  bom  Nov.  25,  1868,  at 
Grove  City,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Robert  S, 
McBride  and  grandson  of  William  McBride, 
who  settled  a  large  tract  in  that  county  in  the 
early  twenties  of  the  last  century.  The 
McBride  settlement  was  a  prosperous  com- 
munity two  miles  east  of  Grove  City,  and  some 
twenty  families  are  still  residing  there. 
William  McBride's  son  William,  w^ho  was  a 
boy  of  twelve  years  when  the  family  settled 
there,  lived  and  died  on  the  home  far,  passitig 
away  about  1880.  The  property  then  passed 
to  Robert  S.  McBride,  father  of  Rev.  WilHam 
E.  McBride,  who  was  born  there  and  spent  the 
entire  sixty-five  years  of  his  life  on  the  place. 
He  carried  on  farming  and  lumbering. 

William  E.  McBride  passed  his  early  years 
on  the  farm,  and  from  boyhood  was  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  hard  work  demanded  in 
its  conduct  and  the  operation  of  the  sawmill. 
He  had  the  best  educational  facilities  that  the 
locality  offered,  later  attending  Grove  City 
College  and  Westminster  College,  at  New 
Wilmington,  Pa.,  from  which  latter  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1890  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  When  sixteen  years  old,  however,  he 
had  begun  to  teach,  and  he  followed  that  pro- 
fession while  pursuing  his  higher  studies,  sup- 
porting himself  and  paying  for  his  tuition  in 
advanced  lines.  Having  decided  to  enter  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
he  took  the  prescribed  course  at  the  Pittsburgh 
Theological  Seminary,  and  while  a  student 
there  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to 
become  familiar  with  the  practical  work  of  his 
chosen  calling,  taking  charge  of  a  city  mission 
and  conducting  a  large  Sunday  school,  with 
from  four  hundred  to  five  hundred  attendants. 


His  first  regular  charge  was  that  at  Oil  City, 
where  he  was  ordained  in  September,  1894,  and 
where  his  energies  have  since  been  centered. 
The  congregation  has  grown  steadily  during 
his  long  pastorate,  and  the  present  handsome 
church  has  been  erected  in  that  period.  When 
the  necessity  for  a  new  building  became  press- 
ing he  worked  tirelessly  to  help  secure  it,  and 
though  it  was  no  sinecure  to  undertake  the 
erection  of  the  present  modern  structure,  which 
with  its  furnishings  cost  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars,  he  has  witnessed  its  successful  accom- 
plishment and  done  his  full  share  in  bringing 
it  about.  The  former  house  of  worship  occu- 
pied what  is  now  the  site  of  the  parsonage,  the 
new  church  having  a  very  desirable  comer  at 
a  central  location  in  the  city.  The  village  of 
Plumer  was  one  of  the  early  oil  boom  towns 
which  formerly  supported  a  church  of  its  own, 
but  of  late  years  the  organization  has  been 
maintained  as  a  mission,  attended  by  Mr. 
McBride  in  connection  with  his  Oil  City  work. 
As  a  pastor  he  is  wholly  devoted  to  the  needs 
of  his  congregation  or  any  of  the  townspeople 
whom  he  can  serve,  keeping  in  close  touch  with 
their  interests  and  using  his  influence  judi- 
ciously in  behalf  of  all  worthy  objects.  He  is  a 
forceful,  earnest,  logical  speaker,  who  makes 
an  honest  endeavor  to  deliver  his  message  with 
the  direct  personal  appeal  which  brings  spirit- 
ual satisfaction,  and  his  broad-mindedness  en- 
ables him  to  get  the  viewpoints  of  his  hearers 
in  all  their  variety  and  to  give  them  the  sym- 
pathy of  understanding.  He  comprehends  the 
complicated  public  questions  which  arise 
among  a  mixed  population  in  times  like  the 
present,  and  has  great  hopes  for  the  future  of 
America  as  the  ground  where  amalgamation 
will  have  its  best  chance,  with  the  belief  that 
out  of  the  struggle  will  come  a  juster  and 
truer  ideal  of  civilization,  leading  to  universal 
brotherhood.  The  wider  work  of  his  denom- 
ination has  also  received  its  share  of  his  at- 
tention, and  as  a  member  of  the  governing 
board  of  the  Pittsburgh  Theological  Seminary 
he  is  alive  to  all  the  general  movements  affect- 
ing itt  as  well  as  the  progress  of  Christianity 
as  a  whole.  In  Oil  City  he  has  given  his  sup- 
port to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  athletics,  and  other 
interests  especially  intended  to  benefit  the 
young  people,  whose  welfare  is  close  to  his 
heart. 

Mr.  McBride  was  married,  in  Pittsburgh, 
June  5,  1894,  to  Maude  Hemple,  of  that  city, 
a  graduate  of  a  city  high  school  there  and  later 
engaged  in  the  office  of  her  father,  who  was 
manager  of  the  United  States  Glass  Company 
at  Pittsburgh.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  McBride  have 
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one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Marie,  a  ninth-grade 
pupil  in  the  Oil  City  High  School. 

HIRAM  BOUGHNER,  owner  of  a  valu- 
able farm  in  Canal  township,  the  place  settled 
by  his  parents  over  eighty  years  ago,  is  one  of 
the  substantial  residents  of  that  township,  well 
known  as  a  progressive  farmer  and  formerly 
also  extensively  engaged  in  sheep  dealing.  Mr. 
Boughner  was  born  on  his  present  property 
March  24,  1842,  in  an  old  log  house  which 
stood  near  the  residence  he  now  occupies,  and 
which  he  helped  to  build.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
late  William  Boughner,  Esq.,  one  of  the  most 
respected  men  of  his  day  in  this  section. 

William  Boughner  was  bom  in  1802  east 
of  the  mountains,  in  Union  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  following  that  vocation  until  his 
removal  to  Venango  county  in  1834,  to  find 
a  home  and  independence.  In  1831  he  mar- 
ried Jesty  Iddings,  of  Union  county,  and  they 
had  three  children  when  they  settled  in  Ve- 
nango county,  John  T.,  Aaron  and  Isabella. 
John  Boughner,  brother  of  William,  came 
hither  at  the  same  time,  his  son  William  oc- 
cupying his  old  homestead  in  Canal  township 
to  this  day.  William  Boughner  and  his  family 
also  located  in  that  township,  on  a  farm  be- 
longing to  John  Coxson,  which  he  leased  for 
the  next  three  years,  then  purchasing  the  land 
where  his  son  Hiram  now  lives,  a  tract  of  sev- 
enty-five acres  which  he  began  improving  at 
once.  He  was  an  industrious  farmer,  getting 
most  of  his  land  under  cultivation,  and  found 
his  mechanical  experience  very  useful  in  the 
erection  and  repair  of  buildings,  etc.,  keeping 
the  property  in  good  shape.  He  built  the 
present  home  about  1856,  but  his  old  barn 
was  torn  down  and  replaced  with  a  modern 
structure  about  fifteen  years  ago.  William 
Boughner  also  had  a  grocery  and  office,  having 
served  twenty-five  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  which  position  he  was  first  elected 
in  1845;  he  was  a  Democrat  and  very  active 
in  the  aflfairs  of  the  party  in  his  township, 
and  when  the  Know-Nothing  party  came  into 
power  there  vtemporarily  he  was  thrown  out 
of  office  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
being  reelected,  and  serving  until  he  resigned 
in  1873.  ^^'  Boughner  was  a  member  of  the 
Sugar  Creek  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  when  the  old  Sugar  Creek  congregation 
removed  to  Cooperstown  he  visited  Presbytery 
and  secured  the  old  church  at  the  Sugar  Creek 
site,  helping  to  organize  a  new  congregation. 
As  before,  he   was   one  of  its  leading  sup- 


porters, one  of  the  first  elders,  and  foremost 
in  all  the  work  of  the  church. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Boughner  after  their  settlement  in 
Venango  county,  and  we  have  the  following 
record  of  the  family:  John  Thomas  was  ac- 
cidentally killed  at  an  oil  derrick  at  Bolivar, 
N.  Y.,  when  past  sixty  years  of  age ;  his  wife, 
Angeline  (Hasson),  is  also  deceased.  Lewis 
married  Harriet  Hayes  and  died  in  Canal 
township  when  eighty-two  years  old,  his  wife 
still  living  there.  Sarah  married  William 
Bean,  and  both  are  deceased.  Nancy  married 
Wilson  Mead,  and  both  are  deceased.  Jane 
married  John  Yarnall,  who  survives  her. 
Hiram  was  next  in  the  family.  Jesty  was 
the  youngest.  The  mother  died  July  16,  1844, 
at  which  time  seven  of  the  children  were  liv- 
ing, and  in  1853  Mr.  Boughner  married  (sec- 
ond) Mary  Ann  Hill,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
living  but  one  son,  viz. :  Ellen  married  Joseph 
Broder,  of  Painesville,  Ohio;  Melie,  who  is 
unmarried,  keeps  house  for  her  brother 
Hiram;  Margaret  is  Mrs.  Thomas  Beightoil; 
Robert  C.  completes  the  family.  In  their 
old  age  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boughner  made  their 
home  with  their  son  Hiram  on  the  home  place, 
his  death  occurring  March  4,  1882,  and  hers 
in  1002. 

Hiram  Boughner  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood.  His 
practical  training  was  obtained  at  home,  and 
was  comprehensive  and  thorough,  as  the  ex- 
cellent condition  of  his  property  attests,  his 
time  at  present  being  devoted  entirely  to  its 
operation.  He  has  added  to  its  original  area 
by  purchase,  now  having  over  one  hundred 
acres,  all  under  profitable  cultivation.  For 
several  years  he  handled  large  transactions  as 
a  sheep  dealer,  buying  all  over  northwestern 
Pennsylvania  and  even  in  Ohio,  purchasing  as 
many  as  eight  hundred  head  in  two  weeks' 
time,  and  bunching  them  at  his  farm  until  it 
was  convenient  to  ship  them.  He  sent  them 
to  the  New  York  market,  turning  them  over 
to  a  driver.  Meantime  he  also  continued  the 
management  of  his  farm,  where  he  has  al- 
ways made  his  home.  He  has  never  married. 
Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  not 
been  active  in  public  affairs  of  any  kind. 

CHARLES  F.  HAMILTON.  Sr.,  engineer 
and  contractor,  of  Franklin,  has  had  a  definite 
part  in  the  upbuilding  of  that  city  during  the 
last  twenty  years.  As  city  engineer  he  had  the 
planning  of  some  of  the  most  important  pub- 
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lie  improvements  made  here  in  recent  years, 
and  since  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account  has  been  awarded  a  number  of  public 
contracts,  which  he  has  executed  in  a  highly 
creditable  manner.  His  reputation  for  re- 
liability rests  upon  a  foundation  of  good  work 
and  high-class  service,  exenq)lifying  the  most 
approved  standards  of  his  profession  and  busi- 
ness, and  he  has  adhered  to  his  ideals  as 
scrupulously  in  carrying  out  his  public  con- 
tracts as  he  does  in  those  where  his  obliga- 
tions are  of  a  personal  nature.  A  large  share 
of  the  most  exacting  construction  work  done 
in  this  locality  has  fallen  to  his  lot. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  native  of  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.,  bom  in  1874.  He  was  thoroughly  edu- 
cated, after  some  years'  attendance  at  public 
school  entering  Cheltenham  Military  Academy 
at  Ogontz,  Pa.,  at  which  he  studied  until  he 
went  to  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
in  1893.  Graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1897,  he  came  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  the  same  year, 
to  take  a  position  as  engineer  with  Gen. 
Charles  Miller,  continuing  with  him  for  the 
next  four  years.  He  next  assumed  the  duties 
of  city  engineer  at  Franklin,  to  which  office 
he  was  appointed,  and  was  so  engaged  for 
three  years.  His  next  work  was  also  in  the 
public  service,  for  the  State  Roads  Depart- 
ment, in  charge  of  the  work  in  this  district, 
which  occupiwi  him  from  1904  until  1908. 
Since  then  he  has  done  general  contracting  on 
his  own  account,  and  his  business  has  now 
reached  such  proportions  that  he  employs  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  two  hundred 
men.  He  has  laid  fifty  thousand  square  yards 
of  brick  street  paving  in  Franklin;  constructed 
the  well  known  Monkey  sewer;  the  Sugar 
Creek  paved  road,  for  a  distance  of  eight 
miles ;  and  other  extensive  works.  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton has  shown  commendable  public  spirit  in 
all  his  undertakings,  endeavoring  to  give  to 
all  his  work  a  real  and  permanent  value  to 
the  vicinity  of  its  location,  and  thus  directly 
and  indirectly  exercising  a  beneficial  influ- 
ence on  neighboring  improvements.  His  busi- 
ness office  is  in  the  Franklin  Trust  Company 
building.  He  has  identified  himself  with  local 
affairs  in  a  helpful  capacity,  and  in  191 5  was 
honored  with  election  as  a  member  of  the 
Franklin  school  board.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Franklin  and  Venango  Clubs,  and 
well  known. 

Mr.  Hamilton  married  Bessie  W.  White, 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Bessie  Ann 
(Wood)  White,  the  former  of  whom  was 
well  known  as  a  merchant  iti  Franklin,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  shoe  business :  he  also 


built  several  business  blocks.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
Charles  F.  Jr.,  and  Helen  E. 

SAMUEL  QUEEN  BROWN  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  men  whose  large  vision  and  in- 
tellect directed  the  trend  of  the  oil  industry 
from  its  earliest  days  of  promise,  and,  what 
is  most  remarkable,  his  influence  was  sustained 
unabated  throughout  the  half  century  of  his 
association  with  it.  Preeminent  among  his 
achievements  may  probably  be  cited  his  labors 
in  the  development  of  the  Tide  Water  Oil  in- 
terests, through  which  he  attained  nation-wide 
prominence,  though  the  sum  of  his  accomplish- 
ments included  other  things  of  equal  impor- 
tance. But  Mr.  Brown  was  not  a  mere  busi- 
ness man.  It  was  his  disposition  to  bend  all 
his  energies  to  the  success  of  any  enterprise 
into  which  he  entered,  but  he  had  objects  in 
life  beyond  worldly  prosperity,  and,  in  fact, 
was  as  zealous  in  their  pursuit  as  in  his  ma- 
terial aflFairs.  His  kindly  and  unselfish  atti- 
tude toward  his  fellow  men  was  manifested  in 
all  their  relations,  whether  by  wise  counsel  or 
comfort  to  a  personal  friend  who  sought  it,  by 
generous  help*  wherever  he  saw  the  need,  or 
participation  in  the  larger  movements  of 
fundamental  value  to  the  general  welfare.  The 
breadth  and  strength  of  his  mind  were  evi- 
dent in  everything  that  he  did,  and  his  fore- 
sight was  so  keen  that  he  could  proceed  con- 
fidently without  any  doubt  as  to  the  outcome 
of  his  ventures. 

Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  a  family  conspicuous  for 
worth  in  X'enango  county  for  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  centur>',  and  it  was  here  that  his 
life  work  began.  Xo  history  of  the  county 
could  be  complete  without  the  record  of  the 
Brown  family,  whose  activities  in  all  the 
phases  of  its  development  have  constituted  an 
important  contribution  to  the  general  prog- 
ress. In  personal  character  and  standing:  they 
have  been  counted  among  the  sterling  citizens 
of  the  county,  nor  have  they  been  second  to 
any  in  material  achievement.  John  Brown, 
father  of  Samuel  Q.  Brown,  was  as  esteemed 
and  influential  in  his  generation  as  his  sons 
became  in  their  day.  Bom  in  Ireland  in  1789. 
he  was  of  Scotch  origin,  his  Covenanter  an- 
cestors leaving  Scotland  during  the  persecu- 
tions under  King  James  II.  Coming  to 
America  about  181 7,  he  lived  in  New  York 
City  until  1833.  ^"^  in  1827  was  engaged  in 
business  there.  Before  leaving  Ireland  he  had 
anticipated  the  satisfaction  of  being  a  land- 
owner, and  it  was  this  that  drew  him  to  Penn- 
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sylvania.  He  was  one  of  a  little  colony  of 
settlers  who  came  to  this  section  at  the  same 
time,  he  and  a  number  of  others  having  com- 
missioned an  agent  to  go  out  and  secure  loca- 
tions for  them  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
But  the  agent,  instead  of  choosing  sites  for 
his  clients  in  one  neighborhood,  as  they  de- 
sired, had  procured  widely  separated  tracts, 
and  that  selected  for  Mr.  Brown  was  in  the 
wilderness  several  miles  north  of  Titusville. 
He  had  come  out  alone  early  in  1833,  making 
the  journey  by  way  of  Harrisburg,  and  leaving 
Mrs.  Brown  to  follow  with  the  family  and 
household  goods,  as  well  as  the  stock  of  mer- 
chandise with  which  to  start  a  store,  by  the 
more  leisurely  way  of  the  Erie  canal,  so  that 
he  could  have  time  to  prepare  a  home.  He  was 
so  disappointed  in  his  land  that  he  proceeded 
on  to  Pleasant ville,  an  attractive  small  village 
in  Venango  county,  and  secured  a  location 
there.  When  the  family  joined  him  the  out- 
look was  so  discouraging  that  they  decided  to 
return  to  New  York  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
part  of  the  household  goods  were  not  un- 
packed. But  the  stock  of  merchandise  had  to 
be  disposed  of  before  the  return  journey  could 
be  undertaken,  and  as  it  had  to  be  sold  on 
credit  owing  to  the  conditions  then  prevailing 
a  stay  of  some  months  was  necessary.  By  the 
end  of  that  period  they  had  become  so  at- 
tached to  the  place  and  to  their  new  neighbors 
that  they  had  no  desire  to  leave.  Mr.  Brown 
was  thus  the  first  merchant  at  Pleasantville. 
His  first  residence  here  was  a  log  house  on 
State  street,  at  the  crossing  of  the  run,  and 
his  store  was  at  the  same  location.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  he  was  remarkably  successful,  ap- 
plying himself  closely  to  the  maintenance  of 
his  trade,  his  little  store  and  stock  forming 
the  nucleus  of  the  large  business  later  done  by 
his  sons  under  the  name  of  Brown  Brothers, 
carried  on  as  such  until  1872.  John  Brown 
obtained  considerable  new  land  in  and  around 
Pleasantv^ille,  and  in  his  lifetime  much  of  it 
was  converted  into  valuable  farming  tracts. 
Meanwhile  he  enlarged  his  store  as  the  increas- 
ing needs  of  his  patronage  demanded,  and 
added  to  his  stock,  which  became  quite  com- 
prehensive, including  dry  goods,  groceries, 
drugs,  farm  implements,  and  other  goods  car- 
ried by  country  merchants.  He  erected  the 
first  brick  store  in  the  village,  and  it  was  the 
only  business  house  left  standing  after  the 
great  fire  of  1871.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  leading 
spirit  in  local  affairs,  and  served  as  burgess  of 
Pleasantville  in  1857,  though  he  did  as  much 
for  the  town  in  his  capacity  as  a  private  citizen. 

He  died  there  July  31,   1861,  at  the  age  of 
44 


seventy-two  years.  He  always  attributed  much 
of  his  success  in  life  to  his  wife,  Mary  Ann 
(Queen),  whom  he  married  in  New  York 
about  1820.  She  was  born  in  1795  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  in- 
fancy, was  a  model  wife  and  mother,  truly 
noble  and  good,  and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty  years,  dying  Oct.  16,  1875,  at  Pleas- 
antville. Her  mother,  who  passed  her  last 
days  with  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Brown,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  Covenant- 
ers, and  she  always  retained  a  loyal  affection 
for  the  church  of  her  youth,  although  she 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  denomination 
when  it  absorbed  the  Covenanter  Church  at 
Pleasantville.  Mr.  Brown  was  always  one  of 
the  foremost  workers  in  that  church,  which 
he  virtually  founded  and  in  whose  interest 
he  labored  zealously.  There  were  kindred 
spirits  of  the  same  origin  and  faith  among 
those  who  accompanied  him  to  this  region, 
James  Geary,  Andrew  McCandless  and  Daniel 
Wilson  securing  homes  at  Pleasantville  at 
about  the  same  time,  and  all  became  important 
citizens  and  members  of  the  Covenanter 
Church.  Mr.  Brown  secured  contributions 
for  the  construction  of  a  house  of  worship, 
which  these  early  members  sustained  during 
their  lives.  As  already  indicated,  it  has  since 
become  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Pleasantville.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  practical 
Christian,  not  only  generous  to  his  church  but 
also  in  helping  those  in  need,  though  he  was 
very  modest  regarding  his  charities,  consider- 
ing such  opportunities  more  of  a  privilege 
than  an  obligation.  He  had  strong  family 
ties,  took  great  interest  in  the  education  and 
progress  of  his  children,  and  was  much  grati- 
fied at  being  able  to  leave  a  good  property  to 
them.  His  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and 
one  daughter:  John  F.,  William  B.,  Samuel 
Queen,  Alexander  \V.  and  Elizabeth,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Dr.  John  Wilson  and  whose 
son  is  Samuel  Q.  Wilson,  of  Pleasantville, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  four 
sons  were  associated  in  business  as  Brown 
Brothers,  a  famous  firm  in  its  day,  whose  repu- 
tation as  merchants  was  of  the  highest  char- 
acter, and  whose  operations  in  the  realm  of  oil 
production  made  the  name  a  household  word. 
Two  of  the  sons,  John  F.  and  William,  con- 
tinued to  reside  with  the  mother  at  the  old 
home,  neither  marrying.  Their  personal  busi- 
ness life  was  given  to  the  management  of  the 
store.  John  F.  Brown,  born  July  9,  1824,  in 
New  York  City,  was  a  man  of  quiet,  unob- 
trusive disposition,  ever  keen  in  observing  the 
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needs  of  others,  many  being  the  acts  of 
gracious  assistance  to  those  in  want  of  which 
no  one  else  knew  at  the  time  but  the  recipient. 
He  was  fond  of  nature  and  had  great  con- 
sideration for  birds  and  other  animals,  caring 
for  them  solicitously.  He  died  Dec/^,  1909. 
William  Brown,  born  April  14,  1829,  died  May 
7,  1896.  He  was  much  similar  in  personality 
to  his  elder  brother,  with  a  pleasant  greeting 
for  all,  and  an  excellent  type  of  the  earnest 
Christian  gentleman.  Alexander  W.  Brown, 
the  youngest  of  the  brothers*  is  now  the  only 
survivor,  and  continues  to  reside  at  Pleasant- 
ville.  He  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Samuel  Queen  Brown,  third  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Ann  (Queen)  Brown,  was  born  at 
Pleasantville,  Venango  county,  Sept.  19.  1835, 
and  grew  up  at  his  birthplace.  He  was  never 
robust  physically,  but  from  an  early  age  dis- 
played the  vigorous  mentality  which  character- 
ized him  throughout  life,  being  prepared  to 
enter  Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville,  when 
but  thirteen  years  old.  He  completed  the  fresh- 
man year  of  the  course  with  honors,  but  his 
health  failing  he  was  unable  to  continue  his 
studies  to  graduation,  being  an  invalid  for 
several  years.  But  the  experience  did  not 
dampen  his  ambition,  and  as  soon  as  strong 
enough  he  went  to  Pittsburgh  and  took  a 
course  in  Duff's  Commercial  College,  upon  his 
return  to  Pleasantville  devoting  himself  to 
assisting  his  father  in  the  store,  which  by  that 
time  was  an  important  trading  center.  He  was 
so  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  first  oil  excite- 
ment precipitated  by  the  bringing  in  of  the 
Drake  well,  and  with  typical  clear-sightedness 
read  a  large  meaning  into  the  discovery.  In 
fact  he  was  soon  in  the  oil  "game,"  he  and  a 
neighbor.  John  L.  Mitchell,  entering  into  part- 
nership for  more  efficient  operations.  Their 
first  important  venture  was  made  on  the  Bu- 
chanan Farms  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  run, 
at  what  has  ever  since  been  known  as  Rouse- 
ville.  One  night  young  Brown  went  racing 
across  the  Pithole  valley  on  his  best  horse, 
down  Cherry  run  to  Oil  creek,  and  secured 
leases  on  the  John  and  Archibald  Buchanan 
farms,  which  might  have  been  a  difficult  matter, 
as  Mr.  Buchanan  had  no  special  desire  to  lease. 
But  when  he  learned  that  the  Browns  (Alex- 
ander W.  Brown  was  also  interested  in  this 
enterprise)  were  sons  of  John  Brown  he  con- 
sented. The  firm  at  once  joined  forces  with 
Hon.  Henry  R.  Rouse,  of  Enterprise  (who 
with  W.  H.  Abbott  and  others  at  Titusville 
constituted  the  firm  which  sank  the  second 
producing  oil  well  in  this  territory),  as  Rouse, 
Mitchell  &  Brown,  and  kicked  down  a  **spring 


pole''  well,  the  third  on  Oil  creek,  which  yielded 
ten  barrels  a  day  from  the  first  sand,  but  was 
later  drilled  to  the  third  sand  and  gave  three 
hundred  barrels  a  day  for  a  long  period.  Five 
or  six  wells — among  them  a  flowing  well — 
were  soon  in  operation,  and  it  was  in  an  ex- 
plosion and  resulting  fire  here  at  the  Merrick 
well,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  that  it  was 
brought  in,  that  the  untimely  and  tragic  death 
of  young  Mr.  Rouse  occurred,  with  the  loss  of 
seventeen  other  lives,  in  April,  1861.  This 
threw  most  of  the  responsibility  of  manage- 
ment upon  Mr.  Brown,  but  he  proved  equal  to 
the  steadily  increasing  burden  and  laid  solid 
the  foundations  for  the  extensive  operations 
which  brought  him  fame  and  fortune.  He  con- 
tinued in  active  association  with  the  produc- 
tion until  his  firm  and  sub-lessees  had  drilled 
about  a  hundred  wells,  when  he  organized  the 
business  on  a  large  scale,  uniting  the  holdings 
on  both  farms  in  the  Buchanan  Farms  Oil 
Company,  capitalized  at  four  million  dollars, 
realizing  a  million  dollars  from  his  own  inter- 
est. It  was  at  this  time  that  he  established  a 
broker's  office  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  year 
afterward,  1868,  he  opened  another  in  New 
York  City,  for  a  long  time  spending  alternate 
days  at  these  offices  by  making  the  journey 
between  the  two  cities  at  night.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  resided  in  Philadelphia,  dis- 
continuing his  office  in  that  city  in  1889,  ^ind 
during  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  he  made 
his  home  in  New  York  City. 

From  the  time  that  he  opened  his  metropoli- 
tan offices  Mr.  Brown  dealt  extensively  in  oil 
stocks,  doing  a  large  brokerage  business  in  oil 
and  oil  lands,  leases,  etc.,  and  promoting  vari- 
ous oil  companies,  and  along  with  that  he  car- 
ried other  large  interests,  his  associations 
widening  constantly.  He  was  always  closely 
associated  with  his  home  county  both  by  busi- 
ness and  personal  ties.  He  obtained  a  charter 
for  the  Farmers'  railroad,  along  Oil  creek 
from  Oil  City  to  Shaffer,  in  the  face  of  strong 
opposition,  and  being  able  at  first  to  secure 
permission  for  a  horse  railroad  only  exerted 
himself  for  several  years  until  he  was  success- 
ful in  having  it  changed  to  steam  power,  when 
he  disposed  of  the  charter  to  Bishop,  Bissell 
and  others,  who  built  the  Oil  Creek  railroad. 
In  1862  he  obtained  a  charter  for  a  pipe  line 
from  the  Tarr  Farm  to  Oil  City,  being  one  of 
the  first  to  see  the  advantages  of  that  method 
of  transporting  oil,  and  a  short  line  was  laid 
in  1863,  but  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
getting  suitable  pipe  leakage  at  the  joints  was 
so  excessive  that  the  first  attempts  were  very 
discouraging,  and  the  pond  freshet  system  had 
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to  be  depended  upon  for  a  couple  of  years 
longer,  though  obviously  wasteful  and  ex- 
pensive. It  was  a  beginning,  however,  and  the 
demand  for  proper  pipe  was  soon  supplied; 
Meantime,  with  two  of  his  brothers,  Mr. 
Brown  opened  a  store  at  what  is  now  Oil  City, 
then  the  region  about  the  Cornplanter  post 
office,  which  was  continued  together  with  their 
Pleasantville  store,  the  latter  being  subse- 
quently operated  as  a  wholesale  and  retail 
branch  of  the  large  New  York  City  mercantile 
house  in  which  he  held  partnership  from  1866. 
In  1867  he  went  to  Nevada,  by  way  of  Panama 
and  San  Francisco,  and  on  the  return  trip, 
made  in  March,  contracted  such  a  severe  cold 
as  to  bring  on  hemorrhages  of  the  lungs.  His 
recovery  was  slow,  but  greatly  facilitated  by  a 
sojourn  in  the  South  during  the  following 
winter,  and  he  took  up  his  work  again  with 
all  his  old  vigor.  With  the  discovery  of  oil 
near  Pleasantville  he  took  an  active  part  in 
the  development  of  the  territory,  in  which  sev- 
eral hundred  acres  of  his  own  lands  were  lo- 
cated, helped  to  establish  the  first  bank  at 
Pleasantville  in  company  with  David  H. 
Mitchell,  as  member  of  the  firm  of  Mitchell  & 
Brown,  and  when  it  was  superseded  by  the 
Pleasantville  Banking  Company,  organized  in 
December,  1872,  became  president  of  the  new 
institution.  He  retained  that  position  for 
thirty  years,  until  the  bank  went  out  of  exist- 
ence. Mitchell  &  Brown  were  also  active  in 
various  phases  of  oil  production.  In  1872, 
after  the  agitation  against  the  South  Improve- 
ment Company,  Mr.  Brown  was  elected  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Petroleum  Producers*  Agency,  and 
later  became  a  member  of  the  business  com- 
mittee of  that  organization.  In  1877  he  was 
one  of  the  active  operators  in  the  Enterprise 
district,  and  about  the  same  time  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Seaboard  Pipe  Line.  He  was 
a  leader  in  the  formation  of  the  Tide  Water 
Pipe  Line  Company,  Limited,  which  was 
organized  Nov.  23,  1878,  and  soon  afterward 
began  the  construction  of  its  line,  which  was 
a  success  from  the  start.  In  1881  Mr.  Brown 
moved  to  Philadelphia  to  take  charge  of  the 
financial  management  of  the  Chester  Oil  Com- 
pany, a  Tide- Water  refinery  which  was  being 
built  at  Chester,  Pa.,  and  the  next  year  the 
line  was  extended  to  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  the  head- 
quarters being  established  in  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Brown  became  one  of  the  managers  of 
The  Tide  Water  Pipe  Company,  Limited,  in 
1886  and  was  associated  with  it  in  such  ca- 
pacity ever  afterward,  being  chief  executive 
from  1893  ^o  1908.  When  the  Tide  Water 
Oil  Company  was  organized  in  1888  he  was 


elected  president  of  that  also,  and  held  the 
office  until  May,  1908,  from  which  time  until 
his  death  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors.  He  was  also  a  diredtor  of  the 
Associated  Producers'  Company  from  1894 
until  October,  1908,  and  its  president  from 
1903  to  1908,  and  was  a  dominating  factor 
in  the  success  of  all  these  companies,  being 
well  qualified  for  the  executive  responsibilities 
vested  in  him.  Mr.  Brown  represented  the 
petroleum  interests  on  the  Second  Geological 
Survey  Commission  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1 87 1  he  received  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  A.  M.  from  Princeton  University,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  useful  life  had  many  other 
marks  of  esteem  in  recognition  of  the  great 
part  he  played  in  advancing  the  industrial  in- 
terests of  the  country.  But  nothing  was  more ' 
to  his  credit  than  the  sincere  regard  which  all 
his  associates  and  employes  had  for  him.  It 
^was  an  expression  of  well  merited  respect, 
gained  in  years  of  consistent  justness  and  fair- 
ness in  his  dealings  with  them.  His  courtesy 
was  unvarying,  his  consideration  for  others 
habitual,  and  the  charm  of  his  personality  was 
felt  by  all  alike.  Mr.  Brown  died  Oct.  5,  1909, 
at  New  York  City,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 
From  early  manhood  he  was  associated  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  serving  as  elder 
while  he  held  membership  at  Pleasantville,  and 
later  transferring  his  allegiance  to  the  Central 
Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York  City.  He 
not  only  gave  generous  support  to  his  own  de- 
nomination, but  to  others  as  well,  and  to  all 
enterprises  whidi  he  considered  worthy  in 
their  aims.  In  political  doctrine  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  he  held  membership  in  the 
Union  League  at  New  York  City  and  various 
other  clubs. 

On  July  II,  1865,  Mr.  Brown  was  married 
to  Nancy  E.  Lamb,  his  brother  Alexander  W. 
marrying  her  cousin  at  the  same  ceremony. 
Mrs.  Brown  was  bom  Sept.  28,  1842,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Smith)  Lamb,  her  father 
a  farmer  and  merchant  in  Allegheny  township, 
this  county,  and  she  and  her  husband  had 
known  each  other  from  childhood.  She  sur- 
vived him  with  four  children,  living  with  them 
in  New  York  City  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred June  2%  IQ16.  The  family  home  there 
was  at  No.  160  West  Fifty-ninth  street,  and 
they  also  maintained  a  summer  residence  at 
East  Hampton,  Long  Island. 

Dickson  Queen  Brown,  son  of  Samuel 
Queen  Brown,  was  bom  at  Pleasantville  April 
2,  1873,  and  was  reared  there,  acquiring  his 
preparatory  education  in  the  local  schools.  He 
was  graduated  from  Phillips  Exeter  Academy 
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and  Princeton  University,  B.  A.,  1895,  and  sub- 
sequently took  a  course  in  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  at  Boston,  receiving 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  science  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1898.  For  a  year  following  he 
worked  in  the  refinery  of  the  Tide  Water  Oil 
Company  at  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  spent  some 
months  in  the  oil  producing  fields  with  the  As- 
sociated Producers'  Company,  and  studied  a 
year  in  the  Oil  Research  Laboratory  of  the 
Royal  Technical  School,  Charlottenburg,  Ber- 
lin, (krmany,  in  order  to  prepare  himself 
thoroughly  for  his  chosen  calling,  the  field  of 
industry  in  which  his  father  had  won  such 
distinction.  He  filled  various  important  posi- 
tions in  the  Tide  Water  Companies,  his  youth- 
ful training  and  familiarity  with  the  oil  busi- 
ness proving  of  great  practical  value  in  these 
associations,  and  combining  technical  knowl- 
edge with  executive  ability  is  remarkably  well 
fitted  for  almost  any  of  the  responsibilities  of 
operation  or  direction.  His  present  business 
connections  are  with  the  Tide  Water  Oil  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  second  vice  president; 
the  Associated  Producers*  ComjSany,  of  which 
he  is  president;  the  Tidal  Oil  Company  (for- 
merly the  Okla  Oil  Company),  of  which  he  is 
president;  the  Tide  Water  Pipe  Line  Com- 
pany, Limited,  of  which  he  is  secretary;  the 
Tide  Water  Company  of  Massachusetts,  of 
which  he  is  vice  president ;  the  Magnetic  Iron 
Ore  Company ;  and  other  concerns.  His  offices 
are  at  No.  11  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Tiger  Inn  Qub 
(Princeton),  Sigma  Chi  fraternity,  University 
Club,  Automobile  Club  of  America,  Princeton 
Club,  Apawamis  Club,  Engineers'  Club,  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and 
others,  principally  scientific  and  outdoor  organ- 
izations. He  maintains  a  public-spirited  inter- 
est in  public  affairs  and  keeps  in  familiar  touch 
with  them,  though  he  has  no  taste  for  official 
honors.    He  is  unmarried. 

J.  WIRT  BYERS  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
residents  of  Jackson  township,  having  made  a 
constantly  widening  circle  of  friends  during  a 
long  career  of  business  activity  there.  From 
young  manhood  his  interests  have  been  among 
the  most  important  in  the  township,  and  he  has 
handled  them  capably,  and  he  has  always  been 
fair  and  liberal  in  all  his  transactions,  winning 
the  confidence  as  well  as  esteem  of  all  his  asso- 
ciates. His  genial,  sociable  nature  has  per- 
vaded his  relations  with  others  in  all  the  ac- 
tivities of  life,  and  is  reflected  in  his  standing 
among  his  fellow  men. 

The  Byers  have  been  identified  with  Ven- 


ango county  for  nearly  three  quarters  of  a 
century,  and  have  been  established  in  this  part 
of  the  State  since  1807.  So  far  as  known  the 
family  is  of  old  Virginia  stock,  and  the  first  of 
the  name  to  settle  here,  James  Byers,  grand- 
father of  J.  Wirt  Byers,  had  been  a  member  of 
George  Washington's  staff  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  In  1807  he  removed  to  Mercer 
county,  Pa.,  and  later  made  a  permanent  settle- 
ment near  Pulaski,  Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
he  died.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  who  reached  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years,  spent  her  last  years 
with  her  son  James  in  Venango  county,  where 
she  is  buried,  in  the  cemetery  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant Church.  None  of  their  daughters  had 
any  posterity.  One  son,  Samuel,  lived  on  a 
farm  adjoining  that  of  his  brother  James  in 
French  Creek  township,  Venango  county,  be- 
tween the  boroughs  of  Polk  and  Utica,  three 
miles  from  the  former  and  five  from  the  latter, 
both  brothers  settling  here  in  1845. 

James  Byers,  Jr.,  father  of  J.  Wirt  Byers, 
was  bom  in  Virginia  June  11,  1800,  and  on 
Dec.  22,  1825,  married  Elizabeth  Piper,  a  na- 
tive of  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  bom  in  1807. 
Her  father,  John  Piper,  was  bom  in  Germany, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1780,  making 
his  home  in  Lawrence  county,  where  he  died 
when  nearly  one  hundred  years  old,  when  his 
grandson  J.  Wirt  Byers  was  a  boy  of  about 
eight  years ;  he  was  eighty-four  at  the  time  of 
his  second  marriage.  From  1845  ^^  ^864  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Byers  lived  on  a  farm  in 
French  Creek  township,  Venango  county, 
working  and  prospering,  and  in  the  latter  year 
removed  thence  to  Mercer  county,  where  he 
continued  farming  some  years  longer,  event- 
ually settling  at  Sandy  Lake.  Mercer  county, 
where  both  died,  he  in  his  ninety-first  year,  she 
in  her  ninety-third  year.  He  had  the  substan- 
tial qualities  essential  to  success  in  material  af- 
fairs, and  also  took  part  in  matters  of  general 
interest,  being  a  worker  in  the  Democratic 
party  for  many  years.  While  in  Lawrence 
county  he  was  a  captain  of  militia,  and  he 
never  lost  his  interest  in  military  activities. 
For  sixty-seven  years  he  held  membership,  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  assisted  with  all 
its  enterprises.  Of  the  fourteen  children  born 
to  James  and  Elizabeth  (Piper)  Byers  nine 
reached  maturity,  and  we  have  the  following 
record  of  the  family:  (i)  Mahala  Nicely  is 
now  living  at  the  old  home,  the  widow  of  John 
Foster,  a  hotel  man,  who  died  in  Franklin.  (2) 
John  Piper,  who  died  in  1910  in  his  eighty-first 
year,  was  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Ven- 
ango county  from  1851  to  about  1907.  He 
began    clerking    for    William    S.    Devore    in 
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Franklin  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  was 
sent  to  Dempseytown  to  take  charge  of  the 
store  of  the  late  Judge  Robert  Lamberton,  and 
later  came  to  Cooperstown  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity. After  a  few  years  he  bought  the  store, 
which  he  continued  to  carry  on  in  the  Lamber- 
ton building.  Some  years  afterward  he  sold 
out  to  L.  T.  Lamberton  and  put  up  a  store 
building  of  his  own  at  Cooperstown,  where  he 
gained  the  reputation  of  being  the  best  country 
merchant  in  Venango  county.  He  retired  in 
his  old  age.  (3)  Zelia  died  in  her  twenty-first 
year.  (4)  Catherine  Rosetta,  now  in  her 
eighty-fifth  year,  is  the  widow  of  James 
McCutcheon  (a  relative  of  the  celebrated  car- 
toonist of  Chicago)  and  lives  at  Galva,  111. 
(S)  Almira  is  the  widow  of  R.  T.  Findly,  of 
Mercer,  Pa.  (6)  William  Ramsey  was  a  mer- 
chant at  Fairview,  Mercer  county,  and  later 
well  known  as  a  race  horse  owner  at  Mead- 
ville,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  (7)  J.  Wirt.  (8)  Belle  is  next  in  the 
family.  (9)  Frances  Exalona  is  the  widow  of 
R.  T.  Hilands  and  living  at  Fredonia,  Mercer 
county.  (10)  Mary  Imelda,  twin  of  Frances, 
died  when  fifteen  years  old. 

J.  Wirt  Byers  was  born  Aug.  22,  1842,  at 
Pulaski,  Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  in 
French  Creek  township,  Venango  county.  He 
had  good  educational  advantages  for  the  times, 
attending  convenient  schools  and  academies, 
including  the  academy  at  Cooperstown  then 
presided  over  by  Professor  Carathers.  When 
a  youth  of  eighteen  he  entered  his  brother's 
store  at  Cooperstown,  clerking  with  him  for 
the  next  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  firm  of  Byers,  Steven- 
son &  Co.  (the  "company"  representing 
William  S.  Devore),  who  bought  the  store  and 
conducted  it  for  four  or  five  years,  eventually 
selling  back  to  the  original  owner.  But  the 
firm  did  not  go  out  of  business,  taking  a  store 
at  Sandy  Lake,  and  all  being  young  and  am- 
bitious they  were  very  successful.  \Ir.  Byers 
gave  all  his  attention  to  its  interests  until  the 
death  of  his  father-in-law,  when  he  sold  out 
and  returned  to  Cooperstown,  soon  buying  an 
interest  in  his  brother  Piper's  store,  then 
operated  by  Byers,  Muse  &  Co.  He  was  asso- 
ciated therewith  for  some  years,  until  the  farm 
demanded  all  of  his  attention,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  share  to  his  brother  and  withdrew 
from  mercantile  life  after  a  twenty  years'  ex- 

girience  in  that  line.  In  1867  he  had  married 
Uen  Booth,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Ann  (Berlin)  Booth,  the  former  a  leading 
business  man  of  this  section  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Booth  came  from  England  at  the  age  of 


eighteen,  and  entered  a  woolen  mill  near 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  owned  by  a  Mr.  Rich.  In 
1836  Mr.  Rich  joined  Joseph  Hillier  and  Henry 
Booth,  under  the  name  of  Rich,  Booth  &  Hil- 
lier, in  the  development  of  a  waterpower  at 
Cooperstown,  Venango/  county,  on  Lake  creek, 
building  a  woolen  mill  which  did  a  highly  suc- 
cessful business  in  the  manufacture  of  yam, 
cloth,  blankets,  flannel,  etc.  A  gristmill  was 
added  to  the  plant  in  1845,  ^md  the  original 
partnership  continued  through  a  prosperous 
existence  of  thirty  years,  when  Mr.  Rich  sold 
his  interest  to  the  others.  Booth  &  Hillier 
carrying  on  the  business  until  the  former's 
demise,  in  1872.  His  share  was  then  taken  by 
the  Hilliers,  father  and  son,  who  retained  the 
works  until  about  1880.  The  buildings  were 
subsequently  taken  down,  aad  nothing  now  re- 
mains but  the  foundations.  Mr.  ]^oth  had 
invested  in  farm  lands  in  this  section,  acquir- 
ing about  five  hundred  acres,  in  two  tracts, 
and  when  he  died  it  was  necessary  for  his  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  Byers,  to  assume  charge  of  these 
properties,  whose  care  has  occupied  him  ever 
since.  Mr.  Booth  built  the  house  on  his  farm 
in  1866,  burning  the  brick  there.  Though  he 
always  refused  official  honors  he  was  a  leading 
Republican  of  his  vicinity  for  years.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife,  an  English  girl, 
leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom,  W.  J. 
Booth,  is  now  a  resident  of  Titusville,  Pa. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Mary  Ann  Berlin, 
of  Clarion  county.  Pa.,  who  survived  until 
J911,  reaching  her  ninety-sixth  year.  The 
three  children  of  this  union  were :  Ellen,  Mrs. 
J.  Wirt  Byers ;  Miss  Elizabeth,  who  was  long 
an  invalid  before  her  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years;  and  George,  who  died  when  ten 
years  old. 

Mrs.  Byers  passed  away  in  1903,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years.  Of  her  three  children.  May  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  McCalmont  Brown,  of 
New  York  City,  and  has  one  child,  Frances 
Juvenilia  ("Jules'')  ;  Mr.  Brown  is  New  York 
City  representative  of  the  Winton  Company, 
automobile  manufacturers,  being  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Winton,  Henderson  &  Brown,  and 
his  brother  is  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Win- 
ton Company.  Henry  Booth  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  Frances  is  the  wife  of 
John  Francis  Watlington,  of  Reidsville,  N. 
C,  and  has  three  children,  John  F.,  Jr.,  Ellen 
Booth,  and  Frances  Byers;  Mr.  Watlington  is 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Reidsville,  and  the 
family  reside  on  their  plantation  three  miles 
out  of  town,  which  is  largely  devoted  to  tobac- 
co raising. 
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HENRY  BOOTH  BYERS,  son  of  J.  Wirt 
and  Ellen  (Booth)  Byers,  became  a  profes- 
sional musician,  and  though  he  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years  he  had  attained  such  rec- 
ognition that  it  is  believed  he  might  have  taken 
his  place  among  the  most  famous  vocalists  of 
the  country.  He  was  born  March  4.  1871,  at 
Cooperstown,  grew  up  there,  and  after  receiv- 
ing such  literary  education  as  the  local  schools 
offered  attended  high  school  at  Meadville,  i*d., 
where  he  was  graduated.  He  followed  with 
a  course  in  AU^heny  College,  Meadville,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  afterward  reading  law  in  the 
office  of  George  W.  Plummer,  in  Chicago,  111. 
Mr.  Byers  had  inherited  his  mother's  musical 
ability  and  tastes,  and  in  Chicago  found  many 
desirable  opportunities  for  supplementing  his 
early  training,  before  he  had  been  there  long 
devoting  himself  entirely  to  voice  culture  and 
the  development  of  his  fine  baritone,  which 
soon  brought  him  an  enviable  reputation.  As 
a  student  Mr.  Byers  had  the  patience  and  pains- 
taking habits  of  the  true  artist,  with  the  result 
that  he  improved  his  technique  and  built  up  his 
voice  to  wonderful  strength  and  tone,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  most  popular  concert  sinc^ers  in 
Chicago  and  all  that  section  of  the  country. 
He  was  engaged  Saturdays  as  soloist  in  a 
Jewish  Synagogue  in  that  city,  and  Sundays  as 
soloist  in  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  and  his 
other  assignments  were  also  of  the  highest 
character.  The  "Chicago  Musical  Times"  re- 
"  ferred  to  him  as  one  of  the  best  soloists  in  the 
city  in  oratorio,  and  made  flattering  comment 
upon  his  expression  and  control  of  hi?  voice, 
which  had  unusual  range.  His  interpretation 
in  some  of  his  favorite  roles  gave  evidence  of 
feeling  and  good  taste,  as  well  as  a  capacity  for 
endeavor,  promising  unlimited  success  tor  his 
future,  which  was  cut  short  by  his  uniimely 
death,  Nov.  11,  1896,  after  an  operation  for 
appendicitis. 

Mr.  Byers  never  lost  his  affection  for  the 
environment  of  his  early  years,  and  he  prob- 
ably attained  a  wider  reputation  than  any  other 
resident  of  Cooperstown.  He  always  enjoyed 
visiting  his  old  home,  and  his  associates  took 
the  greatest  pride  in  his  achievements  and 
prospects. 

WILLIAM  THOMAS  YOUNG,  of  Oil 
City,  has  been  associated  with  the  United 
Natural  Gas  Company  in  responsible  capaci- 
ties for  several  years,  being  at  present  assist- 
ant ereneral  superintendent.  He  has  advanced 
on  his  own  merits,  and  is   favorably  known 


in  business  circles  and  also  to  a  wide  person- 
al acquaintanceship. 

Mr.  Young  was  bom  March  20,  1877,  at 
Emlenton,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  James 
Steele  Young,  a  prominent  resident  of  that 
vicinity.  His  grandfather,  William  Young, 
came  from  the  North  of  Ireland  and  settled 
in  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  but  as  he  died 
when  his  son  James  was  quite  young  the  fam- 
ily do  not  know  much  of  his  history  except  that 
he  and  his  wife  Sallie  had  a  large  family,  two 
children  having  been  born  in  Ireland  before 
their  emigration  to  this  country.  They  were 
farming  people,  Presbyterians  in  religion,  and 
are  buried  at  the  Concord  Chul^ch  in  Wayne 
township,  Armstrong  Co.,   Pennsylvania. 

James  Steele  Young,  father  of  William 
Thomas  Young,  was  bom  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  July  14,  1843,  ^md  was  very  young 
when  the  family  removed  to  Armstrong  coun- 
ty, this  State,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Belknap.  As  a  youth  he  went  to 
Pittsburgh  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
which  he  followed  after  coming  to  this  region 
during  the  height  of  the  oil  excitement,  find- 
ing plenty  of  employment  at  toolmaking  and 
similar  work  among  the  operators  at  Pithole, 
Miller  Farm,  and  other  points.  In  September, 
1864,  he  removed  to  Franklin,  where  he  had  a 
shop  of  his  own  for  several  years,  later  open- 
ing a  shop  at  Foster,  Venango  county,  where 
he  was.  largely  engaged  in  toolmaking.  In 
August.  1867,  he  located  near  by,  at  what  is 
now  known  as  Kennerdell  (then  Scrubgrass), 
and  continued  work  at  his  trade  there  until  he 
gave  it  up  to  look  after  his  oil  interests,  sell- 
ing out  about  December,  1873.  ^^  has  since 
lived  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Scrubgrass 
township,  near  Emlenton.  Having  bought  a 
lease  on  the  Russell  farm  from  Dick  Redfield, 
in  1873.  he  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil, 
living  on  that  property  a  number  of  years,  and 
later  bought  the  adjoining  Calvert  farm  out- 
right, having  owned  the  oil  production  on  that 
place  for  some  years.  Besides  looking  after 
the  oil  operations  on  both  these  places  up  to 
the  present  time,  he  has  also  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock  raising,  developing  his 
property  agriculturally  and  establishing  an  up- 
to-date  rural  home  with  fine  farm  equipment 
and  desirable  surroundings.  His  home  and 
barn  are  electric  lighted,  and  all  the  other  ap- 
pointments about  the  place  are  in  keeping  with 
the  best  modem  ideas.  In  addition  to  the 
Russell  and  Calvert  places  Mr.  Young  owns 
the  H.  B.  Middleton  tract  adjoining,  having 
about  200  acres  in  all.     He  has   served  his 
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township  as  school  director,  supervisor,  etc., 
and  in  business  enterprise  and  good  citizenship 
ranks  with  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the 
township.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Scottish  Rite  Masons  in  this  State,  originally 
affiliated  with  the  Consistory  at  Bloomsburg, 
but  now  holding  membership  in  Pennsylvania 
Consistory,  Valley  of  Pittsburgh.  He  also  be- 
longs to  Allegheny  Valley  Lodge,  No.  552, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber and  second  master  of  same;  to  Chapter 
No.  211,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  to  Franklin  Com- 
mandery,  No.  44,  K.  T. 

On  June  2,  1868,  Mr.  Young  was  married  to 
Arminta  A.  Sergeant,  who  was  bom  in  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Sergeant,  and  children  as  follows  have  been 
bom  to  them:  Carrie  L.,  wife  of  B.  F.  Jami- 
son, of  Emlenton,  Pa. ;  Joseph  S.,  now  of  Vin- 
cennes,  Ind.,  who  married  Gertmde  Agnew; 
Sallie  E.,  wife  of  Joseph  P.  Riddle,  of  near 
Emlenton r  William  Thomas;  J.  Halden,  of 
Illinois,  who  married  Blanche  Crawford ;  and 
Nellie  C,  a  trained  nurse,  who  lives  at  home. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Emlenton. 

William  Thomas  Young  was  educated  prim- 
arily at  the  Emlenton  schools,  later  taking  a 
course  in  mathematics  and  mechanics  at  Grove 
City  College,  and  continuing  his  higher  studies 
as  opportunity  allowed.  He  taught  school  in 
Scmbgrass  township  for  a  time,  but  eventu- 
ally entered  the  machine  shop  of  the  H.  K. 
Porter  locomotive  works  as  an  apprentice  and 
for  seven  years  followed  the  trade  of  machin- 
ist, at  different  places,  including  the  plant  of 
the  Bullock  Electric  Company  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Company 
at  Pittsburgh.  As  he  familiarized  himself 
more  and  more  with  the  practical  part  of  the 
woric  he  became  interested  in  its  technical  study 
and  took  a  course  in  Duquesne  College,  Pitts- 
burgh. Coming  to  Oil  City  March  20,  1901, 
he  was  engaged  as  draftsman  during  the  con- 
stmction  of  the  Imperial  Oil  Works  of  the  Oil 
Well  Supply  Company,  and  remained  with 
that  concern  seven  years  in  all,  during  six 
years  of  which  period  he  had  charge  of  the 
drawing  room.  The  next  year  he  was  with 
the  National  Transit  Company  as  draftsman, 
and  he  has  since  been  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company,  with  whom  he 
started  as  erecting  engineer  of  gas  compres- 
sing stations,  gradually  advancing  to  his  pres- 
ent responsibilities.  Mr.  Young  belongs  to 
the  National  Security  League  and  to  the 
Masonic   fraternity,    holding   membership    in 


Allegheny  Valley  Lodge,  No.  552,  F.  and  A. 
M.,  of  Emlenton;  Chapter  No.  211,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Franklin;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43, 
K.  T.,  of  Oil  City;  Venango  Lodge  of  Per- 
fection, fourteenth  degree,  of  Oil  City;  and 
Holly  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.,  of  Oil  City.  Poli- 
tically he  believes  in  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  is  independent  about 
supporting  men  or  measures,  choosing  those 
which  appeal  to  him  most. 

On  June  24,  1903,  Mr.  Young  married  Jes- 
sie May  Poller,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Marion  W.,  born  Nov.  21,  1904;  Mildred  A., 
born  Feb.  12,  1906;  and  Janet  Steele,  born 
Oct.  15,  1914.  The  family  attend  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Mrs.  Young  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.. 
where  her  education  was  commenced,  her  later 
attendance  having  been  at  Oil  City,  where  she 
finished  at  the  high  school.  She  is  a  pianist 
of  marked  ability,  a  member  of  the  Schubert 
Club  and  the  Tuesday  Musicale ;  a  member  of 
Holly  Chapter,  O.  E.  S. ;  and  a  well  known 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  she 
was  a  Sunday  school  teacher  for  some  years. 

Peter  Paul  Poller,  Mrs.  Young's  father, 
was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  this 
countrv  when  a  youth,  locating  first  at  Dun- 
kirk, N.  Y.  He  worked  as  a  machinist  in 
the  railroad  shops  at  that  place,  was  later  a 
foreman  at  Buffalo  for  many  years,  and  after 
his  removal  to  Oil  City  was  master  mechanic 
in  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  shops  until  his 
retirement.  He  and  his  wife  Mildred  (Lam- 
kin)  Poller,  a  native  of  England,  now  live  in 
Buffalo.  Of  their  three  children,  Charles  S. 
is  now  deceased;  Jessie  May  is  the  wife  of 
William  Thomas  Young,  of  Oil  City ;  Ethel  is 
the  wife  of  George  D.  Lowr)-,  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.  The  father  is  a  member  of  Erie  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Buffalo.  He 
was  active  in  the  Episcopal  Church  up  to  the 
time  of  his  removal  to  Oil  City,  serving  as  war- 
den. 

SAMUEL  GATES  FOSTER,  M.  D.,  has 
rounded  out  a  quarter  century  of  successful 
practice  in  Franklin,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  members  of  the  medical  fraternity 
in  this  part  of  the  State.  But  his  usefulness 
and  reputation  have  by  no  means  been  limited 
to  professional  activities,  though  his  work  as 
a  physician  alone  has  been  broad  and  actuated 
by  high  ideals  of  service  and  responsibility. 
Every  enterprise  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
his  fellow  men  has  had  his  practical  coopera- 
tion. The  moral  and  material  betterment  of 
the   locality,  city,   county  and   State  govern- 
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ment,  social  conditions,  and  all  their  incidental 
interests,   have  profited   greatly   through   his 

Eublic-spirited  solicitude  for  advancement, 
rike  busy  people  generally,  he  always  seems 
to  be  able  to  find  time  to  be  helpful.  Na- 
turally, his  attitude  of  mind  has  reacted  very 
favorably  on  a  character  of  unusual  strength, 
enlarging  his  vision,  quickening  his  percep- 
tions, and  urging  him  on  continually  to  greater 
eflFort.  His  life  work  is  a  record  of  fine  en- 
dowments, well  developed  and  judiciously 
utilized. 

Doctor  Foster  came  to  Franklin  from  New 
York,  where  he  was  born,  at  Belmont,  Alle- 
gany county,  son  of  Dr.  D.  H.  Foster.  He 
received  an  excellent  literary  education  and 
took  his  medical  courses  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  New 
York,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Phil- 
adelphia, and  New  York  Post  Graduate 
School.  For  a  year  following  he  practiced 
with  his  father  in  New  York  State,  gaining 
valuable  experience  in  the  routine  work  oi 
the  general  practitioner.  In  1892  he  came  to 
Franklin,  Pa.,  where  he  has  since  been  es- 
tablished, busily  engaged  in  practice  except  for 
the  periods  occupied  with  post-graduate  study, 
having  taken  several  such  courses  in  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York  City.  In  addition  to 
caring  for  his  private  practice  he  has  acted 
as  surgeon  for '  the  Pennsylvania  and  Erie 
Railroad  Companies,  and  he  belongs  to  both 
the  Erie  and  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Asso- 
ciations. He  is  also  prominent  in  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Venango  County  Medical 
Society,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

For  a  number  of  years  Dr.  Foster  has 
taken  a  leading  part  in  the  administration  of 
local  affairs.  He  has  served  three  terms  in 
the  city  council,  and  in  1902  had  the  high  honor 
of  being  elected  mayor  of  Franklin.  He  has 
since  been  chosen  to  represent  the. district  in 
the  State  legislature,  having  been  elected  in 
1908.  Dr.  Foster  has  ever  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  the  National  Guard,  and  in  1899 
was  appointed  commissary  of  the  2d  Brigade, 
N.  G.  P.,  serving  until  the  brigade  was  mus- 
tered out.  In  1902  he  was  appointed  aide-de- 
camp to  the  major  general  of  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard,  and  has  always  attended 
Dunctiliously  to  his  duties  in  this  connection. 
For  four  years  he  was  judge  advocate,  ap- 
pointed June  I,  1909.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
the  Franklin  Qub  and  to  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

Dr.  Foster  married  Sadie  E.  Ritts,  whose 
reputation  as  a  vocalist  is  State-wide. 


RALPH  CLAPP  PLUMER  is  one  of  the 
substantial  residents  of  Franklin,  where  he 
holds  a  position  vi^ith  the  General  Manifold  & 
Printing  Company  besides  looking  after  his  in- 
terests in  oil  and  gas.  His  business  life  has 
been  devoted  to  various  occupations.  Mr. 
Plumer  possesses  many  of  the  qualities  dis- 
tinctive of  the  family  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
several  of  whose  members  have  been  leading 
citizens  of  Venango  county,  where  the  name 
has  been  esteemed  throughout  a  long  and 
honorable  connection  with  the  material  and 
social  development  of  this  section.  He  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  F.  Plumer,  at  one  time  post- 
master at  Franklin,  and  a  nephew  of  Arnold 
Plumer,  Congressman,  State  treasurer  and 
otherwise  influential  in  public  affairs  in  his 
day. 

The  Plumers  are  of  English  extraction,  and 
the  name  also  appears  as  Plume  and  Plum- 
mer.  The  arms  of  the  family  are :  Per  chevron 
fleury  counter  fleury  gules  and  argent  three 
martlets.  Crest:  A  demilion  gules;  in  his 
paw  a  garb  or.  Motto:  Con  Sulto  et 
audacitor, 

Francis  Plumer  or  Plummer  was  probably 
from  Berkshire,  England,  though  some  author- 
ities say  Wales,  coming  to  America  in  the 
year  1633  ^^ith  a  company  from  Newbury,  in 
Berkshire.  He  took  the  freeman's  oath  in  Bos- 
ton May  14,  1634.  In  1635,  when  the  company 
came  up  Little  river  to  found  the  town  of 
Quascaquenquen  (Newberry),  he  was  the  sec- 
ond to  land,  Nicholas  Noyes  being  first.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  trustees  of  the  town, 
where  he  acquired  an  excellent  farm,  and  the 
meeting  house,  also  used  as  the  school  and 
town  house,  stood  on  his  land.  His  farm  con- 
tinued to  be  owned  and  cultivated  by  his  de- 
scendants for  more  than  two  hundred  years, 
his  posterity  including  a  number  of  distin- 
guished men.  He  was  a  linen  weaver,  and  be- 
sides following  his  trade  kept  an  inn.  His  first 
wife,  Ruth,  died  July  17  or  Aug.  18,  1647. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Ann  Palmer, 
who  died  Oct.  18,  1665 ;  and  his  third  mar- 
riage was  to  Mrs.  Beatrice  Cantleberry,  of  Sa- 
lem, on  Nov.  27-28,  1666.  We  have  record  of 
his  children  as  follows :  Samuel,  bom  in  1619, 
died  1702,  married  about  1646  Mary  Bifield; 
Joseph  was  next  in  the  line  we  are  tracing; 
Hannah,  bom  1632,  married  May  3,  1653,  Sam- 
uel Moores:  Mary,  born  1634,  also  married. 
The  father  died  Jan.  17,  1672-73.  Among  his 
descendants  was  George  Plummer,  said  to  have 
been  the  first  white  child  bom  west  of  the 
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Allegheny  mountains,  and  who  was  the  first 
Congressman  elected  from  that  section. 

Joseph  Plumer,  son  of  Francis,  was  bom  in 
England  in  1630  and  accompanied  his  parents 
to  this  country.  He  lived  upon  the  south  side 
of  Parker,  in  the  town  of  Newbury,  and  was 
made  a  freeman  in  1670.  His  death  occurred 
Dec.  II,  1683.  On  Dec.  23,  1652,  he  married. 
Sarah  Cheney,  daughter  of  John  Cheney,  of 
Rowley,  Mass.,  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  Joseph,  bom  Sept.  11,  1654,  married 
Jan.  20,  1685,  Hannah  Swett;  Benjamin,  bom 
Oct.  23,  1656,  married  Jan.  15,  1678,  Mary 
Wood;  Sarah,  born  May  13,  1660,  died  May 
26,  1676:  Francis,  bom  April  23,  1662,  died 
Dec.  5,  1663;  Francis  (2),  bom  Feb.  25,  1664, 
married  May  10,  1700,  Mary  Ellithrop;  Na- 
thaniel, born  Jan.  31,  1666,  was  next  in  the 
family ;  Jonathan  is  mentioned  below ;  Abigail, 
bom  July  15  or  26,  1674,  died  Dec.  11,  1683. 

Jonathan  Plumer,  son  of  Joseph,  was  bom 
May  13,  1668,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1726.  On 
June  10,  1696,  he  married  Sarah  Pearson, 
daughter  of  John  Pearson,  of  Rowley,  and  their 
children  were :  John,  mentioned  below ;  Daniel, 
born  Jan.  7,  1699,  who  married  Jan.  3.  1734, 
Abigail  Wheeler;  Mary,  bom  Dec.  6, 1701,  who 
married  Jan.  26,  1725,  Nathan  Wheeler;  Jona- 
than, born  May  or  Aug.  14,  1705,  who  married 
in  1732  Mary  Johnson ;  Josiah,  bom  ^larch  25, 
1708 :  and  Sarah,  bom  June  28,  17 10,  who  mar- 
ried Nov.  9,  1732,  Daniel  Pierce. 

John  Plumer,  son  of  Jonathan,  born  March 
25,  1697,  married  Jan.  30,  1722,  Rebecca 
Wheeler,  and  had  children:  John,  bom  Dec. 
15.  1722.  who  married  March  4,  1750,  Abigail 
Dale:  Jonathan,  mentioned  below;  Rebecca, 
bom  Nov.  14,  1728,  who  married  Dec.  7.  1749, 
Sylvanus  Plumer;  and  Sarah,  born  May  5, 
1737,  who  married  Nov.  28,  1764,  Nicholas 
Currier. 

Jonathan  Plumer,  son  of  John  and  Rebecca 
f Wheeler),  was  born  April  13,  1724,  in  New- 
bury, Mass.,  where  he  grew  up.  About  1749- 
50.  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  re- 
moved to  Pennsylvania  with  his  three  sons,  and 
his  strong  character  was  soon  evidenced  in 
the  prominence  he  attained  among  his  new 
associates.  He  did  military  duty  during  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  acting^  as  commissary 
in  Braddock's  expedition  against  Fort  Du- 
Ouesne  in  175  s;.  The  English  bfeing  defeated, 
he  and  his  wife  sought  refuge  at  Fort  Cum- 
berland In  T7c8  he  served  as  quartermaster 
under  General  Forbes,  and  was  with  him  when 
the  English  forces  took  possession  of  Fort 
DuOuesne  and  changed  the  name  to  Pitts- 
burgh.   Shortly  after  this  Col.  George  Croghan 


obtained  a  grant  of  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  Allegheny  river, 
extending  from  Two  Mile  mn  to  the  Nar- 
rows, and  Jonathan  Plumer,  becoming  interest- 
ed in  this  tract,  settled  on  it  in  the  summer 
of  1761,  building  a  cabin  **by  the  permission 
of  Col.  Henry  Bouquet."  He  made  numerous 
important  improvements  on  the  property,  and 
subsequently  sold  his  interests  to  Colonel 
Croghan.  On  June  6,  1744,  Jonathan  Plumer 
married  Mehitable  Herriman,  who  died  in 
Newbury  in  1749-50,  and  in  1754  he  married 
(second)  Anna  Farrell,  of  Oldtown,  Md.  The 
three  children  of  the  first  union  were :  Nathan- 
iel, mentioned  below;  Paul,  born  in  1746,  who 
married  Hannah  Woodbridge;  and  Jonathan, 
bom  in  1748,  who  married  Hannah  Brown. 
There  were  four  children  by  the  second  mar- 
riage: William,  bom  1755;  John,  bom  1759; 
George,  bom  Dec.  5,  1762,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Lowry  and  (second)  Martha  Dean; 
and  Nancy,  wife  of  Robert  Hays. 

Nathaniel  Pltuner,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  in  1745  ^^  Newbury,  Mass.,  went  with 
his  father  to  Pennsylvania  in  childhood,  and 
settled  in  the  westem  part  of  the  State,  pur- 
chasing four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Monongahela  river,  embrac- 
ing part  of  the  site  of  Mount  Washington, 
which  became  one  of  the  wards  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh.  He  located  there  in  1789.  Among 
his  children  was  a  son  Samuel. 

Samuel  Plumer,  son  of  Nathaniel,  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Allegheny  county.  Pa.  He 
was  born  Oct.  6,  1772,  and  in  1800  moved  to 
Jackson  township,  Venango  county,  but  he  re- 
turned to  Allegheny  ten  years  later  and  re- 
mained there  until  his  death,  Oct.  31,  1820.  On 
Feb.  4,  1796,  he  married  Patty  Adams,  who 
was  bom  Aug.  15,  1770,  in  Rowley,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Capt.  Benj.  and  Mary  (Harriman) 
Adams,  and  died  Oct.  2,  1847,  at  Franklin,  Pa., 
whither  she  removed  with  her  family  after  Mr. 
Plumer's  death.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Walker,  born  Nov.  24,  1796,  died  in 
1859;  Mary  Harriman,  bom  Jan.  20,  1799, 
married  Jan.  13,  1818,  John  McCalmont,  and 
died  Sept.  3,  1848,  in  Franklin;  Arnold,  bom 
June  5,  1801,  died  April  28,  1869,  after  a  re- 
markable career :  Benjamin  Adams,  born  Sept. 
24,  1803,  died  March  22,  1856,  in  Franklin, 
after  honorable  public  service  as  postmaster 
of  that  city,  county  treasurer  and  associate 
judge r  Samuel  F.  is  mentioned  below;  Patty 
Adams,  bom  March  19,  i8og,  died  May  28, 
1859,  i"  Akron,  Ohio,  was  married  Feb.  21, 
183Q,  to  Rev.  Cyrus  W.  Clarke,  of  Allegheny 
College,  Meadville,  Pa. :  Hannah  W.,  born  May 
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21,  1811,  was  married  Sept.  i,  1831,  to  Rev. 
John  Robinson,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1886,  at 
Staten  Island,  New  York. 

Samuel  F.  Plumer  was  born  July  16,  1806, 
in  Jackson  township,  Venango  county,  and 
died  Dec.  2,  1861,  very  suddenly,  at  Kittanning, 
Pa.,  while  returning  from  a  trip  to  Pittsburgh. 
He  is  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery.  He  w  as 
a  prominent  resident  of  Franklin  for  a  number 
of  years,  following  the  mercantile  business 
here  and  serving  as  postmaster.  Later  he  went 
to  Clarion  county  and  became  interested  in  the 
operation  of  furnaces,  owning  the  Jefferson, 
Clinton,  Buchanan  and  Sarah  Furnaces,  which 
he  worked  successfully,  continuing  in  this  bus- 
iness for  many  years.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
business  capacity,  handling  all  his  undertakings 
well.  On  July  23,  1840,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  Power,  daughter  of  George  Power, 
of  Franklin,  whose  biography  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Six  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  John  R.  is  deceased;  Benja- 
min A.,  deceased,  married  Myra  Adams,  who 
is  now  living  in  Oil  City ;  Mary  C,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Harland  Durand,  and  died  at 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. :  Myra  A.  is  the  wife  of  J. 
B.  Moorhead,  of  Franklin,  Pa.;  Catherine, 
wife  of  Judge  John  McCalmont  Miller,  died 
at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  in  March,  1917;  Ralph 
Clapp  is  mentioned  below.  The  mother  of  this 
family  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

Ralph  Clapp  Plumer  was  born  Feb.  7,  1849, 
at  the  old  Jefferson  Furnace  in  Clarion  county, 
Pa.,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools.  Later  he  attended  the  Edin- 
boro  (Pa.)  Normal  School  and  the  institu- 
tion now  known  as  State  College,  as  well  as 
private  schools,  being  given  excellent  advan- 
tages. In  his  early  manhood  he  engaged  in 
the  production  of  oil  in  Venango  county,  giv- 
ing up  that  business  after  some  years  to  enter 
other  lines.  He  is  now  holding  a  position  with 
the  General  Manifold  &  Printing  Company  in 
Franklin,  where  he  makes  his  home. 

On  Sept.  3,  1876,  Mr.  Plumer  married  Mar- 
garet Dieringer,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  namely :  Samuel  R. ;  Joseph  D. ;  Pat- 
ty, who  was  united  in  marriage  on  Oct. 
23,  1917,  with  P.  M.  Frampton,  formerly 
of  Transfer,  Mercer  Co..  Pa.,  now  a  wholesale 
and  retail  lumber  dealer  of  Pittsburgh,  where 
they  reside;  Estella.  wife  of  Walter  L.  Busch, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Myra  M.,  wife  of  Robert 
Lamberton,  of  Franklin ;  Charles  P. :  Anna  M.. 
wife  of  Leroy  Lasalle  Reib:  Catherine  M., 
living  at  home;  Donald  McCalmont:  and 
Frederick  Arnold.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plumer 
are     members    of    the     Methodist    Episcopal 


Church.  They  have  been  conspicuously  use- 
ful in  local  welfare  work  and  the  social  bet- 
terment of  the  community. 

Mrs.  Plumer  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Margaret  (Gardner)  Dieringer  and  a  native 
of  New  Castle,  Pa.,  whence  she  came  to  Frank- 
lin in  1866.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dieringer  had  the 
following  children :  John  C,  who  died  at  New- 
Castle,  Pa. ;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Senator  Ben- 
jamin Gaman,  both  dying  at  Plymouth,  Mass. ; 
Joseph,  deceased;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Ralph  C. 
Plumer ;  William  R.,  deceased ;  and  Charles  P., 
who  lives  on  Liberty  street,  in  Franklin,  Pa., 
and  has  been  successful,  being  well  known. 

EDWARD  RAY  INMAN.  of  Franklin, 
has  in  his  capacity  of  patent  attorney  and  con- 
sulting engineer  found  a  congenial  field  for 
his  labors  in  Venango  county,  where  he  has 
been  established  since  1899.  Though  a  native 
of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Inman  is  of 
old  American  and  Pennsylvania  stock,  the 
original  settler  of  the  family  in  this  country 
having  been  Edward  Inman,  who  came  to 
Delaware  about  1636  and  engaged  in  the  smelt- 
ing of  iron,  being  largely  instrumental  in  the 
development  of  that  industry  in  his  day. 

Elijah  Inman,  great-great-grandfather  of 
Edward  Ray  Inman.  emigrated  with  a  colony 
from  Connecticut  to  the  Wyoming  valley  in 
Pennsylvania,  taking  with  him  to  his  new 
location  seven  sons,  three  of  whom  were  killed 
in  the  notorious  Wyoming  massacre,  their 
names  being  engraved  on  a  monument  erected 
to  commemorate  the  event,  on  the  spot  where 
the  massacre  occurred,  called  the  Forty  Fort 
Monument.  One  brother  escaped  from  the 
massacre,  and  one  was  in  the  Continental  army. 
The  youngest,  Edward,  was  detailed  to  con- 
duct the  women  and  children  through  the 
wilderness  from  Wilkes-Barre,  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, to  Easton,  on  the  Delaware  river,  en- 
during privation,  suffering  and  toil  on  the 
journey.  He  afterward  became  a  colonel  and 
served  in  that  capacity  in  the  war  of  181 2. 
This  Col.  Edward  Inman  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  Edward  Ray  Inman.  He  and  his 
wife  both  died  in  the  Wyoming  valley  in  Oc- 
tober, 1846,  within  one  week  of  each  other. 
The  Colonel  was  eighty-four  and  his  wife 
eighty-two  years  old,  and  they  had  lived  to- 
gether sixty-two  years  and  raised  a  family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  John  E.  was  the  last 
survivor. 

John  E.  Inman,  grandfather  of  Edward  Ray 
Inman,  was  born  in  the  Wyoming  valley,  in 
Planover  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.,  May  23, 
1799.  He  removed  thence  to  Milledgeville, 
Carroll  Co.,  111.,  in  April,  1857.  the  only  time 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


699 


that  he  changed  his  place  of  residence  during 
the  course  of  his  long  life.  Mr.  Inman  died 
suddenly,  at  his  home  in  Wysox  township,  on 
Monday,  Jan.  31,  1876,  after  a  long  career  of 
usefulness  and  industry,  which  was  rewarded 
with  a  very  bountiful  share  of  life's  blessings. 
He  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Hannis),  who  sur- 
vived him  about  one  month,  had  journeyed  to- 
gether through  life  upward  of  fifty-six  years, 
and  they  reared  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely:  Edward,  Elijah, 
George,  Levi,  Whitney,  Harriet,  Annice  and 
Mary.  Harriet  and  Mary  survived  their 
father;  Annice,  wife  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Frease, 
died  a  few  years  before  him,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Mary  A.  Frease.  Three  of  the  sons, 
Edward,  Elijah  and  Levi,  and  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Harriet  Fisher,  were  residing  in  Rock 
county.  Wis.,  at  the  time  of  the  father's  death  ; 
George  was  then  living  in  Crawford  county, 
Iowa;  Whitney  and  Mrs.  L.  F.  Eastabrooks 
in  Wysox  township,  Carroll  Co.,  Illinois. 

Col.  Edward  Inman.  son  of  John  E.  and 
Mary  (Hannis)  Inman,  was  born  Dec.  3,  1822, 
in  Luzerne  county,  Pa.,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1892, 
at  his  home  in  Bradford  township,  Rock  Co., 
Wis.  His  early  life  was  passed  in  his  native 
county.  For  a  short  time  (about  1850)  he 
served  in  the  capacity  of  conductor  on  the  rail- 
road between  Albany  and  Schenectady,  N. 
Y.,  and  during  this  experience  he  met  with 
an  accident  in  which  he  sustained  a  broken 
leg,  which  incapacitated  him  for  military  serv- 
ice. However,  he  was  versed  in  the  manual 
of  arms  and  in  infantry  tactics,  and  was  active 
as  a  drillmaster  in  the  State  militia,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  service  rendered  in  this 
respect  received  the  title  and  rank  of  colonel 
upon  the  governor's  staff  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  removal  from  Pennsylvania  to  Wisconsin 
occurred  in  1857,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  he  was  active  in  training  re- 
cruits for  military  service.  He  was  well  read 
in  several  branches  of  law  and  his  advice  was 
much  sought  on  business  and  legal  subjects 
by  neighbors  and  friends.  He  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  almost  continuously 
during  his  residence  in  Wisconsin,  and  was 
ever  ready  to  assist  soldiers  and  war  widows  in 
all  business  matters,  especially  those  relating 
to  pensions,  and  his  services  in  such  cases 
were  always  rendered  free  of  charge.  He  was 
an  earnest  student  of  political  subjects,  and 
an  interested  reader  of  "Harper's  Weekly" 
until  it  turned  against  General  Grant ;  from 
that  time  on  this  publication  was  not  allowed 
to  appear  upon  his  reading  table.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer  in  Wisconsin,  and  was  the 


owner  of  560  acres  of  valuable  agricultural 
land.  The  Qinton  (Wis.)  Herald  of  Jan. 
19,  1892,  spoke  thus  at  the  time  of  his  decease : 
"It  is  with  sorrow  that  we  have  occasion  to 
speak  this  week  of  the  de^th  of  Col.  E.  In- 
man, who,  since  1857,  has  been  a  highly  re- 
spected and  prosperous  resident  of  the  town 
of  Bradford.  For  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  county  board  and  has  held  numerous  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust." 

On  March  8,  1852,  Colonel  Inman  was  mar- 
ried to  Margaret  J.  Muchler,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.,  who  survived  him  with  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  still  living,  as  is  also  Mrs. 
Inman,  who  makes  her  home  at  Janesvill^, 
Wisconsin. 

Edward  Ray  Inman  was  born  July  25,  1864, 
in  Bradford  township.  Rock  Co.,  Wis.,  and 
there  attended  the  district  schools  up  to  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  after  which  he  was  a  student 
at  Milton  College,  Milton,  Wis.,  two  years. 
He  taught  school  one  year,  and  read  law  two 
years  in  the  office  of  Erwin  and  Benedict, 
patent  attorneys,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  He  has 
practiced  before  the  United  States  Patent 
Office  since  1890,  his  United  States  Registry 
number  being  197.  In  August,  1887,  Mr.  In- 
man was  appointed  clerk  and  official  steno- 
grapher of  the  Municipal  court  for  Rock 
county,  continuing  in  that  position  for  the  next 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  resided  at 
Janesville,  where  he  made  his  home  until  June, 
1897.  Upon  resigning  as  clerk  of  the  court 
he  entered  the  manufacturing  business,  which 
he  carried  on  for  three  years,  when  he  en- 
tered into  the  practice  of  patent  soliciting  to- 
gether with  experimental  work  on  internal 
combustion  motors.  Removing  to  Indianap- 
olis, Ind.,  in  June,  1897,  he  resided  there  two 
years,  while  with  the  Indianapolis  Engine 
Company  as  chief  designer,  and  during  the 
two  years  following  was  at  Oil  City,  Pa.,  from 
April  I,  1899,  to  March  i,  1901,  in  the  service 
of  the  Oil  City  Boiler  Works,  engaged  upon 
experimental  work  with  oil  engines.  He  has 
since  lived  at  Franklin,  where  he  was  with 
the  Chicago  Pneumatic  Tool  Company  four 
years  in  the  capacity  of  draftsman,  spending 
a  large  portion  of  that  time  in  designing  jigs, 
tools  and  fixtures.  In  June,  1906,  Mr.  Inman 
opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  patent 
soliciting  and  as  consulting  engineer,  in  which 
work  he  has  continued  to  the  present.  He  has 
given  practically  all  of  his  attention  to  this 
work,  in  which  he  has  been  successful.  While 
a  resident  of  Janesville  Mr.  Inman  served  two 
years  as  member  of  the  city  council,  but  he  has 
not  been  active  in  the  administration  of  pub- 
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lie  affairs  in  Venango  county.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  Dec.  22,  1892,  Mr.  Inman  was  married, 
at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  to  Laura  Austin  Sheldon, 
a  native  of  that. place,  daughter  of  Edward 
Austin  Sheldon  and  Frances  Bradford  (Stiles) 
Sheldon,  and  they  have  four  children,  Edward 
Ray.  Margaret  Laura,  Dorothy  and  Frances 
Stiles.  The  son  is  a  student  at  Allegheny  Col- 
lege, Meadville,  Pa.,  the  daughters  attending 
school  in  Franklin.  Mr.  Inman  belongs  to  The 
First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  to  First  Church  of  Christ,  Scien- 
tist, Franklin,  Pa.,  which  he  has  served  three 
years  as  second  reader.  His  wife  and  family 
belong  to  the  same  church,  Mrs.  Inman  being 
the  present  first  reader. 

Dr.  Edward  Austin  Sheldon,  father  of 
Mrs.  Laura  Austin  (Sheldon)  Inman,  gave 
himself  to  educational  work  for  over  half  a 
century,  and  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  educator  of  the  State  of  New  York  hon- 
ored with  a  public  monument  in  recognition  of 
"his  achievements,  the  memorial  unveiled  in 
the  Capitol  building  at  Albany  Jan.  11,  1900, 
and  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  State  by  jthe  gov- 
ernor, Theodore  Roosevelt.  The  upbuilding 
and  development  of  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Oswego  will  undoubtedly  be  held  up  as  his 
most  notable  accomplishment,  the  concrete  em- 
bodiment of  the  ideas  which  inspired  him 
throughout  his  life  work.  But  he  planned 
broadly,  and  the  wide  influence  which  he  ex- 
erted places  him  among  the  great  leaders  of 
modern  advancement  in  teaching  methods, 
whose  labors  paved  the  way  for  effective  work 
in  his  chosen  profession. 

Dr.  Sheldon  was  born  Oct.  4,  1823,  at  Perry 
Center,  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Aug. 
26,  1897,  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  the  scene  of  his 
labors  during  practically  all  of  his  active 
years.  A  record  of  devotion  to  ideals  such  as 
his  life  presents  is  rare.  He  came  of  Puritan 
stock,  and  was  carefully  reared  amid  congenial 
surroundings,  evidently  conducive  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  conscientious  and  lofty  standards. 
He  made  several  ventures  before  he  found  the 
real  responsibilities  for  which  his  talents  and 
natural  inclinations  best  fitted  him.  Coming 
to  Oswego  in  early  manhood,  he  had  a  dis- 
couraging experience  in  unprofitable  business 
undertakings,  and  he  tried  both  the  law  and 
the  ministry  while  attempting  to  ''find  himself" 
and  his  real  place  in  life.  Then  he  became  in- 
terested in  educational  work  and  his  course 
was  determined.  How  he  came  to  a  realiza- 
tion of  the  necessity  for  his  special  work 
shows  that  he  held  the  fundamentals  of  the 


true  purpose  of  instruction  of  the  young  from 
the  beginning.  To  quote  from  an  article  on 
his  work  which  appeared  in  the  Circular  of 
Information  No.  8  (1891),  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Education  under  the  title  "Rise  and 
Growth  of  the  Normal  School  Idea  in  the 
United  States"  (prepared  by  Prof.  J.  P. 
Gordy)  :  "He  had  not  given  much  attention  to 
psychology,  and  had  little  acquaintance  with 
educational  theories.  But  the  whole  bent  of 
his  mind,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  his  early 
life,  led  him  to  insist  that  an  education  should 
be  real,  that  it  should  be  so  related  to  the  work 
of  life  as  to  be  practical  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  word.  With  that  deep  love  of  htunanity 
which  has  been  the  motive  of  all  great  teachers, 
he  improved  the  opportunity  offered  by  some 
months  of  leisure  in  1848  to  look  into  the 
condition  of  the  poor  in  Oswego.  The  ignor- 
ance and  misery  which  he  found  among  them 
amazed  him.  Day  after  day  he  was  to  be  found 
in  the  poorest  and  most  wretched  parts  of  the 
city,  becoming  acquainted  with  the  wants  and 
miseries  of  the  poor.  Full  of  pity  for  them  he 
induced  some  of  his  friends^to  help  organize 
an  'Orphan  and  Free  School  Association,' 
whose  object  was  to  found  a  home  for  the 
orphans  and  to  enable  the  poorer  children  of 
Oswego  to  go  to  school.  Through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  association  a  room  was  rented 
for  a  school,  and  to  his  own  surprise  and  re- 
gret he  found  everyone  looking  to  him  to  take 
charge  of  it.  And  so  it  happened  that  in  the 
winter  of  1848  and  1849  ^^  ^^^^  charge  of  his 
first  school — one  hundred  and  twenty  *wild 
Irish  boys  and  girls  of  all  ages  from  five  to 
twenty-one/  'utterly  rude  and  untrained.' " 
(His  first  salary  as  a  teacher  was  but  three 
hundred  dollars  a  year.)  "It  was  inevitable 
that  such  a  school  and  such  pupils  would  make 
a  lasting  impression  upon  such  a  man.  To 
him,  evidently,  education  was  not  a  mere  ex- 
ternal thing,  giving  a  certain  smoothness  and 
polish  to  the  surface  and  leaving  the  interior 
unchanged.  What  his  'wild  Irish  boys  and 
girls'  needed,  what  all  men  needed,  he  felt, 
was  an  education  that  prepares  for  the  stem 
work  of  life,  an  education  that  animates,  ener- 
gizes and  transforms  the  entire  man.  He  felt 
that  there  was  a  terrible  wrong  in  loading  the 
memories  of  boys  and  girls  with  words,  and 
calling  it  preparation  for  life.  The  feeling 
grew  upon  him  that  it  would  be  better  to  bring 
the  minds  of  his  pupils  into  more  direct  con- 
tact with  nature  and  reality;  in  a  word,  that 
the  educational  engine  should  be  reversed, 
and  instead  of  going  from  words  to  ideas,  the 
eflFort  should  be  first  to  develop  ideas  in  the 
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minds  of  children,  and  then  encourage  them  to 
express  them  in  words  of  their  own/* 

In  1853  Mr.  Sheldon  was  elected  superin- 
tendent of  the  public  schools  of  Oswego,  which 
had  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  through  his  in- 
fluence, been  organized  and  consolidated  under 
a  board  of  education.    Under  his  direction  the 
close    classification    now    common    was    soon 
adopted,   that  is,  the  system  of  giving  each 
teacher  but  one  class  of  children,  of  approxi- 
mately   the    same    age    and    same    stage    of 
advancement,    with    similar    daily    programs 
for  all  grades.     Record  of  the  standing  of 
the  pupils  was  kept  as  now.     Mr.   Sheldon 
had    the    satisfaction    of    seeing    the    system 
in    admirable    working    order,    but    it     did 
not  fill  his  ideas  of  what  teaching  should  ac- 
complish.    It  did  not  have  life  enough  to  do 
what  he  wanted  to  do  for  the  young  people  in 
his  care.     There  was  little  literature  on  the 
subject  available  to  him,  but  he  tried  work 
along  lines  suggested  in  the  few  works  which 
came  into  his  hands  which  offered  help  on 
the  subject  of  "object  lessons,"  which  from 
the  first  appealed  to  him  as  of  prime  import- 
ance in  awakening  young  minds  to  do  their 
own  thinking.    He  made  one  attempt  with  the 
geography  then  in  use,  having  an  edition  pub- 
lished without  any  text,  containing  only  the 
maps  and  pictures.    But  the  teachers  had  diffi- 
culty in  getting  along  without   their  accus- 
tomed helps,  and  no  method  had  as  yet  been 
devised    for   training  them  to  work   in   this 
manner,  so  the  result  was  somewhat  discour- 
aging.     Meeting   another    New    York    State 
superintendent  whose  ideas  were  in  accord  with 
his  own,  these  two  earnest  workers  resolved 
to  make  a   beginning  toward   providing  the 
facilities  which  they  considered  necessary  to 
assist   the   teachers   to   do   what   seemed   the 
proper  kind  of  work,  Mr.   Sheldon  agreeing 
to  prepare  a  set  of  reading  charts,  while  his 
friend  was  to  prepare  a  set  of  color  charts. 
Visiting  the  educational  department  of  Canada 
at  Toronto  shortly  afterward,  Mr.  Sheldon  was 
delighted  to  find  more  helps  of  the  kind  he 
sought  than  he  had  known  to  be  in  existence, 
including  apparatus  and  charts,  pictures   for 
aid  in  teaching  nearly  every   subject,  books 
discussing  educational  methods  and  principles, 
and  manuals  for  the  guidance  of  teachers.    He 
returned  to  Oswego   highly  encouraged  and 
enthusiastic,  and  determined  to  apply  his  new 
found  knowledge  without  delay  to  the  schools 
under  his  supervision.     He  began  with  a  de- 
tailed plan  of  work  for  the  primary  schools 
based  on  the  Pestalozzian  principles  (this  plan 
is  embodied  in  the  seventh  annual  report  of 


the  board  of  education  of  Oswego),  whose  ob- 
ject was  stated  to  be  "not  so  much  to  impart 
information  as  to  educate  the  senses,  arouse, 
quicken  and  develop  the  perceptive  and  con- 
ceptive  faculties,  lead  the  children  to  observe, 
awaken  a  spirit  of  inquiry." 

The  difficulties  attending  the  adoption  of  the 
new  plan  led  to  what  jvill  probably  be  consid- 
ered the  most  important  phase  of  Mr.  Shel- 
don's work,  the  training  of  teachers.  The 
teachers  at  first  "stoutly  resisted"  his  endeavor 
to  put  the  new  scheme  into  operation,  although 
he  explained  that  it  was  intended  to  ease  their 
work  and  enable  them  to  carry  it  on  more 
rationally  and  efficiently — objects  which  they 
admitted  that  it  accomplished  after  a  fair  trial. 
But  great  patience  and  courage  were  required 
during  the  experimental  stage.  The  first  year 
after  the  introduction  of  the  new  course  of 
study  Mr.  Sheldon  gave  all  his  time  and  energy 
to  the  introduction  of  the  new  methods  into 
the  first  year  or  lowest  grade  of  the  primary 
school.  He  met  the  teachers  of  this  grade 
every  Saturday,  and  during  the  following 
week  he  went  through  the  schools  of  this 
grade,  encouraging  and  aiding  them  in  carry- 
ing out  the  instructions  given  the  preceding 
Saturday.  The  second  year  he  pursued  the 
same  plan  with  the  next  higher  grade.  By  this 
time  the  work  began  to  attract  attention  out- 
side Oswego,  and  the  teachers  thus  trained 
were  offered  salaries  in  advance  of  those 
which  the  Oswego  board  felt  disposed  to  give. 
'Mr.  Sheldon  realized  that  he  was  trying  to  fill 
a  tub  whose  bottom  was  full  of  holes.  He 
found  that  he  was  training  teachers  for  the 
schools  of  other  cities,  and  that  if  the  wants 
of  his  own  schools  were  to  be  supplied  some 
method  must  be  devised  for  filling  all  vacan- 
cies with  trained  teachers.  With  this  object 
in  view  he  proposed  to  his  board  to  establish 
a  department  connected  with  the  public  school 
system  for  the  training  of  teachers,  to  which 
they  readily  assented. 

Thus  through  his  efforts  and  influence  the 
famous  Normal  School  of  Oswego  was  found- 
ed, competent  teachers  were  secured  from  the 
successful  "Home  and  Colonial  Training  In- 
stitution" of  London,  England,  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  the  work  according  to  the  most  ap- 
proved methods,  and  Dr.  Sheldon  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  school  in  1862,  serving  as 
its  principal  until  his  death.  The  fact  that 
the  Osweg^o  school  became  a  model  for  insti- 
tutions of  this  character,  and  that  its  graduates 
were  sought  all  over  the  country  by  com- 
munities who  recognized  the  value  of  their 
training,  shows  how  thoroughly  alive  he  al- 
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ways  remained  to  the  requirements  of  the 
day,  maintaining  his  leadership  by  the  sheer 
force  of  his  value  to  the  cause  of  education 
and  broadening  with  every  new  responsibility. 
There  was  seemingly  no  limit  to  his  capacity, 
for  though  well  beyond  seventy  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  still  in  the  midst  of  his 
accustomed  activities  with  no  apparent  abate- 
ment of  his  powers. 

According  to  an  act  passed  the  7th  of  April, 
1866,  the  Oswego  City  Training  School  be- 
came a  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
provided  certain  conditions  were  complied 
with,  and  this  having  been  done  the  build- 
ings, grounds  and  appliances  of  the  school 
were  accepted  by  the  State  March  27,  1867. 
Its  methods  and  results  and  standards  had 
even  then  become  famous,  and  Dr.  Sheldon 
saw  to  it  that  it  never  lost  anything  of  the 
reputation  so  well  won.  Its  influence  on  in- 
stitutions of  similar  character  throughout  the 
country  was  all  through  the  period  of  his 
principalship  his  influence,  and  a  number  of 
the  best  normal  schools  in  the  country  have 
been  patterned  on  its  model.  Its  graduates 
have  carried  the  gospel  of  sincerity  among  in- 
structors into  every  school  in  whidi  they  have 
been  found.  Dr.  Sheldon  wrote  and  published 
two  books  on  the  subject  nearest  his  heart, 
the  "Manual  of  Elementary  Training"  and 
"Lessons  on  Objects."  He  was  as  conspicu- 
ous for  his  own  broad  scholarship  as  for  his 
thorough  grasp  of  sound  educational  principles 
and  correct  methods  of  teaching,  and  his  judg- 
ment on  educational  propositions  and  systems. 
He  was  considered  the  most  distinguished  rep- 
resentative in  this  country  of  the  doctrines  of 
Pestalozzi  and  Froebel. 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  former  State  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  in  New  York 
and  at  one  time  president  of  the  National  Edu- 
cational Association  of  the  United  States,  de- 
livered a  notable  address  before  that  body 
July  7,  1898,  during  the  convention  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  the  year  after  Dr.  Sheldon's 
death,  which  was  published  in  1899  under  the 
title  "Life  and  Character  of  Edward  Austin 
Sheldon."  It  was  an  appreciative  review  of 
his  work,  of  his  high  personal  traits  and  their 
consecration  to  the  cause  to  which  he  devoted 
himself,  and  of  the  rich  harvests  which  suc- 
ceeded the  early  trials  of  disappointment  and 
discouragement,  all  so  bravely  faced.  The 
reader  is  enabled  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  Dr. 
Sheldon's  work  in  Mr.  Skinner's  chronicle  of 
"how  he  became  interested  in  the  free  school 
movement,  which  he  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don; how  he  organized  the  schools  of  Syracuse 


and  gave  them  an  impetus  they  still  feel ;  how 
he  was  called  back  to  Oswego  by  the  free 
school  party;  how  he  laid  his  plans  for  ad- 
vanced instruction  in  the  principles  and 
methods  of  teaching;  how,  in  spite  of  fierce 
opposition  and  ridicule,  he  steadfastly  inter- 
ested State  and  country  in  object  teaching,  and 
established  it  forever  as  a  mighty  force  in 
education;  how,  believing  in  patriotic  citizen- 
ship, he  offered  his  services  to  his  country  to 
preserve  the  Union  which  he  loved;  how  his 
plans  developed  into  a  school  for  the  training 
of  primary  teachers;  how  the  legislature  came 
to  his  aid  in  1862,  through  the  sympathy  of 
the  State  superintendent;  how,  in  1867,  the 
Oswego  Normal  School  was  accepted  as  a 
part  of  the  great  normal  school  system  of  the 
State;  how  for  thirty  years  he  worked  *like 
a  Hercules,'  as  Carlyle  says,  as  its  principal : 
how  he  resisted  tempting  offers  to  honorable 
fields  elsewhere,  preferring  to  finish  his  work 
here;  how  he  was  called  into  other  States  to 
assist  in  organizing  method  schools  upon  his 
plan;  how  men  and  women  were  attracted 
from  every  county  and  State  and  country  to 
come  within  the  charmed  circle  of  his  influ- 
ence, and  how  they  became  instruments  in  ex- 
tending that  influence  and  in  organizing  simi- 
lar schools  in  other  States  and  countries ;  how, 
inspired  by  his  growing  success,  institutions 
were  founded  to  uplift  the  colored  people  of 
the  South;  how  echoes  of  his  influence  came 
from  the  republics  of  South  America,  the 
Sandwich  islands,  and  from  far-away  Japan; 
how  his  methods  received  the  indorsement  of 
the  National  Educational  Association — a  grand 
achievement,  indeed ;  how  he  wrote  the  books 
which  have  helped  others  and  extended  his 
power  for  good;  how  at  the  great  Columbian 
exposition  he  was  an  honored  figure  in  edu- 
cational deliberations,  and  received  a  medal 
of  honor  for  his  beloved  institution  *for  excel- 
lence of  equipment,  method  and  wise  useful- 
ness' :  and  how,  finally,  discouragement  gave 
place  to  hope,  and  defeat  was  crowned  with 
glorious  victory.  Surely  the  *end  crowned  the 
work,'  and  patient,  self-sacrificing  service  had 
its  reward The  light  of  his  life  pene- 
trated the  atmosphere  of  many  a  life  which 
touched  his  own.  and  this  light  will  shine  on 
for  years  and  ages,  and  be  transmitted  to  bless 
generations  which  he  will  never  see.  We  who 
are  left  should  rejoice  that  our  friend  did  not 

outlive  his  work His  last  days  were 

occupied   with   plans  and   hopes    for   further 
usefulness  to  the  institution  with  which  he  had 

long  been  identified The  fifty  years  which 

lay  behind  him  were  an  inspiration  rather  than 
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a  memory.  His  face  was  always  toward  the 
rising  sun.     His  ideas  will  not  perish.     They 

have  taken  too  deep  root With  the  lapse 

of  time  his  fame  as  an  educator  will  grow 
greater,  and  his  name  will  stand  among  the 
masters  of  learning  who  have  given  the  best 
service  of  their  Hves  to  the  uplifting  of  human- 
ity through  education." 

In  i8^  Dr.  Sheldon  received  the  A.  M. 
degree  from  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y.,  from 
v^rhich  college  he  had  not  been  able  to  gradu- 
ate on  account  oT  ill  health.  The  Ph.  D.  de- 
gree was  confirmed  in  1875  by  the  Regents 
of  the  University  of  New  York. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Sheldon  was  Frances  Brad- 
ford Stiles,  born  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  April  9, 
1826,  whose  death  occurred  in  Oswego  in 
March,  1896.  Her  ancestry  traces  back  direct- 
ly to  the  "Mayflower"  pilgrims ;  she  was  also 
a  direct  descendant  of  Ezra  Stiles,  founder  of 
Y^ale  College. 

VALENTINE  SMITH  SUTTON  has  a 
beautiful  farm  property  in  Irwin  township, 
Venango  county,  on  the  Pittsburgh  pike  thir- 
teen miles  southwest  of  Franklin,  the  county 
seat.  It  includes  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father,  Reuben  Sutton,  by  whom  it  was  pur- 
chased about  seventy-five  years  ago,  and  no 
better  index  of  the  business-like  character  of 
father  and  son  could  be  desired  than  the  stand- 
ards in  evidence  all  about  the  estate.  Mr.  Sut- 
ton's chief  occupation  is  agriculture,  with  stock 
raising  as  the  leading  line,  but  he  has  also 
utilized  the  other  resources  of  his  land,  which 
is  very  rich  in  available  wealth  of  various 
kinds.  It  has  been  in  good  hands  for  .produc- 
tive purposes,  for  no  property  deteriorates  in 
the  possession  of  the  Suttons.  From  the  time 
of  their  arrival  in  V^enango  county  the  mem- 
bers of  this  family  have  been  reckoned  among 
its  most  desirable  citizens,  contributing  their 
full  share  to  its  material  advancement,  to  the 
establishment  of  social  and  educational  insti- 
tutions and  to  the  administration  of  the  local 
government.  None  of  them  has  aspired  to 
powerful  public  position,  but  all  have  been 
helpful  members  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  have  spent  their  lives. 

Mr.  Sutton  was  born  in  Irwin  township  Jan. 
7,  1850,  son  of  Reuben  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Sutton  and  grandson  of  Reuben  and  Ann 
(Armstrong)  Sutton.  The  grandparents  came 
from  Harford  county,  Md.,  where  the  Arm- 
strongs were  slaveholders  in  the  old  days. 
They  removed  to  Pennsylvania  when  their  son 
Reuben  was  a  boy  of  eight  years,  and  made  a 
settlement  in  the  southern  part  of  Venango 


county,  in  Irwin  township,  one  mile  west  of 
the  present  home  of  Valentine  S.  Sutton.  Reu- 
ben Sutton  (Sr.)  made  a  good  farm  there  be- 
fore he  died,  though  he  only  lived  to  reach 
middle  age.  His  wife  outlived  him  many 
years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters :  Solomon,  a  farmer  and  later  an  oil . 
operator,  died  in  this  county  when  past  eighty 
years  of  age ;  he  married  Alma  A.  Knowlton, 
and  they  had  nine  children,  of  whom  only  one 
now  hves  in  Venango  county,  Mrs.  David  R. 
Eakin,  of  Bullion.  Reuben  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Elizabeth  married  a  man  named  Reuben 
Sutton  (no  relative)  and  died  in  Irwin  town- 
ship at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  The 
other  daughter  married  William  Bigler  and  re- 
moved to  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  where  she  died 
at  an  advanced  age. 

Reuben  Sutton  (Jr.)  was  bom  in  Maryland 
and  spent  his  early  years  there.  Coming  to  this 
region  when  it  was  unsettled,  he  was  deprived 
of  many  of  the  advantages  to  be  had  in  older 
communities,  but  his  natural  ability  made  up 
for  any  defects  of  youthful  opportunity  and  he 
became  one  of  the  most  successful  men  of  his 
generation.  His  self-reliance  and  courage  were 
no  doubt  strengthened  by  the  practical  train- 
ing which  he  received  and  the  necessity  for  as- 
suming responsibility  when  still  very  young. 
He  was  but  twenty-two  years  old  when  he 
bought  the  property  now  included  in  the  farm 
of  his  son  Valentine  S.  Sutton,  about  1842,  and 
there  he  lived  and  worked  for  almost  forty 
years,  making  many  valuable  improvements  on 
his  tract,  which  comprised  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres.  In  1867  he  built  the  brick  residence 
which  is  still  standing  there.  During  the  latter 
seventies  he  removed  to  Clinton  township,  this 
county,  locating  near  the  Foster  schoolnouse, 
and  there  made  heavy  investments  in  oil  lands, 
acquiring  the  ownership  of  twenty-five  hundred 
acres  of  such  holdings  and  turning  his  atten- 
tion largely  to  the  production  of  oil.  In  this 
as  in  his  other  ventures  he  was  very  prosper- 
ous, earning  his  good  fortune  by  diligent  at- 
tention to  all  his  interests,  which  became  very 
extensive.  His  landed  property  in  Irwin  and. 
Clinton  townships  alone  reached  a  total  of 
about  three  thousand  acres,  and  he  also  owned 
farms  in  various  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, yielding  him  an  income  which  enabled 
him  to  engage  in  remunerative  financial  oper- 
ations. By  uprightness  in  all  his  business 
transactions  he  gained  and  held  the  confidence 
of  all  who  had  dealings  with  him,  exemplify- 
ing his  fine  Christian  character  in  every  rela- 
tion of  life,  and  particularly  in  his  generosity 
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to  those  who  needed  it.  He  served  his  fellow 
citizens  in  a  number  of  minor  public  offices, 
being  well  fitted  to  handle  such  matters  effi- 
ciently. In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Demo- 
crat, later  becoming  a  Republican. 

When  twenty-five  years  old  Mr.  Sutton 
married  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  Valentine 
Smith.  She  was  a  native  of  York  county. 
Pa.,  three  years  his  junior,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty,  at  Bullion,  this  county.  There  Mr. 
Sutton's  death  also  occurred,  in  January,  1892, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-two  years,  six 
months,  twenty-two  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sut- 
ton w6re  among  the  influential  members  of  the 
Pleasant  View  M.  E.  Church,  which  was  lo- 
cated near  their  farm,  and  he  is  buried  in  the 
Pleasant  View  cemetery.  Of  their  six  chil- 
dren, Jerome,  who  was  a  farmer  in  Irwin 
township,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Sarah 
married  Sylvester  Welton,  a  farmer  of  Vic- 
tory township,  this  county.  Elmira  Jane  (Jen- 
nie) is  the  widow  of  Shadrach  Simcox,  of 
Franklin.  Mary  Ann  is  the  wife  of  George 
A.  Blair,  of  Clintonville.  John  Homer  is  a 
farmer  at  Grove  City,  Pa.  Valentine  Smith 
completes  the  family. 

Valentine  Smith  Sutton  was  reared  at  his 
present  home,  living  with  his  parents  up  to 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  Meantime  he 
obtained  a  good  education  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  learned  the  details  of  agriculture, 
for  which  he  found  ample  opportunity  on  the 
farm,  his  father  having  an  extensive  area 
under  cultivation.  When  he  married  and 
started  out  for  himself  he  located  on  a  farm 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  but  in  1897 
he  returned  to  the  homestead,  buying  it  from 
his  brother  Jerome.  He  has  been  going  for- 
ward with  the  work  of  improvement  ever 
since,  and  modem  conditions  prevail  in  every 
part  of  the  property,  which  is  conceded  to  be 
the  most  attractive  farm  between  Franklin 
and  Slippery  Rock.  In  1899  he  erected  a  large 
bam,  and  he  has  extended  the  limits  of  the 
farm  considerably,  having  now  five  hundred 
acres.  He  raises  general  crops,  and  pays  par- 
ticular attention  to  stock  farming,  keeping 
high-grade  cattle  of  all  kinds,  including  a  fine 
flock  of  sheep  now  numbering  three  hundred. 
Mr.  Sutton  has  adopted  up-to-date  scientific 
methods  in  all  his  work,  thus  facilitating  oper- 
ations and  increasing  production.  Both  gas 
and  oil  in  paying  quantities  have  been  found 
upon  his  land,  and  he  himself  operates  five 
gas  wells  which  provide  most  of  the  supply 
needed  at  the  State  Institution  at  Polk.  Six 
producing  oil  wells  bring  in  a  substantial  in- 
come, but  he  has  left  their  operation  to  others. 


under  lease.  Mr.  Sutton  is  a  vigorous  factor 
in  the  success  of  any  enterprise  which  enlists 
his  interest,  and  he  has  been  zealous  in  public 
matters  whenever  he  felt  he  covild  help,  his 
services  in  a  number  of  the  local  offices  hav- 
ing been  keenly  appreciated  by  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. He  is  a  Republican  in  political  doctrine. 
Like  his  father,  he  has  done  as  much  for  his 
locality,  indirectly,  by  influencing  the  trend 
of  progress,  as  he  has  for  his  own  benefit. 

On  Sept.  22,  1875,  Mr.  Sutton  married  Ma- 
linda  Foster,  who  died  Sept.  26,  1915.  Three 
children  were  bom  to  this  union,  namely :  Wil- 
da  Gertrude,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Hoflfman,  is  now  op- 
erating one  of  her  father's  farms ;  John  Loren- 
za,  the  only  son,  is  an  invalid;  Blanche,  Mrs. 
S.  E.  Gibb,  is  engaged  in  teaching  and  in  the 
operation  of  oil  land  at  Mechanics ville.  Mrs. 
Gibb  became  a  music  teacher  some  years  ago 
and  is  still  very  active  in  local  musical  matters, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  Pleasant 
View  M.  E.  Church.  On  Dec.  13,  1916,  Mr. 
Sutton  married  (second)  Gertrude  Allen, 
daughter  of  J.  P.  and  Mary  (Cochran)  Allen. 
She  was  educated  at  Grove  City  College,  and 
taught  school  in  Venango  county  for  four 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  are  members  of 
the  Pleasant  View  M.  E.  Church. 

HEXRY  H.  RAND  was  one  of  the  most 
truly  honored  residents  of  Oil  City.  It  is  con- 
ceded that  there  have  been  comparatively  few 
of  its  citizens  who  gave  themselves  so  whole- 
heartedly through  life  to  doing  for  others,  and 
the  dominant  place  m  civic„  church  and  social 
circles  which  he  filled  for  many  years  drew  its 
power  entirely  from  his  desire  to  be  worth 
something  to  his  fellow  men.  It  was  an  am- 
bition which  he  was  ready  to  achieve  at  any 
sacrifice,  though  it  is  unlikely  that  he  ever  re- 
garded the  time  and  eflFort  he  spent  as  such. 
Although  still  in  the  midst  of  his  activities 
when  called  from  this  life,  Oct.  15,  1916.  he 
was  in  his  seventy-seventh  year  and  the  oldest 
merchant  in  active  business  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Rand  was  bom  Jan.  17,  1840,  near 
Salem,  Mass.,  and  his  surviving  brother  and 
sisters  still  reside  in  that  State:  Herbert  L. 
Rand,  at  Worcester;  Mrs.  Lucy  Orcutt,  at 
Orange :  and  Mrs.  Edmond  Bridges,  at  War- 
ren. His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and 
meantime  he  received  a  good  education  in  the 
local  public  schools.  For  three  years  during 
his  young  manhood  he  filled  the  position  of 
supervisor  in  the  hospital  for  the  insane  at 
Northampton,  Mass.,  entering  upon  his  duties 
there  when  seventeen  years  old,  and  remaining 
until  failing  health  made  it  necessary  for  him 
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to  change  his  occupation.  It  was  then  that  he 
came  to  Oil  City,  in  i860,  attracted  like  most 
of  the  arrivals  of  that  time  by  the  oil  excite- 
ment, and  for  the  first  five  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  was  employed  in  the  new  in- 
dustry, working  in  the  department  of  trans- 
portation. In  1865  he  entered  into  a  partner- 
ship with  the  late  D.  R.  Merritt  and  opened 
a  grocery  store  on  Spring  street,  not  far  from 
the  present  location  of  the  business,  this  asso- 
ciation lasting  until  1880,  after  which  Mr. 
Rand  carried  on  the  establishment  alone,  it 
being  his  principal  business  interest  to  the 
close  of  his  life.  During  the  fifty-one  years 
of  his  active  connection  with  it,  all  of  his  con- 
temporaries of  1865  retired  or  passed  away, 
so  that  when  he  died  he  was  the  senior  mer- 
chant doing  business  in  Oil  City.  He  built 
up  a  large  trade  in  the  grocery  and  crockery 
lines,  and  sustained  an  unblemished  reputa- 
tion for  integrity  and  fairness  in  all  his  trans- 
actions, richly  deserving  the  substantial  re- 
wards of  a  prosperous  business  career.  The 
store  is  now  continued  by  his  estate. 

But  Mr.  Rand  had  many  claims  to  the  notice 
of  his  fellow  citizens  other  than  worldly  pros- 
perity. It  was  his  use  of  his  time  and  means 
that  won  him  their  loving  esteem,  his  method 
of  manifesting  his  sympathy  and  love  for  his 
feltows.  Foremost  among  his  activities  outside 
of  business  was  his  church  work.  After  sev- 
eral years  of  pleasant  association  with  t!)e 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  his  city  he  joined 
the  congregation  in  1875,  and  from  1877  he 
was  a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees,  of 
which  body  he  became  the  president  in  1900, 
holding  that  office  to  the  end  of  his  life.  For 
twenty-six  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  also 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  through- 
out that  period  maintaining  the  deepest  inter- 
est and  enthusiasm  in  its  work,  and  one  of 
his  most  enjoyable  experiences  was  the  occa- 
sion when,  on  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  beginning  of  his  services  as  superintendent 
and  on  his  seventy-fifth  birthday,  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  desk  with  an  inlaid  tablet  appro- 
priately inscribed,  the  gift  of  the  Sunday 
school  pupils;  the  church  congregation  sent 
him  seventy-five  roses.  All  the  church  enter- 
prises felt  the  impulse  of  Mr.  Rand's  encour- 
agement and  substantial  help,  and  he  was 
equally  zealous  in  promoting  the  work  of  other 
organizations  which  he  considered  necessary 
or  important  to  the  good  of  the  city.  He 
was  active  in  the  Oil  City  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  building  committee 
during  the  erection  of  the  present  structure, 
as  well  as  on  the  board  of  directors.  He  be- 
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came  vice  president  of  the  board  of  the  Oil 
City  Hospital  when  that  institution  was 
founded,  in  1892,  and  filled  that  office  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  many  years 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Oil  City  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, and  during  the  suffering  which  fol- 
lowed the  fire  and  flood  in  1892  he  gave  almost 
all  of  his  time  for  months  to  the  furtherance 
of  its  work,  which  was  a  vital  factor  in  re- 
storing normal  conditions  in  the  city.  His 
efforts  to  house  the  homeless  and  relieve  those 
suffering  in  any  way  from  the  disaster  were 
heroic,  and  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those 
who  cooperated  with  him.  He  was  generous 
to  the  needy  under  all  circumstances.  Though 
not  an  aspirant  for  political  office  Mr.  Rand 
was  keenly  interested  in  public  issues  of  all 
kinds,  and  particularly  those  of  his  own  com- 
munity, and  he  accepted  the  position  on  the 
board  of  school  controllers  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  discharging  its  responsibilities  for  ten 
years  with  the  utmost  fidelity  to  his  trust. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Rand  was  ill  for  only  a  few  days  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  family  home 
on  Spring  street.  It  is  not  often  that  one 
man's  demise  brings  forth  evidences  of  a  sense 
of  grief  so  widespread.  He  had  literally  hun- 
dreds of  friends,  scattered  all  over  this  section 
of  the  State,  by  whom  he  was  valued  for  his 
general  worth  as  well  as  in  their  personal  re- 
lations. A  beautiful  tribute  from  one  of  them 
that  appeared  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the 
Oil  City  Blizzard  is  quoted  here  as  worthy  of  a 
permanent  place  in  the  record  of  an  exem- 
plar>'  life: 

An  atmosphere  of  common  sorrow  and  the  deep 
sense  of  a  personal  and  public  loss  exists  in  our 
community  today.  Henry  H.  Rand  is  dead.  It  is 
difficult  for  us  to  realize  the  full  import  of  these 
words;  it  is  still  more  difficult  to  bring  ourselves  to 
the  acceptance  of  their  full  truth.  In  his  passing  Oil 
City  has  not  only  lost  one  of  its  foremost  and  most 
honored  of  citizens,  but  humanity  has  lost  a  friend. 
Perhaps  in  no  instance  could  the  good  word  "friend," 
with  all  that  it  implies,  be  used  more  fittingly  than 
in  referring  to  the  one  to  whom  our  city  today  is 
pacing  a  common  tribute  of  respect  and  grief,  and  to 
the  many  who  knew  him  as  the  man  and  brother  and 
kindly  adviser,  will  come  at  this  time  the  pleasing 
recollection  that  he  was,  indeed,  their  friend,  and  this 
ever  to  remain  as  one  of  their  most  cherished 
memories.  Could  one  have  a  better  or  nobler 
heritage  than  this  ?  The  soul  of  honor  in  all  dealings, 
business,  social  or  otherwise,  charitable  to  an  unqual- 
ified degree  and  always  with  tolerance  for  others* 
shortcomings ;  of  a  happy  and  optimistic  nature  and 
ever  ready  with  the  kindly  act  or  word  when  needed 
by  the  one  in  trouble,  such  was  his  life  and  in  it  he 
found  his  full  measure  of  content.  It  is  personally 
recalled  that  not  long  since  in  conversation  with  the 
deceased  he  referred  to  an  old  saying  of  his  boyhood 
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days,  to  the  effect  that  whenever  a  door  was  closed, 
somewhere,  another  was  always  opened.  The  door 
has  closed  on  the  earthly  life  of  our  "good  friend, 
Mr.  Rand,"  but  surely,  somewhere,  another  has 
widely  opened. 

Nothing  could  have  shown  more  clearly  the 
feeling  of  his  fellow  citizens  than  the  rev- 
erence with  which  they  observed  the  hour  of 
his  funeral  services.  In  order  to  give  the  many 
who  had  been  associated  with  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pay  their  last  respects  the  remains 
lay  in  state  in  the  church  before  the  services. 
During  the  hour  of  the  services  in  the  church, 
from  three  to  four  o'clock,  most  of  the  stores 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  were  closed.  The 
commitment  services  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery 
were  in  charge  of  his  Masonic  brethren  of  Pe- 
trolia  Lodge  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M. 

On  Nov.  30,  1870,  Mr.  Rand  married  Ella 
A.  Davis,  daughter  of  Isaac  Davis,  a  pioneer 
oil  man  of  Oil  City,  who  came  here  about  i860 
and  became  one  of  the  early  producers  in  this 
region,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
was  born  at  Groton,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Oil 
City  in  1909.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Harriet  C.  Garrison,  had  passed  away  in 
1905.  They  had  two  children,  W.  G.  (now  a 
resident  of  Boston,  Mass.)  and  Ella  A.  (widow 
0}  Henry  H.  Rand). 

Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rand,  Herbert  W.  and  Augusta  A.,  the  daugh- 
ter living  with  her  mother  in  Oil  City.  The 
son,  born  at  Oil  City,  received  his  early  educa- 
tion there  and  took  his  higher  course  at  Alle- 
gheny College,  Meadville,  Pa.,  afterward  doing 
post-graduate  work  at  Harvard  University, 
where  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  faculty,  in 
the  department  of  biology.  He  married  Claire 
Hammond,  and  they  have  two  children,  Henry 
Forbes  and  Dorothy  Garrison. 

WILLARD  HOWE,  of  Oil  City,  has  been 
unquestionably  one  of  the  most  representative 
types  of  the  modern  business  man  in  that  com- 
munity. The  thoroughness  and  efficiency  of 
the  principles  upon  which  he  acts  need  no  more 
convincing  voucher  than  the  results  which  have 
earned  him  a  place  among  the  most  capable 
real  estate  operators  in  this  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Though  it  is  only  a  few  years  since 
he  turned  his  energies  exclusively  into  this 
channel,  his  concentrated  efforts  and  studious 
attention  to  its  details  have  been  abundantly 
rewarded,  not  only  in  a  material  sense  but  also 
in  that  prestige  which  indicates  how  fully  he 
has  won  confidence  in  the  honesty  of  his  mo- 
tives as  well  as  in  his  ability.  As  member  of 
the  widely  reputed  firm  of  Johnston  Hall  and 


\ViIlard  Howe  he  has  been  a  live  factor  in 
property  transfers  which  within  recent  years 
have  marked  a  live  era  in  the  improvement  of 
various  business  and  residence  sections  in  Oil 
City,  and  with  the  extension  of  their  interests 
has  been  associated  with  a  number  of  import- 
ant deals  in  other  localities  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  In  his  present  service  with  the  govern- 
ment he  has  been  adding  to  his  experience  and 
reputation  as  manager  of  the  Operating  Divi- 
sion of  the  United  States  Housing  Corpora- 
tion, with  office  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Howe  has  spent  all  his  mature  life  at 
Oil  City.  Born  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  he  passed 
his  boyhood  at  his  birthplace  and  Salamanca, 
N.  Y.,  coming  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  in  the  year 
1892.  He  sold  and  delivered  papers  for  a 
short  time  before  entering  the  employ  of  the 
National  Transit  Company  as  an  office  boy, 
and  he  had  a  successful  career  in  that  asso- 
ciation, covering  over  twenty  years,  during 
which  time  he  advanced  through  different  de- 
partments, holding  a  position  with  the  adver- 
tising force  at  the  time  of  his  resignation, 
Oct.  I,  1914.  He  then  joined  Johnston  Hall, 
of  Titusville,  who  had  ten  years  of  experience 
in  the  real  estate  business,  the  firm  starting 
operations  under  its  present  style  in  a  modest 
office  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Chambers  build- 
ing in  Oil  City.  Within  five  months  business 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  they  felt 
justified  in  leasing  a  suite  of  rooms  on  the 
fourth  floor  of  the  same  building,  and  before 
another  year  had  passed,  in  December,  191 5, 
they  removed  to  their  present  quarters  at  No. 
205  Sycamore  street,  finding  a  ground-floor 
location  most  desirable.  Though  so  recently 
established,  they  have  handled  all  the  big  local 
transactions  made  in  the  last  three  years,  the 
property  bought  and  sold  through  this  agency 
including  city  business  and  residence  locations^ 
suburban  real  estate  and  farm  lands,  oil  leases, 
in  fact  all  kinds  of  realty.  Of  late,  they  have 
also  added  an  insurance  department,  writing 
all  lines  of  insurance. 

Johnston  Hall  and  Willard  Howe  have  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  real  estate  firms  in 
business  in  this  region.  Though  not  an  old- 
established  house,  they  entered  the  field  with 
considerable  experieitce,  Mr.  Hall  in  the  real 
estate  line  and  Mr.  Howe  as  an  advertising 
man  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  territor>% 
its  wealth  and  possibilities.  The  methods 
which  he  found  profitable  in  that  capacity  have 
been  equally  valuable  in  the  real  estate  field — 
in  fact  it  is  generally  conceded  that  his  present 
prosperity  had  its  beginning  in  his  previous 
success.    Messrs.  Hall  and  Howe  made  a  new 
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departure  in  the  liberal  policy  which  they 
adopted,  breaking  away  from  conservative 
methods  in  advertising,  with  generous  dealings 
with  patrons;  they  have  been  well  repaid 
for  their  courage  and  their  faith  in  the  public, 
who  have  responded  with  unprecedented  pat- 
ronage. In  fact,  the  record  of  their  transac- 
tions is  a  reliable  indication  of  Oil  City's  prog- 
ress in  the  way  of  material  advancement  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  though  their  transfers 
now  include  holdings  all  over  the  county  and 
State,  with  a  record  of  large  sales  at  Pitts- 
bui^h.  Pa.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Erie,  and  sur- 
rounding cities.  As  showing  the  influence  of 
their  activities  on  local  business,  the  value  of 
the  residence  sites  and  improvements  passing 
through  their  hands  has  ranged  into  thousands 
of  dollars:  rfasson  Heights  and  Linden  ave- 
nue have  been  developed  by  them,  their  lot 
sales  in  that  district  amounting  to  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  in  one  day's  sales  in 
August,  1917:  and  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  of  Leedom  Brothers  (wholesale  grocers 
of  Butler,  Pa.)  in  Oil  City  was  accomplished 
through  their  negotiations,  the  firm  buying  the 
Caldwell  and  Angove  properties  on  Elm 
street  and  erecting  a  hundred-thousand-dollar 
three-story  brick  building  for  a  sales  depart- 
ment, a  storage  and  warehouse  building  on  the 
same  site  to  follow  soon.  It  was  a  distinct 
tribute  to  their  ability  that  they  received  a 
commission  to  conduct  a  sale  of  lots  in  Grove 
City  in  September,  191 7,  for  two  weeks,  in  the 
125-acre  subdivision  known  as  Lincoln  Ter- 
race, to  promote  the  building  up  of  the  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hall  resides  at  Titusville,  though 
found  daily  at  the  office  in  Oil  City,  and  Mr. 
Howe  continues  to  make  his  home  at  the  latter 
place.  Their  business  accommodations  are 
quite  typical  of  the  thoroughness  and  careful 
attention  to  detail  which  characterize  all  their 
activities.  They  are  arranged  and  equipped 
with  reference  to  the  special  needs  of  the 
business  and  also  with  courteous  regard  for 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  patrons,  and 
kept  up  with  a  degree  of  orderliness  which 
speaks  well  for  the  general  management  of 
affairs.  The  business  has  been  handled  by  the 
senior  partner,  Mr.  Hall,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Howe,  who  went  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
in  September.  1918,  to  serve  the  government 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war  in  the  United 
States  Housing  Corporation,  a  division  of  the 
L'nited  States  Department  of  Labor,  Bureau 
of  Industrial  Housing  and  Transportation, 
having  control  of  living  accommodations  in  the 
large  munition  centers  where  army  and  navy 


munitions  were  made,  or  where  government 
workers  in  any  considerable  number  have  been 
assembled. 

When,  upon  its  entry  into  the  World  war, 
the  government  found  that  the  furtherance 
of  its  military  program  depended  largely  on 
the  ability  to  secure  and  hold  adequate  labor, 
it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  dissatisfaction 
and  shifting  of  workers,  with  the  resulting  ex- 
pense and  delay,  was  due  to  improper  housing 
conditions  at  many  points.  Even  where  there 
were  available  quarters,  rent  profiteering  stood 
in  the  way  until  the  government  undertook 
to  solve  the  problem  officially  and  scientifically, 
as  it  has  attempted  to  attack  every  difficulty  in 
this  emergency.  A  thorough  canvass  was  made 
in  every  community  where  there  were  war 
workers  in  sufficient  numbers  to  make  this 
necessary,  and  the  best  possible  use  made  of 
all  quarters  to  be  had,  unoccupied  houses  being 
requisitioned  at  reasonable  rates  where  such 
were  found,  placements  made  in  private 
homes,  local  transportation  facilities  improved 
by  government  aid  where  this  means  would 
serve,  and  labor  distributed  in  accordance  with 
the  accommodations  to  be  had.  Building,  es- 
pecially because  of  the  time  required,  was  not 
resorted  to  except  where  there  was  no  other 
way  out  of  the  situation,  and  whenever  feas- 
ible local  capital  was  encouraged  to  invest  in 
such  projects  with  assurance  of  immediate 
occupation.  However,  building  was  found  to 
be  imperative  in  many  cases.  Moreover,  prof- 
iting by  the  experience  of  England,  the  gov- 
ernment at  once  assumed  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  provide  more  than  mere  living 
quarters,  but  also  such  business  and  sanitary 
supervision  of  these  accommodations  as  makes 
them  desirable.  Hence  it  sought  the  services 
of  men  practically  acquainted  with  the  super- 
vision of  property.  Their  duties,  beyond  the 
supplying  of  house  room  for  employes,  have 
been  to  see  the  communities  so  established  well 
managed  and  conducted,  to  conserve  the  health 
and  well-being  of  workers  and  enable  them  to 
give  their  best  efforts  to  the  country's  busi- 
ness. The  results  have  been  apparent  in  in- 
creased production,  in  maintaining  high  morale 
among  the  home  workers,  and  at  the  same 
time  in  caring  for  the  property  to  insure  a 
reasonable  return  on  the  investment  and  avoid 
undue  depreciation. 

Mr.  Howe  was  at  once  assigned  to  Bethle- 
hem, Pa.,  as  town  manager,  the  Bethlehem 
Steel  Company  employing  some  thirty-five 
thousand  men  at  that  place  in  the  making  of 
various  war  materials,  and  the  ability  which 
he  displayed  in  the  handling  of  large  property 
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interests  called  special  attention  to  his  eligi- 
bility for  larger  responsibilities  of  that  nature. 
Accordingly,  on  Jan.  15,  1919,  he  was  recalled 
to  Washington  and  made  manager  of  the 
Operating  Division  of  the  United  States  Hous- 
ing Coiporation,  which  has  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  some  sixty  million  dollars'  worth  of 
property  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  in- 
cluding hotels,  dormitories,  restaurants  and 
some  seven  thousand  houses  built  on  the  most 
modern  principles  of  construction.  At  differ- 
ent points  the  Corporation  has  built  up  com- 
plete towns,  including  apartment  houses,  five-, 
six-  or  seven-room  brick,  frame  or  stucco 
single  dwellings,  and  the  town  managers  look 
after  the  repairs  and  general  maintenance  of 
buildings,  collect  rents,  are  held  responsible 
for  sanitation,  general  cleanliness,  fire  and 
police  protection,  administer  puUic  affairs 
when  necessary,  and  do  everything  possible 
for  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  including 
the  oversight  of  recreation  activities.  They 
must  see  that  the  physical  conditions  govern- 
ing the  upkeep  and  management  of  the  prop- 
erties are  satisfactory  besides  exerting  their 
influence  on  the  social  side  of  community  ac- 
tivities, encouraging  local  organizations  for 
specific  benefits  and  seeing  that  tenants  get  the 
benefits  of  all  such  conmiunity  service.  These 
activities  in  many  places  are  so  extensive  as  to 
include  such  advantages  as  visiting  nurses,  in- 
fant welfare  stations,  individual  and  commun- 
ity gardens,  good  housekeeping  and  com- 
munity buying  clubs,  recreation  and  educa- 
tional work — ^3ie  providing  of  lecture  courses 
and  night  schools,  establishment  of  debating 
clubs,  parent-teachers  associations,  etc.  It  is 
apparent  that  the  problem  is  a  broad  one,  and 
that  much  is  contingent  upon  the  personality 
of  the  management.  Mr.  Howe  was  splen- 
didly fitted  by  both  business  and  social  experi- 
ence for  this  work,  into  which  he  entered  with 
enthusiasm  which  has  not  lessened  or  abated 
in  any  degree — in  fact,  he  has  been  able  to 
increase  his  own  efficiency  and  that  of  his 
department  by  availing  himself  constantly  of 
knowledge  gained  in  each  new  enterprise. 

The  Corporation  is  now  operating  the  larg- 
est housing  projects  in  the  United  States.  The 
quarters  which  it  has  built  are  of  the  most 
modem  construction,  and  the  work  done  will 
prove  a  lasting  benefit  to  the  American  f)eople, 
being  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  proper 
housing  conditions  that  should  prevail.  The 
circumstances  and  need  of  every  class  and 
grade  of  workers  have  had  to  be  studied  and 
met,  not  only  in  building  but  in  the  matter 
of  furniture  and  equipment,  of  which  depart- 


ment Mr.  Howe  is  also  manager.  His  work  in 
this  branch  includes  the  purchase  and  installa- 
tion of  the  equipment  required  at  the  various 
projects,  the  assembling  of  a  corps  of  special- 
ists with  expert  knowledge  in  this  field,  the 
standardizing  of  furnishings  as  far  as  possible, 
and  other  details  too  numerous  to  recount  here. 
A  corps  of  traveling  supervisors  reports  to  the 
management  after  periodical  visits  to  the  vari- 
ous sites  where  work  is  in  progress,  and  the 
data  thus  secured  form  the  basis  for  improve- 
ments in  future  operations.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  **  furniture  and  equipment"  include 
furnishings  for  cafeterias,  restaurants,  dormi- 
tories, etc.,  some  idea  of  the  variety  of  infor- 
mation needed  to  make  intelligent  and  suitable 
purchases  may  be  formed,  and  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  rests  with  the  management. 

The  Corporation  has  purchased  property  at 
Aberdeen,  Md. ;  the  Alabama  Nitrate  Towns 
( Florence,  Sheffield  and  Tuscombia)  ;  Alton, 
111.;  Alliance,  Ohio;  Bath,  Maine;  Bethlehem, 
Pa.;  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Buffalo  (Depew),  N. 
Y. ;  Butler,  Pa.;  Canton,  Ohio;  Charleston, 
S.  C. ;  Charleston,  W.  Va. ;  Chester,  Pa. ;  Cin- 
cinnati (Broadwell,  Nitrate  No.  3),  Ohio; 
Cleveland  (Wickliffe),  Ohio;  Dayton,  Ohio; 
Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  Erie,  Pa.;  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Hamilton,  Ohio;  Ilion,  N.  Y. ;  India- 
napolis (Stenotype  Co.),  Ind. ;  Indian  Head; 
Indiana  Steel  Towns  (Hammond)  ;  Kenil- 
worth,  N.  J. ;  Lowell,  Mass. ;  Mare  Island, 
Cal. ;  Milton,  Pa. ;  Muskegon,  Mich. ;  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.;  New  Castle,  Del.;  New 
London  (including  Groton),  Conn.;  New  Or- 
leans, La. ;  Newport,  R.  I. ;  Newport  News. 
Va. ;  New  York  (Lake  I>enmark,  N.  J.,  and 
lona  Island);  Neville  Island,  Pa.;  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y. :  Niles,  Ohio ;  Norfolk,  Va.  (Para- 
dise Creek,  Glenwood  Park  and  Villa 
Heights)  ;  Penniman,  Va. ;  Pensacola,  Fla. ; 
Perth  Amboy  (Reservations) ;  Philadelphia 
Navy  Yard;  Philadelphia  District  (Eddystone, 
Ridley  Park  and  Water  Supply)  ;  Port  Penn, 
Del.;  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  Portsmouth,  Ohio; 
Puget  Sound  (Bremerton),  Wash.;  Quincy 
(Fore  River),  Mass.;  Rock  Island  District 
(Davenport,  Rock  Island.  Moline  and  East 
Moline)  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Seattle,  Wash. ; 
Seven  Pines,  Va. :  Sharon,  Pa. ;  South  Amboy, 
N.  J.;  South  Bend  (Studebaker  Co.\  Ind.; 
Stamford,  Conn. ;  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. ;  Tul'y- 
town.  Pa. ;  Warren,  Ohio ;  Washington  Navy- 
Yard  Apartments  (temporary  houses),  Wash- 
ington Dormitories  (Station  Site,  21st  and  B 
streets),  Washington  Steel  &  Ordnance, 
Washington  Bureau  of  Standards  and  Wash- 
ington Clerks ;  Waterbury,  Conn. ;  Watertown, 
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N.  Y.;  Watervliet,  N.  Y.;  Woodbury,  New 
Jersey. 

Some  of  the  properties  under  Mr.  Howe  are 
the  hotels  for  Women  Government  V/orkers 
located  in  Washington,  D.  C,  which  house 
and  feed  two  thousand  women.  Originally 
known  as  Washington  Hotels  for  War 
Workers,  they  consist  of  a  group  of  twelve 
hotel  buildings,  intended  for  the  housing  of 
women  war  workers  who  found  it  difficult  to 
secure  livable  quarters  in  the  city,  with  ad- 
ministration buildings,  dining  rooms,  kitchens, 
executive  offices  and  sleeping  quarters  for  the 
executive  staff,  cloak  rooms,  writing  rooms, 
parlors,  recreation  hall,  emergency  hospital, 
power  plant,  refrigerating  warehouse  and  em- 
ployes' dormitories.  The  liberal  management 
which  has  characterized  the  operation  of  these 
hotels  is  worthy  of  note.  Except  for  a  few 
double  rooms  in  each  building  all  of  the  two 
thousand  rooms  are  identical  m  size  and  com- 
fortable furnishings,  and  for  the  moderate 
charge  of  forty-five  dollars  a  month  per  per- 
son the  guests  have  room  and  fifteen  meals 
a  week  (two  on  weekdays  and  three  on  Sun- 
days). Each  room  is  provided  with  hot  and 
cold  running  water,  electric  light,  clothes  dosct 
and  cedar  chest.  There  is  a  laundry  which 
does  work  for  the  guests  at  moderate  rates, 
and  they  also  have  laundry  and  kitchen  privfl- 
^;es  for  light  work;  the  emergency  hospital 
supplies  proper  medical  attention  for  any  who 
need  it,  without  charge ;  the  recreation  hall  is 
fully  equipped  for  entertainments  and  danc- 
ing, which  are  provided  under  the  auspices  of 
properly  accredited  women's  clubs  and  so- 
cieties; there  is  a  complete  telephone  system 
which  makes  it  possible  to  locate  a  guest  with- 
out delay;  the  buildings  have  complete  police 
and  fire  protection  day  and  night;  and  the 
house  managers  are  selected  for  their 
ability  to  look  after  the  upkeep  of  the  building 
from  a  cleanly  and  sanitary  standpoint  as  well 
as  after  the  general  welfare  of  the  residents. 
Altogether,  these  hotels  offer  a  clean,  pleasant 
home,  with  wholesome  surroundings,  for  the 
women  and  girls  who  left  their  homes  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  come  to  Washington 
to  aid  the  government.  The  work  yet  re- 
maining will  continue  for  some  time,  and  the 
government  intends  to  conduct  tlie  hotels  un- 
til they  are  no  longer  needed.  Mr.  Howe  has 
been  intensely  interested  in  every  phase  of  his 
duties  in  this  service. 

In  Oil  City  Mr.  Howe  has  come  to  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  dependable,  public- 
spirited  citizens  to  be  relied  upon  for  co- 
operation  in   all  that   conserves   its   best   in- 


terests. In  business,  besides  attending  strictly 
to  all  the  demands  of  his  main  line,  he  has 
been  enterprising  about  encouraging  other  un- 
dertakings, showing  the  first  moving  pictures 
exhibited  at  Monarch  Park  and  in  other  ways 
indicating  his  faith  in  the  ability  of  the  com- 
munity to  sui^)ort  worthy  projects.  All  ac- 
tivities in  the  way  of  "boosting"  the  city  have 
counted  him  among  their  leaders.  He  has 
always  taken  a  prominent  part  in  arranging 
the  Mardi  Gras  and  Hallowe'en  celebrations, 
has  directed  different  conventions  held  in  this 
section,  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has  been  equally 
zealous  in  movements  "not  for  profit,"  hav- 
ing done  his  full  share  in  local  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  Red  Cross  woric,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  "four- 
minute"  men  of  Oil  City.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Howe  is  a  member  of  Oil  City  Lodge  of  Elks 
and  a  thirty-second-degree  Mason,  affili- 
ating with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  K.  T.,  Oil 
City  Chapter,  No.  236,  R.  A.  M.,  Venango 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  Pittsburgh  Consistory, 
and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

MORROW  FAMILY.  The  surname  Mor- 
row  is  of  Irish  origin,  having  been  anglicized 
from  Murcha — Irish  Muirchu — yjiich  was  the 
name  of  the  fiftieth  Christian  king  of  Leinster, 
who  invaded  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1070,  and  who 
died  in  Dublin,  Dec.  8,  1090.  This  progenitor 
of  the  family  was  evidently  a  warrior  on  the 
sea.  as  the  name  indicates,  being  a.  compound 
of  Muir — sea,  and  cha,  or  chu — a  warrior. 

The  ancient  kings  of  Leinster  had  fortresses, 
or  royal  residences,  at  Diunrigh,  near  the 
river  Barrow,  between  Cartow  and  Leighton ; 
at  Naas,  in  Kildare;  and  in  aftertimes  at  the 
city  of  Ferns  in  Wexford,  which  was  their 
capital;  also  at  Old  Ross  in  Wexford;  and 
at  Ball)mioon  in  Carlow. 

The  MacMoroughs  were  inaugurated  as 
kings  of  Leinster  at  a  place  called  Cuoc-an- 
Brogha,  attended  by  O'Nolan,  who  was  the 
king's  marshal  and  chief  of  Forth  in  Carlow ; 
by  O'Doran,  chief  Brehon  of  Leinster;  and  ' 
by  MacKeogh,  his  chief  bard;  and  the  Mac- 
Moroughs maintained  their  independence,  and 
held  their  title  of  the  "Kings  of  Leinster," 
with  large  possessions  in  Wexford  and  'Car- 
low,  down  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
In  modern  times  the  O'Cavanaghs  became  the 
representatives  of  the  MacMoroughs,  kings  of 
Leinster. 

But  the  Morrows,  although  of  royal  line- 
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age,  have,  in  later  centuries,  been  firm  ad- 
vocates of  democracy,  and  have  represented 
that  class  of  whom  it  has  been  well  said  that 
no  better  immigration  ever  reached  the  shores 
of  our  Republic.  By  their  enthronement  of 
God  and  His  word  above  all  human  authority ; 
by  their  integrity  of  character  built  up  by 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  their  aggressiveness 
and  courage  to  fight  for  truth  and  righteous- 
ness, as  revealed  by  His  Spirit,  they  have 
filled  their  place  as  worthy  units  of  a  democ- 
racy. The  particular  branch  we  here  record 
have  been  Presbyterians  of  long  standing,  and 
it  was  but  natural  that  when,  in  1811,  two  of 
its  members,  John  and  his  wife,  Margaret 
(Gillespie)  Morrow,  of  Moira,  County  Down, 
Ireland,  reached  Pennsylvania,  they  should 
seek  a  home  in  Indiana  county,  and  later  in 
eastern  Armstrong  county,  where  they  found 
a  veritable  Presbyterian  stronghold.  This 
couple  had  been  united  in  marriage  some  eight 
or  nine  years  before  leaving  their  native  land, 
by  their  pastor.  Rev.  Isaac  Allen,  and  when 
they  reached  America  were  the  parents  of 
four  children.  To  this  number  six  later  were 
added,  making  in  all  a  family  of  ten,  as  fol- 
lows: Andrew,  bom  1804,  married  Mary 
Cochran  and  (second)  Isabel  Rankin;  James, 
bom  1805,  married  Mary  Meanor;  William, 
born  1807,  died  1873,  married  Martha  Hutch- 
inson and  ^second)  Sarah  Gillespie;  Martha, 
bom  1809,  married  John  Marshall,  of  Dayton, 
Pa.;  David,  bora  1812,  married  Margaret 
Lytle;  Elizabeth,  born  1815,  married  Abel 
Stewart,  of  Indiana,  Pa.;  John,  born  1817, 
married  Mary  Gibson ;  Margaret,  born  1819, 
married  Thomas  Kelso  Ormand,  of  Dayton, 
Pa.:  Nancy  Cochran,  born  1821,  married 
Samuel  Lytle;  Wilson,  born  1824,  married 
Margaret  Stuchell. 

Like  many  of  the  Ulster  people,  John  Mor- 
row was  a  linen  weaver,  and.  in  his  pioneer 
home  in  western  Pennsylvania,  through  the 
fmit  of  his  loom,  purchased  a  homestead  in 
the  rapidly  growing  community.  Being  honest 
and  thrifty,  he  enabled  his  ten  children  to  re- 
ceive the  best  education  possible  that  the  priv- 
ate schools  of  those  days  aflforded,  so  that, 
when  each  son  reached  his  majority,  he  was 
ready  to  take  his  place  as  a  useful  citizen,  and 
each  daughter  w^as  able  to  instruct  others  in 
private  schools.  Later  each  member  of  this 
family  represented  a  home  where  a  new  fam- 
ily altar  was  erected,  and  from  each  of  which, 
where  there  were  heirs,  have  gone  forth  an 
honored  citizenship  composed  of  farmers, 
teachers,  physicians  and  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel. 


William  Morrow,  whose  descendants  have 
been  located  in  Forest  and  Venango  counties 
since  1881,  was  the  third  son.  He  became 
a  prosperous  farmer  in  Cowanshannock  town- 
ship, Armstrong  county,  and  was  counted 
among  that  township's  most  worthy  citizens. 
At  that  time  that  section  was  the  Utopia  for 
an  ideal  republic,  being  a  rich  farming  com- 
munity, where  each  farm  home  had  a  repre- 
sentative in  college,  and  where  churches  were 
well  filled  with  devout  worshipers  on  the 
Lord's  day.  And  William  did  his  "bit"  in 
advancing  education  by  assisting  in  establish- 
ing Westminster  College,  (New  Wilmington, 
Pa..)  and  by  giving  substantial  aid  to  worthy 
young  men  and  women  in  receiving  a  collegi- 
ate education.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1873,  ^^  was  a  stockholder  and  tmstee  in  the 
Soldiers'  Orphans'  School  at  Dayton,  Pa.,  and 
an  elder  in  the  Concord  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  On  Sept.  8,  1835,  William  Morrow 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Martha  Hutchinson, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Martha  (Findley) 
Hutchinson,  members  of  ancient  and  honor- 
able families  in  Europe  and  America,  whose 
ancestors  sealed  their  covenant  for  "Christ 
and  the  Church"  with  their  blood  in  Scotland 
some  three  centuries  ago,  and  whose  descend- 
ants in  some  branch,  in  each  generation  since, 
have  held  positions  of  responsibility  in  church 
and  State.  Prior  to  their  coming  to  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  earlier  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  all  the  grandparents  of  Martha 
Hutchinson  had  resided  in  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  where,  for  almost  a  century  before, 
their  families  had  taken  a  part  in  the  events 
of  historical  interest  of  that  place.  During  the 
American  Revolution,  both  grandfathers,  John 
Hutchinson  and  James  Findley,  served  as 
rangers  on  the  frontier  in  Westmoreland 
county.  At  the  time  of  the  Whiskey  Insur- 
rection James  Findley  was  associate  judge  of 
Westmoreland  county,  while  his  brother,  Hon. 
William  Findlejr,  a  member  of  Congress  from 
the  same  district,  served  as  peacemaker  be- 
tween the  Insurrectionists  and  the  government. 
Perhaps  no  name  in  western  Pennsylvania,  at 
that  time,  according  to  the  archives  of  this 
State,  carried  with  it  more  weight  than  did 
that  of  William  Findley,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Constitutional  convention  that  ratified 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  was  also  a  representative  in  either  Con- 
gress or  the  United  States  Senate  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  A  grandson  of  his.  Rev. 
Richard  Carothers,  was  well  known  to  early 
residents  of  Venango  county  as  an  elder  of 
the  Erie  Conference   (Methodist  Episcopal), 
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and  one  who  gave  valiant  service  as  a  seeker 
**after  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel." 
Another  well  known  descendant  is  Rev.  J.  C. 
Rhae  Ewing,  D.  D.,  president  of  the  Forman 
College,  Lahore,  India,  and  a  recent  moderator 
of  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly.  Wil- 
liam Morrow's  first  wife  died  July  23,  1867. 
On  Sept.  8,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Sarah 
Gillespie,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Nancy 
(Graham)  Gillespie,  of  County  Down,  Ireland, 
who  survived  him  more  than  thirty  years. 

To  William  Morrow  and  his  wife,  Martha 
(Hutchinson),  were  bom  two  sons:  John  Wil- 
son, June  2,  1837 ;  and  James  Hutchinson,  Jan. 
19,  1839.  These  sons  received  their  preliminary 
education  at  the  public  school  situated  on  the 
bank  of  the  beautiful  Cowanshannock,  near 
their  home.  Later  they  attended  the  McElroy 
preparatory  school  at  Rural  Valley,  after 
which  they  completed  the  academic  course  at 
the  Dayton  (Pa.)  Union  Academy.  In  1858 
James  H.  Morrow  entered  Westminster  Col- 
lege as  a  student,  but  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  2d  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  served  throughout  the  war,  hav- 
ing reenlisted  in  1864,  becoming  second  lieu- 
tenant. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed 
his  studies  at  Westminster,  and  received  his 
A.  B.  degree  in  1868.  The  following  autumn 
he  entered  the  Western  Theological  Seminary, 
where  he  graduated  in  1871.  After  his  or- 
dination he  served  in  the  Presbyteries  of  the 
Middle  West  under  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  his 
last  charge  being  at  Dexter,  Iowa,  where  he 
died  Nov.  10,  1889.  In  May,  1875,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Jane  Love,  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  ( Wylie) 
Love,  natives  of  the  Province  of  Ulster,  Ire- 
land, and  both  early  residents  of  the  cit)'  of 
Rochester.  Mrs.  Morrow  died  in  February, 
1914.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrow  reared  one 
daughter,  Emma  Love  Morrow,  who  is  an 
alumna  of  the  Livingstone  Park  Seminary,  of 
Rochester,  and  of  the  Boston  Cooking  School. 
For  some  time  after  graduating  Miss  Morrow 
was  a  teacher  in  Aliss  Farmer's  School  at 
Boston,  after  which  she  became  a  teacher  in 
the  Girls'  Industrial  School  at  Rochester, 
where  she  has  since  taught  with  the  exception 
of  one  year,  which  was  passed  in  study  and 
travel. 

On  account  of  ill  health,  John  Wilson 
Morrow,  the  elder  son  of  William  Morrow, 
was  unable  to  taken  an  A.  B.  degree,  so  after 
a  thorough  preparation  he  became  a  teacher, 
w^hich  profession  he  followed  for  thirteen 
years,  the  last  year  of  that  period  in  the  Vicks- 


burg  (Miss.)  Freedman's  College,  as  principal 
of  that  school.  After  preparatory  studies  un- 
der J.  M.  Pettigrew,  M.  D.,  of  Rural  Valley, 
he  attended  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phil- 
adelphia, where  he  graduated  March  13,  1873. 
Dr.  Morrow  commenced  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Atwood,  Pa.,  and  continued  there  till 
1 88 1,  when  he  removed  to  Tionesta.  While  a 
resident  of  Atwood  he  took  an  active  part  in 
everything  that  was  for  the  betterment  of 
the  community.  He  was  the  means  of  a  high 
school  for  academical  instruction  being  or- 
ganized in  the  village,  and  was  president  of  the 
board.  Upon  the  Doctor's  removal  to  Tion- 
esta, he  became  identified  with  all  the  various 
activities  of  that  place,  educational,  religious 
and  social,  in  all  of  which  he  maintained  a 
keen  interest  till  his  death,  Aug.  5,  1905.  At 
various  times  he  was  given  positions  of  honor 
and  trust  in  the  county,  especially  in  connec- 
tion with  his  work  as  a  physician.  He  assisted 
in  organizing  Capt.  George  Stowe  Post,  No. 
137,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  its  adjutant  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  having  served  as  corporal 
of  Company  M,  5th  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, during  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  war; 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  medical  exam- 
iners for  Forest  county,  and  was  especially 
helpful  to  tlie  veterans  of  the  Civil  war  in  ob- 
taining pensions ;  for  many  years  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Venango  County  Medical  Society ; 
was  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  America;  was  also  an  elder  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

On  Feb.  3,  1863,  Dr.  Morrow  was  married 
to  Rebecca  Malinda  MacFarland,  of  Rural 
Valley,  Pa.,  who  was  born  June  26,  1842,  and 
died  Nov.  14,  1885.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Harrison)  MacFarland, 
granddaughter  of  William  MacFarland  (a 
veteran  of  the  War  of  1812)  and  his  wife 
Nancy  (Stewart),  and  of  James  and  Rebecca 
Stephens  (Stevens)  Harrison;  great-grand- 
daughter of  Sergt.  Giles  Stephens,  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  his  wife,  Nancy  (Tip- 
ton) (residents  of  Huntingdon  county  and 
former  residents  of  Maryland),  whose  son 
John  Stephens  settled  on  the  Big  Sandy,  in 
Venango  county,  as  early  as  1798,  and  erected 
the  first  gristmill  in  this  vicinity.  John 
Stephens  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Lowrie,  a 
sister  of  *'Mayor"  Lowrie  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
of  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  who  served  twelve 
years  as  secretar}^  of  the  United  States  Senate, 
and  who  resigned  his  position  in  the  Senate 
to  accept  the  position  of  secretar}^  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 
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To  John  Wilson  Morrow,  M.  D.,  and  his 
wife  Rebecca  M.  (MacFarland)  were  born 
the  following  children:  Martha  Hutchinson, 
Dec.  14,  1864;  Nancy  Clarissa,  Dec.  23,  1866; 
William  Gillespie,   Dec.   20,    1868;   Florencef 

Jane,  April  15,  1871  (died  April  29,  1874)  ; 
ohn  MacFarland,  Feb.  16,  1874  (died  March 
I,  1876)  ;  Matilda  Catharine,  Jan.  4,  1876  (died 
May  15,  1899)  ;  James  Duff,  March  21,  1878; 
Sarah  Malissa,  April  5,  1880;  Rosanna  May, 
May  I,  1885  (died  April  23,  1886).  The  Doc- 
tor's first  wife  died  Nov.  14,  1885,  ^"^  ^" 
Sept.  8,  1887,  he  was  again  married,  to  Martha 
Jane  Uncapher,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Wilson)  Uncapher,  of  Indiana  county,  whose 
paternal  ancestors  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia antedate  the  American  Revolution,  and 
who  was  a  descendant  of  James  Millen  (Mil- 
ler) and  his  wife  Anna  SherWey,  by  reason  of 
whose  services  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Tidioute  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Morrow 
died  Oct.  20,  1913.  A  niece  of  Mrs.  Morrow's, 
Mrs.  Carrie  (Walter^  Stuchell,  wife  of  Austin 
Stuchell,  of  Turtle  (Jreek,  died  in  September, 
1893,  leaving  an  infant  daughter,  Carrie 
Evlyn  (bom  Sept.  loth  of  same  month),  who 
became  a  member  of  the  Morrow  family  when 
ihret  weeks  old,  and  who  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated by  them.  Carrie  Evlyn  is  now  the 
wife  of  Eh-.  Louis  Laverne  Bourquin,  of 
'Louisville,  Kentucky.  . 

Dr.  Morrow's  children  who  lived  to  adult 
age  were  all  graduates  of  the  Tionesta  high 
school  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest,  Martha, 
who  was  educated  at  the  Indiana  State  Nor- 
mal School  and  the  Dexter  Normal  College, 
and  who  is  at  present  a  teadier  in  the  Oil 
City  schools,  and  a  member  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution.  Nancy  C.  was 
educated  at  Westminster  College,  the  Indiana 
State  Normal,  and  the  Seattle  Pacific  College^ 
being  a  graduate  of  the  two  latter;  is  an  Oil 
City  teacher  and  a  member  of  the  D.  A.  R. ; 
was  for  six  years  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  Clarion  Presbyterial  Foreign  Missionary 
Society;  editor  of  'Tresbyterial  Mission  Tid- 
ings"; writer  for  various  publications;  mem- 
bM"  of  W.  C.  T.  U. ;  and,  with  her  sister 
Martha,  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Educational  Society  and  the  National  Educa- 
tional Society.  Sarah,  the  youngest,  took  a 
course  of  instruction  in  the  Mechanics'  In- 
stitute, Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
,ber  of  the  D.  A.  R. 

James  Duff  Morrow  married  in  September, 
191 2,  Mary  Bogart,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Caroline  (Hoover)  Bogart,  of  McKeesport, 
Pa.,  who  had  been  a  teacher  in  that  city  for 


eleven  years,  and  where  their  residence  has 
since  been.  Their  children  are :  Martha  Caro- 
line, bom  September,  1913,  and  Mary  EUen, 
bom  in  January,  191 5. 

William  Gillespie  Morrow,  Dr.  Morrow's 
elder  son,  matriculated  at  the  Baltimcwe  Medi- 
cal College  in  1895 ;  located  at  West  Hickory, 
Pa.,  is  physician  for  the  Itimber  firm  of 
Wheeler  &  Deusenbury,  and  of  the  West 
Hickory  Tanning  Company.  He  is  an  elder 
in  the  Endeavor  Presbyterian  Church.  On 
Dec.  24,  1895,  he  married  Gertrude  McElhoes 
( \^aledictorian,  Clarion  State  Normal  Schorf, 
1891),  daughter  of  Jchn  Kinter  and  Margaret 
(Thompson)  McElhoes,  who  was  a  descend- 
ant of  John  Kinter  and  Isaiah  Van  Horn, 
patriots  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  of 
Mary  Todd  Findley,  sister  of  Gen.  Levi  Todd 
(Revolutionary  war),  who  was  a  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Mary  (Todd)  Lincoln.  To  William 
Gillespie  Morrow  and  his  wife  Gertrude  were 
bom:  Margaret,  June  16,  1899;  J^^n  Kinter 
McElhoes,  Jan.  26,  1902;  Dorothy  Rebecca, 
March  23,  1905  (who  died  Aug.  23,  1906). 
Mrs.  Morrow  died  March  24,  1907.  Her 
younger  sister.  Miss  Martha  Belle  McElhoes, 
served  as  a  Red  Cross  nurse  in  France  with 
the  Canadian  forces  for  two  years.  On  Sept 
8,  191 2,  Dr.  Morrow  was  married  to  Florence 
Mae  Fuellhart  (Allegheny  Coll^),  daughter 
of  Charies  and  Mary  (Vogt)  Fuellhart,  of 
Tidioute,  Pa.,  and  granddaughter  of  John  and 
Christina  Philipina  (Fridenberger)  Fuellhart, 
the  latter  a  woman  of  noble  birth.  John  Fuell- 
hart was  a  university  graduate  and  the  en- 
gineer who  laid  out  Central  Park,  New  York 
City,  under  General  Viele,  and  the  right  of 
way  agent  for  all  railroads  in  northwestern 
Pennsylvania,  whose  work  consisted  in  the 
purchase  of  land  for  the  railroad  companies, 
and  in  the  survey  of  the  same.  To  Eh*.  Mor- 
row and  his  wife  Florence  Mae  were  bom: 
Mary  Rebecca,  June  18,  1913;  and  William 
Gillespie,  Jr.,  Sept.  29,  1915. 

DANIEL  EDWIN  BYLES  (deceased,)  was 
unquestionably  one  of  the  most  liberal  philan- 
thropists that  Oil  City  has  ever  known.  His 
sympathy  and  means  were  at  the  command  of 
every  beneficent  undertaking,  and  the  many  in- 
stitutions which  prospered  through  his  interest 
and  cooperation  are  the  best  memorial  to  a  Kf  e 
whose  motto  was  service  to  his  fellow  men. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the  extent 
of  his  personal  benevolences,  or  of  the  in- 
fluence of  his  activities  of  a  more  or  less  public 
nature  which  have  found  a  permanent  place  in 
the  social  order  of  the  city.     But  a  review  of 
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his  labors  presents  an  idea  of  his  character 
and  aims  in  life  which  accounts  for  the  high 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held,  and  the  feel- 
ing in  the  community  that  his  death  was  a  loss 
to  all  of  its  members  no  less  than  to  his  imme- 
diate household.  The  financial  generosity  of 
Mr.  Byles's  gifts  was  made  possible  by  his 
success  in  the  material  affairs  of  life,  and  it 
was  the  substantial  expression  of  a  liberality 
of  heart  and  mind  not  met  with  so  frequently 
as  to  be  commonplace.  He  worked  hard  for 
his  prosperity,  and  he  enjoyed  it  chiefly  be- 
cause of  the  opportunities  it  gave  him  to  majce 
the  lives  of  others  more  worth  living. 

Mr.  Byles  was  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Byles,  who  arrived  in  Venango  county  in  1825 
and  settled  the  Clark  farm  in  Allegheny  town- 
ship. He  came  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  where 
he  had  been  sheriff,  and  acquired  his  military 
title  by  service  in  the  war  of  1812.  On  March 
21,  1805,  Ebenezer  Byles  married  Miss  Betsy 
Marcy,  and  they  had  these  children:  Mary- 
ette ;  William  Dwight,  father  of  Daniel  Edwin 
Byles;  Matthew  M.,  bom  in  Allegheny  town- 
ship, who  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Gillett  and 
was  the  first  medical  practitioner  at  Utica,  this 
county,  beginning  practice  in  1837  and  continu- 
ing until  his  death  in  1847;  Sarah;  Cornelius, 
who  also  became  a  physician,  practicing  at  Fre- 
donia,  Mercer  county ;  Elizabeth  Ann ;  Edwin, 
who  located  at  Pleasantville  for  a  short  time 
and  later  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  died 
leaving  a  large  estate ;  Julia ;  and  Guilford. 

William  Dwight  Byles,  father  of  Daniel 
Edwin  Byles,  was  a  farmer  in  Allegheny  town- 
ship, in  the  vicinity  of  Pleasantville.  On  Oct. 
6,  1836,  he  married  Nancy  Smith,  who  died 
in  the  fall  of  1890.  Three  of  their  family 
still  survive:  Wilson,  of  Chicago,  111.;  Miss 
Julia,  who  lived  at  Oil  City  with  her  brother 
Daniel :  and  Mrs.  Frank  Comfort,  of  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  Edwin  Byles.  the  youngest  of  ten 
children,  was  bom  May  15,  1853,  on  his 
father's  farm,  where  he  grew  up,  acquiring 
the  best  education  the  coimtry  schools  of  the 
vicinity  afforded.  Later  he  took  a  course  at 
the  Eastman  business  college,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  and  on  his  return  home  found  a  position 
in  the  office  of  the  late  Willis  Benedict,  at 
Enterprise,  Pa.,  remaining  there  a  short  time. 
It  was  in  1882  that  he  entered  the  line  which 
proved  to  be  his  life  work,  his  first  connection 
with  the  refining  business  being  in  the  capacity 
of  bookkeeper  in  the  Independent  Refinery  at 
Oil  City.  Within  a  short  time  he  had  been 
promoted  to  the  position  of  salesman  at  the 
New  York  office  of  the  company,  where  ht 


was  retained  until  1884,  in  which  year  he  was 
recalled  to  the  home  office  for  more  important 
duties.  William  Teege  and  Louis  Walz  having 
retired  from  the  corporation,  it  was  reorgan- 
ized and  Mr.  Byles  was  assigned  to  the  post  of 
secretary,  Peter  Theobold  becoming  president 
and  A.  D.  Deming  treasurer.  Upon  the  death 
of  Mr.  Deming  Mr.  Byles  took  over  his  re- 
sponsibilities as  treasurer,  in  addition  to  his 
previous  cares,  holding  both  positions  for  fif- 
teen years  before  his  death.  The  prosperous 
condition  of  the  company's  affairs  suffices  to 
vouch  for  his  business  qualities.  As  he  ac- 
quired capital  Mr.  Byles  also  formed  other 
important  connections,  principally  in  his  home 
city,  having  been  a  trustee  of  the  Pure  Oil 
Company  from  1896,  a  director  of  the  Oil  City 
National  Bank,  and  stockholder  in  several 
other  financial  institutions  there.  He  was  mar- 
ried April  16,  1890,  to  Miss  Minnie  Freeland, 
daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Gorman)  Free- 
land,  formerly  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  she 
survives  him,  residing  at  the  family  homestead 
on  Second  street,  Oil  City. 

Mr.  Byles  found  his  relaxation  from  busi- 
ness in  the  promotion  of  social  enterprises  of 
various  kinds.  His  large  heart  and  tender 
nature  would  not  allow  him  to  neglect  the  poor 
of  his  community,  and  his  contributions  for 
their  relief  were  large  and  frequent  and  used 
in  the  most  practical  manner.  Some  of  this 
work  he  did  personally,  but  more  often  he  gave 
comfort  and  sustenance  to  individuals  or  fam- 
ilies whose  need  was  brought  to  his  attention 
by  those  who  came  in  contact  with  such  cases. 
Charitable  organizations  also  could  count  upon 
his  help,  and  the  benevolent  enterprises  under- 
taken by  his  church  and  fraternal  associates 
were  always  well  supported  from  his  means. 
But  he  regarded  the  influence  of  wholesome 
recreation  as  of  equal  importance  with  the 
physical  well-being  of  men,  and  it  was  his  de- 
light to  provide  desirable  social  opportunities 
for  his  city,  more  especially  for  the  younger 
element.  His  efforts  in  this  behalf  were  the 
means  of  securing  a  distinct  advance  in  that 
respect  in  Oil  City,  and  one  that  has  been  of 
permanent  benefit.  He  was  foremost  in  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  work  here,  serving  as  president  of  the 
local  organization,  and  it  was  due  largely  to 
his  activity  that  the  fine  building  it  now  occu- 
pies was  made  possible.  Mr.  Byles  was  one 
of  the  pillars  of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  which 
he  longserved  as  trustee,  and  for  several  years, 
until  his  death,  he  was  superintendent  o^  the 
senior  department  of  the  Sunday  school.  He 
was  a  trustee  of  Allegheny  College,  of  Mead- 
ville,  and  one  of  the  active  members  of  the 
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board.  Though  he  had  so  many  other  interests 
he  always  kept  in  touch  with  his  Masonic 
brethren,  affiliating  with  Petrolia  Lodge  No. 
363,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Oil  City  Chapter  No.  236, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot  Commandery  No.  43,  K.  T., 
of  which  he  was  a  past  eminent  commander ; 
the  l^odge  of  Perfection ;  Pittsburgh  Consis- 
tory; and  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Byles  died  July  21,  191 3,  the  day  follow- 
ing injuries  received  in  an  automobile  accident. 
The  following  resolutions  of  respect  were 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce : 

Whereas,  by  the  mysterious  workings  of  an  all- 
wise  Providence,  this  Chamber  of  Commerce  is 
called  upon  for  the  first  time  since  its  recent  organ- 
ization to  record  the  death  of  a  valued  and  active 
member,  Daniel  E.  Byles,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  loss  to  this  association,  city  and 
community  is  one  that  we  all  greatly  lament.  That 
his  life  was  one  of  ability,  activity  and  achievement 
in  many  things  that  pertain  to  the  advancement  and 
uplift  of  any  people  is  evidenced  by  the  various 
channels  through  which  he  chose  to  influence  others. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  young  men  of  this  city  par- 
ticularly his  life  has  been  a  worthy  example.  In  his 
industry,  frugality  in  earlier  life,  character  and  help- 
fulness to  his  brother  man,  he  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  this  community,  and  his  many  acts,  as  well  as 
words,  for  the  moral  and  material  advancement  of 
our  youth  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  His  charity 
for  the  faults  of  others,  his  benevolences,  known  only 
to  a  few,  his  well  known  liberality  toward  the  cause 
of  whatever  tended  to  make  our  city  a  business 
center,  an  educational  community  and  a  desirable 
place  of  residence,  are  evidences  of  his  good  citizen- 
ship. A  manly  man,  who  loved  his  fellow  men,  in 
turn  he  was  loved  by  his  friends,  admired  by  his 
associates,  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Resolved,  That  as  an  active  worker  and  adviser  in 
this  association  the  loss  of  his  advice,  suggestions 
and  activity  will  be  greatly  felt  by  all  its  members. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  made  a  part  of 
the  records  of  this  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a 
copy  thereof  be  sent  to  his  family. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  tribute  of 
Rev.  A.  C.  Ellis,  Mr.  Byles's  friend  and  pas- 
tor: *T  have  never  known  a  man  who  grew 
more  steadily  and  more  beautifully  in  all  good 

things  than  Daniel  E.  Byles Business 

men  know  that  he  was  conservative  enough, 
and  progressive  enough,  to  bring  success  to  any 
enterprise  in  which  he  joined  with  them.  And 
they  knew  another  thing.  In  all  their  business 
dealings  with  this  man;  in  all  their  close  rela- 
tions with  him ;  in  all  the  keen  competitions 
and  the  temptations  that  come  to  men,  there 
never  was  a  time  when  he  was  not  true,  and 
square  and  open  and  honest  as  the  day.  The 
man  does  not  live  who  does  not  know  that  this 
is  true. 


'There  was  never  a  night  when  it  was  too 
late  or  he  was  too  tired  to  read  a  passage  from 

the  Book He  stood  in  the  sacred  desk, 

a  layman,  a  business  man,  to  say  that  what 
a  man  gets  out  of  religion  depends  on  what  he 
puts  into  it.  That  was  a  splendid  way  of 
putting  it,  and  he  was  getting  out  rich  returns 
because  he  was  holding  nothing  back.  I  know 
what  his  plans  were.  He  would  travel  around 
the  world ;  he  would  step  aside  from  business 
and  give  himself  to  the  study  that  was  denied 
him  in  his  early  manhood  and  his  busy  life : 
he  would  use  his  money  to  help  young  men  and 
women ;  and  he  would  have  the  leisure  to  plan 
and  work  for  the  church — these  were  the  am- 
bitions and  the  plans  of  the  man  whose  passing^ 
away  we  mourn,  and  the  shadow  of  whose  loss 
will  rest  upon  us  in  the  days  to  come, 

"There  is  one  other  thing  that  shines  with  a 
lustre  that  can  never  grow  dim.  This  ideal 
Christian  layman  has  gone  from  us  in  the  very 
zenith  of  his  power  and  influence  and  useful- 
ness. Dare  I  say.  that  is  a  thing  to  be  coveted  ? 
When  you  seem  most  indispensable  in  busi- 
ness ;  when  there  is  no  one  to  take  your  place 
in  the  church ;  when  the  service  you  are  ren- 
dering the  community  is  most  valuable — ^to  go 
away  then,  in  the  very  prime  and  glor>'  of  life, 
to  fall  at  your  post  on  the  front  line  of  duty, 
and  in  the  very  act  of  rendering  your  highest 
possible  service,  that  is  what  this  man  did,  and 
in  spite  of  our  deep  sorrow  and  our  tears, 
there  is  something  comforting  and  something 
glorious  about  it  all. 

**He  being  dead  yet  speaketh.  Ever}'  man 
that  touched  elbows  with  him  in  the  toil  and 
conflict  will  do  better  work  because  of  his 
example.  And  what  a  splendid  model  for 
young  men!  Clean  in  lip,  and  clean  in  life; 
glad  every  day  that  he  lived;  simple  in  his 
faith  as  a  child ;  true  in  his  friendships ;  un- 
afl^ected  by  prosperity,  one  of  God's  noble 
men.  We  mourn  his  loss ;  we  feel  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  noble  life  he  has  lived;  we  will 
follow  the  gleam  as  he  did.  and  some  day  we 
will  know  and  understand." 

VINCENT  P.  BUNCE  has  been  associated 
with  the  administration  of  public  affairs  in 
Franklin  for  a  number  of  years,  continuously 
since  the  city  form  of  government  was  adopted 
as  alderman  of  the  Third  ward.  The  prompt 
and  competent  manner  in  which  his  duties  are 
dispatched  indicates  an  intelligent  comprehen- 
sion of  their  importance  and  desire  to  render 
good  service  to  the  people  whom  he  repre- 
sents, and  who  have  shown  their  apprecia- 
tion of  his  spirit  by  retaining  him  in  office 
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from  year  to  year.  In  various  capacities,  he 
has  given  most  of  his  time  to  official  responsi- 
bilities for  the  last  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Bunce  was  born  Jime  2,  185 1,  in  Pike 
county.  111.,  and  is  of  English  descent  in  the 
paternal  line,  his  grandfather,  Robert  Bunce, 
having  been  a  native  of  England.  After  fol- 
lowing the  sea  for  some  years  he  came  to 
America  to  live,  locating  in  Maryland,  and  he 
taught  school  in  both  that  State  and  Virginia. 
His  death  occurred  in  Maryland. 

Edward  P.  Bunce,  son  of  Robert  Bunce,  was 
bom  in  Maryland,  and  in  his  youth  had  ordi- 
nary educational  advantages,  also  learning  the 
trade  of  shoemaker.  As  he  was  the  oldest  of 
the  family,  he  looked  after  his  mother,  broth- 
ers and  sisters  after  his  father's  death,  and 
though  he  had  to  work  steadily  at  the  bench  to 
gain  a  living  he  also  continued  his  studies  dili- 
gently, eventually  becoming  a  well  informed 
man.  As  soon  as  he  could  get  a  school  he  be- 
gan teaching  in  Maryland,  and  later  went  out 
to  Illinois,  following  his  profession  in  Mor- 
gan county,  where  his  remuneration  was  what- 
ever the  children's  parents  wished  to  give.  He 
also  taught  in  Pike  and  Brown  counties,  in  that 
State,  and  while  in  the  latter  worked  It  his 
trade  evenings  and  Saturdays.  His  next 
change  was  to  Atlanta,  Logan  Co.,  111.,  where 
he  was  principal  of  schools  for  a  time,  return- 
ing thence  to  Brown  county  to  teach  the  Mount 
Pleasant  school.  In  those  days  textbooks  and 
other  necessary  helps  to  learning  were  neither 
so  plentiful  nor  so  easily  obtainable  as  now, 
and  in  addition  to  teaching  he  purchased  all 
the  books,  made  maps,  and  did  much  work 
which  educators  of  the  present  day  are  spared. 
In  his  later  years  he  was  bookkeeper  for  sev- 
eral small  business  houses  in  Illinois,  doing 
this  work  evenings,  Saturdays  and  during  va- 
cations. He  was  a  very  able  man  in  many 
ways,  with  a  gift  for  teaching  which  he  devel- 
oped by  strict  devotion  to  study  and  educa- 
tional principles.  He  was  especially  proficient 
and  in  fact  was  an  authority  in  English  gram- 
mar, and  was  often  consulted  by  college  pro- 
fessors as  to  difficult  points  on  which  they 
differed.     His  opinions  were  never  rejected. 

Mr.  Bunce  married  Lydia  A.  Hosford,  who 
like  himself  was  a  born  educator,  having 
taught  school  before  she  was  sixteen  years  old, 
near  Sharon,  in  Mercer  county,  Pa.  She  was 
bom  in  Ohio,  near  Warren,  daughter  of  John 
L.  Hosford,  who  was  a  colonel  in  the  Ohio 
State  militia,  and  was  of  Scotch  ancestry  early 
established  in  this  country,  the  Hosfords  hav- 
ing been  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock,  Mass..  in 
1633,  ^"d  settled  at  Canaan,  Conn.    Eight  chil- 


dren were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  P. 
Bunce:  Vincent  P.,  Francois  J.  G.  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  years),  Robert  L.,  and  a 
son  that  died  in  infancy,  Roberta  M.,  Jessie  F. 
and  Florence  E. 

Vincent  P.  Bunce  received  his  early  educa- 
tion under  parental  instruction,  and  later  at- 
tended what  is  now  the  Illinois  State  Univer- 
sity, at  Champaign,  111.,  during  his  last  term 
there  also  engaging  in  teaching  in  the  prepara- 
tory department.  He  followed  the  profession 
of  teacher  for  nine  terms  in  Brown  and  Pike 
counties.  III,  his  last  school  being  one  that 
his  mother  had  taught  before  her  marriage, 
and  while  residing  in  Versailles,  Brown  county 
(his  old  home  town),  he  was  appointed  by 
the  town  board  to  look  after  the  legal  busi- 
ness of  his  town  and  was  known  as  the  town 
counsel.  In  1878  Mr.  Bunce  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  after  a  short  residence  at  Grove 
City,  Mercer  county,  moved  to  Franklin  in 
187Q,  engaging  in  the  cigar  and  tobacco  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  W.  W.  Baker,  under 
the  name  of  the  Standard  Cigar  Company. 
Shortly  after  locating  in  Franklin  he  was 
elected  city  auditor  for  the  Third  ward.  The 
business  association  mentioned  lasted  until 
1883,  when  Mr.  Bunce  took  a  position  as  trav- 
eling man  for  a  wholesale  grocery  house  of 
New  York  City.  Subsequently  he  became 
manager  of  a  store  at  Oil  City,  was  ganger  for 
six  months  for  the  Miller  Pipe  Line  Com- 
pany at  Oil  City,  and  then  returned  in  March, 
1889,  to  Versailles,  Brown  Co.,  111.,  when  he 
was  again  appointed  town  counsel  and  was  em- 
ployed by  The  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany about  five  years.  In  1894  he  returned 
East,  taking  employment  in  a  cement  works  at 
Warners,  N.  Y..  for  a  short  time,  but  within 
the  year  he  was  back  at  Franklin.  In  1900  he 
was  elected  constable,  and  in  1901  constable 
and  heahh  officer.  In  1902  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  served  in  that 
capacity  without  interruption  since,  his  title 
being  alderman  of  the  Third  ward  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  form  of  government. 
Mr.  Bunce  keeps  well  informed  on  the  topics 
of  the  day,  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
larger  questions  of  the  times  as  well  as  in  the 
problems  affecting  his  immediate  community. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr. 
Bunce  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  being 
a  past  grand  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  a  past 
chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  he 
has  served  the  latter  also  as  representative  to 
the  grand  lodge. 

On  October  27,  1872,  Mr.  Bunce  was  mar- 
ried to   Sarah  Cox,  bv  whom  he  had  three 
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children:  Orville  H.,  who  is  deceased;  Julia 
A.,  deceased;  and  Louis  E.,  who  is  living  in 
Illinois.  The  mother  died  in  1880,  and  on 
Aug.  18,  1883,  Mr.  Bunce  married  (second) 
Kate  A.  Galbraith,  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  to  which 
union  have  been  born  seven  children:  Alfred 
G.,  deceased;  Vincent  P.,  Jr.;  Annie  L.,  wife 
of  C.  W.  Pine,  of  Oil  City,  Pa. ;  Frank  M.,  of 
Franklin,  a  merchant  in  the  Third  ward ;  John 
L. ;  Catharine  L. ;  and  Henrietta  M.  Two  of 
Mr.  Bunce's  sons  have  been  serving  in  the 
great  world  war,  Vincent  P.  and  John  L. 
now  in  Vichy,  France,  belonging  to  the  M.  D. 
N.  A.  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
and  attached  to  the  Base  Hospital  of  EHvision 
No.  76. 

FRANCIS  McDANIEL,  late  of  Sugar 
Creek  township,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
business  man  of  that  part  of  Venango  county, 
identified  with  public  affairs  and  other  local 
interests,  and  in  every  respect  one  of  the  most 
esteemed  citizens  of  his  day.  His  widow  con- 
tinues to  reside  at  their  old  home,  having  a 
tract  of  eighty-four  acres  originally  included 
in  the  farm  of  her  father,  John  McKenzie, 
three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  lying  in 
the  Sugar  Creek  valley  eight  miles  northwest 
of  Franklin. 

Mr.  McDaniel  was  bom  in  1832  in  Craw- 
ford county.  Pa.,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary 
(Thompson)  McDaniel.  He  grew  up  on  a 
farm,  and  became  familiar  with  agricultural 
work  in  boyhood,  meanwhile  acquiring  a  com- 
mon school  education  such  as  the  home  local- 
ity afforded.  In  1854  he  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing, and  later  became  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  sash  and  blinds,  in  connection  with 
which  he  also  operated  a  flouring  mill.  In 
1865  he  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  occu- 
pied with  such  interests  at  Jefferson,  Ashta- 
bula county,  and  also  embarked  in  merchandis- 
ing at  Dorset,  that  county.  Having  married  a 
daughter  of  John  McKenzie,  of  Sugar  Creek 
township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  he  moved  to  the 
township  in  1882  and  bought  the  McKenzie 
mill  (built  in  1846),  conducting  same  along 
with  his  farming  operations,  and  becoming  one 
of  the  thrifty,  substantial  residents  of  the  lo- 
cality. He  had  advanced  ideas  on  public  ques- 
tions and  took  a  keen  interest  in  local  matters, 
being  particularly  zealous  in  securing  good 
educational  advantages  for  his  own  district, 
where  his  cooperation  and  activity  were  much 
appreciated.  He  gave  efficient  service  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  collector  of 
school  taxes.  When  Mr.  McDaniel  settled  in 
the  neighborhood  there  was  only  one  way  to 


get  in  and  out,  to  come  from  the  Sugar  creek 
bridge  below  to  McKenzie's  Comers  and  go 
down  to  mill,  then  from  the  Jackson  township 
bridge  above  to  McKenzie's  Comers  and  down 
to  mill,  the  bridges  about  two  miles  a^art.  He 
applied  for  a  road  and  secured  it  after  a  hard 
fight,  this  road  being  built  about  twenty-five 
years  before  the  present  brick  road.  In  polit- 
ical issues  he  supported  the  Democratic  party. 
His  death  occurred  on  Christmas  morning, 
Dec.  25,  1907,  when  he  was  seventy-five  years 
old. 

Mr.  McDaniel's  first  wife,  Mary  (Everitt), 
died  in  1874,  and  is  buried  at  Jefferson,  Ohio. 
In  1876  he  married  (second)  Elizabeth  A. 
McKenzie,  daughter  of  John  McKenzie,  and 
she  continues  to  live  at  their  old  home,  as  pre- 
viously mentioned,  all  but  six  and  a  half  years 
of  her  life  having  been  spent  on  the  McKenzie 
place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDaniel  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Sugar  Creek  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  she  still  maintains  active  association  with 
that  body,  keeping  up  her  interest  in  all  local 
affairs.  Mr.  McDaniel  had  three  children,  all 
born  to  his  first  marriage,  namely:  Samuel 
Arden  is  a  resident  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  Mar- 
garet is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ruggles,  of  Jeffer- 
son, Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio;  Frank  P.  makes 
his  home  at  Boise,  Idaho. 

JOHN  McKENZIE  was  in  his  time  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  men  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  and  it  has  been  said  that  he  "doubt- 
less built  more  houses,  bams,  mills,  and  other 
buildings,  and  shot  more  wild  turkeys  and 
deer,  than  any  other  man  in  Venango  county." 
The  remark  gives  some  indication  of  the  rest- 
less energy  which  characterized  his  whole  ca- 
reer, and  which  brought  hiip  worldly  pros- 
perity and  influential  position  long  before  the 
close  of  his  remarkably  lengthy  life.  He  was 
a  son  of  Angus  McKenzie,  one  of  the  eariiest 
settlers  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town- 
ship. 

Angus  McKenzie  was  bom  in  1736  in  In- 
verness, Scotland,  and  remained  in  that  coun- 
try until  after  his  marriage.  Landing  with 
his  family  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  he  proceeded 
thence  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  arrived 
in  1796,  and  where  he  remained  for  about 
four  years.  He  had  bought  three  lots  near 
where  the  market  house  was  afterward  lo- 
cated, the  site  of  his  property  being  then 
known  as  the  Black  Bear,  later  occupied  by 
the  "Black  Bear"  hotel.  Having  acquired 
lands  in  Venango  county  from  one  Oliver 
Ormsby,  of  Pittsburgh,  trading  his  lots*  for 
two  hundred  acres  (lying  along  Sugar  creek 
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about  twenty  miles  northwest  of  Franklin), 
a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  mare  and  a  wagon,  he  se- 
cured the  services  of  the  county  surveyor, 
Samuel  Dale,  whom  he  found  near  the  French 
Fort,  and  after  four  or  five  days'  travel  they 
located  the  land  in  what  was  then  known  as 
the  "Indian  Coimtry."  Part  of  it  is  included 
in  the  place  now  occupied  by  Mrs,  McDaniel, 
granddaughter  of  Angus  McKenzie,  and  it 
formed  part  of  a  level  body  of  land  known 
as  The  Prairie.  During  the  first  year  of  his 
residence  there  Mr.  McKenzie  had  the  timber 
cut  from  two  acres  by  Andrew  Piper,  he  and 
Mr.  Piper  logging  it  together,  but  he  burned 
it  over  himself,  dragged  it  with  an  improvised 
harrow  made  of  the  fork  of  a  tree  with  pins 
driven  into  it,  and  sowed  it  to  wheat,  getting 
forty  bushels  to  the  acre.  It  was  an  encour- 
aging start,  and  he  prospered  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  land  and  the  CMperation  of  the  mill 
built  there,  becoming  a  substantial  resident  of 
the  locality.  He  also  owned  land  at  Faunce- 
town,  Crawford  coimty.  He  was  made  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  at  Franklin  in  1814. 
He  held  membership  in  the  nearest  Presby- 
terian Church,  which  was  situated  on  the  old 
Beatty  farm,  later  owned  by  William  List.  He 
lived  to  the  wonderful  age  of  1 10  years,  dying 
Aug.  22,  1846,  his  wife  Christian  dying  Feb. 
27,  1851,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  Of 
their  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Alexander,  who  was  two  years  old  when 
his  parents  arrived  at  Baltimore,  married  Isa- 
bella Wilson  and  settled  in  Jackson  township, 
this  cotmty;  John  was  next  in  the  family; 
WilKam  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
on  the  Allegheny  river;  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
Frazier,  lived  at  Franklin. 

John  McKenzie  was  born  in  Pittsburgh  in 
1799  2^d  ^^s  quite  young  when  the  family 
settled  in  Sugar  Creek  township.  Showing  a 
fondness  for  books,  he  was  allowed  very  good 
educational  privileges  for  the  time,  and  his 
early  preference  in  the  matter  of  occupation 
was  for  working  in  wood.  His  father  sought 
to  make  practical  use  of  the  inclination  by  set- 
ting him  and  his  brother  Alexander  to  cut  and 
haul  logs  from  the  lower  farm  to  the  mill  on 
the  home  place,  but  the  work  was  distasteful 
to  him,  and  he  decided  to  leave  home  and  seek 
emplo3mient  in  the  upper  timber  country,  in 
onfcr  to  earn  enough  to  build  a  barn  without 
the  labor  of  hauling  the  logs.  When  he  re- 
turned in  the  spring  he  had  enough  lumber  for 
the  purpose  and  nfty  dollars  in  money.  In 
1827  he  went  to  learn  carpentry  and  mill- 
wrighting  with  Hosea  Southwick,  of  New 
York,  and  with  the  practical  knowledge  he 


had  previously  acquired  advanced  rapidly  in 
those  trades,  for  which  he  had  much  aptitude, 
as  his  subsequent  activities  showed.  He  con- 
tinued to  follow  those  lines  for  thirty  years, 
and  meanwhile  also  engaged  in  farming  and 
milling,  employing  a  number  of  men.  In  1830 
he  bought  a  farm  above  Cooperstown,  this 
county,  where  he  built  a  house  and  bam  and 
cleared  about  forty  acres,  afterward  putting 
up  a  house  and  bam  in  Cooperstown.  Then 
he  bought  130  acres  fottr  and  a  half  miles 
above  that  place,  whereon  he  remained  two 
years,  during  which  time  he  erected  a  grist  and 
saw  mill  and  cleared  thirty  acres  of  the  prop- 
erty. In  1842  he  removed  thence  to  the  large 
farm  in  Sugar  Creek  township  where  the  rest 
of  his  life  was  spent,  a  tract  of  three  hundred 
acres  which  his  father  had  purchased  and 
given  to  him,  and  about  half  of  which  was 
prairie  land.  Mr.  McKenzie  traveled  over 
fourteen  different  States  and  had  a  varied  and 
interesting  life.  He  served  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  kept  in  touch  with  different  inter- 
ests to  the  end  of  his  days,  dying  in  1886  at 
an  advanced  age,  and  is  buried  with  his  wife 
in  Sugar  Creek  Memorial  cemetery.  She  died 
in  1880. 

On  Dec.  29,  1828,  Mr.  McKenzie  married 
Eliza  Gibbons,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  we  have  the  following 
record:  William  was  killed  at  Petersburg, 
while  serving  as  a  Union  soldier,  in  1865,  at 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  by  a  Rebel  sharp- 
shooter up  a  tree,  after  having  passed  all 
through  the  war  without  being  wounded  in 
battle;  Christiana,  Mrs.  List,  died  March  17, 
1872;  Mary  Ann  lived  in  South  Dakota  with 
her  brother  John  until  her  last  illness,  dying 
in  1898  in  a  sanitarium  at  Hot  Springs,  that 
State,  and  is  buried  at  Whitewood,  S.  Dak. ; 
Catherine  married  David  Homan  and  lived 
above  Cooperstown,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased (she  was  survived  by  only  one  son, 
John  Homan,  whose  widow  and  three  children 
are  now  in  Franklin)  ;  Sarah  married  Hiram 
Shaw  and  lived  for  some  time  near  the  old 
homestead,  but  both  she  and  her  husband  died 
at  Cooperstown,  he  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
she  when  seventy-seven  (their  daughter,  Delia, 
is  Mrs.  Clinton  Mead,  of  Canal  township)  : 
Elizabeth  A.  is  the  widow  of  Francis  McDaniel 
and  lives  on  part  of  the  old  McKenzie  farm  in 
Sugar  Creek  township;  Malinda,  widow  of 
Francis  Hyde,  is  with  her  son-in-law  and 
daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  McDaniel,  farm- 
ing and  keeping  house  for  her  brother  John 
in  South  Dakota ;  Alexander  lived  on  part  of 
the  old  farm,  and  died  in  1905  (his  son  Ed- 
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ward  is  at  Spearfish,  S.  Dak.) ;  Robert  settled 
in  Idaho  many  years  ago;  John  left  Pennsyl- 
vania for  Iowa  when  a  young  man,  and  now, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  is  living  prac- 
tically retired  on  his  ranch  at  St.  Onge,  S. 
Dak.,  after  an  exciting  and  adventurous  ca- 
reer. As  scout,  Indian  fighter,  cattle  grower 
and  protector  of  the  ranchmen's  interests  John 
McKenzie  became  widely  known  in  his  section 
of  the  west,  helping  to  administer  order  and 
justice  in  the  only  way  possible  in  the  early 
days  and  experiencing  many  narrow  escapes. 
He  has  never  married. 

MILES  P.  BROWN,  of  Franklin,  has  been 
associated  with  the  same  business  interests 
there  almost  from  boyhood,  having  served  his 
apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's  trade  with 
his  present  partner,  Mr.  R.  E.  Jones.  They 
constitute  the  firm  of  R.  E.  Jones  &  Co.,  pro- 
prietors of  the  Venango  Steam  Boiler  Works 
at  the  corner  of  Hillside  avenue  and  Chestnut 
street,  which  industry  has  held  an  important 
relation  to  local  business,  catering  especially 
to  the  demands  of  the  refineries.  Being  the 
only  plant  of  the  kind  in  the  city  it  is  usually 
operating  to  the  limit  of  its  capacity.  The 
volume  of  business  is,  however,  not  due  to 
lack  of  rivalry  in  the  field,  but  to  the  capability 
which  this  firm  has  always  shown  in  the  han- 
dling of  its  contracts,  the  output  consisting 
chiefly  of  portable  and  stationary  boilers  and 
tanks,  and  including  a  great  variety  of  sheet 
plate  metal  construction.  The  establishment 
meets  a  decided  need  in  the  local  industrial 
situation,  so  far  as  manufacturing  is  con- 
cerned, and  also  because  of  the  number  of 
slcilled  mechanics  for  whom  it  furnishes  em- 
ployment, contributing  to  the  material  pros- 
perity of  the  city  in  both  respects. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  native  of  Scrubgrass  town- 
ship, Venango  county,  born  in  August,  1874, 
son  of  the  late  Robert  M.  Brown,  who  was 
also  bom  in  this  county  and  was  a  farmer  in 
Sandy  Creek  township.  Ehiring  his  earlier 
years  Robert  M.  Brown  was  engaged  in  the 
oil  fields,  and  later  farmed  in  Scrubgrass 
township  for  a  time  before  settling  at  his  re- 
cent location.  He  married  Sarah  L.  Shonts, 
daughter  of  Amos  Shonts,  who  was  a  pio- 
neer agriculturist  in  Sandy  Creek  township, 
and  they  had  the  following  children :  Addie  L., 
who  is  deceased ;  W.  O. ;  John,  deceased ;  R. 
H.:  Miles  P.;  D.  B.;  A.  G.;  C.  C;  A.  Peari, 
and  J.  W. 

Miles  P.  Brown  obtained  his  education  in 
the  Franklin  public  schools  and  then  turned 
to  mechanical  work,  learning  boiler  and  tank 


making  with  Mr.  Jones  at  Franklin.  He  has 
been  in  this  line  for  twenty-five  years,  all  spent 
in  the  same  connection,  for  soon  after  com- 
pleting his  trade  he  was  advanced  to  foreman 
and  in  191 1  became  associated  with  Mr.  Jones 
as  partner.  He  is  general  manager  of  the 
works,  to  which  he  devotes  all  his  time.  The 
Venango  Steam  Boiler  Works  is  an  old-estab- 
lished plant  of  Franklin,  and  in  its  early  days 
was  conducted  by  Meehan  &  Jones,  this  part- 
nership lasting  for  about  five  years.  During 
that  period  it  was  known  as  the  Venango 
Boiler  Works.  After  Mr.  Meehan  withdrew 
Mr.  Jones  carried  the  business  on  alone  for 
several  years,  until  the  present  firm  was 
formed.  The  senior  partner  is  also  a  com- 
petent and  experienced  mechanic,  and  like  Mr. 
Brown  strives  conscientiously  to  prove  worthy 
of  the  enviable  reputation  and  popularity 
which  their  work  has  won.  Twenty  skilled 
mechanics  are  given  regular  employment  in 
these  works,  and  the  proprietors  have  direct 
oversight  of  all  the  output,  both  being  capable 
of  doing  any  part  of  the  construction  them- 
selves. Their  specialty  is  iron  and  steel  boil- 
ers and  tanks,  including  storage  tanks  and 
everything  else  in  that  line,  and  they  have  all 
the  work  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  besides 
orders  from  all  other  parts  of  the  country, 
their  product  having  a  reputation  for  sub- 
stantial construction  and  durability  gained  in 
many  years  of  satisfactory  service  to  patrons. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Mary  E.  Jones,  daugh- 
ter of  William  M.  and  Priscilla  (Lowers) 
Jones,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Helen  L.,  Ira  S.,  Ruth  N.  and 
Marjorie  M. 

CHARLES  B.  SIMMONS  is  a  business 
man  of  long  and  honorable  standing  at  Oil 
City,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  handling 
produce  of  all  kinds  in  the  capacity  of  com- 
mission broker.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Mar- 
tin S.  Simmons,  for  many  years  a  well  known 
druggist  of  the  city,  and  grandson  of  Severe- 
nus  Simmons,  who  upon  coming  to  this  coun- 
try settled  among  the  Dutch  farmers  in 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  German  by 
birth  and  before  coming  to  the  United  States 
married  Catherine  Gasper,  their  voyage  across 
the  Atlantic  being  made  from  Bremen.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and  wool  carder, 
owning  a  large  farm  in  Schoharie  county  upon 
which  he  resided  until  his  accidental  death, 
when  past  eighty  years  of  age,  caused  by  a  pair 
of  colts  nmning  away.  He  and  his  wife  are 
buried  at  Engellville,  Schoharie  county.     Of 
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their  two  children,  Martin  S.  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Johanna  married  George  A.  Dockstader. 
The  grandparents  were  members  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  and  the  grandfather  was  a 
Republican  in  political  opinion. 

Martin  S.  Simmons  was  bom  Aug.  19,  1825, 
at  Engellville,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  his 
father's  farm,  where  he  was  reared,  obtaining 
his  education  in  the  local  district  schools.  His 
first  employment  aside  from  farm  work  was 
wool  carding  and  dressing  cloth  for  his  father, 
to  whom  he  became  particularly  helpful  in 
this  branch  of  his  business,  when  twenty-three 
years  old  assuming  charge  of  the  woolen  mill, 
which  he  conducted  for  the  next  three  years. 
He  then  opened  a  general  store  at  Whitney 
Point,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  carrying  it  on 
twelve  or  thirteen  years,  until  his  removal  in 
the  sixties  to  Pithole  City,  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  built  several  houses  for  rent.  In 
1867  he  left  that  place  to  locate  at  Petroleum 
Center,  this  county,  where  he  entered  the  drug 
business,  operating  a  store  there  until  he  set- 
tled permanently  at  Oil  City  in  1872.  Mr. 
Simmons  was  a  leading  druggist  of  Oil  City 
until  he  sold  the  business  to  his  son  Charles  in 
1895,  and  he  retained  his  residence  in  Oil  City 
until  his  death  in  February,  1907,  when  he 
was  eighty-two  years  old.  He  is  buried  in 
Grove  Hill  cemetery.  While  in  New  York 
Mr.  Simmons  took  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  serving  many  years  as  postmaster  at 
Whitney  Point  and  also  as  clerk  of  his  town- 
ship. He  joined  the  Odd  Fellows  in  New 
York  State,  became  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  during  the  Civil  war,  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Titusville.  and  at  Oil  City 
was  a  prominent  worker  in  Trinity  M.  E. 
Church,  which  he  served  as  trustee.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a  Republican.  In  1850  Mr.  Sim- 
mons married  Almira  Ball,  who  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865,  at  Pithole,  Pa.,  and  is  buried  at 
Whitney  Point,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Charles  B.  and  Minnie,  the 
daughter  dying  young.  Mr,  Simmons  is  sur- 
vival by  his  second  wife,  Permelia  A.  (Carr), 
now  living  in  Oil  City  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  and  by  whom  he  had  one  son, 
Clyde  C,  who  is  engaged  as  reporter  for  the 
Oil  City  Derrick;  he  married  Blanch  Showal- 
ter,  and  has  one  daughter,  Elizabeth. 

Charles  B.  Simmons  was  bom  May  6,  1853, 
on  a  farm  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
a  year  old  when  his  father  moved  to  Whit- 
ney Point,  where  the  family  lived  until  com- 
ing to  Pithole.  Pa.,  in  April,  1865.  Meantime 
he  had  received  an  excellent  education,  attend- 
ing the  academy  at  Marathon,  Cortland  Co., 


N.  Y.,  and  after  his  mother's  death  he  went 
back  to  Schoharie  county  for  a  year,  clerked  in 
the  general  mercantile  store  of  his  father  at 
Whitney  Point  two  years,  and  rejoined  his 
father  at  Petroleum  center.  He  was  in  the 
grocery  business  with  his  father  at  Petroleum 
Center  two  years,  and  in  the  drug  business 
at  the  same  place  after  they  disposed  of  their 
grocery,  removing  with  his  father  to  Oil  City 
and  continuing  in  the  drug  line  with  him  until 
his  retirement  in  1895.  ^^  that  time  Charles 
B.  Simmons  acquired  sole  ownership  and 
carried  on  the  establishment  alone  until  1898, 
at  the  location  now  occupied  by  the  Lammers 
store,  directly  opposite  the  "Arlington."  In 
1898  Mr.  Simmons  sold  the  store  to  his  fa- 
ther and  brother  Clyde  and  went  West,  fol- 
lowing placer  mining  in  northeastern  Wash- 
ington and  British  Columbia  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  returning  to  Oil  City  in  1900.  Dur- 
ing the  next  four  years  he  was  interested  in 
a  general  real  estate  and  brokerage  business, 
having  since  1904  devoted  himself  to  selling 
goods  for  the  Baltimore  house  of  William 
Heyser.  From  time  to  time  he  has  had  other 
activities.  In  his  early  manhood,  when  ex- 
citement and  prosperity  were  running  high 
over  the  oil  discoveries  along  Bullion  run,  he 
ran  a  branch  store  of  the  Oil  City  business  at 
Davis  City.  In  1890,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  he  bought  320  acres  from  the  Granite 
Oil  Company  (of  which  concern  the  Havemey- 
ers,  of  sugar  fame,  were  at  the  head),  and  did 
considerable  oil  development  work  on  that 
property,  drilling  twenty-six  wells  there.  He 
has  sold  all  but  ten  acres  of  this  tract. 

Mr.  Simmons  has  been  particularly  active 
and  interested  in  fraternal  work,  belonging  to 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  Royal  Arcanum, 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor  (which  he  has 
served  as  deputy).  United  Order  of  the  Golden 
Cross,  Protected  Home  Circle  and  National 
Union,  the  last  named  of  Chicago,  111.  He  has 
been  especially  prominent  in  the  Maccabees, 
having  organized  the  first  tent  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, served  a  couple  of  years  as  State  com- 
mander and  several  terms  as  supreme  officer 
of  the  Order,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Port 
Huron,  Mich.  Among  the  tents  which  he  has 
organized  are  those  at  Oil  City,  Franklin,  Em- 
lenton,  Salina  and  Salem  in  Venango  county. 
He  is  not  active  in  politics  but  a  Republican 
in  principle,  and  his  religious  association  is 
with  Trinity  M.  E.  Church. 

To  Mr.  Simmons's  marriage  with  Emma  D. 
King  have  been  bom  the  following  children: 
Dr.  Clayton  B.,  now  established  at  Milan, 
Sullivan  Co.,  Mo.,  married  Grace  Irwin  and 
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has  one  child,  Robert  M.;  Bernard  M.  died 
when  about  four  years  old;  Charles  King, 
chief  of  right  of  way  for  four  of  the  Southern 
Pipe  Lines,  married  Blanche  M.  Donahue; 
Bertrand  H.  is  in  the  oil  business  at  Orcutt, 
Cal. ;  Mary  K.  is  the  wife  of  Howard  Sim- 
mons, chemist  and  director  of  the  Penn  Amer- 
ican Refining  Company,  and  lives  on  Cowell 
avenue.  Oil  City. 

UriaUi  King,  father  of  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Sim- 
mons, was  a  well  known  business  man  of  his 
section  of  New  York  State,  being  a  general 
storekeeper  at  Sidney  Plains,  Delaware  county, 
owner  of  a  string  of  csinalboats  carrying 
produce  from  Bingnamton  to  New  York  City 
and  operating  a  factory  at  Preble,  where  he 
manufactured  staves  and  sold  barrds.  He 
;narried  Mary  E.  Johnson,  and  they  reared  a 
family  of  four  children:  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of 
LeRoy  C.  Chittenden,  both  now  deceased; 
Hiram  King,  deceased,  who  married  Sarah 
Root  and  lived  at  Whitney  Point,  N.  Y. ;  Al- 
bert L.,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  who  married  Mary 
Martin;  and  Emma  D.,  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Sim- 
mons, of  Oil  City.  The  parents  are  buried  at 
Greene,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  were 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr. 
King  was  a  Democrat  in  political  faith. 

THOMAS  GRAY  PHINNY,  of  Oil  City, 
has  been  occupied  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  business  life  in  the  various  branches  of 
the  oil  business,  with  a  record  which  indicates 
that  he  deserves  to  be  classed  with  its  pro- 
gressive representatives.  The  several  import- 
ant associations  which  he  maintains  at  this 
writing  are  all  in  that  line. 

Mr.  Phinny  has  lived  in  Venango  county 
from  childhood,  his  parents,  Thomas  Howell 
and  Frances  "(Johnson)  Phinny,  having  settled 
here  in  the  middle  sixties.  Mr.  Phinny  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  Revolutionary  stock,  the 
first  of  the  family  in  this  country,  Eleazer 
Phinny,  having  been  a  sergeant  in  the  4th 
Regiment  of  Connecticut  from  Aug.  12,  1776, 
until  1778.    He  was  a  native  of  Ireland. 

Col.  Gpuld  Phinny,  son  of  Eleazer  Phinny, 
is  buried  with  his  wife  Jane  (Price)  in  the 
Phinny  vault  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  He  was 
engaged  as  a  banker  at  Dundaff ,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  two  of  his  sons,  Thomas  P.  and 
Gen.  Elisha  Phinny,  followed  the  real  estate 
and  coal  business  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  P.  Phinny,  son  of  Col.  Gould  Phin- 
ny, was  bom  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  was  grad- 
uated from  Princeton  College  in  his  native 
State,  and  by  profession  was  a  lawyer,  besides 
being  a  successful  business  man  and  farmer. 


When  a  young  man  he  settled  at  Dtmdaff, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years  and  is  buried  with 
his  wife  Elizabeth  (Howell).  She  was  a 
daughter  of  E.  B.  Howell,  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812-15,  stationed  at  Sackett's  Harbor 
and  chaplain  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  his 
regiment.  Mr.  Phinny  was  a  Democrat  and 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  his 
professional  capacity  he  was  quite  prom- 
inent in  the  public  service,  having  been 
appointed  to  different  positions  by  the  courts 
of  Susquehanna  county.  Four  chikiren  were 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Phinny, 
namely :  Thomas  Howell ;  Owen  P. ;  Elizabeth 
Gray,  wife  of  Rev.  S.  D.  Day,  an  Epbcopal 
clergyman;  and  Jennie. 

Thomas  Howell  Phinny,  son  of  Thomas  P. 
Phinny,  was  bom  and  reared  at  DundafF, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  being  twenty-five  years 
old  when  he  came  to  Oil  City  in  1867.  He 
had  previously  lived  at  Reno,  Venango  county, 
for  a  couple  of  years.  After  thirty  years  of 
active  business  life  at  Oil  Qty,  in  the  grocery 
trade  and  the  production  of  oil,  he  retired  and 
returned  to  DundafiF,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  living  to  be  seventy-three 
years  old.  Like  his  father  he  was  a  Democrat 
and  an  Episcopalian.  Mr.  Phinny  married 
Frances  Johnson,  also  a  native  of  DundafT, 
Pa.,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Johnson,*  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  this  union :  Eliz- 
abeth, who  is  the  wife  of  William  E.  Barrett, 
of  Evanston,  111.;  Thomas  Gray;  Edith,  wife 
of  Harry  A.  Angell,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. ; 
and  Anna,  Mrs.  Herbert  Lay.  The  mother 
died  when  sixty-eight  years  old,  and  both 
parents  are  buried  at  Dundaff. 

Thomas  Gray  Phinny  was  bom  at  Dundaff, 
April  24,  i860,  and  was  five  years  old  when 
the  family  located  at  Reno,  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
whence  they  removed  to  Oil  City  in  1867. 
Here  he  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  supplementing  this  elementary 
training  with  a  course  at  St.  Mark's  Academy, 
an  Episcopal  military  school  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  year  of  1878.  His  first  position 
was  as  clerk  at  the  Oil  City  Oil  Exchange, 
where  he  continued  for  two  years,  during  the 
next  three  years  working  in  Chicago,  111.,  as 
bookkeeper  for  Best,  Russell  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale tobacco  dealers.  Upon  his  return  to 
Oil  City  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade 
for  two  years,  as  a  retail  merchant,  his  first 
location  being  at  the  present  site  of  the  Citi- 
zens Banking  Company's  building.  Later  he 
was  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  McColIum 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


rU-  ^:C  i         M:Y 


APT02,    L'^\    T    AM) 

a  L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


721 


block,  now  Smith  Sons,  and  meantime  he  had 
also  become  interested  in  oil  production  in 
the  vicinity  of  Oil  City.  During  the  next 
ten  years  he  was  engaged  with  Johnson  & 
Johnson,  manufacturing  chemists,  at  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  as  general  manager,  during 
that  period  organizing  the  Brunswick  Refrig- 
erating Company,  manufacturers  of  ice  and 
refrigerating  machinery,  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  serving  three  years  as  its  president  and 
general  manager.  Selling  out  his  interests 
there  he  returned  to  Oil  City  once  more,  and 
he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  different 
phases  of  the  oil  business,  including,  besides 
production,  the  manufacture  and  shipping  of 
gasoline.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  production 
of  what  is  known  as  casing  head  gasoline,  his 
connection  with  this  branch  of  the  oil  business 
dating  back  practically  to  the  discovery  of  the 
process  of  obtaining  this  product.  He  recog- 
nized its  possibilities  and  gave  considerable 
attention  to  the  subject,  effecting  some  im- 
provements .  on  the  method  first  employed 
which  were  incorporated  in  the  first  plant 
which  he  installed,  at  Hill  City,  Venango 
county.  A  company  was  organized  in  1910 
under  the  name  of  the  Casing  Head  Gas  Com- 
pany, with  Thomas  Gray  Phinny,  president; 
W.  B.  James,  treasurer;  H.  S.  Phinny,  secre- 
tary. They  have  since  continued  in  the  manu- 
facture of  gasoline  from  natural  gas  by  the 
compression  and  absorption  system,  having 
four  plants  in  operation  at  present,  two  near 
Titusville  and  one  in  the  upper  edge  of  Forest 
county,  near  Fagundus,  besides  the  original 
installation  at  Hill  City,  which  was  one  of  the 
first  in  the  United  States.  Thomas  G.  Phinny 
is  now  vice  president  and  general  manager  of 
this  company,  vice  president  of  the  Hopewell 
Oil  &  Gas  Company,  and  interested  with  two 
of  his  sons  in  the  manufacture  of  Quaker 
State  Mineral  Oil  under  the  style  of  Phinny 
Brothers  Company,  organized  in  1914.  This 
product  is  recommended  as  a  lubricant  by  so 
high  an  authority  as  the  Franklin  Auto  Com- 
pany, of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  is  handled  by 
distributors  in  every  city  and  town  of  any 
size  in  the  country,  as  well  as  by  Canadian 
and  European  agencies.  Mr.  Phinny  is  also 
engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  in  Venango, 
Crawford  and  Forest  counties,  and  he  has 
throughout  his  career  sustained  his  high  rep- 
utation as  a  refrigerating  engineer,  having  the 
honor  of  membership  in  the  Engineers'  Club 
of  Philadelphia.  His  local  associations  are 
with  the  Wanango'Club  and  Oil  City  Boat 
Qub  as  well  as  the  Masonic  fraternity,  as  a 
member  of  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M., 
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and  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth 
degree,  Scottish  Rite  Masons.  Mr.  Phinny  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Oil  City.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
political  principle,  and  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  public  affairs,  serving  as  a  city 
councilman  during  his  residence  in  New 
Brunswick.  Though  he  has  preferred  to  use 
his  influence  as  a  private  citizen  at  Oil  City, 
he  has  never  been  indifferent  toward  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  and  can  be  counted  upon  for  ef- 
fective aid  in  all  good  movements. 

In  1885  Mr.  Phinny  married  Clara  H. 
Bishop,  daughter  of  Fid  and  Sarah  E.  (Hope- 
well) Bishop,  and  they  have  three  sons: 
Thomas  Frank,  bom  in  August,  1886,  now 
principally  engaged  as  salesman,  married 
Karen  Keihl  and  has  two  children,  Thomas 
H.  and  George  H.  Horace  Bolton,  who  was 
educated  at  Rutgers  Preparatory  School  and 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  is  now  en- 
gaged with  the  American  International  Ship- 
building Corporation  at  Hog  Island,  Phila- 
delphia. Hopewell  Schuyler  is  mentioned 
below. 

Hopewell  Schuyler  Phinny  was  bom 
March  19,  1890,  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J., 
where  he  obtained  his  preliminary  education 
,in  public  school.  After  completing  the  course 
at  Rutgers  Preparatory  School,  New  Bruns- 
wick, in  1908,  he  spent  three  years  in  south- 
ern Idaho,  engaged  in  irrigation  work  for 
W.  S.  Kuhn  &  Co.,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  to  Oil  City, 

Sining  his  father  find  brother  in  the  Casing 
ead  Gas  Company  and  later  in  the  forma- 
tion of  Phinny  Brothers  Company.  He  is 
still  associated  with  both  in  important  official 
capacities,  and  is  interested  with  his  father  in 
the  production  of  oil  in  Forest  county.  Mr. 
Phinny  is  one  of  the  most  active  men  of  the 
younger  set  in  oil  circles,  and  has  already 
given  evidence  of  his  fitness  for  responsibil- 
ities and  ability  to  look  after  his  interests 
properly. 

By  his  marriage  to  Gladys  E.  McClintock, 
daughter  of  C.  T.  and  Marion  O.  (Boughton) 
McClintock,  Mr.  Phinny  has  one  child,  Marion 
Boughton,  born  in  September,  191 5.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  an  Episcopalian,  a  member  of 
the  Oil  City  Boat  Club,  National  Security 
League  and  Red  Cross,  and  ready  to  support 
the  best  interests  of  his  community  by  every 
means  at  his  command. 

Fid  Bishop,  father  of  Mrs,  Qara  H. 
(Bishop)  Phinny,  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  popular  residents  of  South  Oil  City, 
active  in  business  and  an  honored  city  official. 
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He  was  bom  Dec.  25,  1840,  at  Centerville, 
Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Zejphaniah  and  Car- 
oline (Pangmon)  Bishop,  of  Whitehall, 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  as  a  youth  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  with  McFarland  Broth- 
ers, merchants,  of  Meadville,  Pa.  Thence  he 
came  to  Oil  City  in  January,  1861,  as  manager 
of  a  grocery  house  for  the  firm,  being  so  en- 
gaged until  April,  1864,  when  he  took  over 
the  business  on  his  own  account,  buying  the 
stock  and  good-will  and  continuing  the  trade 
until  his  building  and  most  of  his  goods  were 
destroyed  in  the  big  fire  of  May  28,  1866. 
After  that  he  ventured  into  oil  production, 
but  with  slight  success,  and  in  March,  1865, 
he  became  postmaster  of  Oil  City  under  ap- 
pointment of  President  Lincoln,  though  the 
commission  was  not  issued  until  the  latter  part 
of  April,  being  among  the  first  signed  by 
President  Johnson.  He  resigned  after  hold- 
ing the  office  a  year  and  a  half,  the  salary  be- 
ing inadequate  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  office.  Before  banking  houses  were  es- 
tablished here  he  represented  the  firm  of  Cul- 
ver &  Company,  who  bought  and  sold  ex- 
change, Mr.  Bishop  acting  as  cashier  and 
bookkeeper.  When  Oil  City  was  organized 
as  a  borough  he  became  a  member  of  the  first 
council  and  first  borough  treasurer,  the  total 
receipts  from  taxes  being  about  eight  hundred 
dollars  at  that  time.  During  the  winter  of 
1868  he  was  messenger  in  the  lower  house  of 
the  State  legislature.  In  July,  1877,  he  was 
again  appointed  postmaster,  and  reapp>ointed 
without  opposition  in  1881,  holding  the  office 
until  February,  1886,  with  a  high  record  for 
efficiency  and  the  honorable  administraticn  of 
its  aflFairs.  The  post  office  inspector  at  Pitts- 
burgh wrote  a  letter  expressing  his  regret  upon 
Mr.  Bishop's  retirement.  He  was  always  a 
consistent  and  faithful  Republican,  but  his 
public  services  were  impartially  performed, 
without  any  ambition  but  that  to  serve  all  of 
his  fellow  citizens  equally  well.  His  public 
spirit  was  evident  in  every  enterprise  which 
had  his  cooperation.  To  him  in  a  great  de- 
gree the  city  was  indebted  for  the  beautiful 
suspension  bridge  which  spans  the  Allegheny 
river.  He  was  the  originator  of  the  Oil  City 
steam  laundry,  one  of  the  most  successful 
businesses  of  the  kind  ever  set  on  foot  there. 
On  March  12,  1863,  Mr.  Bishop  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  E.  Hopewell,  the  ceremony,  at 
which  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Eaton,  of  Franklin,  offi- 
ciated, being  the  first  performed  after  the 
borough  of  Oil  City  was  organized.  Their 
only  child,  Clara  H.,  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Gray  Phinny,  of  Oil  City. 


McClelland  Rogers,  of  Coopers- 

town,  deserves  a  place  among  .the  most  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  this  section,  the  choice 
farm  where  he  now  resides  being  the  second  in 
the  locality  which  he  has  improved.  His  at- 
tractive home  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
rural  residences  in  Venango  county,  made  so 
through  his  own  eflForts,  which  have  been  very 
effectively  exerted  in  all  of  his  activities. 

Mr.  Rogers  came  to  Venango  county  from 
Beaver  county.  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  Jan. 
20,  1865,  son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Mc- 
Cracken)  Rogers,  who  were  early  settlers 
there.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  lo- 
cality of  his  birth,  and  was  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years  when  he  came  to  Rouseville  and  took 
employment  in  the  oil  refinery.  Though  he 
started  in  the  humblest  position  at  the  works 
he  rose  to  the  most  responsible,  that  of  still 
man,  serving  four  years  in  that  capacity  after 
he  had  been  engineer  at  the  wax  house  for 
ten  years.  He  was  engaged  at  the  refinery 
twenty  years  in  all,  and  in  the  meantime,  five 
years  before  he  gave  up  that  work,  had  bought 
a  farm,  where  he  took  up  his  residence,  giving 
all  his  attention  to  its  development  for  eight 
years,  during  which  time  the  property  doubled 
in  value  through  judicious  management.  Be- 
sides enriching  the  soil  and  placing  the  farm 
in  order,  he  sunk  several  oil  wells  in  addition 
to  those  already  put  down,  and  had  the  place 
in  excellent  condition  when  he  disposed  of  it 
and  bought  his  present  home,  in  191 1.  Here 
he  has  eflPected  a  wonderful  transformation 
during  a  comparatively  brief  period.  There 
are  ninety-two  acres  of  level,  fertile  bottom 
land,  lying  between  the  lake  and  Sugar  creek, 
well  located  but  run  down  when  it  came  into 
his  possession.  His  thoroughly  modem  sys- 
tem has  changed  it  in  every  detail.  Clover 
would  not  grow,  and  Mr.  Rogers  started  using 
lime  at  each  seeding,  with  the  most  gratifying 
results,  the  hay  crop  alone  having  trebled  in 
volume,  with  corresponding  increases  in  all 
lines.  He  has  bought  good  grade  cattle,  keeps 
a  nice  flock  of  sheep,  and  by  varying  his  opera- 
tions sufficiently  finds  occupation  for  all  the 
year,  with  a  material  increase  in  the  income 
from  his  land.  The  house  on  this  place,  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  vicinity,  was  built  about 
seventeen  years  ago  by  Mr.  Sweeney,  a  former 
owner,  who  had  the  material  hauled  from 
Meadville  in  order  to  get  just  what  he  con- 
sidered best  for  its  construction.  The  land  is 
within  the  borough  limits  of  Cooperstown,  and 
Was  at  one  time  known  as  the  Gates  farm. 
Mr.  Rogers  has  succeeded  in  bringing  it  up  to 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  now  has  his 
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work  there  so  well  systematized  that  he  is 
looking  for  another  piece  of  land  to  extend 
his  operations.  He  stands  well  with  his  fellow 
citizens  for  his  public  spirit  and  services,  hav- 
ing cooperated  with  them  in  all  good  move- 
ments and  done  his  full  share  in  keeping  com- 
munity affairs  up  to  standard.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  a  Republican  in  party  mat- 
ters, and  active  in  the  social  and  religious  life 
of  the  borough,  he  and  his  family  all  taking 
part  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school  work  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination  here; 
Mr.  Rogers  is  church  treasurer.  He  affiliates 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at  Cooperstown, 
and  IS  the  present  noble  grand  of  that  organi- 
zation. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Rogers 
was  married,  at  Youngsville,  Warren  Co.,  Pa., 
to  Ella  Brown,  who  was  then  nineteen  years 
old.  Eight  children  have  been  bom  to  them: 
Edward,  who  is  now  in  the  United  States  army 
and  stationed  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn. ;  Alice, 
a  ^aduate  of  the  Qarion  State  Normal  School, 
who  is  teaching  her  third  term  in  Jackson 
township  and  lives  at  home;  Clarence,  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Cooperstown  high  school,  class  of 
1918;  Homer,  who  is  a  first  year  student  in 
the  Cooperstown  high  school;  Francis;  Eva; 
Virginia,  and  Vera. 

In  the  maternal  line  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  grand- 
son of  Edward  McCracken,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  in  which  he  served  four  years  on 
the  Union  side.  Two  of  his  sons,  Edward  E. 
and  Benjamin  McCracken,  are  residents  of 
Oil  City  and  engaged  in  the  oil  business. 

THOMAS  S.  ELLIOTT,  of  Franklin, 
bears  a  name  which  has  been  respected  in 
Venango  county  and  associated  with  the  mak- 
ing of  history  there  through  an  extended 
period,  and  he  has  commanded  equal  respect 
by  his  own  worthy  career,  one  of  active  serv- 
ive  in  several  lines  of  usefulness.  In  fact,  he 
may  be  called  a  representative  member  of  his 
family.  His  grandfather  was  one  of  the  most 
competent  officials  of  his  day  here.  His  fa- 
ther worked  in  the  interest  of  good  municipal 
government,  and  he  himself  has  been  an 
earnest  laborer  in  behalf  of  clean  politics. 

Robert  Elliott,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Thomas  S.  Elliott,  came  to  this  section  from 
the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  presumably 
the  vicinity  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  county. 
After  living  in  and  around  Franklin  for  sev- 
eral years,  he  settled  at  the  mouth  of  Hem- 
lock creek,  in  President  township,  built  the 
first  mill  in  that  part  of  Venango  county,  and 
also  carried  on  farming,  his  principal  occu- 


pation through  life.  He  was  a  leading  resident 
of  that  section  for  many  years.  The  remainder 
of  his  life  was  spent  there,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
with  several  other  members  of  their  family, 
are  buried  in  a  small  inclosed  graveyard  in 
the  village  of  President.  Robert  Elliott  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Fleming,  who  like  himself  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  parentage,  and  of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  them  seven  grew  to  maturity: 
David,  William,  Robert,  Sanderson,  George, 
Martha  (Mrs.  John  Lamb)  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Hamilton). 

William  Elliott,  the  second  son  of  Robert 
Elliott,  was  bom  Jan.  25,  1803,  o"  what  be- 
came subsequently  known  as  the  James  Rus- 
sell farm  in  the  present  limits  of  President 
township.  His  opportunities  were  of  course 
limited,  but  he  had  an  active  mind  and  much 
practical  sense,  and  he  was  always  regarded 
among  his  associates  as  a  man  of  remarkable 
intelligence.  When  a  young  man  he  went  into 
business  at  Franklin  as  a  merchant,  and  was 
so  occupied  until  he  became  interested  in  the 
Franklin  foundry  in  1849,  as  one  of  the  firm 
of  Elliott  &  Epley.  Meantime  he  also  acquired 
prominence  as  a  county  official.  When  only 
twenty-six  years  old,  in  1829,  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner,  which  office  he  held  for 
one  term.  For  two  years,  1844  and  1845,  he 
served  as  county  treasurer;  and  in  1854  he 
was  elected  prothonotary,  taking  the  oath  of 
office  Dec.  4th  of  that  year.  He  died  at  Frank- 
lin July  20,  1857,  before  the  completion  of  his 
term.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  an 
influential  party  worker  practically  from  the 
time  he  attained  his  majority.  In  all  his  re- 
sponsibilities, whether  those  of  his  own  busi- 
ness ventures  or  the  larger  interests  aflFecting 
the  whole  community,  he  was  uniformly  care- 
ful, judicious  and  honorable.  He  was  not  a 
member  of  church,  but  shortly  before  his 
death  he  acted  as  superintendent  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Sunday  school,  and  he  always  sup- 
e^rted  and  encouraged  religious  enterprises, 
is  parents  were  members  of  the  Seceder 
Presb)rterian  Chufch. 

In  1835  William  Elliott  was  married  to 
Mary  Kinnear,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Col. 
James  Kinnear,  the  latter  a  native  of  Scotland 
and  an  early  and  prominent  resident  of  Frank- 
lin. Colonel  Kinnear 's  wife  was  of  Dutch 
parentage.  Of  the  seven  children  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elliott,  six  grew  up,  namely:  Jane 
H.,  who  married  Col.  J.  H.  Cain;  James  K., 
father  of  Thomas  S.  Elliott ;  Robert  Fleming ; 
William  D. ;  Thomas  H.,  and  Edward  C.  The 
four  sons  last  named  were  for  some  time  as- 
sociated in  business  as  members  of  the  firm 
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of  Elliott  Brothers,  dealers  in  hardware,  coal 
and  oil  well  supplies.  All  continued  to  reside 
in  Franklin  except  Edward  C,  who  went  to 
Li^e,  Belgium,  in  the  interest  of  the  Anglo- 
American  Oxide  Company. 

James  K.  Elliott,  second  son  of  William 
Elliott,  was  bom  Sept.  13,  1841,  and  died  Oct. 
3,  1910,  at  Franklin,  after  a  well  spent  life. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  plumber  and  tinner, 
which  he  followed  for  over  twenty-five  years 
at  Franklin,  where  he  was  also  active  in  public 
matters.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  four 
years  in  the  Union  army,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany I,  i42d  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  was 
wounded  once,  in  the  left  forearm.  For  sev- 
eral terms  he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council 
of  Franklin,  in  that  capacity  showing  excel- 
lent judgment  and  a  conscientious  regard  for 
the  wishes  of  those  he  represented.  On  po- 
litical questions  he  was  a  Democrat.  Fra- 
ternally he  was  one  of  the  foremost  Odd  Fel- 
lows of  his  city,  always  taking  an  active  part 
in  all  branches  of  the  order.  He  gave  much 
consideration  to  the  betterment  of  the  Orphans' 
Home  at  Meadville,  where  he  was  always  a 
welcome  visitor.  His  religious  connection  was 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

For  his  first  wife  James  K.  Elliott  married 
Maria  Louise  Leschander,  who  was  bom  Jan. 
18,  1843,  at  Lutring,  France,  and  died  Feb. 
8,  1882,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter,  six  of  whom  survived  her.  Fred- 
rick L.  died  Jan.  7,  1896,  when  past  twenty- 
eight  years  old ;  George  Washington  died  Feb. 
Q,  1893,  when  almost  twenty- four  years  old; 
Florence  Jane  died  Aug.  19,  1898,  when  almost 
twenty-eight ;  William  H.  survives ;  James  K., 
Jr.,  died  Sept.  8,  1875,  when  fourteen  months 
old,  at  St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.  ; 
Thomas  St.  Clair  and  John  B.  survive.  The 
latter  is  at  present  city  treasurer  of  Franklin. 
Nearly  five  years  after  the  mother's  death  the 
father  remarried,  his  second  union  being  with 
Anna  D.  Gates,  from  near  Cooperstown,  Ven- 
ango county.    They  had  no  children. 

Thomas  S.  Elliott  was  bom  Sept.  10,  1876, 
at  St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  county,  but  he  was 
reared  at  Franklin,  where  he  had  excellent 
public  school  advantages.  When  ready  to  take 
up  the  serious  duties  of  life  he  worked  with 
his  father,  under  whom  he  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  tinning  business,  becoming 
an  expert  workman.  In  1906  he  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  he  has  added 
slating  to  the  original  line,  having  a  large  trade 
as  a  general  contractor  and  in  repair  work. 
His  business   location   is  on   Howard   street. 


Mr.  Elliott  has  established  himself  among  the 
substantial  men  of  the  community  in  more  ways 
than  one.  He  has  prospered  in  business 
through  his  own  exertions,  and  has  not  been 
lax  in  his  endeavors  to  promote  the  general 
welfare,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  Like  his 
father  and  grandfather  he  has  been  a  valued 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
served  many  times  on  the  election  board  and 
for  the  last  ten  years  as  register  of  his  district, 
his  familiarity  with  the  work  making  his  co- 
operation very  desirable.  In  the  November 
election,  191 7,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
city  council.  He  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious 
association,  an  Odd  Fellow  in  fraternal  affilia- 
tion, and  in  touch  with  local  aflFairs  on  many 
points.  During  the  Spanish-American  war  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  i6th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  and  saw  service  in  Porto  Rico. 

Thomas  S.  Elliott  married  Margaret  Jane 
Peddicord,  and  they  have  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  James  G.,  born  Nov.  i,  1902: 
Mildred  E.,  who  died  when  eleven  months  old ; 
and  Hazel  E.,  bom  March  24,  1905. 

MARION  VALENTINE  SMITH  (de- 
ceased) had  one  of  the  finest  farm  properties 
in  Irwin  township,  a  section  of  Venango  coun- 
ty noted  for  its  fertility  and  advantageous 
situation,  and  there  his  widow  and  sons  con- 
tinue to  reside,  keeping  up  the  work  to  which 
he  devoted  practically  all  of  his  best  years. 
The  fine  condition  of  the  fields,  substantial  and 
commodious  buildings,  well  considered  ar- 
rangement and  general  appearance  of  thrift 
in  details  make  the  estate  notable  even  in  this 
choice  neighborhood,  and  give  particular  evi- 
dence of  the  energetic  and  progressive  policy 
which  has  been  followed  consistently  for  some 
thirty-five  years  in  the  development  of  the 
farm. 

Mr.  Smith  belonged  to  a  family  which  has 
been  established  in  this  region  for  more  than 
three  quarters  of  a  century,  Valentine  Smith, 
his  grandfather,  having  settled  with  his  family 
in  the  lower  end  of  Venango  county  about 
1840.  He  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  had 
lived  in  York  county,  this  State,  for  a  number 
of  years  prior  to  his  removal  here.  Between 
1845  and  1850  he  settled  on  the  farm  in  Irwin 
township  where  his  grandson  Millard  F.  Smith 
now  resides,  which  was  then  in  the  woods  and 
which  he  developed  from  its  primitive  state, 
that  being  his  home  place.  Some  of  the  old 
trees  are  still  standing.  He  gave  this  place  to 
his  son  William,  who  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Ho  vis, 
and  after  being  out  of  the  family  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  it  was  bought  back  by  Samuel 
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Smith,  another  son  of  Valentine,  upon  his 
death  going  to  the  present  owner.  Valentine 
Smith  died  in  Venango  county  in  the  latter 
sixties,  when  past  eighty  years  of  age,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  Samuel,  with  whom  he  had 
spent  his  declining  years.  His  wife  preceded 
him  to  the  grave. 

Samuel  Smith,  son  of  Valentine,  was  the 
father  of  Marion  Valentine  Smith.  He  was 
bom  in  1820  in  York  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  accompanying  his  father  to 
Venango  county  in  1840.  Farming  was  his 
principal  occupation  throughout  life,  and  in 
connection  he  carried  on  butchering  for  ten 
years,  selling  meat  to  the  railroad  builders ;  he 
slaughtered  an  average  of  a  head  of  stock  a 
day,  and  marketed  it  chiefly  at  Scrubgrass. 
His  early  married  life  was  passed  on  a  place 
adjoining  his  father's  home  property,  and  the 
house  which  he  occupied  still  remains  there, 
but  the  bam  was  burned  some  time  ago.  This 
farm  is  now  owned  by  William  Allen.  In  time 
he  acquired  the  ownership  of  the  old  home 
pjace,  which  his  father  had  given  to  his  brother 
William,  who  built  the  bam  which  still  stands 
thereon.  Samuel  Smith  was  very  successful, 
being  able  to  give  a  farm  to  each  of  his  sons. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  active  men  of  his 
time  in  that  section,  filling  nearly  all  the  town- 
ship offices,  and  serving  two  or  three  terms  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  also  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Church  of  God.  with  which 
his  father  was  identified  from  the  beginning, 
having  been  one  of  the  founders. 

In  1853  Samuel  Smith  married  Eliza 
McMullen,  who  survived  him  many  years,  his 
death  occurring  Aug.  19,  1880,  when  he  was 
fifty-nine  years  old.  She  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  He  is  buried  in  Mount 
Irwin  cemetery.  Six  sons  and  three  daughters 
were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely :  John  W. 
is  farming  in  Sandy  Lake  township,  Mercer 
Co.,  Pa.;  Marion  Valentine  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Millard  P.,  bom  May  15,  1856,  in  Irwin 
township,  on  the  farm  adjoining  his  present 
home,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  and  stock 
raiser  and  prominent  township  official,  married 
Nettie  Matthews  and  has  had  three  children, 
Ella  M.  (living  at  home),  Frank  and  Park,  the 
last  named  dying  in  infancy;  David  died  in 
boyhood ;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  E.  L.  Riddle,  of 
Rocky  Grove;  Clayton  is  a  farmer  in  Irwin 
township ;  Sherman  R.  is  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work;  Marv  is  the  wife  of  D.  W. 
Walters,  of  Wesley,  this  county ;  Alice,  twin  of 
Mary,  is  the  wife  of  R.  M.  McDowell,  of  Lis- 
bon, in  Scmbgrass  township,  this  county. 

Marion  Valentine  Smith  was  born  in  Irwin 


township  Feb.  27,  1854,  grew  up  on  the  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools. 
At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  the  spring  of 
1883,  he  settled  on  the  farm  in  Irwin  township 
where  his  family  are  still  established,  his 
father  giving  him  115  acres  to  which  he  added 
later,  the  property  now  having  an  area  of  175 
acres.  There  were  no  buildings  on  the  land,  so 
he  erected  the  residence  which  was  ever  after- 
ward his  home,  and  thereafter  devoted  his 
energies  to  general  farming.  He  also  raised 
considerable  tmck,  taking  vegetables  to  the 
Franklin  market  once  a  week,  and  in  fact  made 
the  most  of  all  the  resources  of  his  property, 
which  he  cultivated  very  profitably.  He  was 
very  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  serving  as 
school  director  and  road  supervisor,  and  took 
an  active  interest  in  all  other  local  affairs, 
participating  in  the  work  of  the  Amity  Presby- 
terian Church,  which  is  but  half  a  mile  from 
the  farm.  His  political  support  was  given  to 
the  Republican  party.  He  continued  to  take 
care  of  his  various  interests  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Feb.  8,  1914,  near  the  close  of 
his  sixtieth  year ;  he  is  buried  in  Mount  Irwin 
cemetery,  at  Amity  Church. 

On  March  22,  1883,  Mr.  Smith  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Catherine  Beighlea,  then  twenty- 
three  years  old,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Shaner)  Beighlea,  formerly  of  Lancaster 
township,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beigh- 
lea had  two  children  when  they  removed  to 
Venango  county,  settling  in  the  Yard  school 
district  in  Irwin  township.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Ralph  died 
in  childhood ;  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Adams, 
of  Irwin  township;  William  Lloyd  is  an  oil 
producer  of  Irwin  township  (he  married  Alice 
Eakin)  ;  Harry  Merl  is  engaged  as  an  oil 
pumper  (he  married  Winnie  Eakin)  ;  Fred  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  grammar  and  high 
schools,  and  is  now  assisting  in  the  c^eration 
of  the  home  farm;  Raymond  also  lives  at 
home ;  Helen  is  attending  high  school. 

Mrs.  Smith  and  her  sons  have  carried  on  the 
farm  with  the  care  and  skill  which  has  been 
characteristic  of  the  management  of  this  prop- 
erty, following  general  farming  and  keeping 
some  good  stock.  They  have  recently  built  a 
silo,  which  is  but  one  of  many  modem  features 
about  the  place.  A  running  water  system  has 
been  installed  in  the  house  and  buildings,  sup- 
plied from  a  well  drilled  to  a  depth  of  ninety- 
five  feet,  and  there  are  numerous  other  con- 
veniences which  facilitate  the  farm  operations 
and  save  labor,  besides  adding  to  the  comfort 
of  the  home  and  the  value  of  the  property. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


726 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


SAMUEL  N.  MOYAR,  of  Rouseville,  has 
long  held  a  place  among  the  enterprising  busi- 
ness men  in  that  part  of  Venango  county.  He 
belongs  to  a  family  of  old  Pennsylvania  stock, 
the  name  being  found  most  frequently  spelled 
Moyer,  sometimes  Mayer.  John  Moyar,  his 
grandfather,  passed  most  of  his  life  in  Bed- 
tord  county.  Pa.,  spending  his  latter  years  with 
his  daughter  and  son-in-law  in  Armstrong 
county,  this  State,  and  dying  there.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Ruth  Reed,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Martin,  Martha  (Mrs.  Reed)  and 
John  R. 

John  R.  Moyar,  father  of  Samuel  N.  Moyar, 
was  reared  in  Bedford  county,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Cambria  county  and  eventually  to 
Venango  county,  locating  at  Kaneville,  in  Corn- 
planter  township,  where  his  death  occurred. 
His  children  were:  William,  Elizabeth  Jane, 
Samuel  N.  and  Martha. 

Samuel  N.  Moyar  was  born  June  26,  i860, 
in  Armstrong  county,  and  was  a  mere  child 
when  the  family  settled  in  Cornplanter  town- 
ship, where  he  was  reared.  After  attending 
the  local  public  schools  he  became  a  student  in 
a  commercial  college  at  Titusville,  from  which 
he  was  graduated,  subsequently  spending  a 
year  in  Warren  county  during  the  oil  excite- 
ment at  Cherry  Grove  and  later  entering  the 
drilling  business,  which  he  iollowed  for  three 
years  at  President  and  for  two  years  at  Pe- 
troleum Center.  He  then  located  at  Rouse- 
ville, where  he  was  originally  occupied  in  the 
coal  and  lumber  business  and  teaming,  in  time 
becoming  interested  in  the  oil  well  supply  busi- 
ness, which  he  carries  on  at  present  under  the 
name  of  the  Rouseville  Supply  Company.  He 
established  this  concern  in  company  with  his 
brother  William,  J.  W.  Waitz  and  F.  L.  Fry, 
but  has  since  purchased  their  several  shares, 
being  now  the  sole  owner,  having  a  well 
equipped  plant  at  Rouseville  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  oil  and  water  tanks  and  other  com- 
modities. Meantime  Mr.  Moyar  has  also  ac- 
quired interests  as  an  oil  producer,  as  owner 
or  part  owner  of  several  leases,  being  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother  William  in  one  situated 
in  Cranberry  and  Sugar  Creek  townships,  also 
having  land  at  Rouseville.  He  has  other  wells 
on  his  fine  farm  of  189  acres  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, which  he  also  cultivates  profitably.  The 
success  of  his  projects  may  be  attributed  en- 
tirely to  his  diligence  and  good  management, 
in  which  he  has  shown  notable  executive  ability 
and  careful  judgment.  Though  conservative 
and  prudent  in  his  operations  he  is  courageous 
about  venturing  into  new  fields,  and  has  reaped 


the  rewards  due  him.  Mr.  Moyar  has  not  nar- 
rowed his  activities  to  business,  taking  part 
in  the  social  life  of  his  community  and  in  mat- 
ters of  importance  to  its  general  welfare.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Rouseville  school  board  and 
has  served  as  president  of  that  body.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  Mason,  a  member  and  past 
master  of  Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Rouseville;  a  member  of  Oil  City  Chapter, 
No.  236,  R.  A.  M.;  of  Talbot  Commandery, 
No.  43,  K.  T. ;  charter  member  of  Venango 
Lodge  of  Perfection — ^all  of  Oil  City ;  member 
of  Pittsburgh  Consistory;  and  Syria  Temple, 
A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Pittsburgh. 

By  his  marriage  to  Mary  R.  Smith,  daughter 
of  Wilson  Smith,  Mr.  Moyar  has  the  following 
family:  Eugene  Smith,  who  attended  Culver 
Military  Academy,  at  Culver,  Ind.,  for  three 
years,  and  is  now  in  the  United  States  service 
as  aviator  in  the  navy,  at  present  with  the 
American  forces  in  Ireland ;  Mary  Evangeline, 
a  student ;  Samuel  Wilson,  formerly  a  student 
at  Culver  Military  Academy,  now  enlisted  in 
the  Naval  Reserves,  United  States  service; 
Garnet  Jane;  Sarah  Helen;  Mabel  Catherine, 
and  William  Hunter. 

BRODHEAD.  Among  the  ancient  and 
honorable  famiUes  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania is  that  of  Brodhead.  The  progenitor  of 
this  family  is  said  to  have  come  from  Ger- 
many to  England  and  to  have  settled  at  Roys- 
ton,  in  Yorkshire,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VHL 
On  Feb.  28,  1610,  King  James  I  granted  the 
manor  of  Burton,  or  Monk  Britton,  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  to  John  Brodhead 
and  George  Wood,  the  principal  freeholders 
of  that  place. 

(I)  Daniel  Brohead,  a  grand-nephew  of  the 
above  grantee,  was  the  first  of  this  family 
to  reach  America.  About  1660  he  was  married 
to  Anne  Tye  (died  1714),  a  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Lettos  (Salmon)  Tye.  Four 
years  later,  as  a  captain  of  grenadiers  under 
Charles  H,  he  came  to  America  with  Colonel 
Nichols  from  Yorkshire,  and  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  New  Netherlands  to  the 
British  crown.  He  had  brought  his  household 
with  him,  intending  to  settle  in  the  province 
after  its  conquest,  and,  being  a  zealous  royal- 
ist, he  was  stationed  at  Esopus,  Ulster  county. 
New  York,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  colony, 
where  he  remained  till  his  death,  July  14, 
1667.  To  him  and  his  wife  Anne  were  bom 
the  following  children: 

(H)  (i)  Daniel,  bom  in  1661  in  Yorkshire, 
England,     died     in     1690,     unmarried;     (2) 
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Charles,  bom  1663,  married  Nov.  14,  1693, 
Marie  Tenbrook,  at  Kingston;  (3)  Richard, 
bom  1666,  married  Miss  Janvier. 

The  county  of  Ulster  having  been  settled 
By  Hollanders  and  Huguenots,  the  Brodhead 
family  from  the  first  became  so  inten\'Oven 
with  these  and  identified  with  them  in  feelings 
and  interests  as  to  give  to  the  world  a  people 
distinguished  by  the  most  valuable  traits  of 
character.  Of  the  third  generation  in  America 
we  have  but  the  names  of  two  members: 

(HI)  Daniel  Brohead,  son  of  Richard,  mar- 
ried Hester  Wyngart,  and  removed  to  Dans- 
ville,  on  Brodhead's  creek,  Monroe  Co.,  Pa.,  in 
1736.    To  them  were  born: 

(IV)  (i)  Daniel,  bom  1736,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Depui,  and  was  a  general  in  the 
American  Revolution;  (2)  Garrett,  officer  in 
the  Revolution,  and  grandfather  of  Hon. 
Richard  Brodhead,  formerly  United  States 
senator;  (3)  Charles;  (4)  Luke;  and  (5)  Ann 
Gaston.  Through  this  Pennsylvania  branch 
came  the  Brodheads  of  Kittanning  and  those 
of  Oil  City — formerly. 

(III)  Wessel  Brodhead,  son  of  Charles, 
bom  Jan.  26,  1703,  died  Aug.  7,  1774.  He 
married  Jan.  25,  1734,  Catharine  Dubois,  bom 
Oct.  3,  1774,  died  Feb.  18,  1802.  They  lived 
at  New  Paltz,  N.  Y.    Children: 

(IV)  (i)  Charles  W.,  born  at  Marble- 
town,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  12,  1742,  died  Sept.  21, 
1799.  He  married  Sarah  Hardenburg,  Oct. 
17,  1766;  was  a  captain  in  the  Colonial  army 
during  the  Revolution  and  commander  of  a 
company  of  grenadiers  which  he  raised,  mainly 
at  his  own  expense,  and  was  present,  under 
General  Gates,  at  Burgoyne's  surrender  at 
Saratoga.      Children : 

(V)  (i)  Wessel,  bom  about  1767.  married 
Antye  Hardenburg,  and  died  in  May, 
1841 ;  he  was  judge  of  Ulster  county,  N. 
Y.  (2)  Marite,  married  Rev.  Theodorick 
Romeyn,  D.  D.,  founder  of  Union  College, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Rev.  John  Brod- 
head Romeyn,  a  distinguished  Presbyterian 
clergyman  of  the  last  century.  (3)  Abram  H. 
married  Anna  Van  Horn.  (4)  Charles  mar- 
ried Antye  Schoonmaker.  (5)  Daniel  married 
Mary  Shaw.     (6)  Jacob,  bom  May  14,  1782. 

(V)  Jacob  Brodhead,  born  May  14,  1782, 
died  June  5,  1855.  In  1804  he  married  Eliza 
Bleecker,  daughter  of  John  N.  Bleecker,  of 
Albany.  She  died  in  May,  1841,  and  he 
married  (second)  in  1844,  Mrs.  Fanny  Spen- 
cer, of  Brooklyn.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Col- 
legiate Reformed  Dutch  Church,  New  York, 
and  of  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
Philadelphia;  a  chaplain  in  the  War  of  1812; 


trustee  of  Queen's  (now  Rutgers)  College. 
Children  \ 

(VI)  (i)  Daughter  married  George  Mer- 
win  Atwater,  of  Springfield,  Mass.;  (2)  John 
Romeyn,  Esq.,  born  1814,  died  May  6,  1873; 
married  Eugenia  Bloodgood,  great-grand- 
daughter of  Colonel  \^an  Schaick,  of  the 
American  Revolution.  John  Romeyn  Brod- 
head was  a  noted  historian  of  New  York,  the 
first  American  .whose  official  capacity  it  was 
to  go  abroad  to  secure  historical  and  genealog- 
ical records. 

To  the  Hon.  Wessel  Brohead  and  his  wife, 
Antye  (Hardenburg)  were  bom: 

(VI)  (i)  John  Hardenburg  married  Eliza- 
beth Schoonmaker.     Children: 

(VII)  (i)  John  Lounsbur>%  deceased;  (2) 
Wessel,  born  July  4,  1832,  died  Sept.  4,  1909, 
who  married  Margaret  Mayes,  of  Franklin; 
(3)  Ann  Tye,  who  married  Jesse  Steen,  of 
New  Paltz,  N.  Y. ;  (4)  Charity  Katharine, 
who  married  a  Garrison;  and  (5)  Jacob 
James. 

Through  this  latter  family  came  the  Frank- 
lin line  of  Brodheads.  Wessel,  second  son  of 
John  Hardenburg  Brodhead,  attracted  to  the 
oil  regions  of  western  Pennsylvania  in  the 
sixties,  found  Franklin  life  congenial  and  lo- 
cated there,  engaging  in  the  buying  and  selling 
of  leases.  After  a  time  he  resumed  work  at 
his  trade,  cabinetmaking,  doing  the  fine  wood- 
work in  many  of  the  old  buildings  of  Franklin, 
such  as  building  stairways,  window  frames, 
etc.  His  skill  as  a  mechanic  gained  him  a 
fine  reputation,  and  he  became  identified  with 
much  of  the  earlier  history  of  the  city.  Al- 
though he  had  retired  from  business  some 
years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  Sept. 
4.  1909,  yet  he  always  retained  an  interest 
in  every  phase  of  activity.  On  Aug.  14,  1867, 
he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Meadville,  Pa., 
to  Margaret  Mayes,  by  the  Rev.  James  Mar- 
vin. Through  this  marriage  there  was  added 
to  the  Brodhead  family  another  line  equally 
distinguished  in  the  annals  of  American  his- 
tory, which  included  the  Moore,  Meade  and 
Curtis  families.  Jacob  Mayes  (born  1807,  died 
1861),  the  father  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Brodhead. 
belonged  to  a  family  of  patriots  as  far  back  as 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  a  well  known 
resident  of  Franklin  in  his  day,  having  been 
in  business  there  for  about  thirty  years  as  a 
tailor  and  clothing  merchant.  His  clothing 
store  was  the  first  in  the  city,  and  as  there 
was  no  place  nearer  than  Pittsburgh  where  he 
could  purchase  stock,  he  made  the  trip  to  and 
from  that  city  several  times  on  foot.  In  1838 
he   married   Sarah   Moore    (born    18 13,   died 
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1901),  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Meade)  Moore.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayes  were 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Franklin,  and  their  home  was 
always  headquarters  for  visiting  ministers  of 
that  denomination.  During  the  **oil  excite- 
ment'' this  comfortable  home,  on  the  corner 
of  what  is  now  Thirteenth  and  Liberty  streets, 
also  became  the  headquarters  for  a  number 
of  prominent  oil  men,  among  whom  were  John 
D.  Rockefeller  and  his  brother  William. 
Their  homestead  contained  a  very  fine  well 
which  supplied  the  people  of  Franklin  with 
water.  Mrs.  Mayes,  so  lovingly  remembered 
by  her  acquaintances  as  "grandma,"  was  the 
capable  type  of  woman  developed  by  pioneer 
surroundings.  In  her  youth  she  was  a  won- 
derful rifle  shot  and  could  drive  a  nail  with 
a  rifle  bullet.  Her  father,  William  Moore 
(born  at  Lancaster,  June  23,  1772,  died  at 
Franklin,  Dec.  24,  1837),  was  the  first  pro- 
thonotary  of  \'enango,  as  well  as  that  of  Craw- 
ford county,  and  his  well  kept  records  are  a 
treasure  to  the  county.  His  father  was  Dr. 
Robert  Moore,  a  well  known  physician  of 
Lancaster  at  the  time  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion and  later,  under  whom  William  read 
medicine  before  he  removed  to  Meade's  set- 
tlement (now  Meadville)  ;  and  during  the 
Indian  troubles  he  acted  as  assistant  surgeon 
to  the  force  protecting  that  point.  It  was  there 
he  married,  May  21,  1799,  Margaret  (born 
June  19,  1781,  died  June  19,  1829),  eldest 
daughter  of  Gen.  David  Meade  and  his  first 
wife,  Aenes  Wilson,  daughter  6f  John  and 
Janet  Wilson,  of  Northumberland  county. 
General  Meade  was  bom  at  Hudson,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  17,  1752,  and  died  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  the 
city  named  in  his  honor,  which  he  founded, 
Aug.  23.  1816.  He  was  the  son  of  Darius 
Meade  (born  March  28,  1728)  and  his  wife 
Ruth  Curtis  (bom  1734;  and  the  first  white 
person  to  die  a  natural  death  at  Meadville — 
1794),  both  natives  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  was 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  during 
the  American  Revolution,  serving  as  captain 
in  Col.  Archibald  Leach's  Company  of  West- 
moreland county;  was  major-general  of  the 
i6th  Division  during  the  War  of  1812,  in 
which  division  two  of  his  sons-in-law,  William 
Moore  and  Patrick  Farrelly  (afterward  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate)  were 
majors.  General  Meade  is  described  as  a 
man  of  uncommon  bodily  strength,  standing 
six  feet,  three  inches,  and  large  in  proportion : 
in  deportment  sedate  and  grave,  but  aflFable, 
easy  of  access,  and  without  ostentation.  His 
vigorous  mind  was  ever  actively  engaged  upon 


public  or  private  business.  By  his  first  wife, 
Agnes  Wilson,  who  died  in  1795,  he  was  the 
father  of  nine  children.  In  1796  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Jennette  Finney,  the  first  school  teacher 
in  Meadville,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Finney,  Esq.,  and  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  seven  more  children,  making  in  all 
sixteen.  His  mansion  is  said  to  have  been 
noted  for  hospitality,  and  in  his  later  years 
the  morning  and  evening  sacrifice  arose  from 
his  family  altar.  He  died  on  the  23d  of  Aug- 
ust, 1816.  During  the  Indian  raid  of  1791-92 
Darius  Meade,  father  of  David  Meade,  was 
killed,  while  plowing  a  field,  by  a  Seneca  chief 
named  Conewyando.  Darius  Meade  also 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  of  Northumber- 
land county.  He  was  the  sixth  in  generation 
from  William  Meade,  who,  with  his  wife, 
Ruth  Hardy  Meade  (died  1657)  came  from 
England  in  1640  and  settled  at  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  from  whom  have  come  an  honored 
people. 

Wessel  Brodhead  (VII)  and  his  wife  Mar- 
garet (Mayes)  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Mayes  Hardenburg,  bom  Feb. 
18,  1869;  John  Pearson,  bom  July  13,  1871 ; 
Thomas  Wilson,  born  April  8,  1^3,  a  wdl- 
known  merchant,  formerly  of  Polk,  Pa.,  who 
married  Minnie  Krepp ;  Elizabeth  Meade,  bom 
Jan.  18,  1875,  at  homer  Watson  Decker,  bom 
Sept.  21,  1876;  Wessel  Meade,  bom  June  7, 
1879,  graduate  of  Franklin  high  school,  1897, 
a  fine  specimen  of  manhood,  over  six  feet  in 
height,  member  of  Company  F,  i6th  Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment,  during  Spanish-American 
war,  who  died  in  the  service  at  Chickamauga, 
July  25,  1898;  and  Richard  Romayne.  bom 
Oct.  23,  1881,  who  died  in  October,  1918. 

In  the  life  and  personality  of  John  Pear- 
son Brodhead,  A.  B.,  we  find  a  reproduction 
of  many  excellent  traits  of  the  honored  an- 
cestry of  this  family.  The  above  description 
of  his  matemal  ancestor — General  Meade — ^is 
almost  typical  of  him  in  appearance.  As  a 
minister  of  the  gospel,  and  as  superintendent 
of  the  Free  Methodist  missions  of  South 
Africa  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years,  his 
life  work  has  even  surpassed  that  of  his  kins- 
folk in  the  Brodhead  family.  As  a  public 
speaker  he  has  few  equals  and  is  at  present 
secretary  of  the  Intemational  League  of  Mis- 
sions, with  headquarters  at  Chicago.  On  Oct. 
29,  1 89 1,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna 
Chloe  San  ford,  by  Bishop  Wilson  T.  Hogue. 
His  wife,  who  is  a  woman  of  fine  accomplish- 
ments, was  a  teacher  of  art  in  Greenville 
College  (Illinois)  prior  to  her  going  as  a  mis- 
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sionary  to  Africa.  Her  parents,  who  were 
David  Hoyt  and  Harriet  Newell  Dodd  (Dod) 
Sanford,  were  both  members  of  worthy  lines 
of  ancestors  dating  back  over  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  years  of  American  history.  Her 
father  was,  for  a  number  of  years,  an  elder 
in  the  Park  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Erie,  while  her  mother,  who  was  a  sister  of 
Levi  Dodd  (an  early  resident  of  Franklin), 
and  an  aunt  of  S.  C.  T.  Dodd,  a  former  attor- 
ney of  the  Standard  Oil  Trust,  in  company 
with  her  daughter.  Miss  Harriet  Sanford,  of 
Franklin,  spent  seven  years  with  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brodhead  at  Fair  View,  South  Africa. 
The  Rev.  Thaddeus  Dod,  who  was  joint 
founder  with  the  Rev.  John  McMillan,  D.  D., 
of  what  is  now  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College,  was  a  grand-uncle  of  Mrs.  Sanford. 

Watson  Decker  Brodhead  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Franklin  in  his  youth,  and 
afterward  learned  the  trade  of  machinist, 
which  he  followed  for  ten  years.  He  then 
took  up  his  present  business,  the  bottling  of 
the  fine  spring  water  which  is  on  his  own 
property,  at  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  Fourth 
street.  The  spring  is  deep,  and  the  Brodhead 
Famous  Spring  Water,  as  the  product  is  now 
k-nown,  is  of  high  quality,  and  has  a  normal 
temperature  of  forty-five  degrees,  being  very 
desirable  for  table  use.  Mr.  Brodhead  has 
built  up  a  large  trade,  and  has  an  auto  truck 
for  local  deliveries,  also  shipping  considerable 
quantities.  He  gives  all  his  time  to  this  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Brodhead  married  Harriet  Schuler 
(Schuyler),  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Margaret 
(Jones)  Schuyler,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Margaret  (McCool)  Jones,  of 
Irwin  township,  this  county.  Daniel  Schuyler, 
who  belonged  to  the  well  known  New  York 
family  of  that  name,  was  a  native  of  West- 
moreland county.  Pa.,  served  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  later  settled  in  Irwin  township,  Venango 
county,  where  he  followed  farming.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  there  till  his  death.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brodhead  have  no  children.  He  has  ad- 
hered to  the  faith  of  his  maternal  ancestry 
for  three  generations,  being  a  member  of  the 
Free  Methodist  Church. 

GEORGE  A.  RUMSEY,  of  Clintonville, 
Pa.,  president  of  the  People's  National  Bank, 
has  been  its  executive  head  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  1908.  He  has  also  found  time  for  the 
management  of  his  oil  property,  which  re- 
ceives the  major  share  of  his  time.  Mr.  Rum- 
sey,  a  native  of  .  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  has 
spent  practically  all  his  life  in  Venango  county. 


OLIVER  CASS  SIGWORTH,  though  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Franklin  since  his  re- 
cent retirement,  is  best  known  as  a  citizen  of 
Canal  township.  He  has  more  than  a  local 
reputation.  He  has  been  a  farmer,  one  of  the 
best  in  his  locality,  where  he  settled  forty 
years  ago,  but  apparently  never  found  strenu- 
ous agricultural  work  conducive  to  "brain 
fag,"  for  he  has  been  a  lifelong  student  with 
a  gift  for  literary  expression,  having  been 
known  from  youth  through  his  articles  to  the 
local  papers,  many  of  which  have  attained 
wider  circulation.  His  ability  as  a  writer  has 
also  enabled  him  to  put  forth  his  advanced 
ideas  on  farming  most  effectively  and  to  give 
substantial  aid  to  projects  of  interest  to  farm- 
ers generally. 

Mr.  Sigworth  was  born  Nov.  27,  1849,  ^^ 
Fryburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  John  H. 
Sigworth  and  grandson  of  John  Sigworth, 
of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  who  was  one  of 
the  first  four  settlers  at  Fryburg,  where  he 
located  in  1817.  The  next  year  he  took  his 
wheat  across  the  mountains  to  mill,  all  the 
ordinary  facilities  being  lacking  in  the  neigh- 
borhood at  that  time.  The  nearest  store  was 
at  Pittsburgh.  John  Sigworth  remained  there 
until  his  death,  in  old  age,  and  of  the  nine 
children  which  he  reared  only  one  now  sur- 
vives, his  son  A.  L.  Sigworth,  of  Scotch  Hill, 
Qarion  county,  now  (1918)  past  ninety- four, 
with  mental  faculties  unimpaired. 

John  H.  Sigworth  was  bom  east  of  the 
mountains,  but  passed  most  of  his  life  in 
Clarion  county,  living  at  Fryburg  from  181 7 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  He 
married  Frances  Neely,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Henry  Neely,  who  was  a  captain  of  militia 
and  led  his  company  to  Erie  during  the  War 
of  1812,  serving  at  Fort  Niagara.  All  of  his 
family  of  nine  children  were  reared  in  Clarion 
county,  and  six  survive  at  this  writing.  Six 
of  them  were  teachers. 

Oliver  Cass  Sigworth  was  a  youth  of  seven- 
teen at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  which 
left  the  care  of  a  150-acre  farm  on  his 
shoulders,  and  he  helped  his  mother  until  the 
younger  children  were  grown.  A  sister  now 
owns  the  old  home  farm.  He  had  enjoyed 
the  best  common  school  advantages  which  the 
neighborhood  afforded,  but  little  attendance  at 
select  schools,  though  by  making  the  most  of 
his  opportunities  he  quaHfied  himself  for  teach- 
ing, and  was  so  engaged  for  four  terms  in 
Clarion  county.  There  he  remained  until  his 
removal  to  Venango  county  in  1878,  when  he 
came  into  possession  of  his  present  farm  on 
Warden  run    (a  branch  of  Sugar  creek),  a 
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tract  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Canal  township, 
seven  miles  north  of  Franklin.  It  was  the 
site  of  the  old  Hastings  mill,  which  had  been 
abandoned  ten  years  previously,  and  the  prop- 
erty was  greatly  run  down,  the  cleared  ground 
grown  over  with  brush  and  still  *'infested" 
with  numerous  stones,  which  he  has  cleared 
out  with  a  great  deal  of  labor.  Mr.  Sigworth 
has  also  cleared  several  more  acres,  and  he  has 
been  improving  the  place  systematically  and 
steadily,  all  the  present  buildings  being  of  his 
construction.  He  has  raised  large  quantities 
of  garden  truck,  making  a  specialty  of  mar- 
ket gardening  and  dairying,  keeping  from  eight 
to  ten  Jersey  cows  and  making  butter  for 
regular  customers,  and  also  selling  buttermilk. 
For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Sigworth  has  put 
up  a  popular  brand  of  horseradish  which  is 
found  in  all  the  stores  in  Franklin,  preparing 
some  five  thousand  bottles  each  winter  of 
"The  Old  Jigger's  Horse  Radish,"  as  it  is 
called. 

Under  his  nom  de  plume  of  "The  Old  Jigger 
from  up  the  Creek*  Mr.  Sigworth  and  his 
writings  have  become  well  known  to  all  the 
residents  of  Venango  county,  he  having  started 
his  contributions  to  the  local  press  when  but 
eighteen  years  old.  He  has  had  the  gratifica- 
tion of  seeing  them  extensively  copied,  some 
of  them  by  the  Toledo  Blade  with  compli- 
mentary comment  on  their  similarity  to  the 
wartime  articles  of  the  famous  Petroleum  V. 
Nasby  (David  Ross  Locke),  former  proprie- 
tor and  editor  of  the  Blade,  now  owned  by  his 
(son.  An  article  by  Mr.  Sigworth  on  the 
.  farmer's  condition  twenty  ^ears  ago  was  con- 
sidered worthy  of  quotation  in  the  English 
Parliament.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Grange  at  Canal,  Venango  county,  and  a  popu- 
lar contributor  to  various  farm  papers,  his 
recent  article  on  the  high  cost  of  living  at- 
tracting particular  attention.  The  Venango 
County  Fruit  Growers*  -Association  was  or- 
ganized principally  through  his  efforts,  and 
he  has  accomplished  other  good  things  by  his 
influence  and  substantial  encouragement.  Hav- 
ing always  been  a  student,  and  interested  in 
current  events,  he  has  kept  up  with  the  times 
in  thought  and  action,  devoting  all  his  spare 
time  to  reading,  and  being  an  early  riser  he 
has  done  much  of  his  reading  in  the  morning 
hours  before  commencing  his  farm  duties.  He 
has  frequently  obtained  books  from  the  Frank- 
lin library,  of  which  he  has  been  an  apprecia- 
tive patron.  Mr.  Sigworth  took  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  the  old-time  Lyceums,  partici- 
pating in  debates,  preparing  papers,  etc.,  and 
he  was  the  originator  of  the  "Pumpkin  Rige 


Debatin'  Club,"  many  of  whose  members  at- 
tained considerable  reputation. 

Mr.  Sigworth  has  been  called  upon  for  pub- 
lic service  in  the  administration  of  township 
affairs,  filling  a  number  of  offices,  and  he 
has  also  been  a  valued  campaign  worker  and 
public  speaker,  having  spoken  in  almost  ever>' 
schoolhouse  in  Venango  county,  as  well  as  at 
public  meetings  in  other  counties  in  this  part 
of  the  State.  He  did  notable  work  for  Con- 
gressman Sibley  when  he  was  the  Congres- 
sional nominee.  Though  reared  a  Lutheran 
Mr.  Sigworth  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Wesley  Chapel  M.  E.  Church  in  his  home 
neighborhood,  and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  lodge  at  Deckers  Run.  Sociable  and  broadly 
sympathetic,  he  has  taken  part  in  most  of  the 
activities  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  Canal  town- 
ship, but  he  has  never  taken  any  time  for  out- 
door sports,  his  recreation  being  found  most- 
ly in  mental  pursuits.  His  neighbors  and  other 
friends  honored  him  with  a  large  surprise 
party  on  his  sixty-eighth  birthday. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  Mr.  Sig- 
worth married  Agnes  Zeller,  of  Clarion  county, 
then  twenty  years  of  age,  whose  grandfather, 
John  Zeller,  settled  in  that  county  in  1820. 
Mrs.  Sigworth  died  after  thirty-five  years  of 
married  life.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
children,  namely:  Harry  B.,  of  Franklin,  a 
foreman  in  a  rollin^^  mill ;  John  H.,  an  attor- 
ney, now  in  Seattle,  Wash. ;  Nellie  Mabel,  wife 
of  William  J.  Wilson,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  and 
Zenia  Agnes,  wife  of  Frank  Miller  and  mother 
of  four  children,  Margaret  Ann,  James  Oliver, 
Frank,  Jr.,  and  Billy  Jay.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  and  their  family  resided  on  the  farm 
with  her  father  until  their  recent  removal  into 
the  city  of  Franklin.  Mr.  Sigworth  is  a  lover 
of  children,  and  has  reared  two  grandchildren. 
In  fact,  in  forty-five  years  he  has  never  lived 
in  a  house  in  which  there  were  no  children  less 
than  five  years  old.  Though  he  has  retired  and 
moved  to  Franklin  his  interest  in  the  country' 
has  not  lessened  and  he  puts  in  most  of  his 
time  choring  around  on  the  farm. ,  To  use  his 
own  words,  he  loves  "to  see  things  grow,  com- 
mune with  the  horses  and  cows,  and  see  the 
hoprs  eat.  and,  like  lots  of  humans,  try  to  get 
all  four  feet  in  the  trough." 

Mr.  Sig\\'orth*s  present  outlook  on  his  own 
future  and  that  of  the  world  in  general  is 
typical:  **It  is  said  in  youth  we  live  in  the 
future,  in  old  age  in  the  past.  I  often  dream 
of  ye  gud  olden  days,  but  would  not  return  to 
them.  This  is  the  golden  age  of  the  world. 
The  next  twenty-five  years  will  as  truly  wit- 
ness the  birth  of  a  new  world  as  the  years 
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following  the  time  when  the  'stars  sang  to- 
gether/ and  the  shepherds  of  the  Judean  hills 
followed  His  star  to  Bethlehem,  and  Christ 
walked  and  taught  in  Galilee,  witnessed  the 
birth  of  a  new  world.  Oh,  to  live  and  have  a 
part  in  it  will  be  heaven.  I  had  thought  when 
I  got  old,  wife  and  I  could  sit  under  our  own 
'vine  and  fig  tree'  with  a  cat  and  collie  dog 
sunning  themselves  at  our  feet;  an  old  sow 
lying  in  the  sun  suckling  a  bunch  of  little 
porkers — oh,  the  contented  curl  of  the  tail,  the 
happy  tug  at  the  fount  of  life  of  those  little 
fellows;  cows  wading  in  the  brook;  a  mare 
and  foal  stamping  flies;  with  grandchildren 
crawling  over  her  and  petting  the  colt;  and 
son  or  grandson  driving  the  reaper.  I  could 
have  it  all.  But  alas,  my  dear  old  wife  has 
gone  on  the  long,  long  trail,  and  is  waiting  in 
the  shade  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Styx  for 
the  landing  of  my  boat. 

"I  have  written  a  great  deal  of  wise  and 
otherwise  stuff,  have  stood  for  the  right  as 
God  showed  me  the  right,  and  if  anything  I 
have  written  has  for  a  moment  caused  an 
overburdened  heart  to  forget  its  cares  and 
heartaches  and  smile  I  feel  amply  repaid  for 
all  my  endeavors. 

'Trouble,  yes  I've  had  my  share  and  double; 
But  say,  ain't  it  fine  today?" 

We  quote  below  one  of  Mr.  Sigworth's  con- 
tributions to  the  local  press,  written  in  1909 
for  a  Franklin  paper  then  publishing  a  series 
of  biographical  articles  concerning  well  known 
citizens  of  the  county: 

"The  editor  has  kindly  allowed  me  to  write 
my  own  biography.  Of  this  I  am  glad,  as 
it  will  not  cause  any  of  my  friends  to  twist 
their  consciences,  and  for  once  I  dare  tell  the 
truth. 

"About  the  dawning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury a  young  Dutchman  emigrrated  from  Ger- 
many and,  with  six  fellow  Dutchmen,  settled 
at  Fryburg,  Clarion  county.  They  were 
twenty  miles  from  a  neighbor,  store  or  post 
office.  I  suppose  he  was  as  Dutch  and  dumb 
as  the  average  Dutchman  of  that  day.  His 
progeny  have  improved  somewhat.  We  mostly 
speak  English  now.  In  bourse  of  time — oh. 
yes,  he  was  married  to  Rosanna  Henlen,  a 
Dutch  lass.  A  son  was  born  to  them,  whom 
they  called  Yohonnas  Seigwart.  This  son  mar- 
ried Frances  Neely,  a  Yankee  of  Revolutionary 
stock ;  she  had  an  uncle,  Paul  Neely.  killed  at 
Bennington.  In  stock  breeding  it  is  an  estab- 
lished fact  that  in  crossing  two  diametrically 


opposite  families  of  the  same  genus  the  off- 
spring inherit  all  the  vices  and  none  of  the 
virtues  of  either  parent,  and  I  guess  it  holds 
good  in  the  human  species,  or  at  least  a  good 
many  of  my  neighbors  will  subscribe  to  it. 
They  built  a  log  house  and  settled  on  a  farm 
at  Fryburg  seventy-five  years  ago.  The  house, 
modernized,  is  still  occupied  and  has  never 
stood  a  day  empty.  Frances  Sigworth  occu- 
pied it  for  seventy  years,  dying  at  ninety-four 
years  of  age.  To  them  was  bom  a  son.  Being 
the  seventh  child  he  was  undoubtedly  looked 
upon,  as  in  most  cases  is  the  fact,  as  an  in- 
cumbrance, but,  being  God-fearing,  they  did 
not  strangle  the  intruder,  which  a  good  many 
think  was  a  mistake.  In  due  time  he  was 
sprinkled  by  a  good  old  Lutheran  preacher 
and  given  the  cognomen  of  Oliver  Cass  Sig- 
worth. 

"His  mother  (mothers  are  partial)  says  he 
was  a  sweet  baby  and  a  good  boy.  The  neigh- 
bors say  he  was  a  holy  terror.  I  know  he  got 
a  good  many  whalings  at  school  and  occupied 
the  dunce  stool,  wearing  a  paper  cap,  most  of 
the  time.  He  played  hookey,  stole  apples  and 
watermelons,  had  the  whooping  cough,  the 
itch,  and  was  as  lousy  as  the  rest  of  the  kids 
of  his  day  and  generation,  went  to  Sunday 
school  and  church  and  after  church  went  to 
Sandy  swimming,  sneaked  at  the  dried  ber- 
ries (golly,  but  dried  Juneberries  were  good!), 
ate  the  cookies  and  blamed  it  on  the  cat,  sol- 
diered when  he  was  sent  to  hoe  com,  was 
always  counted  a  good  hand  at  the  table,  and 
was  never  taken  seriously.  His  motto  seemed 
to  be  *Let  the  old  world  wag  as  it  will,  Til 
be  gay  and  happy  still.'  He  drove  his 
mother's  rig  and  drove  like  a  Jehu,  and  the 
young  ladies  were  all  anxious  to  accept  a  pro- 
posal for  a  buggy  ride,  but  to  any  other  pro- 
posal they  turned  an  icy  shoulder.  About 
thirty  years  ago  he  got  mixed  up  with  the  anti- 
horse  thief  company  of  Linesville  and  thought 
best  to  move  to  Canal  township.  At  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  began  writing  for  the  local 
papers  and  has  kept  it  up  ever  since.  He  has 
written  the  biggest  snake  stories,  done  more 
nature- faking  and  published  more  lies  about 
the  people  of  Canal  township  than  any  other 
man  that  ever  lived. 

"Now,  dang  you,  laugh.  Ain't  it  the  truth  ? 
Oh,  didn't  I  tell  you  his  age?  W^ell,  you'd 
hardly  expect  a  widower  who  wears  a  wig  and 
colors  his  beard  to  tell  the  truth  along  that 
line. 

"Yours,  frum  up  the  crick, 

"The  Old  Ttgger." 
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The  following  appeared  in  the  Toledo  Blade, 
in  the  Blade  Book,  by  Blade  Writers,  and  we 
quote  the  editor's  comments  as  well : 

**This  week,  a  Man-Being  contributes  the 
third  chapter  to  the  Blade  Book,  and,  by  so 
doing,  varies  our  pages,  so  far  as  we  have 
gone,  with  wit  and  humor.  'A  little  nonsense, 
now  and  then,  is  relished  by  the  best  of  men,* 
and  women,  too,  for  that  matter,  though 
women  are  not  given  credit  for  having  much 
sense  of  humor.  I  know  they  have,  because 
there  are  several  thus  blessed  who  are  friends 
of  mine.  A  sense  of  humor  removes  the 
tragedy  from  many  a  doleful  occasion. 

*'  'Laughter  is  the  poor  man's  plaster.*  It  is 
better  for  aches  and  pains,  no  matter  what 
their  kind,  breed,  color  or  language,  than  any 
sticking  plaster  ever  made,  and  so  we  are  much 
obliged  to  The  Old  Jigger  From  Up  The 
Krick  whose  laughter  plaster  follows: 


'*Dear  Blade — Fur  sumtime  I  hev  thot  uv 
riten  to  yu,  but  wuz  not  sure  if  yu  kared  to 
here  from  me.  When  I  wuz  a  kid,  I  red  The 
Blade,  when  Petroleum  V.  Nasby  rote  fur  it, 
but  I  got  married  later,  and  hed  uther  things 
to  du.  Now  I  hev  red  it  for  several  yeres  and 
when  it  cumes,  I  sit  in  mi  big  chere  an  put  mi 
fete  or^  the  cook  stove  an  I  am  purty  kosy 
while  I  rede  the  paper. 

**We  live  up  French  Krick  (which  is  in  \'e- 
nango  County,  Pennsylvany)  a  cuple  uv  miles 
from  where  it  mixes  with  the  Allegheny  river 
on  Punkin  Rige.  G.  Washington  went  up  the 
krick  tu  tell  the  French  an  Indians  not  tu  cum 
down  it  or  tha  wud  git  a  lickin.  I  wusent  ac- 
quainted with  George,  but  I  no  the  oldest  na- 
tives uv  the  Rige  hez  the  pole  he  kild  a  pole- 
cat with,  when  he  past  the  Korners. 

"The  hils  are  purty  steep  an  hi  an  the  sity 
people  kum  out  an  talk  a  lot  about  the  butiful 
sites  an  ruds.  Guess  if  tha  hed  tu  work  over 
them  hills  an  ruds,  tha  wudent  go  krazy  about 
them,  but  up  the  krick  f uther,  the  valy  is 
awful  wide  and  mity  fine  farms  an  lots  of 
Jersey  kows  are  kept  an  we  git  gud  prices  fur 
milk  an  buter,  an  we  mostly  belong  to  Granges 
an  think  if  kongres  wud  take  the  tarif  oflf 
uv  mete  and  flour  an  wool  an  clothes,  an  not 
oflF  uv  things  the  farmer  raises,  it  wud  be  beter 
for  the  poor  man,  but  then,  the  Republicans 
wuz  awful  to  fite  and  lie  to  the  farmer,  an  Vm 
mity  much  afraid  the  other  crowd  is  biger 
liars  than  the  aforesaid,  leastwise,  that's  their 
record. 

"We  hev  a  debatin  klub  at  the  Rige  where 
we  mete  tu  give  the  boys  an  gurls  a  chanst  tu 
bo  each  other  home  an  the  women  a  chanst 


tu  sho  thare  nu  hats.  We  hev  sum  purty  smart 
peple  belongin  tu  the  klub.  There's  Mrs.  Sam 
Oats,  she  wuz  a  sity  girl  when  she  married 
Sam.  Sam  hed  a  gud  farm  an  a  lot  of  Jersey 
kows  an  sum  uv  the  ole  mades  on  the  Rige 
sed  she  jes  married  him  fur  the  farm  an  kows. 
Guess  tha  wuz  jelus,  but  she  makes  a  mity 
gud  farmer's  wife.  Sum  sity  gurls  du,  but  all 
kuntry  gurls  make  gud  wives  any  place. 

"Then  Sol  Kornstaks.  Sol's  awful  kon- 
trary,  most  as  kontrary  as  the  old  man  in  Bar- 
riers Burned  Away.  He  always  fought  with 
hisself  an  Hesekiar.  He  kepes  the  postoffis 
an  a  store  at  the  Korners.  We  debate  every- 
thing that  kums  up  before  the  peple.  Next 
week  we  debate  the  harem  skirt,  then  I  will 
tell  about  it. 

"I  gues  Ide  orter  tel  hu  I  am,  an  how  old  I 
am,  but  you  must  never  ast  an  ole  made,  a 
widder  or  widderer  thare  ages.  I  try  to  kepe 
yung  by  readin  gud  buks  an  papers,  by  heavin 
boys  an  gurls  cum  to  visit  at  our  house,  an 
then  yu  all  no  there  ain't  en)rthing  will  make 
an  old  kros,  krankty  person  fergit  his  kranks 
an  akes  like  gran  kidds,  an  I've  got  2  uv  them 
hu  help  me  plow.  Tha  ride  the  bosses  an  so 
foth. 

"I  don't  know  how  hi  I  am.  I  can't  see  tu 
the  top  uv  mi  hed,  but  when  I  fele  up  thar,  it 
feles  purty  smooth,  but  I'm  not  gra  heded. 
Sum  men  ain't  at  60. 

*T  do  considerable  ritin  fur  the  papers,  in 
fact,  I  guess  ef  it  wusent  fur  mi  peces,  a  gud 
meny  peple  wudent  take  the  papers,  at  least 
tha  tel  me  when  the  paper  cums,  the  furst 
thing  tha  luk  fur  is  to  see  if  there  is  eny  pece 
in  it  writ  by 

'The  Old  Jigger  From  Up  The  Krick." 


** Along  with  ttiis  letter  came  a  card  to  me. 
The  face  of  it  reads:  *For  Sheriff,  O.  C.  Sig- 
worth,  'The  Old  Jigger,"  Canal  Township.' 
On  the  back  is  written :  *My  Dear  Mrs.  Ayres 
— If  the  day  of  woman's  suffrage  had  dawned 
which  will  clarify  the  political  sky  from  all 
things  evil,  I  would  solicit  your  vote.' 

"It  is  my  private  opinion  that  this  citizen 

would  have  my  vote  if  I  were  a  voter 

You  Old  Jigger  From  Up  The  Krick,  come 
down  the  pike  with  your  harem  skirt  screed, 
before  harem  skirts  are  a  past  fancy.  W^e 
want  to  preserve  your  debate  on  this  subject 
in  the  Blade  Book,  to  hand  down  to  posterity. 
— Elizabeth." 

SAMUEL  S.  M9NTGOMERY  owns  a 
valuable  farm  in  Irwin  township  which  is  one 
of  the  oldest  improved  properties  in  that  part 
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of  Venango  county,  his  family  having  come  to 
this  section  eighty  years  ago.  It  lies  two  miles 
west  of  Mechanicsville,  and  is  the  old  home 
place  of  his  father,  Matthew  Davidson  Mont- 
gomery, for  many  years  one  of  the  substantial 
agriculturists  of  the  vicinity,  under  whose 
management  its  fertility  was  greatly  increased. 

Robert  Montgomery,  grandfather  of  Samuel 
S.  Montgomery,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  the 
family  being  of  old  Protestant  stock  there  who 
had  to  fight  for  their  religion  in  the  days  of 
persecution.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Richard  M. 
Montgomery,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  whose 
brothers  were  killed  in  religious  warfare. 
Robert  Montgomery  lived  in  the  land  of  his 
birth  until  after  his  marriage.  His  wife,  Re- 
becca, was  also  bom  in  that  country.  In  the 
summer  or  fall  of  1813  the  young  couple  came 
to  America,  and  for  over  twenty  years  made 
their  home  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  moving 
thence  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  in  1837 
and  settling  on  a  tract  of  land  situated  partly 
in  Venango  and  partly  in  Mercer  county,  with 
the  residence  in  Irwin  township,  Venango 
county.  Their  dwelling  stood  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  present  home  of  their 
grandson,  Samuel  S.  Montgomery.  Robert 
Montgomery  died  Feb.  6,  1854,  surviving  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  Nov.  4,  1840. 

Matthew  Davidson  Montgomery,  son  of 
Robert  and  Rebecca  Montgomery,  was  bom 
Feb.  27,  1 814,  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  married 
there  March  19,  1835,  to  Nancy  Anderson,  who 
died  in  May,  1836,  and  his  second  union,  on 
Jan.  30,  1837,  was  to  Elizabeth  Hanes,  who 
came  from  the  Ohio  border.  They  soon  settled 
on  the  land  his  father  acquired  in  Venango 
county,  and  he  inherited  that  place  when  his 
father  died,  living  there  up  to  the  time  of  his 
third  marriage.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  Aug. 
T4t  1856,  and  on  Dec.  10,  1857,  he  marri^ 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (StefTy)  Griffin,  a  widow, 
then  living  with  her  three  children  on  the  tract 
in  Irwin  township  now  occupied  by  Samuel  S. 
Montgomery.  Mr.  Montgomery  bought  this 
place  and  made  his  home  there  ever  afterward, 
dying  there  March  3,  1899.  He  was  a  thrifty, 
prosperous  farmer,  owning  180  acres  of  land 
in  his  two  farms,  to  whose  cultivation  he  de- 
voted most  of  his  energies.  When  the  oil  ex- 
citement broke  out  in  this  section  he  had  an 
interest  on  Oil  creek  and  worked  in  that  field 
for  a  time.  Part  of  the  house  on  the  Griffin 
farm  dates  back  seventy-five  years,  and  he 
built  a  substantial  addition  thereto  in  1870. 
He  was  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  be- 
sides looking  after  his  own  affairs  capably  took 


a  hand  in  the  local  government  and  other 
matters  of  general  interest.  Originally  a 
Whig  in  politics,  he  later  became  a  Democrat, 
and  worked  faithfully  for  his  party.  He  was 
elected  to  some  of  the  minor  township  offices. 
He  was  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Mount 
Irwin  cemetery  (where  he  is  buried),  his  son 
Samuel  succeeding  him  in  that  connection. 
His  religious  connection  was  with  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Pleasant  View. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Montgomery  was  bom  May 
29,  1821,  and  died  Dec.  4,  1897.  %  her  first 
marriage  she  had  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
died  about  the  same  time  as  her  husband,  the 
others  being :  Catherine  married  George  Ash- 
ten  and  removed  to  the  West,  both  dying  there  ; 
Steffy  lives  at  Uniontown,  near  Franklin; 
Sarah  married  David  Karnes  and  lives  in 
Mercer  county.  Mr.  Montgomery  had  no 
children  by  his  first  wife.  There  were  nine  by 
the  second  marriage,  and  three  by  the  third, 
viz. :  Nancy  Jane,  born  in  1838,  married  Fred 
Martin,  and  died  in  Texas ;  Hanes  and  James 
Hanes  died  in  childhood;  William  B.,  bom 
Aug.  31,  1843,  is  mentioned  in  a  paragraph  be- 
low ;  x\rchibald,  now  retired,  is  living  on  New 
street,  in  Franklin;  Hyman  Stiles,  bom  in 
1847,  I'ves  in  Butler  county,  Pa. ;  Robert 
Samuel,  bom  in  1850,  is  also  a  resident  of 
Butler  count}^;  Matthew,  born  in  1853,  ^s  a 
resident  of  Oregon ;  Margaret  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Stephen  Shaner,  of  Oil  City.  Pa.;  by 
the  third  marriage — Samuel  Steflfy  is  men- 
tioned below ;  John  Addison  has  a  sketch  else- 
where in  this  work;  George  Brinton  McClel- 
lan,  bom  in  1864,  is  a  resident  of  Grove  City, 
Pa.,  and  engaged  in  the  Bessemer  Engine 
Works. 

Samuel  Steffy  Montgomery  was  born  July 
24,  1859,  in  the  house  where  he  now  resides. 
He  has  spent  all  his  life  on  this  farm,  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  lo- 
cality, and  was  thoroughly  trained  to  modem 
farming,  in  which  business  he  has  been  very 
successful.  His  home  property  comprises 
eighty  acres,  situated  sixteen  miles  southwest 
of  Franklin,  and  adjoining  the  farm  of  his 
cousin,  U.  G.  Sterrett.  It  not  only  includes 
the  old  Griffin  tract,  but  also  part  of  his  uncle 
Robert  Montgomery's  land.  This  uncle  and 
his  six  sons  all  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil 
war  at  the  same  time,  after  the  wife  and 
mother  died,  joining  the  army  at  New  Castle, 
Pa.  All  the  sons  were  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Culpeper  Court  House,  and  the  father  sub- 
sequently lived  in  Irwin  township.  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery has  carried  on  general  fajming,  but 
makes  a  specialty  of  fine  stock  and  dairy  prod- 
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ucts,  thoroughbred  horses,  Jersey  cows  and 
Chester  White  swine.  He  has  often  exhibited 
heavy  horses  at  the  local  fairs,  his  animals  at- 
tracting favorable  notice  wherever  shown. 
Mrs.  Montgomery  makes  butter  for  special 
customers,  and  aU  the  products  of  the  farm 
command  a  ready  sale. 

On  Dec.  21,  1882,  Mr.  Montgomery  was 
married  to  Lizzie  Montgomery,  then  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  who  though  of  the  same 
name  comes  of  a  different  family.  Her  par- 
ents, W.  C.  and  Rebecca  (Albin)  Mont- 
gomery, lived  in  Wolf  Creek  township,  Mer- 
cer county,  four  miles  from  his  home.  Eight 
children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage, 
namely:  Arizona  is  now  the  wife  of  Elmer 
Yard,  of  Irwin  township;  Lloyd  is  farming  in 
W^orth  township,  Mercer  county;  Sadie  Belle 
died  in  childhood ;  Francis  is  in  Pine  township, 
Mercer  county,  employed  in  the  Bessemer 
Works;  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Norman  Pettit, 
who  is  employed  in  the  Steel  Works  and  lives 
near  Franklin;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Gilmore,  a  farmer  of  Marion  township,  Butler 
county;  Hattie  is  attending  high  school  at 
Wesley  and  lives  at  home ;  Harold  is  also  at- 
tending school,  and  has  not  missed  a  day  in 
six  years.  Mr.  Montgomery  and  his  family 
have  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Mechanicsville,  of  which  he  is  a 
prominent  member,  having  held  the  office  of 
steward  for  twenty  years.  He  is  a  Prohibi- 
tionist in  political  connection. 

William  B.  Montgomery,  elder  brother  of 
Samuel  S.  Montgomery,  was  born  Aug.  31, 
1843,  2i"d  d'^  ^t  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  in 
the  island  of  Sumatra,  after  a  highly  successful 
career  in  the  development  of  oil  properties. 
His  early  experience  in  that  line  was  gained  in 
the  Bradford  (Pa.)  oil  fields,  and  after  profit- 
able ventures  in  Venango  county,  Pa.,  West 
Virginia  and  Robinson,  111.,  he  went  to  Suma- 
tra in  1890  as  an  oil  expert,  associated  with 
the  Holland  Ehitch  Company.  He  was  there 
six  years  before  he  returned  home  for  a  visit, 
his  services  being  so  highly  valued  that  his  re- 
muneration was  increased  from  time  to  time 
to  hold  him.  Having  returned  to  the  United 
States  on  a  vacation  trip,  he  was  here  at  the 
time  of  his  mother's  death  in  1897,  and  went 
back  to  Sumatra  shortly  afterward,  expecting 
to  remain  there  indefinitely.  But  he  had  about 
concluded  to  reestablish  his  residence  in  his 
own  country  when  he  died.  His  family  were 
mostly  all  here,  and  those  who  survive  are  now 
living  at  Robinson,  III.,  where  there  is  a  pro- 
lific oil  field.  Mr.  Montgomery  had  done  some 
notable  work  in  making  the  great  stores  of 


oil  on  the  island  of  Sumatra  available  to  com- 
merce. He  built  a  railroad  from  the  oil  fields 
to  the  coast,  installed  a  refinery,  and  brought 
the  production  up  to  its  greatest  volume. 
Until  the  railroad  was  constructed  large  quan- 
tities of  the  oil  produced  had  been  wasted. 
He  was  given  a  free  hand  in  the  management 
of  all  the  operations,  and  not  only  made  the 
most  of  the  enterprise  so  far  as  business  was 
concerned,  but  improved  the  surroundings  and 
living  conditions  of  the  workers,  making  thou- 
sands of  friends  among  the  natives  through  his 
benevolent  interest  in  their  welfare.  A  town 
sprang  up  around  the  refinery,  and  through  his 
efforts  was  made  very  attractive.  Oranges 
and  other  fruits  were  planted,  and  many  other 
details  of  comfort  and  order  considered  which 
contributed  to  the  physical  and  moral  well- 
being  of  the  community  and  added  to  his  repu- 
tation as  a  solicitous  superintendent. 

FRANK   M.   McClelland,   m.   d., 

medical  practitioner  of  thirty  years'  standing 
at  Utica,  Venango  county,  is  one  of  the  ablest 
representatives  of  his  calling  in  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  success  in  that  alone 
would  be  enough  to  bring  honor  to  himself  and 
the  community  which  he  chose  as  the  field  of 
his  life  work.  But  with  his  professional  ac- 
quirements he  has  combined  other  practical  at- 
tainments which  have  brought  him  merited 
recognition  in  different  lines  also,  as  well  as  the 
substantial  rewards  of  executive  ability  well 
directed.  His  practice  has  become  so  extensive 
that  it  is  sufficient  to  absorb  practically  all  his 
time  and  attention,  but  by  good  management 
he  contrives  to  give  needful  supervision  to  his 
business  interests,  and  incidentally  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  several  important  public 
offices  with  marked  efficiency. 

Dr.  McClelland  was  bom  Dec.  i,  1859,  in 
Mill  Creek  township,  Mercer  Co..  Pa.,  son  of 
William  B.  McClelland  and  grandson  of  John 
McClelland,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent,  in  the 
paternal  line.  John  McClelland  was  bom  in 
t8oo  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  reared.  When  a  young  man  he  removed 
to  Mercer  county,  where  he  followed  lumber- 
ing until  his  early  death,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  being  drowned  while  engaged  in 
rafting  logs  in  the  Allegheny  river  near  Kittan- 
ning.  By  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Barr,  of 
Mercer  county,  he  had  three  children:  John 
married  Jane  Craw,  and  after  her  death  re- 
married and  moved  to  a  farm  in  Ohio,  where 
he  and  his  second  wife  died;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Peter  Weddle,  and  both  are  deceased; 
William  B.  was  the  father  of  Dr.  McClelland. 
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All  this  family  were  United  Presbyterians  in 
religious  belief.  The  mother  married  for  her 
second  husband  Amos  Robbins,  by  whom  she 
had  four  children :  Samuel,  who  was  drowned 
in  the  Allegheny  river  (he  was  married  three 
times)  ;  James,  who  is  married  and  living  in 
Clarion  county ;  Sarah,  who  married  John  Gil- 
uiore,  both  being  now  deceased ;  and  Bine,  wife 
of  Amos  Green,  a  farmer  in  Ohio.  Mrs.  Rob- 
bins  died  in  Mercer  county  about  1879. 

William  B.  McQelland  was  born  in  1829  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  in 
Mercer  county.  He  received  a  common  school 
education  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
which  he  followed  until  he  was  forty  years  old, 
at  that  time  settling  on  the  farm  in  Mill  Creek 
township,  Mercer  county,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there  in  1905.  He 
made  a  substantial  success  as  an  agriculturist, 
and  became  prominent  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs  in  his  section,  serving  as  school 
director,  assessor  and  road  supervisor  of  his 
township,  and  taking  an  influential  part  in 
county  matters.  Politically  he  was  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  an  elder 
in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  and  family  also  belonged,  and  he  held 
a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  men 
because  of  his  estimable  life  and  character. 
He  married  Sarah  Craw,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  survived  him  a  few  years,  passing 
away  Oct.  3,  1909,  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Of 
the  eight  children  bom  to  them  Maurice  and 
John  died  young,  those  who  attained  maturity 
being:  Margaret  married  Charles  H.  Adams, 
and  they  made  their  home  in  Mercer,  Pa., 
where  he  died  in  191 7 ;  they  had  three  children, 
all  now  married,  Ralph  C.  (a  graduate  of  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  and  now  a  practicing 
physician  in  Minnesota),  Harriet  and  Sarah. 
Frank  M.  is  next  in  the  family.  Amos  E. 
married  Mary  Fetterolf,  but  left  no  children; 
he  was  an  oil  well  operator  at  his  home  place, 
Butler,  Pa.,  and  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  a 
derrick,  when  fifty-three  years  old.  Bess  I. 
married  Harvey  Whitely,  an  attorney,  now  of 
Duluth,  Minn.,  and  has  five  children.  Harriet 
A.  married  Rev.  S.  W.  McFadden,  D.  D.,  and 
has  four' children ;  he  was  formerly  established 
at  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Springfield,  111. 
Cora  married  Rev.  Ledru  Howie,  at  present 
pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  Sioux 
Cit}',  Iowa,  and  they  have  one  child,  William 
McClelland. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Craw)  McQelland  was  of 
English  ancestry,  the  early  members  of  her 
family  in  this  country  being  traced  to  Vermont, 


from  which  State  her  father  moved  to  New 
York  and  thence  to  Pennsylvania  about  1844, 
settling  at  Utica,  Venango  county,  where  for 
some  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  A.  W. 
Raymond,  the  oldest  business  man  at  that 
place.  He  also  carried  on  farming  for  some 
years,  dying  about  1858.  Mr.  Craw  married 
Mary  Raymond,  and  they  had  four  daughters : 
Sarah,  Mrs.  McClelland ;  Amelia,  wife  of  John 
McCracken  (both  deceased) ;  Jane,  wife  of 
John  McClelland  (both  deceased);  and 
Frances,  wife  of  John  Heasley,  a  farmer,  who 
survives  her,  living  in  Crawford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Frank  M.  McClelland  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Mercer  county,  and  helped 
with  the  agricultural  work  at  home  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  old.  His  education  was 
begun  in  the  local  public  schools,  and  later  he 
attended  the  high  school  at  Utica  and  McEl- 
wain  Institute  in  Mercer  county,  as  well  as  the 
Edinboro  State  Normal  School,  preparing'  for 
teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  for 
seven  years  from  1878,  in  the  public  schools  of 
Mercer  county.  During  this  period  he  had 
commenced  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  D.  S. 
Brown,  of  Utica,  and  in  1885  he  matriculated 
in  the  medical  department  of  Western  Reserve 
University,  Ohio,  graduating  therefrom  in  the 
spring  of  1887,  with  the  class  prize  in  materia 
medica  and  therapeutics.  He  immediately  lo- 
cated at  Utica,  where  he  has  practiced  ever 
since,  his  circle  of  patients  being  scattered  over 
a  wide  area  in  Venango  and  the  adjoining 
parts  of  Mercer  county.  Dr.  McClelland  is 
popular  personally  as  well  as  professionally, 
his  various  interests  bringing  him  into  touch 
with  a  large  percentage  of  the  local  population. 
He  has  performed  a  much  needed  service  in  his 
activities  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  health, 
to  which  he  has  belonged  ever  since  its  organ- 
ization, and  his  worth  has  been  recognized  by 
the  profession,  his  standing  among  his  fellow 
practitioners  being  of  the  highest.  For  over 
twenty  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  school 
director,  his  progressive  ideas  and  hearty  co- 
operation in  all  beneficial  measures  having  had 
a  decidedly  good  effect  on  the  improvement  of 
public  educational  facilities  in  his  locality.  On 
political  questions  he  supports  the  Republican 
party.  Dr.  McClelland  has  acquired  some  im- 
portant business  interests  in  the  Butler  county 
oil  fields  as  well  as  in  local  farm  properties, 
owning  a  couple  of  farms  which  he  operates 
successfully  with  hired  help,  making  a  specialty 
of  dairying. 

On  July  4,  1888,  Dr.  McClelland  married 
Flora  McQuiston,  of  Mercer  county,  a  native 
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of  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  born  in  September, 
1865,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Eveline 
(McMichael)  McQuiston,  the  latter  now  liv- 
ing at  Utica,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  Mr. 
McQuiston  died  in  Mercer  county  when  sixty- 
five  years  old.  They  had  two  children, 
Flora  and  Nellie,  the  latter  marrying  John 
McCracken,  Jr.,  a  farmer  of  Mercer  county; 
Mrs.  McCracken  died  leaving  no  children. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  McClelland  have  one  child,  Willis 
Barr,  born  Feb.  i,  1906.  They  are  members  of 
the .  United  Presbyterian  Church,  in  whose 
work  he  takes  an  active  part,  holding  the  of- 
fice of  elder. 

LOUIS  ROESS  (deceased),  of  Oil  City, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  oil  operators  in  the 
Pennsylvania  fields,  and  his  career  in  the  busi- 
ness was  remarkable  for  its  uniform  success, 
due  partly  to  the  fact  that  he  was  interested  in 
some  of  the  most  prolific  wells  of  his  day,  here 
and  elsewhere,  but  more  especially  to  his  native 
good  sense  and  faculty  of  applying  himself 
unreservedly  to  whatever  he  had  in  hand.  Mr. 
Roess  was  an  example  of  the  sturdy  type  of 
men  who  are  willing  to  forge  ahead  by  their 
own  efforts,  asking  nothing  except  the  oppor- 
tunity to  work  and  expecting  nothing  but  the 
rewards  of  their  own  industry.  He  came  to 
this  country  because  it  offered  greater  hope  to 
the  ambitious  than  his  own  land,  and  realized 
much  more  than  his  early  expectations,  be- 
coming one  of  the  most  substantial,  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  his  generation  in  Oil  City 
and  \^enango  county. 

Mr.  Roess  was  a  native  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, bom  Feb.  8,  1837,  son  of  Martin  Roess, 
who  died  in  that  country  in  185 1.  He  received 
all  his  schooling  in  Germany,  sind  also  the 
thorough  vocational  training  typical  of  that 
country,  learning  the  trades  of  locksmith  and 
butcher,  the  latter  his  principal  occupation  in 
early  manhood.  Coming  to  America  in  1857, 
with  his  mother  and  a  younger  brother  and  sis- 
ter, he  lived  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  for  a  few  years 
after  his  arrival  in  the  United  States,  following 
the  butcher  business.  It  was  in  i860  that  he 
came  to  the  region  of  Oil  City,  locating  on  the 
old  Story  farm  and  for  a  few  years  continuing 
to  work  at  his  trade.  But  he  had  been  drawn 
to  the  locality  by  the  oil  fields,  and  he  began 
investing  in  oil  lands  almost  immediately, 
within  a  few  years  acquiring  interests  of  suffi- 
cient extent  and  value  to  occupy  all  his  time, 
and  continuing  the  production  of  oil  during 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  associated  with 
his  brother  Christian  Roess  and  Conrad  Sim- 
mons under  the  name  of  Roess  Brothers  & 


Company,  Louis  Roess  being  the  head  of  the 
firm,  which  transacted  a  large  business  in  the 
buying  and  selling  of  oil,  besides  owning  and 
operating  some  of  the  richest  wells  in  the  oil 
districts  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Ohio. 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  old  Oil 
Exchange  at  Oil  City.  Mr.  Roess  made  his 
home  at  Oil  City  from  1870,  a  few  years  later 
building  the  substantial  residence  at  the  corner 
of  Central  avenue  and  First  street  which  his 
widow  still  occupies — her  home  for  forty-four 
years.  Mr.  Roess  died  Feb.  21,  1897,  and  is 
buried  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery  at  Oil  City. 

On  Nov.  25.  1862.  Mr.  Roess  married  Rachel 
Aggers,  daughter  of  William  Aggers,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  ten  children  were  born  to  them, 
eight  living  to  maturity,  namely:  George  W., 
a  machinist,  died  in  191 5;  Henry  C.  is  a  civil 
engineer  in  the  service  of  the  National  Transit 
Company  at  Oil  City;  Charles  W.,  who  also 
became  a  machinist,  died  March  19,  1917; 
Louis  J.  is  an  attorney  at  law,  following  his 
profession  in  Oil  City  :  Martin  M.  J.  is  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  in  Florida;  Ida 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  William  Brecht, 
a  Lutheran  minister :  Lillian  lives  at  home : 
Loretta  died  when  twelve  years  old.  In  re- 
ligjious  association  the  family  are  Lutherans. 
Mrs.  Roess  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
residents  of  Oil  City,  where  like  her  husband 
she  has  made  numerous  friends  in  the  course 
of  a  long  and  agreeable  association  with  the 
townspeople.  She  has  witnessed  many  changes 
in  the  city,  both  in  its  material  development 
and  social  conditions. 

HENRY  GRIBBEN  McKNIGHT.  late  of 
Oil  City,  who  died  Dec.  3,  1918,  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Oil  City  Blissard  and  for 
thirty-four  years  associated  with  the  publica- 
tion of  that  paper,  in  which  capacity  and  by 
his  valued  services  in  public  office  he  wielded 
a  potent  influence  in  shaping  the  progress  of 
the  city.  In  both  relations  he  always  endeav- 
ored to  represent  the  real  interests  of  the  com- 
munity faithfully.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  serving  as  commission  councilman,  to 
which  position  he  was  elected  Nov.  7,  .1917, 
on  the  forty-sixth  anniversary  of  his  arrival 
in  Oil  City,  on  the  non-partisan  ticket,  and  he 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  given  to  any  non-partisan  candi- 
date at  that  election. 

Mr.  McKnight  was  bom  May  14,  1849,  ^^ 
Hayesville,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  son  of  James 
McKnight  and  grandson  of  James  McKnight. 
the  latter  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  whence 
he  migrated  to  Pennsylvania,  dying  at  Greens- 
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burg,  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  buried.  For  years  he  was  a  riverman 
and  one  of  the  first  to  run  steamboats  on  the 
Ohio.  In  religion  he  was  a  Methodist.  His 
two  children  were  James  and  Elizabeth,  the 
latter  dying  young. 

James  McKnight,  father  of  Henry  Gribben 
McKnight,  was  bom  at  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland Co.,  Pa.  His  mother  died  when  he 
was  seven  years  old,  and  a  short  time  after- 
ward he  left  for  Ohio  with  relatives,  with 
whom  he  made  his  permanent  home.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  established  marble  works 
at  Hayesville,  Ohio,  subsequently  at  Mansfield, 
that  State,  with  branches  at  Hayesville,  Ash- 
land and  Upper  Sandusky,  and  was  in  this 
business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
26,  1877,  at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  when  he  was 
fifty-eight  years  old.  Mr.  McKnight  was  an 
Odd  Fellow,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Gribben,  who  was  born  in 
1822  on  a  farm  near  Hayesville,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  1870  at  Mansfield,  where  they  are 
buried.  Of  their  four  children,  Annseville  is 
the  widow  of  David  C.  Maish,  of  Mansfield, 
Oh'o;  Henry  Gribben  is  mentioned  below; 
William  Vinson,  who  married  Kate  Berger, 
died  in  1892  at  Norwalk.  Ohio;  Mary  Eliza- 
beth died  when  seven  years  old. 

Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Green)  Gribben,  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Gribben)  Mc- 
Knight. were  natives  of  Baltimore.  Md.,  short- 
ly after  their  marriage  moving  to  Ohio,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Hayesville 
until  he  went  out  to  California  in  1850  with 
two  sons,  intending  to  return  after  the  sons 
were  settled.  But  he  died  and  was  buried 
there,  and  of  the  two  sons  who  accompanied 
him,  Nathaniel  remained  in  California  until 
his  own  death,  and  William  settled  later  in 
southern  Illinois  (he  married  Phoebe  Logan). 
The  other  children  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Gribben  were:  Thomas,  who  married  Violet 
A.  Bell  (he  died  from  wounds  received  in  the 
Civil  war  and  was  buried  at  Rowsburgf,  Ohio)  : 
Jane,  who  died  unmarried;  Mary  Elizabeth. 
Mrs.  McKnight :  and  Sarah,  who  died  young. 
The  mother  is  interred  in  a  graveyard  between 
Hayesville  and  Teromeville,  Ohio.  She  and 
the  father  were  Methodists  of  the  old  school. 

Henry  Gribben  McKnight  was  seven  years 
old  when  his  parents  located  in  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  and  he  received  his  early  education 
there,  later  attending  Vermillion  Institute  at 
Hayesville,  Ohio.  He  served  over  three  years 
as  an  apprentice  to  the  printing:  trade  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Mansfield  Herald,  a  semi- 


weekly  paper,  and  subsequently  worked  as  a 
compositor  on  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  for  two 
years,  also  working  a  year  on  the  Commercial, 
a  morning  paper  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  before 
coming  to  Oil  City  in  1871.  His  first  associa- 
tion here  was  with  the  Oil  City  Derrick,  as 
compositor,^  afterward  foreman  of  the  news 
room,  and  he  was  engaged  on  that  paper  until, 
in  company  with  F.  W.  Bowen  and  B.  F. 
Gates,  he  established  the  Oil  City  Bliszard,  the 
first  issue  appearing  May  22,  1802.  Originally 
Mr.  McKnight  had  charge  of  the  mechanical 
department.  After  a  few  months  Mr.  Gates 
ret'red,  the  other  two  partners  continuing  the 
paper,  which  was  a  success  from  the  start,  oc- 
cupying a  unique  position  in  the  newspaper 
circles  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  pop- 
ular both  as  a  news  sheet  and  advertising 
medium.  They  were  associated  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Bowen,  April  19,  191 5,  when  Mr.  Mc- 
Knight assumed  full  charge  of  the  paper  until 
he  disposed  of  his  interest,  in  January,  1916, 
to  Messrs.  Charles  F.  Halderman  and  Dr.  H. 
A.  Downes ;  Mr.  Bowen*s  widow  also  sold  her 
interest. 

Under  the  old  government  of  Oil  City  Mr. 
McKnight  represented  the  First  ward  on  the 
school  board  for  five  years,  having  been  nomi- 
nated by  the  Republicans,  indorsed  by  the 
Democrats  and  elected  without  opposition — a 
reliable  index  of  the  feeling  of  his  fellow 
c'tizens  toward  him.  As  councilman  under  the 
present  system,  he  was  superintendent  of 
streets  and  public  improvements,  for  which 
duties  his  judgment  had  been  well  developed 
by  the  close  knowledge  of  city  affairs  gained 
in  his  long  experience  in  newspaper  work.  He 
maintained  active  affiliation  with  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  in  Oil  City,  was  a  member 
of  the  Oil  City  Lodge  of  Elks,  and  had  held 
membership  in  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
Typographical  Union  in  earlier  days.  He  was 
•reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
with  which  the  McKnight  family  has  long 
been  associated. 

On  Dec.  30,  1875,  Mr.  McKnight  was  mar- 
ried, at  Tionesta.  Pa.,  to  Julia  Ann  Campbell, 
who  was  born  March  8,  1858,  on  a  farm  in 
Butler  county,  Pa.,  and  they  had  four  children, 
namely:  (i)  George  Campbell,  born  Dec.  18. 
1876,  died  Jan.  13,  1877.  (2)  William  Vinson, 
bom  Sept.  18.  1878.  is  a  mechanical  draftsman.' 
(3)  Samuel  Clark,  born  Tan.  23,  1882,  is  man- 
ag^er  of  the  East  Ohio  Gas  Company  at  Bar- 
berton,  Ohio.  His  first  wife,  Mazie  (Dukes), 
of  Findlay,  Ohio,  born  in  1883,  met  her  death 
July  2.^,  191 2,  in  a  fireworks  explosion  at  Belle 
Isle    (Detroit),   Mich.,   leaving  two  children, 
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John  Dukes  (born  Oct.  5,  1906)  and  Marien 
Elizabeth  (born  Aug.  22,  1908).  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  Blanche  Humphrey,  of 
Barberton,  Ohio,  bom  Oct.  3.  1890.  (4)  Kitty 
Frances,  born  Feb.  21,  1888,  is  the  wife  of 
Frederick  H.  Jack,  a  tailor,  of  Oil  City,  and 
has  three  children,  bom  as  follows :  Henrietta 
McKnight,  May  14,  1912;  Frederick  Temple- 
ton,  Aug.  29,  1914;  and  James  Tyler,  March 
18,  1917. 

Mrs.  Henry  G.  McKnight  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church  at  Oil  City,  and 
vice  president  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society 
of  that  congregation.  She  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Venango  County  Children's 
Home  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Society 
for  thirty  years,  being  first  vice  president  at 
this  writmg.  Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Jack,  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Society  and  one  of  ,its  active 
workers.  The  Home,  which  is  located  in  Oil 
City,  was  started  under  very  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances, but  the  members  of  the  Society 
felt  that  the  need  for  it  was  so  great  as  to 
demand  their  utmost  efforts,  and  they  worked 
perseveringly  and  untiringly  until  its  erection 
was  possible.'  It  is  a  monument  to  the  devotion 
of  a  band  of  loyal,  unselfish  workers  to  their 
cause. 

James  Campbell,  Mrs.  McKnight's  grand- 
father, was  a  native  of  Butler  county.  Pa.,  of 
Scotch-Irish  Presbyterian  stock,  and  a  life- 
long farmer.  He  and  his  wife,  ^largaret 
(Hoover),  had  the  following  children:  Sam- 
uel J. ;  Susan,  who  married  William  S.  Jack, 
of  Oil  City,  both  now  deceased ;  Angeline,  wife 
of  Samuel  Mahood;  Archibald,  of  Leaven- 
worth, Kans. ;  Washington,  who  married  Eliza 
Graham:  Rosie,  wife  of  Thomas  Coulter: 
James,  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  who  married  Rebecca 
Gibson;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Morrow. 
The  parents  were  Presbyterians,  and  are  buried 
in  the  Concord  cemetery  in  Butler  county. 

Samuel  J.  Campbell,  father  of  Mrs.  Henry. 
G.  McKnigfht,  was  bom  March  20,  1824,  on  a 
farm  in  Concord  township,  Butler  Co.,  Pa., 
and  died  Jan.  29,  1906,  at  Tionesta,  Forest 
county.  He  left  the  farm  about  1861,  after 
selling  out,  and  coming  to  Franklin,  \>nango 
county,  bought  several  teams,  employing  a 
number  of  men  in  the  hauling  of  oil  in  the 
days  before  the  pipe  lines  were  laid.  He  was 
so  engagred  until  after  his  wife  died,  when  he 
removed  to  Pithole,  then  a  great  oil  town,  and 
there  continued  the  same  line  of  business  for 
three  years,  when  traffic  was  brisk  and  pros- 
perity ran  so  high  that  the  post  office  at  that 
point  attained  second  class  rating.  But  the 
excitement  soon  died  out,  and  after  his  re- 


moval to  Tionesta  Mr.  Campbell  followed  the 
trade  of  stonemason  until  ten  years  before  his 
death,  when  illness  made  his  retirement  neces- 
sary. He  was  a  Republican,  and  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Campbell 
married  Anna  Wallace  Russell,  who  was  bam 
Oct.  8,  1828,  and  died  July  10,  1865,  her  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  Concord  cemetery 
in  Butler  county.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
children,  one  son  dying  in  infancy;  Margaret 
Adelia,  bom  Nov.  19,  1853,  married  Oliver 
Pisor,  and  both  are  deceased ;  Nancy  Jane  died 
when  about  two  and  a  half  years  old;  Julia 
Ann  is  the  widow  of  Henry  G.  McKnight ; 
Mary  Ada,  who  also  married  Oliver  Pisor,  is 
deceased.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Campbell 
married  Ellen  Rowels,  bom  Feb.  2,  1842,  dieci 
Jan.  2,  1914,  who  is  buried  with  him  at  Tio- 
nesta. They  had  children:  Augusta,  wife 
of  Henry  Giering;  Maude,  who  is  married  to 
Ed.  H.  Kirchartz ;  and  Claude,  deceased,  who 
was  a  twin  of  Maude. 

James  Russell,  Mrs.  McKnight's  maternal 
grandfather,  was  bom  Feb.  2,  1773,  ^i"^  died 
Dec.  28,  1841.  He  was  of  Irish  Presbyterian 
stock,  and  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland, 
settling  in  Concord  township,  Butler  county, 
where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  and  his  third 
wife,  Nancy  (Cunningham),  bom  June  21, 
1789,  are  buried  in  the  Concord  cemetery.  They 
were  Presbyterians  in  religious  doctrine.  Their 
children  were  born  as  follows:  Mary  M.,  Jan. 
.S,  1812;  Eliza  C,  March  i,  1813  (married 
Dr.  Lyon,  of  Sunbury,  Pa.) ;  Isabella,  March 
8,  1815;  Samuel,  Oct.  2,  1816  (married  Julia 
Ann  McCallan)  ;  Nancy  Dill,  April  19,  1819 
(Mrs.  Ellis);  Jane,  July  12,  1820;  Juliette, 
July  12,  1822  (married  James  Campbell)  ; 
Ellis,  May  22^  1824:  Anna  Wallace,  Oct.  8, 
1*^28:  John  E.,  May  20,  1830:  Emmaline,  Feb. 
24,  1833  (married  Thomas  Burtenshaw). 

CHARLES  F.  ROTH,  who  died  Oct.  6. 
1918,  was  an  oil  operator  in  the  Shamburg 
field  in  Oilcreek  township,  with  the  rather  un- 
usual record  of  having  been  in  the  business 
from  the  age  of  fifteen  years  continuously  and 
the  reputation  of  being  an  expert  driller.  As  a 
contractor  and  producer  he  had  a  wide  experi- 
ence in  the  oil  industry,  in  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Oklahoma  fields,  and  though  he  met  with 
some  losses  his  success  was  such  as  to  leave 
him  no  cause  for  regret  in  his  choice  of  his  life 
work. 

Mr.  Roth  was  bom  in  1853  at  BuflFalo,  N. 
Y.,  where  his  parents,  John  G.  and  Wilhelmina 
A.  (Mast)  Roth,  settled  upon  coming  from 
their  native  Germany  in   1833.     The  father. 
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who  was  a  school  teacher  and  musician,  died 
in  1873,  the  mother  preceding  him  to  the  grave 
in  1866.  They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Of  the  twelve  children  bom  to  them 
eleven  grew  to  maturity :  Mary,  who  married 
John  Schriner  and  (second)  a  Mr.  Brown; 
Catherine,  who  married  John  Hanny,  of  Buf- 
falo; Caroline,  wife  of  William  Danna; 
Victoria,  wife  of  Lawrence  Steadhelm; 
William  H.,  long  well  known  in  Venango 
county  as  a  hotelkeeper  and  oil  operator ;  John 
G.;  Esther,  wife  of  Jacob  Lenhart;  Amelia, 
deceased;  Louisa,  wife  of  Perry  Thayer; 
Charles  F. ;  and  Henry. 

His  brother  William  having  come  to  Venan- 
go county  in  1863,  Charles  F.  Roth  followed 
him  within  a  few  years.  The  brother  had 
for  a  year  operated  a  meat  market  and  restau- 
rant at  the  Tarr  Farm,  on  Oil  creek  below 
Petroleum  Center,  and  also  supplied  meat  to 
patrons  between  that  place  and  Rouseville. 
there  being  in  1864  a  hotel,  three  groceries,  half 
a  dozen  boarding  houses  and  four  hundred 
people  on  that  famous  farm,  where  the  old 
Phillips  well  and  the  Woodford  well,  both  won- 
derful producers,  were  located,  their  rich 
yields  drawing  hundreds  to  the  vicinity.  Here 
it  was  that  Qiarles  F.  Roth  acquired  his  first 
knowledge  of  the  oil  business.  He  worked  for 
his  brother  until  1868,  when  he  found  em- 
ployment as  a  pumper,  his  frequent  visits  to 
Pithole  and  other  famous  local  oil  centers  hav- 
ing aroused  a  desire  to  go  into  the  work  him- 
self. In  1869,  in  company  with  Frank  Wright 
and  Henry  Reinwalt,  he  secured  an  interest 
on  the  Blood  farm,  which  adjoined  the  Tarr 
Farm  territory,  and  spent  five  years  in  opera- 
tions there,  the  partners  opening  a  number  of 
paying  wells.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Roth  also  did 
some  drilling  on  Sugar  run,  above  Franklin, 
and  kept  his  eyes  open  for  new  opportunities. 
When  the  Butler  county  field  opened  up  in 
1873  he  \vent  to  Greece  City,  was  later  at  Mil- 
lerstown,  that  county,  and  Parkers  Land- 
ing, working  for  the  United  Pipe  Lines  in 
charge  of  pipe  laying  to  Butler,  the  shipping 
point,  and  spending  five  years  in  that  county, 
principally  at  Greece  City  and  Millerstown, 
where  manv  fine  wells  were  discovered.  His 
next  move' was  to  McKean  county.  Pa.,  as 
foreman  for  Cooper  Brothers  in  charge  of 
drilling  and  other  operations,  and  with  the 
outbreak  of  the  oil  excitement  following  the 
discoveries  at  Bolivar  and  Richburg,  Allegany 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  changed  to  the  new  territory, 
where  he  followed  contracting  and  drilling  for 
a  vear.    When  operations  were  begun  at  Cherry 


Grove,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  he  went  into  that  field 
as  a  contractor  and  driller,  remaining  three  or 
four  years,  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  early 
arrivals  at  Glade  Run,  three  miles  west  of  War- 
ren, beginning  to  drill  there  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  company  with  C.  K.  Book,  with  whom 
he  had  a  half  interest  in  the  production,  which 
proved  very  good,  his  association  with  Mr. 
Book  covering  five  years,  during  which  time 
Mr.  Roth  had  charge  of  operations.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  carrying  on  drilling  opera- 
tions in  the  Gusher  field  near  the  Forest  county 
line,  and  after  selling  his  interest  at  Glade  Run 
he  came  in  1889  to  the  tract  in  Oil  Creek  town- 
ship, Venango  county,  where  he  was  operating 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  taking  charge  of  Mr. 
Pickett,  the  owner  at  that  time.  The  location 
is  six  miles  southeast  of  Titusville,  at  what  is 
known  as  Black  Oil  Hill  or  East  Shamburg. 
Mr.  Roth  drilled  several  more  wells  for  Mr. 
Pickett  and  his  successors,  the  Oil  Well  Supply 
Company,  from  whom  he  bought  the  property 
two  years  after  coming  to  it,  and  he  continued 
developing  the  field  steadily  after  it  passed  into 
his  ownership,  having  during  that  time  in- 
creased the  number  of  wells  from  twenty-two 
to  thirty-five.  The  area  is  seventy-two  acres, 
and  there  is  ample  room  for  several  more  loca- 
tions. His  home  was  on  this  tract,  and  he  ac- 
quired two  other  producing  properties  in  the 
Shamburg  field,  one  of  forty-five  acres  which 
had  eight  wells  when  he  bought  it,  with  eight- 
een at  the  present  writing.  Though  the  yield 
has  not  been  heavy  it  has  been  steady,  and  Mr. 
Roth  had  comparatively  few  losses  through 
striking  dry  holes.  Though  his  interests  were 
centered  at  his  home  place  for  so  many  years 
he  had  by  no  means  devoted  all  his  energies 
to  its  exploitation.  He  owned  a  string  of  drill- 
ing tools  for  forty  years,  and  during  the  last 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  did  considerable  drilling 
in  Warren  county,  generally  taking  a  share  in 
the  wells  brought  in.  For  a  time  he  had  a 
seven-eighths  interest  in  one  especially  valu- 
able property  in  the  Tidioute  field,  and  retained 
a  share  therein  until  his  death.  He  was  one  of 
the  stockholders  in  the  Triumph  gasoline  plant, 
a  casing  head  gas  plant  for  saving  the  gas  which 
comes  from  the  wells  with  the  oil.  The  gas 
goes  through  pumps,  producing  what  is  known 
as  casing  head  gas,  and  though  frequently 
wasted  is  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  oif  oper- 
ation when  saved  by  proper  appliances.  For 
seven  years  Mr.  Roth  spent  part  of  each  year 
in  Oklahoma,  near  Bartlesville,  having  an  in- 
terest there  which  he  eventually  sold  to  ad- 
vantage.    Being  a  professional  driller  he  al- 
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ways  looked  after  the  drilling  operations  on 
his  own  leases  personally  and  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  they  received  proper  attention, 
his  all-around  familiarity  with  oil  operations 
proving  extremely  valuable.  Though  he  had 
ups  and  downs  he  never  had  the  misfortune 
to  put  his  last  cent  into  a  dry  hole,  and  he  had 
generous  returns  from  the  property  where  he 
nad  been  established  for  almost  thirty  years  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  within  five  miles  of  his 
first  oil  interest.  The  old  Shamburg  field  has 
been  producing  for  half  a  century,  and  some 
of  the  wells  now  flowing  there  date  back  to  the 
original  excitement.  Aside  from  some  inciden- 
tal lumbering  operations  in  Warren  county 
Mr.  Roth  devoted  all  his  time  to  oil  woric,  and 
though  a  good  citizen  did  not  take  any  part  in 
public  affairs.  His  chief  recreation  was  in  out- 
door sports,  hunting,  trout  fishing,  baseball, 
etc.,  his  yearly  vacations  being  spent  in  the 
open,  and  one  of  his  prized  trophies  was  the 
head  of  a  fine  buck  which  he  shot  in  Warren 
county. 

In  1882  Mr.  Roth  was  married,  in  Warren 
county,  to  Mary  J.  Bimber,  of  Tidioute,  daugh- 
ter 0/  George  Bimber,  well  known  as  a  lum- 
berman, farmer  and  Civil  war  veteran,  who 
spent  his  last  days  with  his  daughter  Mrs. 
Roth,  dying  seven  years  ago.  Seven  children 
were  bom  to  this  marriage,  namely :  Gertrude 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  L.  Reed,  of  Pleasantville ; 
Charles  Albert  is  a  contractor  and  driller  in 
the  Oklahoma  oil  fields  (he  is  unmarried) ; 
Williani  F.  lives  at  home  and  is  engaged  in 
looking  after  his  mother's  leases ;  Cora  gradu- 
ated from  the  Pleasantville  high  school  and 
from  Hiram  College  in  1914,  and  for  three 
years  taught  first  grade  in  the  Junior  high 
school  at  Oil  City,  until  her  marriage  to  Prof. 
Roy  Baum,  of  Oil  City;  Ernest  E.,  who  was 
engaged  with  his  father  on  the  home  place,  en- 
listed in  the  United  States  army  in  191 7,  while 
a  student  in  Hiram  College,  Ohio,  was  gradu- 
ated after  going  to  Camp  Perry,  Ohio,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  building  cantonments,  having 
helped  to  construct  those  at  Camp  Sherman, 
Chillicothe.  Ohio,  and  Camp  Sheridan,  Mont- 
gromery,  Ala.,  was  in  the  Officers*  Training 
Corps  at  Camp  Lee,  and  is  now  serving  as  a 
second  lieutenant  in  France;  Clifford  Merle 
died  when  eighteen  years  old.  being  accidentally 
shot  while  hunting  ;'Frederick  died  young.  The 
family  are  identified  with  the  Shamburg 
Christian  Church  near  their  home.  Mr.  Roth 
made  many  desirable  improvements  about  his 
residence  to  make  it  comfortable  and  attractive, 
keeping^  his  prot>erty  in  excellent  condition. 
He  is  buried  in  Pleasantville  cemetery. 


ROBERT  BOARDMAN,  treasurer  of  the 
Robert  Boardman  Company,  of  Oil  City,  has 
spent  all  but  a  few  years  of  his  business  life 
in  association  with  that  concern,  which  was 
founded  by  his  father,  the  late  Robert  Board- 
man,  who  became  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  the  city  through  the  success  of  his  oil  pro- 
duction and  manufacturing  interests. 

Robert  Boardman,  the  father,  led  an  indus- 
trious life,  well  rewarded  by  the  high  stand- 
ing which  he  attained  among  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  well  as  the  worldly  prosperity  which 
attended  his  efforts.  Bom  July  28,  1842,  in 
Lancashire,  England,  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated there  and  thoroughly  trained  in  black- 
smithing,  his  excellence  as  a  mechanic  proving 
the  chief  factor  in  his  success.  He  sailed  for 
America  from  Liverpool,  and  arrived  at  Oil 
City,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  after  the  flood, 
landing  here  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  and 
paying  his  last  nickel  to  cross  the  Allegheny 
river  to  reach  the  south  side.  He  did  not  know 
anyone  here,  but  he  soon  found  employment 
pumping  wells  along  the  river,  and  his  skill 
as  a  blacksmith  insured  him  steady  work,  his 
reputation  as  one  of  the  best  tradesmen  in 
that  line  being  established  before  he  had  been 
here  long.  His  experience  was  broadened  by 
service  with  different  employers,  including 
David  Trax,  Cummings  Brothers.  Mount  & 
Kugler  and  the  B.  N.  Y.  &  P.  Railroad  Com- 
pany in  this  section.  For  a  time  he  worked  at 
Little  Washington,  Pa.,  and  later  had  charge  of 
Bovard  &  Seyfang's  blacksmith  shop  at  Brad- 
ford. Pa.,  also  holding  a  position  with  the  Oil 
Well  Supply  Company  at  Oil  City.  During  the 
oil  excitement  in  Clarion  county  he  established 
a  small  shop  of  his  own  there,  at  Kossuth,  car- 
rying it  on  for  a  year ;  and  at  one  time  he  had 
a  horse-shoeing  shop  in  \'enango  county,  about 
the  mouth  of  Cornplanter  run.  He  varied  his 
activities  with  oil  production,  having  owned 
wells  on  the  Qapp  Farm ;  the  old  Horner  wells, 
one  of  which  was  at  one  time  the  largest  in 
the  Oil  Creek  territory;  and  at  one  time  had 
a  half  interest  in  wells  on  the  Rynd  farm,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Rouseville.  Mr.  Board- 
man  also  did  some  drilling  at  Kaneville,  Ve- 
nango county.  When  he  started  business  at 
Oil  City  he  had  his  blacksmith  shop  in  a  corner 
of  Joseph  Reid's  foundry,  on  Elm  street.  Mr. 
Reid's  plant  was  visited  by  fire,  and  Mr.  Board- 
man  moved  to  the  Third  ward,  buying  two  lots 
at  the  present  location  of  the  Robert  Board- 
man  Companv.  He  sold  one  to  Abraham  Lo- 
ean.  who  built  a  woodworking  shop  thereon, 
Mr.  Boardman  putting  up  a  frame  blacksmith 
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shop.  Both  places  were  burned  out,  and  Mr. 
Boardman  rebuilt  of  brick,  erecting  the  struc- 
ture still  in  use  and  now  equipped  as  a  thor- 
oughly up-to-date  machine  and  blacksmith 
shop.  He  took  his  two  sons  into  partnership 
as  the  business  grew,  and  Walter  Lowery  was 
made  foreman  of  the  machine  shop,  retaining 
that  position  until  his  death.  With  a  compre- 
hensive knowledge  of  the  oil  business,  and 
mechanical  ability  of  a  high  order,  Mr.  Board- 
man  was  well  fitted  for  the  successful  opera- 
tion of  the  machine  shop,  keeping  abreast  of 
the  requirements  occasioned  by  advances  in 
methods,  and  able  to  give  his  patrons  expert 
service.  He  had  his  full  share  of  the  local  cus- 
tom, and  continued  in  business  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  15,  1909,  after  an  active 
career.  Socially  he  was  prpminent  in  the  Odd 
Fellows  fraternity,  belonging  to  both  lodge  and 
encampment,  and  was  a  past  grand  of  Petro- 
lia  Lodge,  Xo.  589,  L  O.  O.  F.  His  religious 
connection  was  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
had  no  desire  to  take  any  direct  part  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs,  but  he  was 
a  Republican  in  principle  and  supported  the 
party  on  issues  of  general  importance. 

In  England  Mr.  Boardman  married  Alice 
Whittle,  who  died  in  November,  1885,  ^S^^ 
forty-nine  years,  and  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill 
cemetery,  where  his  remains  also  rest.  Six 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage :  Emma, 
bom  in  England  Jan.  i,  1864,  is  married  to 
Phineas  Kendrick,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.;  Wil- 
liam, born  Jan.  15,  1866,  married  Eliza  A.  T. 
Sampsell,  of  Oil  City,  and  is  mentioned  else- 
where: Margaret  A.,  bom  June  19,  1868,  is 
the  wife  of  David  L.  Lee,  of  Oil  City,  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Robert  is  men- 
tioned below ;  Mary  and  John  died  young. 

Robert  Boardman  was  born  Sept.  6,  1872, 
at  Oil  City,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  there.  He  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  machinist's  trade  in  his  father's  shop, 
where  he  remained  ten  years,  later  spending 
three  years  in  the  West,  two  as  an  employe 
of  the  Baker  Iron  Works,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.. 
and  one  year  in  the  shop  of  the  Forrest  Oil 
Company  at  Neodesha,  Kans.  On  his  return 
Elast  he  was  with  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Com- 
pany at  Pittsburgh  for  two  years,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  coming  back  to  Oil  City  and  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  his  father,  with  whom 
he  was  associated  until  the  latter's  death. 
When  the  company  was  incorporated,  subse- 
quently, he  .became  treasurer,  succeeding  Mr. 
Lee,  who  was  the  first  to  hold  that  office  in 
the  new  organiztition,  and  is  now  president 
and   general  manager.     His  long   familiarity 


with  the  details  of  the  business,  supplemented 
by  general  experience  in  other  associations, 
qualifies  him  thoroughly  for  his  duties,  upon 
which  the  prosperity  of  the  concern  depends 
to  a  great  extent.  Personally  he  is  endowed 
with  the  strong  sense  of  responsibility  toward 
all  with  whom  he  has  dealings  that  was  so 
characteristic  of  his  father,  being  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  reliable  business  men  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Boardman  married  Laura  Emma  Snov/, 
daughter  of  William  and  Anna  (Crawford) 
Snow,  of  Oil  City,  who  had  had  two  children 
by  a  former  marriage :  ( i )  Louis,  bom  Jan. 
II,  1894,  now  engaged  as  a  car  inspector  witli 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  married 
Rose  Grist,  and  they  have  one  child,  Robert 
Lee.  (2)  Mary  Anna,  born  May  25,  1895,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Carroll  Raughman,  a  firem.m 
on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  mother  of 
one  child,  Louis  Edwin.  One  child  has  been 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boardman,  Beatrice  Eliz- 
abeth, bom  April  23,  1917.  Mrs.  Boardman 
attends  Grace  M.  E.  Church,  to  which  Mr. 
Boardman  gives  his  support.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican.  Their  home  is  at  No.  302  High- 
land avenue. 

Mrs.  Boardman  was  born  March  22,  1874. 
on  a  farm  at  Oleopolis,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
was  educated  in  the  country  schools.  Her 
grandfather,  John  Snow,  lived  and  died  at 
Plumer,  Venango  county,  where  he  is  buried. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  about  forty  years,  but 
his  wife,  Julia  (Smeltzer),  lived  to  be  past 
eighty,  and  is  interred  at  Portland,  Ohio.  Their 
children  were:  Mary,  Mrs.  William  Bartels; 
William,  father  of  Mrs.  Boardman;  Margaret; 
Richard;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  William  Sheffeler; 
John;  and  Josephine. 

William  Snow,  father  of  Mrs.  Boardman, 
was  a  native  of  Kittanning,  Armstrong  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  When 
a  young  man  he  left  Kittanning  and  located  in 
Oil  City,  Venango  county,  where  he  married 
Anna  Crawford,  like  himself  a  native  of  Arm- 
strong county,  who  survives  him,  being  now 
(1918)  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  He  died 
when  sixty-eight  years  old,  at  Seneca,  Venango 
county,  and  is  buried  at  Salina,  this  county. 
In  his  earlier  years  he  was  a  trackman  on  the 
railroad,  following  railroad  work  for  about 
fifteen  years,  after  which  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  farming,  at  various  locations.  At 
Oil  City  he  served  as  constable,  and  he  was 
identified  with  the  Republican  party  in  politics. 
Though  not  connected  with  any  church,  he  was 
a  devout  Christian  in  his  religious  convictions, 
and  greatly  respected  for  his  high  principles. 
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Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snow,  namely :  Robert,  deceased ;  Mary  Eliz- 
abeth, widow  of  Fred  Stevenson;  Richard,  of 
Seneca,  Venango  county;  Laura  Emma,  Mrs. 
Boardman;  Harvey  William,  who  married 
Olive  Willings ;  Alice  E.,  wife  of  William  Mer- 
cilliott;  John,  who  married  Eva  Willings; 
Blanche,  deceased;  and  Fred,  who  married 
Frances  Stover. 

Robert  Crawford,  father  of  Mrs.  Snow, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years  at  Kane 
City  (now  Kaneville),  in  Cherry  Tree  town- 
ship, Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  buried  at  Petro- 
leum Center.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
His  wife,  Catherine  (Linnaberry),  also  lived 
to  be  over  seventy,  and  is  buried  at  Petroleum 
Center,  this  county.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  family:  Anna,  Mrs.  William 
Snow;  Robert,  who  married  Erie  Hogg;  Wil- 
liam, who  married  Margaret  Hogg;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Jesse  Graham;  John,  who  married 
Rose  Corbett;  Curtis,  who  married  Mary 
Hogg;  Jennie,  wife  of  William  Graham; 
Laura,  Mrs.  Jacob  Tarr;  Newton,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Baney;  and  Kansas,  wife  of  Fildey 
Rawford. 

JOHN  WADE  OSENIDER,  Sr.,  present 
coroner  of  Venango  county,  has  been  one  of 
the  process! ve  business  men  of  Oil  City,  the 
city  owmg  its  reputation  as  an  up-to-date  com- 
munity to  men  of  his  stamp,  Mr.  Osenider 
has  attained  a  foremost  position  in  his  line 
in  Venango  county,  solely  through  his  own  ef- 
forts, and  he  has  returned  the  appreciation  of 
his  patrons  in  good  measure  by  irreproachable 
service  in  his  dealings  with  them  both  of  busi- 
ness  and  official  nature. 

Mr.  Osenider  belongs  to  an  old  Pennsylva- 
nia family.  His  great-grandfather  was  a  na- 
tive of  Susquehanna  county,  this  State,  and 
lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  ten  years  of  age. 
When  ninety-seven  years  old  he  swam  a  horse 
across  the  Susquehanna  river  to  attend  a 
friend's  funeral. 

Samuel  Osenider,  grandfather  of  John 
Wade  Osenider,  Sr.,  moved  from  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  to  Clarion  county,  settling 
between  Strattonville,  that  county,  and  the 
borough  of  Corsica,  which  lies  in  Jefferson 
county  at  the  Clarion  county  line.  He  farmed 
there  until  his  death,  which  was  caused  by 
typhoid  fever  when  he  was  thirty-five  years 
old.  He  is  buried  at  Corsica,  and  his  wife, 
Mary  (Vasbinder),  was  buried  at  Oil  City. 
She  was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  county. 
They  were  Methodists  in  religious  belief.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Osenider  had  three  children:  Han- 


nah, who  married  George  Steffy,  both  now  de- 
ceased; Joseph  Samuel;  and  Martha,  wife  of 
Henry  ^IcKim,  both  deceased. 

Joseph  Samuel  Osenider,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Vasbinder)  Osenider,  was  born  Nov. 
25,  183 1,  in  Clarion  county,  near  Corsica,  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  the  township 
schools,  and  until  1865  was  engaged  in  log- 
ging, rafting  and  the  lumber  business  gener- 
ally, being  a  pilot  on  the  Clarion  river.  He 
then  did  business  for  three  years  at  Brook- 
ville,  JeflFerson  county,  having  bought  the 
"Schribner  House,"  on  Main  street,  where  he 
kept  hotel,  but  his  wife  dying  he  gave  it  up 
and  in  1870  moved  to  Oil  City,  Venango 
county.  Here  he  did  a  prosperous  business  as 
a  contractor  and  teamster  until  his  retirement 
in  191 2,  owning  several  teams  and  command- 
ing a  good  share  of  the  local  trade  in  his 
line.  Mr.  Osenider  was  an  Odd  Fellow  for 
fifty  years,  having  joined  the  fraternity  when 
he  attained  his  majority,  was  the  first  member 
of  Mingo  Lodge  at  Corsica  and  later  affiliated 
with  Latonia'  Lodge  at  Oil  City.  He  held 
membership  in  Grace  M.  E.  Church  at  Oil 
City,  and  was  a  Republican  in  his  political 
views.  His  death  occurred  Nov.  19,  1917,  and 
he  was  buried  at  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Osenider  first  married  Alary  Flick,  who 
was  born  May  2.  1831,  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Margaret 
Flick,  who  moved  to  Clarion  county  and  were 
farming  people  there  the  rest  of  their  lives, 
both  dying  before  their  daughter  Mrs.  Osen- 
ider, who  passed  away  Jan.  25,  1869.  She  was 
the  mother  of  five  children:  John  Wade; 
George,  of  Oil  City,  assistant  yardmaster  in 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany, who  married  Catherine  Dilmore ;  Clara, 
widow  of  Thomas  J.  Errington  and  living  in 
Detroit,  Mich.;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Harry 
Campbell,  a  railroad  conductor;  and  Frances, 
who  is  married  to  Elmer  Campbell,  of  Oil 
City,  a  contractor  and  painter.  By  his  second 
marriage,  to  Carrie  Johns,  Mr.  Osenider  had 
one  child,  Harry,  who  assisted  his  father  in 
business.  Mrs.  Carrie  (Johns)  Osenider  was 
born  in  Brookville,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Johns,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years. 
She  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemeterv,  Oil 
City. 

John  Wade  Osenider  was  bom  July  10. 
1863,  in  Brookville,  Jefferson  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Oil  City,  accom- 
panying his  father  hither  after  his  mother's 
death.  He  had  to  begin  work  early,  so  that 
he  is  practically  self-educated  and  self -trained, 
acquiring  the  thorough  mastery  of  his  present 
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business  in  closest  application  to  its  require- 
ments. He  did  various  kinds  of  work  as  a 
boy,  eventually  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade 
in  the  employ  of  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Com- 
pany, where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years.  His  skill  in  that  calling  enabled 
him  to  get  employment  in  the  oil  fields  as  tool 
dresser  and  in  other  mechanical  capacities,  and 
he  was  so  engaged  until  1894,  when  he  took  a 
position  with  Bitting,  Clark  &  McCracken, 
undertakers  in  Oil  City,  remaining  in  that  em- 
ploy for  the  next  ten  years.  Meantime  a  num- 
ber of  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  owner- 
ship, the  firm  being  successively  Bitting,  Mc- 
Cracken &  Black,  B.  F.  McCracken,  and  B.  F. 
McCracken  &  Cook.  By  this  time  ^Ir.  Osen- 
ider  felt  competent  to  go  into  the  business  on 
his  own  account,  and  he  was  established  at  No. 
12  Seneca  street  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
D.  F.  Fritz  and  David  Coffman  under  the 
style  of  Osenider,  Fritz  &  Coffman.  They 
were  associated  for  two  years,  and  he  and  Mr. 
Fritz  subsequently  bought  Mr.  CoflFman's  in- 
terest, taking  the  name  of  Osenider  &  Fritz 
imtil  Mr.  Osenider  purchased  his  partner's 
share  in  1912.  They  were  located  in  the  Mc- 
Collum  building  on  East  First  street  until  thir- 
teen years  ago,  when  they  rented  the  place  in 
the  Masonic  building  where  the  business  has 
since  been  conducted,  Nos.  19-21  East  First 
street,  taking  the  seventeen-year  lease  of 
George  B.  Adams  &  Company,  and  thus  ac- 
quiring the  entire  first  floor  of  the  building, 
aflFording  commodious  quarters  for  their  furni- 
ture and  undertaking  establishmenf.  Mr.  Os- 
enider has  been  sole  owner  since  he  took  over 
Mr.  Fritz's  interest  in  191 2,  and  he  continued 
the  business  along  the  old  lines  until  March, 
19 1 7,  when  he  dropped  the  furniture  depart- 
ment, having  since  g^ven  his  exclusive  atten- 
tion to  the  undertaking  branch.  He  does  busi- 
ness under  the  name  of  John  W.  Osenider. 

Though  he  has  been  in  his  present  line  com- 
paratively few  years  on  his  own  account,  Mr. 
Osenider  has  made  surprising  headway,  at 
present  being  one  of  the  leading  undertakers 
in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  In  order  to  fit 
himself  better  for  the  practical  duties  of  his 
profession  he  took  a  course  at  the  United 
States  Embalming  School,  Pittsburgh,  from 
which  he  was  graduated,  and  he  has  main- 
tained the  highest  standards  in  every  detail  of 
service  arranged  for  his  patrons,  no  city  of 
metropolitan  pretensions  aflFording  anything 
better.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  caskets  and 
all  other  funeral  supplies,  havingf  a  well  ap- 
pointed display  parlor,  has  provided  a  public 


funeral  chapel,  and  has  fitted  up  a  morgue. 
He  was  the  first  undertaker  at  Oil  City  to 
install  automobile  service,  his  equipment  now 
including  two  automobile  hearses,  four  limou- 
sines, an  automobile  ambulance  and  two  pri- 
vate cars,  as  well  as  a  horse-drawn  hearse  and 
ambulance.  In  1910  he  put  the  first  automo- 
bile ambulance  in  Oil  City  into  service,  mak- 
ing his  first  call  on  Aug.  5th  of  that  year. 
Two  of  Mr.  Osenider's  sons  assist  him  in  busi- 
ness, the  trade  being  too  large  for  him  to  han- 
dle. In  November,  1917,  he  was  elected  coro- 
ner, to  serve  four  years  beginning  Jan.  ist, 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  will 
give  thorough  satisfaction  in  that  incumbency. 

Socially  Mr.  Osenider  has  many  connections 
in  Oil  City,  holding  membership  fn  Latonia 
Lodge,  No.  1018,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he 
has  been  treasurer  for  the  last  ten  years; 
Lodge  No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks;  the  Modern 
Woodmen;  Protected  Home  Circle,  No.  24; 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  Oil  City  Gun  Qub, 
and  the  National  Security  League.  His  reli- 
gious association  is  with  Grace  M.  E.  Church. 
Like  his  father  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics. 

Mr.  Osenider  married  Ellen  Blanche  Hol- 
land, who  was  born  Dec.  11,  1863,  at  Duncans- 
ville,  Blair  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Holland,  and  of  the  children  born  to  them 
three  are  deceased,  one  having  died  in  infancy ; 
Louis  met  an  accidental  death  when  sixteen 
years  old ;  Ralph  D.,  aged  fourteen  years,  was 
fatally  shot  while  out  hunting.  There  are 
three  surviving  sons :  ( i )  Joseph  F.  Osenider, 
born  in  1890,  formerly  a  railroad  trainman,  is 
now  in  the  United  States  Aviation  Corps, 
Section  H,  Line  332,  stationed  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.  (2)  J.  Wade  Osenider,  Jr.,  born 
March  29,  1892,  was  educated  in  the  lower 
and  high  schools  at  Oil  City,  and  Riverview 
Academy,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  a  boys'  mili- 
tary preparatory  school,  subsequently  took  a 
course  at  the  New  York  Medical  School  in 
demi-surgery,  and  has  full  charge  of  the  em- 
balming and  ambulance  work.  He  has  also 
had  efficient  training  in  post  mortem  work  in 
the  Hudson  River  Hospital,  being  unusually 
well  qualified  for  his  profession.  For  nine 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  i6th  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and  since 
America  entered  the  war  has  served  a  year  in 
the  army  with  the  112th  Infantr>%  from  which 
he  was  honorably  discharged.  He  is  a  member 
of  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks 
(now  serving  as  esquire) ;  Latonia  Lodge,  No. 
1018.  I.  O.  O.  F..  of  Oil  City;  Lodge  No.  78, 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose ;  and  of  the  Episcopal 
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Church.  J.  Wade  Osenider  married  Annie 
Belle  Timmons,  of  Turbeville,  S.  C.  Miss 
Timmons  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ellmer  E.  Timmons  and  member  of  an  old 
Southern  family,  Mr.  Timmons  being  cashier 
of  the  Turbeville  National  Bank.  Mrs.  Oseni- 
der is  a  graduate  of  the  University  Medical 
College,  Augusta,  Ga.  (3)  Philip  D.  Osenider, 
born  Nov.  6,  1894,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  had  his  business  training  in  the 
undertaking  business,  serving  as  his  brother's 
assistant  at  present.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
i6th  Infantry  Band  and  served  seven  months 
on  the  Mexican  border  during  the  recent  dis- 
turbances, and  recently  waived  honorable  dis- 
charge. He  is  a  member  of  Latonia  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Capt.  Thomas  Holland,  father  of  Mrs.  John 
Wade  Osenider,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Blair 
county.  Pa.,  born  near  Duncansville,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years  after  an  active 
career.  He  saw  service  in  two  wars,  enlist- 
ing during  the  Mexican  war  at  Altoona,  Pa., 
and  being  a  private  in  the  army  for  eighteen 
months  during  that  struggle.  In  the  Civil  war 
he  was  captam  of  the  Scott  Rifles,  a  volun- 
teer company,  and  served  three  years,  taking 
part  in  many  battles  and  overland  marches. 
He  and  his  brother  George  were  well  educated, 
the  latter  serving  fifteen  years  as  principal  of 
the  Duncansville  schools,  and  Captain  Holland 
also  taught  there  for  several  terms  during  his 
young  manhood.  But  he  was  a  stationary  en- 
gineer most  of  his  life,  serving  in  that  capacity 
in  the  Cambria  Iron  Works  at  Duncansville, 
on  the  coal  slope,  for  years;  later  he  ran  an 
engine  for  the  same  company  at  Hollidays- 
burg,  Blair  county;  came  to  Columbia  Farm, 
in  Venango  county,  and  ran  engines  at  pump- 
ing stations  for  twelve  years;  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Hollidaysburg  was  so  occupied  until 
his  retirement.  Captain  Holland  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics  and  a  Catholic  in  religion,  be- 
longing to  St.  Stephen's  Church  at  Duncans- 
ville, and  he  is  buried  with  both  his  wives  in 
St.  Catherine's  cemetery  at  that  place.  His 
first  wife,  Mary  Ellen  (Gilday),  was  the 
daughter  of  Patrick  Gilday,  who  came  from 
Scotland,  and  died  at  the  ajge  of  thirty-five 
years,  the  mother  of  nine  children :  John,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Anna  Fitzgerald ;  David, 
whose  wife's  name  is  Mary;  Frank,  of  Con- 
nellsville.  Pa.,  a  plumber;  Ellen  Blanche,  Mrs. 
Osenider;  William,  also  married;  Martha, 
widow  of  George  Moyer,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  in  which  he  served  two  years  and 
nine  months,  and  subsequently  an  engineer  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad;  Mollie,  widow  of 


Isaac  Watt,  an  engineer  on  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Benjamin  Carle; 
and  Hester,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Duncan  AIcDougall. 

CHRISTIAN  ROESS,  late  of  Oil  City,  is 
well  remembered  among  Venango  county  oil 
operators  as  one  of  the  local  producers  whose 
steady  success  was  a  stabilizing  factor  of  the 
industry  in  this  region.  He  and  his  elder 
brother,  Louis  Roess,  were  associated  in  busi- 
ness from  the  time  of  their  arrival  here  until 
the  latter's  death,  and  as  members  of  the  pros- 
perous firms  of  Roess  Brothers  and  Roess 
Brothers  &  Company  contributed  notably  to 
the  reputation  and  value  of  the  Venango 
county  oil  fields.  In  time  his  interests  were 
extended  to  other  profitable  territories,  but 
he  always  retained  his  local  holdings  and 
managed  them  wisely.  Mr.  Roess  was  a  man 
of  well  balanced  character,  which  he  evi- 
denced in  his  business  activities  as  in  all  other 
relations  of  life,  aiming  to  prosper  by  well 
directed  eflPorts  and  steady  application  in  care- 
fully chosen  lines,  and  wasting  neither  time 
nor  substance  on  the  uncertainties  of  rash 
ventures.  He  was  well  rewarded  in  all  of  his 
undertakings,  from  the  material  standpoint, 
and  personally  held  the  sincere  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Roess  was  bom  Feb.  1,  1844,  in  Han- 
over, Germany,  in  which  country  his  father, 
Martin  Roess,  died  in  1851.  The  widowed 
mother  brought  her  little  family  to  America  in 
the  year  1857,  Louis,  Christian  and  Elizabeth, 
the  latter  subsequently  marrying  Samuel 
Scott.  They  lived  for  a  time  in  Allegheny, 
Pa.,  Christian  Roess  learning  the  trade  of 
butcher  there,  and  his  brother  followed  the 
same  line  of  work,  in  which  they  continued 
for  two  years  after  their  removal  to  the  Story 
farm  above  Oil  City,  in  i860,  at  which  time 
they  drove  cattle  hither  from  Butler  county, 
butchering  and  selling  them  at  their  destina- 
tion. Soon  after  their  arrival  here  they  be- 
came interested  in  oil  properties,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Roess  Brothers,  investing  in 
wells,  and  extending  their  holdings  steadily 
until  they  became  substantial  figures  in  the  oil 
industry  in  this  section.  They  had  a  landing 
near  the  old  "Moran  House"  in  the  Third 
ward  of  Oil  City,  shippin^f  their  oil  by  boats 
down  the  Allegheny  to  Pittsburgh,  and  were 
members  of  the  Oil  City  Oil  Exchange  from 
1868.  They  were  also  associated  with  promi- 
nent oil  men  in  producing  properties,  among 
the  more  prosperous  firms  being  Roess 
Brothers  &  Company,  controlling  some  of  the 
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most  productive  oil  properties  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  York  and  Ohio  in  the  course  of  a 
long  and  prosperous  career  in  the  business. 
Christian  Roess  had  charge  of  the  field  work 
for  the  firm,  and  occupied  himself  principally 
throughout  life  with  business  cares  and  do- 
mestic responsibilities.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  Good  Hope  Lutheran  Church  in 
Oil  City,  and  with  his  brother  Louis  among 
the  most  substantial  advocates  of  the  first 
church  building.  Likewise  with  Mrs.  Louis 
Roess  he  was  one  of  the  most  generous  sup- 
porters of  the  beautiful  brown  stone  church 
and  a  member  of  its  building  committee,  also 
serving  as  treasurer  of  the  congregation,  hav- 
ing succeeded  his  brother  Louis  after  the  latter 
had  held  that  position  for  years,  and  like  him 
continuing  to  fill  the  office  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Oct.  12,  1907. 

Mr.  Roess  married  Sophia  Julianne  Kraut- 
hause,  who  was  bom  June  10,  1844,  daughter 
of  Nicholas  and  Julianne  Krauthause,  and 
died  April  29,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roess  had 
a  large  family,  viz.:  Elizabeth  married 
Adolph  Schorman,  of  Bradford,  Pa. ;  Gustav 
Frederick,  the  eldest  son,  is  married  to 
Margaret  Deets;  Emma  married  William 
Eichner,  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  and  is  deceased; 
Theodore  J.,  now  a  resident  of  Cridersville, 
Ohio,  married  Delia  Mowery;  Christian  M., 
an  oil  producer,  of  Oil  City,  married  Flora 
Shellito  Baird;  Edward  F.,  of  Oil  City,  also 
engaged  as  an  oil  producer,  and  in  the  meat 
and  provision  business  as  well,  married  Emma 
Reimann;  William  L.,  who  is  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Oil  City,  married  Sarah  Kohler; 
Louise  lives  in  Buflfalo,  N.  Y. ;  Clara  married 
Louis  P.  Reimann,  a  building  contractor,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  Sophia  D.  is  associated  with 
the,  Phipps  Institute  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
.^bert  F.,  of  Oil  City,  an  oil  producer,  mar- 
ried Jessie  Laughlin ;  Alma  is  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Claudius  Freseman,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  Frede- 
rick L.  C,  now  a  resident  of  Sierra  Madre, 
Cal.,  married  Virginia  Laughlin. 

JOHN*  RICHARD  STEELE,  of  Oil  City, 
has  had  a  well-rounded  and  active  life,  varied 
and  broadened  by  the  business  and  official  re- 
sponsibilitieis,  social  and  domestic  interests, 
which  he  has  combined  very  happily  in  his  busy 
career.  He  has  ranked  with  the  substantial 
business  men  of  the  city  since  he  settled  there 
over  forty  years  ago,  has  served  city  and  coun- 
ty in  important  public  positions,  and  kept  in 
sympathetic  touch  with  his  fellow  citizens  in 
all  the  other  relations  of  life,  filling  a  place  of 
definite  worth  in  the  community. 


The  Steele  family  came  to  this  country  from 
the  North  of  Ireland,  whence  a  large  propor- 
tion of  Pennsylvania's  sturdy  pioneer  stock 
was  drawn.  Richard  Steele,  the  grandfather 
of  John  Richard  Steele,  lived  at  Vineland,  N. 
J.,  before  his  removal  to  this  State,  where  he 
first  settled  in  Dauphin  county,  later  in  Law- 
rence county,  the  remainder  of  his  life  being 
spent  in  farming  in  North  Beaver  township. 
He  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Davis),  who  was 
of  Welsh  extraction,  both  lived  to  be  about 
seventj^  years  of  age,  and  they  are  buried  at 
Hillsville,  Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.  They  were  Bap- 
tists in  religious  faith,  and  he  was  a  Whig  in 
political  doctrine.  Their  children  were: 
Stephen  Davis,  Drfvid,  Elizabeth,  Eleanor,  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  Christie. 

Stephen  Davis  Steele,  son  of  Richard  and 
Elizabeth  (Davis)  Steele,  was  born  near 
Mount  Jackson,  in  North  Beaver  township, 
Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  on  his  farm  there 
in  August,  1853,  when  but  twenty-seven  years 
old,  he  and  four  or  five  other  members  of  the 
family  being  victims  of  cholera.  He  is  buried 
at  Hillsville.  He  had  bought  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  and  started  life  ambitiously,  not  only 
cultivating  his  land  but  also  engaging  in  the 
manufacture  of  boots  there,  giving  employment 
to  a  number  of  men.  Like  his  father  he  was  a 
Whig  and  a  Baptist.  He  married  Susanna 
Watson,  who  was  born  July  i,  1828,  in  Law- 
rence county,  Pa.,  near  Poland,  Mahoning  Co., 
Ohio,  her  father's  property  lying  on  the  line 
between  Lawrence  county.  Pa.,  and  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  about  half  in  each  county.  Two 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele, 
John  Richard  and  William  Henderson,  the  lat- 
ter marrying  Emma  Goucher.  He  moved  West 
to  Atchison,  Kans.,  and  became  a  manufacturer 
there.  The  mother  remarried,  her  second  hus- 
band being  a  Mr.  Gates,  with  whom  she  re- 
moved to  Morenci,  Mich.,  at  which  place  her 
death  occurred  Feb.  7,  1918.  She  is  buried  at 
Morenci. 

Nicholas  Watson,  father  of  Mrs.  Susanna 
(Watson)  Steele,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  on  coming  to  America  settled  near  Poland, 
Ohio,  later  removing  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio. 
He  was  a  school  teacher  in  his  younger  days, 
following  that  profession  for  a  number  of  years 
after  his  emigration  to  this  country,  besides 
farming  very  successfully.  He  acquired  three 
hundred  acres  near  Findlay,  Hancock  county, 
cleared  a  valuable  farm,  operated  a  general 
store,  and  served  for  years  as  postmaster  at 
Rawson,  which  town  was  built  on  part  of  his 
land.  Black  walnut  was  very  plentiful  there- 
abouts, and  was  used  entirely  in  the  construc- 
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tion  of  his  house,  store,  barn  and  fences.  He 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty  years,  his  wife  Han- 
nah (Creighton)  attaining  the  age  of  ninety- 
four.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Maj.  William 
Creighton,  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
his  wife  Martha  (Lynnington),  whose  father, 
Dr.  Lynnington,  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Ameri- 
can army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  serv- 
ing at  Yorktown  during  the  operations  there. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  William  Creighton,  Sus- 
anna (Mrs.  Stephen  D.  Steele),  Eliza,  Mary, 
Martha,  Sophia,  Lucretia,  Amanda,  John  Mc- 
Connell  (who  went  to  Salem,  Oregon)  and 
James.  The  parents  are  buried  at  Rawson, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio.  Originally  a  Covenanter, 
Nicholas  Watson  joined  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  he  was  led  hy  his  convic- 
tions from  his  early  adherence  to  the  Whig 
party  to  join  the  abolitionists. 

John  Richard  Steele  was  born  Nov.  29,  1848, 
on  a  farm  in  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  near  New 
Castle,  and  grew  up  there,  obtaining  his  early 
education  in  the  village  of  Mount  Jackson. 
He  was  occupied  in  assisting  with  the  farm 
work  until  his  enlistment  during  the  Civil  war, 
before  the  completion  of  his  fifteenth  year,  at 
New  Castle,  whence  he  was  taken  to  Louis- 
ville. Ky.,  being  held  in  camp  for  some  time 
before  his  assignment  to  Company  H,  77th 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Stam- 
baugh  and  Brigadier  General  Negley.  The 
regiment  formed  part  of  the  4th  Army  Corps, 
attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under 
Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  and  he  saw  service 
all  through  the  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to 
Atlanta,  ending  at  Nashville  under  General 
Thomas.  His  command  then  followed  Hood, 
the  troops  embarking  at  Nashville  and  going 
down  the  Cumberland  to  Cairo,  111.,  thence  on 
to  New  Orleans  and  Texas,  some  landing  at 
Galveston.  Mr.  Steele's  division  disembarked 
at  Indianola,  delivering  forty-five  thousand 
stands  of  arms  and  munitions  to  the  Mexicans 
for  use  in  their  operations  against  Maxi- 
milian. Returning  by  boat  to  Cincinnati,  he 
journeyed  by  train  from  that  point  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  stationed  at  Camp  Cad- 
walader  until  mustered  out,  Sept.  23,  1865. 

Going  back  to  New  Castle,  Pa..  Mr.  Steele 
not  long  afterward  secured  a  position  as  clerk 
in  a  hardware  store  at  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  meanwhile 
learning  the  trade  of  tinner  and  galvanized  cor- 
nice worker.  His  early  ambition  was  to  pre- 
pare for  the  medical  profession,  but  he  made 
no  mistake  in  continuing  business  life.  After 
leaving  Youngstown  he  followed  his  trade  at 


Akron  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky., 
St.  Louis,  Mo..  Omaha,  Nebr.,  Chicago,  111., 
Cleveland  and  Toledo,  Ohio,  spending  several 
years  in  Cleveland.  Then  he  spent  three  years 
at  New  Castle  conducting  a  hardware  business 
in  partnership  with  his  brother  and  a  Mr.  Mc- 
Caskey,  under  the  firm  name  of  Steele,  McCas- 
key  &  Company,  and  meeting  misfortune  in  the 
panic  of  1873  ^^e  brother  went  West,  and  Mr. 
Steele  sold  out  his  interest  there  in  1876.  The 
next  year  he  came  to  Oil  City,  arriving  April 
5,  1877,  and  immediately  opened  a  hardware, 
tin  and  stove  business  on  State  street,  having 
one  of  the  first  establishments  of  the  kind  on 
the  south  side  of  Oil  City,  and  continuing  his 
association  therewith  for  almost  fifteen  years. 
He  had  various  partners  during  this  period, 
the  firm  being  first  Steele  &  Hoskins,  later 
Steele,  Hoskins  &  Chambers  and  finally  John 
R.  Steele  &  Company,  one  of  his  clerks,  a 
Mr.  Hazlett,  holding  membership  in  the  firm 
during  the  latter  years  of  its  existence.  Sell- 
ing out  his  interest  in  this  business  Jan.  i, 
1892,  Mr.  Steele  became  a  traveling  salesman 
for  the  Lockwood-Taylor  Hardware  Company 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  he  has  been  in  prac- 
tically the  same  association  ever  since,  except 
for  the  years  he  withdrew  to  fill  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  Venango  county,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1902.  serving  in  1903-05.  He  re- 
sumed his  relations  with  the  Lockwood-Taylor 
Company  in  1907,  and  has  continued  with  them 
through  the  various  changes  in  ownership.  la 
19 10  the  company  consolidated  with  the 
Luetkemeyer  Company,  and  they  recently 
bought  out  Lockwood  &  Henry,  the  business 
being  now  carried  on  by  the  Luetkemeyer  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Steele's  territory  is  in  northwestern 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  has  been  highly  success- 
ful. Besides  attending  to  his  duties  as  travel- 
ing salesman  he  has  sustained  some  independent 
business  connections,  having  been  engaged  in 
oil  production  since  1906,  with  sixteen  wells  at 
present  in  operation:  and  he  is  an  extensive 
owner  of  local  real  estate,  which  he  has 
handled  very  skillfully. 

Mr.  Steele  has  long  taken  a  leading  part  in 
the  administration  of  city  affairs.  He  has 
served  four  terms  in  the  common  council  and 
two  terms  in  the  select  council,  and  at  different 
times  as  president  of  both  branches,  showing 
well  developed  gifts  for  leadership  in  the  di- 
rection of  public  matters,  and  a  degree  of  in- 
tegrity in  discharging  the  trusts  reposed  in  his 
care  that  has  made  him  very  popular  with  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  is  a  Republican  on  political 
questions.  As  a  Civil  war  veteran  he  was  in- 
strumental in  organizing  G.  A.  R.  Post  No. 
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435,  of  South  Oil  City,  in  which  he  held  office 
from  the  beginning,  being  elected  commander 
in  1888.  He  was  also  a  charter  member  of  Oil 
City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  and  of 
Latonia  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Oil  City;  is 
affiliated  with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  and  has  been  active  in  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
(select  knight)  and  K.  O.  T.  M.  He  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  in  the  Second  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  she  is  a  member  of  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Red  Cross. 

On  Aug.  20,  1877.  M''-  Steele  married,  at 
New  Castle,  Pa.,  Edith  Percy  Douthett,  who 
was  bom  April  7,  1856,  and  they  have  had  three 
children:  Regina  A.,  bom  June  15,  1878,  was 
educated  at  Oil  City,  graduating  from  the  high 
school;  she  is  married  to  George  Harding 
Lewis,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  electrical  engineer  and 
^aduate  of  Cornell  University,  and  they  have 
four  children,  Henry  Steele,  George  Harding, 
Jr.,  Edith  Douthett  and  Suzanne.  Richard 
Kenneth,  bom  July  5,  1881,  died  Aug.  20, 
1882.  Helen  Mar,  bom  June  10,  1884,  at- 
tended Oil  City  high  school  and  the  Earp 
Academy ;  she  lives  at  home.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  at  No.  520  West  Third  street,  in  the 
Fourth  ward. 

Mrs.  Steele  is  a  native  of  New  Castle,  Pa., 
and  received  her  education  there  and  at  Oak- 
dale  Seminary,  in  Allegheny  county,  this  State. 
In  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  her  ances- 
tors have  been  prominent  in  New  Castle,  the 
Douthetts  and  Crawfords  having  long  been 
ranked  with  the  most  intelligent  and  influential 
residents  of  that  place.  Her  great-grandfather, 
William  Douthett,  a  native  of  Scotland  and  a 
Covenanter  in  religious  faith,  was  of  French 
Huguenot  stock,  the  original  form  of  the  name 
having  been  de  Thou.  One  member  of  the  fam- 
ily was  ambassador  to  the  Spanish  court,  and 
was  put  to  death  for  his  religious  tendencies. 
Members  of  the  family  emigrated  from  France 
to  Wales  and  later  to  Scotland,  whence  William 
Douthett  came  to  America  after  his  marriage, 
living  for  a  time  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Having 
accumulated  five  hundred  dollars,  and  ac- 
quired a  horse,  wagon  and  saddle,  he  moved  to 
Mercer  county.  Pa.,  near  the  headwaters  of  the 
Shenango  river,  and  bought  a  tract  of  six  hun- 
dred acres  where  he  farmed  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  and  his  wife  Isabel 
(Qyde)  are  buried  in  the  U.  P.  Church  yard 
at  Jamestown,  that  county.  They  had  chil- 
dren: Solomon;  William,  a  United  Presby- 
terian minister,  who  married  Hannah  Adams : 
Mrs.  Isabel  Adams  :  and  Jonathan. 

Solomon  Douthett.  son  of  William  and  Isa- 
bel (Qyde)  Douthett,  was  born  in  this  country, 


and  inherited  his  father's  farm  in  Mercer 
county,  where  he  spent  his  life,  dying  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  His  wife,  Rachel 
(Dickey),  passed  away  when  sixty  years  old, 
and  they  are  buried  at  Jamestown,  where  they 
were  members  of  the  U.  P.  Church.  Mr. 
Douthett  was  a  Whig  originally,  but  his  strong 
sympathies  drew  him  to  the  support  of  the 
abolitionists.  His  children  were  as  follows: 
William,  who  was  a  minister  of  the  U.  P. 
Church ;  Samuel,  also  a  minister  of  that  de- 
nomination ;  James,  who  went  to  California  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  during  the  gold 
excitement  and  later  went  to  Louisiana ;  Jona- 
than; Isabel,^  Elizabeth;  Joseph;  Rachel,  who 
died  when  five  years  old ;  Priscilla ;  Robert,  and 
Andrew  Thompson. 

Joseph  Douthett,  son  of  Solomon,  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1819,  at  Jamestown,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa., 
and  began  his  education  in  the  academy  there 
taught  by  a  Protestant  Irishman  of  unusual 
qualifications  for  the  times,  a  graduate  of  Ehib- 
lin  University.  Later  he  attended  Allegheny 
College  at  Meadville,  and  pursued  higher 
studies  in  Pittsburgh,  reading  medicine  under 
Dr.  Sheen.  He  had  been  at  New  Castle,  and 
upon  his  return  there  conducted  a  private 
school  for  a  long  time,  later  carrying  on  a  book 
store  for  five  years :  and  was  cashier  of  a  New 
Castle  bank  for  ten  years,  until  the  breaking 
oiiit  of  the  Civil  war.  His  health  giving  out  he 
lived  on  a  farm  for  nine  years,  and  he  then 
went  back  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  had  previ- 
ously lived  while  engaged  in  coal  operations 
along  the  Monongahela  river,  until  he  lost 
everything  by  the  sinking  of  his  barges.  After 
five  years  in  the  dry  goods  business  at  Pitts- 
burgh he  found  his  health  failing  again  and  he 
went  to  Dakota  to  recuperate,  returning  to  the 
vicinity  of  New  Castle  when  he  had  recovered 
and  living  on  a  small  homestead  tract  there 
until  his  retirement.  His  home  was  subse- 
quently in  that  city  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred there  in  January,  1907,  near  the  close 
of  his  eighty-eighth  year.  He  was  prominent 
in  public  aflfairs  in  his  prime,  serving  as  county 
commissioner  and  justice  of  the  peace  while  in 
Lawrence  county,  and  he  was  a  Whig  and  abo- 
litionist in  his  political  convictions.  His  w^fe, 
Myrtilla  A.  (Crawford),  bom  in  April,  1825, 
died  in  December,  1857,  aged  thirty-two  years, 
and  is  buried  with  him  at  New  Castle.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Joseph  H.,  who  settled  at  Lima.  Ohio,  married 
Margerie  Chambers :  Elizabeth  A.  married 
Hugh  Graham,  of  Bloominsrton.  111.;  Dora 
Rlanch.  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  James 
K.    Pollock,   of    New   Castle,    Pa.;   Reginald 
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Heber,  deceased,  married  Alina  Douthett; 
Edith  Percy  is  the  wife  of  John  R.  Steele; 
Mary  Myrtilla  is  the  widow  of  Henry  B.  Jack- 
son, of  Joliet,  Illinois. 

David  Crawford,  Mrs.  Steele's  maternal 
grandfather,  belonged  to  the  Scottish  clan  of 
Crawfords,  the  branch  of  the  family  in 
America  having  been  founded  by  five  brothers 
who  came  to  this  country  from  England  dur- 
ing the  Protector's  rule.  They  settled  near 
Jamestown,  Va.,  and  they  and  their  posterity 
were  Episcopalians  in  religion.  David  Craw- 
ford, bom  in  April,  1798,  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania from  Virginia.  His  great-uncle,  Colonel 
Crawford,  was  a  surveyor  and  well  acquainted 
with  Washington,  who  taught  him  his  profes- 
sion when  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  the  boy 
assisting  the  General  at  that  time  to  survey  the 
Lord  Fairfax  farm  in  Virginia.  Colonel  Craw- 
ford was  later  complimented  by  Washington 
for  his  great  bravery,  and  he  was  a  gallant 
warrior  until  his  tragic  end,  having  been  burned 
at  the  stake  by  the  Indians.  David  Crawford 
served  as  a  drummer  boy  in  the  war  of  181 2. 
In  181 5  he  went  to  Painesville,  Ohio,  remain- 
ing there  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when 
he  became  an  apprentice  to  the  printer's  trade 
at  Mercer,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.  Leaving  that  coun- 
ty in  1829  he  settled  in  what  is  now  Lawrence 
county,  buying  a  farm  at  New  Castle,  and  in 
fact  acquiring  a  large  quantity  of  land  at  the 
present  site  of  that  city,  dealing  extensively  in 
real  estate  up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement. 
He  took  an  influential  part  in  the  formation  of 
Lawrence  county ;  donated  the  ground  for  the 
courthouse  and  jail ;  edited  the  first  newspaper 
there,  the  New  Castle  Register ;  and  continued 
to  publish  a  paper  for  a  number  of  years, 
eventually  selling  out  his  interests  in  that  line 
to  E.  S.  Durbin.  He  died  in  August,  1873,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  is  buried  with 
his  wife  at  New  Castle.  Politically  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  in  religious  association  he  departed 
from  the  church  of  his  ancestors,  becoming  a 
Methodist.  Mr.  Crawford  married  Rebecca 
Hosack,  a  native  of  Adams  county.  Pa.,  born 
Oct.  21,  1801,  who  survived  him  a  few  years, 
passing  away  in  October,  1876.  Her  father. 
Col.  Thomas  Hosack,  commanded  a  regiment 
of  land  forces  that  went  to  assist  Commodore 
Perry  at  I^ke  Erie.  Six  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford ;  Myrtilla  A..  Mrs. 
Joseph  Douthett ;  LaFayette :  Evelyn ;  Walter ; 
Arabella  S.,  and  Florence  R. 

THOMAS  McGUIRE,  of  Pleasantville,  at 
present  chiefly  occupied  with  his  duties  as 
postmaster  at  that  place,  has  given  his  fellow 


citizens  valuable  service  in  other  official  ca- 
pacities, but  during  a  long  residence  in  this 
vicinity  has  been  best  known  in  his  associa- 
tion with  the  development  of  local  oil  lands. 
He  followed  the  oil  business  for  fifty  years, 
and  by  intelligent  management  of  his  inter- 
ests therein  kept  a  high  average  of  success, 
retiring  with  an  ample  competence  after  grad- 
ually disposing  of  his  holdings,  of  whidi  he 
sold  the  last  about  a  year  ago.  His  connec- 
tion with  the  industry  began  in  boyhood. 

Mr.  McGuire  was  born  April  i.  1852,  in 
County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  and  in  1864  21c- 
companied  his  mother  and  sisters  from  that 
country  to  the  United  States.  They  remained 
a  few  months  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  during  which 
time  the  mother  died,  the  others  proceeding 
thence  to  western  Pennsylvania,  an  older 
brother,  John,  having  been  located  at  Oil  City 
for  about  a  year.  Thomas  McGuire  joined 
him,  coming  by  the  railroad,  which  then  ended 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  out  of  the  city. 
His  brother,  who  was  a  stonecutter,  followed 
his  trade  at  Oil  City,  Titusville  and  Franklin, 
helping  to  construct  the  Venango  county  jail 
which  was  recently  razed,  and  fmally  located 
at  Rynd  Farm,  where  he  died  when  about 
forty  years  old,  of  stonecutter's  consumption. 
Thomas  McGuire  earned  his  first  money  at  Oil 
City  by  rolling  empt^  barrels  from  steamboats 
onto  the  wharf,  gettmg  three  cents  apiece,  and 
sold  papers  on  the  boats  about  to  leave  on  the 
night  trip  down  to  Pittsburgh.  In  1865  he 
did  his  first  work  in  the  oil  fields,  working  at 
the  wells  under  William  H.  Duncan,  general 
superintendent  of  the  Filder  Oil  Company, 
which  operated  all  along  Oil  creek,  having 
some  wells  even  in  Oil  .City  itself.  He  soon 
learned  enough  to  be  given  employment  as 
pumper,  and  was  with  the  company  in  that 
capacity  for  six  or  seven  years  at  Oil  City. 
In  1 87 1  he  came  to  the  Shamburg  oil  field  to 
take  charge  of  a  farm  and  wells  for  Mr.  Salis- 
bury, the  property  lying  on  West  Pithole  creek, 
three  miles  south  of  Pleasantville  and  nearly 
the  same  distance  north  of  Pithole.  It  was 
a  wooded  tract,  and  he  occupied  a  cabin  in  the 
midst  of  the  forest,  giving  his  first  attention  to 
the  wells  in  operation  there  and  between  times 
beginning  to  clear  the  timber  from  the  land.  In 
time  he  became  the  owner  of  the  place,  which 
comprised  106  acres,  and  here  his  interests 
were  centered  for  some  thirty  years,  during 
which  time  he  retained  possession  of  the  whole 
tract  and  purchased  several  leases  located 
thereon.  Thus  as  his  financial  condition  bet- 
tered he  gradually  resumed  control  of  the  oil 
himself    as   the   leases   expired,   in   this   way 
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acquiring  seven  wells,  which  formed  the  nu- 
cleus of  the  very  profitable  operations  which 
eiigaged  him  to  the  close  of  his  active  years. 
He  kept  putting  down  others  until  he  had 
about  two  dozen  with  satisfactory  production. 
Under  the  crude  methods  originally  followed, 
with  little  attention  to  details,  the  first  owners 
of  the  wells  had  not  made  them  specially 
profitable,  but  Mr.  McGuire  inaugurated  a 
policy  which  more  than  paid  for  itself  in  econ- 
omy of  operation  and  increased  production, 
converting  them  into  highly  remunerative 
properties.  He  exercised  vigilant  care  over 
all  things  and  invested  all  his  returns  in  the 
leases  as  they  came  back  into  his  ownership, 
the  volume  of  business  carried  on  at  his  wells 
makine  him  one  of  the  important  producers  in 
the  neighborhood.  For  several  years  he  was 
in  partnership  with  W.  J.  Stevens,  of  Titus- 
ville,  in  operations  in  other  fields,  including  the 
Lima  and  Harrison  county  territories  in  Ohio, 
where  they  did  important  development  work, 
Mr.  McGuire  generally  giving  his  personal  at- 
tention to  these  enterprises,  from  which  large 
returns  were  realized.  However,  he  always 
put  his  greatest  faith  in  the  local  territory,  with 
no  expectation  of  striking  a  marvelous  pro- 
duction but  full  assurance  that  almost  every 
well  could  be  counted  upon  for  a  reasonable 
return  on  the  investment.  Though  prices  at 
times  went  down  to  a  discouragingly  low  fig- 
ure, his  long-continued  production  on  the  farm 
was  large  enough  to  offset  such  misfortunes 
md  tide  him  over  until  they  went  up  to  nor- 
mal. He  sold  the  io6-acre  tract  some  thirteen 
years  ago,  after  operations  there  which  were 
a  notable  contribution  to  oil  exploitation  in 
the  vicinity,  and  has  since  disposed  of  all  his 
other  oil  interests,  having  decided  to  spend  the 
rest  of  his  days  in  less  strenuous  responsibili- 
ties. Four  years  ago  he  was  made  postmaster 
at  Pleasantville,  which  though  not  a  railroad 
town  (except  for  the  trolley  service)  is  an  im- 
portant office,  being  the  center  of  three  rural 
free  delivery  routes  as  well  as  a  star  route 
to  Enterprise.  Mr.  McGuire  has  long  been  a 
popular  local  official,  especially  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board,  and  in  every  capacity  has 
given  public-spirited  service  which  entitles 
him  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  others  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
Democrat  on  political  issues,  and  well  known 
fraternally  as  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  Mason. 

Mr.  McGuire  lived  alone  in  his  cabin  on  the 
farm  for  about  four  years,  in  1875  marrying 
Catherine  Flannagan,  of  Wellsville,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  reared  four  children,  namely: 
Thomas  Walter,  now  a  superintendent  of  oil 


operations  at  Sperry,  Okla.;  May,  wife  of  E. 
G.  Baldwin,  a  railroad  contractor,  of  Union 
City,. Pa.;  Aileen,  wife  of  P.  A.  McCuUough, 
accountant  with  the  United  States  Steel  Cor- 
poration at  Pittsburgh;  and  Arthur  W.,  a 
druggist  in  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  McGuire  has  many  lively  recollections 
of  the  old  oil  days  in  this  region,  and  of  his 
own  early  expenences  when  he  went  to  live 
at  the  farm.  Though  there  was  little  human 
companionship  at  first  the  native  inhabitants 
were  not  to  be  ignored,  particularly  the  rattle- 
snakes, of  which  he  killed  large  numbers  with- 
out apparently  diminishing  the  number  for 
several  years. 

GEORGE  L.  PARDEE,  D.  D.  S.,  ranks 
high  among  the  professional  men  at  Franklin, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry  for  over  fifteen  years.  He  estab- 
lished himself  in  that  city  shortly  after  grad- 
uating from  college,  and  with  steadily  increas- 
ing skill  has  dra^vn  a  growing  circle  of  patrons 
until  now  he  commands  a  large  share  of  the 
patronage  in  Franklin  and  the  neighboring 
territory.  Receiving  early  recognition  for  his 
conscientious  work  and  alert  attention  to  the 
constant  advances  made  in  his  chosen  calling, 
he  has  always  endeavored  to  prove  himself 
worthy  of  the  confidence  of  his  patients,  and 
by  faithfully  studying  the  demands  of  his  daily 
duties  has  profited  liberally  from  his  own 
experiences,  as  well  as  those  of  others.  In- 
deed, he  has  kept  abreast  of  the  modem  de- 
velopments in  dentistry  as  much  through  his 
personal  progress  as  through  following  that 
made  by  his  fellow  practitioners. 

Dr.  Pardee  is  a  native  of  Delaware,  born  in 
1878,  at  Lebanon,  in  Kent  county,  son  of  Capt. 
Stephen  T.  Pardee.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  home  county,  later  attend- 
ing public  school  at  Wilmington,  Del.  He  took 
his  professional  course  at  the  Pennsylvania 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
graduating  with  the  class  of  1902,  and  in  the 
year  of  1904  located  at  Franklin  to  start  inde- 
pendent practice.  Here  he  has  remained  ever 
since,  attending  to  the  duties  of  a  large  patron- 
age and  winning  high  reputation  as  one  of  the 
creditable  representatives  of  his  profession  in 
this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  His  office  is  in  the 
Exchange  Bank  Building.  While  at  college 
Dr.  Pardee  was  a  member  of  the  C.  N.  Pierce 
Dental  Society,  connected  with  the  school.  At 
Franklin  he  affiliates  with  the  local  lodges  of 
B.  P.  O.  Elks  and  Royal  Arcanum  and  holds 
membership  in  the  Franklin  Club,  enjoying 
high  standing  in  all  these  societies.     He  is  an 
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Episcopalian  in  religious  connection,  belonging 
to  St.  John's  Church.  Dr.  Pardee  has  main- 
tained a  helpful  interest  in  many  things  affect- 
ing the  general  good  of  the  place  of  his  adop- 
tion, where  he  has  always  been  regarded  as 
a  most  desirable  citizen,  valued  for  his  personal 
worth  as  well  as  his  professional  usefulness. 

On  Jan.  i8,  1904,  Dr.  Pardee  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Elenora  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.    They  have  no  children-. 

ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  has  been  a  life- 
long resident  of  Sandy  Creek  township,  and 
has  lived  at  his  present  home  for  fifty-four 
years,  having  settled  there  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage.  He  is  a  typical  member  of  a  family 
noted  for  vigor  and  longevity  and  highly  re- 
spected for  high  personal  character.  The  Gra- 
hams have  been  established  in  this  part  of 
Venango  county  for  more  than  a  century,  and 
have  done  their  full  share  in  furthering  its 
material  improvement  and  upholding  high 
standards  of  citizenship  and  social  intercourse. 

Robert  Graham,  the  founder  of  the  family 
here,  moved  from  Center  County,  Pa.,  in  1802, 
settling  at  the  mouth  of  Sandy  creek  and  put- 
ting up  a  log  cabin  on  the  spot  where  his  son 
Robert  later  resided.  He  selected  the  location 
because  of  the  good  water  on  the  land,  and  like 
the  other  early  settlers  had  to  set  about  build- 
ing a  cabin  immediately  and  clearing  ground 
for  the  first  crops.  Fortunately  he  was  a  man 
of  strong  physique  and  great  energy,  for  they 
had  many  hardships  and  privations  the  first 
few  years.  He  brought  his  family  and  all  the 
household  goods  with  him,  all  their  belongings 
consisting  of  one  sled  load,  but  he  also  had  a 
team  of  horses,  and  was  in  fact  better  off  than 
many  of  the  pioneers.  For  several  years  after 
settling  here  the  Grahams  had  to  go  to  West- 
moreland or  Pittsburgh  for  all  the  salt  and 
iron  they  used,  bringing  it  on  horseback  or  on 
foot,  as  most  convenient. 

Robert  Graham,  son  of  Robert  above,  was 
born  Dec.  25,  1797,  in  Center  county,  Pa.,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Venango  county 
in  1802.  For  a  time  he  lived  in  Victory  town- 
ship, at  the  mouth  of  Sandy  creek,  but  before 
1830  he  removed  to  the  farm  where  the  Gra- 
ham graveyard  is  located,  making  the  first 
improvements  on  that  property,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  He  is  buried  there.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  East  Grove 
M.  E.  Church,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its 
work.  Politically  he  became  a  Republican. 
On  Dec.  22,  1819,  he  married  Margaret  Gor- 
don, who  was  bom  Sept.  29,  1802,  a  daughter 


of  Samuel  Gordon,  whose  farm  adjoined  the 
Graham  property  and  who  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Airs.  Graham  passed  away  when 
eighty-one  years  old,  and  is  buried  with  her 
husband.  They  reared  a  large  family,  viz.: 
Eliza  married  John  Smith,  and  after  residing 
in  Mercer  county  for  some  time  they  moved 
to  Osage  county,  Kans.,  where  she  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years;  Samuel  G.  was  a 
resident  of  Sandy  Creek  township  and  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years;  John  died  in 
Sandy  Creek  township  when  seventy  years  old ; 
Jane  died  in  infancy;  Robert,  born  Sept.  2, 
1828,  married  Catherine  Foster  Sept.  4,  1856, 
and  they  had  five  sons  and  four  daughters 
(he  lived  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  and  died 
aged  eighty-two  years)  :  Hiram  lived  and  died 
in  Sandy  Creek  township,  reaching  the  age  of 
seventy  years ;  William  J.  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  died  of  starvation  in  Ander- 
sonville  prison;  James  died  in  Sandy  Creek 
township;  Alexander  is  mentioned  below; 
Jesse  died  in  childhood;  Florinda,  who  died 
eight  years  ago,  was  the  wife  of  Washington 
B.  Houser,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere ;  Madi- 
son M.  lives  in  Sandy  Creek  township;  Na- 
thaniel D.  S.  completes  the  family. 

Alexander  Graham  was  bom  Nov.  22,  1837, 
half  a  mile  from  his  present  home  in  Sandy 
Creek  township.  He  had  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  local  schools  afforded,  but 
his  training  was  principally  practical,  prepar- 
ing him  well  for  his  life  work.  When  he  mar- 
ried he  settled  on  the  farm  which  he  has  since 
operated,  a  tract  on  Bully  Hill  four  miles 
south  of  Franklin,  lying  back  off  the  main 
road.  Only  one  field  was  cleared  when  he 
moved  to  the  place,  so  that  he  may  be  credited 
with  its  transformation  to  a  modem  farm 
property,  with  substantial  buildings  and  under 
good  cultivation.  Mr.  Graham  was  well  built 
and  active  in  his  early  life,  well  fitted  to  make 
his  way  in  the  world,  and  in  spite  of  many 
years  of  hard  work  he  is  still  well  preserved, 
though  nearing  the  close  of  his  eightieth  year. 
His  property  lies  in  the  oil  belt,  and  the  oil 
rights  are  operated  under  lease  by  C.  T.  Mc- 
Dowell, a  neighbor,  who  has  eleven  producing 
wells  there.  They  still  have  an  average  yield, 
which  was  much  larger  originally,  bringing 
Mr.  Graham  a  substantial  income  in  royalties. 

Mr.  Graham  married  Maria  Keister,  who 
was  born  July  19,  1840,  in  Richland  township, 
this  county,  daughter  of  George  and  Anna 
(Oba)  Keister,  and  was  eleven  years  old  when 
her  parents  settled  near  the  old  Graham  home- 
stead in  Sandy  Creek  township.     Four  chil- 
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dren  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham, 
namely :  Manuel  H.  is  engaged  in  dairying  in 
Sandy  Creek;  Ella  Jane  is  the  wife  of  C.  F. 
Leighty,  a  carpenter,  of  Franklin;  William 
is  farming  near  Cooperstown,  this  county; 
Rachel  is  married  to  Lewis  Doerr  and  lives 
on  a  farm  adjoining  her  father  s.  Mr.  Graham 
has  been  a  good  citizen,  faithful  to  all  his 
obligations,  but  he  has  never  mingled  to  any 
extent  in  public  affairs.  His  religious  asso- 
ciation is  with  the  East  Grove  M.  E.  Church. 
• 

THOMAS  STEWART,  Jr.,  is  prominent 
in  business  circles  throughout  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania  as  an  extensive  operator  in  oil 
and  timber,  a  large  employer  of  labor,  and  a 
competent  judge  of  local  land  values,  which 
modem  activities  have  kept  on  the  increase 
throughout  his  career.  His  work  has  been  one 
of  the  factors  of  land  development  in  this 
r^ion,  his  essentially  progressive  nature  mani- 
festing itself  in  all  his  undertakings  and 
meth(Kis  to  such  an  extent  that  they  Have 
marked  some  advance  in  every  locality  to 
which  his  interests  have  called  him.  Mr. 
Stewart  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Stewart,  Sr.,  of 
Sandy  Creek  township,  this  county,  and  a 
grandson  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Bell)  Stewart, 
Scotch-Irish  people  from  the  North  of  Ireland 
who  decided  to  come  to  this  country  in  1853. 
Three  of  their  children,  William,  James  and 
Matilda,  were  in  the  United  States,  established 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  they  sailed  with  the 
other  two,  Margaret  and  Thomas,  from  Lon- 
donderry for  that  city,  but  the  mother  died 
while  they  were  crossing  the  ocean,  and  was 
buried  at  sea,  at  the  Newfoundland  Bank. 
The  voyage  took  six  weeks  and  three  days. 
Robert  Stewart  was  no  longer  a  young  man, 
so  he  decided  to  remain  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life;  he  is  buried  in 
Mount  Moriah  cemetery. 

Thomas  Stewart,  son  of  Robert,  was  born 
March  10,  1840,  in  County  Londonderry,  Ire- 
land, had  common  school  privileges  in  his 
youth,  and  after  coming  to  America,  in  1853, 
worked  in  woolen  mills  in  Philadelphia  until 
he  was  twenty-five  years  old.  Attracted  by  the 
stories  of  oil  discoveries  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania he  came  to  Venango  county  in  1865, 
making  his  way  directly  to  the  Big  Sandy  wells 
along  the  Allegheny  river  at  the  mouth  of  Big 
Sandy  creek.  He  found  employment  as  a  tool 
dresser,  and  for  about  ten  years  continued  to 
ivork  around  the  oil  fields,  not  only  at  his  first 
location  but  also  at  Walnut  Bend,  above  Oil 
City,  building  rigs  and  helping  with  drilling  as 
well  as  dressing  tools.    In  1875  he  bought  the 


farm  where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  then 
known  as  the  old  Alfred  Bunnell  place,  a  run- 
down tract  in  Sandy  Creek  township  lying  five 
miles  southwest  of  Franklin,  along  the  Big 
Sandy.  There  are  190  acres  in  the  property, 
of  which  Mr.  Stewart  has  about  sixty  acres 
under  cultivation,  following  general  farming 
very  successfully.  When  he  came  to  the  place 
he  had  little  to  invest,  but  he  practiced  thrift 
and  extended  his  operations  as  opportunity 
offered,  and  he  has  gone  ahead  steadily,  ac- 
quiring a  comfortable  competence  through  his 
own  exertions.  All  the  buildings  on  the  farm, 
including  his  comfortable  dwelling,  have  been 
erected  by  him.  He  has  attended  strictly  to 
his  private  affairs,  having  no  desire  for  public 
offices  or  honors.  On  political  questions  he 
has  always  believed  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  as  originally  laid  down, 
though  he  does  not  feel  that  the  party  has  held 
to  them.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial residents  of  his  township,  and  respected  by 
all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  married  in  Venango 
county,  in  1867,  to  Elizabeth  Heckart,  who 
was  born  July  3,  1840,  in  Butler  county.  Pa., 
coming  to  Venango  county  when  thirteen  years 
old  with  her  father,  Philip  Heckart,  a  farmer, 
who  settled  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  in  that 
part  set  off  in  1876  as  Victory  township.  Mrs. 
Stewart  died  Sept.  13,  1916,  after  almost  fifty 
years  of  married  life,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Franklin  cemetery.  The  following  children 
were  bom  to  this  marriage :  Anna  Belle  is  the 
widow  of  D.  W.  Emerick  and  lives  on  a  farm 
adjoining  the  old  homestead  with  her  eight 
children,  Arthur,  Jesse,  Rachel,  Christina, 
Lana,  Matilda,  Samuel  and  Ted.  Julia  Alice 
lives  at  home  and  is  engaged  in  dressmaking. 
William  J.  and  his  wife,  Clara  (MoflFett),  are 
located  at  Glassport,  near  Pittsburgh;  he  is  a 
carpenter  by  vocation.  Matilda  is  the  wife  of 
George  Johnston,  who  is  engaged  at  the  Eclipse 
Oil  Works,  Franklin,  and  resides  at  Bleakley 
Hill;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  have  three 
children,  James,  Clarence  and  Ruth.  Frank, 
engaged  as  a  teamster  in  Franklin,  resides  with 
his  wife,  Maud  (Linn),  and  children,  George 
and  Eleanor,  at  Bleakley  Hill.  Thomas  is 
mentioned  below.  Samuel  I.,  a  carpenter,  lives 
at  the  old  home  with  his  wife  Zoe  (De  Vore) 
and  their  son,  Herbert. 

Thomas  Stewart.  Jr.,  was  bom  Dec.  8,  1877, 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Sandy  Creek  township, 
and  was  brought  up  there,  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  public  schools.  At  present 
he  is  a  resident  of  Rocky  Grove,  having  lived 
there  or  in  the  city  of  Franklin  for  the  last 
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twelve  years.  When  sixteen  years  old  Mr. 
Stewart  began  to  work  in  the  oil  fields  as  a  tool 
dresser,  and  from  that  work  turned  to  drilling, 
which  he  followed  for  eighteen  years,  during 
which  time  he  built  up  a  large  business  as  a 
contractor.  He  operated  three  drilling  outfits 
or  "strings"  of  tools  for  sinking  wells,  and  still 
takes  care  of  this  end  of  the  work  in  his  own 
operations,  having  sunk  fourteen  wells  in  191 7, 
for  himself  and  the  Moore  Oil  Company,  with 
which  he  is  connected  as  a  partner.  Four  men 
are  employed  steadily  in  the  drilling  of  a  well, 
working  in  two  shifts  so  that  the  boring  can 
go  on  night  and  day,  and  the  drilling  of  a 
thousand- foot  well  ordinarily  occupies  two 
weeks.  Mr.  Stewart  is  now  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil  as  a  member  of  the  Moore 
Oil  Company,  in  which  his  associates  are  Mr. 
Van  Dresser,  the  Riddle  Brothers  (Lou  and 
Courtney)  and  W.  J.  James,  who  have  some 
twenty  wells  in  operation,  with  a  good  yield, 
in  the  Clinton  field.  Individually  he  has  been 
operating  at  Knox,  in  Clarion  county,  for 
three  or  four  years,  having  seven  wells  there ; 
though  it  is  an  old  field  drilling  is  still  going 
on  there,  the  wells  producing  in  paying  quan- 
tities. 

In  addition  to  his  oil  interests  Mr.  Stewart 
is  very  largely  engaged  in  lumbering,  usually 
buying  timber  tracts  which  he  cuts  over  and 
then  sells.  He  manufactures  the  timber 
largely  for  railroad  use,  ties,  etc.,  and  he  fre- 
quently has  two  or  three  mills  running  at  the 
same  time  in  his  various  operations,  which 
have  taken  him  all  over  Venango,  Butler,  Arm- 
strong and  Clarion  counties.  Altogether  he 
employs  about  forty  men.  Mr.  Stewart  is  now 
giving  all  his  attention  to  oil  and  lumber,  his 
activities  in  these  two  industries  keeping  him 
constantly  busy.  He  is  a  business  man  almost 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  things,  though  he  has 
a  good  citizen's  interest  in  the  general  welfare 
and  is  always  ready  to  support  measures  to 
secure  it. 

On  July  I.  1902,  Mr.  Stewart  was  married 
m  Canton,  Ohio,  to  Hattie  Harding,  of  Uh- 
richsville.  that  State.  Their  family  consists 
of  four  children:  Julia  Dale,  Alton  N.,  Rhea 
L.,  and  Errol  H. 

ALEXANDER  CULBERTSON  ( de- 
ceased), one  of  the  conspicuously  successful 
men  of  his  generation  in  Venango  county,  rep- 
resented both  the  old  and  the  new  order  of 
progress  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  His  life 
span,  extending  over  eighty  years,  began  in  the 
pioneer  period  when  the  county  and  its  institu- 
tions were  still  in  the  incipient  stages  of  de- 


velopment, and  when  agricultural  improvement 
alone  seemed  to  offer  the  highest  possibilities 
for  industrial  advancement.  Yet  he  lived  to 
see  that  ambition  realized  and  surpassed  with 
the  discovery  of  other  resources  far  richer  in 
the  economy  of  modern  business,  and  himself 
had  a  part  in  the  evolution  of  both.  The  Cul- 
bertsons  are  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Ve- 
nango county,  and  from  the  time  of  their  set- 
tlement here  have  been  among  its  most  in- 
fluential citizens,  vigorous  jn  the  prosecution 
of  their  own  affairs  and  always  ready  to  help 
in  whatever  concerned  the  general  well-being. 
Members  of  the  family  have  held  responsible 
official  positions,  and  in  every  relation  those 
of  the  name  have  proved  their  title  to  rank  as 
good  citizens. 

Francis  Culbertson,  father  of  the  late  Alex- 
ander Culbertson,  was  bom  near  Chadds  Ford, 
on  Brandywine  creek,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  in 
1767.  A  man  named  Hamilton  McClintock 
married  his  sister,  and  with  them  he  came  to 
Venango  county  in  1795.  He  first  settled  on 
a  farm  near  Rouse ville,  on  the  tract  afterward 
known  as  the  Buchanan  farm,  and  which  dur- 
ing the  Oil  Creek  oil  excitement  was  sold  for 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  remained 
there  until  1808.  At  that  time  he  moved  to 
a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
just  below  Eagle  Rock.  The  town  of  Eagle 
Rock  took  its  name  from  a  large  rock  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  which  was  a  favorite 
resting  place  for  a  large  number  of  bald  eagles. 
Hamilton  McClintock  settled  in  1795  on  the 
farm  on  which  McClintockville  is  now  located. 
It  was  in  Oil  creek,  on  this  land,  where  the 
Seneca  oil  seepage  or  spring  was  found. 
Nearly  all  people  think  the  oil  seepage  was 
found  on  a  small  island  in  the  creek.  This  is 
a  mistake.  It  oozed  up  through  the  water 
from  a  spot  near  the  center  of  the  stream.  It 
was  at  this  place  that  the  Seneca  Indians  had 
their  annual  corn  feast  and  powwow,  and 
wound  up  the  occasion  by  setting  fire  to  the 
oil  as  it  floated  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Hamilton  McClintock  2d  caught  the  oil  from 
the  spring  by  placing  blankets  on  the  surface 
of  the  water.  He  squeezed  the  oil  from  the 
blankets,  bottled  and  sold  it.  by  peddling  it 
through*  the  country.  Mary  Steeples,  wife  of 
Francis  Culbertson.  was  born  at  York  in  York 
county.  Pa.,  in  1786.  When  she  was  eight 
vears  old  her  parents  moved  to  Jersey  Shore. 
Pa.,  from  which  place  she  came  to  \^enango 
county  with  one  of  her  married  sisters.  Mrs. 
Archer  by  name.  Her  mother  was  widowed 
and  married  a  Mr.  Stephanson  for  her  sec- 
ond   husband.     One    of    Mrs.    Culbertson's 
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sisters  married  a  man  named  Chappell  and 
lived  near  Franklin,  Pa.,  for  a  number  of 
years;  the  family  then  moved  to  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  where  Mrs.  Chappell  died.  Mrs.  Archer, 
with  whom  Mrs.  Culbertson  came  to  Venango 
county,  was  married  twice,  her  second  hus- 
band's name  being  Maginness.  Francis  Cul- 
bertson and  Mary  Steeples  were  married  in 
1805.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
reached  manhood  and  womanhood :  James,  the 
eldest  son,  was  born  in  1806  and/died  in  1S40; 
Patrick,  the  second  son,  was  born  in'  1807  and 
died  in  1850;  Robert,  third  son,  was  bom  in 
1812  and  died  in  1852 ;  Samuel,  fourth  son,  was 
bom  in  1815  and  died  in  1866;  John,  fifth  son, 
was  bom  in  i8i8and  died  in  1846;  Alexander, 
sixth  son,  was  born  in  1823  and  died  in  1906  ; 
Hamilton,  seventh  son,  born  in  1825,  died  in 
1886;  Jane,  eldest  daughter,  bom  in  1808,  mar- 
ried James  Brannon,  and  died  in  1899  J  Betsy, 
youngest  daughter,  born  in  182 1,  married 
Joseph  Anderson,  and  died  in  1907.  Mary, 
wife  of  Francis  Culbertson,  died  Sept.  7,  1843 1 
Francis  Culbertson  died  Aug.  9,  1853.  Both 
are  buried  at  Plumer,  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  Culbertson  was  born  in  1823  near 
Eagle  Rock,  in  President  township,  this  county, 
where  he  grew  up.  Though  the  educational 
advantages  aflForded  in  the  locality  were  limited 
in  his  youth  he  must  have  availed  himself  fully 
of  every  chance  to  study,  for  he  taught  school 
in  the  county  during  the  period  of  his  early 
manhood.  Farming  was  the  principal  business 
of  his  early  years,  but  he  became  interested  in 
oil  production  soon  after  the  discovery  of  this 
new  source  of  wealth,  one  of  the  earliest  wells 
being  drilled  upon  his  farm,  and  he  had  the 
foresight  and  breadth  of  mind  necessary  to 
anticipate  the  possibilities  awaiting  the  de- 
velopment of  this  new  industry.  His  initial 
successes  were  sufficient  to  change  the  course 
of  his  life,  and  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  op- 
erators who  turned  all  their  resources  to  the 
advancement  of  the  oil  business  and  estab- 
lished it  upon  a  solid  basis,  freeing  it  from 
the  embarrassments  and  drawbacks  of  specu- 
lators and  unscmpulous  dealers  which  made  it 
so  uncertain  for  some  years  that  reliable  men 
hesitated  about  investing.  In  1876  he  removed 
to  Oil  Citv,  where  he  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Oil  Exchange,  and  he  continued  to  be 
an  influential  figure  in  oil  operations  through- 
out his  active  years,  reaping  substantial  and 
well  deserved  rewards  in  the  business.  Mr. 
Culbertson  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectual  gifts 
and  training,  always  a  great  reader,  and  pos- 
sessed a  memory  which  enabled  him  to  enrich 
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his  mind  with  valuable  practical  information 
as  well  as  the  treasures  of  Uterature.  In  1848 
he  was  elected  auditor  of  the  ciDunty,  serving 
as  such  for  a  term  of  three  years  from  Jan- 
uary, 1849,  2i"d  ^"  ^^  o"^  of  office  he  served 
the  community  as  a  public-spirited  citizen 
should,  setting  a  commendable  example  by  his 
exemplary  conduct  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Mr.  Culbertson  married  Ellen  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Dennis  and  Rebecca  (Arters)  Smith, 
the  former  a  well  known  furnace  manager  of 
this  section,  where  Mrs.  Culbertson  has  spent 
most  of  her  life.  She  was  bom  in  1838  at 
Youngsville,  in  Warren  county,  Pa.,  and  sur- 
vives Mr.  Culbertson,  who  passed  away  in 
1906,  and  was  buried  in  Grove  Hill  Cemetery, 
at  Oil  City.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in  re- 
ligious belief.  Mrs.  Culbertson  continues  to 
occupy  the  old  home  at  No.  210  Petroleum 
street,  and  she  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents 
of  Oil  City  and  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
her  many  friends  there.  Of  the  two  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culbertson,  Francis  and 
Edith,  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Justus, 
of  Oil  City. 

Francis  Culbertson,  only  son  of  Alexander 
and  Ellen  (Smith)  Culbertson,  was  born  Dec. 
21,  1857,  on  the  old  Culbertson  farm  at  Eagle 
Rock,  in  President  township,  and  grew  to 
manhood  there.  His  early  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  after 
which  he  took  a  course  at  Harvard  University, 
Cambridge,  Mass.  Mining  in  the  Southwest, 
in  the  gold,  silver  and  copper  fields  of  Arizona, 
Nevada  and  New  Mexico,  has  engaged  his 
principal  energies  throughout  his  business 
career,  his  large  holdings  of  mining  property 
requiring  practically  all  his  attention.  He  has 
never  married. 

MELVIN  PHIPPS,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Clinton  township,  has  in  his  varied  business 
activities,  his  official  services,  and  his  social 
and  domestic  associations,  displayed  the  typical 
qualities  which  have  made  the  name  he  bears 
famous  for  character  and  worth  as  far  back  as 
the  records  show.  The  line  to  which  he  be- 
longs is  descended  from  Joseph  Phipps,  a  na- 
tive of  Reading,  England,  who  came  to 
America  with  William  Penn  in  1682,  but  the 
family  was  represented  in  this  country  prior  to 
that,  its  most  notable  member  in  Colonial  days 
being  Sir  William  Phipps,  the  first  royal 
governor  of  Massachusetts.  For  the  early 
history  of  the  family  in  this  country  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  biography  of  Hon.  Marshall 
Lee  Phipps,  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Melvin 
Phipps   traces  his   line   from   Joseph   Phipps 
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through  Joseph  Phipps  (2),  Nathan  Phipps, 
Samuel  Phipps,  John  Phipps  and  Joseph 
Phipps.  Of  these,  John  Phipps,  his  grand- 
father, was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Ven- 
ango county,  Pa.,  owning  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  Scrubgrass  (now  Clinton)  township,  upon 
part  of  which  the  Witherup  and  Cross  families 
now  reside. 

Joseph  Phipps,  father  of  Melvin  Phipps,  was 
bom  Oct.  12,  1812,  in  Clinton  township,  Ven- 
ango county,  and  died  in  1872.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  throughout  his  active  career. 
Possessed  of  an  energetic  mind,  he  was  inter- 
ested in  public  affairs  as  well,  always  holding 
some  local  office  and  discharging  its  duties 
capably.  On  Sept.  13,  1835,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Lowrie  Whann,  of  Scrubgrass  township 
(daughter  of  Robert  S.  Whann),  who  died 
Sept.  17,  1852.  On  May  4,  1854,  he  married 
(second)  Jane  B.  Anderson,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Anderson,  of  Butler  county,  Pa.  She 
died  June  6,  1900.  There  were  children  by 
both  unions,  bom  as  follows:  Catharine  E., 
Nov.  30,  1836  (died  Jan.  22,  1840)  ;  Maj. 
Robert  Johnson,  Jan.  24,  1839  (niajor  in  the 
Civil  war,  father  of  Hon.  Marshall  Lee 
Phipps)  ;  John  Morgan,  June  6,  1841  (died 
Jan.  24,  1863,  from  illness  caused  by  the  hard- 
ships of  army  life  while  he  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  John  M.  Phipps  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Clintonville,  is  named  in  his  honor)  ;  Walter 
Lowrie.  Jan.  22,  1843  (died  Sept.  25,  1851); 
Abraham  Milton,  Feb.  12,  1845  (died  Sept. 
25,  1851)  ;  Elizabeth,  Dec.  8,  1847  (died  Oct. 
9,  1851)  ;  Joseph  Murphy,  April  6,  1849  (died 
Sept.  25,  1851);  to  the  second  marriage — 
Samuel  A.,  Feb.  7,  1855  (died  Feb.  2,  1803)  ; 
Walter  A.,  Aug.  13,  1856  (married  Alice  E. 
Palmer  Dec.  i,  1886);  George  T.,  Nov.  11, 
1858  (married  Mary  A.  Cassidy  Nov.  3, 
1897)  •  Melvin,  March  3,  1861 ;  Vilena  E., 
May  21,  1863  (married  Thomas  C.  Hovis 
March  10,  1896)  ;  Imelda  N.,  Jan.  12,  1866 
(married  Feb.  10,  1886,  William  Curtis,  of  Oil 
City). 

Melvin  Phipps  was  born  on  the  original 
Phipps  farm  in  Clinton  township  and  spent  his 
youth  at  his  birthplace,  having  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  neighborhood  afforded.  He 
was  a  mere  boy  when  his  father  died,  but  he 
was  trained  to  agricultural  work,  in  which  he 
has  been  mainly  occupied,  though  he  has  ac- 
quired a  diversity  of  interests  which  he  man- 
ages successfully  in  connection  with  his  farm- 
ing operations.  Soon  after  he  reached  his 
majority,  in  1883,  he  came  into  possession  of 
his  present  property,  which  consists  of  286 
acres  near  Clintonville,  in   Clinton  township, 


one  hundred  acres  of  it  having  been  a  part  of 
his  father's  old  homestead.  For  a  few  years 
during  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Phipps  was  em- 
ployed in  oil  fields  elsewhere,  but  his  opera- 
tions in  that  line  now  are  confined  to  his  own 
land,  where  he  has  sixteen  flowing  wells  of  his 
own,  besides  drawing  royalty  from  twelve 
others  which  are  being  operated  under  a  lease. 
There  is  ample  room  for  the  sinking  of 
seventy-five  more,  so  that  the  oil  development 
on  the  place  has  by  no  means  reached  its  limit, 
and  as  the  yield  is  above  the  average  the  work 
will  no  doubt  be  continued  as  opportunity  af- 
fords. Mr.  Phipps  has  also  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  general  farming  and  stock  growing, 
keeping  a  high  grade  of  cattle,  sheep  and  hog^s, 
and  in  all  his  business  enterprises  has  shown 
himself  thoroughly  progressive,  helping  to  set 
high  standards  in  his  vicinity.  In  1910  he  built 
his  present  residence,  a  block  tile  house  of  sub- 
stantial and  attractive  construction,  on  a  de- 
sirable site  one  half  mile  from  Clintonville. 
He  has  been  public-spirited  in  his  attitude  on 
questions  of  importance  to  all,  and  though  not 
desirous  of  either  the  responsibilities  or  honors 
of  office  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  sev- 
eral capacities,  having  been  tax  collector,  as- 
sessor, constable,  etc.,  to  their  entire  satisfac- 
tion. His  religious  membership  is  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Clintonville. 

On  June  24,  1885,  Mr.  Phipps  was  married 
to  Mary  Mil  ford,  of  Scrubgrass  township,  this 
county,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Milford, 
who  was  a  farmer  near  Emlenton.  Children 
as  follows  have  been  born  to  this  marriage: 
Alice  E.  graduated  from  the  Edinboro  Normal 
School  in  1906  and  has  been  teaching  since, 
principally  in  her  home  township;  Mabel  E. 
graduated  from  the  Edinboro  Normal  School 
in  1908  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Braddock,  Pa.,  where  she  has  been  engaged 
for  five  years;  Jennie  M.  is  the  wife  of 
William  L.  Wilson,  of  Portland,  Oregon ;  Ros- 
well  V.  has  become  an  expert  oil  man,  and  is  at 
present  in  charge  of  the  wells  on  the  home 
farm  as  pumper ;  CliflFord  C.  was  a  student  at 
Grove  City  College,  and  is  now  a  sergeant  in 
France  with  the  1st  Regiment  of  Engineers; 
Thomas  M.  was  also  a  student  in  that  institu- 
tion and  joined  the  same  regiment  as  his 
brother,  and  is  now  a  corporal  in  France  with 
the  6th  Regiment  of  Engineers;  Artie  I.  is  a 
graduate  of  music  from  Grove  City  College 
and  is  engaged  in  teaching  music  in  Clinton- 
ville ;  Joseph  M.  is  a  high  school  student. 

WILLIAM  S.  WELKER  has  been  one  of 
the  leading  residents  of  Rouseville  during  the 
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last  quarter  of  a  century,  an  influential  and 
trusted  official  in  the  administration  of  the 
borough  government,  with  a  record  of  real 
service  to  his  fellow  citizens  which  justifies 
their  confidence  in  him.  His  business  interests 
during  that  time  have  been  in  the  local  oil 
fields,  where  he  was  formerly  engaged  as  a 
contractor,  but  for  some  years  past  he  has 
turned  all  his  attention  to  production,  operat- 
ing on  the  old  Rynd  farm  in  Cornplanter 
township  long  famous  as  rich  oil  territory. 
There  are  few  local  activities  of  importance 
with  which  he  has  not  been  associated,  his 
cooperation  in  all  movements  being  sought  and 
valued. 

Mr.  Welker  was  born  April  3,  1865,  in 
Crawford  county,  Pa.,  near  Cambridge 
Springs.  His  father,  George  W.  Welker,  was 
a  miller,  and  followed  that  trade  in  Crawford 
county  for  many  years,  later  engajs^ng  in  farm- 
ing, which  he  carried  on  until  his  retirement, 
in  1906,  at  that  time  removing  to  Rouseville, 
Venango  county.  Here  he  died  two  years 
later.  William  S.  Welker  passed  his  early 
life  in  the  vicinity  of  Cambridge  Springs,  re- 
ceiving the  ordinary  education  of  the  public 
schools.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1890  that  he 
first  came  to  Venango  county,  and  until  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  was  employed  with  John 
Waitz  on  the  old  Steele  farm  in  Cornplanter 
township,  building  oil  rigs.  Then  he  spent  a 
year  in  the  oil  fields  in  Elk  county,  and  on  his 
return  thence  to  Venango  county  took  charge 
of  a  lease  for  Wolf  &  Kugler,  in  Cranberry 
township,  upon  which  he  was  engaged  for  the 
two  years  following.  At  the  end  of  that  pe- 
riod he  came  to  Rouseville  and  began  contract- 
ing and  drilling  on  his  own  account,  meeting 
with  well  merited  success  during  the  several 
years  that  he  continued  in  that  line.  How- 
ever, he  saw  greater  possibilities  in  production, 
to  which  he  is  now  devoting  his  time  and 
energies,  having  a  valuable  lease  on  the  Rynd 
farm. 

From  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Rouseville 
Mr.  Welker  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  its 
progress,  and  has  given  much  of  his  own  time 
to  promoting  the  general  welfare.  His  exer- 
tions were  effective  in  securing  the  present 
borough  organization,  and  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  council,  known  as  the  "Cow 
Council,"  later  becoming  burgess,  which  honor 
he  held  for  four  years.  It  was  during  his  term 
as  chief  executive  that  the  sewer  system  was 
installed  and  the  street  paving  done,  and  con- 
siderable other  constructive  advancement  was 
made.  He  has  also  served  six  years  on  the 
school  board,  of  which  body  he  has  been  presi- 


dent. Socially  Mr.  Welker  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  589,  of  Oil  City, 
and  he  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  active  in  both  the  con- 
gregational work  and  the  Sunday  school,  of 
which  he  is  superintendent. 

Mr.  Welker  married  Jennie  R.  Groser, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sophia  (Lamey)  Groser, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Guy  W.,  bom  Sept.  2, 
1896,  who  was  employed  in  the  bank  of  the 
Oil  City  Trust  Company  until  his  enlistment, 
Dec.  I,  191 7,  in  the  aviation  service  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  stationed  at  Camp 
Morrison  in  Virginia,  and  is  now  with  the 
American  forces  in  France. 

RUDOLPH  G.  KOCH,  head  of  the  furni- 
ture house  of  R.  G.  Koch  &  Company,  Oil 
City,  has  been  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
business  since  he  settled  there  almost  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago.  He  was  bom  Dec.  28,  1869, 
at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father,  Louis 
Koch,  carried  on  a  large  fumiture  and  under- 
taking business  for  many  years. 

Louis  Koch  was  a  native  of  Lutzenburg, 
Germany,  bom  Dec.  28,  1835,  and  was  sixteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America  in 
company  with  his  brother  Carl,  who  subse- 
quently became  editor  of  the  Staats  Zeitung  at 
Chicago,  111.,  continuing  in  that  position  until 
his  death  there.  Louis  Koch  settled  at  Dun- 
kirk, N.  Y.,  and  opened  a  cabinet  shop  which 
was  the  beginning  of  an  important  factory  that 
he  conducted  until  his  death,  in  July,  1900.  He 
built  up  an  extensive  trade  as  a  furniture 
dealer  and  manufactured  all  his  own  stock,  at 
one  time  employing  as  many  as  one  hundred 
men  in  his  fumiture  business  and  the  under- 
taking branch  which  he  established  in  connec- 
tion with  it.  He  became  prominent  as  well  in 
politics  and  public  affairs,  working  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  elected  to  both  the 
council  and  school  board  of  Dunkirk,  where 
he  was  highly  respected  as  an  able,  intelligent 
citizen.  Fratemally  he  belonged  to  various 
Masonic  bodies,  and  he  was  a  Baptist  in  re- 
ligion. He  is  buried  in  Forest  Hill  cemetery 
at  Fredonia,  New  York. 

Mr.  Koch  married  Ellen  Phillippbar,  who 
survives  him  with  their  five  children,  namely : 
Otto,  who  married  Tillie  Strouner ;  Louis ;  Nel- 
lie, wife  of  Charles  M.  W.  Smith;  Rudolph 
G. :  and  Agnes,  who  married  Frank  Wadrich. 

Mrs.  Ellen  (Phillippbar)  Koch  is  a  native 
of  Baden  Baden.  Germany,  where  her  father, 
William  Phillippbar,  was  also  bom.  He  was 
an  architect  by  profession.  For  a  short  time 
he  lived  on  a  farm  which  he  bought  near  Sis- 
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tersville,  W.  Va.,  later  removing  to  Dunkirk, 
X.  Y.,  whither  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Koch,  had 
preceded  him,  living  with  relatives  before  her 
marriage.  During  his  residence  at  Dunkirk 
Mr.  Phillippbar  made  his  home  with  his  daugh- 
ter and  son-in-law,  the  Kochs. 

Rudolph  G.  Koch  was  educated  in  Dunkirk 
and  lived  there  until  his  removal  to  Oil  City 
at  the  age  of  twfenty-five  years.  He  had  been 
well  trained  for  work  and  business  under  his 
father's  direction,  and  thoroughly  familiarized 
with  the  details  of  the  furniture  trade  and  un- 
dertaking, and  immediately  formed  an  associa- 
tion with  B.  F.  McCracken,  buying  an  interest 
in  his  establishment,  which  was  continued  by 
the  firm  of  McCracken  &  Koch  for  the  next 
ten  years.  Mr.  Koch  then  bought  his  partner 
out,  and  he  has  operated  the  business  ever 
since,  with  a  constantly  increasing  patronage 
due  entirely  to  his  efficient  methods  and  ener- 
getic policy.  His  store,  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State, 
occupies  a  building  80  by  140  feet  in  dimen- 
sions on  East  First  street,  on  the  South  Side, 
and  its  three  floors  are  well  stocked  with  high- 
grade  house  furnishings  and  furniture,  a  spe- 
cialty being  also  made  of  desirable  interior 
decorations  of  all  kinds.  With  a  live  trade 
and  generous  support  from  the  city  custom 
and  surrounding  country  as  well,  Mr.  Koch 
finds  it  possible  to  carry  a  wide  range  of  goods 
in  his  line,  giving  his  customers  ample  selec- 
tion and  variety.  He  has  endeavored  to  show 
his  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  of  his  patrons 
by  continued  improvements  in  service  and  shop- 
ping facilities,  and  has  well  deserved  his  place 
among  the  most  successful  merchants  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Koch  has  also  kept  up  an  under- 
taking branch,  with  every  provision  for  up-to- 
date  service  in  that  department,  having  a  com- 
plete motor  equipment.  Socially  he  is  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  the  city,  affiliating  with 
Latonia  Lodge,  No.  1018,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  the 
Knights  of  Pythias;  Oil  City  Tent,  No.  21, 
K.  O.  T.  M. ;  and  the  Masons,  as  a  member 
of  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Oil 
City  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot  Commandery, 
K.  T. ;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M. 
S.,  of  Erie.  He  supports  the  Republican  party 
on  political  issues. 

By  his  marriage  to  Jessie  C.  Graham  Mr. 
Koch  has  one  daughter,  Harriet  Christine,  bom 
Jan.  18,  1901,  who  attended  school  in  Oil  City, 
including  two  years  in  the  high  school,  and 
also  studied  for  a  year  in  the  Ogontz  School 
for  Girls,  at  Ogontz,  Pa.  The  family  reside 
at  No.  622  West  First  street.  They  attend  the 
Episcopal  Church. 


Mrs.  Koch  is  of  Scotch  ancestr>'.  Her 
grandfather,  William  Graham,  a  native  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  was  a  soldier  and  as  such 
engaged  in  the  insurrection  in  that  countr>' 
which  took  place  in  his  day.  He  lived  in  Glas- 
gow all  his  life,  and  he  and  his  family  were 
Presbyterians.  To  his  marriage  with  Ann  Lilly 
were  bom  children  as  follows:  Christina, 
Alexander,  Hugh,  John  and  William,  the  last 
named  preceding  his  brother  John  to  Nova 
Scotia. 

John  Graham,  father  of  Mrs.  Koch,  was 
bom  April  28,  18 16,  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and 
died  at  Laona,  near  Fredonia,  Chautauqua  Co., 
N.  Y.,  on  the  farm  which  he  owned  and  con- 
ducted for  fifty  years.  It  was  a  tract  of  sixty 
acres  in  the  town  of  Pomfret,  Chautauqua 
county.  Upon  his  emigration  from  Scotland 
he  went  to  Nova  Scotia,  locating  at  Pictou, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  and 
later  removed  to  Laona,  N.  Y.,  where  he  built 
a  general  store  and  carried  it  on  for  twelve 
years.  He  was  married  at  Fredonia  to  Mrs. 
Harriet  (Frazier)  Roberts,  who  was  bom  Aug. 
14,  1830,  at  Inverness,  Scotland,  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Margaret  (Davidson)  Frazier. 
By  her  first  marriage,  to  George  Roberts,  she 
had  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Two  children  were  also  bom  to  her  union  with 
John  Graham.  Jessie  C.  (Mrs.  Rudolph  G. 
Koch)  and  Harriet  Elizabeth.  The  mother 
died  March  29,  1918,  and  is  buried  with  the 
father  at  Fredonia,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  (High  Church)  and 
a  regular  attendant  upon  its  services,  while 
Mrs.  Graham  was  a  Presbyterian.  Politically 
he  was  a  Republican  and  active  in  public  mat- 
ters, holding  the  offices  of  school  director  and 
road  commissioner  of  his  township. 

Alexander  Frazier,  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Koch,  was  bom  in  Invemess,  Scotland, 
and  reared  in  that  country,  as  a  boy  working 
in  the  mill  of  Andrew  Davidson.  Later  he  en- 
tered the  government  employ,  in  the  constmc- 
tion  of  the  Queen's  roads.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Davidson,  daughter  of  Andrew  David- 
son, who  conducted  a  mill  at  Inverness.  Scot- 
land, where  he  is  buried.  He  and  his  family 
were  Presbyterians.  Of  his  large  family  of 
daughters,  we  have  record  of  Catherine,  who 
was  well  educated  and  became  an  attendant 
in  the  Royal  Household ;  Isabel :  Nannie ;  Mar- 
garet. Mrs.  Frazier;  and  Harriet.  After  four 
children  had  been  bom  to  them.  Alexander 
Frazier  decided  to  establish  a  home  in  Amer- 
ica, and  leaving  his  family  in  the  old  country 
came  here  alone,  locating  in  Chautauqua 
county,  X.  Y.,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  375 
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acres  then  in  the  woods.  He  made  a  clearing, 
built  a  log  house  and  bam,  and  worked  ten 
years  improving  his  property  before  his  fam- 
ily joined  him.  The  long  voyage  in  a  sailing 
vessel  took  eleven  weeks,  and  its  trials  proved 
fatal  to  Mrs.  Frazier,  who  died  forty-eight 
hours  after  her  arrival  at  her  new  home  from 
the  effects.  She  was  buried  at  Fredonia,  where 
Mr.  Frazier  is  also  interred,  having  remained 
there  until  his  death.  He  was  a  Republican 
and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Upon  his  death  his  farm  was  inherited  by  his 
son,  according  to  the  old-country  custom.  The 
four  children  were  as  follows :  Elizabeth,  who 
married  James  Stewart  and  (second)  George 
Warren ;  Harriet,  Mrs.  Graham,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  having  lived 
there  with  an  aunt ;  Margaret,  who  died  a  few 
years  after  coming  to  this  country;  and  Alex- 
ander, who  died  at  Cuba,  N.  Y.  (he  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war). 

DAVID  LEROY  LEE,  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Robert  Boardman  Com- 
pany, of  Oil  City,  is  well  and  favorably  known 
as  a  successful  manufacturer  and  through  the 
product  of  his  plant  to  oil  producers  and  drill- 
ers all  over  this  section,  the  tools  of  this  com- 
pany's manufacture  being  in  popular  demand. 
The  establishment  is  also  equipped  to  do  gen- 
eral repair  work,  constituting  a  considerable 
part  of  the  business,  which  under  Mr.  Lee*s 
direction  has  been  constantly  expanding  in  size 
and  importance.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Abner 
James  Lee  and  grandson  of  James  H.  Lee,  who 
moved  from  Baltimore  to  Canton.  Ohio,  and 
eventually  to  Oil  City,  where  he  was  an  early 
settler.  Being  a  molder  by  trade,  he  worked 
at  the  iron  furnaces,  which  ranked  with  the 
leading  industries  of  the  county  in  those  days, 
and  when  the  furnaces  were  abandoned  de- 
voted himself  to  farming,  owning  a  tract 
across  the  river  in  what  is  now  known  as  the 
south  side  of  Oil  City.  His  holdings  were 
large,  extending  from  what  is  now  Division 
street  to  Central  avenue,  and  he  continued 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  at  the 
a^e  of  sixty-five  years.  He  is  buried  with  his 
wife,  Sarah  (Cox)  in  Mount  Pleasant  ceme- 
tery, part  of  which  was  taken  from  his  prop- 
ertv.  They  were  Methodists  in  religious  be- 
lief, and  he  supported  the  principles  of  the 
Whie  partv.  Eight  children  were  bom  to  this 
couple:  John  B.,  who  died  young:  Samuel; 
Abner  Tames;  David;  Charles,  who  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church ; 
Caroline,    Mrs.    Joseph    Wilcox,*    Henrietta, 


Mrs.  Charles  McCrea ;  and  Almira,  Mrs.  James 
Cary. 

Abner  James  Lee,  son  of  James  H.  Lee,  was 
born  near  Canton,  Ohio,  and  died  at  Oil  City, 
Pa.,  Jan.  5,  1916,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His 
education  was  obtained  at  Canton,  and  his 
early  emplo)rment  that  of  sawyer  in  lumber 
mills.  After  the  discovery  of  oil  he  became 
engaged  as  a  driller  in  the  oil  fields,  being  so 
occupied  during  the  greater  part  of  his  active 
life.  He  married  Barbara  Ellen  Daugherty, 
daughter  of  Grimes  Daugherty  (whose  wife 
was  a  Smith),  and  survived  her,  her  death 
occurring  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  David  Leroy ;  Viola  E.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Milliron;  Leota  J.,  Mrs.  John 
Hoover;  Irene  May,  Mrs.  William  Barnhart; 
Gertrude  Jeanette,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Force;  and 
Florence  Pearl,  who  married  George  Cann  and 
(second)  Lynn  Swartley.  The  parents  are 
buried  in  Mount  Pleasant  cemetery  near  Oil 
City.  Mr.  Lee  was  a  Republican  in  political 
sentiment. 

David  Leroy  Lee  was  born  Aug.  15,  1859, 
near  Sheffield,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  and  having 
been  brought  to  Oil  City  in  1861  was  reared 
and  educated  there.  In  youth  he  began  to  help 
his  father,  with  whom  he  followed  drilling 
in  the  oil  fields  for  a  time,  getting  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  necessary  tools  and  machin- 
ery, which  was  very  valuable  to  him  in  the  line 
of  work  which  he  afterward  adopted.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  with  the  Oil  Well 
Supply  Company,  of  Oil  City,  manufacturers 
of  o'l  well  tools,  continuing  in  their  employ  for 
thirteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
changed  his  association  to  the  establishment  of 
Robert  Boardman,  a  similar  one.  Following 
Mr.  Boardman's  death  the  company  was  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Lee  was  made  treasurer  of  the  new  or- 
gfanization.  and  since  the  retirement  of  B.  J. 
McVey  he  has  been  president  and  general  man- 
ager. All  sorts  of  oil  well  tools  are  turned  out 
at  the  plant,  including  drilling  and  fishing  tools 
of  the  most  approved  design,  and  the  repair  de- 
partment does  a  large  and  steady  business. 
Mr.  Lee's  early  experience  and  comprehensive 
mechanical  training  were  an  excellent  prepara- 
tion for  his  present  responsibilities,  which  also 
include  executive  duties  and  require  a  familiar 
knowledge  of  market  conditions.  He  has  been 
devoted  to  business  and  given  little  direct  at- 
tention to  public  aflFairs,  though  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  National  Security  League  and 
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the  Red  Cross.    Politically  he  is  a  Republican 
in  principle. 

Mr.  Lee  married  Margaret  A.  Boardman, 
who  was  born  June  19,  1868,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Alice  (Whittle)  Boardman,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Their  only  child,  Flor- 
ence Ellen,  is  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Higate,  secre- 
tary of  the  Robert  Boardman  Company  and 
chief  timekeeper  in  the  office  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Louise  Annetta,  born  Jan.  11, 
1 914.  Mrs.  Lee  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  Mr.  Lee  gives  his  support. 

JOHN  DUFFIELD  (deceased)  held  an 
honorable  place  among  his  fellow  citizens  at 
Franklin  in  both  business  and  social  relations 
and  in  a  life  of  steadfast  devotion  to  duty 
proved  a  worthy  representative  of  the  name 
which  he  bore.  It  has  been  known  in  Venango 
since  before  the  organization  of  the  county, 
the  family  having  been  founded  here  by  Wil- 
liam Duffield,  grandfather  of  John,  who  first 
came  to  this  country  in  1760  and  made  his 
permanent  home  here  from  the  time  of  the 
Revolution.  In  every  generation  the  members 
of  this  family  have  been  noted  for  the  solid 
qualities  which  constitute  good  citizenship, 
their  industry,  commercial  enterprise,  high 
moral  standards  as  individuals  and  public- 
spirited  attitude  on  public  questions,  making 
them  as  intelligent,  broad-minded  people, 
ready  to  order  their  lives  in  the  interest  of 
others  as  well  as  for  their  own  advancement. 
Every  community  in  which  they  are  found  has 
benefited  by  their  co-operation  in  its  aflfairs. 

Philip  Duffield,  great-grandfather  of  the  late 
John  Duffield,  is  the  earliest  member  of  this 
family  of  whom  there  is  definite  information. 
He  was  born  either  in  England  or  in  Wales,  but 
removed  to  Ireland,  locating  in  County  Down, 
about  fifteen  miles  south  of  Belfast,  near  the 
village  of  Ballynahinch.  There  he  remained 
until  his  death.  His  children  were  two  daugh- 
ters (one  named  Peggy)  and  one  son,  Wil- 
liam. 

William  Duffield,  only  son  of  Philip  Duf- 
field, was  born  in  1743  in  England  or  Wales, 
and  made  his  first  trip  to  America  in  1760. 
However,  he  returned  to  Ireland  twice  before 
settling  here,  which  would  indicate  that  he 
had  an  energetic,  adventurous  disposition.  He 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  last  vessel  to 
enter  that  port  before  the  Revolution  broke 
out,  and  hostilities  had  commenced  before  the 
passengers  were  landed.  It  is  known  that  he 
sympathized  with  the  Colonies  and  was  active 
in  their  cause,  and  according  to  family  tradi- 


tion he  was  with  the  army  as  a  trader,  fur- 
nishing cattle  and  supplies  to  the  soldiers. 
During  the  Revolutionary  period  he  married, 
and  after  that  event  settled  in  the  Nittany  val- 
ley in  Center  county.  Pa.,  later  living  in  the 
Bald  Eagle  valley  a  little  to  the  northeast,  near 
the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek  and  adjoining  the 
village  of  Mill  Hall,  about  three  miles  south 
of  Lock  Haven.  As  it  was  found  that  the  land 
on  which  he  had  located  was  the  property  of 
a  brother  of  Sam  Brady,  the  famous  Indian 
fighter,  he  had  to  give  it  up,  and  thus  it  was 
that  he  sought  a  home  in  Venango  county. 
He  and  his  eldest  daughter,  Jane,  then  a  girl 
of  twenty,  journeyed  together  to  the  new  set- 
tlement, where  he  bought  four  hundred  acres 
on  the  south  side  of  French  creek,  in  what  is 
now  French  Creek  township,  Venango  county, 
and  about  a  mile  southeast  of  the  present  bor- 
ough of  Utica.  Building  a  cabin  at  the  mouth 
of  Sugar  creek,  he  left  his  daughter  in  pos- 
session, while  he  went  back  for  the  rest  of  his 
family,  and  here  among  the  hills  and  forests 
of  the  undeveloped  but  promising  region  they 
made  a  new  home,  and  by  diligence  and  thrift 
took  their  place  among  its  worthiest  residents. 
According  to  an  old  family  document  William 
Duffield  was  a  man  of  robust  constitution  and 
fine  physique,  and  of  exceptional  energy,  well 
adapted  physically  for  the  life  he  led.  His 
genial  disposition  and  unselfish  nature,  com- 
bined with  good  judgment  and  sound  com- 
mon sense,  brought  him  into  high  personal 
favor  with  his  neighbors,  who  often  consulted 
him  in  important  matters.  He  died  April  7. 
1827,  at  his  home  near  Utica.  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth (Hassan),  surviving  and  passing  away 
April  9,  1838.  She  was  born  in  1754,  and  they 
were  married  in  1777,  after  a  couple  of  years' 
acquaintance,  begun  on  the  vessel  in  which  he 
made  his  final  trip  to  America,  and  while  she 
was  on  her  way  to  this  country  in  company 
with  her  brother  Robert  and  his  family.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Duffield  are  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Franklin,  Pa.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children:  Jane,  bom  Nov.  23,  1779,  married 
in  t8o2  David  Johnston  and  (second)  John 
Cochran.  John,  bom  Aug.  12,  1781,  married 
in  1808  Xancy  Johnson,  and  they  had  a  family 
of  nine  children:  he  died  June  20,  1849,  his 
wife  in  1866.  Mary,  born  in  1783-84,  married 
Thomas  Smiley,  and  died  in  1830.  Armstrong, 
bom  Jan.  17,  1786,  was  a  farmer  below  Utica. 
in  French  Creek  township,  and  died  Sept.  12. 
t8si  :  on  June  21,  1821,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Gilmore,  by  whom  he  had  a  large  family,  and 
she  died  the  same  year  as  he  did.  William  was 
the  father  of  Tohn  Duffield  and  is  mentioned 
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below.  Isabella,  born  Oct.  2,  1790,  married 
June  8,  1806,  John  McQuaid,  and  died  Oct. 
8,  1858.  Esther,  born  June  15,  1792,  married 
John  Cooper,  and  died  July  4,  1854.  James, 
bom  June  11,  1794,  married  April  19,  1822, 
Jane  Lindsay,  and  died  March  30,  1871.  Mar-  ' 
garet,  bom  Oct.  4,  1796,  married  John  L.  Has- 
son,  and  died  May  26,  1870.  Elizabeth,  born 
Dec.  7,  1798,  married  July  i,  1824.  Charles 
Lacey  Cochran,  and  died  Dec.  i,  1867. 

William  Duffield,  son  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Hassan)  Duffield,  was  bom  May  25, 
1788,  in  what  is  now  Clinton  (then  Center) 
county,  Pa.,  at  the  home  in  the  Bald  Eagle 
valley,  and  was  a  boy  when  the  family 
settled  in  Venango  county,  where  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  passed.  He  died  April 
19,  1880,  in  French  Creek  township.  By  his 
marriage  to  Margaret  Hunter  he  had  a  family 
of  eight  children,  namely :  John ;  Isabella,  Mrs. 
John  Reese;  Mary,  who  married  David  Mc- 
Coy and  (second)  Joseph  Woods;  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Silas  Barr;  Arnold  Plumer,  who  married 
Susan  W.  Hurd  and  (second)  Maria  Crouch; 
Jane,  Bom  Aug.  21,  1830,  who  married  Jan. 
2,7,  1885,  John  Crosgriff ;  Margaret,  who  died 
unmarried ;  and  William,  who  died  unmarried. 

John  Duffield,  son  of  WiUiam  and  Marga- 
ret (Hunter)  Duffield,  was  bom  Dec.  16,  1818, 
on  the  old  homestead  in  French  Creek  town- 
ship, and  spent  his  boyhood  as  other  farmers' 
sons  of  the  day  did,  beginning  work  at  an 
early  age,  and  gathering  what  education  he 
could  in  the  irregular  terms  of  the  local 
schools.  His  first  employment  away  from 
h<Hne  was  on  the  old  canal,  and  during  his 
early  manhood  he  was  engaged  in  teaming 
for  a  time,  driving  a  Conestoga  wagon — the 
freight  car  of  those  times.  When  he  gave 
this  up  he  turned  to  farming,  and  in  the  course 
of  time  acquired  valuable  business  interests 
as  well,  carrying  on  a  grocery  store  and  grist- 
mill at  Franklin,  and  investing  in  oil  lands, 
with  considerable  financial  success  as  a  pro- 
ducer. He  died  when  barely  past  his  prime, 
in  1879,  leaving  a  creditable  record  in  all  his 
associations  and  esteemed  by  all  with  whom 
he  had  come  into  contact.  He  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  city,  and  a  Republican  on  political  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  Duffield  married  Henrietta  Shoup. 
whom  he  had  met  while  he  was  engaged  in 
teaming,  her  father  keeping  an  inn  on  the  old 
wagon  road  near  Ebensburg,  Cambria  Co., 
Pa.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  mar- 
riage: Imelda  M..  Demetrius  S.,  and  Wirt  W. 
The  daughter  died  March  23,  1918,  at  the  old 


home,  No.  11 10  Elk  street,  Franklin,  where 
she  was  well  known  in  social  circles  of  the 
city  and  county;  she  was  a  member  and  reg- 
istrar of  Venango  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  of 
Franklin,  which  was  organized  Nov.  7,  1895. 
Demetrius  S.  Duffield  Married  Araminta 
Maher,  and  their  children  are  Jennie  May, 
Wirt  Demetrius,  Henrietta  Imelda,  John 
George,  Augusta  and  Gertmde.  Wirt  W. 
Duffield  married  Frances  D.  Reardon,  and 
they  had  two  children,  John  and  Georgia,  the 
former  dying  in  childhood;  Georgia  Duffield 
married  J.  Philip  Smith  and  now  resides  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Henry  Shoup,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Henri- 
etta (Shoup)  Ehiffield,  came  to  America 
shortly  before  the  commencement  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  served  seven  years  in  that  stmggle, 
enlisting  in  April,  1775,  in  Captain  Huling's 
company,  Pennsylvania  militia,  commanded  by 
Colonel  St.  Clair  and  afterward  by  Col.  James 
Ward.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Three 
Rivers,  Germantown.  Brandywine  and  Tren- 
ton. His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Selson,  and  their 
family  consisted  of  two  sons,  Henry  and 
George,  and  several  daughters. 

Henry  Shoup,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Selson)  Shoup,  kept  an  inn  for  many  years 
at  a  village  near  Ebensburg,  Pa.  To  his  mar- 
riage with  Christina  Eller  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Mary,  Nancy  (Mrs.  O'Con- 
nor), Abraham,  George,  Delia  (who  married 
Benoni  Trimble  and  later  a  Mr.  Brown),  Hen- 
rietta (Mrs.  Duffield),  Bridget  (Mrs.  Charles 
Matchett),  James,  Margery  (Mrs.  Francis 
Hartman).   Samuel  and   Elizabeth. 

WILLIAM  CROMACK,  chief  burgess  of 
Rouseville,  has  the  honor  of  serving  his  third 
term  as  head  of  the  borough  government.  The 
record  of  his  official  part  in  its  administration 
is  creditable  alike  to  himself  and  to  his  com- 
munity, and  he  has  been  just  as  zealous  in  la- 
boring for  its  improvement  and  progress  in  his 
private  capacity,  his  practical  experience  of 
public  affairs  enabling  him  to  judge  the  re- 
quirements of  the  town  accurately,  as  well  as 
the  means  of  supplying:  its  needs.  By  reason  of 
his  proved  inteeritv  of  purpose  in  all  his  asso- 
ciations in  public  life,  and  his  ability  in  hand- 
ling matters  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare, 
his  counsel  is  regarded  as  authoritative.  His 
fidelitv  to  all  the  obligations  imposed  by  his 
office  indicates  a  keen  sense  of  duty  which  his 
fellow  citizens  have  not  been  slow  to  appre- 
ciate. 

Mr.  Cromack  is  a  native  of  Leeds,  Yorkshire, 
England,  born  Dec.  19.  1838,  son  of  Joseph 
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Cromack,  who  preceded  his  family  to  America, 
and  made  a  location  at  Toronto,  Ontario,  in 
1842.  In  1848  be  moved  thence  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  in  the  spring  of  1868. 
While  in  England  he  married  Elizabeth  Key, 
who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  who  died  m 
Cleveland  in  1850.  She  brought  the  family  to 
Canada  in  1843,  after  Mr.  Cromack  had  be- 
come estaWished  in  the  New  World.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  namely:  Mary  Ann, 
who  now  lives  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years  (1918);  William;  Joseph, 
who  is  living  in  California;  Maria,  deceased; 
Emma,  a  resident  of  Nebraska ;  and  Elizabeth, 
living  in  Akron,  Ohio. 

William  Cromack  was  a  young  child  when 
he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Canada,  where 
he  acquired  most  of  his  education.  He  began 
regular  work  in  1853,  ^s  a  hand  on  the  sailing 
vessel  *Tulton,'*  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  at  which 
place  he  enlisted  Aug.  14,  1862,  in  Company 
A,  1 2th  New  York  Cavalry.  On  July  3,  1863, 
he  was  captured  at  Tarboro,  N.  C,  and  was 
held  prisoner  until  exchanged,  in  October  of 
that  year,  when  he  rejoined  his  command.  On 
April  16,  1864,  he  entered  the  navy  as  master's 
mate,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the  war 
closed.  Then  he  resumed  sailing,  as  mate  and 
master  of  lake  vessels,  being  so  engaged  until 
his  removal  to  Rouseville,  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
in  April,  1868.  Here  he  started  to  work  in  the 
oil  fields,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  pump- 
er until  1876,  since  when  he  has  been  pro- 
ducing oil  on  his  own  account.  He  bought  the 
oil  property  and  production  of  J.  T.  Jones,  in 
Complanter  towjiship,  up  Cherry  run  near 
Rouseville,  and  has  been  operating  there  ever 
since,  having  developed  a  number  of  success- 
ful wells  on  this  lease.  The  wells  there  when 
it  came  into  his  possession  are  still  producing, 
as  well  as  the  new  ones  sunk  by  him,  there 
being  seventeen  active  wells  in  all  at  this  writ- 
ing. Mr.  Cromack  has  prospered  in  his  oil 
business,  and  is  well  known  among  local  pro- 
ducers. He  has  been  popular  with  his  fellow 
men  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  principally,  no 
doubt,  because  of  the  interest  he  takes  in  all 
that  concerns  their  welfare  and  the  common 
good.  He  holds  membership  in  Hays  Post, 
No.  167,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Oil  City;  was  made  a 
mason  in  Frontier  City  Lodge,  No.  422,  F.  & 
A.  M.  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  1861,  and  trans- 
ferred his  membership  to  Fraternal  Lodge,  No. 
483,  of  Rouseville,  Pa.,  in  1875 ;  he  has  served 
as  master  of  this  Lodge  six  years.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  school  board  of 
Cornplanter  township  and  to  service  in  the 
borough  council  of  Rouseville,  in  whose  delib- 


erations he  took  a  stand  so  gratifying  to  his 
townsmen  that  he  was  chosen  for  the  highest 
office  in  their  gift.  That  he  came  up  to  tlieir 
expectations  has  been  well  demonstrated  in  the 
support  he  received  when  elected  for  the  third 
time,  in  November,  1917.  Mr.  Cromack  has 
proved  as  conscientious  and  resourceful  in 
attending  to  his  public  duties  as  he  is  in  caring 
for  his  own  interests,  working  just  as  faith- 
fully in  office  as  he  does  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  private  undertakings. 

On  Aug.  12,  1862,  Mf.  Cromack  was  mar- 
ried to  Ellen  Amelia  Calkins,  of  Oswego,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Philura  Eliza,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  C. 
H.  White,  of  East  Liberty  (Pittsburgh)  ;  Ber- 
tram Monroe,  living  in  Oklahoma;  Joseph 
Thomas,  who  is  now  established  at  Baltimore, 
Md.;  and  Lottie  E.,  wife  of  M.  C.  Bums, 
living  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 

BUCHANAN  H.  CARNAHAN  is  now  liv- 
ing in  retirement  after  long  and  honorable  as- 
sociation with  business  and  official  circles  in 
Oil  City,  where  he  was  prominent  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  local  government  for  almost 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  receiving' the  highest 
honors  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  proved  himself  deserving  of  the  confi- 
dence which  they  manifested,  showing  a  keen 
sense  of  responsibility  in  all  his  public  serv- 
ices and  broad  ideas  regarding  their  obliga- 
tions which  have  helped  to  elevate  municipal 
standards  in  many  respects.  A  resident  of 
Oil  City  from  about  1865,  he  is  a  member  of 
an  old  family  of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania, 
established  in  Mercer  county  over  a  century 
ago,  and  of  early  Irish  origin,  though  living 
in  Scotland  when  the  first  ancestor  of  this 
branch  in  America  came  over  the  Atlantic. 

The  first  authentic  knowledge  of  the  family 
dates  back  to  1540,  when  three  Irish  tribes  or 
clans  named  Carnochan,  Carnaghan  and  Caj- 
nathan,  respectively,  entered  into  an  agreement 
to  unite  for  their  mutual  protection.  Accord- 
ing to  tradition  they  had  previously  lived  as 
most  tribes  of  the  times,  preying  on  their 
weaker  neighbors  and  levying  tribute  in  lands, 
cattle  and  servants.  Their  habitation  was  on 
the  rough  and  stormy  coast  of  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  the  wreckage  of  vessels  driven 
ashore  formed  one  of  their  chief  sources  of 
revenue;  they  were  even  accused  of  luring 
boats  ashore  by  means  of  false  lights.  It  is 
said  that  when  these  tribes  had  no  common 
foe  they  fought  each  other,  greatly  diminish- 
ing: their  numbers  by  these  perpetual  feuds. 
When  the  great  religious  reformation  spread 
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over  Ireland  they  embraced  the  Calvinistic 
faith,  uniting  in  1540  under  the  leadership  of 
James  Alexander  Carnahan,  and  they  defended 
their  belief  with  the  same  vigor  that  they  had 
prosecuted  their  earlier  enterprises,  having 
numerous  pitched  battles  with  the  soldiers  of 
Mary  Tudor  (1553-58).  In  the  last  year  of 
her  reign  their  chief  was  slain  and  the  clan 
was  almost  exterminated,  their  goods  and  lands 
being  confiscated  to  the  crown,  and  many  suf- 
fering imprisonment  or  death.  Of  those  who 
escaped,  there  are  traces  of  two  branches  who 
took  refuge  in  Scotland,  one  settling  at  or  near 
Dumfries,  the  other  at  Aberdeen.  The  former 
branch  became  weavers  by  occupation,  the 
latter  hewers  of  stone  or  stonemasons,  owning 
and  working  large  quarries.  They  became 
people  of  some  importance,  one  John  Andrew 
Carnahan  being  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
in  France  from  which  resulted  the  celebrated 
Edict  of  Nantes,  promulgated  in  1598. 

From  this  time  little  is  known  of  the  family 
up  to  1709,  in  which  year  James  Alexander 
Carnahan  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland. 
It  is  supposed  that  he  was  the  direct  ancestor 
of  the  Carnahans  here  under  consideration. 
He  is  reputed  to  have  been  a  man  of  powerful 
build,  standing  six  feet  four  inches  in  his  bare 
feet,  and  weighing  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  younds,  of  dark  and  swarthy  complexion, 
self -esteemed,  and  very  decided  in  his  religious 
views.  He  had  fourteen  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, the  sons  James,  Hugh  and  John  emigrat- 
ing to  America  with  their  families  between 
1760  and  1770  and  settling  in  the  Cumberland 
valley  at  Carlisle,  Pa.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  Adam  Carnahan,  grandfather  of  Bu- 
chanan H.  Carnahan,  was  descended  from  one 
of  these  three  brothers. 

Adam  Carnahan  was  bom  Nov.  22,  1777,  at 
or  near  Carlisle,  Pa.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  181 2,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1853.  All  his  life 
he  was  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  more  than 
a  century  ago  settling  at  New  Lebanon,  Mer- 
cer county,  on  a  tract  of  five  hundred  acres 
for  which  he  had  obtained  a  patent,  this  docu- 
ment being  still  in  existencfe.  His  wife,  Ruth 
(McElwayne),  born  Jan.  25,  1781,  died  June 
23,  1853,  ^nd  ^heir  children  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret,  Feb.  6,  1804  (married  Wilkes 
Walker)  ;  Nancy,  Jan.  18,  1806  (married  John 
Hanna)  ;  Maria,  July  5,  1808  (Mrs.  Walker)  ; 
James  Madison,  Dec.  3,  1810;  Elizabeth,  April 
16,  1813  (married  Adam  Thompson) ;  Adam, 
Jr.,  Oct.  12,  1816  (married  Lizzie  Moore)  ; 
iRuth,  Dec.  28,  1818  (married  William  Zahn- 
izer)  ;  John,  April  15,  182 1;  William,  July  19, 
1823. 


James  Madison  Carnahan,  father  of  Bu- 
chanan H.  Carnahan,  was  bom  Dec.  3,  1810, 
near  New  Lebanon,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
reared  on  the  home  farm  there  amid  the  primi- 
tive conditions  usual  in  rural  districts  during 
the  pioneer  period.  His  school  privileges  were 
as  good  as  the  neighborhood  aflforded,  and  we 
have  the  authority  of  his  a|utobiography  re- 
garding them.  According  to  his  own  record 
his  class  books  were  a  speller,  the  New  Testa- 
ment and  an  arithmetic,  and  his  attendance 
covered  about  three  months  of  the  year,  at  a 
little  log  building  provided  with  window  lights 
of  greased  paper.  The  rest  of  the  year  he 
helped  his  father  in  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  homestead  place,  and  when  he 
reached  manhood  received  an  unimproved  por- 
tion of  his  father's  property,  covered  with 
timber.  There  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life, 
and  not  only  succeeded  in  converting^  this  tract 
into  valuable  farming  land  but  also  bought 
more  adjoining,  his  farm  eventually  compris- 
ing over  two  hundred  acres.  The  comfortable 
home  which  he  erected  thereon  for  his  family 
was  built  of  bricks  made  from  clay  found  on 
the  farm,  and  it  is  still  standing.  Mr.  Carna- 
han was  a  man  of  firm  convictions  and  resolute 
character,  capable  in  the  management  of  his 
own  affairs  and  public-spirited  in  assisting  in 
such  matters  as  he  believed  would  work  to  the 
^ood  of  the  community.  He  was  a  very  re- 
ligious man,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  he  joined  Nov.  16, 
1 84 1,  at  Fairfield,  Mercer  county,  receiving 
ordination  as  an  elder  June  13,  1858.  Origi- 
nally a  Democrat  in  politics,  he  became  a  Re- 
publican during  the  Civil  war  period,  Jater  join- 
ing the  Prohibition  party,  for  whose  success  he 
worked  untiringly,  being  one  of  its  strongest 
supporters  in  his  vicinity;  he  was  repeatedly 
a  candidate  for  the  legislature  on  that  ticket, 
accepting  the  honor  of  nomination  from  a 
sense  of  loyalty  to  his  party  and  not  from  any 
desire  for  personal  advantage.  His  death  oc- 
curred Sept.  12,  1901. 

In  1837  Mr.  Carnahan  married  Mary  Mc- 
Elwayne, daughter  of  Thompson  and  Margaret 
(Lindsay)  McElwayne,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  children:  Buchanan  H. ;  Lacey, 
wife  of  Andrew  Sponsler:  and  Mary,  who 
married  Caleb  Bailey  and  had  two  children, 
Oscar  and  James.  Mr.  Carnahan  had  one 
child  by  h^'s  second  marriage,  to  Mary  Wilson, 
namelv :  Melvina,  who  married  Joseph  Smith. 
His  third  marriage  was  to  Permelia  Coulson, 
who  was  the  mother  of  five  children :  Elmira, 
wife  of  Charles  Christie;  James,  who  married 
Kate  Bird ;  John,  who  married  Lucy  Gilmore ; 
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Otis,  who  married  Florence  Simcox ;  and  Cas- 
sius  S.,  who  married  Florence  Mook. 

Buchanan  H.  Camahan,  eldest  of  the  family 
of  James  Madison  Camahan,  was  bom  May  2, 
1839,  on  his  father's  farm  at  New  Lebanon, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  allowed  all  the  educational  advantages 
obtainable  in  the  locality,  and  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities,  when  a  young  man  help- 
ing himself  along  by  teaching  school.  For  a 
few  years  he  was  in  the  West,  part  of  the  time 
in  Missouri,  where  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, and  later  in  Boulder,  Colo.,  where  he  lo- 
cated in  1863  and  had  his  first  experience  in 
the  transportation  business.  In  1864,  soon 
after  his  marriage,  he  retumed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, spending  a  year  on  the  old  farm  before 
he  settled  at  Oil  City  and  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness long  conducted  under  the  name  of  the 
Camahan  Transfer  &  Storage  Company,  in 
which  connection  he  became  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  city.  Mr.  Camahan  came 
here  at  a  period  of  commercial  and  civic  ac- 
tivity favorable  for  a  man  of  enterprising 
spirit,  and  established  himself  thoroughly  in 
the  confidence  of  the  townspeople  by  depend- 
able, intelligent  service  in  his  line,  a  very  im- 
portant feature  in  the  transaction  of  local  busi- 
ness, and  under  his  management  affording 
prompt,  reliable  and  adequate  facilities  for  the 
transfer  and  storage  of  goods  of  all  kinds. 
He  carried  it  on  successfully  for  about  half  a 
century,  having  sold  out  in  19 16  and  retired 
to  enjoy  his  well  earned  opportunities  for 
leisure. 

Mr.  Carnahan  has  been  as  well  known  in 
public  affairs  as  in  business,  having  given 
twenty-four  years  to  official  duties,  in  various 
responsible  positions.  For  many  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  city  council  and  water  board,, 
and  his  fellow  citizens  showed  their  approval 
of  his  services  in  those  capacities  by  electing 
him  mayor  in  1908,  his  administration  coming 
fully  up  to  their  expectations.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  political  allegiance. 

On  Oct.  3,  1863,  Mr.  Carnahan  married 
Melinda  Coulson,  daughter  of  Maxwell  Coul- 
son,  and  more  than  fifty  years  ago  erected  the 
comfortable  home  in  Oil  City  which  they  have 
since  occupied.  Four  children  have  been  born 
to  them :  Nettie  G.,  born  July  8.  1864,  married 
Oliver  Shook  and  (second)  Newton  Ackley; 
James  M.,  born  July  25,  1866,  who  died  Jan.  8, 
TQio,  married  Lucy  Sloper  and  (second) 
Susie  Runkle:  Howard,  born  Oct.  3,  1873, 
married  Minnie  Paul  and  has  children,  Marion 
and  Christopher  Paul:  William,  born  Feb.  2, 
1876,  married  Cora  Bannon.     Mr.  Carnahan 


is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Oil  City,  and  a  Mason  in  fraternal  associa- 
tion, affiliated  with  Petrolia  Lodge  No.  363, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Oil  City,  and  Venango  Lodge 
of  Perfection. 

JOHN  IRWIN  ZERBE,  M.  D.,  secretary 
of  the  Venango  (Tounty  Medical  Society,  now 
engaged  as  a  general  practitioner  at  Franklin, 
Venango  county,  has  had  liberal  training  for 
his  chosen  work.  He  earned  his  degree  in  r^- 
ular  course  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Collie 
of  Philadelphia,  and  subsequently,  before  en- 
tering upon  private  practice,  acquired  compre- 
hensive experience  in  hospital  and  other  insti- 
tutional work.  He  has  a  vigorous  and  alert 
mind,  and  is  conscientiously  keeping  abreast 
of  research  work  and  new  developments  in  his 
profession,  while  attending  to  the  daily  de- 
mands of  a  large  practice,  built  up  by  devoted 
attention  to  the  needs  of  his  patrons.  He  has 
been  established  at  Franklin  since  1910. 

Dr.  Zerbe  belongs  to  a  family  which  has 
been  established  in  America  for  about  two 
centuries,  and  most  of  that  time  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  is  a  native  of  Schuylkill  county, 
this  State,  bom  March  9,  1879,  ^^  Sacramento, 
in  Hubley  township,  son  of  John  D.  and  EUiza- 
beth  E.  (Saltzer)  Zerbe.  His  father  is  a  mer- 
chant at  Sacramento.  J.  Irwin  Zerbe  attended 
public  school  in  Hubley  township  up  to  the  age 
of  fifteen  years.  He  had  employed  his  advan- 
tages so  well  that  he  was  ready  to  begin  teach- 
ing by  that  time,  being  so  engaged  for  eight 
terms  in  all.  Meantime  he  had  been  contin- 
uing his  own  studies  as  opportunity  oflfered, 
studying  at  the  Millersville  (Pa.)  State  Nor- 
mal School  for  two  spring  terms,  in  1895  and 
1896,  and  at  the  Perkiomen  Seminary,  in  Mont- 
gomery county.  Pa.,  one  spring  term,  gradu- 
ating from  the  latter  in  1899.  Subsequently 
he  taught  science  at  that  institution  for  one 
term,  in  1903.  He  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine at  the  Medico-Chimrgical  College,  of 
Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1907  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  during  his 
course,  in  the  summer  of  1906,  he  was  engaged 
on  the  mosquito  survey  conducted  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Department  of  Health.  For  two 
years  he  was  instmctor  in  the  laboratory  of 
pathology  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College, 
and  following  his  graduation  was  inteme  at  the 
College  hospital  until  the  fall  of  1907,  when 
he  became  assistant  physician  at  the  Institu- 
tion for  the  Feeble  Minded  at  Polk,  Venango 
countv,  Pa.  He  remained  in  that  connection 
for  three  years,  since  when  he  has  been  lo- 
cated at  Franklin.    His  office  is  in  the  Trust 
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Company's  building.  Dr.  Zerbe  has  handled 
the  duties  of  private  practice  with  skill  and 
ability  faithfully  concentrated  on  his  work, 
and  he  also  keeps  in  close  touch  with  its  wider 
interests,  having  been  especially  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Venango  County  Medical  Society, 
now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  secretary  of 
that  body.  His  other  professional  connections 
are  with  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  socially  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Franklin  Club,  the  Wanango  Country  Club 
and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

Dr.  Zerbe  married  Florence  Wiley,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Gen.  John  Alexander  Wiley 
and  his  wife  Mary  (Trich),  and  they  have 
one  child,  Joan  Wiley.  The  family  have  a 
beautiful  home  on  Elk  street,  Franklin,  de- 
lightfully situated,  commanding  a  view  which 
cannot  be  surpassed  anywhere  along  the  Alle- 
gheny river. 


The  Zerbe  family  is  of  French  extraction 
and  has  been  settled  in  America  for  two  cen- 
turies. The  name  is  found  variously  spelled — 
Zerby,  Zerve,  Zerwe  and  Zerben.  Lorenz 
Zerbe,  the  first  progenitor  in  America  of  the 
line  here  under  consideration,  came  originally 
from  Lorraine,  France,  but  owing  to  steadfast 
loyalty  to  their  religious  faith  he  and  other 
members  of  the  family  were  obliged  to  seek 
homes  elsewhere  in  order  to  worship  accord- 
ing to  their  conscience.  Journeying  from 
France  into  Germany,  and  thence  to  Holland, 
they  were  among  those  who  availed  themselves 
of  the  invitation  of  Queen  Anne  of  England, 
who  offered  to  transport  a  large  number  of 
emigrants  to  the  New  World.  Arriving  in 
England  Christmas  evening,  1709,  they  were 
among  the  four  thousand  who  thus  set  sail 
for  America,  fourteen  hundred  dying  on  the 
way  over.  They  landed  at  Neiv  York,  and 
shortly  afterward  were  sent  up  the  Hudson, 
remaining  in  New  York  State  until  1723. 
When  they  heard  that  William  Penn  had  been 
in  Germany  and  brought  about  the  immigra- 
tion of  a  large  number  of  Germans,  thirty- 
three  families  under  the  guidance  of  an  In- 
dian made  their  way  to  Pennsylvania,  down 
the  Susquehanna  river  into  the  fertile  valley 
of  the  Tulpehocken,  in  what  is  now  Berks 
county.  In  a  sketch  of  Conrad  Weiser  we  find 
the  following  concerning  these  colonists : 
Whilst  in  his  fourteenth  year  he  (Weiser) 
emigrated  with  his  father  and  family  (which 
included  himself  and  seven  other  children)  to 
New  York,  landing  June  17,  17 10.  At  that 
lime  several  thousand  Germans  were  sent  to 


America  by  Queen  Anne.  Shortly  after  their 
arrival  they  were  removed  to  Livingston  Ma- 
nor by  the  governor  of  New  York,  to  burn 
tar  and  cultivate  hemp  to  defray  the  expenses 
incurred  by  Queen  Anne  in  conveying  them 
from  Holland  to  England  and  from  England 
to  America.  They  labored  till  171 3  in  this 
employment  under  the  direction  of  commis- 
sioners; then,  finding  that  they  were  existing 
under  a  form  of  bondage,  they  protested 
against  the  treatment,  and  thus  effected  their 
release.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  families 
of  them,  including  the  Weiser  family,  removed 
to  Schoharie,  forty  miles  west  of  Albany.  The 
settlers  having  been  disturbed  in  their  posses- 
sions, Conrad  Weiser's  father  and  a  number 
of  others  migrated  to  Pennsylvania.  They  lo- 
cated in  Tulpehocken  in  the  spring  of  1723, 
in  the  midst  of  the  Indians;  and  there  they 
also  commenced  the  improvement  of  the  land 
without  permission  from  the  land  commis- 
sioners. The  Indians  complained,  but  the  set- 
tlers were  not  disturbed.  Subsequently  the  In- 
dians released  their  rights  and  about  1733  they 
removed  beyond  the  Blue  mountains. 

Rupp,  in  his  "30,000  Names  of  Immigrants,'' 
shows  a  Lorenz  Zerbe  who  came  from  Scho- 
harie to  Tulpehocken  in  1723,  and  in  addition 
to  Lorenz  mentions  a  John  Philip  Zerbe,  and 
a  Martin  Zerbe,  among  those  above  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  who  passed  the  winter  of 
1710  and  the  summer  of  171 1  in  Livingston 
Manor,  N.  Y.,  and  who  may  have  come  to 
Tulpehocken  at  a  later  period.  The  name  of 
John  or  Johan  has  been  a  favorite  one  in  the 
family,  as  appears  from  the  tax  lists  and 
vital  statistics.  This  bears  out  the  family  tra- 
dition that  three  brothers  came  over.  John 
Philip  Zerbe  enlisted  for  service  in  Queen 
Anne's  war  in  171 1  and  was  never  afterward 
heard  from.  Martin  and  Lorenz  Zerbe  were 
among  those  who  settled  in  the  Tulpehocken 
valley  in  1723. 

John  Zerbe,  son  of  Lorenz,  was  one  of  the 
company  of  thirty-three  families  who  came 
from  New  York  in  ,1723.  He  was  a  miller, 
owning  a  gristmill  and  sawmill  south  of 
Womelsdorf.  His  family  consisted  of  twenty- 
five  children,  nineteen  sons  and  six  daughters, 
all  of  whom  reached  maturity  and  married. 
One  of  his  sons,  Michael,  was  an  officer  in 
the  Colonial  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  All  the  Zerbes  in  the  Tulpehocken  val- 
ley followed  agricultural  pursuits. 

Philip  Zerbe,  Sr.,  son  of  John,  above,  died 
in  1790. 

Philip  Zerbe,  Jr.,  son  of  Philip,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  1765  and  died  in  1831. 
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Daniel  Zerbe,  son  of  Philip,  Jr.,  was  born 
m   1799  ^"d  died  in  1874.    His  son, 

Daniel  Zerbe,  Jr.,  bom  Aug.  i,  1824,  died 
Jan.  9,  1882.  Like  his  father  he  made  his  home 
in  Washington  township,  Schuylkill  county. 
He  was  twice  married,  having  three  children 
by  one  wife  and  six  by  the  other,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  One  of  the  latter,  D.  O. 
Zerbe,  is  a  resident  of  Reading,  Pa.,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Tuberculosis  Hospital  at  that 
place. 

WILLLAM  SCHRUERS  (deceased),  who 
for  nearly  forty  years  conducted  the  Oil  City 
Gardens,  building  up  an  important  industry 
from  nothing,  possessed  to  a  remarkable  de- 
gree the  best  qualities  of  progressive  citizen- 
ship. He  was  of  Dutch  ancestry,  both  his  par- 
ents having  been  bom  in  Holland.  They  be- 
came prosperous  farming  people  in  New  York 
State,  where  he  was  bom  Oct.  i,  185 1,  near 
Ballston,  Saratoga  county,  being  three  years 
old  when  the  family  removed  to  Chautauqua 
county,  the  home  of  his  boyhood  and  youth. 
The  old  farm  there  still  remains  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family. 

When  a  young  man  W^illiam  Schruers  took 
employment  with  John  Spencer,  a  market 
gardener  near  Dempseytown,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.,  who  taught  him  the  details  of  the  work 
which  he  chose  as  his  calling  in  life.  He  be- 
gan market  gardening  on  his  own  account  at 
Reno,  this  county,  but  soon  afterward  secured 
a  tract  of  wild  land  close  to  Oil  City  w^hich  he 
purchased  and  began  to  clear,  the  property 
then  being  covered  with  timber  and  brush, 
as  well  as  quantities  of  rock  which  made  great 
effort  necessary  to  bring  it  into  productive 
condition.  He  planted  each  portion  as  soon 
as  improvement  made  its  cultivation  possible, 
devoting  himself  to  supplying  the  local  de- 
mand for  fresh  vegetables,  and  extending  his 
operations  as  rapidly  as  he  could  under  the 
circumstances,  being  obliged  to  do  all  the  pre- 
paratory work  himself  of  getting  his  property 
into  a  state  of  lucrative  fertility  in  addition 
to  looking  after  the  crops.  Though  he  had  no 
financial  resources  worth  mentioning  when 
he  started,  he  had  a  strong  constitution  and 
willing  hands,  backed  by  a  determined  will 
and  governed  by  sound  common  sense,  and 
moreover  his  efforts  were  ably  seconded  bv  a 
wife  equally  capable  and  ambitious,  in  fact 
he  always  attributed  the  success  which 
crowned  their  early  vears  of  sacrifice  and  priva- 
tion to  her  practical  encouragement  more  than 
to  anything  else.  Eventually  he  had  over 
twenty  acres  devoted  to  the  growth  of  such 


garden  produce  as  the  local  market  demanded. 
Meanwhile,  as  adjoining  territory  produced 
oil,  he  put  down  a  well  on  his  own  land,  which 
yielded  sufficiently  well  to  give  him  an  income 
which  was  a  great  help  to  him  financially.  As 
time  went  on  other  wells  were  brought  in,  un- 
til in  the  course  of  eighteen  years  he  had 
twenty-two  producing  on  his  property.  As  his 
means  increased  he  rented  a  farm  near  Reno, 
where  for  more  than  nine  years  he  carried  out 
successfully  another  enterprise  which  origina- 
ted as  a  cherished  dream  of  his  boyhood,  when 
he  became  much  interested  in  fine  stock.  He  es- 
tablished a  herd  of  thoroughbred  Ayrshire  cat- 
tle and  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  being 
probably  the  first  to  introduce  Ayrshires  in 
this  vicinity  and  satisfactorily  demonstrating 
their  value  as  dairy  stock.  For  some  time  his 
dairy  was  one  of  the  largest  in  this  section  of 
the  State,  fifty-five  cows  being  kept;  and  the 
product  was  distributed  tb  Oil  City  customers, 
including  the  Oil  City  Hospital.  During  this 
time  Mr.  Schmers  w^as  still  living  at  Oil  City, 
keeping  a  man  in  charge  of  the  dairy  farm. 
When  the  expansion  of  the  town  of  Reno  made 
the  farm  desirable  as  an  addition  to  that  place 
Mr.  Schruers  sold  it  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
site  is  now  incorporated  in  its  limits.  Mr. 
Schruers  was  more  than  a  good  business  man. 
He  had  broad  ideals  and  was  sincerely  inter- 
ested in  the  general  welfare,  and  every  move- 
ment for  advancement  found  a  friend  and 
supporter  in  him.  He  was  a  Methodist  in  re- 
ligious connection,  and  his  family  are  also 
identified  with  Grace  M.  E.  Church  at  Oil 
City.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Prohibition  party,  of  whose  principles  he  was 
a  firm  advocate.  His  death,  on  July  17,  1916, 
was  considered  a  loss  to  the  whole  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  Schruers  was  married  at  Qymer,  N.  Y., 
to  Alida  Piek.  of  Chautauqua  county,  who  sur- 
vives him.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Fred  M., 
who  for  some  years  has  had  charge  of  the  oil 
production  on  the  Schruers  estate,  married 
Mary  Speer.  and  they  have  five  children,  Ed- 
win. Donald,  Mildred.  Ruth  and  Waldron; 
Alida  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Archer,  manager 
and  part  owner  of  the  New  Model  Milling 
Company  of  Oil  City;  Ruth  E.  died  when 
eleven  years  old :  Raymond  E.  and  Homer  are 
now  operating^  the  Oil  City  Gardens;  Wini- 
fred eraduated  from  the  Oil  City  high  school 
and  later  took  the  course  at  Mount  Holyoke 
College,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  191 7, 
since  her  graduation  being  engaged  as  a 
teacher  in  Oil  City. 
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Raymond  E.  Schruers  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Oil  City  high  school  and  of  Pennsylvania  State 
College,  class  of  19 13,  at  the  latter  institution 
giving  particular  attention  to  the  theory  and 
science  of  general  agriculture  and  specializing 
in  market  gardening.  His  brother  Homer,  who 
is  in  partnership  with  him  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Oil  City  Gardens,  has  had  the  same  liter- 
ary and  scientific  training,  and  they  have  found 
ample  opportunity  for  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  their  acquirements  in  the  business  of 
their  choice,  for  which  they  have  been  well 
fitted  by  nature  and  early  practical  experience 
also.  Besides  continuing  the  established  lines 
of  work  followed  by  their  father,  including 
the  production  of  the  ordinary  varieties  of 
vegetables,  they  have  devoted  special  eflfort 
to  growing  under  glass  those  table  delicacies 
for  which  an  all-year  demand  exists  and  which 
may  be  so  profitably  raised,  such  as  lettuce, 
radishes,  cucumbers,  etc.  In  preparation  for 
the  establishment  of  this  new  feature  of  their 
business  they  visited  several  large  enterprises 
of  such  character  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  studying  their  good  points 
and  observing  opportunities  for  betterment, 
so  that  their  plant  and  greenhouses  embody 
some  of  the  best  ideas  now  in  practice.  Oil 
City,  with  its  prosperous  population,  is  an  ex- 
cellent market  for  choice  foodstuffs,  and  these 
enterprising  growers  will  no  doubt  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  home  demand  for  their  output. 
The  Schruers  brothers  have  had  the  advan- 
tage of  years  of  successful  labor  in  the  fields, 
adding  to  their  practical  knowledge  the  sci- 
entific training  which  enables  them  to  test 
their  theories  thoroug^hlv.  and  with  the  exer- 
cise of  their  father's  judicious  care  they  should 
be  able  to  make  the  Oil  City  Gardens  a  feature 
which  will  add  its  full  share  to  the  renown 
of  this  up-to-date  community,  already  widelv 
celebrated  as  a  most  desirable  place  of  resi- 
dence. 

Raymond  E.  Schruers  rriarried  Gertrude 
Farringer,  daughter  of  Tames  R.  Farringer, 
who  is  engaged  as  an  oil  producer  in  Cran- 
berry township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Schruers 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Franklin  high  school. 
Their  home  is  at  No.  401  Wyllys  street,  Oil 
City. 

EDWARD  S.  LAUGHLIN,  postmaster  at 
Oil  City,  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  in 
and  around  that  city,  not  only  in  his  official 
relations  but  also  in  long  established  business 
and  personal  associations.  He  settled  there  in 
early  manhood,  and  practically  throughout  his 


business  life  has  been  engaged  in  the  produc- 
tion of  oil  as  his  chief  interest,  with  other  con- 
nections at  different  times  as  opportunity 
afforded. 

Mr.  Laughlin  is  a  native  of  Allegheny  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  born  in  1849,  and  his  father,  Thomas 
J.  Laughlin,  was  for  many  years  occupied  as 
manager  of  furnaces  in  the  western  part  of 
the  State.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army,  and  died  while  in  the  service, 
in  South  Carolina.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nancy  J.  Smith,  died  at  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. 

Edward  S.  Laughlin  spent  part  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  at  Blairsville,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  received  most  of  his  education,  com- 
ing to  Oil  City  to  take  a  business  course.  He 
found  sufficient  attraction  to  keep  him  there, 
having  made  his  home  in  the  city  ever  since, 
and  was  still  a  young  man  when  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  production  of  oil,  in  which  line 
most  of  his  activity  has  been  directed,  with 
very  satisfactory  returns.  His  comprehensive 
experience  in  the  oil  fields  has  given  him 
thorough  familiarity  with  the  industry,  his 
judgment  having  proved  reliable  in  the  various 
ventures  which  he  has  undertaken  with  such 
success.  In  addition,  he  owns  and  operates 
the  Oil  City  Sheet  Metal  Works,  a  local  plant 
of  recognized  standing  among  the  industrial  es- 
tablishments of  the  city.  March  i,  1916,  Mr. 
Laughlin  was  honored  with  appointment  to  the 
position  of  postmaster  at  Oil  City,  which  he  is 
now  filling.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Laughlin  married  Mary  A.  Turner, 
daughter  of  the  late  A.  M.  Turner,  of  Oil  City, 
who  was  well  known  as  an  oil  producer  and 
served  at  one  time  as  commissioner  of  Ve: 
nango  county. 

JOHN  N.  MARK,  present  treasurer  of  Ve- 
nango county,  has  made  an  official  reputation 
entirely  in  keeping  with  the  characteristics  as- 
sociated with  the  name  he  bears,  a  number  of 
its  representatives  having  been  called  to  serv- 
ice of  hig^h  responsibility  in  the  county  govern- 
ment. He  has  handled  the  duties  of  the  office 
ably  ever  since  he  assumed  them,  adding  stead- 
ily to  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  has  been 
held  by  his  fellow  citizens  from  early  manhood. 
For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Mark  has  been 
a  resident  of  Oil  City  and  well  known  there 
in  business  and  municipal  activities.  In  the 
public  service  he  has  applied  the  same  prin- 
ciples which  made  him  successful  in  his  per- 
sonal affairs,  with   the  result  that  he  has  a 
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record  of  trustworthiness  and  efficiency  which 
any  man  might  well  consider  an  adequate  re- 
ward for  his  efforts. 

The  Marks  are  of  old  Pennsylvania  stock, 
and  this  branch  of  the  family  has  been  es- 
tablished in  Venango  county  for  many  years. 
John  Mark,  the  grandfather  of  John  N.  Mark, 
came  hither  from  Center  county,  this  State,  and 
settled  at  Dempseytown,  in  Oakland  township, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  fifty  acres.  He 
lived  and  died  on  that  land,  spending  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  the  work  of  clearing  and  culti- 
vating it.  His  children  were:  Cyrus  S.,  at  one 
time  sheriff  of  \'enango  county,  who  died  in 
1915;  Israel,  living  at  Dempseytown;  Loudon, 
of  Jacksonville,  Fla. ;  Benjamin  P.;  Lydia, 
wife  of  Elia  LeVan,  living  in  Center  county. 
Pa. ;  Levina,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
John  Estep :  and  Sarah,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  William  Weikal. 

Benjamin  F.  Mark,  son  of  John  Mark,  was 
lx)rn  April  13,  1834,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1881. 
During  his  early  years  he  was  kept  busy  on  the 
home  farm,  and  later,  after  he  set  up  on  his 
own  account,  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Wallaceville,  in  Plum  township,  this  county, 
where  he  carried  on  business  for  many  years. 
Eventually  he  withdrew  from  that  line,  retiring 
to  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  in  Oakland 
township,  which  he  had  purchased,  and  where- 
on he  remained  until  his  death.  He  is  buried 
in  the  Oakland  cemetery.  Mr.  Mark  was  a 
man  of  fine  character  and  keen  perceptions, 
well  endowed  with  intelligence  and  common 
sense,  and  the  various  honors  shown  him  by  his 
associates  were  well  deserved.  In  November. 
i86t,  he  was  elected  county  commissioner,  and 
served  a  term  of  three  years  in  that  office  with 
his  customarv  efficiency.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  Dempseytown  Lodge,  No.  632, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  instituted  May  20,  1868,  and  a 
prominent  worker  in  that  body.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  Maria  J.  Cheers,  daughter  of  William 
Cheers.  Mr.  Mark  had  twelve  children,  seven 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  five  survivors 
are :  Emma,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Grove,  of  Plum  town- 
ship. Venango  county;  Margaret,  wife  of  M. 
W.  Wyeant.  livings  at  No.  613  West  Frank 
street,  Oil  City :  Chauncey  L.,  who  is  general 
sales  manager  of  the  American  Adding  Ma- 
chine Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Edwin  L., 
who  is  foreman  of  the  Reid  foundry  pattern 
shop  at  Oil  City;  and  John  N.  The  mother 
now  resides  in  Oil  City. 

John  N.  Mark  was  bom  Sept.  22,  1876.  at 
Dempseytown,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated, attending  the  public  schools  until  his 
graduation  from  the  high  school.     He  after- 


ward taught  for  one  term,  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, before  he  went  to  Oil  City  to  learn  the 
trade  of  molder.  This  was  his  occupation  for 
seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  made 
a  venture  on  his  own  account,  conducting  a 
general  transfer  business  which  he  has  found 
very  profitable.  Mr.  Mark  has  the  initiative 
and  energy  necessary  to  business  success,  and 
the  perseverance  to  carry  through  what  he  un- 
dertakes, a  combination  of  qualities  not  easily 
defeated.  Like  his  father,  he  is  greatly  inter- 
ested in  Odd  Fellowship,  and  probably  the  best 
known  member  of  the  fraternity  in  this  section, 
having  been  an  enthusiastic  w^orker  ever  since 
he  joined.  He  is  a  past  officer  and  present 
financial  secretary  of  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  589, 
I.  O.  O.  F.;  a  member  of  Oil  City  Encamp- 
ment, No.  182;  of  Oil  City  Canton  (past 
master).  No.  9;  Ella  Rebekah  Lodge,  No. 
136,^  has  served  as  district  deputy  of  Venango 
county;  and  for  the  last  five  years  has  been 
representative  to  the  grand  lodge.  Mr.  Mark 
also  affiliates  with  Lodge  No.  344,  B.  P.  O. 
Elks,  of  Oil  City ;  with  the  Knights  of  Malta, 
Castle  No.  478;  and  with  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 

Mr.  Mark  has  always  attended  faithfully 
to  his  civic  duties,  having  served  two  years 
as  secretary  of  the  school  board  in  Oil  City, 
to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  year  1917, 
and  since  1916  as  county  treasurer,  to  which 
office  he  was  elected  in  191 5  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  winning  by  two  thousand  votes. 
On  June  10,  1918,  he  was  elected  county 
chairman  by  the  Republican  committee  of  Ve- 
nango county.  His  substantial  characteristics 
have  gained  him  both  respect  and  confidence. 

Mr.  Mark  married  Rosa  C.  McVeigh,  daugh- 
ter of  John  McVeigh,  of  Rock  City,  N.  Y. 
They  have  no  children.  Their  home  in  Oil 
City  is  at  No.  59  Plumer  street,  in  the  First 
ward. 

HON.  THOMAS  McGOUGH,  late  of 
Franklin,  was  a  lawyer  of  acknowledged  abil- 
ity, and  not  only  held  a  creditable  place  at  the 
Venango  county  bar  but  also  filled  a  number 
of  responsible  public  positions,  mostly  in  the 
line  of  his  profession.  Generously  endowed 
with  mental  and  social  gifts  which  won  him  the 
admiration  and  friendship  of  all  his  associates, 
he  also  possessed  the  moral  strength  to  make 
him  a  power  for  good  in  his  community,  and 
used  it  wisely,  lending  his  cooperation  to  all 
things  conducive  to  betterment  of  conditions 
or  standards.  His  record  is  that  of  a  capable 
lawyer,  a  competent  and  conscientious  official, 
a  valued  friend,  and  a  representative  member 
of  an  esteemed  family. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


767 


Thomas  and  Catharine  (Gamble)  McGough, 
grandparents  of  Thomas  McGough,  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born  in  Cam- 
bria county,  the  latter  in  Indiana  county. 
Their  son  Peter  McGough  was  born  Sept.  30, 
1822,  near  Blairsville,  Indiana  county,  and 
lived  for  a  number  of  years  at  Franklin,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  a  banker.  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  taught  school  for  a  time,  and  later  fol- 
lowed merchandising  before  he  turned  to  bank- 
ing. The  home  which  he  erected  at  No.  911 
Elk  street,  in  Franklin,  was  the  first  large  resi- 
dence in  the  place,  and  was  subsequently  the 
home  of  his  son  Thomas  McGough,  whose 
widow  now  lives  there.  Peter  McGough  event- 
ually moved  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  died.  Dur- 
ing his  later  years  he  followed  the  insurance 
business.  For  five  years  he  filled  the  position 
of  United  States  collector  in  the  Twentieth 
Pennsylvania  district.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
political  association.  In  1848  Mr.  McGough 
married,  in  Venango  county,  Sarah  L.  Mar- 
shall, who  was  born  in  March,  1827,  ^t  Law- 
renceburg,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Phoebe  (Perry)  Marshall,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows:  Dr.  Peter  Mc- 
Gough, of  Pittsburgh ;  Samuel,  who  also  lives 
at  Pittsburgh ;  Thomas ;  Katie,  the  wife  of  F. 
W.  Officer,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Franklin;  Blanch,  wife  of  Frederick  De- 
Motte,  of  San  Diego,  Cal. ;  and  Phoebe,  de- 
ceased. 

Thomas  McGough  was  bom  Nov.  7,  1851, 
at  Parker,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  and  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Franklin,  where  he  had 
public  school  advantages.  Later  he  studied  at 
both  Westminster  and  Allegheny  Colleges,  in 
Pennsylvania,  eventually  entering  Princeton 
University,  where  he  graduated  A.  B.  in  1873 
(he  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  his 
alma  mater  in  1876).  Upon  his  return  from 
college  Mr.  McGough  studied  law  for  a  time 
at  Parkers  Landing,  Pa.,  and  for  a  short 
time  was  engaged  in  the  banking  business 
there.  But  before  long  he  was  continuing  his 
law  studies  at  Franklin,  with  Judge  Chris- 
topher Heydrick,  and  gained  admission  to  the 
bar  of  Venango  county  in  July,  1876,  from 
which  time  until  his  death  he  devoted  most  of 
his  time  to  his  profession.  His  recognition 
came  early,  for  he  was  elected  district  attor- 
ney in  1879,  and  gave  such  excellent  satis- 
faction that  he  was  twice  reelected,  serving 
to  the  close  of  1888  with  distinguished  abil- 
ity, and  incidentally  becoming  very  well  known 
in  the  courts  and  legal  fraternity  throughout 
this  region.  In  i8go  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe, 
spending  six  months  abroad.    In  1896  Mr.  Mc- 


Gough was  elected,  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
to  represent  his  district  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  served  one  term  in  that  body  with 
characteristic  fidelity  to  all  his  obligations. 
In  the  year  1904  he  became  city  solicitor,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  continuously  until 
1914,  and  he  was  also  referee  in  bankruptcy 
throughout  that  period,  holding  the  latter  po- 
sition from  1904  until  his  death,  in  191 5. 
Meantime  he  also  handled  a  large  private  prac- 
tice skillfully,  caring  for  the  interests  of  his 
clients  conscientiously,  his  varied  experience 
proving  a  great  advantage  in  the  management 
of  his  own  work.  He  had  the  confidence  of  his 
patrons  and  the  esteem  of  his  associates  to  an 
unusual  degree,  attracted  as  much  by  his  per- 
sonal qualities  as  by  his  legal  learning. 

Mr.  McGough  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Franklin  Club  (formerly  known  as  the 
Nursery),  and  he  also  took  a  leading  part  in 
organizing  the  Franklin  lodge  of  B.  P.  O.  Elks, 
which  he  served  as  its  first  exalted  ruler.  He 
likewise  affiliated  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  His 
family  were  Presbyterians,  and  he  held  mem- 
bership in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Franklin.  His  death  occurred  at  his  home  on 
Elk  street  July  3,  191 5,  after  a  long  illness. 

In  1885  Mr.  McGough  married  Lydia  C. 
McCalmont,  a  native  of  Franklin,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Alfred  B.  McCalmont.  She  died  Nov.  24, 
1889,  the  mother  of  one  son,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. On  June  24,  1896,  Mr.  McGough  mar- 
ried (second)  Katherine  C.  Cowles,  of  Frank- 
lin, daughter  of  the  late  Newell  and  Mary 
(Witley)  Cowles.  By  this  union  there  are  two 
children:  Sarah  M.,  bom  Dec.  30,  1899,  now 
a  student  in  the  Franklin  high  school;  and 
Katherine,  born  March  I7»  1902,  who  is  also 
attending  high  school  in  Franklin. 

T.  C.  HOVIS,  of  Clinton  township,  has  one 
of  the  best  pieces  of  oil  land  in  that  part  of 
Venango  county,  and  lived  there  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  he  built  a  fine  home  at  Qin- 
tonville.  The  Hovis  family  has  been  promi- 
nent in  Clinton  township  for  over  a  century, 
having  been  founded  here  by  John  Hovis, 
grandfather  of  T.  C.  Hovis,  whose  descend- 
ants have  ever  since  been  ranked  with  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  the  region,  as  land- 
owners, farmers  and  business  men  generally, 
well  represented  in  the  local  government  and 
standing  high  socially.  The  tract  of  four 
hundred  acres  which  John  Hovis  owned  has 
all  turned  out  to  be  valuable  for  oil  as  well 
as  farming  purposes,  and  throughout  its  long 
ownership  in  the  Hovis  family  has  been  yield- 
ing a  fine  income  in  return  for  their  labors  in 
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the  work  of  development  and  improvement. 
The  early  history  of  the  family  will  be  found 
in  the  biography  of  Charles  W.  Hovis,  eldest 
brother  of  T.  C.  Hovis,  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Thomas  C.  Hovis  was  born  in  February, 
1856,  on  the  farm  in  Clinton  township  which 
was  formerly  his  father's  homestead  and 
where  all  but  a  few  years  of  his  own  life  have 
been  passed.  He  had  excellent  educational 
advantages  in  the  local  schools,  and  remained 
at  home  working  with  his  father,  acquiring  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farm  management  and 
oil  production  which  has  enabled  him  to  handle 
his  increasing  interests  most  advantageously. 
He  obtained  the  home  property  and  has  kept 
it  up  to  the  same  proportions  as  in  his  father's 
lifetime,  having  187  acres  in  the  tract.  Agri- 
culturally, it  has  been  operated  as  a  stock 
farm,  and  though  valuable  as  such  has  been 
principally  productive  for  a  number  of  years 
as  oil  land,  Mr.  Hovis  having  continued  the 
development  work  begun  by  his  father  on  an 
extensive  scale.  He  has  not  operated  per- 
sonally, leasing  the  oil  rights,  from  which  he 
profits  doubly  as  part  owner  of  the  four  leases 
under  which  the  oil  is  produced  and  through 
the  royalties  due  him  as  owner  of  the  land.  At 
present  there  are  thirty-three  producing  wells, 
yielding  an  average  amount  of  third  sand  oil, 
whose  territory  is  limited  to  a  small  area,  and 
which  goes  into  the  regular  pipe  lines,  though 
the  quality  is  superior.  These  wells  also  pro- 
duce enough  gas  to  supply  power  for  piunping, 
making  a  considerable  saving  in  cost  of  opera- 
tion. Mr.  Hovis  has  himself  taken  charge  of 
some  of  the  leases,  his  thorough  understand- 
ing of  the  business  enabling  him  to  direct  the 
work  successfully.  He  stayed  on  the  farm 
until  February,  191 2,  since  when  he  has  re- 
sided at  Clintonville. 

Mr.  Hovis  has  proved  himself  a  man  of 
broad  public  spirit  and  liberal  ideas,  and  his 
cooperation  in  local  affairs  has  been  greatly 
appreciated  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  have 
shown  their  faith  in  his  opinions  and  good 
judgment  by  choosing  him  for  important  re- 
sponsibilities. He  held  the  office  of  road  com- 
missioner for  twelve  years,  has  served  on  the 
school  board,  and  in  other  local  offices,  never 
aspiring  to  county  positions  or  caring  to  take 
a  personal  part  in  matters  away  from  his  home 
neighborhood.  He  supports  the  Democratic 
party  on  political  issues. 

In  1896  Mr.  Hovis  married  Vilena  Elizabeth 
Phipps,  daughter  of  Joseph  Phipps  and  grand- 
daughter of  John  Phipps ;  she  is  a  half  sister 
of  the  late  Maj.  Robert  Phipps,  who  died  in 


Franklin  a  few  years  ago,  and  a  sister  of  Mel- 
vin  Phipps,  mention  of  whom  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hovis 
have  one  daughter,  Marjorie,  who  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Qintonville  high  school  and  Slippery 
Rock  (Pa.)  State  Normal  School  and  is  now 
engaged  in  teaching  in  Pinegrove  township, 
this  county. 

GEORGE  LEWIS  (deceased)  was  during  a 
residence  of  forty  years  in  Oil  City  one  of  its 
leading  figures  in  business  activities,  a  man 
of  enterprise  and  initiative,  both  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  own  affairs  and  those  of  inter- 
est to  the  people  generally.  Though  not  in 
public  life  as  an  officeholder,  he  gave  as  much 
thought  to  matters  affecting  the  community 
as  if  he  had  been  formally  associated  with  its 
government,  and  the  influence  of  his  ideas  was 
strongly  felt  in  shaping  the  course  of  local 
progress.  Born  May  20,  1843,  '"  Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire,  England,  he  was  one  of  the  seven 
children  of  George  and  Anne  (Bowman) 
Lewis,  who  brought  him  to  America  when  he 
was  one  year  old.  They  crossed  the  ocean  on 
the  sailing  vessel  '*Albigon/'  arriving  at  New 
York  after  a  safe  passage  of  forty-two  days, 
and  proceeded  westward  by  water  also,  up  the 
Hudson  river  to  Albany,  by  canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  thence  by  lake  boat  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
reaching  that  city  in  June,  1844.  In  those 
days  New  York  and  Cleveland  were  farther 
apart,  so  far  as  transportation  facilities  were 
concerned,  than  America  and  Europe  are  now. 
When  he  looked  around  for  a  business  open- 
ing, the  father  saw  at  once  that  market  gar- 
dening offered  a  good  opportunity  for  success, 
and  accordingly  he  purchased  a  thirty-acre 
tract  and  started  in  that  line,  in  which  he  found 
the  prosperity  that  he  sought. 

George  Lewis  had  average  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  helped  his  father  with  the  agri- 
cultural work  up  to  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
when  he  decided  it  was  time  to  begin  on  his 
own  account.  In  November,  1863,  he  arrived 
at  Titusville,  Pa.,  then  enjoying  its  first  repu- 
tation as  an  oil  town,  and  soon  found  employ- 
ment at  the  Great  Western  Refinery,  located 
at  Pioneer.  \^enangfo  county,  and  owned  by 
Schofield,  Fawcett  &  Company,  in  whose  serv- 
ice he  continued  until  1865.  Returning  to 
Cleveland,  he  took  a  position  with  Outhwait, 
Shurmer  &  Company,  refiners,  and  when  the 
firm  was  subsequently  changed  to  Clark,  Shur- 
mer &  Company  he  was  the  silent  partner,  re- 
maining^ in  that  association  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  South  Improvement  Company,  in 
1872,  when  Clark,  Shurmer  &  Company  dis- 
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posed  of  their  refining  interests  to  the  Standard 
Oil  Company.  In  June,  1872,  Mr.  Lewis  be- 
came connected  with  the  Standard,  with  which 
he  was  ever  after  associated,  making  his  home 
in  Oil  City  from  that  time.  The  great  respon- 
sibilities which  he  handled,  and  the  high  posi- 
tion he  attained,  are  known  not  only  in  Oil 
Qty,  but  throughout  the  oil  regions.  Though 
his  duties  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  occu- 
pied a  laige  share  of  his  time,  Mr.  Lewis 
acquired  and  sustained  many  other  important 
interests.  In  1876  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  American  Oil  Company  at  Bradford, 
Pa.,  which  operated  extensively  in  the  Mc- 
Kean  county  fields  during  their  most  prolific 
days.  In  Venango  county  he  was  associated 
with  P.  H.  Judd  &  Company  in  the  production 
of  oil,  there  as  in  McKean  county  meeting  with 
a  high  d^^-ee  of  success.  Business  enter- 
prises in  his  adopted  city  always  had  his  earnest 
cooperation,  and  he  infused  into  the  manage- 
ment of  all  with  which  he  was  connected  the 
same  push  and  energy  which  characterized  the 
management  of  his  private  affairs,  and  which 
were  so  potent  a  factor  in  their  prosperity. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  recognize  the  bene- 
fit which  such  an  enterprise  as  the  Tube  Mills 
would  be  to  a  community,  as  well  as  their 
worth  from  the  investor's  standpoint,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  first  to  take  stock  in  the  com- 
pany, his  example  in  this  as  in  other  concerns 
helping  others  to  decide  in  its  favor.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  also  in  the 
Oil  City  Trust  Company,  and  at  one  time  one 
of  the  heaviest  owners  of  its  stock.  His  keen, 
clear  judgment  and  wise  conservatism  kept 
him  free  from  ventures  of  uncertain  worth, 
practically  all  of  his  investments  being  in 
undertakings  which  were  rewarded  with  more 
than  average  success.  Personally  he  had  a 
name'  synonymous  with  integrity  and  honorable 
dealinsfs  in  business,  and  his  prosperity  in 
worldly  affairs  was  a  forceful  illustration  of 
the  possibilities  which  this  country  affords  to 
the  man  of  perseverance,  fidelity  and  deter- 
mination. 

From  the  time  that  he  established  his  resi- 
dence in  Oil  City  Mr.  Lewis  took  a  loyal  inter- 
est in  everything  pertaining  to  its  advancement 
as  a  social  community,  and  did  as  much  in  that 
respect  as  he  accomplished  for  her  industrial 
welfare.  He  earned  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  far-sigfhted 
workers  through  whose  zeal  many  desirable 
local  institutions  were  fostered.  When  the 
subject  of  a  hospital  was  first  broached  he  be- 
came deeply  interested,  and  his  financial  as- 
•sistanre  as  well  as  influence  were  used  Hber- 
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ally  in  having  the  plans  carried  forward  to 
ccnnpletion,  his  enthusiastic  support  never  re- 
laxing in  behalf  of  this  splendid  establishment, 
which  has  done  such  a  great  work  in  the  re- 
lief of  the  sick  and  unfortunate.  Mr.  Lewis 
was  always  responsive  to  an  appeal  for  char- 
ity, no  worthy  cause  ever  being  denied  his  as- 
sistance if  he  knew  the  need,  and  though  his 
donations  were  seldom  made  public  they  were 
always  generous  and  bestowed  with  proper 
spirit.  The  only  public  position  he  ever  filled 
was  that  of  trustee  of  the  State  Hospital  for 
the  Insane  at  Warren,  under  appointment  from 
Governor  Hastings,  the  duties  of  which  he  per- 
formed carefully  and  efficiently.  He  never 
sought  or  cared  for  public  honors,  thou|^ 
well  fitted  for  their  responsibilities  had  he  de- 
sired them,  and  he  worked  for  the  success  of 
the  Republican  party  untiringly  with  no  thought 
of  personal  rewards.  Fraternally  he  was  a 
Mason,  affiliated  with  the  Oil  City  bodies  and 
Syria  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  he  was  a  generous  contributor  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  death  occurred 
Sept.  7,  1912,  at  his  home.  No.  32  East  Bissell 
avenue,  and  he  is  buried  in  Lakeview  cemetery 
at  Cleveland,*  Ohio. 

In  1869  Mr.  I^ewis  married  Sarah  Bowman, 
of  Titusville,  Pa.,  and  after  her  death  he  was 
united,  in  191 1.  to  Mary  J.  Lewis,  daughter 
of  George  and  Anna  (Hayden)  Lewis,  natives 
of  Malmesbury,  England.  She  survives  him, 
occupying  the  old  residence  in  Oil  City  long 
noted  as  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in 
that  hospitable  community. 

JONATHAN  BENNETT  PERRINE, 
M.  D.,  has  been  established  at  Wesley,  Venan- 
go county,  since  1914,  and  is  becoming  very  fa- 
vorably known  as  a  competent  general  prac- 
titioner. Professionally  he  is  the  successor 
in  that  locality  of  Dr.  George  C.  McGee,  of 
Oil  City,  and  he  occupies  the  old  location  of 
Dr.  Wilson,  who  was  in  practice  at  Wesley 
for  twenty-two  years.  This  office  has  been 
used  by  physicians  for  over  forty  years. 

Dr.  Pemne  belongs  to  an  old  family  of  this 
vicinity,  though  he  comes  from  across  the  line 
in  Mercer  county,  the  crossing  of  the  Mercer 
&  Franklin  and  Grove  City  &  Sandy  Lake^ 
roads  being  at  Perrine's  Corners  in  that  coun- 
ty, fifteen  miles  from  Franklin,  the  county 
seat  of  Venango  county.  In  that  fine  farming 
section  the  Perrines.  have  been  settled  for  over 
a  century,  and  on  the  old  Perrine  homestead 
there  are  now  living  four  generations  of  the 
family,  namely:  Bennett  Perrine  (the  Doc- 
tor's grandfather),  his   fourth  son  Fleming 
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Perrine  (the  Doctor's  father),  the  latter's  son 
Victor  H.  Perrine,  and  his  son  Fleming  Per- 
rine, Jr.,  now  (1918)  ten  years  of  age.  All 
were  bom  on  the  place  and  have  spent  their 
lives  there. 

William  Perrine,  the  original  settler  of  the 
family  in  this  region,  was  of  French  descent 
and  a  pioneer  in  Mercer  county.  His  son 
Bennett  Perrine  was  bom  on  the  farm  at  Per- 
rine's  Comers,  in  Worth  township,  Jan.  13, 
181 7,  and  has  had  the  practically  unique  ex- 
perience of  spending  a  full  century  at  his 
birthplace.  Needless  to  say  he  is  the  oldest 
inhabitant  of  Mercer  county,  and  family  and 
friends  made  appropriate  recognition  of  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  his  birth,  Jan. 
^3»  ^917*  The  Mercer  Dispatch  of  Jan.  12, 
191 7,  in  wishing  him  well  on  that  occasion 
published  some  account  of  his  life  and  work, 
and  we  take  the  following  from  its  article  of 
that  date:  "Like  all  who  were  reared  in  the 
wildemess  his  earl^  days  were  filled  with  hard- 
ships, and  privations  were  his  common  lot, 
but  he  came  of  hardy  stock  and  has  lived  to 
see  the  original  homestead,  much  of  which  he 
cleared  with  his  own  hands  with  the  aid  of 
the  most  primitive  implements,  largely  because 
of  his  unceasing  industry  and  unremitting  toil, 
developed  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Northwestem  Pennsylvania.  On  this  farm 
he  and  his  wife,  who  was  Eliza  E.  Rice,  lived 
happily  together  for  sixty-five  years,  her  death 
occurring  nine  years  ago.  There  generation 
after  generation  of  the  family  has  grown  to 
maturity,  and  to-day  four  generations  of  Per- 
rines  make  the  farm  their  home. 

"In  Mr.  Perrine's  youth  farming  was  a  most 
strenuous  occupation.  In  clearing  his  land  he 
had  no  machinery,  and  his  implements — ^plows, 
hoes,  harrows,  etc. — all  were  handmade  and 
of  the  crudest  design.  For  the  plowing,  stump 
pulling  and  other  heavy  work  teams  of  oxen 
were  used.  The  grain  was  harvested  with  a 
hand  sickle  and  the  threshing  done  by  hand, 
with  a  flail.  In  the  home  comforts  were  noted 
for  their  absence.  The  furniture  was  all 
homemade  and  of  the  simplest  design,  and 
there  were  no  comforts.  Clothing  also  was 
made  at  home,  but  it  was  warm  and  protected 
the  body,  which  was  the  chief  aim  in  the  pio- 
neer days.  Usually  there  was  no  lack  of  food, 
though  it  necessarily  was  coarse  and  simple, 
but  there  was  little  money  to  be  had.  How- 
ever, Mr.  Perrine  thrived  on  the  hard  life, 
and  as  he  grew  in  age  he  grew  in  substance 
and  in  his  later  years  has  had  full  enjoyment 
of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  which  were 
so  lacking  in  his  youth. 


"The  Perrines  have  always  been  a  devout 
people,  and  Mr.  Perrine  has  been  a  regular  at- 
tendant at  church  almost  one  hundred  years, 
his  mother  having  carried  him  to  service  r^- 
ularly  when  he  was  an  infant.  Before  his  mar- 
riage both  he  and  his  wife  embraced  Chris- 
tianity, joininfiT  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  1843  he  helped  form  the  Wesley- 
an  Methodist  Church  at  Millbrook,  and  in 
1854,  on  the  organization  of  Zion  Church,  he 
transferred  his  membership  to  it  and  donated 
the  land  on  which  its  building  is  erected. 
There  he  and  his  family  worship  to  this  day. 
He  was  a  class  leader  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  has  been  many  times  a  delegate  to  con- 
ferences, and  has  contributed  liberally  from 
his  means  to  all  church  activities. 

"Mr.  Perrine  since  his  youth  has  taken  a 
keen  interest  in  affairs,  both  national  and  local, 
and  has  been  active  in  all  movements  that  he 
believed  to  be  for  the  general  good.  He  is  an 
ardent  temperance  advocate  and  has  never 
used  either  liquor  or  tobacco.  He  has  voted 
at  every  presidential  election  since  1840,  his 
first  choice  for  that  office  being  William  Henry 
Harrison  and  his  last  J.  Frank  Hanly.  During 
most  of  his  life  he  was  a  Republican,  but  in 
recent  years  has  supported  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  never  belonged  to  any  fraternal 
order. 

"In  spite  of  his  age  it  seems  almost  beyond 
conception  that  he  was  two  and  a  half  years 
old  when  the  first  steamship  crossed  the  ocean, 
while  now  it  has  been  traversed  by  submarines 
and  he  may  live  to  see  the  trip  made  in  air- 
ships. He  was  almost  a  man  grown  when  the 
first  railway  was  built,  and  now  the  entire 
country  is  a  network  of  tracks  of  both  steam 
and  electric  lines,  one  passing  within  a  few 
miles  of  his  home.  In  his  youth  almost  the 
only  means  of  communication  in  the  mral 
districts  was  by  courier,  and  now  we  have  a 
daily  mail  delivery  reaching  every  part  of  the 
land,  the  telegraph,  and  telephones  in  almost 
every  home.  When  he  was  a  boy  the  only 
reading  matter  found  in  most  homes  was  the 
Bible  and  one  or  two  books,  and  now  there  are 
books  without  number  and  religious  and  sec- 
ular papers  of  every  description. 

"For  on^  so  old  Mr.  Perrine  enjoys  excel- 
lent health.  Advancing  years  have  brought, 
increasing  feebleness,  but  his  mind  is  as  clear 
and  strong  as  in  his  younger  days,  and  his 
physical  condition,  all  things  considered,  is 
remarkable.  He  is  still  able  to  do  and  takes 
delight  in  numerous  small  tasks  about  the 
house  and  farm^  and  his  interest  in  life  and 
in  the  doings  of  those  about  him  is  very  keen. 
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That  he  may  be  spared  for  more  years  of  use- 
fulness is  the  wish  of  all  who  know  him." 

Fleming^  Perrine,  father  of  Dr.  Perrine,  has 
spent  all  his  life  on  the  home  farm  near  Per- 
rine's  Comers.  He  has  not  only  become  one 
of  Mercer  county's  most  successful  farmers, 
but  a  business  man  as  well,  having  been  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  and  real  estate  activities. 
His  enterprises  have  brought  him  in  contact 
with  the  leading  business  men  of  Mercer  coun- 
ty. Pa.,  whose  respect  and  esteem  he  has  won 
by  his  honorable  and  upright  dealings,  and  his 
judgment  in  business  matters  is  sought  by 
many  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
Mr.  Perrine  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Stoneboro  Camp  Meeting  Association 
since  its  organization,  and  its  success  has 
been  largely  due  to  his  keen  interest  and  un- 
tiring work,  he  having  given  his  personal  su- 
pervision to  the  care  of  the  grounds  and  the 
erection  of  all  of  the  buildings  thereon.  He 
has  been  a  lifelong  devoted  member  of  the 
Zion  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  where  he 
still  worships.  The  same  sincere  interest  char- 
acterizes all  of  his  work,  whether  for  him- 
self or  for  others,  and  he  has  the  faculty  of 
persisting  in  his  endeavors  until  the  objectives 
which  he  has  sought  to  accomplish  have  been 
attained.  His  devotion  to  his  family  has  been 
marked  by  the  same  spirit  that  has  animated 
him  in  all  his  other  affairs,  and  he  may  truly 
be  called  a  representative  good  parent  and 
citizen. 

Mr.  Perrine  married  Elizabeth  Buckley,  and 
of  the  eight  diildren  born  to  them,  two  sons 
died  in  infancy,  six  still  living,  namely :  Her- 
man J.,  Victor  F.,  and  Homer  B.,  all  residing 
near  Perrine's  Corners,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.; 
Mary  Grace,  wife  of  George  Osborne,  of 
Stoneboro,  Pa. ;  Carrie  E.,  wife  of  G.  M. 
Barker,  of  Pittsburgh;  and  Jonathan  Bennett. 

Joseph  Buckley,  father  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Buckley)  Perrine,  came  to  this  country  from 
England  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  and  lived 
to  the  age  of  ninety  years,  dying  in  1916.  He 
was  a  "Forty-niner"  in  California,  making  the 
trip  overland  by  ox-team,  and  returning  by 
way  of  Panama.  He  spent  four  years  mining 
in  the  West,  and  passed  practically  all  the  rest 
of  his  life  on  his  farm  at  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer 
county.  For  five  years  he  drove  an  ox-team 
here.  On  Jan.  23,  1858,  he  married  Sarah 
Mears,  in  Mercer  county,  and  she  preceded 
him  to  the  grave,  passing  away  Feb.  10,  1901. 
Their  only  son,  Charles  Frederick  Buckley,  is 
living  on  the  old  home  place  near  Sandy  Lake. 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Perrine,  was  the  eldest  child ; 
Mary  is  Mrs.  O.  H.  Ames,  of  Sandy  Lake; 


Eunice  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Henderson,  a  mer- 
chant of  Henderson,  Mercer  county.  The 
Buckleys  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  Sandy  Lake.  Mr.  Buckley  was  a  constant 
attendant  at  that  church,  going  to  services  reg- 
ularly and  promptly,  though  he  had  to  drive 
two  miles,  and  he  gave  freely  of  his  time  and 
means,  filling  all  the  church  offices  apd  meet- 
ing the  local  expenses  generously  out  of  his 
own  pocket.  He  was  a  lifelong  member  of 
the  Stoneboro  Camp  Meeting  Association,  and 
his  home  was  always  open  to  ministers.  Hon- 
est and  upright  himself,  he  had  full  confidence 
in  the  honor  of  others,  and  helped  many  by 
his  faith  and  good  example.  He  is  buried  in 
the  cemetery  at  Zion  Church.  Mr.  Buckley 
had  twelve  grandchildren  and  ten  great-grand- 
children at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Jonathan  Bennett  Perrine  was  born  June  2, 
1889,  at  Perrine's  Corners,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa., 
and  lived  there  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Meantime  he  had  received  his  preparatory  ed- 
ucation in  the  local  schools,  and  after  attend- 
ing the  Sandy  Lake  Institute  for  three  years 
he  entered  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  at 
Philadelphia,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  June  7,  191 2.  For  the  year  fol- 
lowing, until  July  i,  1913,  he  was  resident 
physician  in  the  General  Hospital  at  McKees- 
port.  Pa.,  and  subsequently  practiced  at  Sheak- 
leyyille,  Mercer  county,  until  September,  1914, 
since  when  he  has  been  located  at  Wesley 
( Mechanics ville),  in  Irwin  township,  Venango 
county.  His  field  is  an  extensive  one,  there 
being  no  other  physician  within  six  miles,  but 
he  has  managed  to  care  for  his  patients  very 
satisfactorily,  and  he  has  acquired  a  patron- 
age which  keeps  him  well  occupied.  He  be- 
longs to  the  standard  associations,  the  Ve- 
nango County  Medical  Society  and  the  Penn^ 
sylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  also  main- 
tains his  affiliation  with  the  Omega  Upsilon 
Phi  medical  fraternity,  as  well  as  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  at  Henderson.  By  way  of  recreation  Dr. 
Perrine  enjoys  hunting  and  fishing.  Person- 
ally he  has  gained  creditable  standing,  both  aS 
a  citizen  and  in  his  social  relations. 

On  July  12,  1913,  Dr.  Perrine  was  married 
to  Hilda  Marie  Johnson,  who  comes  from  the 
same  section  where  he  was  reared.  She  was 
graduated  from  the  Franklin  (Pa.)  high 
school  in  1907,  and  taught  school  for  six  years, 
three  years  in  Lake  township,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa., 
and  three  years  in  the  grades  at  McKeesport, 
Pa.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Perrine  have  two  children, 
Virginia,  who  was  bom  Aug.  28,  1915,  and 
Harvey  Eugene,  bom  Sept.  24,  1918. 
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HENRY  C.  TARR,  of  Cherrytree  town- 
ship, has  one  of  the  few  farms  in  his  locality 
still  operated  as  agricultural  properties,  his 
own  exertions  being  devoted  chiefly  to  farm- 
ing, in  which  he  lus  been  highly  successful. 
He  is  a  typical  representative  of  one  of  the 
«  oldest  and  most  respected  families  in  the  town- 
ship, descended  from  George  Tarr,  who  was 
a  native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  of  Ger- 
man parentage.  He  was  an  early  resident  of 
Cherrytree  township,  about  1800  locating  on 
the  farm  later  owned  by  John  L.  Tarr,  his 
home  being  in  that  section  now  included  in 
Oakland  township,  a  short  distance  south  of 
the  village  of  Qierrytree.'  He  immediately 
commenced  clearing  and  improving  the  land, 
building  a  small  log  cabin  which  was  his  home 
for  nearly  forty  years,  until  he  purchased  land 
on  the  road  and  erected  the  larger  and  better 
residence  in  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  dying  April  i,  1845.  He  spent  his 
life  in  farming  and  prospered,  at  one  time 
owning  over  One  thousand  acres  of  land, 
though  he  had  to  face  the  usual  trying  experi- 
ences of  pioneer  life  before  the  region  became 
more  settled.  Game  was  plentiful  when  he 
first  came  here,  but  ordinary  provisions  were 
very  difficult  to  obtain,  and  the  larder  was  so 
reduced  at  one  time  that  he  had  to  dig  up  the 
potatoes  he  had  planted  to  keep  his  family 
from  suffering.  His  family  consisted  of  eig^t 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  two 
of  the  daughters  dying  young.  The  sons  were : 
Matthias,  John  (who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812),  Martin,  Jacob  and  George. 

John  Tarr,  son  of  George,  bom  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania  in  1794,  came  with  his  father 
and  settled  on  the  farm,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  work  all  his  life.  He 
married  Mary  Tuttle,  and  they  had  eleven 
children. 

Martin  Tarr,  another  son  of  the  pioneer, 
bom  Oct.  18,  1799,  died  April  7,  1845,  was  the 
grandfather  of  Henry  C.  Tarr.  He  inherited 
part  of  his  father's  land,  and  his  home  farm 
was  later  owned  by  John  F.  Tarr,  a  son.  He 
married  Margaret  Elizabeth  Ferry,  and  their 
family  consisted  of  nine  children,  four  daugh- 
ters and  fi.ve  sons,  the  sons  beine  George  W., 
John  F.,  Edward  B.,  William  and  Henry  Qay. 
George  W.,  bom  in  March,  1826,  owned  a 
farm  near  the  Franklin  road  in  Cherrytree 
township;  he  married  Adelia  Rose  May  19, 
1850,  and  they  had  a  family  of  seven  children. 
The  only  survivors  of  Martin  Tarr's  family 
are  William  and  Mrs.  George  Ghering,  the 
latter  a  resident  of  Oakland  township,  this 
county. 


Edward  B,  Tarr,  son  of  Martin,  was  bom 
June  21,  1831,  at  the  home  farm  near  the 
village  of  Chenytree,  and  died  June  26,  1903, 
after  a  well  spent  life.  On  Dec.  20,  1855,  he 
married  Nancy  A.  Duncan,  who  was  bom 
Aug.  22,  1833,  and  survived  him,  passing  away 
Feb.  2,  1912.  The  spring  after  their  mar- 
riage this  couple  came  to  the  farm  where  their 
son  Henry  is  now  living,  Mr.  Tarr  having 
secured  fifty  acres  of  timberland,  and  all  he 
had  to  begin  with  was  fifty  dollars  and  an  ox 
team.  But  he  was  strong  and  willing,  and 
he  had  a  wife  as  ambitious  and  enterprising 
as  himself,  and  he  set-out  bravely  in  the  h<q)e 
of  a  success  which  he  realized  splendidly.  He 
was  able  to  add  to  his  original  fifty  acr^  until 
he  had  three  hundred,  of  which  he  placed 
17s  under  cultivation,  developing  one  of  the 
most  productive  tracts  in  the  whole  township. 
It  is  significant  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  few 
farms  there  still  under  profitable  cultivation, 
for  though  a  generation  ago  the  section  had 
its  full  share  of  agricultural  industry  in  the 
county  all  but  one  other  farm  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  have  been  abandoned  en- 
tirely or  in  part,  the  present  yield,  if  any,  pre- 
senting no  comparison  with  that  of  former 
years.  Mr.  Tarr  was  also  one  of  the  leading 
stock  men  of  his  vicinity,  having  a  first-class 
property  in  every  respect.  The  buildings 
which  he  erected  were  fully  up  to  the  best 
local  standards,  the  bam  that  he  put  up  in 
1880  being  doubtless  the  best  in  the  county 
at  that  time ;  it  was  bumed  in  1899.  Most  of 
his  tract  was  oil  territory,  about  225  acres 
having  been  leased  for  production,  and  it  is 
still  yielding  in  profitable  quantities,  the  pres- 
ent output  being  some  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty barrels  a  month  from  thirteen  wells  in 
operation. 

Nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters, 
were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  B.  Tarr: 
Harvey  F.  never  married,  and  lived  on  the 
farm  until  his  death,  July  26,  1914;  James  is 
a  resident  of  Oakland  township;  Henrietta 
is  the  wife  of  John  L.  Wilson,  and  they  live 
on  the  home  farm ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John 
Landau  of  Titusville,  Pa. ;  John  E.  is  engaged 
as  an  oil  operator  and  renner  at  Richmond, 
Cal. ;  Henry  C.  is  mentioned  below;  Jennie 
is  married  to  Albert  Rappold,  of  Pittsburgh 
(she  retains  her  interest  in  the  home  place  with 
her  brother  Henry  and  sister  Henrietta) ; 
George  W.  has  a  farm  near  Titusville,  in 
Cherrytree  township;  Matilda,  who  is  unmar- 
ried, makes  her  home  in  Titusville. 

Henry  C.  Tarr  was  bom  Feb.  19,  1865,  at 
the  site  of  his  prejent  home,  the  house  which 
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he  now  occupies  having  been  built  by  his 
father  in  1877.  It  is  six  miles  south  of  Titus- 
ville.  Here  he  was  reared,  obtaining  a  good 
education  in  the  local  schools,  and  he  has 
found  his  life  work  in  the  care  oif  the  property, 
which  under  his  efficient  management  has  con- 
tinued to  be  valuable  both  as^  agricultural  and 
oil  territory.  He  and  his  sisters  Henrietta 
and  Jennie  retain  ownership  of  the  place,  and 
the  former  resides  there,  assisting  him  in  its 
management.  The  land  is  bountifully  supplied 
with  living  springs,  the  buildings  being  situ- 
ated at  the  largest,  which  flows  with  almost 
enough  force  for  a  mill  stream,  the  fine  water 
supply  being  a  most  advantageous  feature  in 
every  respect.  Mr.  Tarr  has  made  a  specialty 
of  stock  raising  for  a  number  of  years,  keep- 
ing a  large  (]uantity  and  giving  particular  at- 
tention to  this  branch  of  the  work.  Practically 
all  his  time  is  given  to  the  care  of  the  farm, 
with  few  outside  interests.  He  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  is  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  party  and  the  selection  of  good 
men  for  office,  but  takes  no  direct  part  in 
public  affairs. 

JOHN  K.  RIDDLE  is  a  member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  Clinton  township,  Ve- 
nango county,  established  there  since  the  close 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  whose  members  in 
eveiT  generation  have  been  worthy  citizens, 
thrifty  business  men,  public-spirited,  and  ex- 
emplary in  their  personal  relations.  It  is  well 
represented  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 
The  early  history  of  the  family,  including  the 
account  of  Matthew  Riddle,  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  this  section,  and  his  son  John 
Riddle,  grandfather  of  John  K.  Riddle,  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  the 
reader  is  referred  to  that  record. 

Matthew  Riddle  was  bom  May  14,  1814, 
in  Qinton  township,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  mere  boy  when  his  father  died 
he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  good  education. 
He  hauled. logs  with' oxen  for  the  building  on 
the  Riddle  tract  used  as  a  school  and  attended 
there  until  he  completed  the  course,  and  later 
he  was  the  teacher,  also  following  that  profes- 
sion in  other  places,  including  Wilmington. 
He  was  always  a  bookworm,  enjoying  study 
and  mental  recreations,  and  he  became  a  skill- 
ful surveyor,  at  one  time  holding  the  office  of 
county  surveyor.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Moore,  was  bom  June  5, 
1820,  and  was  reared  in  the  township,  where 
both  remained  to  the  close  of  their  lives,  Mr. 
Riddle  dying  Dec.  11,  1881,  Mrs.  Riddle  on 
Aug.  20,  1883.    They  *were  the  parents  of  the 


following  children,  besides  John  K. :  Julia, 
widow  of  John  Donaldson,  now  lives  with  her 
daughters ;  Josiah  R.,  who  was  a  photographer 
and  surveyor,  died  in  Kansas  twenty-one  years 
ago;  Levina  became  the  wife  of  Joshua  Hoff- 
man, and  lived  near  Clintonville,  dying  aged 
sixty-six  or  sixty-seven  years;  Rev.  Clinton, 
who  died  in  Florida,  was  associated  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  throughout  his 
life,  graduated  from  Westminster  College  at 
New  Wilmington,  Pa.,  completed  the  theo- 
logical course  at  the  head  of  his  class,  and  after 
serving  in  New  England  for  some  time  went 
to  Dunbar,  Kans.,  doing  missionary  work  for 
some  years  and  valuable  organization  work 
(he  taught  in  Ohio,  and  being  an  expert  in 
mathematics  was  for  some  time  professor  of 
mathematics  at  Andrews  College,  Newburgh, 
N.  Y.) ;  Marilda  T.,  Mrs.  Crosby,  lives  at 
Loveland,  Colorado. 

John  K.  Riddle  was  bom  Jan.  29,  1848,  in 
Clinton  township,  and  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  there.  Later  he 
took  a  course  in  Westminster  College,  in 
Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  and  he  has  spent  his 
business  life  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  the 
production  of  oil.  He  was  the  only  son  in  the 
family  to  engage  in  farming,  and  his  father 
must  have  recognized  his  aptitude  for  the  call- 
ing early,  for  he  remarked  that  he  had  only 
one  son  to  make  a  farmer  of,  an  opinion  the 
boy  did  not  understand  at  the  time.  For  many 
years  he  dealt  in  produce,  selling  it  at  Fox- 
burg  and  Parker  City.  The  home  farm  came 
into  his  possession  at  his  father's  death,  and 
he  has  carried  forward  the  work  of  improve- 
ment which  his  father  prosecuted  so  capably 
throughout  his  active  years,  now  having  one 
hundred  acres  in  good  arable  condition.  The 
tract  at  present  comprises  118  acres,  with  sub- 
stantial buildings,  the  house  built  in  1867,  the 
large  bam  ten  years  later;  the  latter  has  a 
frontage  of  ninety  feet.  Mr.  Riddle  has  also 
developed  the  oil  upon  his  land.  His  location 
is  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Qintonville, 
and  seven  miles  west  of  the  borough  of  Emlen- 
ton.  Few  citizens  of  the  township  have  done 
more  in  the  public  service,  Mr.  Riddle  having 
achieved  notable  results  during  his  incumbency 
of  the  positions  of  school  director,  road  super- 
visor and  pathmaster  (ten  years).  Though 
most  of  his  family  are  Democrats,  he  has  been 
a  Republican,  being  an  ardent  protectionist. 
His  religious  association  is  with  the  East  Unity 
U.  P.  Church. 

In  1882  Mr.  Riddle  married  Tillie  Shaw, 
daughter  of  David  G.  Shaw,  of  Parker  City, 
Pa.,  who  was  a  helpful  companion  during  the 
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more  than  thirty  years  of  their  married  life, 
all  of  which  was  spent  on  the  farm.  She  was 
an  invalid  for  a  year  before  her  death,  which 
occurred  July  25,  1914.  There  were  no  child- 
ren of  this  union.  On  June  21,  1916,  Mr. 
Riddle  married  (second)  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
(Matthews)  Davis,  widow  of  W.  J.  Davis. 
She  was  originally  from  Scranton,  Pa.,  and 
came  to  the  oil  region  in  1881.  Mrs.  Riddle 
has  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  all  residents 
of  Oil  City,  namely :  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Mergers, 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Lowrie,  Isaac  Matthews  (a  rail- 
road engineer)  and  Edward  (boss  blacksmith 
in  the  machine  works).  Her  first  husband  was 
railroad  master  mechanic  at  Oil  City  under 
the  old  system  and  later  master  mechanic  at 
Foxburg,  Pa.,  and  resided  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
the  last  JEour  years  of  his  life,  d)ring  there  in 
191 1.  She  has  two  sons:  Albert  R.  Davis, 
who  is  enraged  in  the  real  estate  business  at 
Los  Angeles;  and  Elmer  C.  Davis,  an  auto- 
mobile dealer  in  the  same  city.  They  were 
reared  and  educated  in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania. 

FRANK  V.  MALLERY,  a  resident  of  Oil 
City,  is  well  known  all  over  Venango  county, 
as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  this  section  of  the  State,  on 
whose  ticket  he  has  just  been  elected  a  member 
of  the  general  assembly.  Before  his  removal 
to  Oil  City  in  1897  he  had  been  one  of  the 
party's  active  workers  in  Crawford  county. 
Bom  July  29,  .1856,  in  Fairfield  township, 
Crawford  county,  he  is  a  son  of  John  Mallery 
and  grandson  of  Truman  Mallery,  and  of  old 
New  Elngland  stock. 

Truman  Mallery  was  bom  Sept.  19,  1758,  in 
the  town  of  Huntington,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., , 
and  married  Olive  Hubbell,  a  native  of  the 
town  of  Woodberry,  that  county,  bom  April 
22,  1763.  They  Jiad  a  family  of  five  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Except  that  Tmman  Mallery 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  little  is 
known  of  him  and  his  family  prior  to  1818, 
when  they  migrated  from  some  point  on  the 
Westfield  river,  in  Hampshire  county,  Mass., 
to  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  making  the  trip  over- 
land in  a  sled,  with  a  horse  hitched  to  each 
runner.  They  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  out- 
let of  Conneaut  Lake,  in  Crawford  county,  and 
there  made  a  permanent  settlement. 

John  Mallery,  one  of  the  sons  of  Tmman 
arid  Olive  (Hubbell)  Mallery,  was  bom  March 
I,  1808,  in  the  town  of  Montgomery,  Hampden 
Co.,  Mass.,  and  passed  the  first  ten  years  of  his 
life  on  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Westfield 
river.    After  the  family  removed  to  Pennsyl- 


vania he  attended  the  pioneer  sdiools,  which  in 
their  lack  of  conveniences  were  typical  of  the 
discomforts  which  the  early  settlers  endured, 
having  neither  windows  nor  desks.  The  pupils 
were  seated  on  benches  made  of  slabs,  and 
their  principal  textbooks  were  DayboU's 
Arithmetic  and  the  Bible  for  a  reader.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father, 
and  in  his  early  years  also  transported  lumber 
down  the  river  to  Pittsburgh,  boating  supplies 
on  the  way  back.  Eventually  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Fairfield  town- 
ship, Crawford  county,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death  in  1887.  In  addition  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  this  property  he  owned  and 
operated  an  old  time  water  sawmill,  and  later 
a  steam  sawmill.  He  was  a  man  of  active 
temperament  and  energetic  mind,  interested  in 
all  that  concemed  the  general  welfare,  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  director,  to 
which  offices  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  was  a  member  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  in  which  he  filled  the  position 
of  elder  for  several  years.  He  had  originally 
been  a  Democrat  in  politics,  up  to  the  time  of 
Andrew  Jackson's  administration,  and  subse- 
quently affiliated  with  the  Republicans.  Per- 
sonally, he  was  charitable  to  his  own  injury, 
sociable  with  all  classes  and  creeds,  and  never 
quarrelsome,  preferring  to  be  struck  rather 
than  to  strike.  He  was  an  expert  swimmer, 
and  extricated  the  bodies  of  John  Porter,  of 
Meadville,  and  John  Thatcher,  of  Dutch  Hill, 
from  French  creek  when  they  were  nearly 
drowned. 

On  Jan.  31,  1839,  ]ohn  Mallery  married 
Jane  Thatcher,  who  was  bom  in  181 7  some- 
where east  of  the  mountains  in  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Thatcher,  and  ten 
children  were  bom  to  them,  as  follows: 
Nancy  (now  deceased)  married  Jack  Vaughn; 
Laura  is  the  widow  of  Harrison  Marshall; 
Polly  married  Matthew  Snodgrass;  Sarah 
Jane  is  unmarried;  William  is  a  resident  of 
Fairfield  township,  Crawford  county;  George 
Washington  is  living  in  Calif omia;  Joseph 
Marion  is  a  resident  of  Warren  county ;  Emma 
died  in  infancy ;  Frank  V.  is  next  in  the  family; 
Ella  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Wayne  Barber. 

Frank  V.  Mallery  passed  his  childhood  and 
youth  on  his  father's  farm,  attending  the  dis- 
trict and  select  schools  of  the  vicinity,  and 
later  had  the  privilege  of  attending  Edinboro 
Normal  School  for  two  terms  and  one  at 
Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pa.,  taking  gen- 
eral studies.  Meantime  he  had  been  helping 
his  father  on  the  farm  and  at  the  mill,  and 
he    subsequently   taught    country   school    for 
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twelve  terms.  After  his  marriage  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  country  store  four  years,  until  he 
took  up  the  profession  of  surveying  under  H. 
B.  Beatty,  of  Saegerstown,  Crawford  county, 
where  he  remained  until  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  National  Transit  Company  at  Oil  City 
in  1896.  In  1897  ^^  transferred  to  the  South 
Penn  Oil  Company,  and  eight  or  ten  years  ago 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  Natural  Gas 
Company,  with  which  he  is  still  connected. 

Mr.  Mallery.has  always  taken  a  sincere  in- 
terest in  public  aflfairs,  and  has  borne  a  good 
citizen's  part  in  the  administration  of  the  local 
government  wherever  he  has  resided.  For 
twelve  years  he  filled  the  position  of  county 
surveyor  in  Crawford  county,  was  school 
director  at  Saegerstown  one  term  (in.  1894), 
and  since  coming  to  Oil  City  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  select  council.  He  has  always  been 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  as  the  candidate  of 
his  party  for  the  State  legislature  from  Ven- 
SLiigo  county  was  elected  a  member  of  that 
body  by  a  large  majority  in  November,  1918. 
Fraternally  he  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  since 
1892,  and  he  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Oil  City,  being 
at  present  a  member  of  the  session. 

On  Sept.  22,  1880,  Mr.  Mallery  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Greenwood  township,  Craw- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  with  Nora  Smock,  a  native  of 
that  township,  bom  Jan.  18,  i860,  daughter 
of  G.  W.  and  Maryetta  Smock,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children :  F.  LeRoy,  bom  Aug.  19,  1881, 
who  was  married  Nov.  27,  1909,  to  Carlotta  S. 
Leckey ;  Georgie  Belle,  bora  Jan.  3.  1888,  who 
was  married  Oct.  11,  191 1,  to  Rev.  Luke 
Stuart;  and  Maryetta,  bom  April  8,  1898,  who 
died  Jan.  21,  1900. 

ROBERT  L.  SATTERWHITE,  of  Frank- 
lin,  is  a  man  of  many  interests,  whose  broad 
character  and  variety  aflford  a  reliable  measure 
of  his  intellectual  versatility  and  personal 
make-up.  He  has  been  identifi^ed  with  so 
many  phases  of  the  life  of  his  adopted  city 
that  he  well  deserves  to  be  called  a  represen- 
tative citizen  in  the  best  sense.  His  activities 
have  been  utilized  in  the  promotion  of  its  civic 
welfare,  material  conditions  and  social  insti- 
tutions, and  few  of  its  residents  in  any  of  the 
walks  of  life  are  better  known.  He  has  made 
his  home  in  Franklin  since  1901. 

Mr.  Satterwhite  was  bora  in  1865  at  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  where  he  was  reared,  receiving  a 
public  school  education  there.  He  came  to 
Pennsylvania  thirty  years  ago  and  to  Frank- 
lin in  1901,  since  when  he  has  been  with  the 


concern  now  known  as  the  General  Manifold 
&  Printing  Company.  When  he  entered  that 
employ  on  his  arrival  here,  as  a  compositor, 
it  was  the  General  Manifold  Company.  His 
services  have  been  sufficiently  valuable  to  win 
him  steady  promotion,  and  he  is  now  assistant 
general  manager,  with  responsible  duties  for 
which  he  has  proved  himself  eminently  qual- 
ified. Holding  high  ideals  of  citizenship  and 
strict  standards  concerning  the  administration 
of  public  affairs,  he  has  tried  to  live  up  to  the 
obligations  imposed  by  his  principles,  bearing 
a  helpful  part  in  all  good  movements.  Offi- 
cially he  served  two  years  on  the  water  board 
of  the  city,  with  a  record  creditable  to  himself 
and  that  body,  and  in  the  November  election 
of  1917  he  was  chosen  to  serve  in  the  city 
council.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Franklin  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  prominent  in  the  membership  of 
leading  social  organizations,  belonging  to  the 
Washington  Club  of  Franklin,  the  Young 
Men's  Republican  Tariff  Club  of  Pittsburgh, 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  B.  P.  O.  Elks  and  Royal  Ar- 
canmn  lodges  at  Franklin,  and  the  Masonic 
frateraity.  In  the  latter  connection  his  affili- 
ations are  with  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  .'^16,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  the  chapter,  council  and  commandery 
at  Franklin;  the  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Oil 
City;  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S., 
of  Erie,  Pa. ;  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star 
at  Franklin  and  the  Past  Regents*  Association 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  1886  Mr.  Satterwhite  was  married  to  Ida 
M.  Terrell,  of  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Mrs.  George  E.  Parker, 
of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Robert  L.,  Jr.,  now  an 
ensign  in  the  Naval  Flying  Corps,  located  at 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

JOHN  L.  BRACKEN  was  born  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Columbus,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  8, 
1868.  After  attending  the  borough  school  and 
following  various  occupations  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  a  country  boy — working  in  a  coun- 
try store,  farm  work,  etc.,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  American  Express  Co.,  and  was 
sent  to  Oil  City  as  agent  for  that  company  in 
1893.  In  1898  he  entered  the  employ  of  Corn- 
wall &  Reed,  brokers,  as  cashier,  continuing 
in  this  position  until  Feb.  15,  191 7,  when  he 
became  manaerer  for  Logan  &  Bryan,  to  whom 
Cornwall  &  Reed  transferred  their  business. 

In  1Q06  Mr.  Bracken  was  instrumental  in 
organizing,  and  is  still  a  director  of,  the  Home 
Savings  &  Loan  Association  of  Oil  City,  one 
of  the  most  successful  building  and  loan  as- 
sociations ever  chartered  in   Pennsylvania. 
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Mr.  Bracken  was  married  in  Oil  City,  in 
October,  1894,  to  Jean  Merritt.  They  have 
two  children,  Lloyd  M.  Bracken,  of  the  Naval 
Flying  Corps,  and  Gertrude  E.  Bracken,  a 
student  at  Ogontz. 

Mr.  Bracken  is  a  member  of  the  Venango 
Club,  Wanango  Country  Club  and  Oil  City 
Boat  Club. 

GEORGE  T.  SPETTIGUE  was  until  his 
retirement  a  few  years  ago  superintendent  for 
the  United  Natural  Gas  Company  at  Oil  City, 
and  in  that  capacity  supervised  practically  all 
the  local  developments  of  gas  territory  made 
by  the  company  during  his  incumbency.  He 
is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  gas  fields  in 
this  section,  and  his  counsel  and  services  were 
highly  valued,  as  an  association  of  over  thirty 
years  with  one  concern  would  indicate. 

Mr.  Spettigue  was  bom  Oct.  13,  1840,  in  a 
'log  house  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England,  was 
engaged  in  milling  while  in  his  native  land,  but 
lived  on  a  farm  and  followed  agriculture  after 
settling  in  Wayne  county.  Pa.,  developing  a 
good  property  from  its  primitive  state.  It  is  still 
owned  in  the  family.  He  also  followed  lum- 
bering, and  by  diligence  in  all  his  undertakings 
prospered.  George  T.  is  the  eldest  of  the  three 
surviving  sons  of  his  second  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  which  time 
he  also  had  one  son  and  one  daughter.  His 
second  wife  was  a  native  of  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land. Of  her  three  living  sons  Charles  Wes- 
ley and  Olaf  M..  are  residents  of  Honesdale, 
Pa.,  the  latter  in  business  as  a  hardware  mer- 
chant. The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years. 

George  T.  Spettigue  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Wayne  county,  living  on  the  farm  un- 
til his  enlistment,  in  September,  1862,  in  the 
17th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  Regiment,  at  the 
time  of  its  organization  under  Colonel  Kellogg, 
a  regular  arm^  man.  His  service  covered  the 
rest  of  the  Civil  war,  and  included  a  variety 
of  experiences  and  some  narrow  escapes.  His 
regiment  was  attached  to  the  2d  Brigade,  ist 
Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  serving  under 
General  Devens,  and  it  has  been  a  question 
whether  it  or  the  8th  Illinois  had  the  honor 
of  opening  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Except 
for  a  few  months  in  hospital  Mr.  Spettigue 
took  part  in  all  the  activities  of  his  regiment, 
including  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Kilpat- 
rick's  raid  on  Richmond  and  all  the  leading 
movements  of  the  spring  of  1865.  At  Five 
Forks  his  captain  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
as   Mr.    Spettigue   was  given  charge  of   the 


body  he  did  not  get  to  Appomattox  with  the 
regiment.  After  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va., 
in  the  summer  of  1864,  the  regiment  was  left 
there  while  the  main  army  proceeded  up  the 
valley.  Mr.  Spettigue  was  called  to  headquar- 
ters in  Winchester  with  three  other  men,  of 
whom  he  had  charge,  and  handed  a  package 
of  messages  for  General  Sheridan  (under 
whom  he  served  in  the  army  of  the  PotCMnac), 
without  any  specific  instructions  as  to  where 
the  General  might  be.  He  started  at  three 
o'clock  and  reached  the  General  that  night, 
camped  overnight  and  returned  in  the  momr 
ing.  At  various  times  he  was  sent  out  with 
small  parties,  once  with  a  detail  of  sixteen 
men  as  bodyguard  as  officers  of  the  war  de- 
partment. He  has  always  regarded  lys  army 
experience  as  a  valuable  training,  and  has 
kept  up  militasy  associations  through  an  active 
membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.  He  Yvsls  attended 
a  number  of  the  national  encampments  of  that 
body. 

When  relieved  from  military  duties  Mr. 
Spettigue  went  into  the  timber  district  in  New 
York  State  and  spent  some  years  in  sawmill 
work,  learning  the  details  of  lumber  produc- 
tion. Then  he  came  to  Elk  county.  Pa.,  to 
engage  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  with  a 
local  company,  and  was  afterward  with  a  sim- 
ilar concern  in  Indiana  county,  this  State,  where 
he  had  charge  of  a  sawmill  cutting  out  bot- 
toms for  coal  barges,  shipped  to  Pittsburgh. 
When  oil  was  discovered  in  Butler  county  the 
excitement  drew  him  to  that  territory,  and 
later  he  went  to  Clarion  county  when  the  oil 
fields  there  were  opened,  making  his  first  ven- 
ture as  an  oil  operator  at  Big  Falls,  on  the 
Clarion  river,  near  Foxburg,  in  1876.  He  de- 
veloped several  wells,  and  had  a  fair  enough 
yield,  but  the  opening  of  the  Bullion  fields  in 
Venango  county  brought  down  the  price  and 
made  production  unprofitable.  After  that  he 
went  to  the  Bradford  oil  fields,  where  he 
worked  at  tool  dressing,  drilling,  etc.,  and 
when  the  Allegany  county  (N.  Y.)  territory 
development  began  he  found  employment 
there,  remaining  until  the  opening  of  the 
famous  Cherry  Grove  (Warren  county,  Pa) 
field,  to  which  he  transferred.  The  lat- 
ter worked  out  speedily,  however,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1883,  he  came  to  Venango  county,  the 
company  by  which  he  was  then  engaged  send- 
ing him  here  to  open  up  wells  for  them.  At 
that  time  the  Oil  City  Fuel  Supply  Company 
was  formed  and  he  was  given  charge  of  the  Oil 
City  plant,  also  superintending  the  production 
of  natural  gas  in  the  field,  principally  in  the 
famous  Speechley  field,  whose  center  is  some 
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six  miles  southeast  of  Oil  City.  The  discovery 
of  this  riph  gas  territory  and  the  comprehen- 
sion of  its  possibilities  inaugurated  a  revolu- 
tion in  oil  and  gas  methods  in  this  locality.  Mr. 
Spcttigue  has  the  credit  of  packing  the  first 
great  well  opened  in  that  remarkable  field, 
which  penetrated  the  rich  formation  known  as 
the  Speechley  sand,  which  lies  some  nine  hun- 
dred feet  deeper  than  the  oil  bearing  strata. 
He  continued  with  the  Fuel  Supply  Company 
and  its  successor,  the  United  Natural  Gas  Com- 
pany, for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  in  the 
course  of  which  time  he  had  many  men  under 
his  direction,  giving  all  his  attention  to  the  Oil 
City  plant  and  the  surrounding  gas  fields 
owned  by  this  Company  during  this  period, 
performing  the  duties  now  assigned  to  the 
general  superintendent.  Upon  his  retirement, 
in  April,  1916,  he  was  assi^ed  a  handsome 
annuity  in  recognition  of  his  long  and  val- 
uable services.  Mr.  Spettigue  has  not 
participated  in  public  affairs  in  any  way,  though 
he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  their  efficient 
administration  and  always  endeavors  to  choose 
good  men  for  office.  Mr.  Spettigue  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M.; 
Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot 
Commandery,  No.  43,  K.  T.,  of  which  body  he 
is  past  eminent  commander;  Venango  Lodge 
of  Perfection,  and  Pittsburgh  Consistory, 
thirty-second  d^ree;  also  Zem  Zem  Temple, 
A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  at  Erie,  Pa.  His  religious 
membership  is  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

On  Nov.  21,  1900,  Mr.  Spcttigue  was  mar- 
ried, at  his  present  home,  on  West  Front  street. 
Oil  City,  to  Neva  L  Edgerly,  daughter  of  Ly- 
man and  Adeline  Edgerly,  and  they  have  one 
son,  George  T.,  Jr.,  bom  Nov.  9,  1901,  now  a 
high  school  student.  Mrs.  Spettigue  is  well 
known  in  Oil  City  in  church  and  social  circles, 
and  being  a  capable  and  ready  speaker  is  fre- 
quently heard  at  local  meetings  on  subjects 
of  live  interest.  Her  father,  the  late  Lyman 
Edgerly,  came  to  Oil  City  in  1883,  and  died 
there  Aug.  9,  1900.  He  came  from  the  East, 
had  served  through  the  Civil  war,  and  like 
Mr.  Spettigue  had  been  engaged  in  lumbering 
and  oil  operations  prior  to  his  location  at  Oil 
City,  where  he  too  was  associated  with  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company  from  1883,  also 
in  the  capacity  of  local  superintendent  of  South 
Oil  City.  Mr.  Edgerly  and  Mr.  Spettigue  be- 
came acquainted  at  Oil  City,  and  were  fast 
friends  until  the  former's  decease. 

CHARLES  B.  REEVES,  of  Franklin,  has 
had  an  active  career,  well  filled  by  a  variety  of 
interests  which  have  kept  him  in  close  touch 


with  the  affairs  of  his  day.  In  business  he  has 
shown  versatile  ability,  having  had  a  long  and 
successful  experience  as  a  contractor  before 
he  became  interested  in  oil  production,  to 
which  he  is  now  devoted ;  and  he  has  broad- 
ened his  associations  with  the  community  in 
general  by  helpful  participation  in  its  public 
concerns  and  social  matters,  forming  connec- 
tions mutually  agreeable  which  have  brought 
him  friendship  and  esteem  among  a  large  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances.  Work  and  its  rewards, 
and  a  reasonable  share  of  recreation,  have 
combined  to  make  his  life  satisfactory  in  a  ma- 
terial sense  and  pleasant  in  its  personal  rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  Reeves  belongs  to  a  family  of  English 
origin  whose  first  representatives  in  America, 
three  brothers,  came  to  this  country  from  their 
native  land  to  escape  religious  persecution,  in 
1754,  settling  first  in  New  Jersey.  Both  his 
parents  and  grandparents  were  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  His  grandfather  lived  and 
died  in  New  Jersey,  and  during  the  war  of 
1812  he  took  contracts  for  getting  out  timber 
for  building  ships  on  the  Delaware. 

Edwin  N.  Reeves,  father  of  Charles  B. 
Reeves,  was  bom  at  Mount  Holly,  N.  J.,  and 
passed  his  early  life  in  that  State.  For  some 
years  he  made  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
where  he  was  very  active  in  the  Union  cause 
during  the  Civil  war,  organizing  the  famous 
Bucktail  Company,  serving  as  first  lieutenant 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Riflemen  of  Philadelphia, 
and  also  acting  as  drillmaster.  When  the  war 
closed  he  brought  his  family  to  Franklin,  Ve- 
nango county,  in  April,  1865,  remaining  there 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  plastering  contractor,  and  followed 
that  line  at  Franklin  for  many  years  with 
steady  success.  He  married  Eliza  Stannard 
and  his  children  were  as  follows :  George  W., 
deceased,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war ;  Ed- 
win N.,  deceased,  was  also  a  Civil  war  soldier ; 
Charles  B.  is  next  in  the  family;  Tillie  is  the 
wife  of  John  C.  Hazlette,  of  Franklin.  Pa.; 
Fannie  is  the  wife  of  M.  P.  Heasley,  of  Frank- 
lin ;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Col.  J.  Seigf rey,  of 
Warren,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  B.  Reeves  was  bom  in  Philadelphia 
May  2j,  1847,  ^^d  there  received  his  educa- 
tion. In  youth  he  learned  his  father's  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued  to  follow  for  many 
years,  principally  as  a  contractor,  with  a  per- 
centage of  important  work  which  testified  to 
his  trustworthiness  and  thorough  knowledge 
of  his  calling:.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  estab- 
lished in  Pittsburgh,  and  for  ten  years  at 
Clintonville,   this  county,   in  those  places  as 
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well  as  at  Franklin  commanding  a  class  of  pat- 
ronage in  itself  a  credit  to  his  ability.  As 
stucco  work  came  into  more  general  use  he  did 
considerable  in  that  branch,  taking  contracts 
principally  for  the  higher  grades  of  work.  His 
last  undertakings  of  this  nature  were  the  court- 
house and  high  school  at  Franklin.  It  was  five 
years  ago  that  Mr.  Reeves  turned  his  energies 
into  a  new  channel,  and  he  has  since  been 
profitably  engaged  in  oil  production.  His  oper- 
ations have  been  conducted  on  a  valuable  tract 
of  leased  land  in  Irwin  township,  near  the 
Clinton  township  line,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  upon  which  he  now  has  twenty  producing 
wells,  with  drilling  goin^^  on  as  his  judgment 
dictates  and  the  conditions  of  the  business 
make  further  development  feasible.  Mr. 
Reeves  is  the  sole  owner  of  the  lease,  which 
has  proved  valuable  as  far  as  exploited,  with 
ample  promise  of  future  yields  which  will 
well  repay  an  extension  of  operations. 

In  1873  Mr-  Reeves  was  married  to  Ruth 
M.  Canan,  daughter  of  Robert  Canan,  and 
they  make  their  home  at  No.  1209  Franklin 
avenue,  Franklin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeves  had 
one  daughter,  Maud,  who  married  Charles  H. 
Greer  and  died  November  5,  1916.  Mr.  Reeves 
affiliates  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Knights 
of  Malta,  and  with  his  wife  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Church.  He  was  par- 
ticularly active  in  church  work  during  their 
residence  at  Clintonville,  and  has  always  sup- 
ported religious  enterprises  with  his  means 
and  influence. 

CLAUDE  V.  DIBBLE,  of  Oil  City,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  oil  operators  of  Venango  county 
still  in  active  business,  and  he  has  also  been 
well  known  through  his  loyal  public  services, 
having  been  one  of  the  valued  officials  of  the 
city  for  a  number  of  years.  His  intelligent 
interest  in  matters  affecting  the  general  good, 
and  proved  ability  in  the  solution  of  municipal 
problems,  has  enabled  him  to  take  a  useful 
part  in  the  administration  of  local  affairs  as 
well  as  in  the  material  and  social  development 
of  this  section.  Mr.  Dibble  is  a  native  of  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania,  bom  near  Titusville, 
in  Crawford  county,  April  4,  1845,  son  of  Eli 
Dibble,  who  settled  in  that  county  in  pioneer 
days  and  operated  a  carding  mill,  being  a 
clothier  by  occupation.  In  185 1  he  moved  to 
Warren  county,  where  his  death  occurred.  He 
was  bom  in  New  York  State. 

Claude  V.  Dibble  was  reared  in  western 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  the  ordinary  edu- 
cational advantages  enjoyed  by  boys  of  the 
time.    He  was  a  youth  during  the  inception 


and  spread  of  the  oil  excitement  in  this  region, 
and  having  been  born  within  a  mile  of  the 
famous  Drake  well,  was  naturally  interested 
from  the  beginning.  As  a  young  man  he  fol- 
lowed teaming  in  the  Oil  Creek  section,  and 
began  drilling  for  oil  on  his  own  account  in 
1868,  from  which  time  to  the  present  he  has 
had  oil  properties  and  engaged  in  production. 
His  first  location  was  at  Bredinsburg,  in 
Cranberry  township,  Venango  county,  where 
he  purchased  an  oil  lease,  continuing  produc- 
tion work  in  that  section  for  twenty-five  years. 
His  present  local  interests  are  in  Sugarcreek 
township,  where  he  has  valuable  holdings,  and 
he  also  has  investments  in  Oklahoma,  having 
stock  in  more  than  one  company  in  that  State. 

It  was  in  1893  that  Mr.  Dibble  estabHshed 
his  home  in  Oil  City,  building  the  residence 
at  No.  1029  West  First  street,  on  the  south 
side,  which  he  still  occupies.  When  that  por- 
tion of  the  present  city  was  organized  as  West 
End  borough  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
movement,  and  for  many  years  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  serving  three  years  as  burgess, 
eight  years  as  school  director  and  six  years 
as  register  assessor.  The  borough  of  West 
End  is  now  incorporated  with  Oil  City.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Cranberry  township  Mr. 
Dibble  was  also  called  upon  for  public  service^ 
holding  the  positions  of  register  assessor  and 
tax  collector.  He  has  been  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  in  this 
locality,  and  an  officer  of  that  fraternity  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years. 

On  June  4,  1873,  Mr.  Dibble  was  married 
in  \''enango  county  to  Cora  A.  Smith,  of  Corry, 
Pa.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Foster  W. 
and  Myra  B.,  the  son  now  engaged  in  the  oil 
business  in  Oklahoma.  The  daughter  is  a 
trained  nurse,  a  graduate  of  the  Children's 
Hospital  at  Pittsburgh,  and  has  taken  a  post- 
graduate course  in  the  Children's  Hospital 
in  New  York  City.    She  resides  at  home. 

PHILIP  GROSSMAN,  late  of  Franklin, 
was  a  business  man  of  that  city  for  over  half 
a  century  and  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  men  both  in  that  capacity  and  as  a  pri- 
vate citizen.  Of  social  disposition  and  habits, 
he  formed  an  extensive  acquaintanceship  in 
the  various  relations  of  life,  particularly 
among  local  fraternal  bodies,  but  he  was  no- 
where more  appreciated  than  among  his  every- 
day associates,  those  who  in  familiar  contact 
had  the  best  opportunity  for  judging  his  na- 
ture and  the  sincerity  of  his  good  intentions 
toward  others. 

Mr.  Grossman  was  a  native  of  Wurtcmberg, 
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Germany,  and  was  but  a  boy  when  his  parents, 
John  F.  and  Christina  (Fass)  Grossman,  came 
to  America,  in  1850.  The  father  had  been  a 
lumber  inspector  in  the  old  country,  and  after 
settling  here  followed  farming,  buying  a  tract 
of  fifty-five  acres  in  Allegheny  county.  Pa., 
three  miles  south  of  Pittsburgh.  He  died  there 
in  i860,  and  the  mother  continued  to  live  there 
until  her  death,  in  1885.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing family:  Philip,  Philippina,  John,  Wil- 
liam, Minnie,  Christiana  and  Caroline. 

Philip  Grossman  learned  the  trade  of  baker 
in  his  youth,  and  after  a  varied  experience 
as  a  journeyman  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try came  to  Franklin  in  1861,  starting  the  first 
bakery  in  the  town.  It  was  located  on  Twelfth 
street,  near  Buffalo.  He  sold  the  business  in 
August  of  the  same  year,  and  moving  to  Rynd 
Farm,  on  Oil  creek,  became  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising for  the  next  few  years.  When  his 
father-in-law,  John  Minich,  died  in  1865,  he 
returned  to  Franklin  and  purchased  the  Min- 
ich brewery  at  South  Park  and  Otter  streets, 
conducting  it  for  the  thirty  years  succeeding. 
In  1895  Mr.  Grossman  discontinued  brewing 
and  converted  the  plant  to  its  present  use,  the 
manufacture  and  bottling  of  carbonated  bev- 
erages and  soft  drinks,  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness until  his  death.  His  excellent  judgment 
and  observation  enabled  him  to  master  the 
marketing  as  well  as  the  manufacturing  end 
of  his  trade,  so  that  the  patronage  was  soli- 
cited systematically  and  built  up  solidly,  gain- 
ing steadily  throughout  all  these  years  as  a 
result  of  lo^cal  business  methods.  Mr.  Gross- 
man gave  his  customers  the  best  goods  and  the 
best  service  possible,  and  he  was  well  repaid 
for  his  efforts  to  treat  them  satisfactorily  by 
their  loyalty  and  the  cordiality  which  marked 
their  relations.  For  some  years  he  also  con- 
ducted a  restaurant  in  the  city,  but  gave  it  up 
in  1900. 

Mr.  Grossman  became  naturalized  at 
Pittsburgh,  when  a  young  man,  and  though  he 
did  not  take  any  part  in  public  affairs  he  was 
interested  in  matters  affecting  the  general 
welfare  and  in  the  political  status  of  the  com- 
try.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  opinion.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  27, 
191 7,  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  Odd  Fellows 
in  Franklin  (with  over  fifty  years  member- 
ship to  his  credit),  where  he  had  been  quite 
prominent  in  the  fraternity,  having  passed  all 
the  chairs  in  his  lodge.  He  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  both  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men 
and  Daughters  of  Pocahontas  at  Franklin. 

On  Feb.   13,   1862.  Mr.  Grossman  married 


Josephine  Minich,  daughter  of  John  Minich, 
and  she  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  passing 
away  Sept.  14,  1915.  They  are  buried  in  the 
Franklin  cemetery.  They  celebrated  their  Gold- 
en Wedding  anniversary  in  191 2.  Of  their  six 
children,  John  F.,  who  married  Cora  Eckert, 
died  in  Pittsburgh  in  1898;  Edward  F.,  who 
married  Tillie  Arthurs,  lives  at  Pittsburgh; 
Louisa  is  residing  in  Franklin;  Joseph  P., 
who  married  Susan  Curry,  is  a  foreman  in  the 
Eclipse  plant  at  Franklin,  Pa.;  Victoria  and 
Philip  J.  are  now  conducting  the  business  at 
Franklin  established  by  their  father.  The  fam- 
ily are  Lutherans  in  religious  connection. 

Philip  J.  Grossman  was  bom  Aug.  2,  1874, 
at  Franklin,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
Throughout  his  business  life  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  bottling  trade  and 
is  entirely  competent  to  continue  it  along  the 
lines  which  thus  far  have  yielded  such  good 
results.  The  plant  is  thoroughly  modem  in 
equipment  and  sanitation,  and  the  output  is  a 
popular  line  among  local  tradesmen,  the  Gross- 
mans  having  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  trade  in  this  territory.  Philip  J.  Grossman 
is  well  known  among  f  ratemal  bodies  in  Frank- 
lin, holding  membership  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose. 

John  Minich,  father  of  Mrs.  Philip  Gross^ 
man,  was  bom  in  Alsace,  then  a  French  prov- 
ince, learned  the  trade  of  architect  and  builder, 
and  came  to  America  in  1848.  Locating  at 
Fr>'burg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  he  did  not  go  into 
his  former  occupation,  but  engaged  in  the  brew- 
ing business,  erecting  a  brewery  there  which  he 
operated  until  1858.  In  the  latter  year  he  re- 
moved to  Cranberry  township.  Venango  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  built  the  first  brewery  in  the 
county,  manufacturing  the  first  beer  made  here. 
In  connection  with  the  original  plant  he  also 
built  and  operated  a  distillery.  In  1861  he  re- 
moved to  Franklin  and  established  himself  in 
the  brewery  business  at  the  comer  of  Otter 
and  South  Park  streets,  continuing  there  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  had  built  a  cave  in  Sugar- 
creek  township,  opposite  the  South  Park  street 
bridge,  over  French  creek,  for  storing  his  beer, 
and  he  was  drowned  while  crossing  the  creek. 
April  12.  1865.  The  business  was  continued  by 
his  son-in-law,  Philip  Grossman,  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Minich  was  a  Democrat,  and  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  fratemity.  In 
1840  he  married  Maria  Steiner,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  they  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Josephine,  who  married  Philip 
Grossman:  Joseph,  who  settled  at  Bradford, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


780 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Pa. ;  John,  of  Kansas ;  Aaron ;  Mary,  wife  of 
Peter  Hauk,  of  Meadville,  and  Edward.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  1879. 

GUSTAV  FREDERICK  ROESS,  of  Oil 
City,  civil  engineer,  has  followed  his  profes- 
sion along  the  broad  lines  now  recognized  as 
essential  by  those  men  who  have  caught  the 
spirit  of  modem  progress.  Bom  June  10, 
1867,  in  Allegheny  City  (now  part  of  Pitts- 
burgh), Pa.,  son  of  Christian  and  Julianne 
(Krauthause)  Roess,  he  was  about  a  year  old 
when  brought  to  Oil  City,  where  his  early 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools. 
On  completing  the  hi^h  school  course  he  re- 
ceived a  certificate  which  entitled  him  to  enter 
Cornell  University,  and  he  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  the  class  of  1890  as  a  civil 
enrineer. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  Mr.  Roess 
entered  the  employ  of  the  transportation  com- 
panies of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  as  as- 
sistant civil  engineer,  being  engap;^ea  as  as- 
sistant engineer  on  various  pipe  lines  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  until  1899.  I"  that 
year  he  was  elected  city  engineer  of  Oil  City, 
and  served  two  successive  three-year  terms, 
on  his  retirement  from  that  office  tuming  to 
contract  work  and  the  sand  business,  which  he 
followed  for  two  years.  In  March,  1907,  he 
joined  the  Gulf  Refining  Company  as  superin- 
tendent of  construction,  building  pumping  sta- 
tions in  Oklahoma  and  Texas  until  October, 
when  he  retumed  home  on  account  of  his 
father's  death,  and  having  been  reelected  city 
engineer  that  year  served  another  two  terms. 
As  the  incumbent  of  that  position  for  twelve 
years,  much  of  the  recent  progress  in  the  line 
of  public  improvements  in  the  city  must  be 
attributed  to  his  influence  and  energy.  Since 
191 3  he  has  been  doing  business  in  partnership 
with  J.  M.  Lesher,  operatinj^  as  Lesher  &  Roess 
until  1914,  when  John  Lesher  became  as- 
sociated with  them  under  the  name  of  Lesher, 
Roess  &  Lesher,  which  has  been  retained  since 
the  latter's  death.  Thev  make  a  specialty  of 
municipal  contract  work,  the  construction  of 
sewers,  paving,  street  car  work,  disposal 
plants,  concrete  road  building,  etc.,  and  in  a 
great  variety  of  occupations  have  acquired  re- 
liable experience  as  to  the  needs  at  any  par- 
ticular point,  as  well  as  the  best  way  of  filling 
them.  Mr.  Roess  is  affiliated  with  the  Engi- 
neers' Society  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  head- 
quarters are  at  Harrisburg;  the  American 
Society  of  Municipal  Iniprovements ;  the  Cor- 
nell Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  New  York 
City,'  and  the   American   Concrete   Institute, 


which  he  helped  to  organize  at  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  in  1906.  He  is  a  member  of  Good  Hope 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Roess  married  Margaret  Dcets,  who 
was  bom  Sept.  3,  1868,  daughter  of  Frank 
Hays  and  Nancy  Catherine  (Ritchey)  Deets, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Gustav  Frederick,  bom  May  8,  1898,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Oil  City  high  school  and  now  a 
freshman  at  Cornell,  talang*  the  course  in 
chemical  engineering;  Robert  William,,  bom 
Nov.  6,  1899,  was  a  junior  in  the  Oil  City  high 
school  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec.  20,  1916; 
Philip  Louis,  bom  April  9,  1901,  and  Joseph 
Randolph,  bom  June  17,  1903,  are  attending 
high  school  in  Oil  City,  as  is  also  the  only 
daughter,  Margaret  Louise,  who  was  bom 
July  30,  1904. 

Mrs.  Roess  was  bom  in  Dempseytown,  in 
Oakland  township,  Venango  county,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  Franklin  high 
school,  and  taught  in  Oil  City.  She  belongs  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Putnam-King  Chapter  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  at  Oil  City,  and 
has  taken  a  helpful  part  in  all  good  movements. 

Joseph  Deets,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Roess, 
married  Margaretta  Hays,  and  they  had  two 
sons,  Frank  Hays  and  John  D.,  the  latter  now 
a  resident  of  Pierre,  S.  Dak.  Frank  Hays 
Deets,  her  father,  was  born  in  1847  ^^  Demp- 
seytown, this  county,  was  educated  in  the 
township  public  schools,  and  was  a  farmer  all 
his  life,  dying  in  1875,  when  yet  a  young  man. 
He  married  Nancy  Catherine  Ritchey,  who 
survived  him  with  two  children,  Margaret 
(Mrs.  Roess)  and  Grace  Alzina,  both  of  Oil 
City,  where  the  mother  also  lives.  She  remar- 
ried, becoming  the  wife  of  John  McDougall, 
now  also  deceased,  who  was  agent  for  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southem  railroad  at 
OU  City,  and  by  whom  she  had  three  children  : 
Helen  M.,  widow  of  Edward  Rhea;  Kenneth ; 
and  Jean,  wife  of  Walter  W.  Flemming,  of 
Wichita,  Kansas. 

Nancy  Catherine  Ritchey,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Roess,  was  bom  June  11.  1848,  at  Dempsey- 
town, Venango  county,  daughter  of  Wflliam 
and  Angeline  (Grove)  Ritchey  and  grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Ritchey.  who  preceded 
his  son  William  to  Venango  county.  Williain 
Ritchey  and  his  wife  were  natives  of  Juniata 
county.  Pa.,  whence  he  made  the  trip  to  Ven- 
angp  county  on  horseback.  He  became  one  of 
the  influential  men  of  his  day  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, where  he  served  many  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  In 
his  younger  days  he  had  taught  school.     Po- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


781 


lidcally  he  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old  school, 
and  in  religion  he  was  a  stanch  Presbyterian, 
serving  for  years  as  elder  in  the  local  church. 
Mr.  Ritchey  was  bom  Jan.  11,1819,  died  May 
22,  1874,  and  is  buried  at  Cherrytree,  Venango 
county ;  his  wife,  bom  Jan.  10,  1825,  died  Jan. 
6,  191 4,  and  is  buried  at  Oil  Gity.  They  were 
the  parents  of.  seven  children :  Eliza  Jane  and 
William  James,  twins,  the  former  the  wife  of 
MaricHi  Batun  Crowther;  Mary  Adelaide,  Mrs. 
Charles  Austin,  of  McClintock,  this  county ;  a 
child  that  died  young;  Nancy  Catherine,  who 
married  Frank  Hays  Deets  and  (second)  John 
McDougall;  Manuel  Austin,  who  married 
Alice  E.  Lamey ;  and  Elmer  E. 

Mrs.  Roess  traces  her  Revolutionary  lineage 
from  Lieut.  Peter  Grove,  who  was  a  ranger  m 
the  Northumberland  and  Cumberland  County 
Militia  during  the  Revolution,  was  renowned 
as  an  Indian  figth^r,  and  was  rewarded  by  the 
government  for  his  valiant  services.  He  was 
drowned  in  the  Susquehanna  in  1802,  while 
serving  in  the  Indian  warfare.  Ten  children 
were  bom  to  his  marriage  with  Sarah  Whit- 
more,  namely:  Elizabeth,  bora  in  1782,  mar- 
riad  Pierson  Welsh;  Polly,  bom  in  1784,  mar- 
ried Peter  Myers;  John,  born  in  1786,  married 
Polly  Welsh;  Jacob,  born  in  1788,  married 
Polly  Bault;  Susan,  bom  in  1790,  married 
James  Haslett;  Peter,  bom  in  1792,  married 
Fannie  Bruce;  George,  bom  in  1794,  married 

iane  Reynolds,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
frs.  Angeline  (Grove)  Ritchiey,  grandmother 
of  Mrs.  Roess;  William,  bom  in  1796,  married 
Martha  McCune;  Sarah,  twin  of  William, 
married  John  Miller;  Fian,  born  in  1798,  mar- 
ried James  Reed.  The  family  were  Presby- 
terians in  religious  doctrine. 

GEORGE  F.  LUPHER  owns  one  of  the 
oldest  improved  farm  properties  in  Canal 
township,  the  larger  part  of  the  tract  settled 
by  his  grandfather  about  a  century  ago  and 
ever  since  cultivated  by  this  family.  Their  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  have  played  an  appreci- 
able part  in  the  material  betterment  of  the  lo- 
cality, while  as  citizens  they  have  been  of  the 
highest  worth,  foremost  in  all  that  pertains  to 
the  social  advancement  of  the  community,  aid- 
ing in  the  establishment  of  churches  and 
schools  and  supporting  all  other  good  works. 

The  Luphers  are  of  German  origin,  Casper 
Lupher  and  his  wife,  the  g^eat-grandparents 
of  George  F.  Lupher,  having  l^en  bom  in 
Germany  and  settlers  in  Perry  county,  Pa. 
Their  son  Jacob  Lupher,  the  grandfather,  was 
bora  in  17&2  in  eastera  Pennsylvania  and 
reared  in  that  section.    Early  in  the  nineteenth 


century  he  came  to  western  Pennsylvania,  lo- 
cating in  Allegheny  county,  his  home  being  at 
Pittsburgh  for  several  years.  IXiring  the  war 
of  1812  he^was  enlisted  as  a  teamster,  and  he 
hauled  supplies  to  Commodore  Perry  at  Erie, 
driving  a  four-horse  team.  The  main  road 
over  which  he  traveled  lay  along  a  ridge  in  its 
course  through  Venango  county,  and  while 
passing  through  he  chose  the  tract  of  land  in 
what  IS  now  Canal  township  (then  Sugar 
Creek)  which  he  purchased  and  settled  upon 
after  the  war,  buying  163  acres  June  29,  1816, 
of  George  Sutley.  He  made  a  settlement  im- 
mediately, near  the  present  site  of  Canal 
Center,  bringing  his  wife  and  two  children,  and 
their  first  home  was  a  rude  cabin,  which  they 
continued  to  occupy  until  he  put  up  a  better 
dwelling  on  the  site  of  the  present  house.  In 
clearing  his  land  to  prepare  it  for  cultivation 
Mr.  Lupher  buraed  up  white  oak  and  sug^r 
maple  timber  then  lightly  valued  because  of  its 
abundance,  and  by  great  industry  he  succeeded 
in  improving  1 10  acres  of  his  tract,  becoming 
one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of^the  township. 
His  last  years  were  spent  on  a  «near-by 
property,  where  he  died  July  24,  1874,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-two,  after  witnessing 
the  development  of  his  section  from  a  sparsely 
settled  state  to  a  rich  and  populous  district. 
At  first  he  had  only  a  few  neighbors,  including 
the  Sutley  family.  Mr.  Lupher  was  a  warm 
friend  and  patron  of  churches  and  schools, 
as  all  the  family  have  been,  the  first  school- 
house  built  in  the  township  by  public  money 
having  been  the  Lupher  school,  erected  in 
1840.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Lupher  were 
among  the  first  members  of  Wesley  Chapel 
M.  E.  Church  (the  names  of  Eliza  and 
Thomas  Lupher  also  appearing  in  the  list), 
and  he  was  its  first  class  leader.  The  congre- 
gation held  its  meetings  in  the  old  Lupher 
schoolhouse  until  1839,  when  a  frame  building 
was  built,  Mr.  Lupher  donating  land  for  the 
church  and  cemetery. 

In  1 81 5  Jacob  Lupher  was  married  in  Pitts- 
burgh to  Martha  Hill,  who  was  of  Irish  de- 
scent, and  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years.  His  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Smith,  died  March  14,  i860.  All  his 
children,  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  were 
born  to  the  ficst  union:  John,  who  was  a 
wagon  maker,  lived  at  Hannaville,  this  county, 
until  he  reached  advanced  age,  when  he  went 
out  to  Montrose,  Colo.,  remainine  there  until 
his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years; 
Andrew,  father  of  George  F.  Lupher,  is  men- 
tioned below ;  Barnett  farmed  in  Canal  town- 
ship, where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
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years,  his  son  Robert  now  occupying  his  old 
farm;  James  Wesley,  who  died  when  forty 
years  old,  was  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  home 
place;  Hiram  went  to  TuUahoma,  Tenn.,  in 
1869,  and  died  in  that  State;  Sylvester  Mc. 
(called  Mack)  was  a  farmer  at  Hannaville, 
this  county,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years;  Jacob  Preston  graduated  from  Alle- 
gheny College,  and  enlisted  from  Minnesota 
for  service  in  the  Union  army,  meeting  his 
death  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Mo.,  in  1861, 
his  first  engagement;  Alfred  Barras  is  now  a 
merchant  at  Chanute,  Kans. ;  Eliza  died  in 
young  womanhood;  Martha  married  Samuel 
Hawthorn  and  first  removed  to  Erie  county, 
this  State,  now  living  on  an  apple  ranch  at 
Hood  River,  Oregon;  Almira  Jane  married 
Charles  Colt,  and  lived  in  Union  City,  Pa., 
where  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
The  men  were  all  Republicans  in  political  senti- 
ment, and  four  of  the  sons  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  Mack,  Barras,  Barnett  and  Preston, 
Mack  and  Barnett  in  the  4th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  the  latter  as  orderly  sergeant ;  Barras 
was  a  corporal  of  the  63d  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. 

Andrew  Lupher  was  born  Feb.  3,  1821,  on 
his  father's  farm  in  what  is  now  Canal  town- 
ship, Venango  county,  and  secured  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  the  property,  where  he  remained 
practically  throughout  life,  dying  there  Nov. 
8,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
youth  was  spent  in  much  the  same  manner  as 
that  of  other  boys  in  the  vicinity,  though  he 
and  his  brothers  never  indulged  much  in  hunt- 
ing, then  a  favorite  pastime  here,  Barras  car- 
ing most  for  such  sport.  He  attended  a  log 
school  located  about  where  the  County  Home 
now  stands,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  home 
through  the  woods,  carrying  his  lunch,  which 
often  consisted  of  cold  buckwheat  cakes, 
stowed  away  in  his  hat.  The  school  had  win- 
dow lights  of  greased  paper,  and  its  other 
appliances  were  equally  primitive,  but  the  in- 
struction was  practical  and  he  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities.  Though  he  started  very 
modestly,  getting  his  first  five  dollars  from  the 
sale  of  a  calf  which  he  had  raised,  he  did  well 
in  his  agricultural  operations,  adding  over 
ninety  acres  to  the  one  hundred  which  he  first 
obtained  and  improving  it  all  systematically. 
The  house  which  his  son  George  now  occupies 
was  built  by  him  in  1878,  and  he  made  a  num- 
ber of  other  permanent  improvements  on  his 
property,  which  he  kept  in  fine  condition,  being 
noted  for  his  thrift.  Like  his  father  he  was  a 
Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Wesley 
Chapel  M.  E.  Church,  which  the  Luphers  have 


supported  from  its  inception.  He  was  always 
ready  to  help  young  men  who  were  ambitious 
and  willing  to  work,  and  several  boys  who 
came  to  work  for  him  were  greatly  encouraged 
by  his  aid  and  counsel.  He  trained  them  care- 
fully, increased  their  wages  from  year  to  year, 
and  showed  his  high  principles  in  all  his  rela- 
tions with  them.  In  1846  Mr.  Lupher  married 
Lila  Foster,  sister  of  the  late  William  Foster 
and  daughter  of  John  and  Isabel  (Beatty) 
Foster;  she  survived  imtil  1899,  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lupher, 
namely:  Ellen,  wife  of  A.  S.  Mawhinney, 
living  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  home  place; 
George  F. ;  Alwilda,  widow  of  Robert  Hasson, 
who  died  Nov.  27,  191 4,  aged  sixty-seven  years 
(she  occupies  her  share  of  the  old  farm)  ;  and 
Henrietta,  married  to  William  Gilliland,  of 
Summit  Station,  Crawford  ^o.,  Pennsylvania. 

George  F.  Lupher  was  bom  Oct.  18,  185 1, 
at  Hannaville,  this  county,  being  two  and  a 
half  years  old  when  his  parents  settled  on  the 
old  Lupher  place.  He  was  educated  at  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and 
brought  up  to  farming  under  the  careful  guid- 
ance of  his  father,  inheriting  part  of  his  land. 
His  100  acres  is  the  same  tract  that  his  father 
began  with,  and  he  bought  twenty  acres  of  it. 
The  location  is  desirable,  one  mile  from  the 
brick  highway,  four  miles  north  of  the  borough 
of  Utica  and  six  miles  northwest  of  Franklin, 
and  he  has  increased  the  attractiveness  of  the 
place  greatly,  rebuilding  the  bam  and  adding 
the  silo,  which  he  found  necessary  after  he 
made  dairying  a  main  feature  of  his  work. 
The  soil  has  been  bettered  by  judicious  liming 
and  fertilizers,  and  Mr.  Lupher  has  the  name 
of  being  one  of  the  most  progressive  farmers 
in  his  locality,  being  an  enthusiastic  member 
of  the  Plum  Grange  and  Pomona,  in  whose 
work  he  takes  an  active  part.  Politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  but  his 
public  services  have  been  in  other  lines  than 
office  holding.  He  is  a  zealous  member  of 
Wesley  Chapel  M.  E.  Church,  and  class  leader. 
During  his  young  manhood  Mr.  Lupher  joined 
the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  serving  five 
years  in  the  17th  Regiment,  which  was  on  duty 
during  the  Pittsburgh  railroad  trouble  in  1877. 

On  Dec.  25,  1877,  Mr.  Lupher  married 
Louesa  E.  McAlevy,  only  sister  of  David  A. 
McAlevy,  of  Jackson  township,  and  daughter 
of  William  and  Matilda  (Mathews)  McAlevy. 
She  was  reared  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
that  brother,  and  extensive  mention  of  her 
family  will  be  found  in  his  sketch.  Mrs. 
Lupher  was  educated  in  the  high  school  at 
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Sunville,  the  best  school  in  the  vicinity,  and 
taught  school  in  Venango  county  for  five 
years,  in  Sugar  Creek,  Plum,  Jackson  and 
Canal  townships.  She  and  her  husband  were 
schoolmates  at  Sunville.  They  have  had  two 
children,  Guy  Hoyt  and  Alice  Naomi,  both  liv- 
ing at  home,  the  son  now  engaged  with  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm. 

Guy  H.  Lupher  had  served  two  years  in  the 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard  before  the  Span- 
ish-American war,  during  which  he  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  service,  going  out  with  Com- 
pany E,  1 6th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  which 
was  sent  to  Porto  Rico  and  took  part  in  the 
first  battle.  From  July  28th  to  Oct.  nth  he 
was  on  duty  in  Porto  Rico,  taking  part  in  a 
skirmish  Aue.  9th,  while  on  scout  service. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  with  the 
regiment,  and  three  years  afterward  joined  the 
Guard,  receiving  his  final  discharge  four  years 
later,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  During  this 
period  he  was  called  out  for  service  in  the  local 
strike  at  Moimt  Carmel.  In  1905  he  went  to 
the  Northwest,  spending  two  years  in  lumber 
work  in  Idaho  before  returning  home. 

HENRY  McCREADY,  late  of  Oil  City, 
was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  that 
place,  well  known  both  in  his  business  associa- 
tions and  in  public  life,  in  which  he  was  ac- 
tive up  to  the  time  of  his  recent  death.  As 
headquarters  of  the  leading  contracting  busi- 
ness of  the  kind  in  this  section  his  office  was 
well  known  among  workmen  and  employers  as 
well,  and  his  numerous  friends  represented 
all  classes  in  the  community,  for  he  enjoyed 
universal  esteem,  and,  to  his  credit,  endeavored 
to  deserve  it. 

Mr.  McCready  was  born  March  27,  1849,  ^t 
Kersey,  Elk  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  July  7,  191 7, 
at  Oil  City,  where  he  had  resided  from  1888. 
Most  of  his  business  experience  was  in  the 
line  of  contracting  and  he  was  engaged  in 
much  important  construction  work  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  Eastern  States.  For  a  time 
he  was  in  partnership  with  John  O'Shea,  in 
company  with  whom  he  carried  out  a  number 
of  large  projects,  including  the  building  of  the 
foundations  for  all  the  pumping  stations  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  between  Oleati,  N.  Y., 
and  Bayonne,  N.  J.  Later  he  served  many 
years  as  foreman  of  the  large  yard  force  of 
the  Oil  City  Tube  Mill,  in  1901  resuming  con- 
tracting, on  the  State  road  between  Oil  City 
and  Salina.  Mr.  McCready's  unquestioned 
ability,  and  his  integrity  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  rqade  him  an  eligible  candidate  for  posi- 
tion in  the  local  public  service,  and  in  igoiS  he 


was  elected  alderman  from  the  Second  ward, 
giving  such  thorough  satisfaction  that  he  was 
retained  in  the  office  to  the  close  of  his  life. 
Moreover,  his  son  was  chosen  to  succeed  him. 
His  record  in  the  council  shows  him  to  have 
been  on  the  side  of  all  movements  which  he 
considered  worthy  of  support  as  conserving  the 
best  interests  of  the  municipality,  and  that  his 
fellow  citizens  considered  him  a  good  judge 
of  such  matters  is  demonstrated  in  their  long- 
continued  support.  Much  of  his  work  is  of  the 
kind  which  will  be  of  permanent  benefit  to  the 
community.  Mr.  McCready  was  a  member  of 
St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church,  of  the  C.  M.  B. 
A.  and  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

Mr.  McCready  married  Mary  Strong,  a  na- 
tive of  Summerville,  Jefferson  Co.,  Pa.,  and  sis- 
ter of  Hon.  Nathan  Leroy  Strong,  present  rep- 
resentative of  the  Twenty-seventh  district  of 
Pennsylvania  in  Congress.  Her  father,  Fred- 
erick J.  Strong,  was  a  member  of  Company  G, 
nth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  the  Civil  War, 
and  her  mother,  Roxy  Wolcott  (Jacox),  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  Oliver  Wolcott,  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Of  their  six  children,  Nathan  L.  has  already 
been  mentioned;  John  H.  married  Caroline 
McClain,  of  Kittanning,  Pa. ;  Rev.  George  W. 
married  Mary  Cowan,  of  Colton,  N.  Y. ;  Sarah 
H.  married  Milton  H.  Carrier,  of  Summer- 
ville, Pa.;  Adelia  married  George  Keth,  of 
Summerville;  Mary  is  the  widow  of  Henry 
McCready,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  where  she  contin- 
ues to  make  her  home.  Eight  children  were 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCready,  namely: 
,  John  E. ;  Alexander  F. ;  Daniel  H.;  Mrs.  C. 
J.  Kolsing,  of  Oil  City;  Mrs.  M.  F.  Traynor, 
of  Rartlesville,  Okla. ;  Mrs.  H.  P.  Kolsing, 
of  Spicer,  Minn.;  Mrs.  Charles  Hensel,  and 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Brubaker,  of  Pittsburgh. 

Daniel  H.  McCready  was  born  Sept.  13, 
1890,  on  Seneca  street.  Oil  City,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated,  acquiring  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  the  public  schools.  His 
business  training  was  gained  in  his  father's 
employ,  he  having  been  with  him  for  nine  years 
before  the  latter's  death,  from  the  time  he  left 
school.  His  familiarity  with  the  work  has 
enabled  him  to  continue  it  successfully,  and  he 
occupies  the  office  where  his  father  did  busi- 
ness for  so  many  years.  When  Henry  Mc- 
Cready died  his  son  Daniel  was  honored  with 
appointment,  by  Governor  Brumbaugh,  to 
succeed  him  as  alderman  from  the  Second 
ward  of  Oil  City,  Aug.  16.  191 7,  and  oni  Nov. 
6th  following  was  elected  for  a  full  term  of 
six  years,  a  signal  mark  of  confidence  from  his 
fellow  citizens  and  a  compliment  which  he 
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appreciates  fully.  Mr.  McCready  has  already 
given  evidence  of  the  possession  of  many  of 
the  traits  which  made  his  father  popular,  and 
bids  fair  to  do  credit  to  a  name  hi^y  re- 
spected in  Oil  City.  Politically  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, without  offensive  partisanship  in  local 
affairs.  His  religious  connection  is  with  St. 
Joseph's  Catholic  Church,  and  he  affiliates  with 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  C.  M.  B.  A. 

Mr.  McCready  married  Emily  Rehberg, 
daughter  of  August  Rehberg,  of  Oil  City,  and 
they  have  a  family  of  five  children:  Henry, 
John  E.,  Catherine,  Mary  Jane  a^d  Pauline. 

ALBERT  JACKSON,  of  Oil  City,  retired 
field  superintendent  of  the  United  Natural  Gas 
Company,  has  long  been  a  well  known  figure 
in  the  industrial  circles  of  this  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania, having  made  a  high  record  for  effi- 
ciency in  the  responsible  position  which  he 
filled  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Jackson  is 
a  native  of  Beaver  county,  Pa.,*where  the  fam- 
ily has  been  settled  since  the  time  of  his  grand- 
father, James  Jackson,  who  came  to  America 
from  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  young  man- 
hood, and  became  a  well-to-do  farmer  in  Pu- 
laski township,  Beaver  county.  He  went  back 
to  Ireland  several  times,  and  died  on  his  farm 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He 
was  a  second  cousin  of  General  Jackson,  of 
the  Confederate  army.  Six  children  were  born 
to  him  and  his  wife  Rebecca,  namely:  Jane, 
Agnes,  Ruhannah,  Sarah,  Hugh  and  Andrew. 
The  parents  of  this  family  are  buried  in 
Pulaski  township.  They  were  Methodists  in 
religious  connection. 

Hugh  Jackson,  father  of  Albert  Jackson, 
was  lK>m  in  Beaver  county.  Pa.,  in  1819,  and 
died  in  1862  in  his  forty-fourth  year.  He  was 
a  skilled  mechanic,  both  as  a  ship  carpenter 
and  plasterer,  being  engaged  in  building  boats 
on  the  Big  Beaver  river  for  several  years,  and 
later  following  plastering  for  a  number  of 
years.  To  his  marriage  with  Anne  Ferguson 
were  bom  the  following  children:  Albert; 
George,  who  died  in  1864,  aged  twenty-two; 
Evan,  deceased,  who  married  Emma  Barnes; 
Andrew,  deceased;  Samuel,  deceased,  who 
married  Jane  Barnes;  Lee,  a  resident  of 
Rochester,  Pa.,  whose  wife  was  Rookie  Chand- 
ler (she  is^  deceased)  ;  William,  late  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  who  was  superintendent  of  terra 
cotta  and  pipe  works  there  (he  was  a  thirty- 
third-degree  Mason)  ;  and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of 
John  McDonald,  both  deceased.  The  mother 
of  this  family  was  bom  in  1820  in  Sewickley 
township,  Beaver  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  John 
Ferguson,  a  farmer,  and  died  in  1889.    ^^^^ 


parents  are  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery  at 
New  Brighton,  Beaver  Co.,  Pa.  They  were 
members  of  the  Rochester  (Pa.)  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  he  was  a  Republican  in  party 
affiliation. 

Albert  Jackson  was  bom  July  19,  1843,  ^^ 
Rochester,  Beaver  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  grew  up, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  township  schools. 
In  his  youth  he  learned  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing fire  brick,  in  which  he  made  such 
excellent  progress  that  he  rose  to  the  position 
of  superintendent  in  the  American  Fire  Brick 
Works,  filling  it  capably  for  twenty  years.  He 
had  taken  a  man's  responsibilities  early,  hav- 
ing been  but  nineteen  years  old  when  his  father 
died  leaving  him  the  chief  stay  of  his  mother, 
whom  he  assisted  faithfully  in  the  care  and 
rearing  of  the  younger  children.  He  left 
Rochester  to  come  to  the  oil  regions  to  do  car- 
penter work  for  the  Columbia  Oil  Company, 
whose  field  operations  were  located  on  the 
Story  farm  along  Oil  Creek,  in  Complanter 
township,  and  with  whom  he  was  engaged  for 
a  period  of  fourteen  and  a  half  years.  Having 
been  appointed  deputy  sheriflF,  he  served  in  that 
capacity  during  1883  ^"^  1884,  after  which 
he  went  to  Clarion  county  as  superintendent 
for  the  Fidelity  Oil  Company,  in  whose  employ 
he  continued  two  years.  He  next  undertook 
field  work  at  Coal  Hill,  Venango  county,  for 
what  was  then  the  Oil  City  Fuel  Supply  Com- 
pany, repairing  wells,  etc.,  and  he  served  that 
company  as  superintendent  through  its  various 
changes,  as  the  United  Fuel  Gas  Company  and 
the  United  Natural  Gas  Company,  eventually 
having  charge  of  all  the  field  operations  in 
Venango,  Clarion  and  Forest  counties.  Mr. 
Jackson  retired  from  the  superintendency  in 
April,  191 5,  giving  up  its  arduous  duties  for 
lighter  occupation  in  Oil  City,  around  the  com- 
pany's buildings.  He  4ias  always  been  active 
and  capable  of  continued  strenuous  eflFort,  and 
in  addition  to  his  responsibilities  as  superin- 
tendent for  the  gas  company  has  been  engaged 
in  oil  production  on  his  own  account.  He  is 
well  known  in  local  Masonic  circles,  belonging 
to  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth' 
degree,  and  to  Pennsylvania  Consistory,  at 
Pittsburgh,  thirty-second  degree;  he  holds 
membership  in  the  blue  lodge  (No.  229)  and 
chapter  (No.  167)  at  Rochester,  Pa.,  his  old 
home.  Though  born  and  reared  a  Presby- 
terian, he  has  been  a  member  of  Grace  M.  E. 
Church  at  Oil  City  for  many  years  and  one 
of  its  interested  supporters.  His  first  vote 
was  cast  for  GeoigeB.  McQelian,  and  he  has 
been  a  Democrat  ever  since. 

In    1868   Mr.    Jackson   married   Elizabeth 
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Gartner,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sophia  Gart- 
ner, and  she  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight 
years,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows:  (i) 
Harry,  born  July  31,  1860,  was  formerly  en- 
gaged as  a  contracting  driller,  and  is  now  field 
superintendent  for  the  Fairmont  (W.  Va.) 
Gas  Company.  He  married  Lizzie  Oakes.  (2) 
Enuna,  bom  Dec.  25,  1871,  is  the  widow  of 
Henry  Milton,  who  was  engaged  in  the  oil 
fields  in  West  Virginia.  She  has  two  children, 
Emma  and  Evan.  (3)  Ada,  bom  May  7,  1873, 
married  Nelson  Graham  of  Knox,  Clarion  Co., 
Pa.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Bessie  and 
Myrle,  the  latter  now  chief  electrician  on  the 
flagship  "Connecticut."  (4)  Frank,  bora 
March  2T,  1885,  was  chief  engineer  of  gas 
pumps  for  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company 
and  was  accidentally  killed  at  Strong  station, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  i,  1916,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties.  He  was  a  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  Petrolia  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Oil  City.  To 
his  marriage  with  Minnie  Stuck  were  born  two 
sons,  John  Albert  and  Robert.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Gartner)  Jackson  is  buried  at  Ashland,  Clar- 
ion county. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Jackson  married 
June  8,  1897,  Mrs.  Hattie  A.  (Seth)  Ren- 
wick,  who  has  two  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage :  Herbert,  engaged  in  Cranberry  township, 
Venango  county,  as  farmer  and  field  man  for 
the  United  Natural  Gas  Company,  married 
Cora  Morrison,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Frank  and  Russell;  Lena  is  the  wife  of  Ed. 
Beighley,  a  machinist,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  has 
one  child,  Harold. 

Albert  Seth,  father  of  Mrs.  Hattie  A. 
Jackson,  was  an  old  stagecoach  driver  before 
he  came  to  Oil  City  in  i860,  and  he  teamed  in 
the  oil  fields  for  years  before  his  retirement. 
His  last  days  were  spent  with  his  daughter 
Mrs.  Jackson,  and  he  is  buried  in  the  Grove 
Hill  cemetery  at  Oil  City.  He  was  independ- 
ent in  politics.  Of  his  six  children,  Annie  is 
the  widow  of  James  Friggle,  who  is  meri 
tioned  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Hattie  A.  mar- 
ried Charles  W.  Ren  wick  and  (second)  Albert 
Jackson ;  William,  deceased,  lived  at  Oil  City, 
and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Rosie ;  Joseph,  de- 
ceased, of  Coal  Hill,  Venango  county,  married 
Ettie  Myers;  Sadie,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  John  Traister,  and  lived  in  Qarion  county. 
Pa. :  Jacob  married  Maria  Hayes,  and  is  living 
in  Michigan. 

WILLIAM  B.  COFFMAN,  of  Seneca, 
VenanfiTo  county,  has  been  an  oil  producer 


throughout  his  business  life  and  is  now  operat- 
ing in  Cranberry  township,  having  acquired 
valuable  interests,  to  whose  management  he 
gives  all  his  time.  Honorable  business  prac- 
tices and  the  good  judgment  evidenced  in  all 
his  activities  have  won  him  high  standing  and 
the  unqualified  esteem  of  his  associates,  and 
his  personal  record  is  equally  praiseworthy. 

The  CoflFmans  have  been  established  in  Cran- 
berry township  since  Daniel  CoflFman,  father 
of  William  B.  CoflFman,  settled  there  when  a 
young  man  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  was 
a  native  of  Lawrence  county.  Pa.,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  long  life  in  the  vicinity  of 
Seneca,  Venango  county,  living  to  be  eighty- 
seven  years  old.  His  homestead  was  the  prop- 
erty where  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Allison,  now 
lives,  and  besides  farming  that  place  he  was 
engaged  in  producing  oil,  becoming  well-to-do 
in  the  course  of  a  career  of  unremitting  and 
well  directed  industry.  He  married  Mary 
Herstine,  who  was  bom  in  Center  county.  Pa., 
where  her  father  was  a  substantial  merchant; 
she  was  one  of  a  large  family,  her  brothers  and 
sisters  being  Fannie,  Eve,  Barbara,  John, 
Susanna,  David  H.,  Abram,  William  J.,  Sarah 
and  Lizzie,  Mrs.  CoflFman  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffman,  namely:  John  H., 
who  died  in  Iowa  in  1916,  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  having  served  in  the  i6th  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry;  Abraham  P.,  now  of  Derrick 
City,  Pa.,  is  engaged  as  an  oil  producer ;  Ellen 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  unmarried; 
David  H.,  who  married  Catherine  M.  Nolf, 
is  now  a  resident  of  New  Castle,  Pa. ;  Lucinda 
is  married  to  J.  H.  Dudley,  of  Mayville,  N.  Y. ; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Allison,  and 
they  reside  on  the  old  CoflFman  homestead  in 
Cranberry  township;  Daniel  A.  makes  his 
home  at  Akron,  Ohio;  William  B.  completes 
the  family. 

William  B.  CoflFman  was  bom  in  1872  <mi 
the  old  CoflFman  homestead  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship, and  was  reared  there.  He  attended  the 
local  schools  and  had  the  best  advanta^s 
available,  meanwhile  commencing  work  with 
his  father,  under  whose  guidance  he  had  an 
excellent  start,  remaining  with  him  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  Since  he 
set  out  to  make  his  own  way  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  production  of  oil,  his  interests 
being  at  Seneca,  in  his  native  township,  where 
he  has  advanced  to  a  foremost  place  among 
local  oil  men.  His  success  has  been  brought 
about  logically,  by  intelligent  study  of  condi- 
tions and  concentration  of  his  energies  in  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


786 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


chosen  line,  and  he  has  been  well  repaid,  not 
only  in  a  material  sense  but  also  in  the  prestige 
which  he  has  attained. 

Mr.  Coffman  married  Leola  Hall,  daughter 
of  Hamilton  and  Mary  Ella  (Manson)  Hall, 
and  their  family  consists  of  two  children, 
James  and  Mary.  The  Coffmans  are 
Methodists  in  religious  association. 

JAMES  D.  McKINLEY  (deceased)  was 
one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  his  genera- 
tion in  Clinton  township,  where  many  evi- 
dences of  his  enterprise  may  still  be  seen  in  the 
fine  property  now  owned  and  operated  by  his 
son  Ralph  McKinley.  This  place  was  de- 
veloped principally  by  his  labors,  and  he  be- 
came very  well  known  in  the  neighborhood  for 
his  success  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock 
grower,  his  fine  cattle  being  one  of  the  features 
of  local  exhibitions  for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  McKinley  was  bom  in  Clinton  town- 
ship Aug.  12,  1847,  o^  ^  farm  adjoining  the 
place  which  he  afterward  acquired,  and  which 
he  bought  from  his  father,  John  McKinley.  It 
had  been  previously  owned  by  his  grandfather, 
James  McKinley,  and  comprised  no  acres, 
partly  under  cultivation  and  meagerly  im- 
proved in  the  way  of  buildings,  the  substantial 
structures  now  standing  on  the  place  having 
been  erected  during  his  ownership.  He  put 
up  the  present  bam  in  1898.  Mr.  McKinley 
literally  gave  his  life  to  the  development  of  this 
property,  for  though  he  died  in  his  prime, 
July  29,  1899,  he  succeeded  in  transforming  it 
from  a  rundown  condition  to  systematic  and 
orderly  arrangement  and  profitable  fertility. 
He  cleared  out  several  fields,  and  developed 
the  place  principally  as  a  cattle  farm,  breeding 
Polled  Angus  stock,  of  which  he  had  the  onl^ 
herd  in  the  neighborhood.  This  line  was  his 
specialty  for  prbbably  ten  years,  until  his 
death,  and  he  made  his  most  notable  success 
in  it.  As  a  citizen  he  had  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  whom  he  served  as 
constable  for  years  and  also  in  the  office  of 
tax  collector,  holding  both  positions  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  McKinley  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eakin,  leaving 
one  child,  William  Orr  McKinley,  who  now 
resides  at  New  Castle,  Pa.,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  steel  mills.  About  1880  he  married 
(second)  Mrs.  Christina  (Beighley)  Roden- 
baugh,  widow  of  John  Rodenbaugh,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Ralph; 
James,  who  was  engaged  as  a  barber  and 
jeweler  at  Clintonville.  but  is  now  established 
in  the  West ;  and  Bessie  Pearl,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ir- 


vin,  of  Sharon.  Mrs.  McKinley  was  reared 
at  Middle  Lancaster,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  and  now 
lives  at  Sharon,  Mercer  county,  with  a 
daughter.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  six 
children,  namely:  Almeda,  who  married  W. 
J.  Kirlan,  of  Harmony,  Pa. ;  William  B.,  who 
is  located  in  New  York  State,  engaged  in  rais- 
ing registered  Clydesdale  horses  and  roistered 
Holstein  cattle;  Mary  Ella,  who  married  Eli 
Wilson  Riddle ;  Minnie  Dora,  unmarried,  who 
lives  with  her  mother;  Joseph  Alvin,  a  me- 
chanic; and  Anna  Catherine,  wife  of  C.  C. 
Weaver;  a  contractor  of  Sharon.  The  three 
last  named  were  reared  at  the  McKinley  home 
in  Clinton  township. 

Ralph  McKinley  was  born  May  3,  1881, 
in  the  house  where  he  now  resides.  The  farm 
lies  two  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  Clinton- 
ville. He  had  good  educational  advantages  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  and  began  to 
help  with  the  work  at  home  at  an  early  age, 
being  familiar  enough  with  the  farm  duties 
and  sufficiently  competent  to  take  charge  of 
the  property  when  his  father  died,  though  he 
was  then  but  eighteen  years  old.  Three  years 
later,  when  he  attained  his  majority,  he  bou|[ht 
the  other  interests  in  the  farm,  thus  acquiring 
full  ownership,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
undergoing  constant  improvement  and  appre- 
ciation in  value  entitles  him  to  a  place  among^ 
the  thoroughly  progressive  agriculturists  of  his 
vicinity.  He  follows  general  farming,  and 
breeds  registered  Clydesdale  horses  which  have 
attracted  favorable  notice  at  various  exhibi- 
tions ;  for  a  number  of  years  he  operated  a  coal  , 
bank  situated  on  his  land.  In  his  various  asso- 
ciations and  interests  Mr.  McKinley  has 
proved  himself  to  be  a  broad-minded  citizen, 
for  he  not  only  looks  closely  to  the  welfare 
of  his  private  undertakings,  but  also  cooper- 
ates with  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  promotion 
of  those  which  affect  the  community  generally. 
He  held  the  office  of  constable  for  some  years, 
was  township  auditor,  and  is  now  road  super- 
visor, in  the  latter  capacity  working  for  much 
needed  local  improvements  in  the  way  of  ap- 
propriation and  expenditure.  .  On  political 
questions  he  supports  the  Republican  party. 
Fraternally  he  is  Mason,  affiliating  with  the 
blue  lodge  at  Emlenton  and  with  the  Lodge  of 
Perfection  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  he  serves  as  deacon 
and  Sunday  school  superintendent. 

On  June  4,  1903,  Mr.  McKinley  married 
Mary  Maud  Hoffman,  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Lavina  (Riddle)  Hoffman,  farming  i>eo- 
ple  of  the  same  neighborhood.    Five  children 
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have  been  born  to  this  union :  Elsie  Lovinia, 
William  Claire,  Paul  Clinton  (who  died  in 
childhood),  Dallas  Ralph  and  Kenneth  De- 
Witt. 

S.  O.  STEVENSON,  deceased,  a  resident 
of  Utica  from  the  close  of  his  Civil  war  service 
until  his  death,  had  for  years,  either  alone  or 
in  partnership  with  the  late  Thomas  Nesbit, 
the  leading  business  interests  at  that  place. 
Throughout  his  life  the  establishment  of  S.  O. 
Stevenson  &  Co.  was  the  largest  and  most  im- 
portant general  mercantile  house  in  this  sec- 
tion, of  substantial  standing  and  widely  pat- 
ronized. Mr.  Stevenson  showed  marked  abil- 
ity in  the  line  to  which  he  applied  his  best 
efforts  during  his  active  career,  and  gained 
a  place  among  the  most  prosperous  merchants 
of  his  time  in  Venango  county.  It  was  his 
habit  to  devote  himself  closely  to  a  few  con- 
cerns, and  aside  from  business  he  was  espe- 
cially interested  in  politics,  though  he  confined 
his  participation  therein  to  local  activities. 

This  Stevenson  family  is  of  Scottish  origin, 
and  the  first  ancestors  in  this  country  were 
among  the  early  settlers  in  Virginia.  There 
is  an  interesting  passage  in  Weems's  "Life  of 
Washington"  which  relates  that  when  Wash- 
ington went  out  as  a  surveyor  for  Lord  Fair- 
fax, in  Virginia,  he  passed  most  of  his  eve- 
nings at  the  home  of  Widow  Stevenson.  This 
lady  had  seven  sons,  all  noted  for  their  splen- 
did physical  qualities.  Two  of  these,  Wil- 
liam and  Valentine  Crawford,  were  by  her 
first  husband,  and  the  sons  of  her  second  mar- 
riage were  James,, Hugh,  Richard,  Mark  and 
John  Stevenson.  The  historian  says  that  the 
boys  always  spent  their  evenings  together, 
particularly  in  the  summer,  and  indulged  in 
athletic  exercises  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the 
Stevenson  home.  The  Stevensons  and  Craw- 
fords  excelled  in  feats  of  strength,  and  Wash- 
ington in  agility.  The  friendship  thus  formed 
between  Washington  and  the  sons  of  Widow 
Stevenson  continued  after  the  former,  had 
been  placed  in  command  of  the  Revolutionary 
forces,  and  he  offered  commissions  to  all  of 
them  who  would  enter  the  army.  William 
Crawford  and  James  and  Hugh  Stevenson 
availed  themselves  of  this  offer,  and  served 
throughout  the  war.  Crawford  commanded 
rnore  than  one  Virginia  regiment,  at  different 
times,  and  a  year  after  the  war  came  to  a 
horrible  end,  being  burned  at  the  stake  by  In- 
dians, on  the  present  site  of  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
where  a  service  is  held  annually  in  honor  of 
his  memory.  Hugh  Stevenson  became  a  cap- 
tain of  Virginia  riflemen  and  afterward  col- 


onel of  a  regiment  of  riflemen  from  Virginia 
and  Maryland.  James  Stevenson  was  pay- 
master, with  the  rank  of  captain,  in  the  13th 
Virginia  R^ment.  In  the  war  records  his 
name  is  spelled  "Stephenson,"  which  is  the 
most  ancient  form  of  the  family  name,  though 
that  and  Stevenson  have  been  used  inter- 
changeably, with  Stevenson  in  general  use  for 
the  last  seventy-five  years.  Capt.  James  Ste- 
venson died  in  1813. 

William  Stevenson,  son  of  Capt.  James, 
married  Margaret  Crawford.  He  settled  in 
Washington  county.  Pa.,  where  he  died  about 
1850. 

Thomas  Stevenson,  son  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Crawford),  was  born  in  1809  in 
Washington  county,  and  died  Jan.  25,  1846, 
at  Mercer,  Pa.,  where  he  was  buried.  He 
was  a  merchant,  carrying  on  a  successful  busi- 
ness for  some  years  in  Pittsburgh,  and  later 
operating  a  large  store  in  Mercer,  and  was  a 
man  of  standing  and  substance.  He  married 
Sarah  DeVore,  like  himself  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington county,  daughter  of  S.  DeVore,  whose 
ancestors  were  of  French  origin  and  among 
the  pioneers  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Stevenson 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  in  Frank- 
lin, Pa.,  and  is  buried  in  Franklin  cemetery. 
Of  their  children,  Margaret,  bom  Oct.  26, 
1838,  married  William  Hanna,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  a  famous  steamboat  captain  on  the  Al- 
legheny and  Ohio  rivers,  and  survives  him, 
making  her  home  in  Cincinnati ;  they  had  five 
children,  Sarah  (bom  Oct.  18,  i860,  who 
married  Casper  V.  Hopple),  John  Parker 
(bora  Oct.  28,  1862),  Martha  (bom  Aug.  19, 
1865),  William  Thompson  (born  April  13, 
1868)  and  Mary  (born  Oct.  28,  1873),  who 
married  Delbert  C.  Goodspeed.  Samuel  O. 
is  mentioned  below.  William  T.,  bom  Sept 
16,  1842,  died  May  24,  1887,  after  a  suc- 
cessful business  life  in  this  region.  Mary,  bom 
Oct.  31,  1844,  died  Aug.  31,  1846,  and  is  buried 
at  Mercer,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  O.  Stevenson  was  born  in  Mercer, 
Pa.,  March  16,  1840,  and  spent  his  early  years 
at  his  birthplace  and  in  Franklin  and  Mead- 
ville.  His  education  was  received  at  those 
places,  but  he  was  still  young  when  he  began 
clerking  in  a  mercantile  house  at  Meadville. 
After  three  years'  employment  in  that  city 
he  found  similar  occupation  in  other  places, 
continuing  thus  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  entered  the  army  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  ist  West  Virginia  Cavalry.  EHir- 
ing  his  service  of  over  three  years  he  never 
lost  a  day  from  duty,  and  was  never  wounded 
or  injured  in  any  way,  and  he  saw  an  unusual 


Digitized  by 


Google 


788 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


amount  of  field  service,  being  with  his  com- 
mand in  many  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the 
war,  including  Winchester,  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  Gettysburg,  Cedar  Mountain,  Port 
Royal,  Fisher's  Hill,  Blue  Gap,  Cedar  Creek 
and  a  number  of  others,  about  sixty  engage- 
ments in  all.     Receiving  his  discharge  in  3ie 
fall  of  1864  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  about  a  year  afterward  was  engaged  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  DeVore  &  Nesbit,  at  Utica, 
the  senior  partner  being  his  imcle,  William 
S.  DeVore,  who  at  the  end  of  this  period 
opened  a  store  at  Cooperstown  in  company 
with  William  T.  Stevenson  (brother  of  Sam- 
uel O.  Stevenson  and  father  of  E.  T.  Steven- 
son, of  the  Franklin  Evening  News),    About 
the  same  time  the  other  partner,  Thomas  Nes- 
bit, and  S.  O.  Stevenson  became  associated  in 
the  ownership  of  the  store  at  Utica,  in  which 
Mr.  Nesbit  had  been  interested  from  1857,  ^tnd 
he  remained  a  member  of  the  firm  until  1885, 
though  his  active  connection  with  the  store 
termmated  about  1875.    The  firm  also  owned 
and  operated  a  flour  mill  at  Utica,  and  from 
1875  "J^til  he  withdrew  Mr.   Nesbit  put  in 
practically  all  of  his  time  at  the  mill,  of  which 
he  had  charge.     When  Mr.  Nesbit  gave  up 
this  connection  to  take  the  cashiership  of  the 
Exchange    Bank   at   Franklin,   the   mill   was 
rented  and  operated  by  others  until  destroyed 
by   fire,   the   foundation   alone   remaining  to 
show  where  it  stood.    Mr.  Stevenson  contin- 
ued the  store  until  his  death  (under  the  name 
of  Stevenson  &  Co.),  March' 4,  1902,  when  it 
was  sold.     He  attended  strictly  to  business, 
and  made  his  success  by  industry  and  intelli- 
gent management.     He  carried*  a  large  stock 
of  dry  goods,  groceries,  hardware  and   tin- 
ware, and  the  store  was  a  popular  trading 
center   for  years.     Outside   of  business  his 
chief  interest  was  in  politics,  he  having  been  an 
ardent  Republican  and  an  effective  worker  in 
the  local  ranks  of  the  party,  his  wide  acquaint- 
ance  and    influence   making   his   cooperation 
very  valuable.    Though  he  did  not  seek  office 
he  was  elected   borough  councilman   several 
times,  serving  in  1883-84-85.     Mr.  Stevenson 
is   buried   in    Franklin   cemetery,   where   his 
uncle,  Mr.  DeVore,  and  his  mother  are  also 
interred. 

On  April  9,  1877,  Mr.  Stevenson  married 
Eva  Elizabeth  Shannon,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Shannon,  of  Utica,  who  survives  him,  occu- 
pying the  handsome  and  commodious  home 
which  her  husband  built  in  1888.  She  is  an 
active  member  of  the  U.  P.  Church  and  an 
interested  worker  in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  at  Utica. 
Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steven- 


son, Blanche,  bom  May  29,  1878,  died  June 
21,  1902;  she  was  a  talented  and  trained  musi- 
cian, active  in  musical  and  church  circles,  and 
missed  by  her  social  companions  as  well  as  in 
the  domestic  circle.  William  DeVore,  bora 
Oct.  2,  1879,  died  Oct.  25,  1910;  he  was  a 
student  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  Coll^, 
and  was  associated  in  the  store  with  his 
.  father  until  the  latter's  death.  Thomas,  bora 
Sept.  3,  1882,  died  Oct.  7,  1882.  Ward  T., 
born  June  6,  1888,  is  a  professional  assayer, 
following  that  line  in  connection  with  smelting 
in  Arizona. 

Samuel  Shannon,  father  of  Mrs.  Stevenson, 
lived  retired  for  three  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Utica  April  29,  1906,  when 
he  was  eighty-one  years  old.  He  had  been 
profitably  engaged  there  as  a  manufacturer  of 
sucker  rods  for  pumping  oil  wells,  and  moved 
his  business  interests  to  Corry,  Pa.,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Wilsons,  who  were  in  the  same 
line,  but  retained  his  home  at  Utica,  where 
his  widow  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  She  is  very  active,  and  maintains 
her  own  home,  which  is  situated  next  to  that 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Stevenson.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Martha  A.  Bruner,  and  she  is  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Bruner,  of  New 
Lebanon,  Mercer  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

CHARLES  LUNDAGER  is  doing  a  thriv- 
ing business  as  a  contractor  in  and  around 
Franklin,  building  stone  and  concrete  work, 
handling  sand  and  gravel,  and  commanding  a 
profitable  share  of  the  local  patronage  in  his 
line.  His  trade  has  been  built  up  by  close 
application  to  all  its  requirements,  by  solicitous 
attention  to  the  needs  of  his  patrons,  and  hon- 
est efforts  to  carry  out  his  contracts  conscien- 
tiously, the  steady  growth  of  his  interests  being 
due  entirely  to  his  own  exertions.  He  is  re- 
spected as  a  man  of  reliable  character  and 
trusted  by  all  who  know  him,  in  either  personal 
or  business  relations. 

Mr.  Lundager  has  lived  at  Franklin  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  bom  May 
16,  1 86 1,  in  Denmark,  in  which  country  his  fa- 
ther. Christian  Lundager,  lived  and  died.  Chris- 
tian Lundager. was  in  the  sand  business  for 
some  years,  but  later  became  a  rural  mail  car- 
rier. He  served  in  the  Danish  army,  as  mem- 
ber of  the  King's  Guard,  in  1848  and  1864. 
Charles  Lundager  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  land  and  also  had  some  military 
experience  there,  like  his  father  serving  in 
the  King's  Guard,  which  he  entered  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  remaining  in  the  army  sev- 
enteen months.    He  was  engaged  in  farming 
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for  one  year.  Coming  to  America  in  1886, 
he  landed  at  Castle  Garden,  and  after  five  days 
there  and  in  New  York  City  proceeded  to 
western  Pennsylvania,  making  his  first  loca- 
tion in  Brookville,  Jeiferson  coimty,  where 
he  found  employment  with  a  man  named  John 
Howe,  on  a  farm  near  Corsica,  that  county. 
Afterward  he  worked  for  the  late  Hal  Cochran 
and  Ed.  Orked,  in  the  lumber  woods  in  Jeffer- 
son county,  spending  a  year  in  that  section. 
Thence  he  came  to  Franklin,  where  he  worked 
by  the  day  for  six  months,  until  he  took  up 
stone  cutting,  which  he  followed  for  the  next 
twelve  years.  In  1900  he  commenced  contract- 
ing on  his  own  account,  giving  his  attention 
principally  to  laying  bridge  foundations,  in 
which  line  he  did  considerable  work  in  Venan- 
go, Forest,  Mercer  and  Lawrence  counties 
until  1 914,  since  when  his  operations  have  been 
of  a  different  character  and  more  varied. 
Though  he  still  takes  contracts  for  stone  work, 
his  interests  in  that  line  are  entirely  in  Franklin 
and  the  immediate  vicinity,  where  he  has  es- 
tablished enough  other  business  in  allied  lines 
to  keep  him  well  occupied.  From  November, 
1914,  he  has  been  dealing  in  sand  and  jsjavel, 
supplying  sand  to  almost  all  the  plants  in  and 
around  the  city,  and  in  connection  he  manufac- 
tures concrete  blocks  and  takes  contracts  for 
concrete  construction  of  all  kinds.  He  has 
built  a  number  of  fine  residences  of  that  char- 
acter, including  the  home  well  known  as  "Glen 
Moy."  Mr.  Lundager  has  also  undertaken  the 
moving  of  several  buildings.  Eight  or  ten  men 
are  kept  constantly  busy  in  his  various  opera- 
tions, whose  scope  and  importance  are  in- 
creasing steadily  under  his  judicious  manage- 
ment. He  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  the 
substantial  business  men  of  this  section,  and 
well  deserves  the  rewards  he  has  gained  in  his 
progressive  activities.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  keenly  alive  to  the  value  of  good  gov- 
ernment, and  participates  in  politics  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Socialist  partv.  Fraternally  he 
affiliates  with  the  Odd  Fellows  at  Franklin. 

In  i8qi  Mr.  Lundager  married  Mary  Al- 
berta Johnson,  daughter  of  William  and  Chris- 
tina (Christenson)  Johnson,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Denmark,  where  Mrs.  Lundager  was 
bom  also.  She  came  to  America  in  1883.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lundager  have  two  sons:  Harold 
William,  who  is  married  to  Margaret  Singleton, 
is  in  business  with  his  father ;  Floyd  Emil  is 
a  telegraph  operator.  The  family  are  Luth- 
erans in  religious  doctrine. 

JAMES  OREN  SCOTT,  of  Scrubgrass 
township,  IS  a  typical  representative  of  one 


of  the  most  progressive  families  in  that  part 
of  Venango  county.  The  earlier  generations 
here  were  among  the  hardy  pioneers  who 
opened  this  region  to  civilization,  and  their 
posterity  have  been  equally  helpful  in  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  periods  in  which  they  have  flour- 
ished, applying  themselves  industriously  and 
effectively  to  their  business  affairs  and  taking 
their  share  of  responsibility  in  the  wider  in- 
terests affecting  the  community.  Self-reliance, 
integrity  and  sincerity  in  all  relations  with 
their  fellow  men  have  been  persistent  char- 
acteristics of  those  bearing  the  name. 

The  Scott  family  has  been  in  America  for 
almost  two  and  a  half  centuries,  Hugh  Scott, 
the  earliest  member  here,  coming  in  1670  and 
settling  in  Chester  county,  Pa.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  North  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch 
parentage. 

Abfaham  Scott,  son  of  Hugh,  was  born  in 
Chester  county.  Pa.,  before  1677.  He  married, 
and  had  sons,  including  Jonas,  Alexander  and 
Hugh. 

Alexander  Scott,  son  of  Abraham,  was  bom 
about  1716.  He  settled  in  Virginia,  where  he 
married  and  founded  a  family. 

James  Scott,  son  of  Alexander,  was  one  of 
three  men  sent  as  scouts  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  and 
was  the  first  white  man  to  spend  the  winter 
there,  the  other  two  returning.  He  married, 
and  among  his  children  was  a  son  James. 

James  Scott  (2),  son  of  James,  was  bom 
in  Virginia,  and  lived  there  until  early  man- 
hood. About  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
maybe  later,  he  moved  from  Virginia  to  West- 
moreland county.  Pa.  He  was  a  well  known 
scout,  and  in  1793  ^^  ^794  (^s  nearly  as  can 
be  determined)  he  and  a  comrade  were  sent 
by  the  State  authorities  to  investigate  the  In- 
dian troubles  at  the  settlements  along  the 
Kiskiminetas.  Indian  depredations  had  be- 
come frequent  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  mission 
of  the  scouts  was  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
Cornplanter's  braves  or  Indians  from  the  Ohio 
tribes  that  were  responsible.  Mr.  Scott  was 
occupied  nearly  a  year  in  this  work,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  passed  through  the  region  now 
known  as  Scmbgrass  township,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.  Upon  his  retum  he  gave  such  a  glowing 
account  of  the  region  to  his  old  neighbors  that 
a  company  of  twelve  joined  in  making  a  set- 
tlement there,  including  three  Crawfords,  a 
Mr.  Craig,  two  McCabes,  two  Selzers,  a  Mr. 
Jones  and  two  others.  Thus  was  started  a 
flow  of  emigration  from  Westmoreland  county 
that  contributed  considerably  to  tfie  popula- 
tion of  the  southern  townships  of  Venapgo 
county,  and  the  first  settlements  in  Scmbgrass 
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are  attributed  to  James  Scott's  explorations. 
He  himself  settled  there  in  1796,  being  granted 
a  tract  of  four  hundred  acres  by  the  State,  as 
were  all  the  other  members  of  the  little  colony, 
each  being  allowed  to  select  his  own  allotment. 
Craig  tocrfc  the  property  where  John  McCoy 
now  lives.  James  Scott  chose  a  location  near 
the  Butler  county  line  and  there  made  his  first 
improvements,  later  acquiring  two  other  400- 
acre  tracts  also,  buying  one  two  miles  distant 
on  Little  Scrubgrass  and  trading  a  gun  for 
another.  After  he  had  been  here  several  years 
he  sent  for  his  father,  who  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  at  the  original  location.  James 
Scott  (2)  made  his  permanent  home  on  the 
tract  which  he  purchased,  just  north  of  what 
is  now  Lisbon,  on  the  present  David  Perry 
farm,  and  there  built  a  substantial  stone  house 
in  which  he  dwelt  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  and  which  was  but  recently  destroyed. 
At  the  time  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  Mr. 
Scott  was  sent  out  as  a  spy  under  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  Aug.  7,  1795,  being  on 
duty  for  six  months.  It  is  said  that  he  and 
his  companion  were  instructed  to  remain  only 
one  night  at  any  place,  and  in  order  to  obey 
their  orders  technically  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  together,  in  the  same  locality,  they  accom- 
plished all  this  by  merely  changing  places  from 
right  to  left  on  the  spot  where  they  happened 
to  be.  Mr.  Scott  also  served  in  the  war  of 
181 2.  He  became  an  important  man  in  his 
township,  holding  the  principal  public  offices 
at  different  times,  and  he  helped  to  organize 
and  sustain  the  East  Unity  U.  P.  Church,  over 
the  line  in  Butler  county,  where  he  is  buried. 
He  died  in  1837.  In  1798  he  married  Mar- 
garet or  Elizabeth  Lemon,  and  their  children 
were:  John,  born  1804,  died  July  20,  1874, 
inherited  220  acres  of  his  father's  property 
and  remained  there  until  his  death:  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  Barnes  and  (second)  Tamer 
Williams,  and  had  children:  Martha  Jane 
(Mrs.  Sylvester  Matthew  Young),  Thomas 
Barnes,  Joseph  (died  young),  Mary  Eliza 
(Mrs.  John  A.  McKay),  and  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin. James  is  mentioned  below.  William  was 
given  part  of  his  father's  home  tract,  and  sold 
his  interest,  removing  to  Iowa.  Mary  married 
John  Williams,  and  received  from  her  father 
the  400-acre  tract  for  which  he  traded  a  gun, 
and  which  is  the  present  Samuel  Williams 
home.  Alexander  was  given  part  of  his 
father's  home  tract  and  remained  there,  living 
to  be  aver  seventy  years  old;  his  son  John 
came  into  possession  of  part  of  the  property, 
but  had  settled  in  young  manhood  in  Qin- 
ton  township  and  hence  sold  the  old  place  to 


Vincent  Atwell,  who  now  lives  on  part  of  it 
(see  his  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work)  ;  Phebe 
Scott,  daughter  of  Alexander,  also  acquired 
part  of  her  father's  farm  (she  married  Robert 
J.  Atwell).  Margaret,  daughter  of  James 
Scott  (2),  was  married  three  times. 

James  Scott  (3),  son  of  James  (2),  ob- 
tained part  of  his  father's  land  on  Little  Scrub- 
grass,  and  spent  his  life  there,  dying  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  By  his  first  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eakin,  he  had  the  following 
children :  Mary,  who  married  Joseph  Lemon ; 
James,  who  married  Margaret  Davidson  (he 
got  part  of  the  old  farm)  ;  Samuel,  mentioned 
below;  Joseph,  who  settled  on  Scroble  Hill, 
near  Springville,  Victory  township,  and  after 
his  wife's  death  went  to  the  oil  territory  about 
Titusville  and  Oil  creek;  David,  who  came 
into  possession  of  his  brother  Joseph's  place, 
his  son  Kd,  now  living  on  part  of  it ;  Margaret, 
uiife  of  Cyrus  Clay,  of  Eakins  Comers;  Eliz- 
abeth, who  married  Samuel  Patton,  and  lived 
and  died  next  to  the  present  farm  of  James 
Oren  Scott;  and  William,  who  went  to  Kan- 
sas about  1880  and  died  in  that  State,  where 
his  family  is  still  living.  For  his  second  wife 
James  Scott  (3)  married  Margaret  Lemon, 
and  they  had  two  children:  Alexander,  who 
married  Mary  Lemon,  lived  and  died  at  the 
old  home,  passing  away  in  young  manhood; 
Hannah  married  David  Coulter,  an  oil  man. 

Samuel  Scott,  son  of  James  (3),  was  bom 
July  12,  1827,  on  the  farm  on  Little  Scrub- 
grass  creek,  and  died  May  2,  1910.  He  spent 
some  time  in  the  West  before  his  marriage, 
and  for  a  few  years  had  kept  bachelor  hall, 
he  and  his  young  wife  settling  on  the  old 
Alexander  Lemon  farm,  a  tract  of  106  acres 
which  he  purchased  and  which  he  had  to  de- 
velop almost  from  primitive  conditions.  An 
old  log  house  stood  on  the  place,  but  the  land 
was  thickly  covered  with  brush  which  he  had 
to  clear  off  by  hard  labor  before  he  could  put 
in  any  crops,  and  he  set  vigorously  to  work  to 
improve  it,  spending  the  rest  of  his  active 
years  in  that  occupation.  He  prospered  so 
well  that  he  added  fifty-two  acres  to  the  orig- 
inal area,  and  built  a  substantial  house  and 
barn,  putting  up  the  fine  brick  residence  which 
now  stands  there  in  187 1.  At  the  time  it  was 
as  fine  a  house  as  the  township  boasted.  He 
burned  the  brick,  hauled  the  necessary  lumber 
some  thirtv  miles,  from  Forest  county,  the 
trip  requiring  two  days,  and  roofed  it  with 
split  pine  shaved  shingles,  looking  well  after 
all  the  details  of  its  construction.  Mr.  Scott 
bought  Shorthorn  stock,  and  with  three  or 
four  other  men  of  his  kind  was  instrumental 
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in  introducing  thoroughbred  Durham  cattle 
into  the  neighborhood.  Though  he  never  held 
any  public  office  he  was  thoroughly  alive  to 
everything  that  concerned  the  general  welfare 
and  worked  toward  securing  it.  Though  most 
of  his  family  were  Democrats  in  politics  he 
supported  the  Republican  party  after  its  or- 
ganization, and  was  one  of  the  early  advo- 
cates of  the  Prohibition  cause  in  his  locality. 
His  religious  connection  was  with  the  United 
Presb3rterian  Church. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  Mr.  Scott 
married  Lorania  M.  Wilson,  of  Coolspring, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  then  about  twenty  years  old, 
and  she  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  passing 
away  July  4,  1902.  The  following  children 
were  bom  to  them :  Almina  A.  is  married  to 
James  Rosenberry,  of  Eakins  Comers;  Ara- 
melda  died  when  five  years  old;  Laura  Jane 
is  the  wife  of  Rev.  H.  C.  Foster,  a  Presby- 
terian minister,  now  stationed  at  Clifton, 
Ohio;  Mary  Elizabeth  married  H.  F.  Eakin, 
of  near  Eakins  Comers;  Melvin  S.  went  to 
the  State  of  Washington  when  twenty-two 
years  old,  Feb.  11,  18SS,  and  is  farming  near 
Spokane ;  Carrie  C,  who  died  unmarried  when 
twenty-seven  years  old,  had  considerable  talent 
as  an  artist  and  had  followed  the  profession; 
James  Oren  i$  mentioned  below ;  Edith  J., 
unmarried,  lives  at  Pasadena,  California. 

James  Oren  Scott  was  bom  July  24,  1872, 
in  the  brick  house  on  the  farm  where  he  yet 
resides,  and  which  had  been  completed  shortly 
before  his  birth.  From  early  manhood  he  has 
been  a  competent  business  man,  and  he  has 
had  a  varied  experience.  He  was  employed 
on  the  pipe  lines  and  in  the  woods  cutting  tim- 
ber before  he  engaged  on  his  own  account  in 
farming,  in  which  he  was  extensively  inter- 
ested for  some  years  before  the  home  farm 
came  into  his  possession  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death.  He  has  about  three  hundred 
acres  lying  together,  having  acquired  the  home 
farm  of  160  acres  by  purchase  and  inherit- 
ance, and  purchased  two  other  adjoining 
tracts,  of  forty  and  100  acres,  respectively, 
and  in  addition  to  the  management  of  his  own 
large  property  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm 
for  ten  years  before  the  latter 's  death.  He 
settled  his  father's  estate.  Mr.  Scott  has  kept 
operations  on  all  his  land  progressing  vigor- 
ously, and  he  is  constantly  inaugurating  bene- 
ficial improvements,  having  rearranged  the 
buildings  for  greater  convenience,  put  up  a 
silo  to  provide  properly  for  the  winter  feed- 
ing of  his  cattle  and  sheep,  and  made  various 
other  changes  which  enable  him  to  manage  his 
work  more  efficiently  and  easily.     His  home 


is  admirably  situated  on  an  elevation,  af- 
fording a  fine  view  of  the  country  for  miles 
around,  and  the  property  as  a  whole  ranks 
with  the  most  valuable  farms  in  Venango 
county. 

When  twenty-three  years  old  Mr.  Scott 
married  Ella  McKean,  who  was  then  twenty- 
one,  daughter  of  Jonathan  McKean,  a  well 
known  lumberman.  She  was  bora  at  Bar- 
keyville,  this  county.  Eight  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott :  Ernest  L. ; 
Ida  M.,  who  was  educated  at  high  school  and 
normal,  now  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Stansbury,  a 
commercial  salesman,  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.; 
Hazel,  a  student  at  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
School;  James  M. ;  Mary;  Kenneth;  Robert, 
and  Vernon. 

DANIEL  C.  GRIMM,  of  Franklin,  member 
of  the  Grimm  Oil  Company,  is  one  of  the  well 
known  operators  in  this  region,  giving  all  his 
time  to  the  field  work  of  the  concern  with  which 
he  is  associated.  He  has  been  occupied  in  the 
same  line  throughout  his  business  life,  having 
the  advantage  of  thorough  experience  to  aid 
him  in  his  present  responsibilities,  and  has 
acquired  and  sustained  an  enviable  reputation 
which  raises  the  value  of  his  co-operation  in 
such  work  to  a  high  point. 

Mr.  Grimm  was  bom  at  Franklin  in  the 
year  1877,  a  son  of  the  late  Christian  Grimm, 
who  settled  in  that  city  upon  his  arrival  from 
Germany,  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  was  an 
officer  in  the  German  army  during  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war.  Here  he  found  occupation  in 
the  oil  fields,  for  many  years  acting  as  fore- 
man for  his  brother,  Daniel  Grimm,  one  of 
the  extensive  local  producers,  mention  of 
whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Christian  Grimm  died  at  Franklin  Oct.  30, 
191 5,  and  is  buried  with  his  wife  in  the  Frank- 
lin cemetery.  Her  maiden  name  was  Jennie 
D.  F.  Muir,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Daniel  C. ;  Georee,  who  is  deceased; 
Gertrude  C,  wife  of  Clyde  G.  Kelling,  and 
living  at  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  I.  C,  now  engaged 
as  an  oil  producer  at  Woodsfield,  Ohio,  who  is 
married  and  has  one  child ;  and  O.  ^B.,  also 
an  oil  producer,  interested  in  business  with  his 
brothers. 

Daniel  C.  Grimm  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin.  On  leaving 
school  he  started  work  in  the  employ  of  his 
uncle  Daniel  Grimm,  in  the  oil  business,  con- 
tinuing this  association  for  two  years.  Then, 
in  company  with  his  father,  he  began  opera- 
tions as  an  oil  producer  at  Rocky  Grove,  this 
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county,  and  meeting  with  success  in  their 
venture  at  that  point  acquired  similar  interests 
elsewhere,  having  wells  both  at  Bully  Hill  and 
Two  Mile  Run,  all  of  which  yielded  in  paying 
quantities.  The  partnership  between  father 
and  son  lasted  until  Christian  Grimm's  death, 
in  191 5,  in  which  year  the  Grimm  Oil  Company 
was  established,  the  brothers  Daniel  C,  I.  C. 
and  O.  B.  Grimm  each  taking  an  interest 
therein ;  the  other  partner  is  E.  E.  Grimm,  who 
is  treasurer.  Their  holdings  include  valuable 
leases  at  Rocky  Grove,  where  they  have  nine 
producing  wells,  and  at  Two  Mile  Run,  where, 
they  have  forty-five  wells,  and  they  are  still 
drilling.  Daniel  C.  Grimm  devotes  himself  to 
the  field  work,  which  he  is  entirely  competent 
to  handle  to  the  best  advantage,  the  various 
properties  in  the  company's  control  being  de- 
veloped with  careful  judgment  under  his  su- 
pervision. 

Mr.  Grimm  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  takes  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  fraternity,  but 
practically  all  his  time  is  given  to  his  busine^ 
affairs  and  family.  He  married  Laura  Mc- 
Williams,  daughter  of  Frank  McWilliams,  who 
is  at  present  engaged  as  storekeeper  at  the 
Eclipse  plant  in  Franklin,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  in  one  capacity  or  another  for 
the  last  thirty-five  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grimm  have  been  born  two  children,  both 
daughters,  namely:  Marion  L.  and  Elizabeth 
Louise. 

JOHX  WALLACE,  deceased,  was  bom 
July  12.  1836,  in  Ireland,  son  of  Hance  and 
Jane  (Scott)  Wallace.  The  father  came  to 
America  in  1850,  and  was  a  resident  of  Corn- 
planter  township,  where  he  died  Feb.  2,  1906, 
aged  ninety-eight  years.  John  Wallace  saw 
service  in  the  English  army  in  the  war  with 
Russia,  before  emigrating  to  America,  in  1857. 
He  first  located  for  some  time  at  Pittsburgh, 
where  he  was  employed  at  hauling  coal  by 
Francis  Orderly.  From  there  he  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, working  in  the  molding  department  of 
an  iron  foundry  in  that  city  for  one  year,  and 
coming  thence  to  Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
in  1859.  After  a  period  of  employment  as  a 
laborer  he  started  a  grocery  store  at  R5md 
Farm,  which  he  continued  until  1874,  selling 
out  at  that  time  and  giving  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  production  of  oil,  which  he  had 
also  followed  in  connection  with  the  store  busi- 
ness. He  began  his  business  career  with  little 
means,  but  by  careful  dealing  he  became  the 
possessor  of  a  large  fortune  before  his  death, 
July  31,  1880.  He  was  married,  Nov.  10,  1863, 
to  Anna  J.  Young,  to  which  union  were  bom 


six  children:  William  H.,  married  to  Lizzie 
Cooper;  one  that  died  in  infancy;  John  S. ; 
Jennie  Y.,  who  married  Charles  Herbert  Smith 
and  is  living  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  (she  has  one 
son,  Wallace)  ;  Daisy  R. ;  and  Robert  L.,  who 
married  Estella  Gray  and  lives  at  Tulsa,  Okla- 
homa. 

William  Young,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wallace, 
was  a  native  of  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  came  to 
this  country  at  an  early  day.  He  kept  a  store 
and  the  post  office  where  Oil  City  now  stands 
about  the  year  1838,  and  was  the  father  of 
five  children:  Xancy  R. ;  Anna  J.;  Robert; 
James,  deceased ;  and  William,  deceased.  Wil- 
liam Young  died  in   1849,  his  wife  dying  in 

1843. 

FOSTER.  For  something  over  a  century 
the  Fosters,  descendants  of  John  and  Mary 
(Martin)  Foster,  have  been  amon^  the  leading 
residents  of  Sandy  Creek  township,  Venango 
county,  in  possession  of  valuable  farm  and  oil 
lands  and  always  foremost  in  developing  the 
natural  resources  of  the  locality.  They  have 
been  no  less  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  its  so- 
cial and  moral  betterment.  Showing  diligence 
in  the  furtherance  of  worthy  ambition,  honor- 
able disposition  in  all  their  dealings  with  others, 
and  an  unselfish  spirit  of  helpfulness  in  social 
relations,  whether  of.  a  personal  nature  or  af- 
fecting the  community,  they  have  proved  their 
title  to  a  place  with  the  most  substantial  class  of 
citizens  that  this  region  can  boast.  The  branch 
of  the  family  here  under  consideration  are  the 
posterity  of  James  Foster,  second  son  of  John 
Foster,  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  in  this  section,  which  he  lived  to  see 
transformed  from  its  primitive  state  to  a  flour- 
ishing agricultural  and  industrial  section.  Bom 
Feb.  14,  1810,  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  Ven- 
ango county,  James  Foster  reached  his  eighty- 
ninth  year',  dying  in  1898.  For  something 
over  sixty-five  years  he  lived  on  the  old  farm 
in  Sandy  Creek  township  which  is  now,  with  the 
exception  of  twenty-five  acres,  owned  by  his 
son,  Joseph  T.  Foster,  of  Franklin,  and  which 
ranks  with  the  rich  oil  lands  of  the  county. 

The  early  history  of  the  Foster  family, 
from  Ross  Foster,  father  of  John  Foster,  in- 
cluding full  mention  of  the  latter's  son  James 
and  his  family,  will  be  found  with  the  biog- 
raphy of  Joseph  T.  Foster,  brother  of  Robert 
A.  Foster,  with  whom  and  his  sons  the  present 
article  deals. 

Robert  A.  Foster,  son  of  James  and  Marga- 
ret (Armstrong)  Foster,  was  bom  Nov.  ??• 
1841,  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  where  he  was 
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reared,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  local  com- 
mon schools.  His  early  years  were  devoted  to 
farming,  which  he  followed  principally  until 
1864,  after  which  the  oil  development  took  most 
of  his  attention,  his  interest  therein  dating  from 
the  inception  of  the  industry  in  this  region.  He 
has  not  confined  his  operations  to  his  own 
lands,  having  for  some  time  held  leases  in  But- 
ler county  as  well  as  on  other  local  farms,  but 
he  sold  the  last  of  these  some  ten  years  ago, 
though  he  is  still  producing  on  his  home  place. 
This  has  been  a  valuable  field  for  the  second 
sand,  which  crosses  it,  the  output  being  a  light 
oil.  He  helped  to  drill  wells  along  the  Alle- 
gheny and  tributary  streams  about  1871,  in 
which  ^ear  the  Bully  Hill  region  production  be- 
gan, his  farm  being  the  center  of  its  activities. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Foster  gave  practically  all 
his  business  energy  to  the  production  of 
oil,  with  large  returns  on  his  investments, 
but  he  has  withdrawn  from  active  work 
to  a  large  extent  and  is  now  enjoying  his 
beautiful  farm  home  in  Sandy  Creek  town- 
ship, contenting  himself  with  the  management 
of  his  lar^e  interests.  He  has  been  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  serving  faithfully  as  school 
director,  road  commissioner,  etc.,  in  his  town- 
ship, and  using  his  ample  means  in  the  further- 
ance of  movements  which  he  feels  do  the  great- 
est good  to  the  greatest  number.  His  personal 
popularity  is  well  deserved,  having  been  ac- 
quired in  the  agreeable  associations  of  many 
years  with  his  neighbors  and  co-workers.  He 
has  taken  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
East  Grove  M.  E.  Church,  which  is  situated 
near  his  home,  on  the  site  of  the  original  house 
of  worship  of  the  congregation,  has  served  as 
steward  and  trustee,  and  has  also  been  a  valued 
worker  in  the  Sunday  school,  which  is  a  per- 
manent institution  and  a  matter  of  great  pride 
to  the  organization;  there  are  special  Sunday 
school  rooms  provided,  and  this  branch  of  the 
church  work  has  taken  an  important  place  in 
the  activities  of  the  congregation.  Mr.  Foster 
is  a  Republio^n  on  political  questions. 

In  1863  Mr.  Foster  was  married  to  Mary 
Ann  Haslett,  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Haslett,  the  latter  dying  when  forty- 
five  years  of  age.  She  was  born  and  reared  in 
Rockland  township,  this  county.  Mr.  Haslett 
subsequently  married  (second)  Susan  Zigler, 
who  survived  him  a  few  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  Cranberry  township,  this  county, 
when  he  was  seventy-one  years  old.  He  was 
brought  to  Venango  county  in  boyhood  by  his 
father,  Isaac  Haslett,  who  settled  in  Rockland 
township  and  died  there.  Theodore  Haslett 
moved  thence  to  Cranberry  township.     Eight 


children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fos- 
ter :  Olive  A.  lives  at  home ;  James  E.  is  farm- 
ing in  the  State  of  Washington;  Arthur  T., 
a  resident  of  Sandy  Creek  township,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Robert  A.  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  at  St.  Marys,  Ohio ;  Mary  L. 
is  the  wife  pf  F.  P.  Houser,  of  Sandy  Creek; 
George  W.,  of  Sandy  Creek  township,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Etta  M.  is  the  wife  of  H.  E. 
Baker  and  lives  on  part  of  the  home  farm ; 
Daisy  B.  is  engaged  in  office  work  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Arthur  T.  Foster  was  bom  Sept.  17,  1870, 
in  Sandy  Creek  township,  at  his  father's  home 
near  East  Grove  M.  E.  Oiurch,  and  grew  up 
there,  being  allowed  all  the  advantages  of  the 
local  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years 
he  started  life  on  his  own  account,  but  re- 
mained in  his  father's  employ  five  years  longer. 
For  some  years  he  was  associated  with  his 
brother  George  in  the  production  of  oil,  taking 
leases  on  one  hundred  acres  belonging  to  their 
father,  about  a  mile  distant  from  rtie  old  home 
farm,  and  making  important  developments  on 
that  tract,  drilling  eight  or  nine  producing  wells. 
When  they  dissolved  partnership  they  divided 
the  hundred  acres,  with  fourteen  wells  on  each 
part,  and  Arthur  T.  Foster  now  has  twenty- 
six  producing  wells  on  his  section,  besides  a  gas 
well  drilled  down  twenty- four  hundred  feet  to 
the  Bradford  sand,  for  home  use.  Twenty- 
five  more  wells  are  still  possible  on  this  prop- 
erty, which  has  been  by  no  means  exhausted, 
though  the  twenty-six  in  operation  now  are 
producing  an  average  of  a  quarter  of  a  barrel 
daily  each.  With  his  father  and  others  he  also 
has  interests  in  the  Foster  Company,  with  nine- 
teen wells  in  operation,  and  he  likewise  has  oil 
holdings  in  Butler  county,  though  the  latter 
have  not  yet  undergone  proper  development. 
For  some  years  he  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
Pemrick  Oil  Company,  of  Franklin,  and  its 
successor,  the  Crew  Levick  Company,  but  he 
disposed  of  that  interest.  Mr.  Foster  has  made 
good  progress  with  his  agricultural  work,  hav- 
ing carried  on  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  syste- 
matically and  also  made  fine  improvements  on 
his  property  in  the  way  of  buildings,  a  sub- 
stantial bam  and  silo  testifying  to  the  scientific 
care  which  he  gives  to  his  farm  produce  and 
stock.  He  raises  general  crops,  and  has  a  fine 
herd  of  Jersey  cows  started,  making  a  specialty 
of  good  butter.  Mr.  Foster  has  made  his  name 
synonymous  with  the  best  citizenship  in  his 
township.  Every  worthy  project  can  count 
upon  his  co-operation  and  influence,  which 
are  highly  valued  hy  his  old-time  associates. 

In  his  twenty-third  year  Mr.  Foster  married 
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Carrie  Tibbins,  daughter  of  George  and  Mag-  " 
gie  Tibbins,  then  neighbors  of  the  Foster  fam- 
ily, now  living  in  Franklin.  Of  the  children 
bom  to  this  union  ten  survive,  namely:  Earl, 
who  married  Helen  McClelland ;  Dora,  now  the 
wife  of  Gordon  Graham,  of  Franklin;  Lloyd, 
who  attended  Grove  City  College  and  is  nov/ 
employed  in  Franklin ;  Hazel ;  Maude,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1918,  Franklin  high  school; 
Paul,  who  has  just  entered  high  school;  How- 
ard ;  Lucille ;  Richard,  and  Oyde.  The  family 
have  been  prominent  in  the  membership  of  the 
East  Grove  M.  E.  Church,  which  Mr.  Foster 
serves  as  trustee. 

George  W.  Foster,  youngest  son  of  Robert 
A.  Foster,  was  bom  Sept.  24,  1876,  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  received  an  excellent 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  afterward 
worked  for  his  father  until  ready  to  commence 
on  his  own  account.  For  the  last  fifteen  years 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil, 
he  and  his  brother  Arthur  leasing  the  oil  rights 
on  a  one-hundred-acre  tract  belonging  to  their 
father,  which  they  exploited  in  partnership 
until  eight  years  ago,  when  they  divided  it.  At 
that  time  there  were  fourteen  wells  on  each 
half,  and  they  have  continued  development 
work  independently  since,  George  VV.  Foster 
now  having  twenty-four  producing  wells  on  his 
portion,  with  a  good  average  production.  Mr. 
Foster  also  has  another  lease  on  Bully  Hill, 
comprising  eighteen  wells,  mostly  of  his  own 
development.  Mr.  Foster  made  his  home  in 
Sandy  Creek  township  imtil  three  years  ago, 
when  he  moved  to  the  city  of  Franklin,  where 
he  has  a  very  pleasant  home  at  No.  423  Elk 
street.  Practically  all  of  his  time  is  g^ven  to 
business,  no  outside  interests  except  the  duties 
of  citizenship  taking  him  from  his  work,  which 
has  prospered  accordingly.  Public  life  has  no 
attractions  for  him,  though  like  the  members  of 
his  family  generally  he  supports  |^ood  move- 
ments set  on  foot  in  his  community,  bearing 
the  reputation  among  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact  of  being  thoroughly  substantial  and 
dependable. 

On  March  23,  1898,  Mr.  Foster  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Catherine  Alice  Houser,  then 
twenty-two  years  old,  who  was  bom  on  Bully 
Hill,  daughter  of  Washington  B.  Houser,  who 
is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  They 
have  had  three  children:  Ruth  Armstrong, 
who  graduated  from  the  Franklin  high  school 
in  1917  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  Indiana 
(Pa.)  State  Normal  School;  Kenneth  Braden, 
a  junior  in  the  Franklin  high  school;  and 
Gladys  Elizabeth. 


EDWIN  LAURENTINE  DRAKE  takes 
his  place  in  history  as  the  pioneer  of  modem 
methods  of  development  of  oil  bearing  lands. 
Petroleum  or  rock  oil  had  long  been  known 
to  exist  in  various  localities  on  the  globe,  and 
was  valued  for  certain  purposes,  so  limited, 
however,  that  the  primitive  means  of  taking  it 
from  the  earth  yielded  sufficient  supply  until 
the  nineteenth-century  demand  for  cheap  but 
effective  illuminants  provided  the  animus  for 
a  larger  production.  Not  long  afterward  the 
increased  use  and  understanding  of  machinery 
created  an  interest  in  lubricants  and  another 
source  of  demand  for  oil.  As  a  fuel  its  use 
seems  to  be  regulated  largely  by  the  con- 
veniences devised  for  its  employment  in  that 
capacity.  The  method  of  obtaininp^  oil  in  large 
quantities  having  been  discovered  about  the 
same  time  as  its  new  uses,  one  of  the  greatest 
modem  industries  came  into  being. 

The  earliest  mention  of  petroleum  in  Penn- 
sylvania seems  to  have  occurred  in  the  report 
of  the  commander  of  Fort  Duquesne  to  Gen- 
eral Montcalm,  in  1750,  he  having  witnessed 
a  ceremony  of  the  Seneca  Indians  on  Oil  creek, 
a  prominent  feature  of  which  was  a  fire  made 
from  the  oil  which  had  oozed  to  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  Along  Oil  creek,  particularly  be- 
tween Titusville  and  Oil  City,  were  found  the 
circular,  square  and  oval  walled  pits  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  feet  deep,  cribbed  with  timber, 
so  often  referred  to  as  being  the  work  of  a 
race  of  people  who  occupied  the  county  prior 
to  the  advent  of  the  Indian  tribes.  From  their 
number  and  systematic  arrangement  petroleum 
was  doubtless  obtained  in  considerable  quan- 
tities. The  "oil  spring"  in  the  western  part  of 
Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  produced  "Seneca 
Oil/*  by  which  name  petroleum  was  called  in 
the  early  days,  and  was  well  known  to  the  In- 
dians, a  square  mile  around  it  being  reserved 
for  the  Senecas.  Other  Indian  tribes  used  it 
also.  Petroleum  was  gathered  from  the  approx- 
imate site  of  the  Drake  well  before  history  in 
that  region  began.  It  had  been  gathered  and 
used  by  the  aboriginal  Seneca  Indians  in  the 
vicinity,  on  Oil  creek  and  Pithole  creek,  for 
ceremonial  and  medical  purposes,  as  well  as 
for  mixing  their  paint,  long  before  the  advent 
of  the  white  man.  Its  existence  in  Venango 
county  was  known  to  the  early  settlers  in  the 
Oil  creek  regions.  It  was  not  a  new  thing 
to  the  white  people  when  Drake  left  his  New 
England  home  to  delve  for  it.  Early  explorers 
and  missionaries  mention  it.  David  Leis- 
berger,  a  Moravian  missionary,  told  of  oil 
springs  in  the  Allegheny  river  region,  but  did 
not  give  their  exact  location.    The  first  definite 
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mention  of  the  springs  on  Oil  creek  was  made 
by  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln  in  a  letter  to  Rev. 
Joseph  Willard  of  Cambridge  University  in 
1783,  from  which  time  we  find  frequent  refer- 
ences to  Oil  ereek  and  the  peculiar  product 
found  floating  on  its  waters,  from  which  it 
derived  its  name.  The  white  settlers  knew  the 
oil  chiefly  for  its  medical  properties.  Its  elfi- 
cacy  as  a  lubricant,  however,  was  also  becom- 
ing known  by  the  time  that  the  possibility  of 
securing  it  in  large  quantities  had  been  made 
apparent.  But  the  age  of  machinery  now 
dominating  human  effort  was  still  in  its  in- 
fancy, with  no  hint  of  the  present  enormous 
demand  for  oil  for  that  purpose  and  as  a  fuel. 
And  though  lamps  had  been  perfected  to  prac- 
tically their  present  stage,  they  were  not  yet 
in  general  use,  and  the  consumption  of  oil  in 
that  way  was  limited.  It  is  notable  that  the 
popularity  of  lamps,  and  the  discovery  of  a 
means  of  getting  oil  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
place  it  within  the  reach  of  the  people  gen- 
erally, should  have  come  about  almost  simul- 
taneously. 

Up  to  the  late  fifties  oil  seekers  were  still 
extracting  it  from  the  earth  in  the  age-long 
familiar  ways,  by  digging  open  wells  into 
which  it  was  allowed  to  seep  from  the  oil 
strata,  or  taking  it  from  the  surface  of  water 
where  it  gathered  by  dipping  blankets  which 
absorbed  it,  afterward  wringing  the  oil  from 
them  and  subjecting  it  to  a  crude  process  of 
cleansing  or  refining.  Sometimes  the  j^  and 
water  were  conveyed  by  rude  trenches  to  a 
common  basin,  from  which  they  were  pumped 
into  broad,  shallow  troughs,  shelving  off  to  the 
ground.  When  the  water  passed  from  each 
trough  to  the  next  a  small  skimmer  was  ad-/ 
just«l  just  under  the  surface  of  the  water, 
to  collect  the  oil  and  throw  it  off  to  one  side. 
Comparatively  few  people  seemed  to  consider 
the  industry  worthy  of  their  efforts.  A  Mr. 
Cary,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Oil  creek, 
a  little  more  enterprising  than  his  neighbors, 
would  collect  or  purchase  a  "cargo"  of  oil 
and  proceed  to  Pittsburgh,  to  exchange  it  for 
commodities  needed  by  his  family.  Tne  cargo 
consisted  of  two  five-gallon  kegs,  carried  over- 
land a  distance  of  seventy  or  eighty  miles  slung 
one  on  each  side  of  a  horse.  General  Hays, 
who  settled  in  Franklin  in  1803,  relates  that 
at  one  time  he  purchased  the  entire  produc- 
tion of  the  region,  amounting  to  sixteen  bar- 
rels, which  he  sold  in  Pittsburgh  at  about  one 
dollar  a  gallon.  It  might  be  remarked  here  st 
that  to  the  end  of  December,  1859,  the  price  of  / 
oil  never  went  below  twenty  dollars  a  barrel. V/tr 


to  make  a  regular  business  of  handling  pe- 
troleum, obtained  his  supply  from  Tarentum, 
above  Pittsburgh,  where  his  father  had  a  salt 
well,  the  salt  industry  being  established  there 
at  an  early  day.  A  brown  thick  naphtha,  as 
it  was  then  called,  was  found  with  the  brine, 
and  Kier  refined,  bottled  and  sold  it  as  a  great 
natural  panacea,  opening  his  establishment  in 
Pittsburgh  about  1849.  He  sold  about  three 
barrels  a  day.  Mr.  Kier  was  the  first  to  re- 
gard petroleum  seriously  for  lighting  purposes, 
making  experiments  in  distilling  it  until  he 
perfected  it  as  an  illuminant  and  building  a 
small  refinery  for  converting  the  crude  oil  in 
1850.  The  lamp  for  burning  the  new  illumi- 
nant, said  to  have  been  perfected  in  Austria 
as  a  development  of  earlier  American  inven- 
tions, was  secured  by  Mr.  Kier  and  manufac- 
tured by  him  at  Pittsburgh.  Kier's  refined 
oil  sold  for  a  dollar  twenty-five  per  gallon,  and 
though  expensive  was  supenor  ro  sperm  oil 
at  two  dollars  a  gallon.  The  manufacture  was 
limited  by  the  scant  supply,  no  oil  wells  having 
as  yet  been  drilled,  the  oil  being  pumped  out 
of  the  salt  wells  at  the  usual  depth  from  which 
salt  water  was  obtained.  The  discovery  of  so 
important  a  use  created  an  active  demand,  and 
led  to  efforts  to  increase  the  supply  of  the 
crude  article.  Pits  were  sunk  in  various  locali- 
ties from  which  the  oil  was  taken  at  stated 
seasons. 

During  this  period,  also,  a  cotton  factory  in 
Pittsburgh  used  about  two  barrels  of  oil 
weekly  from  Tarentum  for  lubricating  pur- 
poses in  combination  with  fine  sperm  oil,  to 
which  the  mixture  was  found  superior.  But 
in  this  as  in  other  cases  the  users  and  dealers 
never  seemed  to  think  of  expanding  the  busi- 
ness. Their  own  wants  supplied,  it  did  not 
occur  to  them  to  produce  in  larger  quantities 
and  find  a  larger  market.  The  market  had  to 
be  created — there  was  no  demand  and  no  need 
of  any  great  quantity  of  oil  until  its  useful- 
ness became  known.  Its  immense  possibilities 
received  little  thought  even  from  those  best  ac- 
quainted with  its  value.  Some  progress  in  this 
direction  had  been  achieved,  however,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  a  process  for  making  a  satis- 
factory illuminating  oil  from  coal  had  been 
perfected  and  considerable  headway  made  in 
establishing  the  business  of  manufacturing  it, 
when  the  discovery  that  petroleum  could  be 
obtained  in  quantities  and  refined  by  a  much 
simpler  and  more  inexpensive  method  de- 
stroyed the  business  completely. 

These  preliminary  remarks  have  been  in- 
troduced to  acquaint  the  reader  with  the  con- 
Samuel  Kier,  of  Pittsburgh,  one  of  the  first     ditions  that  prevailed  up  to  the  time  of  Drake's 
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activities  in  the  oil  business  and  enable  him  to 
contrast  them  with  those  brought  about  directly 
\/       through  his  labors. 

Born  March  29,  1819,  at  Greenville,  N.  Y., 
his  parents  were  farming  people  in  moderate 
circumstances.  He  was  the  eldest  of  their 
two  children,  both  sons,  the  other  dying  in 
the  far  West  about  the  time  E.  L.  Drake  made 
his  first  success  in  the  oil  fields.  Drake  was 
about  eight  years  old  when  his  parents  moved 
to  the  vicinity  of  Castleton,  Vt.,  where  the 
children  had  the  benefit  of  an  old  time  New 
England  common  school  education.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  left  home  to  improve  his 
fortunes  in  the  West,  setting  out  for  Michi- 
gan, where  an  uncle  was  living.  At  Buffalo, 
however,  he  obtained  a  situation  as  night  clerk 
on  the  steamer  "Wisconsin,"  plying  between 
that  port  and  Detroit,  and  held  it  until  the 
season  closed,  when  he  went  on  to  his  uncle's, 
near  Ann  Arbor,  and  worked  on  a  farm  for 
about  a  year.  Then  for  two  years  he  was 
clerk  in  a  hotel  at  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  where  he 
probably  acquired  some  of  the  **push"  which 
stood  him  in  such  good  stead  in  his  subsequent 
difficulties  as  a  pioneer  in  the  oil  regions.  On 
leaving  Tecumseh  he  returned  to  Vermont  for 
a  visit  with  his  parents  and  was  persuaded 
to  remain  in  the  East.  Going  to  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  he  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  store  three 
years,  but  the  prospects  did  not  seem  to  offer 
any  betterment  and  he  gave  up  this  situation 
to  take  a  position  in  a  retail  dry  goods  store  on 
Broadway,  New  York  City.  While  there  he 
married  a  young  woman  from  Springfield, 
Mass.,  where  they  moved  soon  afterward,  Mr. 
Drake  having  been  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
afflicted  with  a  lingering  illness  which  made  it 
advisable  for  him  to  seek  country  air.  There 
he  was  offered  the  position  of  express  agent 
on  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  at  a  salary 
\y  of  fifty  dollars  a  month,  acting  in  that  capacity 
until  1849,  when  he  resigned  to  become  a  con- 
ductor on  the  newly  opened  New  York  &  New 
Haven  railroad,  being  so  engaged  for  nearly 
ten  years,  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
superiors,  until  he  resigned  to  take  charge  of 
the  oil  developments  on  Oil  creek,  in  Venango 
county,  Pa.  While  on  the  railroad  he  had 
opportunity  to  form  an  extensive  acquaintance. 
In  1854  his  wife  died,  leaving  him  with  one 
child  (two  others  had  died),  and  he  broke 
up  his  comfortable  little  home  in  New  Haven 
and  went  to  boarding.  While  making  his  home 
at  the  "Tontine  Hotel"  he  became  acquainted 
with  James  M.  Townsend,  a  banker  of  New 
Haven,  who,  a  few  years  later,  when  the  pros- 
pects of  the  Pennsylvania  Rock  Oil  Company 


were  very  poor,  induced  him  to  invest  a  little 
balance  of  two  hundred  dollars  which  he  had 
in  bank  in  stock  of  that  corporation,  selling 
Drake  part  of  the  five  hundred  shares  which 
he  held.  Thus  began  his  connection  with  the 
oil  business.  The  greatness  of  rock  oil  began 
with  his  first  successful  well. 

The  Pennsylvania  Rock  Oil  Company,  the 
first  oil  company  to  be  formed,  was  organized 
during  the  middle  fifties  and  acquired  a  tract 
of  land  on  Oil  creek  below  Titusville,  in 
Cherrytree  township,  Venango  county,  where- 
on was  located  an  "oil  spring"  whose  product 
was  exhaustively  analyzed  by  Prof.  Benjamin  ^ 
SiUiman,  Jr.  His  report  was  the  basis  for 
floating  the  shares  of  the  first  oil  company.  Its 
land  was  purchased  from  Brewer,  Watson  & 
Company,  the  owners,  in  1854.  In  1853  George 
H.  Bissell,  the  founder  of  the  company,  had 
become  interested  in  rock  oil,  when  he  saw 
a  bottle  of  the  fluid  sent  to  Professor  Crosby^ 
of  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H., 
by  the  Professor's  nephew.  Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer, 
son  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  land, 
who  were  having  the  oil  spring  thereon 
worked.  "  Mr.  Bissell,  a  native  of  Hanover, 
had  been  practicing  law  in  New  Orleans  and 
was  in  the  North  for  his  health.  After  he 
had  had  an  investigation  made  he  interested 
Mr.  Eveleth,  with  whom  he  had  been  asso- 
ciated in  New  Orleans,  and  they  visited  Titus- 
ville together  in  1854.  Mr.  BisselTs  interest 
and  faith  led  him  to  organize  a  stock  company 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  springs,  the 
company  buying  the  land  where  the  principal 
deposits  were  found  for  $5,000  and  one  fifth 
of  the  shares  of  the  company,  and  leasing  all 
the  rest  of  the  company's  lands  on  Oil  creek 
considered  fit  for  exploitation  on  a  ninety- 
nine-years  lease,  free  of  royalty.  A  man 
named  Angier,  who  had  been  working  on  the 
property,  was  hired  to  trench  the  lands  and 
pump  the  surface  oil  and  water  into  vats,  and 
the  first  three  barrels  thus  obtained  were  sent 
to  Prof.  Benjamin  Silliman,  Jr.,  of  Yale 
College,  for  analysis,  his  report  being  pub- 
lished in  the  fall  of  1855.  .The  value  of  the 
crude  oil  was^  placed  at  about  seventy-five  cents 
a.gall<Mi.   1/ 

The  Pennsylvania  Rock  Oil  Co.  experienced 
several  years  of  vicissitudes  in  getting  started. 
It  was  originally  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  but  New  York  cor- 
porations not  being  in  favor  the  stock  did  not 
sell,  and  reorganization  under  a  Connecticut 
charter  was  undertaken.  Then  George  H. 
Bissell,  originator  of  the  company,  discovered 
that  the  Pennsylvania  statutes  rendered  owner- 
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ship  of  lands  by  a  foreign  corporation  impos- 
sible, and  the  property  was  conveyed  by  deed 
to  two  Connecticut  gentlemen  who  executed 
a  lease  to  the  Pennsylvania  Rock  Oil  Company 
for  ninety-nine  years.  This  was  the  first  step 
toward  success.  Professor  Silliman  was  the 
first  president  of  the  company.  The  stock  was 
floated,  but  nothing  much  was  accomplished 
until  James  W.  Townsend,  who  had  succeeded 
Professor  Silliman  as  president,  sent  Edwin 
L.  Drake  to  Titusville  to  rectify  an  oversight 
in  the  legal  conveyance,    (x^ 

During  the  summer  of  1857  Drake  had  an 
illness  which  necessitated  his  giving  up  work 
on  the  railroad  for  a  couple  of  months,  and 
Mr.  Townsend  shrewdly  hit  upon  the  expedi- 
ent of  sending  him  to  inspect  the  locality  of 
the  company's  holdings  while  it  could  be  done 
at  the  expense  of  the  company,  a  hitch  in  a 
lease  affording  the  pretext  for  his  visit,  in  or- 
der to  straighten  out  the  legal  details.  It-  was 
at  this  time  that  he  acquired  the  title  of 
"Colonel"  by  which  he  was  known  during  the 
rest  of  his  life,  letters  and  legal  documents 
being  so  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Townsend 
from  the  East  in  order  to  lend  dignity  to  his 
position  and  impress  his  new  acquaintances  in 
Pennsylvania.     ^ 

Though  at  that  time  he  knew  little  about  the 
production  of  oil,  he  took  his  duties  seriously 
and  went  about  them  intelligently.  On  his 
way  to  Titusville  he  stopped  at  Syracuse  lo 
look  at  the  salt  wells,  and  he  arrived  at  his 
destination  about  the  middle  of  December, 
1857,  on  the  wagon  that  brought  the  mail  from 
Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Finishing  that  part  of  the 
le|[al  business  which  could  be  accomplished  in 
Titusville  he  went  to  Pittsburgh,  to  obtain  the 
signatures  of  Mrs.  Brewer  and  Mrs.  Rynd  to 
his  papers,  and  en  route  visited  the  Kier  wells 
at  Tarentum.  After  his  return  to  New  Haven 
a  lease  was  executed  (Dec.  30,  1857)  to  him- 
self and  Edwin  E.  Bowditch,  one  of  the  largest 
New  Haven  stockholders,  and  again  there 
arose  the  dissension  which  had  been  the  great 
drawback  to  any  profitable  activity  of  the  com- 
pany during  the  several  years  of  its  existence. 
Mr.  Bissell  and  Jonathan  Watson,  represent- 
ing a  majority  of  the  stock,  refused  to  concur 
in  the  action  of  a  majority  of  the  directors,  but 
eventually  an  agreement  was  reached  and  a 
supplementary  lease  was  made,  on  which  a 
new  corporation,  the  Seneca  Oil  Company,  was 
organized  March  23,  1858,  comprising  all  the 
New  Haven  stockholders  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Rock  Oil  Company.  Mr.  Drake  was  the 
nominal  president  of  the  new  company  and  ap- 
peared as  the  principal  stockholder,  though  he 


actually  owned  only  a  comparatively  small 
interest,  transferring  most  of  the  shares  in  his 
name  to  six  other  stockholders. 

Soon  after  the  new  arrangement  was  effected 
he  started  with  his  family  for  Titusville,  arriv- 
ing about  May  i,  1858,  and  until  a  house  was 
prepared  they  boarded  at  the  "American 
Hotel,"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  and  their  two 
children,  and  a  horse,  being  boarded  for  six 
and  a  half  dollars  a  week.  A  few  years  later, 
when  oil  had  brought  crowds  to  this  region, 
the  amount  would  have  been  double  that  per 
day.  As  another  illustration  of  conditions 
then  existing  in  the  neighborhood,  when  Drake 
wanted  a  couple  of  picks  and  spades,  a  few 
weeks  after  his  arrival,  he  found  there  were 
none  to  be  had  nearer  than  Erie  or  Meadville. 

It  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  any  of 
the  early  seekers  to  bore  for  oil,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  it  was  frequently  found  when 
boring  for  salt.  In  fact,  when  a  strong  vein  of 
oil  was  struck  while  boring  a  well  for  salt  at 
Horse  creek,  five  miles  above  Oil  City,  on  the 
Allegheny  river,  at  a  depth  of  seventy  or  eighty 
feet,  the  project  was  abandoned  in  disgust. 
The  oil  and  gas  so  frequently  encountered  in 
making  salt  borings  were  considered  a  mis- 
fortune, though  at  some  wells  the  gas  was 
used  under  the  pans  to  evaporate  the  brine  and 
found  economical.  But  a  little  before  Drake 
was  sent  out  to  take  charge  of  the  oil  com- 
pany's operations  a  controlling  number  of  the 
stockholders  had  been  frankly  interested  in 
the  project  of  sinking  an  artesian  well  to  ob- 
tain, oil,  following  the  method  employed  in 
sinking  salt  wells,  hence  Mr.  Drake's  investi- 
gation of  operations  at  Tarentum,  to  which 
point  he  made  several  trips.  The  work  of 
trenching  and  gathering  the  oil  had  gone  on 
with  but  indifferent  success  up  to  this  time, 
and  all  he  had  to  start  with  was  the  primitive 
equipment  used  therefor.  His  first  efforts  were 
bent  toward  securing  the  services  of  a  profes- 
sional artesian  driller,  which  immediately  of- 
fered difficulties,  all  the  experienced  men  that 
he  could  find  being  engaged  on  jobs  that  would 
last  until  falL,,..jCleantime  he  obtained  what 
oil  he  coulrT^y  delving,  and  on  July  2,  1858, 
he  reported  that  after  continuous  digging  he 
was  taking  out  about  ten  gallons  of  oil  a  day, 
and  sinking  a  well  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
what  oil  there  "is  on  the  island."  By  August 
his  difficulties  with  striking  water  had  con- 
vinced him  that  hand  boring  was  impracticable 
and  he  had  arranged  for  an  engine  and  was 
getting  a  pump  house  built  in  readiness  for 
the  borer  he  had  engaged.  Though  it  is  said 
the    company    kept    him   well    supplied   with ' 
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funds,  as  liberality  was  then  regarded,  the 
money  did  not  reach  him  in  time  for  fall 
operations,  and  in  February,  1859,  he  went  to 
Tarentum  and  hired  a  driller  for  April.  This 
man,  having  found  a  better  job  by  that  time, 
pretended  to  believe  that  Drake  was  a  mono- 
iWaniac  on  the  subject  of  petroleum,  and  the 
L/ Colonel"  was  beginning  to  feel  the  effects 
of  the  prevailing  opinion  regarding  his  ideas, 
and  the  prospect  of  their  realization.  He  was 
engaged  at  a  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  the 
company  had  provided  him  with  a  thousand 
dollars  with  which  to  begin  operations,  but 
he  not  only  exhausted  all  the  funds  furnished 
by  the  company,  but  also  his  own  means,  and 
used  his  credit  to  the  utmost,  before  the 
drilling  was  completed,  and  the  first  success- 
ful well  came  in.  Though  he  had  been  re- 
ceived with  ostentatious  hospitality  when  he 
arrived  at  Titusville,  he  soon  found  that  he 
was  regarded  by  some  as  a  visionary  fanatic 
and  by  others  as  an  untrustworthy  adventurer, 
and  he  had  little  friendly  encouragement  in  his 
early  operations,  though  many  took  advantage 
of  his  discovery  as  soon  as  work  had  advanced 
far  enough  to  convince  them  and  make  their 
ventures  safe.  He  had  two  real  friends,  how- 
V  ever,  in  Ruel  D.  Fletcher  and  Peter  Wilson, 
who  helped  him  out  to  the  extent  of  their  re- 
sources, and  made  it  possible  for  him  to  con- 
tinue until  success  came  at  length.  After  the 
driller  just  mentioned  failed  him,  Mr.  Kier, 
whom  Drake  found  busy  experimenting  with 
refining  when  he  visited  him  on  his  quest  for 
drilling  tools  and  drillers,  recommended  Wil- 
liam ("Uncle  Billy")  Smith  and  his  two  sons, 
who  had  done  a  great  deal  of  work  about  his 
salt  wells,  and  their  services  were  secured 
through  Mr.  Kier's  friendly  activities.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  reliable  blacksmith  as  well  as  an 
experienced  driller.  They  arrived  in  Titus- 
ville with  their  drilling  tools  about  the  middle 
of  June.  1859,  and  commenced  work  at  once, 
the  derrick  having  been  raised  in  May.  Many 
delays  were  caused  throughout  the  course  of 
the  work  by  the  crudeness  of  the  first  appli- 
ances used  as  well  as  the  untried  methods 
\y  which  had  to  be  adopted.  Drake's  first  idea 
was  to  dig  a  deep  well  to  the  rock  and  curb 
it,  a  method  found  impracticable  after  months 
of  labor,  the  earth  caving  in  and  the  hole 
filling  with  water  a  few  feet  below  the  surface. 
Water  interfering  again  after  the  Smiths 
started  operations,  Mr.  Drake  determined  to 
test  his  own  idea  of  how  the  difficulty  might 
be  overcome.  He  made  up  his  mind  to  drive 
heavy  iron  pipe  (after  experimenting  with 
•  others)  to  the  surface  of  the  rock,  where  bor- 


ing had  to  begin,  and  then  drill  through  it  un- 
til oil  was  reached.  It  is  commonly  believed 
that  this  method,  which  made  all  the  difference 
between  failure  and  success,  originated  with 
him.  He  might  have  made  a  fortune  from  the 
drive  pipe  idea  alone,  but  he  never  took  the 
trouble  to  apply  for  a  patent  for  it — one  of 
many  valuable  ideas  and  devices  never  patent- 
ed. The  development  of  tools  is  another  story. 
Drake  was  the  first  to  apply  those  that  had 
been  devised  for  artesian  boring  to  tapping^ 
the  earth  for  oil,  having  "Uncle  Billy"  make 
a  special  set  for  the  purpose.  He  also  pro- 
cured a  small  steam  engine  to  drive  the  pipe 
and  furnish  power  for  the  drilling,  a  great  im- 
provement over  the  spring  pole  method  usually 
employed  in  those  days  for  driving  the  drill 
through  the  rock,  though  strange  to  say  oil 
well  workers  were  long  shy  of  employing  this 
means  of  lightening  their  labors,  and  it  was 
several  years  before  engines  and  boilers  were 
designed  especially  to  stand  the  severe  strain 
of  drilling  and  working  oil  wells.  (I>rake's 
second  well,  near  the  first,  was  "kicked"  down 
with  the  spring  pole.)  The  drive  pipe  was 
ready  for  the  drill  about  the  middle  of  August, 
and  on  Saturday,  Aug.  27th,  over  a  year  from 
the  time  Drake  commenced  operations,  just 
when  the  workers  were  about  to  quit  for  the 
day,  the  drill  dropped  into  one  of  the  crevices 
common  alike  in  oil  and  salt  borings,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  six  inches,  making  the  hole 
sixty-nine  and  a  half  feet  deep,  striking  a  vein 
\/of  oil  in  the  first  sand^  though  the  men  did  not 
realize  it.  The  tooftwere  withdrawn,  and  they 
went  home  to  rest  until  Monday  morning. 
But  on  Sunday  afternoon  "Uncle  Billy,"  going 
to  the  well  to  look  around,  peered  into  the 
hole  and  saw  fluid  within  eight  or  ten  feet  of 
the  surface.  He  dipped  down  and  found  it  to 
be  petroleum.  With  the  aid  of  a  tin  pitcher 
pump  he  and  his  young  son  raised  several  bar- 
rels of  oil  that  day,  which  they  proudly  ex- 
hibited to  Drake  on  his  arrival  at  the  well 
Monday  morning.  A  pump  was  rigged  and 
adjusted  that  day,  and  the  well  commenced 
producing  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
barrels  a  day,  according  to  the  different  ac- 
counts. When  a  year  old  it  was  still  pumping 
eighteen  barrels  a  day,  giving  the  impression 
that  the  supply  was  as  inexhaustible  as  water, 
but  by  March,  i860,  its  production  had  de- 
creased to  four  barrels  a  day.  It  was  after- 
ward drilled  deeper  and  continued  to  produce 
for  many  years. 

This  well,  the  first  drilled  for  oil,  was  on 

Watson's  Flats,  in  Cherrytree  township,  Ven- 

\Ax\go  county,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  below 
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Titusville.  Though  it  was  in  a  then  inacces- 
sible region,  the  news  had  spread  so  thor- 
oughly by  Monday  thajt  enterprising  men  were 
riding  up  and  down  the  Oil  creek  valley,  from 
Titusville  to  the  Allegheny,  leasing  lands  for 
production.  Within  a  month  the  rush  was 
on.  Drake's  indomitable  faith  and  unfailing 
perseverance  had  launched  a  new  industry. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  when  oil  was 
'*struck"  Mr.  Kier,  already  mentioned, 
promptly  made  a  contract  for  part  of  the  pro- 
duction at  fifty-sjx  cents  a  gallon,  the  remain- 
der being  shipped  to  New  York  and  marketed 
through  Schieffeliri  &  Co.  Mr.  Kier  was 
among  the  pioneer  oil  operators  on  Oil  creek 
after  Drake's  discovery  as  well  as  a  pioneer 
in  marketing  the  product.  i/Considering  con- 
ditions and  lack  of  demand  at  the  time,  the 
disposing  of  the  oil  was  less  difficult  than 
might  have  been  expected.  However,  the 
difficulty  increased  with  the  comparatively 
great  production,  and  after  the  first  couple  of 
years  it  was  almost  impossible  to  sell  at  any 
price.  However,  Drake  arranged  with  Mr. 
Kier  to  take  about  one  third  of  his  production, 
and  it  was  provided  that  the  rest  be  sold  on 
commission.  An  explosion  and  fire  occurred 
two  months  after  Drake's  first  well  was 
started,  but  fortunately  the  quantity  of  oil  at 
the  well  was  small  and  it  burned  out  without 
doing  great  damage.  No  one  was  hurt.  Op- 
erations were  resumed  within  a  week. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Drake  himself  did  not 
profit  as  he  deserved  to  by  his  exertions.  No 
money  had  to  be  paid  on  most  of  the  first 
leases  taken,  the  farmers  being  content  with  a 
joyahy  on  the  oil.  He  thought  that  he  had 
just  happened  to  strike  a  crevice.  The  possi- 
bility of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  wells  be- 
ing put  down  seemed  to  him  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. And  by  the  time  he  realized  what  he 
had  started,  leases  were  beyond  his  jneans. 

Shortly  after  arriving  here  he  had  bought 
twenty-five  acres  in  Titusville,  of  Jonathan 
Watson,  through  the  center  of  which  Drake 
street  now  runs,  for  two  thousand  dollars. 
Being  unable  to  make  the  final  payment  he 
sold  it  in  1863,  realizing  ten  thousand  dollars 
on  the  transaction.  It  was  resold  shortly  for 
ninety  thousand,  and  afterward  valued  at 
treble  that  amount.  In  i860  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Titusville,  an  office 
worth  about  three  thousand  dollars  a  year  at 
that  time,  when  men  were  rushing  to  sell  and 
buy  leases,  the  documents  for  which  he  mostly 
drew  and  acknowledged.  At  the  same  time 
he  bought  oil  for  Schieflfelin  Brothers  of  New 
York,  and  thus  raised  his  income  to  about  five 


thousand  a  year.  On  selling  his  property,  in 
1863,  he  left  the  oil  region  forever,  taking  with 
him  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  united  himself  with  a  Wall  street 
broker  in  oil  stocks.  His  little  fortune  was 
soon  engulfed.  His  health,  already  impaired 
by  his  strenuous  labors  in  the  oil  fields,  gave 
way,  and  his  wife,  Laura  (Dow),  of  New 
Haven,  whom  he  had  married  about  the  first 
of  the  year  1857,  undertook  to  secure  their 
future  as  well  as  possible.  She  was  a  woman 
of  most  excellent  character  and  noble  traits, 
a  friend  and  guide  in  prosperity  and  a  **staflf 
and  a  light  in  the  gloomy  days  of  adversity  and 
want."  She  removed  the  family  to  a  cheap 
and  quiet  location  in  Vermont  and  hoarded 
carefully  the  little  that  she  had  been  able  to 
save  from  the  wreck.  But  his  illness  persisted 
and  his  strength  failed,  and  being  advised  by 
his  physician  to  seek  the  sea  air  Mr.  Drake 
removed  with  his  family  to  the  Highjands  of 
Never-Sink,  near  Long  Branch,  N.  J.,  a  friend 
having  offered  the  use  of  a  cottage  there. 
With  funds  exhausted,  Mrs.  Drake  attempted 
to  support  him  and  the  four  children  by  her 
needle,  but  Mr.  Drake  needing  constant  care, 
it  was  impossible  to  make  both  ends  meet  with 
what  time  she  could  give  to  such  work,  and 
they  could  not  obtain  sufficient  food,  let  alone 
medicine.  It  was  difficult  even  to  scrape  to- 
gether the  price  of  railroad  fare  to  New  York 
City,  where  Mr.  Drake,  one  day  in  1869,  went 
in  the  effort  to  secure  a  position  for  his  eldest 
son,  then  but  twelve  years  old,  among  some  of 
his  old  acquaintances.  It  was  a  fruitless  er- 
rand in  that  regard,  but  before  returning  home 
in  the  afternoon  he  met  Mr.  Zebulon  Martin, 
of  Titusville,  then  on  a  visit  to  the  city.  Learn- 
ing his  circumstances,  Mr.  Martin  gave  him 
twenty  dollars  for  immediate  needs,  and 
cheered  him  with  the  hope  of  raising  a  fimd 
for  him  in  the  oil  region.  On  his  return  home 
he  called  a  meeting  to  devise  ways  and  means 
for  assisting  the  Drakes  permanently.  With 
characteristic  generosity,  a  fund  of  $4,833.50 
was  at  once  subscribed  by  the  oil  men  of  the 
rqg^on.  Henry  H.  Roeers^  of  New  York,  con- 
tributed secretly  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
family.  The  fund  was  turned  over  to  Mrs. 
Drake,  who  continued  to  help  by  sewing.  In 
1870,  on  a  physician's  advice,  she  removed 
her  husband  and  the  three  younger  children  to 
Bethlehem,  near  Allentown,  Pa.,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death.  The  widow  and  children 
remained  there  until  1895,  in  which  year  they 
removed  to  New  England.  The  Pennsylvania 
legislature,  act  of  April  7,  1873,  granted  a  pen- 
sion of  $1,500  yearly  to  Drake-or  his  wife  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


800 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


life,  and  as  Mr.  Rogers  also  continued  giving 
Drake  passed  his  remaining  days  in  comfort. 
Thaddeus  Stevens  had  prepared  a  bill  (found 
among  his  papers  after  his  death)  which  he  in- 
tended to  introduce  into  Congress,  asking  for 
an  appropriation  of  $250,000  for  Drake  in 
recognition  of  his  services  to  the  general  wel- 
fare. 

On  Oct.  4,  1901,  the  beautiful  memorial  to 
Drake  standing  in  Woodlawn  cemetery,  Titus- 
ville,  was  unveiled  by  the  school  children  of 
that  city.  There  were  present  men  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  niany  of  whom  had 
traveled  hundreds  of  miles  for  the  occasion. 
Mrs.  Drake,  widow  of  the  discoverer,  was 
there  as  a  guest  of  the  city.  The  name  of  the 
donor,  Henry  H.  Rogers,  who  appropriated 
sixty  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose,  was 
not  known  until  after  his  death,  when  it  was 
engraved  on  a  blank  on  the  memorial  left  for 
that  purpose.  The  monument  is  a  splendid 
work  of  art,  typifying  the  idea  of  primitive 
man  wresting  from  the  earth  her  .secrets  and 
gifts  with  all  the  energy,  determination  and 
vigor  possible  in  a  representation  of  labor. 
^    It  is  inscribed  as  follows : 

Col.  E.  L.  Drake,  born  at  Greenville,  N.  Y.,  March 

29,  MDCCCXIX;  died  at  Bethlehem,  Pa., 

November  8,  MDCCCLXXX.  Founder 

of  the  petroleum  industry. 

Friend  of  Man. 

Called  by  circumstances  to  the  solution  of 
A  g^eat  mining  problem, 
He  triumphantly  vindicated  American  skill  and 
Near  this  spot  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  an  industry 

That  has  enriched  the  State, 

Benefited  mankind, 

Stimulated  the  mechanic  arts, 

Enlarged  the  pharmacopia, 

And   has   attamed  world-wide   proportions. 

He  sought  for  himself 

Not  wealth  nor  social  distinction, 

Content  to  let  others  follow  where  he  led. 

At  the  threshold  of  his  fame  he  retired. 

To  end  his  days  in  quieter  pursuits. 

His  highest  ambition 
The  successful  accomplishment  of  his  task, 
His  noble  victory  the  conquest  of  the  rock. 
Bequeathing  to  posterity  the  fruits  of 
His  labor  and  his  industry. 

His  last  days  oppressed  by  ills — 

To  want  no  stranger — 

He  died  in  comparative  obscurity. 

This  monument  is  erected  by 

Henry  Huttleston  Rogers, 

\y    In  grateful  recognition  and  remembrance. 

The  inscription  was  adapted  from  a  tablet  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  P.  C.  Boyle,  editor  in  chief  of 


the  Oil   City  Derrick,  and   selected  by   Mr. 
Rogers. 

Ihe  original  plans  of  Canadohta  Chapter, 
D.  A.  R.,  for  a  park  and  a  granite  shaft  to 
mark  the  site  of  the  first  oil  well,  were  changed 
and  modified,  owing  partly  to  the  death  of  sev- 
eral prominent  oil  men  who  were  interested  in 
assisting  the  Chapter,  notably  Mr.  H.  H. 
Rogers,  Sr.,  who  had  given  encouragement  and 
financial  aid  in  the  beginning  of  work  for  the 
project.  As  the  work  was  finally  carried  out, 
in  1914,  the  well  is  permanently  marked  by  a 
native  boulder  which  stands  upon  a  substan- 
tial foundation  of  rocks  and  shrubbery.  Upon 
the  boulder  is  a  bronze  tablet  with  a  figure  of 
the  original  derrick  and  a  suitable  inscription 
(see  illustration  in  Chapter  XIII,  Oil— uas — 
Coal).  The  mound  of  rocks  and  shrubbery  is 
twenty  feet  by  forty  feet,  and  six  feet  in  height 
at  the  base  of  the  stone.  The  boulder  is  eleven 
feet  high,  nine  feet  wide,  five  feet  in  thick- 
ness. The  tablet,  which  faces  the  approach 
from  Titusville,  about  two  miles  distant,  is 
five  feet  by  four  feet.  The  well  is  not  covered  ' 
except  by  a  capped  pjpe,  and  is  at  one  side  of 
the  mound,  which  is  situated  in  the  midst  of 
an  acre  of  land  presented  to  Canadohta  Chap- 
ter by  Mrs.  David  Emery,  of  Titusville.  The 
Chapter  raised  seven  thousand  dollars,  and  out 
of  that  amotmt  has  retained  a  certain  sum  for 
a  maintenance  fund.  The  location  is  a  sightly 
spot  near  the  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
and  the  marker  is  easily  located  by  all  travel- 
ers between  Pittsburgh  and  Buffalo  by  the 
old  pine  tree  which  has  stood  there  since  1859, 
when  the  well  was  drilled.  It  is  a  place  re- 
garded with  much  interest,  and  although  off 
the  traveled  road  is  visited  by  a  great  many 
people.  Few  come  to  Titusville  from  a  dis- 
tance without  making  a  point  of  seeing  the 
Drake  well.  The  memorial  was  erected  by 
the  Chapter  during  the  regency  of  Mrs.  Roger 
Sherman,  and  largely  through  her  efforts. 

Colonel  Drake  was  a  man  of  admirable  and 
likable  personality,  affable  and  kindly  in  his 
manners  and  of  unblemished  character.  He 
had  a  happy  gift  for  stor}^  telling  which  went 
well  with  his  genial  nature,  and  held  an  affec- 
tionate place  in  the  friendship  of  the  many 
who  came  to  know  him  in  his  varied  activities. 


V- 


CYRUS  DICKSON  RYND  (deceased),  in 
his  day  a  leading  citizen  of  Complanter  town- 
ship, Venango  county,  was  an  honored  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families 
in  this  section.  Rynd  Farm  has  long  been  one 
of  the  best  known  locations  in  that  part  of 
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the  county,  and  the  members  of  the  family 
living  there  at  present  constitute  the  fifth  and 
sixth  generations  who  have  occupied  the  prop- 
erty from  the  time  of  its  purchase  by  Ambrose 
Rynd  from  the  Holland  Land  Company.  The 
Rynds  have  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  in- 
dustrial development  of  the  township  as  agri- 
culturists and  oil  operators,  and  have  aided  in 
every  phase  of  its  social  advancement  as  well, 
always  ranking  high  in  public  spirit  and  civic 
enterprise. 

Ambrose  Rynd  was  bom  in  Ireland  in  1738, 
and  was  a  wool  factor  in  that  country.  He 
must  have  been  intelligent  as  well  as  thrifty, 
for  he  succeeded  in  saving  twelve  hundred 
dollars,  a  substantial  sum  in  those  days,  which 
he  brought  with  him  in  gold  to  America  at  the 
time  of  his  emigration  in  1799.  His  first  loca- 
tion was  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  lived  a  year  or  so,  supporting  himself  by 
day  labor  and  keeping  his  store  of  money  until 
he  saw  a  proper  opportunity  to  invest  it.  In 
1800  he  came  to  the  Oil  creek  valley  in  Ve- 
nango county,  and  ^t  the  mouth  of  Cherry 
Tree  run  bought  a  tract  of  five  hundred  acres, 
lying  on  both  sides  of  Oil  creek,  where  he 
erected  a  cabin  and  passed  the  rest  of  his  life, 
following  farming  throughout  his  active  years. 
He  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-nine, 
and  though  not  a  young  man  when  he  settled 
here  succeeded  in  making  improvements  which 
added  greatly  to  the  value  of  his  property. 
His  upright  character  and  keen  intelligence 
brought  him  the  respect  of  all  his  neighbors, 
among  whom  he  enjoyed  a  standing  and  repu- 
tation of  which  his  posterity  have  every  reason 
to  be  proud.  His  wife  died  in  Ireland  before 
he  left  that  country,  and  he  always  made  his 
home  with  his  only  son,  John. 

John  Rynd,  son  of  Ambrose,  was  bom  in 
Ireland  in  1777  and  accompanied  his  father 
to  this  country.  They  labored  together  in  the 
early  improvement  and  development  of  the 
large  property,  and  John  Rynd  prospered  so 
well  in  his  own  activities  that  he  was  able  to 
add  to  the  original  estate,  giving  each  of  his 
sons  a  good  farm  and  each  of  his  daughters 
the  equivalent  in  money.  His  well  directed  in- 
dustry made  him  in  fact  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous men  of  this  section.  He  kept  a  house 
of  entertainment  for  the  convenience  of  travel- 
ers on  the  Warren  and  Franklin  road,  estab- 
lished Rynd  post  office,  one  of  the  first  in  the 
county,  was  an  elder  of  Cherry  Tree  Presby- 
terian Church  at  the  time  of  its  reorganization, 
and  was  altogether  one  of  the  most  influential 
men  of  his  day  in  the  locality.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  Nancy  McCaslin,  of  Allegheny  town- 
si 


*ship,  this  county,  he  had  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  the  son  James,  who  lived 
to  be  well  along  in  the  nineties,  passing  his 
closing  years  at  Tarentum,  this  State.  The 
father  died  in  the  year  1849. 

John  Rynd  (2),  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
(McCaslin)  Rynd,  was  bom  in  the  old  log 
cabin  on  the  homestead  in  1815,  and  was 
reared  there.  He  inherited  that  part  of  the 
property  lying  on  the  west  side  01  Oil  creek, 
and  lived  there  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Tree 
run  until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Pittsburgh, 
subsequently  making  his  home  at  Perrysville, 
Pa.  When  thirty  years  old  he  married  his 
cousin,  Nancy  McCaslin,  who  bore  the  same 
name  as  his  mother,  and  they  reared  a  family 
of  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. 

Cyrus  Dickson  Rynd,  son  of  John  Rynd  (2), 
was  born  April  2,  1849,  on  the  Rynd  farm  in 
Cornplanter  township,  where  he  remained  until 
fifteen  years  old,  acquiring  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  local  public  schools.  He  then 
moved  with  his  father  to  Pittsburgh,  his 
mothefr  having  died  the  previous  year,  and  for 
a  time  continued  his  studies  with  better  ad- 
vantages, attending  Beaver  Academy,  Duff's 
commercial  college  and  the  Western  Univers- 
ity. His  early  business  experience  was  gained 
in  that  city,  where  when  twenty- four  years  old 
he  took  the  general  agency  of  the  Wilson  shut- 
tle sewing  machine  for  western  Pennsylvania, 
eastern  Ohio  and  northern  Virginia,  being  so 
engaged  during  the  next  six  years.  For  about 
four  years  after  severing  this  association  he 
was  east  of  the  Allegheny  mountains  near 
Cumberland,  in  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  manag- 
ing a  three-hundred-acre  farm  for  his  uncle 
James  Rynd,  and  operating  the  property  with 
such  success  that  under  his  administration  it 
became  one  of  the  most  noted  stock  farms  in 
the  State.  But  the  climate  did  not  agree  with 
him,  and  he  gave  up  this  responsibility  to  re- 
turn to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  made  his 
home  permanently  from  1881  until  his  death, 
Dec.  8,  1902,  being  accidentally  killed  by  a 
train  from  Oil  City.  He  is  buried  on  the 
Rynd  farm.  After  assuming  control  of  the 
home  farm  he  devoted  himself  to  its  agri- 
cultural development  for  some  years,  also  con- 
ducted a^  mercantile  business  there  for  five 
years,  and  meantime  served  four  years  as  the 
postmaster  at  this  point,  1882-87.  In  1892  he 
began  oil  operations  there,  becoming  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  enterprising  operators 
along  Oil  creek,  with  twenty-four  wells  yield- 
ing a  handsome  daily  production  on  his  prop- 
erty.   Public-spirited,  and  thoroughly  unselfish 
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in  his  attitude  on  matters  affecting  the  general 
welfare,  he  gave  his  attention  to  every  phase 
of  local  advancement.  He  was  particularly 
helpful  in  the  betterment  of  local  educational 
facilities,  or  anything  else  which  would  raise 
the  social  standards  of  the  community.  On 
questions  purely  political  he  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  he  always  worked  zealously  for 
the  success  of  the  party.  With  his  family  he 
was  associated  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  April  30,  1874,  Mr.  Rynd  was  married  in 
Pittsburgh  to  Eliza  H.  Blair,  of  Allegheny 
City,  daughter  of  John  Blair,  a  native  of  Ger- 
mantown,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  She  survives  him, 
making  her  home  with  her  son  John  D.  Rynd, 
the  only  survivor  of  the  two  children  bom  to 
this  union.  The  daughter,  Nancy,  bom  July 
23,  1876,  died  Dec.  18,  1877. 

John  Dickson  Rynd  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burgh Jan.  5,  1878,  and  was  three  years  old 
when  his  father  returned  to  the  farm.  His 
preparatory  education  was  obtained  at  the 
schools  of  the  home  district,  and  he  pursued 
his  higher  studies  at  Allegheny  College,  Mead- 
ville,  Pa.  Subsequently  he  passed  a  short  time 
at  home,  was  engaged  as  telegrapher  with  the 
National  Transit  Company  at  Pittsburgh,  and 
for  three  years  held  a  position  in  the  Carnegie 
Steel  Mills  at  South  Sharon,  Mercer  county, 
Pa.  Returning  to  the  Rynd  farm  in  Septem- 
ber, 1903,  he  was  associated  with  the  Oil  Well 
Supply  Company  at  Siverly  (now  Oil  City) 
for  about  ten  years  following,  but  meantime,  in 
1904,  purchased  the  homestead,  which  now 
comprises  265  acres.  He  has  since  given  a 
large  share  of  his  attention  to  the  property, 
where  he  makes  his  home,  looking  after  his 
oil  interests  there.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Citizens'  Banking  Company  of  South  Oil  City, 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Cornplanter 
township,  and  in  business,  public  and  social 
relations  one  of  the  most  popular  and  pro- 
gressive young  men  in  Venango  county.  His 
religious  connection  is  with  Trinity  M.  E. 
Church  of  Oil  City.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason, 
holding  membership  in  Fraternal  Lodge,  No. 
483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Rouseville,  of  which  he  is  a 
past  master ;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  R.  A. 
M.;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  K.  T.,  of 
Oil  City;  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Oil 
City;  Pittsburgh  Consistory;  and  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Erie,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In  June,  1903,  Mr.  Rynd  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  E.  Thomas,  daughter  of  H.  B. 
and  Lucy  (Filson)  Thomas,  of  Oil  City. 
Three  children  have  been  bom  to  this  union. 


namely:    Cyrus  Thomas,  Mary  Elizabeth  and 
Lucy  Betty. 

WILLIAM  AGNEW  has  had  long  and  hon- 
orable association  with  the  municipal  govern- 
ment at  Oil  City,  and  his  election  to  its  highest 
executive  office  was  a  well  deserved  expression 
of  the  appreciation  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
earned  in  several  years  of  public-spirited  serv- 
ice in  the  select  council  of  the  city.  With  his 
all-around  experience  of  the  affairs  of  the  city, 
ability  fully  equal  to  its  utmost  demands,  and 
a  sincere*  desire  to  keep  faith  with  his  towns- 
men in  the  conservation  of  their  best  interests, 
it  is  expected  confidently  that  his  administra- 
tion will  reach  the  high  mark  of  efficiency  and 
fidelity  to  his  obligations. 

Mr.  Agnew  was  bom  May  23,  1849,  J"  Erie 
county.  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated, 
having  common  school  advantages.  He  was 
only  a  youth  of  seventeen  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  1866,  and  he  continued  in  that  service 
for  the  remarkable  period  of  forty-nine  years 
and  three  months,  until  retired  and  placed  on 
the  pension  roll,  in  October,  191 5.  He  rose  to 
the  position  of  engineer  after  due  preparation, 
and  was  for  many  years  on  the  run  between  Oil 
City  and  Buffalo,  making  his  home  at  Oil  City 
from  1868.  Mr.  Agnew's  personal  popularity 
has  been  acquired  in  the  course  of  long  and 
friendly  intercourse  with  his  numerous  asso- 
ciates in  social,  fraternal,  business  or  public 
relations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Oil  City  Lodge,  No. 
344.  B.  P.  O.  Elks.  His  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  Oil  City  dates  back  many  years, 
and  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  council  for 
eight  y^ars.  distinguishing  himself  for  able 
attention  to  his  duties  as  representative  of  the 
people.  In  November,  191 5,  he  was  elected 
mayor,  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  he  is 
giving  unmistakable  evidence  of  his  honest 
intentions  and  sympathetic  understanding  of 
the  needs  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Agnew  married  Bell  Gregory,  who  died 
in  1901.    They  had  no  children. 

THEODORE  C.  KINGSLEY  has  acquired 
a  number  of  productive  oil  properties  in  the 
territory  about  Pleasantville,  in  Venango  and 
Forest  counties,  and  as  an  operator  has  exerted 
a  wholesome  influence  upon  the  business, 
which  he  has  pursued  along  well-defined, 
scientific  lines.  In  working  along  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  own  theories  regarding  oil  pro- 
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duction,  he  has  proved  the  soundness  of  his 
ideas,  namely,  that  the  business  is  not  a  gam- 
bling proposition,  with  only  occasional  big 
returns  to  bring  the  remuneration  up  to  a 
profitable  average,  but  a  safe,  paying  invest- 
ment when  followed  with  j>ersistent  careful- 
ness under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  ex- 
j>erienced  operator.  His  own  success  justifies 
the  position  he  has  taken. 

Mr.  Kingsley  was  bom  April  17,  1876,  in 
Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  to  which  city  his 
f)arents^  James  and  Rachel  (Hoover)  Kings- 
ley,  moved  about  1870.  They  were  from  But- 
ler county.  In  Franklin  James  Kingsley  was 
foreman  of  the  Maloney  blacksmith  and  ma- 
chine shop,  and  in  his  later  years  he  removed 
to  a  farm  six  or  seven  miles  north,  near  Bethel 
Church,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  served  in  the  army  eighteen  months, 
from  Butler  county.  Mrs.  Kinp-sley  died  when 
fifty-six  years  old. 

Theodore  C.  Kingsley  was  five  years  old 
when  his  parents  settled  on  the  farm,  and  he 
was  educated  in  the  local  schools,  remaining 
there  until  he  began  his  own  support  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years.  His  first  employment 
was  at  cutting  cordwood,  by  which  he  earned 
eight  dollars,  and  with  that  in  his  pocket  he 
went  to  Butler  county,  where  he  worked  as  a 
roustabout  in  the  McDonald  oil  field.  From 
there  he  went  to  Washington  county,  Pa., 
where  he  was  engaged  at  tool  dressing,  and 
following  the  attraction  of  new  discoveries  he 
was  also  at  Sistersville,  W.  Va.,  and  Parkers- 
burg.  At  the  latter  place  he  had  his  first  ex- 
perience drilling,  working  by  the  day,  and 
soon  became  skilled  in  the  art  of  handling  drill- 
ing machinery.  About  this  time  the  London 
Pacific  Petroleum  Company  was  extending 
its  researches,  to  increase  its  production  of  oil 
on  the  coast  of  Peru,  and  in  order  to  secure 
men  capable  of  taking  charge  of  the  work 
offered  wages  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
a  month,  Mr.  Kingsley  being  one  of  four 
young  men  engaged  for  that  service.  Up 
to  that  time  wells  in  the  LaGritas  oil  field  had 
not  been  sunk  below  eight  hundred  feet,  and 
Mr.  Kingsley  assisted  in  drilling  the  first  deep 
holes,  going  down  thirteen  hundred  feet.  For 
over  a  year  he  was  drilling  foreman  over  a 
crew  of  native  workmen,  bringing  in  several 
valuable  wells,  and  he  was  the  only  one  of  the 
four  to  remain  throughout  the  term  agreed 
upon.  He  found  the  natives,  though  crude  and 
unskilled  in  any  kind  of  labor,  capable  of  cer- 
tain results  under  proper  supervision,  though 
one   reliable   American   could   accomplish   as 


much  as  a  dozen  of.  them.  Nevertheless  he 
stuck  to  his  agreement,  and^  besides  acquiring 
valuable  experience  managed  to  lay  aside 
enough  to  provide  a  little  capital  for  independ- 
ent operations.  Most  of  the  young  men  who 
went  out  spent  their  spare  hours  in  gambling 
and  had  no  benefit  from  the  extra  wages  which 
they  often  earned  at  great  sacrifice.  But  Mr. 
Kingsley  had  arranged  that  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  his  monthly  earnings  should  be  placed 
in  the  bank  at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  and  so 
when  "the  farmer  boy,*'  as  his  more  reckless 
and  thoughtless  companions  dubbed  him,  re- 
turned he  had  a  comfortable  account  to  start 
him  in  business.  Forming  an  association  with 
an  old  friend,  Billie  Vandervert,  he  went  to 
what  was  then  a  new  oil  field,  in  Illinois,  which 
was  attracting  men  from  every  section.  They 
secured  a  lease  about  half  way  between  Casey 
and  Robinson,  on  a  tract  which  others  had 
considered  worthless,  each  investing  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars.  Operations  were  begun 
without  delay,  and  they  struck  a  rich  pool  most 
of  which  was  found  to  be  included  in  their 
five-hundred-acre  lease,  the  first  well  coming 
in  at  a  one-hundred  barrel  daily  pressure,  the 
second  at  two  hundred  barrels  daily.  Capital- 
ists were  immediately  eager  to  purchase,  and 
eight  months  after  entering  the  field  the  part- 
ners sold  out  for  eighty  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Kingsley  had  always  been  ambitious  to  be  a 
prosperous  farmer,  and  he  now  had  the  means 
to  follow  his  bent  in  this  direction. .  Shortly 
after  his  marriage  he  bought  the  farm  formerly 
owned  by  his  wife's  father,  Samuel  DeArman, 
who  had  died  about  a  year  previously,  a  tract 
lying  on  the  Meadville  road  three  miles  from 
Franklin,  where  he  built  a  new  house  and  at 
once  set  about  improving  the  property  as  a 
stock  farm.  Whife  going  around  the  country 
purchasing  breeding  animals  for  this  enter- 
prise his  attention  was  drawn  to  the  field  of 
his  present  oil  operations.  Stopping  for  din- 
ner at  Pineville,  he  learned  incidentally  that 
a  practically  worked-out  oil  lease  near  there 
was  for  sale,  and  the  oflfer  proved  too  strong 
for  him  to  resist.  The  call  of  the  oil  field, 
once  followed,  usually  shows  an  impulse  in 
the  individual  which  is  seldom  obliterated,  and 
Mr.  Kingsley  has  found  it  so  in  his  case.  He 
secured  that  lease,  the  Dan  Carson  farm  four 
miles  northeast  of  Pleasantville  in  the  edge  of 
Forest  county,  and  soon  afterward  added  the 
Michael  Jones  farm,  two  miles  nearer  to 
Pleasantville,  to  his  holdings.  Four  years  ago 
he  bought  the  fee  of  the  Carson  farm,  one 
mile  south  of  Pleasantville,  with  the  lease  of 
an  adjoining  tract,  having  twenty-two  wells 
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on  the  first  and  twenty-three  on  the  second. 
Mr.  Kingsley  now  has  forty-eight  producing 
wells  and  he  keeps  sinking  others  as  oppor- 
tunity offers,  having  ample  room  for  the  de- 
velopment of  twice  as  many  more  on  his 
present  holdings.  During  the  last  seven  years 
he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  his  oil  pro- 
ductions about  Pleasantville,  having  sold  the 
DeArman  farm  meantime.  His  steady  en- 
thusiasm and  indefatigable  labors  have  com- 
bined to  produce  remarkable  results,  and  they 
have  not  only  brought  him  large  returns  but 
have  had  the  effect  of  arousing  favorable  senti-" 
ment  for  the  business  of  oil  production  among 
those  seeking  reliable  investments  and  profit- 
able occupation.  Though  he  has  trusted  em- 
ployes he  himself  is  always  at  the  wells,  and 
he  has  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
conditions  and  operations  which  enables  him 
to  look  after  any  part  of  the  work  personally 
when  necessity  arises.  His  extensive  practical 
familiarity  with  the  business  has  made  him  an 
expert — a  great  advantage  over  the  operator 
who  must  depend  entirely  upon  others.  Nor 
has  he  neglected  his  agricultural  interests  dur- 
ing this  time,  though  they  have  taken  second- 
ary place.  He  has  always  aimed  to  raise 
enough  on  his  land  for  the  needs  of  his  own 
household,  and  his  work  has  been  so  carefully 
managed  that  the  crops  from  his  fields  often 
surpass  in  quantity  and  quality  those  of  farm- 
ers who  devote  all  their  time  to  tilling  the  soil. 
He  is  a  substantial  resident  of  his  section  in 
the  best  sense,  doing  his  share  as  a  private  citi- 
zen and  as  a  member  of  the  community  toward 
maintaining  the  general  welfare  on  a  high 
plane.  Though  a  Republican  in  political  prin- 
ciple he  never  allows  party  affiliations  to  domi- 
nate his  ideas  of  right,  and  he  has  been  thor- 
oughly and  broadly  American  in  his  loyalty 
to  the  country  during  the  present  crisis,  re- 
sponding liberally  to  government  calls  and 
ready  to  contribute  time  as  well  as  means 
when  occasion  demands. 

On  Feb.  6,  1907,  Mr.  Kingsley  was  married 
to  Nellie  DeArman,  who  was  then  living  with 
her  mother  in  Franklin.  For  a  few  years  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kingsley  lived  on  the  DeArman 
farm,  above  mentioned,  later  moving  to 
Pleasantville.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  Helen.  Virginia,  Theodore  and  Jean- 
nette. 

PERRY  EDWARD  HOFFMAN  has  a 
finely  situated  farm  in  Irwin  township,  well 
known  to  the  population  of  that  section  of 
Venango  county  as  the  location  of  the  Bullion 
Harvest  Home  grounds,  the  most  popular  pic- 


nic grove  for  miles  around.  His  property  con- 
sists of  148  acres  of  valuable  land,  including 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  who  recently 
retired  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Grove 
City. 

Mr.  Hoffman  is  a  worthy  member  of  one  of 
the  most  respected  families  in  Venango 
county,  foundcil  here  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century  by  his  great-grand- 
father, James  Hoffman.  The  latter 's  parents 
caipe  to  this  country  from  their  native  land, 
Germany,  and  settled  in  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa. '  There  James  Hoffman  was  bom  in  177,^ 
and  lived  until  his  removal  to  Venango  county 
in  1797,  settling  on  the  tract  in  Clinton  town- 
ship later  occupied  by  Andrew  Hoffman.  Be- 
ing a  wagonmaker  by  trade,  he  was  able  to 
make  agricultural  implements  for  the  farmers 
of  the  vicinity,  and  himself  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, making  the  first  improvements  upon  his 
home  place.  He  married  Mary  Ghost,  daugh- 
ter of  Maj.  Philip  Ghost,  another  early  settler 
in  Clinton  township,  who  was  of  French  an- 
cestry, the  family  first  locating  in  Maryland 
after  coming  from  France,  and  removing 
thence  to  Venango  county.  Mrs.  Hoffman 
died  in  1848,  Mr.  Hoffman  about  that  year. 
Their  children  were:  Barbara,  Mary,  John, 
James.  Daniel,  Adam,  Philip  G.,  Jacob,  Eliza- 
beth, Christina  and  Catherine. 

James  Hoffman,  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Ghost)  Hoffman,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade 
and  also  farmed  successfully.  He  lived  at 
Qintonville.  By  his  marriage  to  Christina 
Monjar  he  had  the  following  children :  R.  M., 
born  Oct.  15,  1835.  in  Clinton  township;  Dr. 
K.  M.,  bom  Dec.  15,  1836,  in  what  was  then 
Scrubgrass  township ;  Coulter,  father  of  Perry 
Edward  Hoffman;  Samuel;  Philip;  Caroline; 
Clementina :  Mary,  and  Barbara. 

Coulter  Hoffman  was  bom  March  14,  1848, 
at  Qintonvilley  Venango  county,  and  grew 
up  at  his  birthplace,  obtaining  his  education 
in  the  local  schools.  For  several  years  he 
lived  in  Butler  county,  spending  his  early 
married  life  there,  about  1880  returning  to  this 
county  and  establishing  his  home  at  the  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  Perry  E. 
Hoffman.  It  was  given  to  his  wife  by  her 
father,  Dickson  Atwell,  who  also  owned  a 
farm  in  Butler  county  and  lived  there  through- 
out his  active  years,  in  his  old  age  coming 
to  live  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman,  at  whose 
home  he  died  when  eighty-four  years  old.  The 
property  comprised  one  hundred  acres,  and 
though  it  had  been  cleared  once  it  had  been 
allowed  to  relapse  to  a  wild  state,  so  that  Mr. 
Hoffman  had  the  work  to  do  over  again.    He 
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brought  it  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  also 
put  up  the  buildings  now  standing  thereon, 
erecting  the  barn  5iirty-two  years  ago  and 
the  house  twenty-three  years  ago.  Mr.  Hoff- 
man was  actively  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
wife's  death,  when  he  turned  the  work  over 
to  his  son  Perry,  but  he  continued  to  live  on 
the  farm  until  the  fall  of  191 6,  since  when  he 
has  resided  in  Grove  City.  He  married  Sa- 
billa  Atwell,  of  Butler  county,  who  died  on 
the  farm  in  1907.  Three  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage:  Perry  Edward;  Mary,  Mrs. 
John  Blair,  who  lives  in  this  vicinity;  and 
James  Dickson,  M.  D.,  a  physician  in  practice 
at  Grove  City. 

Perry  Edward  Hoffman  was  bom  Jan.  25, 
1875,  in  Butler  county.  Pa.,  and  has  lived  at 
his  present  home  since  five  years  old.  He 
had  the  benefit  of  the  excellent  school  privi- 
leges available  in  the  township,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  many  years'  association  with  his 
father  as  a  training  for  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  has  continued  to  follow  at  his  birth- 
place, of  which  he  has  had  charge  since  his 
mother's  death.  He  has  bought  out  the  other 
interests  in  his  father's  one  hundred  acres, 
and  has  added  forty-eight  more  adjoining,  hav- 
ing considerable  fine  pasturage  as  well  as 
arable  land.  It  is  favorably  located  on  the 
Pittsburgh  pike,  twelve  miles .  southwest  of 
Franklin.  Mr.  Hoffman  has  kept  his  soil 
in  a  wonderful  state  of  fertility  by  judicious 
liming,  having  used  from  forty  to  sixty  tons 
of  limestone  a  year  during  most  of  his  owner- 
ship. He  hauls  the  limestone  a  mile  and  burns 
it  in  his  own  kilns.  Besides  carrying  on  gen- 
eral farming  he  keeps  a  good  grade  of  cattle 
and  about  sixty  head  of  sheep,  his  various  lines 
of  work  combining  to  make  operations  very 
profitable. 

Mr.  Hoffman  is  a  member  of  the  committee 
having  in  charge  the  annual  outings  of  the 
Bullion  Harvest  Home,  an  organization  found- 
ed fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago  at  Bullion, 
four  miles  from  his  farm.  The  charming 
grove  on  the  Hoffman  farm  offered  such  su- 
|>crior  advantages  for  its  **get  together"  affairs 
that  eight  years  ago  it  was  adopted  as  the 
permanent  meeting  place,  and  the  surplus  in- 
come has  been  used  to  improve  the  grove  and 
provide  essential  buildings  for  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  guests  at  these  enjoyable 
affairs.  A  committee  of  about  a  dozen  is 
intrusted  with  the  management. 

On  Oct.  14,  1904,  Mr.  Hoffman  was  mar- 
ried to  Minnie  Mayes,  daughter  of  Ezekiah 
Watson  Mayes,  of  Irwin  township,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Mary  Oli- 


vine, Elsie  Geraldine  and  Carl  Edwin.  Mrs. 
Hoffman  is  a  member  of  the  Pleasant  View 
M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Hoffman  affiliates  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  holding  membership  in  the 
lodge  at  Henderson.  He  finds  his  time  well 
taken  up  with  his  home  duties  and  has  given 
little  attention  to  public  affairs  except  to  vote 
for  good  men  and  measures.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  political  doctrine.  He  keeps  himself 
well  informed  in  agricultural  subjects  and  is 
very  progressive  about  adapting  himself  to 
new  ideas  and  methods.  By  way  of  recrea- 
tion he  enjoys  fishing  and  other  outdoor  pas- 
times. 

GEORGE  C.  McClelland  has  made 
his  home  in  Franklin  during  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century,  engaged  throughout  that  time 
in  machine  work  and  now  proprietor  of  a 
general  machine  shop,  which  he  and  his  son 
carry  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Geoi^ge  C. 
McClelland  &  Son.  He  is  a  representative  of 
a  respected  old  family  of  V'^enango  county, 
founded  here  by  his  grandfather  more  than  a 
century  ago  and  ever  since  associated  with 
the  best  citizenship  of  this  section. 

The  grandfather,  George  McClelland,  was 
bom  in  1780  near  the  town  of  Ballabay,  in 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  and  came  to  this 
country  when  a  youth,  locating  in  Westmore- 
land county.  Pa.,  as  early  as  1795.  He  re- 
mained there  until  after  his  marriage,  settling 
in  Venango  county  in  1803,  near  Springville, 
in  what  is  now  Victory  township.  However, 
he  is  best  known  as  a  pioneer  of  Franklin, 
having  removed  to  the  town  in  1806  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  there.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  owned  and  operated  the 
**United  States  Hotel."  He  was  a  man  of 
progressive  and  energetic  disposition,  having 
erected  one  of  the  first  grist  and  saw  mills 
in  the  county  and  also  one  of  the  first  fur- 
naces, the  latter  being  located  at  Sandy  creek 
on  the  Pittsburgh  road.  In  the  later  years 
of  his  life  he  was  engaged  as  a  stock  dealer, 
buying  all  over  Venango  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties and  selling  in  distant  markets.  He  was  so 
occupied  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  New  York  State  Feb.  18,  1834,  when 
he  *was  fifty-four  years  old.  Mr.  McClelland 
was  also  active  in  public  affairs,  serving  as 
county  commissioner  from  1808  to  181 2,  as 
county  treasurer  in  1813-15,  in  1820-21,  and 
in  1824.  and  as  county  auditor  in  1819-21.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Venango 
Democrat. 

Mr.  McClelland  married  Agnes  Seaton,  who 
survived  him,  passing  away   Nov.   24,   1842. 
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They  are  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 
Children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Jane, 
wife  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  D.  Snowden;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Arnold  Plumer ;  John,  who  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Purviance,  of  Butler,  Pa.,  and 
died  Feb.  19,  1837;  Nancy,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Judge  John  Bredin,  of  Butler;  Har- 
riet, deceased ;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Samuel  F.  Dale,  of 
Franklin;  George  Croghan,  father  of  the 
present  George  C.  McClelland,  of  Franklin; 
and  Joseph,  who  married  Lavina  Morrison, 
and  lived  at  Franklin.  By  intermarriage  this 
family  is  connected  with  many  other  promi- 
nent families  of  Venango  county. 

Maj.  George  Croghan  McClelland,  son  of 
George  and  Agnes  (Seaton)  McClelland,  was 
borrt  in  the  old  ''United  States  Hotel"  at 
Franklin  Nov.  29,  1818-19.  Brought  up  in  the 
pioneer  days  of  this  region,  he  was  an  en- 
thusiastic hunter  in  his  youth,  and  it  is  said 
that  he  killed  wild  turkeys  and  even  deer  in 
the  woods  about  Big  Sandy  before  he  was 
ten  years  old.  After  his  father's  death  he  be- 
gan clerking  in  his  uncle's  store,  being  so 
engaged  until  1839,  when  he  received  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  United  States  Military  Aca- 
demy at  West  Point.  He  was  graduated  July 
I,  1843,  *"  ^  c^^ss  which  had  among  its  mem- 
bers a  number  of  men  who  achieved  military 
fame,  one  of  his  classmates  being  U.  S.  Grant. 
He  was  assigned  to  the  3d  United  States  In- 
fantry, as  second  lieutenant  by  brevet,  and 
was  stationed  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 
until  1845,  on  frontier  duty,  in  the  latter  year 
being  transferred  to  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana. 
He  took  part  in  the  military  occupation  of 
Texas  in  1845  ^"^  1846,  until  his  resignation 
in  April,  1846.  He  had  handed  in  his  resigna- 
tion the  9th  of  that  month,  and  left  the  army 
the  30th,  but  on  his  return  trip  home  he  learned 
of  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican  war  and  felt 
it  his  duty  to  return  to  the  service.  He  spent 
a  short  time  visiting  in  Pennsylvania,  and  then 
went  to  New  Orleans  and  volunteered,  serv- 
ing almost  a  year  as  private  and  corporal  in 
the  1st  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with  whom 
he  was  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  March  9-29, 
1847.  I"  21  skirmish  with  the  enemy  March 
25th,  while  on  a  scouting  expedition  with  six 
other  men,  he  and  his  companions  were  sur- 
rounded by  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  Mexi- 
can soldiers  who  ordered  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  Not  a  shot  was  fired  until  the 
Mexicans  came  within  about  fifteen  yards,  and 
then  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the  seven 
held  off  the  larger  number,  until  the  noise 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  main  force  and 
a  regiment  was  dispatched  to  their  assistance. 


One  of  the  seven  was  killed,  and  two  were 
wounded.  On  April  9,  1847,  young  McClel- 
land was  reappointed  to  the  United  States 
army  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  nth  In- 
fantry, and  did  recruiting  duty  that  year  as 
well  as  field  service,  being  engaged  in  the  de- 
fense of  Puebla  Sept.  13-30.  He  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  all  of  Scott's  battles,  from  the 
siege  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  capture  of  Mexico 
City,  and  his  services  were  specially  mentioned 
by  General  Cadwallader  in  his  report  on  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Ray  as  follows:  **The 
enemy  gave  way,  which  result  was  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  efficient  use  of  a  piece  of 
artillery  brought  up  by  Lieutenant  McClelland 
tinder  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy/' 

During  the  Civil  war  Major  McClelland 
returned  to  his  country's  service,  raising  and 
organizing  a  company.  He  took  forty-six 
men  down  the  Allegheny  on  a  flatboat  to  Pitts- 
burgh, and  later  took  nineteen  by  wagon  to 
New  Castle  and  thence  by  rail  to  Pittsburgh, 
where  all  were  mustered  in,  all  at  his  own 
expense.  He  served  as  a  captain  for  two 
years,  with  the  5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalr}%  and 
took  part  in  a  number  of  engagements.  In 
September,  1863,  at  the  Halfway  House,  be- 
tween Yorktown  and  Williamsburg,  his  dis- 
tinguished services  won  the  commendation  of 
Generals  Keys  and  Peck.  He  was  stationed 
with  his  company,  numbering  about  fifty,  cwi 
guard  about  seven  miles  from  Williamsburg, 
when  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  about  eight 
hundred,  came  riding  past  at  top  speed.  The 
colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  had  been  taken 
prisoner,  and  the  commanding  officer,  as  they 
galloped  past,  called  to  Captain  McClelland's 
company  to  run  for  their  lives.  The  Cap- 
tain quickly  formed  his  men  behind  a  store- 
house in  an  old  cleared  field  about  fifty  yards 
from  the  woods  toward  Williamsburg,  and  or- 
dered them  to  make  a  stand.  When  the  enemy 
showed  themselves  at  the  edge  of  the  woods 
the  men  fired  upon  them  with  their  revolvers, 
and  then  charged,  checking  the  advance  of 
about  six  hundred  South  Carolina  men  in  pur- 
suit of  the  rest  of  the  regiment.  He  followed 
up  his  advantage,  turning  them  and  driving 
them  through,  and  retook  Williamsburg.  The 
burning  of  William  and  Mary  College,  which 
took  part  in  the  course  of  this  fight,  was  not 
due  to  any  fauk  of  his.  As  his  men  were 
charging  through  the  street  of  Williamsburg 
they  were  fired  upon  by  some  of  the  in- 
habitants, from  the  doors  and  windows  of 
houses.  The  soldiers  were  furious  at  this, 
and  when  they  reached  the  upper  end  of  the 
street  where  the  college  is  located,  driving  the 
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Confederates  before  them,  McClelland  ordered 
a  halt.  The  lower  part  of  the  building  had 
been  used  as  barracks  for  Rebel  soldiers,  and 
was  filled  with  straw.  Shortly  after  the  halt 
Captain  McClelland  noticed  smoke  coming 
from  the  doors  and  windows,  and  ordered  his 
men  to  put  out  the  fire.  He  rode  around  the 
building  several  times,  trying  to  find  a  way  to 
save  it,  and  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  its 
total  destruction.  There  was  no  way  of  as- 
certaining who  or  what  started  the  fire.  Any 
Union  soldier  known  to  have  done  it  would 
have  been  punished. 

Resigning  after  two  years'  service  ui  the 
Civil  war,  Major  McClelland  returned  to  his 
home  county,  conducting  business  at  Polk  for 
several  years  and  then  settling  down  to  agri- 
culture in  French  Creek  township,  where  he 
owned  a  valuable  property  of  260  acres.  There 
he  died  in  November,  1887  or  1888,  his  wicjow, 
Abigail  (Childs),  surviving  him  only  a  few 
months.  They  are  buried  in  Franklin  ceme- 
tery. 

George  C.  McClelland,  only  son  of  Maj. 
George  C.  McClelland,  was  born  April  4..  1866, 
in  French  Creek  township,  Venango  «.ounty, 
and  remained  on  the  home  place  up  to  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  He  received  excellent 
educational  advantages,  attending  the  public 
schools  in  the  home  locality,  and  having  been 
reared  to  farm  life  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  he  left  the  home  place  to  settle  in 
Franklin.  Here  he  engaged  with  D.  T.  Lane 
&  Sons  to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist,  con- 
tinuing in  their  employ  for  a  period  of  sixteen 
years,  after  which  he  was  engaged  elsewhere 
until  he  began,  business  on  his  own  accoimt. 
in  1913.  His  shop  is  at  No.  I228>4  Buffalo 
street,  Franklin,  where  he  does  general  ma- 
chine work  and  builds  small  gasoline  engines. 
His  son  Arthur  is  associated  with  him.  Their 
patronage  is  growing  appreciably,  father  and 
son  having  a  reputation  for  reliable  work 
which  entitles  them  to  a  good  share  of  the 
local  business  in  their  line.  Mr.  McClelland 
has  not  only  attended  industriously  to  his  own 
aflFairSi  but  has  also  done  his  part  in  promot- 
ing various  projects  for  the  general  welfare. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  volunteer  fire  depart- 
ment for  twenty-six  years,  and  belongs  to  the 
State  Firemen's  Association.  He  has  been  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  United  Evangelical 
Church,  which  he  has  served  faithfully  as  class 
leader. 

By  his  first  marriage,  to  Hannah  J.  Dick- 
son, Mr.  McClelland  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  namely:  Arthur,  Ethel  (wife  of 
Qarence  Dickson,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.),  Les- 


ter, Evan,  Ruth  and  Martha.  The  mother  died 
June  30,  1912.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Mc- 
Clelland married  Mrs.  Mary  (Connell)  Porter, 
daughter  of  James  Connell,  a  pioneer  of 
Franklin.  Her  brother  served  as  captain  in 
Company  F,  112th  Regiment,  from  Franklin. 

JOHN  A.  HART,  now  living  retired  at 
Oil  City,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  that  city  since  1900  and  for  ten  years 
before  giving  up  active  pursuits  was  chief  en- 
gineer for  the  Oil  City  Electric  Company. 
Mr.  Hart  is  a  native  of  Clinton  township, 
Lycoming  Co.,  Pa.,  and  a  member  of  a  fam- 
ily established  here  prior  to  the  Revolution 
by  his  grandfather,  John  Hart,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  England  and  made  a  set- 
tlement in  Northumberland  county,  Pa.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
from  that  county  seven  years, '  followed  the 
trade  of  saddler  throughout  his  active  life,  and 
lived  to  be  over  ninety.  He  was  a  Democrat 
and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
being  buried  with  his  wife  in  the  graveyard 
of  the  Warrior  Run  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Northumberland  county.  Mrs.  Hart,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Bruner,  was  of  Holland- 
Dutch  descent,  and  reached  the  age  of  more 
than  eighty  years.  They  reared  four  children : 
John,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812; 
Jacob;  Adam,  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Rhoads). 

Adam  Hart,  son  of  John,  above,  was  bom 
at  Turbotville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm,  acquiring  such 
education  as  the  subscription  schools  of  the 
locality  afforded.  He  enlisted  for  military 
service  during  the  War  of  1812,  remaining  in 
the  army  until  the  conflict  was  ended.  In 
1840  Mr.  Hart  removed  from  his  old  home  to 
Clinton  township,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
he  acquired  the  farm  of  130  acres  upon  which 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  follow- 
ing general  farming.  Seventy-six  acres  of  his 
property  was  timberland.  He  lived  to  the 
wonderful  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years, 
a  busy,  useful  member  of  the  community  and 
public-spirited  in  the  support  of  the  best  in- 
'terests  of  his  fellow  men  wherever  his  lot 
was  cast.  He  was  a  Democrat,  served  as 
supervisor  and  in  other  local  positions,  and 
was  prominent  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  in  Northumberland  county  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  Warrior  Run  congregation,  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  State.  Mr.  Hart  married 
Eleanor  Pollock,  who  was  born  at  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Jackson  Pollock,-  and  died  aged  sixty-eight 
years,  the  mother  of  the  following  children: 
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Thomas  Pollock;  George  Davis,  who  was  a 
major  in  the  Civil  war,  was  injured  by  a  shot 
in  the  shoulder  during  his  service,  and  died 
when  a  young  man ;  John  A.,  mentioned  below ; 
Judge  William  Washington,  a  prominent  law- 
yer, now  deceased,  who  studied  law  under 
Judge  Metzgar,  was  district  attorney  of  Ly- 
coming county,  appointed  master  to  settle  the 
dispute  between  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  elect- 
ed judge  in  Lycoming  county  and  later  presi- 
dent judge  of  the  district,  and  represented 
his  ♦  district  in  both  branches  of  the  State 
legislature;  Jane,  who  married  Reuben  Hess, 
both  being  now  deceased ;  Ellen,  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Hess,  both  deceased;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Daniel  Hoffman^  both  deceased  ,-^  Clarissa,  wife 
of  Andrew  Jackson  Gross,  both  deceased :  and 
Catherine,  widow  of  Joseph  Heilman,  of  Mont- 
gomery, Pa.  The  parents  of  this  family  are 
buried  in  the  Lutheran  graveyard  in  Clinton 
township,  Lycoming  county. 

John  A.  Hart  was  born  Nov.  13,  1840,  on 
his  father's  farm  in  Qinton  township,  Lyco- 
ming county,  where  he  remained  until  nine- 
teen years  old,  meanwhile  obtaining  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  the  locality 
and  select  schools  conducted  by  Hugh  Castle, 
afterward  principal  of  Dickinson  Seminary, 
at  Williamsport,  Pa.  During  his  early  life  he 
assisted  his  father  with  the  farm  work,  later 
learning  clockmaking  in  his  native  township, 
near  Williamsport,  .at  which  trade  he  spent 
over  three  years,  becomihg  a  skilled  mechanic. 
In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  at  Montgomery, 
Pa.,  under  Captain  Brown,  of  Company  K, 
5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (originally  known 
as  Cameron's  Dragoons),  which  was  mustered 
in  at  Philadelphia  and  attached  to  General 
Kautz's  cavalry  division,  as  part  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  Mr.  Hart  took  part  in  prac- 
tically every  battle  fought  by  this  army  from 
Yorktown  over  the  Peninsula  and  back,  was 
in  a  number  of  raids,  at  the  action  in  front  of 
Richmond,  destroying  railroad  property,  and 
on  similar  duty  throughout  the  three  years  of 
his  service,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
(signed  by  General  Butler)  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. He  was  mustered  out  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, on  the  Peninsula.  After  returning  to 
the  parental  home  he  went  to  White  Pigeon, 
Mich.,  where  he  became  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  a  full  line  of  agricultural  im- 
plements as  member  of  the  firm  of  Grove, 
Hart  &  Co.,  and  for  three  years  had  charge 
of  the  locomotives  of  the  White  Pigeon  & 
Kalamazoo  Railroad.  Mr.  -  Hart  invented  a 
stump  machine  which  had  a  popular  sale  all 


over  the  State.  Later  he  was  established  as  a 
manufacturer  at  Tionesta,  Forest  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
^fter  selling  his  interests  in  that  line  became 
engaged  in  the  production  of  oil,  acquiring 
holdings  over  a  range  of  territory  extending 
from  Cynthiana,  Ky.,  to  Bradford,  Pa.  When 
he  disposed  of  his  oil  interests  he  moved  to 
Oil  City,  Pa.,  about  1900,  purchasing  a  block 
in  the  east  end  of  the  city,  and  for  ten  years 
acting  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Oil  City  Elec- 
tric Company.  He  and  his  wife  spend  about 
half  their  time  in  Oil  City,  where  they  reside 
at  No.  105 1  West  First  street,  during  the  win- 
ter season  sojourning  at  their  Florida  home,  a 
fine  place  at  Ozona,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
Mr.  Hart  having  purchased  a  lot  of  50  by  150 
feet  upon  which  he  has  built  an  attractive 
dwelling  and  set  out  fruit  trees,  developing  a 
desirable  residence  property. 

Though  his  family  have  generally  supported 
the  Democratic  party  Mr.  Hart  is  independent 
in  politics,  giving  his  allegiance  to  the  men 
and  measures  who  best  represent  his  own 
views.  By  reason  of  his  Civil  war  service  he 
holds  membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  affiliating 
with  Hayes  Post,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellows  in  Oil  City.  He  has  been  an  car- 
nest  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  for  many 
years,  and  long  served  as  steward,  class  leader 
and  Sunday  school  teacher. 

Mr.  Hart  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna 
L.  Grove,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Belinda 
(Wolcott)  Grove.     They  have  no  family. 

JOSEPH  BOWERS,  late  of  Rouseville, 
was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  bor- 
ough in  his  day,  and  his  widow  and  sons  are 
still  maintaining  the  valuable  interests  which 
he  acquired  in  the  course  of  a  fruitful  career. 
He  was  a  leader  in  public  aflFairs  as  well  as 
in  business  circles,  devoting  much  thought  and 
time  to  the  important  public  duties  intrusted 
to  him.  which  indicated  in  no  uncertain  manner 
the  estimate  which  his  fellow  men  formed  of 
him.  Mr.  Bowers  was  bom  in  1846  near 
Leechburg,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  a  son 
of  Joseph  Bowers,  who  came  to  this  section 
from  east  of  the  mountains  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  grandfather  lived  and  died. 

Joseph  Bowers  was  only  a  boy  when  he  set- 
tled in  Armstrong  county.  He  made  his  per- 
manent home  in  Allegheny  township,  follow- 
ing his  trade  of  plasterer  and  stonemason  for 
many  years,  and  spending  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  at  farming,  dying  upon  his  farm.  He  is 
buried  at  Leechburg.  His  first  wife,  Susanna 
(Klingensmith),  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Myers)     Klingensmith.    died    in    Allegheny 
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township  and  is  buried  at  Leechburg.  She  was 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Lewis 
(who  served  three  years  in  the*  Civil  war), 
David  (who  died  in  infancy),  John  (mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work),  Henry,  Mahala,  Jo- 
seph (mentioned  below),  Peter,  Frank,  Mat- 
thew and  Thomas  J.  For  his  second  wife 
Joseph  Bowers  married  Elizabeth  Highfield, 
by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Samuel  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy;  and  two  children  were  also 
bom  of  his  third  union,  with  Lydia  Small, 
Alfred  A.  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Joseph  Bowers  (Jr.)  was  reared  upon  the 
homestead  farm,  and  before  his  removal  from 
Armstrong  county  had  some  experience  in  the 
coal  business.    When  a  young  man  he  came  to 
Complanter  township,  Venango  county,  and 
was  located  near  Rouseville  for  a  time,  fol- 
lowing pumping  at  the  oil  wells.     However, 
he  soon  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  on 
his  own  account,  and  as  he  acquired  experience 
became    well   known   as   an   expert   oil    well 
shooter,  being  so  engaged  for  the  long  period 
of  twenty-nine  years.    For  several  years  dur- 
ing the  early  days  he  was  a  **moonlighter."    He 
bought  valuable  oil  lands  and  gave  most  of  his 
time  to  their  exploitation,  though  he  widened 
his  interests  in  later  years  and  demonstrated 
a  gift  for  good  management  in  all  his  undertak- 
ings.   He  was  one  of  the  company  that  pur- 
chased  the   business    formerly  conducted   by 
Mrs.  Anna  Harper,  for  the  manufacture  of 
explosives,  and  it  is  now  being  carried  on  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Bowers  Torpedo  Com- 
pany, with  plant  at  Rynd  Farm,  in  Complanter 
township,  and  offices  in  the  Veach  building, 
Oil  City.    The  company  was  organized  under 
charter  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  June 
I,  191 3,  and  has  been  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing torpedoes  for  the  shooting  of  oil  wells, 
doing  a  large  business,  principally  in  the  home 
vicinity  and  around  Qintonville,  though  it  has 
customers  all  over  this  section  of  the  oil  fields. 
Four  men  are  employed  at  the  plant.    The  first 
officers  were:    Joseph  Bowers,  Jr.,  president; 
Innis  Russell,  vice  president;  J.   P.  Russell, 
secretary  and  treasurer;  W.  W.  Bowers,  di- 
rector and  general  manager;  James   Russell 
and  Joseph  Bowers,  directors.    W.  W.  Bowers 
served  one  year  as  president  of  the  company, 
and  the  present  officers  are:    A.  W.  Britton, 
president:  J.  P.  Russell,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer ;  with  Martin  T.  Bowers  and  William  W. 
Bowers,  sons  of  the  late  Joseph  Bowers,  Jr., 
as  directors.     Mrs.  A.  W.  Britton  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  this  company. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  re<^ognized  as  well  qualified 
for  the  management  of  the  larger  affairs  per- 


taining to  community  life,  both  in  view  of  his 
business  talents  and  his  trustworthiness  as 
guardian  of  the  people's  interests.  He  served 
on  the  water  board  and  on  the  school  board, 
two  of  the  most  important  departments  of 
borough  government,  and  did  his  full  share 
toward  approaching  high  standards  while  par- 
ticipating in  the  activities  of  both  bodies.  As 
a  member  of  the  Rouseville  Real  Estate  Com- 
pany he  contributed  materially  to  the  develop- 
ment of  desirable  residence  property  in  the 
borough.  He  was  a  member  and  past  master 
of  Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Rouseville,  which  he  also  served  for  thirty 
years  as  treasurer,  and  affiliated  with  the  L  O. 
O.  F.  and  Royal  Arcanum.  His  death,  which 
occurred  in  1914,  was  mourned  in  many  cir- 
cles. Mr.  Bowers  was  buried  at  the  Rynd 
Farm  in  Complanter  township. 

In  1870  Mr.  Bowers  married  Margaret  Eliz- 
abeth Wanamaker,  daughter  of  John  Wana- 
maker,  of  Armstrong  county.  Pa.,  and  she  con- 
tinues to  reside  at  Rouseville,  she  and  her  sons 
now  conducting  her  husband's  enterprises. 
Children  as  follows  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bowers :  Cora,  who  is  deceased ;  Martin  T. ; 
William  W. ;  and  Minnie,  the  latter  the  wife 
of  A.  W.  Britton,  a  druggist  of  Oil  City. 

Martin  T.  Bovvers,  best  known  as  "Tad" 
Bowers,  was  born  at  Rouseville  Oct.  13,  1874, 
and  has  spent  all  his  business  life  in  the  oil 
fields.  He  was  engaged  in  shooting  wells  for 
about  eighteen  years,  until  191 5,  since  when 
he  has  devoted  his  time  to  his  mother's  in- 
terests and  the  oil  production  in  which  they 
are  jointly  interested.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Bowers  Torpedo  Company,  and  a  member  of 
Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Rouseville,  also  affiliating  with  the  Elks  and 
Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Bowers  married  Grace 
Minium,  daughter  of  Lyman  Minium,  and  she 
died  Feb.  11,  1917,  leaving  one  daughter,  Elva. 
Thev  reside  at  Rouseville. 

William  W.  Bowers,  younger  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Margaret  Elizabeth  (Wanamaker) 
Bowers,  is  also  well  known  as  an  oil  well 
shooter,  having  followed  that  business  for 
many  years,  and  like  his  brother  is  now  en- 
^ged  in  production  and  as  a  director  of  the 
Bowers  Torpedo  Company,  of  which  he  is  gen- 
eral manager.  He  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  that  company,  and  is  also  interested  in  the 
Britton  Oil  Company  and  the  Big  Gas  Oil  Com- 
pany, both  operating:  in  Venango  county.  Mr. 
Bowers  was  born  Nov.  5,  1879,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  at  Rouseville,  and  early 
in  life  started  to  work  with  his  father,  assist- 
ing him  in  the  shooting  of  oil  wells.    He  has 
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followed  the  oil  business  all  his  life,  and  from 
boyhood  has  been  familiar  with  the  use  of  ex- 
plosives, having  a  fine  record  as  a  well  shooter 
— as  many  as  fifty-eight  in  one  month,  and 
even  seven  in  a  smgle  day.  He  has  had  so 
many  narrow  escapes  from  possible  conse- 
quences of  unavoidable  accidents  that  he  is 
extremely  careful  in  the  handling  of  nitrogly- 
cerin. While  in  the  employ  of  Mrs.  Harper, 
former  owner  of  the  Bovvers  torpedo  plant,  he 
planned  to  go  hunting  with  A.  L.  Hartman,  and 
■because  his  dog  kept  him  waiting,  was  away 
from  the  factory  when  it  blew  up,  Oct.  17, 
1908,  Peter  McGuire,  David  D.  Feeley  and 
the  latter's  young  sons,  Arthur  and  Carl,  be- 
ing victims  of  the  explosion.  The  following 
account  of  the  accident  was  published  at  the 
time  in  the  local  columns  of  the  Derrick:  "The 
explosion  and  shock  were  heard  and  felt  for 
several  miles  around,  and  in  a  short  time  sev- 
eral hundred  persons  had  gathered  at  the  spot 
where  the  factory  had  once  stood.  A  crater- 
like hole  in  the  ground  about  one  hundred  feet 
in  diameter  and  about  fifteen  feet  deep  marked 
where  the  men  had  been  filling  the  cans.  The 
heavy  timbers  were  scattered  in  all  directions, 
the  engine  was  blown  to  pieces  and  the  boiler 
had  been  moved  several  yards.  The  building, 
two  stories,  with  a  basement,  where  the  cans 
were  filled,  was  sixty  by  one  hundred  feet. 
The  siding  had  been  riven  into  splinters  from 
six  feet  long  to  the  size  of  a  toothpick  and  had 
been  scattered  over  a  radius  of  a  quarter  of 
a  mile.  The  crowd  gathered  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  recovering  the  bodies  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  observe  the  peculiar  qualities  of  nitro- 
glvcerin  and  to  hand  down  to  posterity  a  story 
of  their  own  miraculous  escape  from  a  terrible 
death.  William  Bowers,  one  of  the  shooters 
of  the  company,  went  to  the  magazine,  located 
one  hundred  yards  from  the  crowd  of  specta- 
tors. In  the  magazine  was  more  than  a  ton  of 
the  high  explosive.  A  number  of  cans  had 
been  dislodged  by  the  explosion  and  were  piled* 
ag^ainst  the  door,  which  opens  outward.  When 
Mr.  Bowers  opened  the  door  they  fell  upon 
him.  His  nerve  and  self-possession  were  al- 
most incredible.  Lying  still  as  he  had  fallen, 
he  called  to  his  brother  Tad,  who  responded 
at  once.  He,  too,  showed  great  concern  for 
the  bystanders.  He  directed  them  to  go  back 
to  Rynd  Farm,  explaining  that  something  had 
gone  wrong  with  the  cans  in  the  magazine  and 
to  be  in  the  neig^hborhood  was  not  safe.  The 
hint  was  promptly  taken,  the  crowd  went  away, 
and  Tad  returned  to  assist  his  brother  to  re- 
place the  cans  in  the  magazine.  After  the 
brothers  had  been  given  a  reasonable  time,  the 


spectators  straggled  back  to  find  the  cans  re- 
placed and  the  magazine  door  locked.  An 
examination*  of  the  magazine  showed  that  a 
heavy  timber  had  fallen  on  the  roof,  which 
had  broken  in  under  the  weight  and  force  with 
which  it  had  been  driven.  This  probably  threw 
the  cans  against  the  door." 

While  Mr.  Bowers  was  hauling  a  load  of 
nitroglycerin  a  leaking  can  allowed  the  fluid 
to  run  all  over  the  exhaust  pipe  of  the  auto- 
mobile and  all  over  the  springs  of  the  machine, 
and  he  had  a  similar  experience  with  a  leaking 
can  while  hauling  a  load  with  horse  and  wagon, 
no  explosion  resulting  in  either  case.  On  an- 
other occasion,  while  hauling  a  wagonload  con- 
taining two  hundred  and  forty  quarts  of  gly- 
cerin, he  was  upset  with  the  load  by  the 
breaking  of  the  front  axle.  When  he  was 
on  his  way  to  shoot  wells  on  the  McCal- 
mont  estate,  with  ninety-six  quarts  of  ex- 
plosive aboard,  both  hind  wheels  of  the  wagon 
came  off :  and  while  shooting  a  well  for  John 
Robinson  he  fell  with  a  can  of  glycerin  in  his 
hand,  and  four  or  five  empty  cans  in  his  other 
hand.  The  life  is  dangerous,  and  the  success- 
ful shooter  must  do  his  work  with  scientific 
care  and  precision.  Mr.  Bowers  has  been  busy 
with  material  aflfairs,  but  has  nevertheless 
found  time  for  social  and  public  duties,  having- 
been  a  member  of  the  Rouseville  council  for 
three  years  and  constable  for  five  years,  with 
eminent  satisfaction  to  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
is  a  Mason  and  an  Elk,  affiliating  with  Rouse- 
ville Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  with 
Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344.  B.  P.  O.  Elks.  His 
religious  association  is  with  the  U.  P.  Church. 
In  Dolitics  he  supports  the  Republican  party. 

By  his  marriage  to  Florence  E.  Turk  Mr. 
Bowers  has  five  children:  Joseph,  Margaret, 
Leola.  Berdina  and  Florence  W.,  all  but  one 
attending  school  in  Oil  City,  where  the  family- 
reside. 

Mrs.  Bowers  was  bom  Oct.  i.  1878,  in  But- 
ler county.  Pa.,  daughter  of  William  and  Va- 
lera  (Smyers)  Turk,  of  that  county,  the  latter 
now  deceased.  Her  father  was  bom  in  But- 
ler county  and  is  now  in  California,  engaged 
as  an  oil  well  pumoer.  Six  children  were  bom 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turk:  Ida,  Georee.  Charles. 
Leroy,  Florence  E.  and  Sydnev.  Mr.  Turk  is 
a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  [Since  the  above  was  written  we  have 
received  news  of  the  death  of  William  W. 
Bowers,  Dec.  it,  1918,  aged  thirty-nine  years. 
— Editor.] 

HUGH  W.  SHAFFER,  of  Franklin,  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Venango  county  and 
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a  worthy  member  of  one  of  the  old  families 
here.  For  three  quarters  of  a  century,  during 
practically  all  of  the  period  of  the  evolution 
of  the  county  from  primitive  to  modern  con- 
ditions, the  Shaffers  have  contributed  their 
share  toward  promoting  its  progress.  The 
labors  of  each  generation  have  been  typical  of 
the  various  stages  of  its  growth,  the  first  set- 
tler devoting  his  energies  to  agriculture,  the 
beginning  of  industrial  development  here,  while 
later  generations  have  been  interested  in  other 
business  as  well,  particularly  the  exploitation 
of  the  oil  resources,  which  have  been  the  great 
source  of  riches  in  the  locality  since  their  dis- 
covery a  half  century  ago. 

The  Shaffers  are  an  old  family  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  beyond  the  fact  that  they  are  of 
Holland  origin  and  were  established  in  Lan- 
caster county  long  ago  nothing  is  known  of  the 
early  history.  Charles  P.  Shaffer,  grandfather 
of  Hugh  W.  Shaffer,  was  the  first  of  this  line 
to  settle  in  Venango  county.  Bom  April  14, 
1801,  in  Lancaster  county,  he  remained  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania  until  about  1830,  vari- 
ously engraged  as  owner  of  a  general  store, 
dealer  in  live  stock  and  successful  veterinary 
surgeon.  About  1830  he  became  a  resident 
of  Foxburg,  Qarion  county,  and  several  years 
later  settled  in  Venango  county,  purchasing 
land  in  Richland  township,  where  he  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  for  the  rest  of  his  active 
life.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  held 
the  office  of  elder  a  number  of  years.  His 
death  occurred  April  23,  1876.  Mr.  Shaffer 
married  Salome  Shanner,  who  was  bom  in 
1813,  daughter  of  Henry  Shanner,  and  they 
had  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely:  Henry 
Washington  was  the  father  of  Hugh  W.  Shaf- 
fer; Elvina,  born  in  1833.  married  George 
Washington  Elder;  Mary  married  Cyrus 
Neely;  Charles,  deceased,  married  Ella  Dun- 
kle;  Susan  married  J.  K.  Dale:  William  M., 
bom  Aug.  8,  1840,  now  a  resident  of  Frank- 
lin, was  extensively  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  the  proddction  of  oil  for  many  years  (he 
was  twice  married,  and  had  a  large  family)  ; 
Julia  married  Jeremiah  Hepler;  John,  de- 
ceased, married  Margaretta  Porter:  Sarah 
Jane  married  James  Hughes;  Richard  Lee, 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Richland 
township,  married  a  Miss  Gardner. 

Henry  Washington  Shaffer  (always  called 
Washington  Shaffer)  was  born  July  4.  183 1, 
and  was  six  years  old  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Venaneo  county.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  in  Richland  township,  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmers'  sons  of  the  time,  and  he  even- 


tually settled  on  a  farm  in  the  adjoining  town- 
ship of  Rockland,  being  interested  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  all  his  life.  He  also  engaged  in 
the  production  of  oil  and  took  contracts  for 
the  drilling  of  oil  wells,  in  which  line  he  ac- 
quired considerable  experience.  Mr.  Shaffer 
served  as  a  Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  war 
for  three  years,  as  a  member  of  Company  M, 
5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  He  reached  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years,  dying  in  1906  at 
his  home  in  Rockland  township,  and  is  buried 
in  that  township.  To  his  marriage  with  Mar- 
garet Ann  Dale  were  bom  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Hugh  W. ;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  Robert 
Whitmer,  of  Rockland  township;  Hove  L.,  a 
resident  of  Cranberry  township,  this  county, 
engaged  in  the  oil  business;  Sarah,  married 
to  Joseph  Richey,  of  Rockland  township; 
Maggie,  married  to  Miles  Lercher  and  living 
in  Michigan;  Laura,  wife  of  Curtis  McCord, 
of  Rockland  township;  Olie  (twin  of  Laura), 
wife  of  Henry  Sitlinger,  and  living  in  Erie 
county.  Pa.;  and  Susan,  Mrs.  James  Alfred, 
of  Oklahoma. 

David  Dale,  father  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann 
(Dale)  Shaffer,  was  a  well  known  resident 
of  Rockland  township,  where  he  followed 
blacksmithing  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years.  He  also  acquired  considerable 
local  fame  as  a  deer  hunter.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Heulen. 

Hugh  W.  Shaffer  was  bom  March  22,  1856, 
in  Richland  township,  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He 
attended  the  local  schools,  and  spent  his  time 
out  of  school  in  the  customary  duties  of  the 
farm  until  it  was  decided  that  his  services 
would  be  more  valuable  in  the  oil  business, 
which  he  followed  as  his  father's  assistant 
for  the  next  six  years.  When  twenty-two 
years  old  he  joined  his  uncle,  William  M.. 
Shaffer,  with  whom  he  was  in  partnership 
in  oil  operations  for  the  next  thirty  years,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  William  and  Hugh 
Shaffer,  engaged  in  drilling  and  production, 
with  wells  in  Cranberry  township.  Mr.  Shaf- 
fer is  still  operating  wells  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship, devoting  his  time  chiefly  to  this  business, 
which  he  has  followed  alone  or  with  various 
other  partners  besides  his  uncle,  including  O. 
D.  Bleakley  and  Harry  Lamberton.  He  is 
well  known  among  oil  operators  in  this  section, 
and  his  standing  has  never  been  impaired 
by  questionable  transactions  or  haphazard 
methods,  his  business  ability  being  recognized 
and  respected  by  all  who  have  had  dealings 
with  h*im.  On  questions  of  general  importance 
he  is  well  informed  and  liberal  in  his  judg- 
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ments,  and  he  takes  a  sincere  interest  in  the 
public  welfare.  His  political  allegiance  has 
been  given  to  the  Prohibition  party,  and  in 
191 5  he  was  candidate  for  county  commis- 
sioner on  that  ticket,  losing  by  such  a  small 
majority  as  to  indicate  that  he  had  many 
friends  in  all  parties.  His  religious  connection 
is  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Shaffer  was  married  to  Sarah  Emma 
Nangle,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Harriet 
(Stewart)  Nangle,  of  Freeport,  Pa.,  and  five 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Gert- 
rude is  the  wife  of  Harry  Green,  of  Frank- 
lin, and  has  one  child,  Virginia;  Mr.  Green 
is  master  mechanic  with  the  General  Manifold 
&  Printing  Company  of  Franklin.  Warren  is 
engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  in  Cranberry 
township  with  his  father ;  he  married  Ida  Rial, 
daughter  of  J.  B.  Rial,  and  they  have  two 
sons,  Rial  and  Paul.  Roy,  who  died  March  4, 
19 1 7,  was  married  to  Mary  Long,  and  had  two 
children,  Elizabeth  and  James.  Lawrence,  of 
Rocky  Grove,  who  has  been  employed  at  the 
Eclipse  plant  there  for  many  years,  married 
Mary  McKinley,  and  their  children  are  John 
Henry  and  Wayne  R.  Clarence,  who  married 
Virgal  Kean,  is  a  printer  by  trade  and  now 
employed  by  the  General  Manifold  &  Printing 
Company  of  Franklin.  Pa. ;  a  musician  by  pro- 
fession, he  was  one  of  the  first  young  men  of 
Franklin  to  enlist  in  the  service  as  a  musician, 
and  was  stationed  at  Cape  May,  N.  J.,  for 
eighteen  months  during  the  war,  with  one  of 
the  largest  naval  bands  along  the  coast. 

ALBERT  VANDERLIN  GRAHAM, 
member  of  the  Johnson  &  Graham  Drilling 
Company  of  Oil  City,  has  made  his  way  to 
substantial  j  place  among  local  business  men 
and  gained  a  reputation  as  a  driller  which 
assures  his  firm  a  large  share  of  the  patron- 
age of  enterprising  operators  in  the  gas  and 
oil  fields.  He  is  yet  a  young  man,  with  every 
prospect  of  a  long  and  prosperous  career  in 
his  chosen  line  before  him. 

Mr.  Graham  is  of  Scotch  extraction  in  the 
paternal  line,  his  grandfather  having  come  to 
this  country  from  Scotland.  His  father,  Rob- 
ert Dow  Graham,  lived  in  this  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania, following  the  livery  business  at  By- 
rom  Center,  Mercer  county,  and  at  Garfield, 
Forest  county,  and  incidentally  doing  a  great 
deal  of  teaming.  Later  he  moved  onto  a  farm, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days  and  died. 
He  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery.  Oil  City. 
He  was  identified  with  local  activities,  belong- 
ing to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Byrom  Cen- 
ter and  to  the   Presbyterian  Church,  and  he 


served  as  supervisor  in  Forest  county,  elected 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  which  he  always 
supported.  Mr.  Graham  married  Matilda 
Ellen  Vanderlin,  daughter  of  James  Vander- 
lin ;  her  mother's  maiden  name  was  Kerr.  Mrs. 
Graham  survives  her  husband  with  their  three 
children,  viz.:  Albert  Vanderlin,  Ora  and 
Ardine,  the  latter  engaged  as  a  librarian  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  where  mother  and  both  daugh- 
ters reside. 

James  Vanderlin,  maternal  grandfather  of 
Albert  Vanderlin  Graham,  was  of  Dutch 
origin.  He  followed  farming  and  the  plas- 
terer's trade  at  Pleasantville,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  buried,  and 
they  were  respected  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  there.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Matilda  Ellen,  Mrs.  Robert  Dow  Graham; 
John,  who  died  when  twenty-one  years  old; 
Albert,  who  died  when  twenty-one  years  old ; 
Stephen,  who  married  Elizabeth  Bromley; 
Mack,  who  married  Matilda  Zaunheiser;  Wil- 
lis, who  married  Agnes  Christy;  Eli,  who 
married  Anna  Brace ;  and  Effie,  wife  of  Willis 
Brace. 

Albert  Vanderlin  Graham  was  born  Oct. 
4,  1880,  at  Byrom  Center,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa., 
and  attended  school  at  Neilltown,  Forest 
county.  He  was  very  young  when  he  left 
his  birthplace,  spending  part  of  his  youth  in 
McKean  county  and  some  time  in  Forest 
county,  at  what  is  now  Queens  Station,  where 
he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  assisted 
his  father  with  the  work  on  the  farm  until 
sixteen  years  old,  when  he  began  his  life  in 
the  oil  fields  as  a  tool  dresser  for  Greel,  Bene- 
dict &  Company,  oil  producers,  continuing  with 
them  for  two  years.  For  another  two  years 
he  dressed  tools  at  Montpelier,  Indiana  Co., 
Pa.,  and  then  for  seven  years  was  in  the  serv- 
ice of  Leslie  Brothers  &  David  Luton,  becom- 
ing a  full-fledged  driller  during  that  period 
and  acquiring  valuable  general  experience  as 
well  as  special  training  for  the  work.  C(Mning 
to  Oil  City  he  entered  the  employ  of  D.  K. 
Johnson  as  driller,  operating  in  Venango 
county  for  two  or  three  years,  and  then  for 
two  years  held  the  position  of  chief  engineer 
with  the  Stoneboro  &  Chautauqua  Lake  Ice 
Company  of  Oil  City.  Having  bought  two 
strings  of  drilling  tools  in  company  with  George 
McCandless  he  l^egan  business  on  his  own 
account,  later  taking  over  two  more  outfits, 
and  he  and  Mr.  McCandless  eventually  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  D.  K.  Johnson  un- 
der the  name  of  the  McCandless  Drilling  Com- 
pany.    Subsequently  Mr.  Graham  bought  out 
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the  interest  of  Mr.  McCandless,  and  the  firm 
has  since  been  the  Johnson  &  Graham  Drilling 
Company,  contracting  drillers,  who  do  a  large 
business  sinking  gas,  oil  and  artesian  wells. 
Mr.  Graham  has  devoted  his  time  effectively 
to  the  interests  of  the  firm,  which  has  been 
growing  steadily  in  importance  and  has  an  en- 
viable record  for  dependable  operations  and 
practical  familiarity  with  every  branch  of  the 
business,  together  with  a  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  local  territory.  He  maintains 
few  associations  aside  from  business,  being 
independent  in  politics  and  with  no  ambitions 
to  enter  public  life.  His  Masonic  affiliations 
are  with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth 
degree,  both  of  Oil  City,  and  he  is  a  Methodist 
in  religion,  holding  membership  in  Trinity  M. 
E.  Church  and  the  Bible  Class. 

By  his  marriage  to  Octavia  A.  Kellogg  Mr. 
Graham  has  four  children,  bom  as  follows: 
Clara  Antoinette,  Dec.  13,  1909;  Margaret 
Ellen,  July  28,  191 1;  Dorothy  Irene,  July  7, 
1913;  Joseph  Vanderlin,  July  9,  1915. 

Mrs.  Octavia  A.  (Kellogg)  Graham  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Kellogg  family  established 
in  this  country  in  1688,  her  earliest  American 
ancestor  coming  from  Debden,  England. 
Daniel  Kellogg,  who  settled  at  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  was  prominent  as  selectman,  represen- 
tative and  large  landed  proprietor,  and  was 
also  noted  for  his  large  stature,  being  seven 
feet  tall  and  of  proportionate  build.  There 
were  two  brothers,  Daniel  and  Nathan. 

Mrs.  Graham's  great-grandfather,  Nathan 
Kellogg,  bom  in  1752,  was  the  first  of  the  fam- 
ily to  leave  Connecticut.  Having  lost  all  his 
property  in  that  State  he  moved  to  Troy,  N. 
Y'.,  in  the  hope  of  restoring  his  fortunes,  and 
during  the  Revolution  he  served  as  a  member 
of  Captain  Bradley's  Battalion  of  New  York 
Militia,  being  in  the  army  throughout  that 
struggle. 

Isaac  Kellogg,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Gra- 
ham, was  bom  Jan.  12,  1780,  in  .Ridgefield, 
Conn.,  and  died  March  29,  1867,  at  Vineland, 
N.  J.,  where  he  is  buried.  While  in  Troy, 
N.  v.,  he  kept  a  general  store.  His  wife, 
Eunice  (St.  John),  bom  Dec.  11,  1787,  died 
April  17,  1869,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
buried  there.  Of  their  twelve  children,  we 
have  record  of  Elvira,  bom  Sept.  20,  1808 
(Mrs.  Wilkinson,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.)  ; 
George,  born  July  2^,  1810;  Lorenzo  Dow, 
mentioned  below;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  31, 
1832;  and  John  and  Charles,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  parents  were  Presbyterians  in 
religious  faith. 


Lorenzo  Dow  Kellogg  was  bom  Sept.  28, 
1823,  ^t  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  When  seventeen  years  old 
he  accompanied  his  brother  George  to  near 
Neilltown,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  for  a  time 
engaged  in  school  teaching,  later  learning  the 
carriage  painter's  trade.  In  1859  ^^  came 
to  Oil  City  and  opened  a  store  on  Main  street, 
handling  paints  and  similar  merchandise,  and 
when  he  sold  this  property  to  the  Lake  Shore 
&  New  York  Central  Railway  Company  es- 
tablished himself  at  another  location.  Later 
he  was  burned  out,  and  eventually  built  the 
Kellogg  block,  where  he  conducted  a  large 
business,  dealing  in  wall  papers,  paints,  etc. 
He  also  carried  on  a  coal  yard  in  the  Third 
ward  for  a  number  of  years,  retiring  shortly 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  31,  1900. 
He  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery.  Mr. 
Kellogg  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  temperance,  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Templars  of  Temperance  and  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  and  an  active  worker  in  Trinity  M. 
E.  Church  for  years.  His  first  wife,  Mary 
Cole  (Wakelee),  bom  in  January,  1836,  died 
in  1876,  leaving  two  children:  Isaac  James, 
who  married  Mary  Maple ;  and  William  Wake- 
lee, who  married  Laura  Rote.  Two  children 
were  also  bom  to  his  second  marriage,  with 
Antoinette  Wakelee,  namely:  Clara  L.,  who 
is  tenth  grade  teacher  in  the  Junior  high  school 
at  Oil  City;  and  Octavia  A.,  born  Oct.  16, 
1883,  wife  of  Albert  V.  Graham.  The  mother, 
born  Dec.  21,  184 1,  died  March  15,  1901,  and 
is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery,  as  is  also 
Mrs.  Marv  Cole  (Wakelee)  Keliogg.  They 
were  sisters,  daughters  of  James  and  Mary 
(Warner)  Wakelee,  natives  of  Ehitchess 
county.  New  York. 

THOMAS  ANDERSON  LOVELL  is  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Scruhgrass 
township,  in  respect  of  both  natural  ad- 
vantages and  the  condition  in  which  he  main- 
tains it.  It  is  the  old  home  place  where  his 
father  settled  in  1858,  and  every  detail  of  its 
attractive  appearance  testifies  to  the  intelli- 
gent care  exercised  in  its  improvement  during 
their  sixty  years  of  ownership. 

Mr.  Lovell  was  bora  Sept.  22,  1850.  near 
Davis  Comers,  in  Rockland  township,  Ve- 
nango county,  son  of  William  B.  Lovell  and 
grandson  of  Peter  Lovell,  the  latter  an  early 
settler  in  Rockland  township,  whither  he  moved 
from  Center  county,  Pa.,  in  1819.  His  original 
location  was  on  the  farm  that  included  the 
present  site  of  Barr's  Corners.  "A  curious  in- 
cident  is   related   concerning   him   and   John 


Digitized  by 


Google 


814 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Watt.  Each  seems  to  have  experienced  a  sud- 
den and  unaccountable  desire  to  possess  the 
farm  of  the  other,  and  when  their  mutual 
feelings  in  this  matter  had  been  expressed,  a 
trade  was  quickly  arranged.  The  exchange 
was  a  nine  days*  wonder,  and  the  sensation 
was  agreeably  varied  when  it  transpired  that 
for  some  unexplained  reason  the  contracting 
parties  had  decided  to  remain  where  they 
were."  Peter  Lovell  died  in  Rockland  town- 
ship in  1835.  Eight  sons  were  born  to  his 
union  with  Mary  Brisbane,  namely:  Perkins, 
John,  Jackson,  Jesse,  Peter,  James,  David  and 
William  B. 

William  B.  Lovell,  father  of  Thomas  Ander- 
son Lovell,  was  born  in  Rockland  township 
Jan.  24,  1820,  and  was  reared  there.  His  early 
years  were  passed  in  farming  and  the  manu- 
facture of  charcoal,  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
entirely  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1858  he 
settled  at  the  present  home  of  his  son,  and  de- 
voted the  remainder  of  his  active  years  to  its 
cultivation,  dying  there  in  1897.  ^^  ^^s  one 
of  the  most  respected  residents  of  the  vicinity, 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a 
Prohibitionist  in  his  political  views.  On  March 
2Q,  1849,  Mr.  Lovell  married  Jannett  B. 
Anderson,  who  died  in  1887,  and  by  whom  he 
had  three  children,  Lizzie,  Amanda  and 
Thomas  Anderson.  One  of  the  daughters 
died  when  fifteen  years  old,  the  other  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Thomas  Anderson  Lovell  was  only  a  boy 
when  the  family  settled  at  his  present  home, 
and  part  of  his  early  education  was  acquired 
in  the  local  public  schools.  He  also  attended 
the  Fox  Academy  at  Emlenton,  which  borough 
lies  six  miles  southeast  of  the  farm,  and  pur- 
sued his  higher  studies  in  Westminster  College, 
a  United  Presbyterian  educational  institution 
at  New  Wilmington,  Pa.  Until  his  father's 
death  they  worked  together  on  the  farm,  his 
father  erecting  a  new  house  there  for  him  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  they  cooperated 
well  in  its  management  and  the  practical  part 
of  its  operation.  William  B.  Lovell  always 
favoring  advanced  ideas  and  adopting  im- 
proved methods  promptly  when  convinced  of 
their  superiority.  Every  device  of-  proved 
worth  for  preserving  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
or  increasing  its  productiveness  has  been  put 
into  practice  on  this  land.  Stock  is  kept  in 
abundance,  several  tons  of  limestone  are  added 
to  the  surface  yearly,  and  phosphate  as  well 
as  other  commercial  fertilizers  used  freely. 
The  soil  is  naturally  good,  and  has  responded 
well  to  proper  treatment,  the  annual  yield  of 
several  crops  being  of  profitable  size.     In  ap- 


pearance, and  as  a  residence  property,  it  is 
unexcelled,  ilr.  Lovell  having  found  it  possible 
as  well  as  agreeable  to  keep  all  his  surround- 
ings in  attractive  order.  His  residence  occu- 
pies a  commanding  position  and  most  desir- 
able location,  the  handsome  house  and  taste- 
fully arranged  surroundings  drawing  favor- 
able notice  from  all  passers-by.  Forethought 
and  energetic  care  are  everywhere  apparent, 
the  place  being  beautiful  with  no  ostentatious 
display.  Mr.  Lovell  takes  proper  pride  in  his 
horses,  keeping  a  good  grade  for  general  pur- 
poses. Now  as  in  his  father's  time  the  farm 
contains  184  acres,  except  for  the  acre  which 
he  set  oflf  in  1892  for  the  use  of  Rankin  M.  E. 
Church  so  long  as  devoted  to  religious  pur- 
poses, and  an  acre  sold  as  a  site  for  the  Lovell 
schoolhouse. 

When  twenty-nine  years  old  Mr.  Lovell 
married  Alice  McQuiston,  then  nineteen  years 
of  age,  daughter  of  Alexander  McQuiston. 
She  was  bom  in  Kansas,  and  was  seventeen 
years  old  when  her  parents  came  from  the 
West  to  this  section,  her  father  operating  the 
old  David  McQuiston  homestead  here  for  two 
years.  But  he  preferred  Kansas,  and  though 
Alice  was  their  only  child  he  and  his  wife  re- 
turned there  the  day  of  her  marriage,  spend- 
ing the  remainder  of  their  lives  there.  Mr. 
McQuiston  died  June  27,  191 7,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Mrs.  Lovell  died  Nov.  5, 
1914,  the  mother  of  nine  children,  namely: 
Mary  Jeannette  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Phipps, 
of  Scrubgrass  township;  Minnie  Beulah  was 
a  graduate  of  Slippery  Rock  Normal  School 
and  taughl  school  several  terms  in  Venango 
county  before  her  marriage  to  Ralph  Markle, 
of  Brookville,  Pa.,  and  her  death  occurred  un- 
expectedly in  the  hospital  at  Punxsutawney, 
Pa.,  just  ten  days  before  that  of  her  mother 
(Mr.  Markle  is  head  salesman  in  the  Means 
Brothers  store  at  Brookville)  ;  Clara  Estelle 
is  the  wife  of  Earl  Cook,  of  New  Castle,  Pa., 
a  street  car  conductor:  Lcola  is  the  wife  of 
O.  Eakin,  of  Scrubgrass  township;  Mabel  is 
the  wife  of  Donald  Hitchcock,  of  Franklin 
(she  graduated  from  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
School  and  was  a  teacher  in  Venango  county 
prior  to  her  marriage)  ;  Jennie  is  married  to 
Floyd  Sutton,  of  Scrubgrass  township;  Cora 
was  graduated  from  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
Sc'hool  in  1913,  and  is  now  teaching  at  Rocky 
Grove,  Venango  county :  Florence  and  Harold 
Thomas  are  at  home  with  their  father.  The 
latter  is  an  expert  mechanic. 

Mr.  Lovell  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  he  has  worked  heartily  in  the 
interest  of  Rankin  M.  E.  Church,  helping  its 
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congregation  in  the  effort  to  maintain  a  local 
place  of  worship. 

JOHN  WESLEY  GARDINER  is  one  of 
the  oldest  residents  of  his  section  of  Oil  City, 
and  though  he  retired  from  active  business 
pursuits  some  years  ago  he  is. still  taking  part 
in  local  affairs,  at  present  representing  the 
Tenth  ward  as  alderman.  His  residence  here 
dates  from  1861,  and  he  has  many  interesting 
recollections  of  the  early  days,  with  their  prim- 
itive business  and  social  conditions,  and  of  the 
pioneer  inhabitants.  As  a  business  man  he  had 
a  varied  experience,  his  restless  energy  leading 
him  into  different  enterprises,  in  all  of  which 
he  maintained  a  reputation  for  ability  and  sub- 
stantial qualities  which  gained  him  the  confi- 
dence of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings. 

Mr.  Gardiner  is  of  Irish  extraction.  His 
father,  Thomas  Gardiner,  was  a  native  of  the 
North  of  Ireland,  whence  he  came  to  America 
in  young  manhood,  spending  the  rest  of  his 
life  in  western  Pennsylvania.  For  a  time  he 
was  in  the  Ligonier  valley,  in  Westmoreland 
county,  engaged  as  a  schoolmaster,  and  later 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Sharps- 
burg,  Allegheny  county,  continuing  thus  until 
his  death,  when  he  was  about  fifty  years  old. 
Thomas  Gardiner  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Co- 
vode)  Stewart,  who  had  three  children  by  her 
first  union,  namely:  Dr.  Jacob,  who  died  in 
Molina,  111.:  Rachel,  Mrs.  James  Van  Horn; 
and  Ann,  Mrs.  Thomas  Gibson.  Four  children 
)vere  born  to  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Gardiner, 
all  surviving  him,  namely:  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
Draher ;  Caroline,  Mrs.  Joseph  Paul,  of  Iowa ; 
John  Wesley;  and  Mary,  who  married  Dr. 
Robert  Graham.  Mrs.  Paul  and  John  W.  Gar- 
diner are  now  the  only  living  members  of  this 
family.  The  mother  continued  the  mercantile 
business  after  the  father's  death,  and  lived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty- four  years. 

John  Wesley  Gardiner  was  bom  March  14, 
i^,  at  Sharpsburg,  Allegheny  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  had  ordinary  school  advan- 
tages, and  was  familiar  with  the  mercantile 
business  from  an  early  age,  helping  his  mother 
in  the  store  as  soon  as  possible.  During  his 
youth  he  spent  two  years  in  Ohio  before  com- 
ing to  Oil  City,  in  1861,  settling  in  that  part 
of  the  town  formerly  known  as  Siverly,  and 
acting  as  superintendent  of  oil  wells  for  Louis 
Dalzell,  of  Pittsburgh.  In  1863  he  became  a 
member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Reynolds, 
Broadhead  &  Company,  beine  so  eng^aged  for 
about  five  years,  until  he  decided  to  give  all  his 
attention  to  oil  production,  which  he  followed 
exclusively  from  1868  to  1876.    In  the  latter 


year  he  formed  an  association  with  D.  T.  Bor- 
land in  the  lumber  and  coal  trade,  in  1882  help- 
ing to  organize  the  Oil  City  Lumber  &  Coal 
Company,  in  which  he  was  connected  with  Mr. 
Borland  and  Charles  H.  Lay,  another  sub- 
stantial business  man  of  Oil  City.  After  five 
years  in  that  partnership  he  organized  the 
Venango  Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  in  1887, 
in  which  he  was  interested  with  J.  P.  Philp 
and  W.  F.  Perry  for  the  next  three  years.  In 
March,  1889,  he  gave  it  up  to  join  Jonathan 
McCollom  in  coal  operations,  McCollom  & 
Gardiner  doing  an  extensive  business  as  coal 
miners  and  operators  for  the  two  years  fol- 
lowing, during  which  time  Mr.  Gardiner  was 
also  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber in  Cranberry  township,  Venango  county, 
and  acted  as  special  ag^nt  for  the  Erie  City 
Iron  Works,  for  which  he  handled  specially 
the  famous  boiler  and  engine  known  to  the 
trade  as  the  "New,  Economic."  When  he 
withdrew  from  the  firm  of  McCollom  &  Gar- 
diner, Mr.  Gardiner  opened  a  lumber  yard  at 
Siverly  which  he  conducted  for  four  years, 
and  he  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  build- 
ing in  that  section,  erecting  thirty  houses  there. 
He  retired  in  1906,  but  continues  to  hold  val- 
uable interests  in  this  part  of  Venango  coun- 
ty and  busies  himself  with  their  management 
as  well  as  with  his  official  duties,  to  which  he 
gives  the  same  conscientious  attention  as  he 
applies  to  his  private  affairs.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church, 
one  of  the  most  respected  supporters  of  that 
organization. 

On  Dec.  25,  1862,  Mr.  Gardiner  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Jane  Siverly,  of  Siverly,  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  Hart  and  Mary  (Elderkin)  Siv- 
erly, her  father  a  native  of  New  York  City 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  'Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gardiner  reared  the  following  family: 
Harry  H.,  a  resident  of  Siverly  (now  part  of 
Oil  City),  and  engaged  as  clerk  with  the  Oil 
Well  Supply  Company,  married  Lulu  Trax  and 
has  three  children,  Rodnew  V.,  Floyd  T.  and 
Irene;  Maude  is  the  wife  of  O.  E.  Reynolds 
and  is  living  at  Siverly,  where  Mr.  Reynolds  is 
engaged  as  a  mechanic  and  decorator  (their 
children  are  Dorothy,  Yolande,  Lenore  and 
Emily)  ;  Grace  took  a  collegiate  course  at  Ann 
Arbor,  was  prepared  for  the  medical  profession 
in  Boston,  where  she  took  the  degree  of  M.  D., 
and  practiced  first  at  Oil  City,  she  and  her  hus- 
band. Dr.  Myron  W.  Smith,  being  both  prac- 
titioners now  at  Red  Wing,  Minn,  (they  have 
three  children,  Jean,  Barbara  and  Winifred)  ; 
Florence  is  the  wife  of  Wade  S.  Gulick,  and 
they  reside  with  her  parents  (they  have  one 
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child,  Lois)  ;  Donald  Siverly  is  living  in  Pitts- 
burgh, where  he  holds  the  position  of  switch- 
board inspector  with  the  Bell  Telephone  Com- 
pany (he  is  unmarried). 

JOHN  BOWERS  has  been  identified  with 
Rouseville  and  that  section  of  Venango  county 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  during  most  of 
that  time  associated  with  the  oil  business,  in 
which  he  still  holds  valuable  interests.  He  is 
now  practically  retired,  his  sons  carrying  the 
active  responsibilities  of  the  oil  production  in 
Complanter  township  which  they  have  operated 
in  partnership  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr., 
Bowers  has  spent  his  life  in  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania,  being  a  native  of  Armstrong 
county,  where  his  father,  Joseph  Bowers, 
settled  when  only  a  boy,  making  his  permanent 
home  in  Allegheny  township.  The  grandfather 
died  east  of  the  mountains  in  this  State. 

Joseph  Bowers  was  a  plasterer  and  stone- 
mason, and  followed  his  trade  for  many  years, 
spending  the  latter  part  of  his  life  at  farming. 
He  died  upon  his  farm,  and  is  buried  at  Leech- 
burg,  Armstrong  county.  His  first  wife. 
Susanna  (Klingensmith),  daughjer  of  John  and 
Susan  (Myers)  Klingensmith,  died  in  Alle- 
gheny township  and  is  buried  at  Leechburg. 
She  was  the  mother  of  the  following  children : 
Lewis  (who  served  three  years  in  the  Civil 
war),  David  (who  died  in  infancy),  John 
(mentioned  below).  Henry,  Mahala,  Joseph, 
Peter,  Frank.  Matthew  and  Thomas  J.  For  his 
second  wife  Joseph  Bowers  married  Elizabeth 
Highfield,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Samuel 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy,  and  two  children 
were  also  bom  of  his  third  union,  with  Lydia 
Shull,  Alfred  A.  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

John  Bowers  was  bom  April  17,  1842,  near 
Leechburg,  Allegheny  township,  Armstrong 
county,  and  was  reared  in  that  section.  He  had 
the  ordinary  advantages  for  education  obtain- 
able in  the  locality,  and  his  practical  training 
was  in  the  line  of  agriculture,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  coming  to  Rouseville,  Venango 
county,  in  the  spring  of  1865.  Here  he  found 
employment  at  the  o'A  wells.  In  the  spring  of. 
t866  he  returned  to  Allegheny  township,  where 
he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1868,  when  he 
came  back  to  Rouseville  and  resumed  work  at 
the  oil  wells.  From  1802  to  1902  Mr.  Bowers 
had  a  dairy  route  to  Oil  City,  giving  his  prin- 
cipal attention  to  that  business  until  he  and  his 
sons  bought  forty-seven  acres  of  land  in  Com- 
planter township  and  undertook  the  production 
of  oil.  They  have  prosecuted  the  development 
work  vigorously  and  profitablv,  now  having 
fifty-eight  producing  wells.     Mr.  Bowers  has 


his  wife  and  sons  Bradley  E.  and  F.  H.  in 
partnership  with  him,  and  the  sons  now  handle 
the  business  almost  entirely,  Mr.  Bowers  hav- 
ing withdrawn  from  most  of  his  active  obliga- 
tions. Twelve  years  ago  he  removed  from  his 
home  in  Complanter  township  to  the  borough 
of  Rouseville,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
is  well  and  favorably  known  among  all  his  old- 
time  associates,  having  made  his  own  way  in 
the  world  by  the  most  commendable  methods, 
thoroughly  consistent  with  his  reputation  for 
integrity  and  honorable  dealings.  His  ventures 
in  oil  have  yielded  well,  and  he  is  enjoying  his 
leisure  years  in  the  comfort  of  an  ample  com- 
petence. 

Mr.  Bowers  married  Fannie  Klingensmith, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Heckman) 
Klingensmith,  of  Parks  township,  Armstrong 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children :  Bradley  E.,  who  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  Rouseville  borough  council  and 
in  business  as  previously  noted;  Clara  and 
Carrie,  twins,  deceased ;  Frank  H.,  of  Rouse- 
ville; John,  of  McClintockville,  this  county; 
Anna  Pearl,  at  home :  and  Charles,  who  lives  at 
Rouseville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowers  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Peter  Klingensmith,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Bowers,  was  a  pioneer  in  Allegheny  (now 
(iilpin)  township,  Amistrong  county,  and  died 
Aug.  22,  1840,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  seven 
months.  He  married  Catherine  Wanamaker 
(cousin  of  the  father  of  John  Wanamaker.  the 
famous  merchant  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York),  who  died  March  5,  1864,  aged  over 
seventy-six  years,  and  they  had  the  following 
family:  Henry  (the  eldest),  Samuel,  Peter, 
Joseph,  Isaac,  Abraham.  Annie,  Barbara, 
Esther  and  Elizabeth. 

Henry  Klingensmith,  son  of  Peter,  married 
Elizabeth  Heckman,  who  died  July  15,  i860, 
when  aged  fifty  years.  They  had  five  children : 
Israel.  Isaiah,  Sanford,  Fannie  (Mrs.  John 
Bowers)  and  Joseph.  In  1861  he  married 
(second)  Elizabeth  Wagle,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Flora.  Mrs.  Eli  Darbaker,  of  Parks 
township,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.  Mr.  Klingen- 
smith died  Oct.  2,  1881,  aged  seventy-one  years, 
eleven  months.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
September,  1896. 

WILLIAM  J.  ANDERSON,  for  many 
years  a  well  known  figure  among  refiners  in 
Venango  county,  where  he  still  maintains  im- 
portant associations  in  his  particular  branch  of 
the  oil  business,  is  also  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  county. 
His  grandfather,  William  S.  Anderson,  moved 
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here  from  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  residing  at 
Utica  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  As  a  competent  cabinetmaker  he  was 
a  useful  member  of  the  community,  manu- 
facturing furniture  and  coffins  for  his  neigh- 
bors and  making  a  good  living.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Pollock),  Uved  to  the  age  of  ninety. 

Capt.  Thomas  S.  Anderson,  father  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Anderson,  was  born  at  Utica,  this 
county,  in  1841,  and  died  May  9,  1909,  at  Oil 
City.  He  is  buried  in  the  Mill  Creek  cemetery 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  early  home,  near  Utica. 
Captain  Anderson  served  all  through  the  Civil 
war,  having  been  promoted  from  the  ranks  to 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  184th  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber for  four  years  and  six  months;  he  was 
mustered  out  as  captain.  He  never  fully  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  a  gunshot  injury 
in  the  hip,  received  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks, 
nevertheless  he  led  an  active  life  after  his  re- 
turn from  the  army,  and  like  his  father  had 
a  reputation  for  fine  workmanship  as  a  car- 
penter and  cabinetmaker,  which  brought  him 
a  profitable  patronage.  He  came  to  Oil  City  in 
1867,  and  laid  the  first  sidewalk  on  the  south 
side,  then  known  as  Verona ;  it  passed  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  library.  Later  he  was  engaged 
as  a  high-grade  mechanic  on  coach  work  in  the 
employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 
continuing  thus  until  pensioned  after  many 
years  of  satisfactory  service.  He  also  re- 
ceived a  pension  from  the  government  in  rec- 
ognition of  his  Civil  war  services.  Captain 
Anderson  never  mixed  in  public  affairs,  but  he 
was  prominent  in  the  local  organizations  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.,  joining  the  lat- 
ter in  1869  and  passing  all  the  chairs.  He 
married  Elvira  Perrine,  of  Perrines  Corners, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  sister  of  J.  N.  Perrine,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Derrick  Publishing 
Com|>any,  publishers  of  the  Oil  City  Derrick. 
She  now  lives  with  her  son  William  J.  An- 
derson at  Reno,  this  county,  who  is  the  only 
survivor  of  the  three  sons  bom  to  her.  The 
other  two  died  in  infancy, 

William  J.  Anderson  was  bom  Oct.  25, 
1864.  at  Utica,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Oil  City.  As  a  young  man  he  entered  the 
Derrick  office  in  Oil  City  under  Col.  Edward 
Stuck,  but  he  soon  changed  to  a  position  in  the 
Eclipse  Refinery  at  Franklin,  where  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  he  had  instruction  and  training 
in  all  the  branches  of  refining  under  the  able 
guidance  of  George  H.  Taber,  then  superin- 
tendent of  those  works,  now  vice  president  of 
the  Gulf  Refining  Company,  with  offices  in 
Pittsburgh.  He  also  worked  with  the  late  Su- 
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perintendent  Egbert,  and  when  competent  was 
made  foreman  of  the  heavy  oil  wax  and  bloom- 
ing department  of  the  Eclipse  plant,  a  re- 
sponsible position  that  he  filled  creditably.  The 
works  were  operated  by  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  for 
twelve  or  fifteen  years,  until  about  1897, 
being  transferred  from  Franklin  to  the  refined 
wax  department  at  Philadelphia,  and  later  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  as  expert  treater.  About  1897 
he  assumed  a  similar  position  with  the  Penn 
Refining  Company  at  Oil  Creek,  and  subse- 
quently was  foreman  of  the  Empire  Oil  Works 
at  Reno  until  he  formed  his  present  associa- 
tion with  the  Continental  Refining  Company, 
as  superintendent,  about  three  years  ago.  Its 
plant,  two  miles  north  of  Oil  City,  has  been 
entirely  rebuilt  under  his  supervision,  embody- 
ing the  best  ideas  evolved  in  his  long  and  com- 
prehensive experience  in  the  refining  business, 
and  is  in  first-class  condition  in  every  respect. 
A  description  of  the  works  may  be  found  else- 
where, in  the  biography  of  Thomas  Anderton 
and  his  sons,  the  latter  being  the  present  owners 
and  operators.  On  his  own  account  Mr.  An- 
derson is  heavily  interested  in  the  Advance  Oil 
Company,  of  Reno,  Venango  county,  of  which 
he  has  been  president  since  its  incorporation. 
A  description  of  the  business  follows.  For  the 
last  six  years  he  has  made  his  home  at  Reno, 
which  is  three  miles  west  of  Oil  City  in  Sugar- 
creek  township,  and  he  is  at  present  serving 
as  member  of  the  township  school  board,  his 
practical  cooperation  in  the  direction  of  public 
affairs  having  been  heartily  welcomed  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  has  been  prominent  as  a 
fratemity  man,  being  a  thirty-second-degree 
Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  charter  member  of 
the  K.  O.  T.  M.  lodge  at  Oil  City,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  here. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  at  Franklin  in 
1887  to  Mabel  Higbee,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children:  Thomas  S.,  now  superintendent  of 
the  Empire  Oil  Works  at  Reno ;  Alexis  K.,  an 
artist,  engaged  in  the  Kaufmann  Brothers  de- 
partment store  at  Pittsburgh:  and  James  H., 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  both  the  Penn  Roof- 
ing &  Asbestos  Company  and  the  Advance 
Oil  Company,  of  Reno  (he  served  six  years 
in  the  navy,  under  two  enlistments,  and  has 
been  around  the  world  twice,  including  two 
visits  to  the  Vatican).  In  1906  Mr.  Anderson 
married  (second)  Jennie  Miller.  There  are 
no  children  by  this  marriage. 

The  Advance  Oil  Company,  whose  works 
are  at  Reno,  was  started  as  a  partnership  con- 
cern, William  Edwards  and  Fred  Myers  be- 
ing  leading  spirit3   in   its   establishment.     A 
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general  jobbing  business  was  done  until  the 
plant  was  purchased  by  William  J.  Anderson, 
Edward  E.  Leach  and  others  in  1916,  soon  af- 
terward incorporated  with  a  capital  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  Land  was  purchased  conven- 
ient to  the  railroads  at  Reno  and  the  erection 
of  buildings  at  once  commenced,  though  they 
were  not  completed  until  the  early  part  of  1917, 
when  production  began.  William  J.  Andersoif. 
is  president  of  the  company,  Edward  E.  Leach 
(of  Franklin)  vice  president  and  general  man- 
ager, and  James  H.  Anderson  (of  Reno)  sec- 
retary and  treasurer,  the  other  director  being 
Homer  D.  Biery,  of  Franklin;  several  of  the 
stockholders  are  producers  of  crude  oil  in  the 
vicinity,  so  that  a  supply  of  raw  material  has 
been  assured  from  the  start.  The  machinery 
is  of  the  latest  design,  and  operated  by  elec- 
tric motors.  The  company  employs  about  a 
dozen  men,  four  salesmen  being  constantly  en- 
gaged covering  territory  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York  and  eastern  Ohio.  The 
steady  increase  in  the  volimie  of  business 
done  has  already  justified,  practically  de- 
manded, an  increase  of  capital.  The  output 
is  classed  as  **pure  Pennsylvania  petroleum 
products,"  and  includes  automobile,  cylinder, 
engine  and  illuminating  oils,  gasoline,  greases, 
'*Laxoleum"  medicinal  oil,  "velvet"  cutting 
compounds,  etc.,  all  of  warranted  high  quality. 
Besides  handling  their  own  products  the  com- 
pany does  an  extensive  jobbing  trade,  the  ex- 
port branch  especially  approaching  large  pro- 
portions. 

Edward  E.  Leach,  vice  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Advance  Oil  Company, 
is  a  native  of  Franklin,  Venango  county,  bom 
May  6,  1869.  His  father,  A.  H.  Leach,  now 
the  oldest  grocer  doing  business  at  Franklin, 
was  bom  seventy-six  years  ago  in  Hessen-Cas- 
sel,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  a  youth  of  sixteen,  living  at  Shadeville, 
Franklin  Co.,  Ohio,  until  his  removal  to  Frank- 
lin, Pa.,  in  the  year  1867.  A  miller  by  trade, 
he  was  engaged  as  such  in  the  Venango  Mills 
for  several  years,  practically  all  of  the  time 
after  his  arrival  at  Franklin  until  he  embarked 
in  the  erocery  business,  some  thirty-nine  years 
ago.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  city  affairs, 
having  serv^ed  two  two-year  terms  in  the  coun- 
cil, and  has  earned  a  name  as  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive residents  of  the  place  in  both  business 
and  public  circles.  Edward  E.  Leach  was 
reared  and  educated  at  Franklin,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  store  with  his  father  until  he 
joined  his  present  associates  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  been  an  important  fac- 
tor. 


WILLIAM  F.  IHRIG.  of  Sugar  Creek 
township,  has  one  of  the  most  desirable 
country  homes  in  that  section  of  Venango 
county,  where  he  owns  valuable  lands.  His 
energies,  however,  are  occupied  chiefly  in  the 
drilling  business,  a  line  of  work  in  which  he 
has  cc«ne  to  excel,  ranking  with  the  most 
skillful  operators  in  any  of  the  oil  fields  that 
he  has  helped  to  develop.  In  the  course  of  a 
comprehensive  experience  as  a  drilling  con- 
tractor he  has  also  been  a  successful  oil  pro- 
ducer and  looked  after  agricultural  operations, 
but  he  has  both  his  farms  now  placed  in  the 
hands  of  tenants,  leaving  him  free  to  attend 
to  the  demands  of  expanding  interests  in  this 
and  other  oil  regions; 

Mr.  Ihrig  s  father,  the  late  George  William 
Ihrig,  was  long  famous  as  an  oil  operator  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  He  came  here  in  the 
early  days  of  the  oil  excitement,  and  made  and 
lost  fortunes  in  the  fluctuations  of  oil  and  oil 
land  values  which  marked  the  beginnings  of 
the  great  industry  destined  to  revolutionize 
conditions  all  over  the  civilized  world.  He 
was  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  landed 
at  New  York  upon  his  arrival  in  America. 
When  he  located  in  Venango  county  he  first 
worked  upon  the  Steele  farm,  and  later  owned 
the  wells  on  that  place.  After  leaving  there 
he  sunk  wells  at  other  points  before  settling 
in  Sugar  Creek  township,  about  1881,  here 
buying  what  is  now  known  as  the  Sheasley 
farm,  where  he  initiated  the  work  of  develop- 
ing the  oil.  Subsequently  he  was  heavily  in- 
terested in  the  Foster  farm,  where  he  had  a 
production  of  four  hundred  barrels  daily  for 
a  time,  and  he  bought  a  farm  in  Sugar  Creek 
township  now  owned  by  his  son  William  F. 
Ihrig.  Two  years  later  he  purchased  the 
Shippen  property  (now  known  as  the  Swik- 
hart  farm),  and  continued  the  development 
work  which  had  been  started  there,  sinking 
wells  for  himself  on  all  these  places,  besides 
holding  and  operating  leases  in  various  other 
localities.  Though  he  experienced  many  varia- 
tions of  prosperity  he  was  on  the  whole  very 
successful,  and  left  a  fine  estate.  His  death 
occurred  April  27,  1910,  and  his  wife,  like 
himself  from  Baden,  passed  away  March  17, 
1909.     They  were  married  in  Pennsylvania. 

William  F.  Ihrig  was  born  Oct.  19,  1872,  on 
"Coal  Oil  Johnny"  Steele's  farm,  on  Oil  Creek, 
and  spent  his  youth  largely  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  attending  the  public  schools  until  he 
was  old  enough  to  take  care  of  himself.  Be- 
ing accustomed  from  his  earliest  years  to 
conditions  and  work  around  oil  wells,  he 
found  his  own  interests  in  the  same  line.    His 
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brother  Harry  Ihrig  drilled  the  first  well  sunk 
at  Sistersville,  W.  Va.,  and  William  having 
gone  there  to  operate  a  string  of  tools  for  his 
brother  remained  in  that  field  some  twelve 
years,  during  a  good  part  of  the  time  engaged 
in  production  on  his  own  account,  having 
made  some  paying  investments.  Ehiring  his 
father's  later  years  he  was  associated  with 
him  in  exploitation  and  production,  mean- 
while also  operating  a  couple  of  drilling 
machines  on  his  own  account,  and  he  now  de- 
votes most  of  his  time  to  drilling.  During 
the  last  three  years  he  has  been  so  engaged  at 
the  old  field  in  West  Virginia  where  he  was 
employed  years  ago,  and  is  also  producing  in 
that  field  at  present.  His  contracts  have  fre- 
quently been  in  the  Ohio  and  Indiana  fields, 
and  his  work  has  been  so  satisfactory  that  he 
has  found  the  demand  for  his  services  increas- 
ing steadily.  Mr.  Ihrig  owns  two  tracts  of 
farming  land  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  the 
place  of  eighty-seven  acres  upon  which  he  has 
resided  for  the  last  six  years,  seven  miles  west 
of  Franklin,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  the  J. 
L.  McCalmont  farm,  which  he  bought  a  year 
ago.  Formerly  he  looked  after  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm  interests  in  connection  with 
his  operations  in  the  oil  fields,  but  he  now  has 
his  land  rented,  finding  this  arrangement  most 
convenient.  The  brick  road  from  Franklin  to 
Cooperstown  passes  through  his  home  place, 
a  fine  level  stretch  of  Sugar  Creek  valley 
land,  the  house  standing  on  a  slight  elevation 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  back  from  this  road,  over 
which  most  of  the  local  traveling  is  now  done. 
The  old  highway,  once  well  traveled,  is  close 
to  the  dwelling.  It  was  built  sixty-five  years 
ago,  and  has  l^en  remodeled  thoroughly  since 
it  came  into  Mr.  Ihrig's  possession,  being  pro- 
vided with  running  water,  cold  and  hot,  sani- 
tary drainage  and  modem  heating  appliances. 
as  well  as  many  other  conveniences  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  family.  The  con- 
dition of  the  place  is  a  fair  index  of  Mr. 
Ihrig's  progressive  disposition,  which  is  mani- 
fested in  every  phase  of  his  work.  He  is  a 
man  of  solid  character,  thoroughly  trustworthy 
in  every  regard,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  the  township. 

In  1898  Mr.  Ihrig  married  Delia  Adams,  of 
Ohio,  and  they  have  one  child,  Gladys  Vir- 
ginia. Mrs.  Ihrig  is  a  woman  of  intelligent 
mind  and  excellent  education,  and  she  has 
made  many  friends  in  the  enjoyable  associa- 
tions of  local  activities  by  her  agreeable  charac- 
ter and  sincere  hospitality. 


SAMUEL  W.  STEWART  (deceased), 
well  remembered  as  a  leading  citizen  of  Alle- 
gheny township,  and  for  years  one  of  the 
largest  owners  of  oil  lands  in  Venango  coun- 
ty, will  probably  be  cited  in  the  industrial 
history  of  the  county  chiefly  for  his  success 
as  an  oil  producer.  He  was  associated  with 
that  business  from  its  inception  here,  but  long 
before  it  began  he  had  demonstrated  his  re- 
sourcefulness and  capacity  as  a  business  man 
of  the  most  progressive  order,  and  the  finding 
of  oil  but  opened  another  channel  into  which 
his  energies  found  their  way  promptly.  His 
prominence  in  other  lines  was  gained  through 
the  same  qualities  of  initiative  and  the  go- 
ahead  tendencies  that  made  his  prosperous  ex- 
perience in  oil  operations  possible. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  a  native  of  Butler  county. 
Pa.,  where  his  grandfather,  John  Stewart,  had 
settled  about  1810  and  remained  ten  years,  in 
1820  moving  to  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  resided  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
While  in  Butler  county  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  receiving  his  appointment  from 
the  governor  of  the  State. 

William  B.  Stewart,  father  of  Samuel  W. 
Stewart,  was  bom  in  Butler  county,  where  he 
lived  and  died,  his  death  occurring  in  1822. 
He  had  purchased  a  tract  of  120  acres,  and 
though  he  passed  away  when  yet  a  young  man 
had  succeeded  in  improving  it  considerably, 
the  dwelling  which  he  built  there  being  the  first 
frame  house  in  Butler  county.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  Isabella  Craig,  a  native  of  Venango 
county,  there  were  three  children,  of  whom 
William  B.,  who  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  was  also  prominent 
in  the  American  Tract  Society,  of  which  he 
was  secretary,  lived  in  Philadelphia  and  later 
at  Fort  Edwards,  N.  Y..  where  he  was  retired 
at  the  time  of  his  death ;  Samuel  W.  is  men- 
tioned below.  In  1830  the  mother  remarried, 
becoming  the  wife  of  Thomas  R.  Kerr,  with 
whom  she  removed  to  Venango  county,  where 
the  rest  of  her  life  was  spent.  The  two  chil- 
dren of  her  second  marriage,  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Crawford  and  Elizabeth,  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  are 
both  also  deceased. 

Samuel  W.  Stewart  was  born  June  29,  1820, 
in  Venango  township,  Butler  Co..  Pa.,  and 
being  a  young  child  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death  lived  for  some  years  afterward  with 
his  maternal  grandfather,  later  making  his 
home  with  his  mother  and  stepfather.  When 
sixteen  years  old  he  was  apprenticed  to  Mc- 
Nair  Brothers,  of  Butler,  to  learn  the  trade  of 
millwright,    which   he    followed    in   Venango 
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county  very  successfully  for  a  number  of 
years  after  his  return  here,  in  1840.  He  built 
several  mills,  in  various  sectipns  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  after  locating  on  the  tract  in  Allegheny 
township  which  became  his  home  farm 
erected  a  mill  there  which  became  well  known 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  locality  as  Stewart's 
mills,  and  which  he  operated  for  many  years. 
It  was  in  1850  that  he  settled  on  the  farm, 
which  lies  in  Allegheny  township  three  miles 
from  Pithole  and  four  miles  east  of  Pleas- 
antville,  and  most  of  which  is  still  owned  by 
the  family.  During  the  early  part  of  his  res- 
idence there  Mr.  Stewart  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  in  which  he  always  main- 
tained an  intelligent  interest,  serving  many 
years  as  president  of  the  Oil  Creek  Agricul- 
tural Association,  which  exercised  potent  in- 
fluence in  the  improvement  of  the  locality  as 
a  farming  region.  When  oil  was  discovered 
Mr.  Stewart  immediately  applied  himself  to 
the  development  of  the  new  resource,  his  first 
operations  being  at  Pithole,  the  scene  of  one 
of  the  most  famous  excitements  in  the  history 
of  oil.  From  that  time  forward  his  principal 
interests  were  in  oil  lands  and  his  attention 
was  devoted  chiefly  to  their  exploitation,  his 
extensive  and  successful  operations  in  several 
fields  placing  him  among  the  county's  wealthi- 
est residents.  His  activities  included  opera- 
tions in  Grand  Valley  and  in  the  Bradford 
field,  and  he  acquired  possession  of  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  oil  lands,  including  several  acres 
in  the  Bradford  territory.  There  were  never 
any  wells  of  special  value  on  his  home  prop- 
erty. For  many  years  his  son  Ferris  C.  Stew- 
art was  associated  with  him,  but  most  of  his 
oil  interests  have  been  disposed  of,  the  family, 
however,  still  drawing  royalties  from  the  re- 
mainder. Mr.  Stewart  was  a  stockholder  in 
the  Pleasantville  Bank  and  one  of  its  directors. 
He  maintained  a  live  interest  in  all  things 
aflFecting  the  betterment  of  social  standards  in 
the  community  as  well  as  the  process  of  its 
material  aflFairs,  using  his  strong  influence  in 
the  furtherance  of  every  good  cause.  During 
his  later  years  he  indulged  his  love  for  read- 
ing, spending  much  of  his  time  with  the  best 
writers  of  ancient  and  modem  times.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  his  farm  in  Allegheny 
township  until  the  house  was  burned  in  March, 
1900,  after  which  he  made  his  home  with  his 
son  William  B.  Stewart,  in  Titusville,  his 
death  occurring  there  in  October,  1900. 

In  185 1  Mr.  Stewart  married  Jane  Eliza- 
beth Haworth,  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Short)  Haworth,  natives  of  England  who 
settled  in  Washington  county.  Pa.     She  died 


five  years  before  her  husband.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children :  Belle  is  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Wood,  of  Titusville,  Pa.;  Ferris 
C.  is  engaged  as  an  oil  producer  in  the  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  field;  William  B.,  a  resident  of  Muncie, 
Ind.,  has  been  engaged  in  oil  production  in 
the  Oklahoma  (Tulsa),  Kansas  and  Texas 
fields,  and  is  associated  with  his  brother  in  oil 
operations;  James  B.,  a  physician,  has  been 
engaged  in  practice  at  Bradford,  Pa.,  for  many 
years;  Mary  E.  lives  with  her  sister  at  Titus- 
ville. Mr.  Stewart  attended  services  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church  with  his  family,  thoug^h 
he  never  became  a  member.  In  political  sen- 
timent he  was  a  Democrat.  Liberal  in  all  his 
views,  he  was  fair  in  his  judgment  in  all 
things,  and  his  substantial  character  and  rec- 
ognized intellectual  capacity  gave  his  opinions 
weight  in  every  association. 

JEROME  J.  VAN  DRESSER,  of  Frank- 
lin, has  during  the  twenty  years  of  his  con- 
nection with  the  oil  business  become  one  of 
the  largest  operators  in  this  r^on,  his  in- 
terests covering  about  two  hundred  produc- 
ing wells  in  the  local  field.  In  his  association 
with  various  oil  companies  he  has  a  number 
of  partners  and  has  formed  an  extensive 
acquaintanceship,  being  one  of  the  best  known 
representatives  of  the  industry  in  this  sec- 
tion. His  investments,  and  the  exploitation 
work  done  upon  his  leases,  have  had  an  appre- 
ciable eflFect  upon  the  activity  of  the  busi- 
ness, not  only  so  far  as  his  own  work  is  con- 
sidered, but  also  in  regard  to  the  influence  it 
has  had  upon  the  confidence  of  others,  en- 
couragfng  production  and  prospecting  in  ev- 
ery territory  which  he  has  entered. 

Mr.  \^an  Dresser  has  been  a  resident  of  Ve- 
nango county  for  something  over  thirty  years. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  bom 
in  1854.  and  was  quite  young  when  he  went 
to  live  in  New  York  State.  Thence  he  came 
to  Pennsylvania,  spending  some  time  in  Erie 
county  and  at  other  locations  before  his  arrival 
at  Franklin  in  the  year  1886,  not  long  after 
which  he  engaged  in  the  marble  and  granite 
business  here  with  J.  W.  Kerr,  under  the  name 
of  \^an  Dresser  &  Kerr.  They  built  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  patronage,  and  did  so  well  at  the 
original  plant  that  they  also  opened  an  estab- 
lishment at  Oil  City,  Mr.  Van  Dresser  having 
charge  of  the  latter.  However,  he  saw  better 
prospects  in  the  oil  business,  so  he  gave  up  his 
other  interests  about  twenty  years  ago  and  be- 
ean  operations  as  a  producer,  joining  Mr.  C. 
R.  Shaffer  in  the  drilling  of  his  first  well,  on 
the  Bier}^  farm  in  Scrubgrass  township,  along 
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Richey  run.  Its  success  was  sufficient  to  give 
them  incentive  for  further  work,  and  from 
this  modest  beginning  Mr.  Van  Dresser  has 
branched  out  continually  until  he  now  ranks 
with  the  most  extensive  producers  in  the  sec- 
tion. From  Scrubgrass  he  moved  to  Cran- 
berry township,  choosing  a  location  on  the 
Brandenburg  road  where  he  was  occupied  for 
some  time.  He  next  entered  the  Bullion  and 
Clintonville  fields,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
principally  to  the  present  time,  now  having  in- 
terests in  about  two  hundred  active  wells  there 
and  a  partnership  in  several  companies.  His 
latest  associations  are  with  the  Butler  Oil  Com- 
pany, which  has  seventy  wells  in  operation  and 
is  going  on  with  drilling,  and  the  Moore  Oil 
Company,  started  during  the  summer  of  191 7, 
in  which  he  is  interested  with  W.  J.  James  and 
Thomas  Stewart. 

Mr.  Van  Dresser  is  well  known  socially 
in  Franklin,  holding  membership  in  the  Frank- 
lin Club  and  the  Elks  Club  there,  and  his  per- 
sonal standing  reflects  very  creditably  upon 
the  character  of  all  his  relations  in  life.  He  was 
married  in  February,  1914,  to  Minnie  O'Kane, 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John 
O'Kane.    They  have  no  children. 

EUGENE  M.  CROUCH  needs  no  better 
recommendation  as  a  master  builder  than  the 
examples  of  his  work  afford.  A  resident  of  Oil 
City  for  the  last  twenty-four  years,  he  had  even 
before  his  removal  here  made  a  name  which  as- 
sured success,  and  besides  having  many  of  the 
finest  local  structures  to  his  credit  he  has  ex- 
tended his  operations  to  other  places  in  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania.  With  high  standards 
of  integrity  regarding  his  responsibility  to- 
ward patrons,  and  equally  elevated  ideals  con- 
cerning the  quality  of  his  work,  Mr.  Crouch 
has  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  giving  unquali- 
fied satisfaction.  Having  a  builder  of  his  cali- 
bre in  the  community.  Oil  City  has  not  found 
it  necessary  to  seek  elsewhere  for  constructive 
talent,  and  the  substantial  character  of  his 
work,  combining  beauty  with  adaptability  to 
purpose,  has  had  perceptible  influence  in  the 
material  development  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Crouch  comes  from  Warren  county,  Pa., 
where  he  was  born  Feb.  8,  1863,  son  of  George 
M.  and  Drusilla  Crouch.  His  ancestors  in 
the  paternal  line,  of  English  origin,  have  been 
identified  with  mechanical  and  construction 
work  for  several  generations,  his  grandfather, 
an  Englishman  by  birth  and  a  resident  of  War- 
ren county  from  early  manhood,  having  been  a 
millwrieht  as  well  as  carpenter.  Following  his 
natural  inclination,  George  M.  Crouch,  a  na- 


tive of  Warren  county,  also  engaged  in  carpen- 
try and  was  a  contractor  in  that  county.  Some 
twenty  years  ago  he  came  to  Oil  City,  for  sev- 
eral years  after  his  arrival  here  continuing 
work  at  his  trade.  He  is  now  (191 8)  eighty- 
two  years  old,  his  wife  eighty. 

Eugene  M.  Crouch  had  such  advantages  as 
the  public  schools  afforded,  and  was  familiar 
with  work  at  the  bench  from  his  earliest  years, 
becoming  an  expert  workman.  He  was  only  a 
young  man  when  he  undertook  contracting  on 
his  own  account,  being  established  for  several 
years  at  Titusville,  during  which  period  he  was 
awarded  a  number  of  contracts  in  Oil  City, 
where  he  erected  several  residences  before  his 
removal  to  the  city  in  1894,  because  of  the  in- 
creasing demand  for  his  services  here.  His 
reliability  and  skill  had  won  prompt  rec- 
ognition, among  the  most  discriminating  ele- 
ment in  the  community,  by  whom  his  work 
is  not  only  appreciated  individually  but  as 
well  for  its  value  in  the  improvement  of  the 
city  generally.  The  percentage  of  important 
structures  here  erected  by  him  indicates  that 
in  the  judgment  of  his  townsmen  his  talent 
compares  favorably  with  the  best  to  be  had. 
Besides  putting  up  many  of  the  best  residences 
in  the  city,  he  had  the  contract  for  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  (costing  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars),  the  Odd  Fellows  building 
and  the  Petroleum  Telephone  Company  build- 
ings, the  latter  a  model  embodiment  of  modern 
architectural  ideas,  carried  out  with  the  craft 
and  care  possible  only  to  a  workman  of  artis- 
tic instincts  and  consummate  skill.  Of  large 
outside  contracts  completed  by  Mr.  Crouch 
within  recent  years,  we  may  mention  the  new 
power  house  at  Titusville,  a  forty  thousand 
dollar  structure,  and  the  Mattem  block  in 
Franklin,  both  of  which  are  typical  of  the  class 
of  work  for  which  he  has  justly  become  fa- 
mous. Mr.  Crouch's  contracts  usually  include 
all  of  the  operations  involved  in  the  erection  of 
a  building,  from  the  excavating  and  masonry 
to  the  painting  and  decorating.  He  prefers 
to  begin  with  the  barren  ground  and  turn  a 
building  over  ready  for  occupancy,  taking 
real  delight  in  the  evolution  of  a  fine  struc- 
ture adequately  appointed  for  the  purpose  it 
is  to  serve.  The  progress  which  he  has  made 
is  sufficient  to  show  his  interest  in  the  true 
end  of  architecture  and  his  earnestness  in 
seeking  the  best  means  of  attaining  it,  and  he 
has  devoted  considerable  time  to  study  in  his 
line  as  well  as  to  the  practical  application  of 
his  knowledge.  H.,  does  not  lay  claim  to  any 
acquirements  as  a  draftsman,  leaving  that  part 
of  the  business  to  rrcfessionals.  though   he 
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lacks  little  of  their  culture  and  is  not  behind 
the  average  architect  in  proficiency.  He  has 
also  made  a  direct  study  of  notable  buildings 
in  various  cities  which  has  yielded  him  many 
practical  ideas  for  his  own  work.  The  num- 
ber of  men  in  his  employ  varies  with  the  sea- 
sons, but  no  matter  how  much  work  he  has 
under  way  he  gives  each  contract  as  close  per- 
sonal attention  as  if  it  were  the  only  one  he 
had  to  look  out  for,  appreciating  the  view- 
point of  the  patron,  to  whom  it  is  the  only  one 
of  importance.  In  fact,  it  is  a  common  saying 
among  those  who  know  his  habits  that  Mr. 
Crouch  is  **always  on  the  job."  He  has  had 
the  keen  satisfaction  of  finding  his  greatest 
enjoyment  in  his  chosen  work,  a  pleasure 
which  none  but  the  true  artist  attains,  in  en- 
deavoring to  excel  in  his  own  field.  His  at- 
tention has  been  little  distracted  by  other  al- 
lurements of  either  business  or  recreation.  His 
leisure  hours  are  fully  occupied  by  his  house- 
hold and  his  books,  of  which  he  has  made  in- 
telligent use. 

Mr.  Crouch  was  married  at  Jamestown, 
X.  Y.,  to  Pearl  E.  Ruggles,  of  Riceville,  Pa., 
and  their  home  is  at  No.  104  Innes  street,  Oil 
City.  They  have  two  children,  Mildred  and 
Alan,  the  latter  still  in  school.  All  the  family 
attend  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 

Miss  Mildred  Crouch  is  an  artist  of  con- 
ceded ability,  her  work  in  oil  and  water  col- 
ors having  gained  favorable  notice  in  various 
exhibitions,  winning  especial  praise  for  accu- 
racy of  drawing  and  delicacy  of  coloring.  She 
pursued  her  art  studies  in  the  Philadelphia 
School  of  Design  for  Women  and  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Academy  of  Fine  Arts  at  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  former  institution  taking  special 
courses  in  post-graduate  work.  Miss  Crouch 
has  shown  a  sincere  interest  in  tiic  broader 
ohiect*!  of  her  profession,  the  cultivation  of 
taste  in  matters  of  art  and  esthetics,  and  has 
been  notably  successful  as  a  teacher  of 
art,  having  had  a  number  of  private  pupils 
who  have  made  excellent  progress  under  her 
direction. 

JOHN  FOX  MEANS,  manager  of  the  Em- 
pire Oil  Works  at  Oil  City,  has  reached  that 
important  position  on  his  own  merits.  Mr. 
Means  was  born  Dec.  18,  1875,  at  Towanda, 
Bradford  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  John  W.  and  Marie 
(Eilenberger)  Means,  his  father  also  a  native 
of  Towanda,  of  Irish  descent,  and  his  mother 
bom  at  Easton,  this  State,  of  Holland-Dutch 
ancestry. 

After  receiving  an  excellent  preparatory  ed- 
ucation Mr.  Means  entered  Pennsylvania  State 


College  in  1895,  taking  a  special  course  in  me- 
chanical engineering,  and  leaving  that  institu- 
tion in  1897  ^^  ^^^  another  course,  in  archi- 
tecture, at  Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  University.  Upon 
completing  the  latter,  in  1598,  he  engaged  in 
business  as  an  architectural  draftsman  and 
was  so  occupied  until  September,  1902,  when 
his  association  with  the  Empire  Oil  Works  be- 
gan. He  started  there  in  the  humble  capacity 
of  roustabout,  but  his  intelligence  and  interest 
in  the  business  soon  won  recognition,  and  he 
w^  advanced  rapidly  until  he  attained  the 
responsible  position  of  manager,  which  he 
has  held  since  1914. 

Mr.  Means  has  identified  himself  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  community  ever  since  his 
removal  to  Oil  City,  and  he  is  well  known  in 
its  leading  social  and  fraternal  organizations, 
holding  membership  in  Petrolia  Lodge,  No. 
363,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Oil  City  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  ; 
Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  K.  T. ;  Pennsyl- 
vania Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Pitts- 
burgh; the  Wanango  Country  Club;  and  the 
National  Security  League.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Towanda  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  of  Towan- 
da, Pa.  While  in  college  he  was  affiliated  with 
the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity,  and  he  is  now 
a  member  of  the  national  organization,  with 
headquarters  in  New  York  City.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Navy  League  of  the  United  States, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

On  June  4,  1904,  Mr.  Means  was  married 
at  Oil  City  to  Gertrude  A.  Confer,  daughter 
of  Hon.  Abel  L.  Confer,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.    They  have  no  family. 

CHARLES  LUTHER  WAIT  (deceased), 
for  over  forty  years  an  oil  producer  in  Oil 
Creek  township,  was  one  of  that  band  of 
courageous,  confident  operators  who  revived 
prosperity  in  this  territory  after  its  apparent 
exhaustion  and  by  their  success  assured  its 
permanent  value  as  an  oil  producing  region. 
He  lived  on  His  original  holding  in  tne  town- 
ship until  1900,  when  he  removed  to  the  fine 
home  at  Pleasantville  which  his  widow  con- 
tinues to  occupy,  and  though  in  his  later  years 
he  gave  up  much  of  the  arduous  work  to 
which  he  had  been  accustomed  he  led  a  busy 
life  to  the  end  of  his  days,  mentally  and  phys- 
ically active  to  the  last. 

Mr  Wait  was  born  Aug.  2.  1838,  at  Belfast, 
Allegany  Co..  N.  Y.,  and  his  parents,  C.  L. 
and  Miranda  (Dorritt)  Wait,  were  natives  of 
New  York  State  and  Connecticut,  respectively. 
His  early  life  was  spent  in  Allegany  county, 
and  he  started  life  on  his  own  account  when 
a    youth    of    sixteen,    going    to    Washtenaw 
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county,  Mich.,  where  he  became  engaged  as  a 
farm  laborer.  Remaining  there  until  after  his 
marriage,  he  then  returned  to  New  York,  but 
not  long  afterward  took  employment  in  the 
Itunber  woods  of  McKean  county.  Pa.,  inci- 
dentally assisting  during  the  spring  seasons  in 
rafting  lumber  down  the  Allegheny.  It  was  in 
1869  that  he  came  to  the  Venango  county  oil 
field,  where  he  first  worked  as  a  pumper  at 
Shamburg,  but  within  the  year  he  had  secured 
a  lease  on  the  old  Atkinson  farm  in  Oil  Creek 
township  in  order  to  undertake  oil  production 
on  his  own  account.  The  land  which  he  ac- 
quired had  been  quite  productive  during  the 
earlier  oil  development,  but  at  the  time  that  it 
came  into  his  possession  had  been  practically 
abandoned.  However,  he  had  sufficient  faith 
in  its  promise  to  start  operations  anew,  and 
the  results  more  than  justified  his  judgment. 
He  began  sinking  new  wells  at  once,  and  had 
the  good  fortune  to  get  production  started  with 
his  first  ventures,  enablmg  him  to  continue  the 
work  steadily,  with  only  a  few  dry  holes 
among  the  forty  wells  drilled  during  his  own- 
ership. In  fact,  his  efforts  were  well  re- 
warded almost  from  the  outset,  and  his  suc- 
cess was  the  more  notable  because  he  obtained 
a  profitable  yield  from  territory  where  others 
had  given  up  hope  of  paying  operations.  He 
continued  to  work  this  tract  even  after  his  re- 
moval from  it  until  about  two  years  before  his 
death,  when  he  disposed  of  it.  However,  he 
could  not  content  himself  with  inactivity,  and 
he  bought  a  new  production  on  his  home  tract 
sufficiently  larjge  to  afford  him  regular  occu- 
pation. Practically  all  of  his  life  was  devoted 
to  oil  production  after  his  removal  to  Venango 
county,  though  he  took  time  for  interest  in 
matters  of  general  concern  and  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  for  some  years  in  the  capacity  of 
road  overseer.  In  fact,  he  gave  thoughtful 
attention  to  all  public  affairs,  and  was  active 
in  directing  the  business  of  the  community 
along  judicious  lines,  promoting  measures  de- 
signed for  the  benefit  of  all.  Though  of  quiet 
disposition  and  unobtrusive  nature  he  never 
shirked  any  responsibilities,  and  having  been 
blessed  with  a  strong  physical  constitution  was 
able  to  accomplish  more  than  the  average,  in 
spite  of  the  hindrance  of  a  crippled  hand  which 
would  have  discouraged  many  men,  from  un- 
dertaking such  arduous  duties  as  active  work 
in  the  oil  fields  demands.  It  is  rather  remark- 
able that  for  over  thirty  years  neither  he  nor 
his  wife  had  need  of  a  physician's  services. 
Mr.  Wait's  success  was  the  reward  of  earnest 
effort,  supplemented  by  the  cooperation  of  a 
sympathetic  wife,  whose  faithful  assistance  on 


every   occasion  was   his  greatest  encourage- 
ment. 

On  Jtdy  10,  1863,  Mr.  Wait  was  married 
in  Washtenaw  county,  Mich.,  to  Martha  Cole, 
a  native  of  Saline,  that  county,  bom  Sept.  18, 
1843,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Philena  (Munn) 
Cole,  who  had  moved  to  that  region  from  east- 
ern New  York  about  1837.  Mr.  Cole  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  his  wife  in  Massachusetts. 
He  was  a  stone  and  brick  mason  at  Saline, 
and  when  he  removed  from  there  in  1866  set- 
tled in  Calhoun  county,  Mich.,  where  he  and 
his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Mrs.  Wait  is  the  only  survivor  of  their  family 
of  six  children,  and  the  only  one  who  settled 
in  Venango  county,  Pa.  In  1900  Mr.  Wait 
bought  a  small  tract  of  land  at  the  edge  of 
the  borough  of  Pleasantville,  together  with 
the  fine  home  erected  there  some  time  previ- 
ously by  a  Mr.  Merritt,  and  here  he  resided 
until  his  death,  April  17,  191 1.  His  widow 
has  since  remained  at  this  attractive  home,  the 
fruit  of  their  united  energies,  in  the  midst  of 
a  host  of  friends  whose  esteem  she  shared 
with  her  devoted  husband.  Though  not  mem- 
bers, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wait  were  always  active 
supporters  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  their  co- 
operation in  its  enterprises  was  appreciated 
by  the  congregation.  They  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  they  reared  Wesley  Steward, 
son  of  Mr.  Wait's  sister,  from  the  time  he 
was  seven  years  old.  He  is  now  an  employe 
of  the  Erie  Forge  Company,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  re- 
siding with  his  family  at  Wesleyville,  a  suburb 
of  Erie.  Mr.  Steward  married  Blanche  Van 
Alstine,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons:  Charles  Luther,  Cleo 
Nelson  and  Floyd  Wayne. 

PETER  BANKSON,  who  now  lives  re- 
tired in  Oil  City,  was  active  for  many  years 
in  oil  and  agricultural  operations  in  Corn- 
planter  township,  Venango  county,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  acquired  valuable  holdings 
of  land  and  oil  leases,  much  of  which  he  still 
retains.  Mr.  Bankson  is  one  of  the  goodly 
number  who  came  to  this  country  from  the 
Old  World  to  seek  opportunities  for  their 
ambition  and  found  them.  His  standing  and 
possessions  have  been  gained  by  the  most  hon- 
orable efforts,  and  he  may  be  called  a  self- 
made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term. 

Bom  Sept.  17,  1843,  at  Halmstad,  Sweden, 
Mr.  Bankson  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  Bankson, 
a  farmer,  who  lived  and  died  in  that  country. 
As  a  youth  he  attended  the  public  schools,  later 
working  at  farming,  and  when  twenty-one 
years  old  entered  the  army  according  to  gov- 
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ernment  regulations,  spending  a  couple  of 
years  in  the  military  service.  During  the  last 
four  years  of  his  residence  in  Sweden  he  was 
employed  as  sawyer  for  a  large  lumber  com- 
pany. Arriving  in  America  early  in  1869,  he 
came  to  Wilcox,  Elk  Co.,  Pa.,  April  27th  of 
that  year,  and  was  engaged  as  sawyer  by  the 
Wilcox  Limiber  Company  until  1870.  During 
the  next  two  years  he  was  a  pumper  at  Rouse- 
ville,  Venango  county,  for  Captain  Bowen,  but 
soon  bought  some  oil  wells  near  Rouseville 
and  started  production  on  his  own  account.  In 
1876  he  went  to  Warren  county,  tKis  State, 
where  he  put  down  several  wells,  remaining 
there  about  two  years,  after  which  he  began 
drilling  on  the  McClintock  farm  at  Rouseville, 
where  he  was  occupied  until  1880.  By  this 
time  he  had  prospered  so  that  he  felt  himself 
in  a  position  to  buy  the  Blood  farm  from  Dr. 
Cooper,  of  Oil  City,  the  property  at  that  time 
comprising  248  1-3  acres,  upon  which  he  con- 
ducted extensive  oil  operations,  drilling  aho- 
gether  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  wells  there. 
His  fortunes  improved  steadilv,  and  he  ac- 
quired the  historical  old  Tarr  farm  adjoining 
to  the  north,  where  he  has  also  produced  oil 
in  large  quantities.  Adjoining  both  these  tracts 
he  has  a  thirty-five-acre  lease.  In  addition  to 
carrying  on  the  production  of  oil  on  a  large 
scale  Mr.  Bankson  completed  the  work  of 
clearing  his  first  purchase  and  engaged  in 
farming  there,  improving  the  property  from 
an  agricultural  standpoint  with  a  notable  in- 
crease in  value.  Mr.  Bankson  was  a  perse- 
vering and  energetic  worker  throughout  his 
active  years,  and  reaped  ample  rewards  for  his 
application  and  intelligent  devotion  to  his  en- 
terprises. His  only  venture  of  any  conse- 
quence that  did  not  return  well  was  an  in- 
vestment near  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  leased 
six  hundred  acres  of  oil  land  and  organized  a 
company  for  its  development,  which  did  not 
come  up  to  the  promise.  With  all  his  business 
cares  he  found  time  for  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship and  public-spirited  service  to  his  town- 
ship, which  he  served  for  nine  years  as  school 
director  and  also  in  the  capacity  of  road  com- 
missioner, taking  a  prominent  part  in  local  af- 
fairs during  his  official  terms.  He  remained 
on  his  farm  until  iQio,  since  when  he  has  made 
his  home  in  Oil  City,  his  residence  being  at 
No.  501  East  Third  street. 

Mr.  Bankson  married  Emma  Calson,  of 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Qara,  now 
the  wife  of  Wayne  Hastings,  of  Utica,  Venan- 
go county ;  Salma,  who  lives  at  home ;  Wesley, 
who  is  in  the  oil  fields  of  California;  Rosa, 


living  at  home;  Clarence,  now  one  of  the  own- 
ers of  his  father's  farm  in  Complanter  town- 
ship; Oscar,  joint  owner  with  Clarence  of  his 
father's  farm  and  oil  business,  the  brothers 
operating  on  a  large  scale  under  the  name  of 
Bankson  Brothers;  Rudolph,  a  bookkeeper, 
of  Oil  City;  and  Waldo,  who  is  in  the  oil 
fields  in  Oklahoma.  The  family  are  associated 
with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

STEPHEN  STONE,  of  Franklin,  is  now 
spending  his  time  in  comparative  retirement, 
after  many  busy  years  devoted  principally  to 
practical  affairs.  But  though  he  has  given  up 
his  earlier  pursuits  involving  strenuous  physi- 
cal effort  he  has  not  relinquished  his  mental 
activities  in  any  degree,  and  he  still  keeps  in 
touch  with  many  interests,  with  more  or  less 
of  business  as  he  feels  inclined.  It  has  always 
been  his  nature  to  find  relaxation  in  change 
from  physical  to  mental  exertion  rather  than 
in  rest,  and  the  habits  of  reading,  studying  and 
thinking  so  developed  now  afford'  delightful 
occupation  for  his  leisure,  which  few  men  are 
so  well  fitted  to  enjoy.  His  life  has  been 
passed  mainly  in  Venango  county.  He  was 
bom  June  5,  1838,  near  Bodines  Comers  in 
French  Creek  township,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Stone. 

John  Stone  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  before 
his  removal  to  Venango  county  lived  in  Craw- 
ford county.  Pa.,  where  he  settled  in  1810. 
His  wife  was  reared  in  that  county.  There 
they  lived  until  1837,  when  they  came  to 
French  Creek  township  and  located  on  a  piece 
of  land  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  though 
the  locality  was  well  settled  up.  Mr.  Stone 
set  himself  to  the  task  of  improving  his  prop- 
erty, which  comprised  160  acres,  and  he  made 
a  good  farm  and  put  up  substantial  buildings, 
the  bam  which  he  erected  in  about  1858  still 
standing,  in  usable  condition.  He  was  indus- 
trious and  thrifty,  and  devoted  his  time  en- 
tirely to  his  home  interests,  nevertheless  he  was 
public-spirited  and  alive  to  the  general  welfare, 
supporting  the  men  he  believed  to  be  best  quali- 
fied for  office  and  upholding  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party.  During  the  war  of  1812 
he  served  with  the  Vermont  troops.  Mrs. 
Stone  died  in  1858,  Mr.  Stone  in  1864,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  thev  are  buried 
at  the  Reynolds  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  they 
were  original  members,  helping  to  build  the 
old  house  of  worship.  Their  family  consisted 
of  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely :  Lu- 
ther S..  a  shoemaker  and  merchant,  lived  in 
Clarion  county,  Pa.,  and  reached  the  age  of 
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eighty-four  years ;  James  S.  died  at  Titusville, 
Pa.,  in  1876,  aged  forty-eight  years;  John,  of 
Venango  county,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war  and  received  injuries  which  ultimately 
caused  his  death,  when  he  was  fifty-six  years 
old;  Ethan  S.,  who  served  three  years  in  the 
Civil  war,  was  a  carpenter  by  calling  and  made 
his  home  in  Venango  cotmty,  dying  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years ;  Stephen  is  the  fifth  son ; 
Sarah  married  David  Nickerson  and  died  in 
her  ninetieth  vear,  her  husband  still  surviving, 
in  his  ninety-fifth  year  (1917)  ;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Augustus  Nolf ,  and  they  died  in  Kansas ; 
Julia  died  unmarried,  in  middle  age. 

Stephen  Stone  had  common  school  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  boyhood,  and  later 
attended  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School. 
But  the  times  and  his  early  surroundings  made 
manual  skill  a  necessity,  and  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  builder,  laying  a  prac- 
tical foundation  for  the  business  whidi  was  to 
be. the  main  occupation  of  his  mature  years. 
For  seventeen  years  he  was  in  charge  of  a  gang 
of  men  engaged  in  erecting  pumping  plants  for 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  his  experience  in 
this  association  covering  various  oil  fields,  in- 
cluding Ohio,  and  then  he  turned  to  contract- 
ing on  his  own  account.  During  the  succeed- 
ing five  years  he  was  erecting  drilling  rigs  in 
the  oil  fields  of  Venango  county,  and  he  was 
himself  interested  as  an  oil  producer  for  ten 
years,  in  Butler  and  Venango  counties,  his  ac- 
tivities in  this  line  paying  handsomely.  He  is 
still  one  of  the  partners  in  the  Marvin  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  Franklin,  manufacturers 
of  oils,  greases  and  stock  food,  producing  oils 
for  automobiles  and  other  special  uses.  Mr. 
Stone  has  made  numerous  real  estate  transac- 
tions in  Franklin  during  the  last  nineteen  years, 
having  invested  heavily  in  city  properties  and 
made  great  improvements  in  his  holdings,  the 
development  of  the  neighborhood  about  Thir- 
teenth street  and  Franklin  avenue  having  been 
brought  about  principally  through  his  activi- 
ties. In  fact,  most  of  the  time  given  to  busi- 
ness in  that  period  has  been  devoted  to  this 
line,  in  which  he  has  been  as  successful  as  in 
his  earlier  ventures.  He  manages  all  his  own 
affairs,  but  of  late  ye-irs  has  been  less  aggres- 
sive in  the  matter  of  material  interests. 

Mr.  Stone's  intellectual  make-up  presents  a 
combination  of  qualities  thoroughly  modem 
in  their  trend.  With  a  mind  trained  from  his 
earliest  years  to  thought  and  study,  he  h^s  al- 
ways exhibited  the  present-day  tendency  to  put 
his  gifts  to  real  use.  It  was  this  practical  trait 
that  no  doubt  made  him  a.  success  in  business 
enterprises.    He  concentrated  as  much  on  one 


interest  as  another,  and  though  literary  and 
scientific  subjects  presented  agreeable  recrea- 
tion he  found  it  possible  to  apply  their  lessons 
to  his  work  as  well,,  and  realized  generously 
on  such  endeavors.  From  youth  he  took  great 
pleasure  in  literary  work  and  was  known  as  a 
ready  debater,  so  much  so  that  he  came  into 
great  favor  as  a  public  speaker,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  has  been  popular  for  many  years  and 
frequently  called  upon  in  local  gatherings.  He 
has  a  happy  faculty  for  saying  the  right  thing 
at  the  right  time,  and  he  is  often  requested  to 
make  presentation  and  birthday  speeches,  or 
address  reunions,  his  participation  in  such  af- 
fairs being  always  a  welcome  addition  to  the 
program.  As  a  lifelong  reader  and  student  of 
history,  philosophy,  science,  and  social  and 
political  economy,  Mr.  Stone  has  a  grasp  of 
public  questions  and  their  import  which  makes 
his  opinions  worth  listening  to,  and  his  associ- 
ates have  always  enjoyed  his  discussions, 
which  cover  a  wide  range  of  thought.  He  has 
taken  part  in  several  notable  debates  on  relig- 
ious topics.  He  has  been  fortunately  endowed 
with  breadth  of  temperament,  finding  pleasure 
in  many  things,  outdoor  life  and  nature  taking 
equal  rank  with  his  books.  He  has  a  fine  sum- 
mer home  in  French  Creek  township,  some  six 
miles  west  of  Franklin,  in  a  beautiful  location 
overlooking  the  French  creek  valley,  where 
he  has  plenty  of  opportunity  to  indulge  his 
taste  for  outdoor  life  and  sports.  He  enjoys 
the  trout  which  he  finds  in  the  streams,  the 
birds,  and  occasional  hunting  excursions  in  his 
hours  of  release  from  practical  care. 

On  April  I,  1866,  Mr.  Stone  married  Mary 
E.  Crocker,  who  died  in  1908.  Of  the  chil- 
dren bom  to  this  union,  Mrs.  J.  L.  McKinley 
is  the  eldest;  Georgia  Delphine  graduated  in 
medicine  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Dr.  John  Wade,  and  with  her  husband  is  at 
present  engaged  in  Red  Cross  relief  work  at 
DesMoines,  Iowa;  Harry  Stephen  Stone, 
M.  D.,  is  practicing  medicine  at  Franklin ;  Lil- 
lian is  the  wife  of  Percival  Brigham,  a  mer- 
chant, of  Oconto,  Nebraska. 

HON.  JOHN  H.  McKINNEY,  at  present 
representing  Venango  county  in  the  State 
legislature,  has  been  practicing  law  in  Franklin 
for  several  years,  and  though  only  at  the  be- 
ginning of  his  career  has  some  signal  suc- 
cesses at  the  bar  to  his  credit.  Though  one 
of  the  younger  members  of  the  Assembly  he 
has  won  recognition  for  conscientious  and 
capable  work  which  makes  him  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  evidences 
substantial  character.    Mr.  McKinney  has  had 
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a  very  good  precedent  to  follow  in  public  serv- 
ice, his  father  having  been  one  of  the  most 
trusted  officials  of  Venango  county,  where  he 
has  been  holding  office  practically  without  in- 
terruption for  some  sixty  years. 

The  McKinneys  have  been  in  Venango 
county  for  the  better  part  of  a  century.  Their 
first  ancestor  in  America,  the  great-grand- 
father of  John  H.  McKinney,  came  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  settled  in  Chester  county. 
Pa.,  where  he  reared  his  family.  He  served 
on  the  American  side  in  the  Revolution.  His 
son,  Samuel  McKinney,  was  bom  in  Chester 
county  Oct.  31,  1786,  and  when  the  war  of 
181 2  broke  out  was  living  in  Center  county. 
Pa.  He  volunteered  for  service  in  that  con- 
flict, enlisting  first  in  the  infantry,  later  in  the 
navy,  and  in  the  latter  took  so  conspicuous  a 
part  in  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie  that  he 
was  awarded*,  a  silver  medal  by  the  legislature 
in  1819  (while  a  resident  of  the  Nittany  Val- 
ley in  Center  county,  where  he  farmed  and 
operated  a  fulling  mill),  for  gallantry,  this 
medal  being  still  preserved  in  the  family,  to- 
gether with  the  letter  from  Governor  Findlay 
which  accompanied  it,  and  of  which  we  give 
a  copy: 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    PENNSYLVANIA 
Harrisburg,  Nov.  19th,  1819. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  this  Commonwealth,  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  convejang  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  government 
for  the  noble  and  gallant  manner  in  which  you  vol- 
unteered on  board  the  American  squadron  on  Lake 
Erie,  under  the  command  of  the  illustrious  Perry, 
and  also  of  presenting  to  you  a  silver  medal  of  fine 
workmanship,  in  compliment  of  your  patriotism  and 
bravery  in  the  celebrated  victory  over  a  superior 
British  force  on  the  loth  of  September,  1813.  And 
I  take  this  occasion  to  add  the  testimony  of  my 
sincere  accordance  with  the  patriotic  and  grateful 
sentiments  of  the  Legislature  toward  you,  as  one  of 
the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  who  distinguished  them- 
selves in  that  memorable  conflict. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

Wm.  Findlay. 
To  Samuel  McKinney,  of  the  County  of  Centre. 

On  his  return  home  from  service  Samuel 
McKinney  passed  through  Venango  county, 
Pa.,  and  was  so  well  impressed  with  this  sec- 
tion that  he  brought  his  family  here  in  1832- 
33,  securing  two  hundred  acres  of  land  near 
Salem  City,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  almost  eighty-five 
years,  dying  Sept.  20,  1871.  He  was  survived 
by  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel 
McKinney,  and  who  came  from  Sunbury,  Pa. 
They  were  married  in  Center  county  May  23, 
1816,  and  twelve  children  were  bom  to  them: 
Rebecca,  deceased;  John,  who  settled  in  Ne- 


braska; Isaac,  deceased;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Joseph  Chambers,  of  Rockland  township, 
Venango  county;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Dr.  Edwin 
Oppelt,  of  Loogootee,  Ind.;  Louisa,  wife  of 
Benjamin  McGee,  who  survived  her ;  Macada ; 
Samuel  H. ;  Charles  B.,  of  Bradford ;  Alvina ; 
Imelda,  Mrs.  Andrew  Gates,  of  Emlenton; 
and  Henry,  deceased. 

Samuel    H.    McKinney,    son    of    Samuel, 
above,  was  bom  Nov.  2,  1834,  at  the  place 
where   his   father   had   settled   in   Cranberry 
township,  Venango  county,  and  was  reared  on 
a  farm.    His  education  was  begun  in  the  dis- 
trict  schools   of   the   township,   and  he   had 
better  advantages  than  the  average  farmer's 
son  in  those  days,  being  sent  to  the  Franklin 
Academy  and  the  select  schools  of  Pleasant- 
ville,  this  county,  acquiring  a  very  good  aca- 
demic training.     Then  he  taught  school  for 
several  terms,   in   different   districts   of   thte 
county.    His  public  services  began  early,  for 
he  was  a  candidate  for  the  c^ce  of  township 
clerk  at  the  first  election  at  which  he  was  en- 
titled to  cast  a  ballot  and  was  elected  by   a 
nice   majority,   and    from   that   time   to   the 
present  he  has  hardly  been  out  of  office.    His 
political  affiliation  has  always  been  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  has  had  many  sup- 
porters in  those  of  other  persuasions,  his  pop- 
ularity being  evidenced  on  many  occasions. 
When  first  a  candidate  for  commissioner  of 
Venango  county,  in  1887,  he  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  999,  the  largest  received  by  a 
candidate  for  any  office  in  Venango  county 
up  to  that  time,  and  he  received  all  but  three 
of  the  votes  cast  in  his  own  precinct ;  his  sup- 
porters did  not  change  their  opinion  of  him 
during  his  term,  for  he  was  reelected  in  1890. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  a  school 
director  of  Cranberry  township.    Mr.  McKin- 
ney lived  on  the  old  homestead  until  the  spring 
of  1868,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  home, 
a  fine  farm  of  about  180  acres  at  Hredinsburg, 
in  Cranberry  township,  which  is  one  of  the 
best  oil  producers  in  Venango  county.    When 
public  affairs  no  longer  demanded  the  greater 
share  of  his  time  and  attention  he  became  in- 
terested in  oil,  and  is  now  a  large  producer, 
owning  several   properties   in   Venango   and 
Butler  counties.    He  has  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  most  substantial  and  progres- 
sive citizens   of   Venango   county,   and   con- 
tinues to  take  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church. 

On  May  23,  1863,  Mr.  McKinney  married 
Rebecca  Ann  Borland,  daughter  of  J.  H.  Bor- 
land, an  old-time  resident  of  Cranberry  town- 
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ship.  Fifteen  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union,  namely:  Annetta  E.,  now  the  wife  of 
J.  L.  McCandless ;  Charles  H^ ;  Louisa  J.,  wife 
of  F.  J.  Montgomery;  Ermina  B.,  wife  of  J. 
Louis  McCandless;  Frances  Ida,  wife  of  Rev. 
P.  J.  Slonaker;  R.  Stella,  wife  of  D.  L.  Baird; 
Margaret  A.,  wife  of  P.  L.  McCrea;  Sara 
B.,  wife  of  G.  H.  Smith;  Andrew  G. ;  Lottie 
A.,  wife  of  H.  W.  Master;  Nellie  May,  wife 
of  J.  O.  Snyder ;  Ralph  G. ;  Mary  G.,  wife  of 
M.  M.  Snyder;  Edna  Grace;  and  John  H. 

John  H.  McKinney  was  bom  April  13, 
1887,  ^"  Cranberry  township,  Venango  county, 
where  he  was  reared,  in  his  boyhood  attending 
the  local  public  schools.  Later  he  entered 
Meadville  College,  graduating  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1909,  after  which  he  took  a  course 
at  Dickinson  Law  School,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  grad- 
uating in  191 2.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Venango  county  the  same  year,  and  has 
been  in  practice  at  Franklin  since,  command- 
ing a  very  gratifying  patronage.  In  the  fall 
of  191 6  he  was  honored  with  election  to  the 
State  legislature,  where  he  has  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity to  guard  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents faithfully.  Mr.  McKinney  is  unmarried 
and  makes  his  home  with  his  parents.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Franklin  Club,  and  frater- 
nally affiliates  with  the  Elks  and  Odd  Fellows. 

GUS  R.  MORAN,  a  prominent  resident  of 
Oil  City,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  that  place,  being  a  grandson  of 
Thomas  Moran,  for  a  number  of  years  pro- 
prietor of  the  **Moran  House,"  in  its  day  the 
popular  resort  of  river  men. 

Thomas  Moran  was  bom  in  181 5  in  County 
Westmeath,  Ireland,  and  though  his  father 
was  a  farmer  learned  the  trade  of  dyer.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1832,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  for  a  few  years  after  his  ar- 
rival, but  eventually  became  a  merchant  at 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  where  he  had  located.  Later 
he  carried  on  a  mercantile  business  in  New 
Orleans,  but  returned  to  Paterson,  and  in  1842 
removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life.  For  a  few  years  he  lived  on 
a  farm  near  Titusville,  in  1845  moving  down 
the  Allegheny  and  making  a  settlement  at  what 
became  known  as  Moran  eddy,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and 
put  up  the  first  building  in  what  is  now  the 
Third  ward  of  Oil  City,  at  the  foot  of  Main 
street.  In  the  early  days  he  followed  lumber- 
ing for  a  time,  rafting  down  the  Allegheny  and 
walking  back  to  Oil  City  from  Pittsburgh  over 
the  Indian  trails  still  in  use,  but  his  latter 
years  were  devoted  to   his  hotel,   where   he 


died  Oct.  16,  1857.     When  he  came  to  the 
site  of  Oil  City  it  was  practically  a  wilderness, 

{)rincipally  valuable  because  of  its  favorable 
ocation  on  the  river.  Mr.  Moran  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and 
noted  for  his  prajctical  Christianity,  whidi 
manifested  itself  in  many  deeds  of  kindness 
and  charity.  On  Jime  9,  1838,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  to  Catharine  Mc- 
Gee,  who  was  bom  in  1817  in  New  York  City 
and  survived  her  husband  many  years,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Of  the 
eight  children  bom  to  this  marriage  four  g^ew 
to  maturity,  namely :  Thomas  J.,  mentioned  be- 
low; Daniel  O.,  born  Oct.  29,  1844,  now  the 
only  survivor  of  the  family;  John  F.,  born 
April  23,  1850;  and  Anna,  who  died  in  1863 
aged  twenty-one  years. 

Thomas  J.  Moran,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Catharine  (McGee)  Moran,  was  born  March 
12,  1839,  at  Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  grew  up  at 
what  is  now  Oil  City,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  local  public  schools.  In  boyhood  he 
worked  on  his  father's  farm,  helping  with  the 
work  at  home  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
and  continuing  to  follow  farming  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  afterward.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  to  venture  into  oil  production,  which 
business  he  followed  from  i860,  meeting  with 
substantial  success.  Mr.  Moran  took  an  in- 
fluential part  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  at  Oil  City,  with  which  he  was  officially 
associated  in  several  capacities.  When  the 
post  office  was  known  as  Cornplanter  he  served 
for  a  time  as  assistant  postmaster.  He  was 
one  of  the  poor  overseers,  school  comptroller, 
city  councilman  and  street  commissioner,  be- 
ing elected  to  the  latter  office  in  1889.  His 
death  occurred  Sept.  15,  1891,  and  he  is  buried 
with  his  wife  in  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  cemetery 
at  Oil  City.  Mr.  Moran  married  Anna  Fen- 
ton,  a  native  of  Limerick,  Ireland,  who  passed 
away  when  sixty-five  years  old.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  Mary,  Frances, 
Agnes  and  Gus  R.,  all  unmarried  and  living  at 
the  old  home  in  Oil  City. 

Gus  R.  Moran  was  born  in  Oil  City  Dec. 
28,  1877,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  St.  Joseph's  parochial  school.  He 
began  the  practical  experiences  of  life  as  ap- 
prentice to  the  machinist's  trade  in  the  shops 
of  the  National  Transit  Company,  under 
Superintendent  John  S.  Klein,  finishing  his 
training  in  that  establishment  and  subsequently 
working:  there  for  several  years  as  a  joumey- 
man.  He  attained  a  high  reputation  for  effi- 
ciency and  had  every  prospect  of  success  in 
that  line,  but  the  oil  industry  held  irresistible 
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attractions  for  him  and  he  eventually  turned 
to  it,  having  extensive  interests  at  present.  As 
a  producer  he  has  valuable  holdings  in  Venan- 
go county  and  other  fields,  and  he  is  a  director 
of  the  Crude  Oil  Company,  of  near  Weston, 
W.  Va.  In  Oil  City  he  is  regarded  as  a 
worthy  member  of  a  family  long  held  in  the 
highest  respect. 

Mr.  Moran  has  ntunerous  social  connec- 
tions in  Oil  City,  belonging  to  the  Venango, 
Wanango  and  Ivy  Clubs,  to 'the  National  Se- 
curity League,  C)il  City  Council,  Knights  of 
Columbus,  and  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B. 
P.  O.  Elks.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Venango 
Club.  In  religion  he  is  a  Catholic,  a  member 
of  St.  Stephen's  Church,  and  he  gives  his  po- 
litical support  to  the  Democratic  party. 

JOHN  S.  WRIGHT,  of  Jackson  township, 
had  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  depend- 
able citizens  of  his  community  during  the 
thirty  years  and  more  of  his  residence  there, 
commanding  the  unqualified  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens  by  his  sterling  character  and 
gaining  their  confidence  by  his  competence  in 
all  the  responsibilities  which  have  been  placed 
upon  him.  A  mere  record  of  his  activities 
indicates  that  he  possesses  physical  energy 
and  mental  ability  beyond  the  ordinary,  and 
the  nature  of  his  interests  shows  that  his  exer- 
tions have  not  been  directed  entirely  to  the 
advancement  of  his  own  material  welfare.  He 
has  led  a  well  rounded  life,  having  a  breadth  of 
mind  and  vision  which  enables  him  to  enjoy 
participation  in  many  things,  particularly  those 
beneficial  to  the  many. 

Mr.  Wright  was  born  March  12,  1855,  at 
Vinton,  Iowa,  in  which  State  his  parents  were 
early  settlers.  They  were  natives  of  England, 
the  father.  Rev.  John  Wright,  bom  in  Not- 
tinghamshire, the  mother,  Mary  Ann  (Wild), 
at  Holden,  and  were  married  in  Indiana. 
When  they  settled  in  Iowa  their  nearest  neigh- 
bors were  two  miles  distant,  but  they  were 
ambitious  and  industrious  and  willing  to  make 
their  way  in  the  face  of  hardships,  looking 
only  for  the  opportunity.  In  1867  they  came 
East,  locating  at  Diamond,  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
whither  they  had  been  attracted  by  the  oil 
finds,  and  Mr.  Wright  did  very  well  for  a 
time  as  an  oil  producer  at  Petroleum  Center, 
this  county.  By  occitpation  he  was  a  sawyer, 
and  he  subsequently  operated  a  sawmill  at 
Diamond,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life, 
dying  on  a  farm  there  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  Mr.  Wright  became  well  known 
all  over  Venango  county  through  his  activities 
as  a  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 


of  which  he  was  a  minister,  receiving  ordina- 
tion in  the  United  States.  He  began  preach- 
ing even  before  he  was  of  age,  and  even  in 
his  advanced  years  continued  to  serve  as  a 
local  preacher,  supplying  many  pulpits.  His 
wife  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  wham 
reached  maturity,  ten  still  surviving  at  this 
writing  (1918).  Four. of  this  family  reside 
in  Venango  county,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, the  sons  being:  William,  of  Franklin,  en- 
gaged in  mechanical  work;  Albert,  of  Rouse- 
ville ;  and  John  S. 

John  S.  Wright  was  a  boy  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  \'enango  county  in  1867. 
He  had  public  school  advantages  during  his 
early  years,  and  when  a  youth  worked  with  his 
father  in  the  sawmill  at  Diamond,  where  he 
was  employed  until  removing  to  his  present 
home  in  1884.  The  tract  of  140  acres  was  then 
in  the  woods,  lying  in  the  Lake  creek  valley 
two  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  Coopers- 
town,  and  though  favorably  situated  had  not 
been  improved,  its  present  condition  being  due 
entirely  to  Mr.  Wright's  exertions.  Now  he 
has  eighty  acres  cleared,  with  substantial  build- 
ings, and  is  profitably  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. For  two  years  he  operated  a  sawmill  on 
the  place,  and  in  1901  he  became  interested  in 
oil  production  on  the  Hindman  farm,  one  mile 
distant,  buying  a  share  in  a  lease,  but  the  work 
was  abandoned  after  several  dry  holes  were 
struck.  Besides  the  work  he  has  put  on  his 
own  land,  Mr.  Wright  has  helped  to  improve 
the  community  from  an  agricultural  stand- 
point by  his  activity  in  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry, being  worthy  master  of  the  Sugar 
Creek  Grange  and  lecturer  in  the  Pomona 
Grange.  In  fact,  he  has  been  associated  with 
practically  all  of  the  progressive  movements 
in  the  township  and  county,  and  he  has  partici- 
pated in  politics  as  the  best  means  of  obtain- 
ing good  measures.  He  has  long  supported  the 
principles  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  has 
twice  been  a  candidate  for  the  State  l^slature 
on  its  ticket,  running  in  1904  and  1914,  dur- 
ing both  years  making  a  vigorous  campaign 
all  over  the  county;  on  the  first  occasion  he 
spoke  at  thirty-eight  different  places  in  the 
county,  and  polled  the  largest  vote  received  by 
any  candidate  on  his  ticket.  In  1910  he  can- 
vassed the  county  as  Prohibition  candidate  for 
jury  commissioner  and  was  elected  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  In  191 7  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  campaign  of  Mr.  Bechlin,  Con- 
gressional candidate — ^the  only  member  of 
Congress  to  be  elected  that  year.  Mr.  Wright 
has  been  no  less  active  in  securing  good  gov- 
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eminent  for  his  township,  and  has  himself 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  tax  col- 
lector, still  holding  the  latter  office.  During 
his  twenty  years  of  service  as  justice  of  the 
peace  he  used  his  influence  so  effectively  to 
persuade  litigants  to  settle  their  cases  out  of 
court  that  only  one  case  actually  came  to  trial 
before  him. 

Mr.  Wright  has  a  good  library  and  has  al- 
ways enjoyed  reading,  particularly  ancient 
history  and  the  Scriptures,  and  he  has  the 
reputation  of  bffing  the  best  Bible  student  in 
his  Conference.  During  his  young  manhood 
he  took  a  four  years'  course  preparatory  to 
entering  the  U.  B.  ministry,  but  would  not 
accept  ordination  when  ready  for  it,  though 
he  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  zealous 
workers  in  that  denomination  in  his  neighbor- 
hood. For  seventeen  years  he  has  been  teacher 
of  the  Young  Folks'  Bible  class  in  the  local 
church,  and  he  has  committed  the  normal 
course  to  memory.  His  wife  is  also  active  in 
both  church  and  Sunday  school.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at  Coopers- 
town,  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  that  body, 
and  has  been  representative  to  the  grand  lodge. 

When  twenty-four  years  old  Mr.  Wright 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Emma  Good- 
win, of  Diamond,  Venango  county,  then  twen- 
ty years  of  age.  They  are  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Edith,  now  the  wife  of  Walter  Cub- 
bon,  of  Oil  City;  Frank,  who  is  on  a  farm  in 
Plimi  township,  this  county ;  Lee,  who  is  pay- 
ing teller  with  the  Franklin  Trust  Company; 
Sylvia,  wife  of  Gleen  Collins,  of  Bradleytown, 
this  county ;  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Lee  Hines,  living 
at  home. 

LYMAN  D.  RHOADES.  of  Oil  City,  has 
been  associated  with  the  oil  business  in  this 
section  for  considerably  more  than  fifty  years, 
having  settled  in  the  oil  country  in  1861,  from 
which  year  his  connection  with  its  leading  in- 
dustry dates.  Mr.  Rhoades  is  a  native  of  Con- 
neaut  Lake,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  bom  in  June, 
1846,  son  of  Samuel  Rhoades  and  grandson 
of  Samuel  Rhoades,  the  first  representative  of 
the  family  in  Venango  county,  Pa.  His  great- 
grandfather came  from  Rhode  Island. 

Samuel  Rhoades,  grandfather  of  Lyman  D. 
Rhoades,  came  to  this  region  from  Livings- 
ton county,  N.  Y.,  under  government  appoint- 
ment as  Indian  agent  for  the  Complanter  tribe. 
He  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty- 
six  years  old,  at  Polk.  His  grave  is  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Franklin.  Mr.  Rhoades  acquired 
Taluable   interests  of   his  own   here,    making 


his  home  at  Waterloo  (now  Polk)  and  own- 
ing a  big  tract  of  land  where  the  Polk  Insti- 
tution is  now  situated.  He  had  part  of  it 
under  cultivation.  His  religious  connection 
was  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Democratic 
party.  By  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Holeman,  Mr.  Rhoades  had  five  children, 
namely:  Charles;  Samuel;  Rebecca,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  William  Collins;  Nancy,  wife  of 
John  Bums;  and  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Car- 
roll. To  his  second  marriage  was  bom  one 
daughter,  Ruth,  who  married  George  B.  Mc- 
Clelland, a  captain  in  the  Civil  war,  and  (sec- 
ond) a  Mr.  Humphrey. 

Samuel  Rhoades,  father  of  Lyman  D. 
Rhoades,  was  bom  in  the  Genesee  valley  in 
Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  July  8, 
i860,  in  the  **Girard  House,"  Third  and 
Smithfield  streets,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  He  is 
buried  at  Kittanning,  iPa.  In  his  active  and 
varied  life  he  did  some  important  contract  work 
in  several  parts  of  the  countr)%  being  so  en- 
gaged during  the  better  part  of  his  business 
career.  One  of  his  first  undertakings  in  that 
line  was  the  construction  of  a  mile  of  the  Belle- 
fonte  and  Erie  pike.  Conneaut  Lake  was  de- 
veloped from  a  swamp  as  a  feeder  to  the  Erie 
extension  canal  by  him ;  in  1852  he  built  a  part 
of  the  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  railroad  (origi- 
nally the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  road) ;  he  built 
part  of  the  old  Allegheny  Valley  railroad  (now 
included  in  the  Pennsylvania  system)  ;  a  bridge 
across  the  Allegheny  at  Kittanning ;  and  from 
there  went  South  to  lay  part  of  the  Iron  Moun- 
tain railroad  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  His 
next  work  was  in  Mississippi,  where  he  con- 
structed the  levee  at  Carmacks  steamboat  land- 
ing in  Issaquena  county,  and  where  he  was 
attacked  by  the  illness  which  caused  his  death. 
He  employed  many  men  and  managed  his  ex- 
tensive business  interests  most  successfully. 
Like  the  family  generally,  Mr.  Rhoades  was 
associated  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
he  was  a  Republican  in  political  sentiment. 

To  his  marriage  with  Margaret  Cannon  were 
bom  five  children:  Samuel  A.,  who  married 
a  Bowman,  died  at  White  River,  S.  Dak. ; 
John  C.  died  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  when  sev- 
enty years  old ;  Lyman  D.  is  mentioned  below ; 
Hortensia  J.  married  A.  F.  McCray,  of  Cald- 
well county.  Mo.;  Anna  Murrell.  widow  of 
James  Webber,  lives  in  Kansas  City.  Mo.  The 
mother  of  this  family  was  a  native  of  Col- 
umbiana county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  John  Can- 
non, who  built  the  first  flouring  mill  in  that 
region,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  family 
for  whom  Canonsburg,  Pa.,  was  named.    Mrs. 
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Rhoades  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery. 
Oil  City. 

Lyman  D.  Rhoades  acquired  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  New  Brighton,  Beaver  Co., 
Pa.,  Kittanning,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
Curry  Seminary  at  New  Brighton,  which  in- 
stitution has  since  been  removed  to  Pittsburgh. 
After  his  father's  death  he  began  work,  in 
i860,  in  the  lumber  woods  in  Jefferson  coimty. 
Pa.,  hauling  square  timber  to  a  place  on  the 
Clarion  river  then  known  as  Armstrong's 
Dam,  now  Clarendon,  during  the  winter.  He 
arrived  in  the  oil  country  April  9,  1861,  and 
made  his  first  trip  to  Oil  City  the  latter  part 
of  that  month,  finding  a  permanent  position  in 
July.  For  ten  years  he  was  engaged  in  boat- 
ing and  teaming  oil,  and  he  gained  thorough 
familiarity  with  the  diflferent  branches  of  the 
business  as  carried  on  in  the  vicinity,  though 
he  has  always  been  principally  identified  with 
production,  in  which  he  is  still  interested.  He 
has  also  acquired  holdings  in  other  territories, 
but  his  operations  as  a  producer  have  all  been 
within  three  miles  of  Oil  City.  Formerly  he 
was  a  member  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Ridge  View  Sand  Company,  producers  of  oil 
and  sand,  who  maintained  an  office  in  the  Levi 
block  in  Oil  City.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  Republican 
in  political  association,  but  has  never  been 
active  in  any  circles  outside  of  business,  though 
he  has  high  standing  wherever  known. 

Mr.  Rhoades  married  Eliza  B.  Pennell,  a 
native  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Harvey  L., 
now  engaged  in  the  men's  furnishings  busi- 
ness in  Erie,  Pa.,  married  Elizabeth  Johnson 
and  has  children,  Virginia,  Lyman  D.,  Harry 
and  Margaret ;  Gertrude  A.  is  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Borland  Lumber  Company  in  Oil 
City  and  lives  at  home ;  Ralph  is  engaged  in  the 
oil  business  as  a  producer  and  contractor,  be- 
ine  established  at  Oilton,  Okla. ;  Randall  P., 
salesman  for  the  Kern  wholesale  grocery 
house  of  Oil  City,  married  Bertha  Borland; 
Colonel  Winfield  was  with  the  Hill  Contract- 
ing Company  of  Chicago,  111.,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Flushing,  L.  L  (he  left  a 
wife,  Sylvia,  of  Rochester.  N.  Y.,  and  one 
child,  Robert  Winfield)  ;  William  J.,  a  drilling 
contractor,  was  instantly  killed  in  an  automo- 
bile accident  July  3,  1916  (he  married  Salinda 
Saltzman,  and  had  one  child,  Emma  Louise). 

James  Pennell,  father  of  Mrs.  Lyman  D. 
Rhoades,  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
after  settling  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania 
followed  the  oil  business,  merchandising  and 


other  activities.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  took 
an  active  part  in  politics,  held  meixtbership  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a  well 
known  man  of  his  day.  His  death  occurred 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years  in  Pleasant- 
ville,  Venango  county,  where  he  and  his  wife 
Sarah  (Miller)  are  buried.  She  was  reared 
in  Philadelphia,  being  a  daughter  of  Martin 
Miller,  formerly  of  that  city,  who  took  up 
considerable  land  in  Venango  and  Forest 
counties  when  he  came  to  this  part  of  the 
State.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  oil  business, 
and  removed  to  Oil  City,  and -he  acquired  much 
valuable  property  in  the  course  of  his  pros- 
perous career.  For  some  time  before  his  death 
he  lived  retired.  He  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Rohrer,  are  buried  at  Titus- 
ville.  Children  as  follows  were  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Pennell:  William  (who  is  de- 
ceased) married  Nancy  Burchfield;  Laura  is 
the  wife  of  Hamilton  Bowman,  of  Fairmont, 
W.  Va.,  now  living  retired ;  James,  who  mar- 
ried Ada  Bowman,  is  a  resident  of  Alliance, 
Ohio;  Eliza  B.  is  the  wife  of  Lyman  D. 
Rhoades,  of  Oil  City;  Mattie,  now  living  in 
New  York,  is  the  widow  of  John  Pickett,  audi- 
tor for  the  Tidewater  Pipe  Lines;  Martin  is 
in  the  oil  business  near  Fairmont.  W.  Va. ; 
Bessie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Mason, 
and  lived  at  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. ;  Leonard,  a 
resident  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  married  a  Wil- 
helm. 

FULTON  BOYD  HOVIS,  present  asses- 
sor of  Irwin  township,  has  been  a  resident  of 
that  locality  for  some  thirty-five  years  and 
highly  regarded  for  his  honorable  and  reliable 
character,  of  which  he  has  given  proof  in  all 
the  associations  which  bring  him  in  contact 
with  his  neighbors.  His  well  kept  farm,  one 
mile  east  of  Mechanicsville,  affords  excellent 
testimony  as  to  his  industry  and  business 
habits,  and  his  fellow  citizens  have  shown 
their  confidence  in  his  ability  and  integrity  by 
calling  him  to  service  in  several  township  offi- 
ces, whose  duties  he  has  performed  conscien- 
tiously and  capably.  He  is  a  member  of  a 
family  well  known  in  this  part  of  Venango 
county,  being  a  descendant  of  John  Hovis, 
who  settled  in  about  1808  in  Clinton  township, 
where  many  of  his  posterity  are  found  to  this 
day. 

The  first  of  the  line  to  come  to  this  country 
was  John  Theodore  Hofius,  a  native  of  Prus- 
sia and  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Pennsylvania  he  settled 
in  Bedford  county,  removing  thence  to  Wash- 
ington  county   and   later   to   Mercer   county, 
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where  in  1800  he  located  near  the  borough  of 
Sharpsville,  in  Hickory  township.  He  died 
there  eight  years  later,  at  an  advanced  age.  In 
Washington  county  he  married  Nancy  Baker, 
who  survived  him,  dying  in  1820  in  Clinton 
township,  Venango  county,  at  the  home  of  her 
son  John.  She  was  buried  in  the  old  grave- 
yard on  the  Hoffman  farm.  Five  children  were 
bom  to  this  maniage,  namely:  George,  who 
settled  about  1800  in  Hickory  township,  Mer- 
cer county;  William,  who  settled  in  what  is 
now  West  Virginia,  near  Wheeling;  Ernest, 
who  located  in  Irwin  township,  Venango  coun- 
ty, and  had  a  number  of  descendants;  Bar- 
bara, who  married  Henry  Koonce,  of  Clarks- 
ville,  Mercer  county ;  and  John. 

John  Hovis,  son  of  John  Theodore  and 
Nancy  (Baker)  Hofius,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.,  and  about  1808  settled  upon 
a  tract  of  four  hundred  acres  in  what  is  now 
Qinton  township,  Venango  county,  later  oc- 
cupied by  his  son  David.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  constables  of  the  township  and  well 
known  in  his  day.  He  married  Susanna 
Cogan,  of  Bedford  county,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children:  William,  John, 
George,  Nicholas,  Jacob,  Ernest,  David,  Cath- 
erine (Mrs.  Benjamin  R.  Yard),  Nancy  (Mrs. 
Philip  Boker),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  William  Camp- 
bell) and  Sally  (Mrs.  Robert  Cannan).  The 
father  served  during  the  war  of  1812  in  Cap- 
tain McManigal's  company. 

William  Hovis,  son  of  John  and  Susanna 
(C(^;an)  Hovis,  was  the  grandfather  of  Ful-^ 
ton  Boyd  Hovis,  and  his  father  was  Peter 
Hovis.  The  latter  was  bom  in  1818  near  the 
Bullion  schoolhouse  in  Clinton  township,  and 
spent  all  his  life  in  that  vicinity,  dying  in 
1883.  About  1874  he  settled  at  the  present 
home  of  John  Miller,  near  Mays  Corners,  a 
mile  west  of  where  his  son  Fulton  B.  Hovis 
now  lives,  remaining  at  that  place  until  his 
death.  He  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Amity 
Church,  Presbyterian,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  devout  member,  serving  many  years  as  elder 
in  that  congr^ation.  Though  a  Democrat  in 
a  Republican  township,  his  personal  popularity 
outweighed  political  opposition,  and  he  was 
elected  to  township  offices  and  was  favorably 
known  to  all  his  fellow  citizens.  Peter  Hovis 
married  Mary  Bonner,  of  Clinton  township, 
who  died  about  1868,  when  but  little  past 
middle  life.  Of  the  children  born  to  this 
imion  two  daughters  died  in  childhood,  and 
the  son  Thomas  when  twenty-two  years  old; 
Sarah,  who  married  David  Berringer,  died 
at  Cochranton,  Pa.  Two  sons  and  three 
daughters  still  survive :  Fulton  B. ;  William  P., 


of  Cochranton ;  Nancy,  widow  gf  J.  B.  Shiner, 
of  Cranberry  township,  Venango  county;  Sy- 
rene,  widow  of  James  Wareham,  of  Portland, 
Oregon;  and  May  E.,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Gathers,  of 
Mechanicsville,  Irwin  township. 

Fulton  Boyd  Hovis  was  born  Oct.  12,  1857, 
in  an  old  log  house  (near  the  Bullion  school- 
house)  which  is  still  standing,  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, and  remained  at  home  until  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  oil  fields.  However,  he 
was  trained  to  agricultural  work  from  boyhood 
and  has  followed  it  mainly,  settling  on  his 
present  farm  in  Irwin  township  when  he  mar- 
ried, and  taking  charge  of  it  from  that  time. 
It  was  the  property  of  his  wife's  father,  Wil- 
liam Beighlea,  and  comprises  140  acres,  of 
which  he  is  now  sole  owner,  having  bought 
out  the  other  interests  in  the  place.  The  land 
has  always  been  valuable  for  general  farm- 
ing, and  under  his  wise  care  is  as  good  as  it 
has  ever  been,  his  liberal  use  of  the  limestone 
on  the  tract  having  enhanced  its  productive- 
ness to  an  appreciable  degree.  There  is  a  fine 
limestone  quarry  on  the  farm,  which  Mr. 
Hovis  has  worked  steadily,  having  sold  as 
much  as  eighteen  hundred  tons  of  rock  in  a 
year,  besides  taking  out  enough  for  his  own 
use.  Mr.  Hovis  has  also  improved  the  prop- 
erty in  the  matter  of  buildings,  having  re- 
placed all  the  old  structures  with  the  substan- 
tial ones  now  standing  twelve  years  ago.  The 
present  condition  of  the  place  is  a  distinct 
credit  to  him. 

Mr.  Hovis  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
administration  of  township  affairs,  having  held 
a  number  of  local  offices,  and  he  is  serving 
his  third  term  as  assessor.  He  is  a  Prohibi- 
tionist in  religious  principle.  The  Pleasant 
View  M.  E.  Oiurch  has  had  his  support  and 
cooperation  for  many  years,  and  he  is 
a  trustee  of  both  church  and  cemetery.  He 
has  been  a  class  leader,  has  been  associated 
with  the  Bible  class  thirty  years  and  taught 
in  the  Sunday  school  for  twenty-five  years, 
his  interest  extending  to  all  branches  of  the 
work.  His  various  activities  keep  him  well 
occupied,  but  when  he  can  spare  time  for  vaca- 
tions he  enjoys  hunting  trips  especiallv. 

On  Oct.  19,  1882,  Mr.  Hovis  married  Mary 
R.  Beiffhlea,  youngest  of  the  family  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Shaner)  Beighlea,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  bom  to  them :  Liz- 
zie, now  Mrs.  A.  C.  Gilliland,  of  Mechanics- 
ville; Lee,  who  is  engaged  in  the  oil  field  at 
Taft,  Cal.,  as  foreman  with  the  Standard  Oil 
Company;  William,  who  was  engaged  as  an 
oil  rig  builder  in  the  California  fields  when 
killed,  with  another  man,  by  a  live  wire  in 
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1916,  when  but  twenty-seven  years  old;  El- 
ton, living  at  Hbme ;  Charles,  an  oil  producer, 
living  at  home ;  Leonard,  who  graduated  from 
the  hieh  school  at  Mechanicsville  and  is  now 
in  Oklahoma;  and  Frances,  a  student  in  high 
school,  class  of  1918.  Denscil  and  Goldie 
Hovis,  aged  (1918)  eight  and  six  years,  re- 
spectively, children  of  William  Hovis,  and 
another  grandchild,  Edna  Grace  Hovis,  several 
years  older,  are  now  members  of  the  house- 
hold of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fulton  Boyd  Hovis. 

William  Beighlea,  father  of  Mrs.  Hovis, 
was  bom  Jan.  11,  1818,  and  died  Feb.  13, 
1897.  When  twenty-six  years  old  he  married 
Elizabeth  Shaner,  who  was  born  Dec.  29,  1817, 
and  died  June  21,  1904.  They  were  members 
of  the  Irwin  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
where  they  are  buried.  They  moved  from  But- 
ler coimty  to  the  farm  in  Irwin  township  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hovis  about  1852- 
53,  following  his  brother  Joseph  to  this 
vicinity.  The  family  is  of  German  origin.  Of 
the  family  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beighlea  six 
reached  maturity,  two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, three  now  surviving:  Mrs.  Hovis;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Smith,  widow  of  M.  V.  Smith,  of 
Irwin  township ;  and  Mrs.  Steffy  Griffin.  Both 
are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

THOMAS  E.  KEATING,  of  Oil  City,  has 
been  prominently  associated  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs  as  well  as  in  business 
operations,  having  represented  the  First  ward 
as  alderman  for  several  years,  with  a  record 
which  shows  his  appreciation  of  the  confidence 
which  his  townsmen  have  shown  in  both  his  in- 
tegrity and  judgment.  Mr.  Keating  has  made 
excellent  progress  in  his  personal  ventures  by 
his  own  efforts,  and  well  deserves  the  rewards 
which  he  is  reaping,  not  only  materially  but 
also  in  the  standing  which  he  has  attained.  He 
is  a  native  of  Oil  City,  born  Aug.  18,  1871, 
son  of  Michael  and  Catherine  E.  (Keane) 
Keating,  natives  of  Ireland  and  married  in 
County  Qare,  that  country.  They  came  to 
the  United  States  in  the  latter  sixties,  and  set- 
tled at  Oil  City,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  where  Mr. 
Keating  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  among 
railroad  men  as  a  competent  lx)ss  and  expert 
road  builder.  He  and  his  brother  John  started 
a  store  on  Spring  street.  Oil  City,  but  his 
preference  was  for  outside  work  and  he  fol- 
lowed it  until  his  death,  which  was  caused  by 
an  accident  in  1887,  when  he  was  fifty-two 
years  old.  His  strength  and  skill  made  him 
trustworthy  and  capable,  and  the  railroad  offi- 
cials selected  him  for  the  honor  of  driving  the 
connecting  spikes   joining  two  or  three   sys- 


tems at  Oil  City.  He  was  employed  on  the 
Pennsylvania  and  Erie  roads  until  his  death. 
His  widow  continues  to  occupy  the  old  home 
at  No.  259  Washington  avenue.  Oil  City.  Like 
her  husband  she  belongs  to  St.  Joseph's  Cath- 
olic Church,  being  now  one  of  its  oldest  mem- 
bers. Their  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and 
three  daughters :  Mary  A.,  Beatrice  E.,  Mar- 
garet v.,  Michael  J.  and  Thomas  E.,  all  living 
at  home  but  Michael,  who  is  now  engaged  as 
an  oil  producer  at  Tulsa,  Okla. ;  he  was  also 
one  of  the  men  who  developed  the  oil  field  at 
Sistersville,  W.  Va.  Mary  A.  and  Beatrice  E. 
own  and  conduct  a  grocery  store  at  Oil  City, 
which  they  have  carried  on  successfully  for 
some  years. 

Thomas  E.  Keating  was  educated  in  Oil 
City,  attending  the  public  schools  and  gradu- 
ating from  the  high  school  in  1889.  Soon 
afterward  he  started  the  grocery  business  now 
operated  by  his  sisters,  and  was  also  occupied 
with  other  business  dealings,  the  family  erect- 
ing the  Keating  block  in  1894-95.  He  has  also 
taken  a  course  in  law  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1901,  but  though  a  member  of  the  bar  he 
has  not  devoted  much  of  his  time  or  energies 
to  building  up  a  legal  practice,  the  business 
interests  which  he  has  acquired,  together  with 
his  public  duties,  demanding  practically  all 
of  his  attention.  His  business  transactions 
have  been  chiefly  in  the  line  of  real  estate  and 
oil  properties,  and  he  has  engaged  successfully 
in  the  production  of  oil,  having  bought  some 
wells  and  sunk  others.  He  is  an  active  opera- 
tor in  the  Stock  Exchange. 

Mr.  Keating  has  represented  the  First  ward 
as  alderman  for  several  years,  and  has  dis- 
charged his  official  obligations  promptly  and 
faithfully.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  political  is- 
sues, but  liberal  in  his  attitude  on  local  ques- 
tions, in  which  he  has  taken  a  public-spirited 
stand  highly  gratifying  to  his  constituents. 
He  is  a  memt^r  of  St.  Joseph's  Church  and 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Mr. 
Keating  is  unmarried,  and  resides  with  his 
mother  and  sisters  at  the  old  home. 

CHARLES  A.  BABCOCK  was  bom  in 
Petersburgh,  N.  Y.,  of  Colonial  and  Revo- 
lutionary ancestr>%  being  the  son  of  Zaccheus 
and  Laura  (Maxon)  Babcock.  He  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  Hamilton  College ;  taught  for  nine  years 
in  the  Fredonia  (N.  Y.)  Normal  School; 
studied  law  in  vacations,  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  Supreme  court  of  New  York; 
was  superintendent  of  schools  of  Oil  City  for 
twenty-five  years.    He  has  the  degrees  of  A. 
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M.,  Ph.  D.  and  LL.  B.  The  British  Astrono- 
mical Association  in  London  elected  him  to 
membership,  as  did  also  the  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  He 
specialized  in  chemical  analysis/  taking  a  three 
years*  course  in  addition  to  the  regular  classi- 
cal course,  and  practiced  in  the  courts  as  a 
chemical  expert  for  nine  years,  while  occupy- 
ing the  chair  of  Natural  Sciences  at  Fredonia 
(N.  Y.)  State  Normal  School.  In  college  he 
belonged  to  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  frater- 
nity. 

Mr.  Babcock  studied  school  systems  in  Eng- 
land, France  and  Germany.  In  Bavaria  he 
studied  the  schools  with  the  special  permission 
of  the  minister  of  education  of  that  country. 
He  was  the  originator  of  Bird  Day  in  the 
schools,  and  in  this  was  aided  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  which  sent 
out  circulars  and  assisted  in  the  publicity  of 
the  movement  through  which  provisions  have 
been  embodied  in  the  law  of  many  States 
making  the  study  of  birds  and  the  observance 
of  Bird  Day  obligatory  in  the  interest  of  eco- 
nomics. He  originated  a  method  of  individual 
instruction,  with  class  unit  work  to  develop 
the  individual  touch  in  teaching;  wrote  "Bird 
Day  in  the  Schools  and  How  to  Prepare  for 
It";  also  monographs  on  "The  Essence  and 
Function  of  Supervision,"  "Literature  in  the 
Schools,"  which  were  given  before  meetings 
of  the   National  Educational  Association. 

The  schools  under  his  supervision  received 
a  gold  medal  for  the  excellence  of  their  ex- 
hibits at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition.  Ernesto 
Nelson,  Commissioner  of  Education,  requested 
Mr.  Babcock  to  send  him  a  similar  exhibit  to 
be  preserved  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
Argentina.  Theodore  Roosevelt  wrote  two 
personal  letters  to  Mr.  Babcock  commend- 
ing his  work  and  stating  his  belief  that  he 
had  done  a  great  work  for  the  community. 
These,  with  many  other  letters  from  eminent 
naturalists  in  this  country  and  Europe,  form 
part  of  an  autograph  collection  of  interest  in 
Mr.  Babcock's  library.  Mr.  Babcock  was  a 
candidate  for  the  legislature  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  and  received  more  votes  than 
any  other  of  his  party,  though  not  elected. 

Since  leaving  the  schools  he  has  written 
much,  in  the  line  of  editorial  and  historical 
work.  He  gave  a  course  of  lectures  in  New 
York  City  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  that  city.  His  recreations  are 
chess,  fly  fishing  and  gardening. 

Mr.  Babcock  married  Emma  Francis  Whit- 
-comlb,  of  Adams,  New  York,  like  himself  of 
'Colonial  and  Revolutionary  stock,  and  Regent 
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of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
They  have  two  sons :  Bertrand  W.,  a  graduate 
of  Hamilton  College,  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fra- 
ternity, now  a  well  known  author  and  journalist 
of  New  York  City,  married  Winifred  Eaton,  of 
New  York  City,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren. Perry,  Bertrand,  Jr.  (deceased),  Doris 
and  Charles  2d.  Paul  W.  Babcock  is  a  graduate 
of  State  College  of  Pennsylvania,  Kappa  Sigma 
fraternity,  and  holds  an  important  position  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ;  he  married  Florence  Taylor  Sanderson, 
of  Lock  Haven,  who  is  also  of  Revolutionary 
and  Colonial  ancestry. 

SAMUEL  DALE  KARNS  is  a  representa- 
tive member  of  a  substantial  family  long  resi- 
dent in  Venango  county  and  identified  with  the 
advancement  of  its  material  development,  in 
both  agriculture  and  business.  His  own  life 
has  accorded  very  faithfully  with  the  tradi- 
tions of  his  ancestors  and  the  current  records 
of  those  bearing  the  name,  showing  enterprise 
and  ambition,  intelligent  care  of  his  interests, 
and  thorough  reliabilitv  in  his  dealings  with 
others. 

During  the  pioneer  period  Mrs.  Anna  Kams, 
widow  of  Henry  Kams,  came  to  Venango 
county  with  a  family  of  nine  sons  and  one 
daughter,  making  her  home  in  Richland  town- 
ship. Jacob  Kams,  one  of  the  nine  sons,  re- 
moved after  his  marriage  to  Cranberry  town- 
ship, this  county,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  five 
hundred  acres  upon  which  he  farmed  through- 
out his  active  days,  dying  there  in  1885,  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and 
one  of  the  early  constables  in  Venango 
county.  His  religious  connection  was  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  By  his  first 
wife,  Nancy  (Thompson),  daughter  of  Frank 
Thompson,  of  Clarion  county.  Pa.,  he  had 
eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 
After  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1^2,  he 
married  Mrs.  MolHe  Bickel. 

Samuel  T.  Karns,  the  third  son  of  Jacob 
Kams,  was  bom  in  183 1  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Cranberry  township.  He  spent  his  youth 
and  early  manhood  there,  but  he  was  ambitious 
to  be  independent,  and  in  1864  he  removed  to 
Franklin,  hoping  to  find  opportunities  more 
plentiful  than  on  the  farm.  Upon  settling  in 
the  city  he  commenced  teaming,  beginning  a 
business  which  continued  to  be  his  principal 
occupation  to  the  end  of  his  days,  and  in  which 
his  sons  Gustine  S.  and  Samuel  D.  Kams 
joined  him  later.  Forming  the  firm  of  S.  T. 
Karns  &  Co.  in  1884,  they  also  carried  on  the 
wholesale  notions  business  in  Franklin,  doing 
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well  in  both  lines.  In  1853  he  married  Sarah 
Frawley,  daughter  of  Michael  Frawley,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight 
of  whom  reached  maturity:  Augustine  S., 
now  member  of  the  S.  T.  Kams'  Sons  Com- 
pany, of  Franklin,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  Mary,  who  married  John  McNulty; 
Samuel  Dale;  Edward  J.;  Charles  W.,  de- 
ceased ;  Alice  B.,  wife  of  William  Evans,  Hv- 
ing  in  Oklahoma;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  Richard 
McMuUen,  of  Oil  City,  Pa. ;  and  Margaret  D., 
unmarried.  The  father  died  in  1903.  The 
mother,  bom  in  1835,  is  also  deceased.  They 
are  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 

Samuel  Dale  Karns  was  born  Aug.  22,  1861, 
and  received  a  public  school  education  in 
Franklin.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to  assist 
his  father  in  the  teaming  business,  and  as 
above  related  was  afterward  associated  with 
his  father  and  elder  brother  in  business  at 
Franklin,  remaining  in  the  partnership  until 
after  his  father's  death.  Then  he  sold  out  to 
his  brother  A.  S.  Karns  and  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  oil  business,  in  which  he  has 
since  been  interested  in  Cranberry  township 
and  elsewhere,  in  the  former  location  operat- 
ing on  the  old  Frawley  farm,  his  mother's 
property,  which  was  her  father's  homestead. 
It  is  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  in  which  he 
and  his  sister,  Mrs.  McMuUen,  have  leased  the 
oil  rights.  They  have  forty-three  wells  there, 
all  producing,  and  the  business  is  paymg  hand- 
somely. Mr.  Karns  has  another  interest,  in 
the  Clintonville  field,  which  he  holds  in  asso- 
ciation with  C.  E.  Smith  and  William  Beard, 
of  Grove  City,  and  where  thirteen  wells*  are 
now  in  operation,  with  a  good  yield.  In  the 
fall  of  191 4  Mr.  Karns  added  scientific  chicken 
raising  to  his  other  activities,  making  a 
specialty  of  Barred  White  Leghorn  stock.  He 
has  devoted  considerable  time  and  thought  to 
the  study  of  this  business,  which  has  increased 
steadily  from  the  beginning  under  his  sys- 
tematic management  and  has  now  taken  an 
important  place  in  his  business  interests. 

In  1889  Mr.  Karns  married  Maggie  Clyde, 
daughter  of  Rev.  James  Clyde,  a  Methodist 
minister,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mildred, 
now  the  wife  of  Frank  R.  Hays,  of  Oil  City, 
this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karns  reside  in 
that  section  of  Franklin  known  as  Miller  Park. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
supports  that  organization  as  well  as  all  other 
enterprises  which  have  the  social  well-being 
of  the  community  for  their  object. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  HORNER,  a  leading 
citizen  of  Cranberry  township  and  prominent 


in  all  the  activities  of  his  section  of  Venango 
county,  was  bom  at  his  present  home  Jan.  5, 
1877,  son  of  John  B.  Horner  and  grandson  of 
John  Horner.  The  latter  was  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  this  county,  coming  from  east  of 
the  mountains  and  settling  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship in  an  early  day.  He  married  Nancy 
Brandon,  and  John  B.  Homer  was  their  only 
child.  The  mother  remarried  after  Mr.  Hor- 
ner's death,  becoming  the  wife  of  Abner 
Kelley,  a  farmer  of  this  locality,  who  is  buried 
in  Cranberry  township.  There  were  two  chil- 
dren by  this  union :  James  B.,  now  deceased, 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  as  well 
as  oil  and  gas  production;  he  married  Celia 
Carey,  and  their  son  Charles  is  a  resident  of 
Cranberry  township.  Elizabeth  Kelley  mar- 
ried William  Daugherty,  of  Cranberry  town- 
ship. 

John  B.  Homer  was  born  in  December,  1845, 
in  Cranberry  township,  and  passed  practically 
all  his  life  on  the  same  farm  there,  dying  Sept. 
15,  1890.  His  birthplace  was  on  his  mother's 
farm.  His  father  died  when  he  was  a  young 
boy.  He  was  brought  up  to  farming,  and 
followed  that  work  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
duction of  oil  throughout  life.  A  Demo- 
crat and  an  active  worker  in  the  party,  he 
served  on  the  election  board  and  as  a  member 
of  the  township  school  board,  and  was  useful 
in  the  direction  of  local  aflFairs  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  cornmunity.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cranberry  M.  E.  Church,  and  is 
buried  in  Cranberry  township.  Mr.  Homer 
married  Mary  Boyer,  who  was  bom  in  August, 
1848,  in  Richland  township.  Clarion  Co.,  Pa., 
and  who  since  his  decease  has  become  the 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Miller,  of  Knox,  Qarion 
county,  farmer  and  oil  producer,  and  engaged 
in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  at 
Knox.  Her  children  were  all  by  her  first 
marriage,  to  Mr.  Homer:  William  H.,  now 
engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  at  Qeveland. 
Okla.,  married  Leone  Eaton;  Hattie  is  the 
wife  of  C.  M.  Ziegler,  of  Oil  City,  a  foreman 
in  the  employ  of  the  National  Transit  Com- 
pany; James  L.,  an  oil  producer  of  Bradner, 
Ohio,  married  Nerva  Zimmerman;  John 
Franklin  is  next  in  the  family;  Nellie  is  the 
wife  of  H.  M.  Barrell,  of  Cranberry  township, 
foreman  for  the  Berry  Lumber  Company. 

Neri  Boyer,  father  of  Mrs.  Mary  Boyer 
(Homer)  Miller,  was  a  farmer  and  school 
teacher  in  Clarion  county,  owning  a  large 
property,  and  is  buried  with  his  wife  in  the 
Valley  cemetery  in  that  county.  He  was  a 
Republican,  and  a  member  of  the  United 
Evangelical  Church.    His  family  consisted  of 
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fourteen  children,  and  we  have  record  of  the 
following:  Levi,  Jeremiah,  Rebecca,  Mary, 
Louise,  Vista,  Fremont,  William,  Frank  and 
Etta. 

John  Franklin  Homer  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Cranberry  township  and 
assisted  on  the  home  place  from  an  early  age. 
He  was  but  thirteen  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  and  soon  afterward  assumed  consider- 
able responsibility,  having  had  his  share  of  the 
care  of  the  home  farm  and  the  performance 
of  its  practical  duties  for  many  years.  About 
twelve  years  ago  he  bought  the  interests  of 
the  other  heirs  in  this  property,  which  is  a 
valuable  tract  of  io6  acres  lying  in  Cran- 
berry township,  half  of  it  cleared  and  devoted 
to  general  agriculture.  There  are  also  seven 
producing  oil  wells  on  the  farm,  and  a  portable 
sawmill  which  has  been  in  operation  some 
twenty  years.  The  place  is  handsomely  im- 
proved, the  residence  being  one  of  the  finest 
country  homes  in  the  county,  thoroughly  up- 
to-date  in  all  its  appointments,  equipped  with 
running  hot  and  cold  water,  electric  lights 
and  the  various  other  conveniences  which  con- 
tribute to  comfort.  Mr.  Horner  has  dealt 
largely  in  local  real  estate,  at  present  owning 
about  one  thousand  acres  in  Rockland,  Pine 
Grove  and  Cranberry  townships.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  the  regulation  of  public  affairs, 
having  served  as  school  director  and  secretary 
of  the  board,  and  is  at  present  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  having  been  elected  to  that  office 
in  191 7.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
Prohibitionists. 

Mr.  Homer  married  Maud  Porter,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Maxwell)  Por- 
ter, of  Rockland  township,  who  taught  school 
in  Venango  county  prior  to  her  marriage,  be- 
ing a  graduate  of  the  Qarion  State  Normal 
School.  Their  children  have  been  bom  as 
follows:  Leone,  June  6,  1898  (died  in  March, 
1899)  J  Edgar  E.,  Dec.  23,  1900  (he  is  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  the  lumber  business)  ; 
Florence,  October,  1902 ;  Ralph  P.,  June,  1904 ; 
Xaomi,  May  28,  1908:  Ardelle,  June,  1910; 
Ruth,  March,  1913;  Opal,  December,  191 5. 
The  family  are  identified  with  the  M.  E. 
Church,  the  children  attending  the  Sunday 
school,  and  Mr.  Horner  is  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  congregation.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  Tent  No.  78,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  Cranberry 
township. 

David  Porter,  father  of  Mrs.  John  F.  Hor- 
ner, was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  died  when 
about  sixty  years  old  in  Rockland  township, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  had  been  engaged 
in  farming  for  a  number  of  years.     He  was 


a  well  known  citizen  of  the  locality,  elected 
school  director  on  the  Republican  ticket,  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Masons  and 
Maccabees,  and  held  membership  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  he  and  his  wife  being  in- 
terred in  the  Presbyterian  cemetery  in  Rock- 
land township.  By  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Maxwell  Mr.  Porter  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Bessie  is  the  wife  qf  John  Adams,  of 
Montrose,  Colo.;  Maud  is  the  wife  of  John 
F.  Homer;  Mina  is  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Sherman, 
foreman  for  Kem  &  Co.,  of  Oil  City;  Pearl 
is  married  to  Giflford  Exley,  of  Titusville,  Pa., 
foreman  for  the  Casing  Head  Gasoline  Com- 
pany. 

JOHN  SCOTT,  late  of  Qinton  township, 
resided  for  over  sixty  years  on  the  valuable 
property  there  now  occupied  by  his  widow, 
which  was  converted  by  his  diligent  efforts 
into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  portion  of 
Venango  county.  It  lies  along  the  line  of 
Butler  county,  four  miles  southeast  of  Qin- 
tonville,  and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  tracts 
in  the  neighborhood.  For  many  years,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  business  of  general  agriculture, 
Mr.  Scott  handled  large  quantities  of  meat, 
selling  largely  in  Franklin  and  Oil  City,  where 
he  was  well  known  to  most  of  the  residents 
during  his  active  days.  He  had  the  favorable 
regard  of  all  who  knew  him  throughout  his 
long  life. 

The  Scotts  are  an  old  family  in  Venango 
county,  Alexander  Scott,  father  of  John  Scott, 
having  been  bom  here  April  22,  1802,  in 
Scrubgrass  township.  On  Oct.  12,  1823,  he 
married  Mary  Vincent,  of  Irwin  township, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children. 
Their  son  John  was  born  in  Scrubgrass  town- 
ship Sept.  6,  1828.  His  early  life  was  evi- 
dently such  as  to  develop  his  self-reliance  and 
practical  qualities,  for  he  was  only  a  young 
man  when  he  undertook  the  responsibilities  of 
a  farm  of  his  own,  settling  on  .the  place  in 
Clinton  township  which  became  his  perma- 
nent home  in  1852.  The  place  comprises 
eighty-six  acres,  all  of  which  was  then  heavily 
timbered,  and  unimproved  in  any  way,  the 
various  buildings  having  been  erected  by  him 
as  his  means  allowed  and  his  work  required. 
The  bam  was  built  in  1876  and  the  present 
house  in  1879,  the  original  dwelling  having 
been  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Scott  became  a 
very  prosperous  farmer,  and  also  for  many 
years  dealt  in  beef,  pork  and  poultry,  making 
regular  trips  to  Franklin  and  Oil  City,  where 
he  knew  practically  all  the  population.  His 
reliability  enabled  him  to  build  up  a  steadily 
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increasing  trade  as  long  as  he  continued  this 
business,  which  augmented  his  income  consid- 
erably. 

Mr.  Scott  married  Mary  Jane  Gibson,  a 
native  of  Eau  Claire,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  who  died 
March  24,  1867,  the  mother  of  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  eldest  twelve 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death,  the  young- 
est but  three.  William  Gibson  died  in  child- 
hood; Mary  Catherine  died  when  ten  years 
old;  Wesley,  who  died  Dec.  25,  191 3,  made  his 
home  in  Butler  county,  a  mile  from  the  pa- 
ternal home;  Ellen  E.  married  David  Parker 
and  lived  in  this  vicinity,  over  the  line  in  But- 
ler county,  where  she  died  March  12,  191 5, 
leaving  two  children,  Howard  Scott  (now  a 
teacher  at  Emlenton)  and  Mary  Catherine  (a 
teacher  in  Butler  county) ;  George  M.  lives  in 
Butler  county. 

On  June  i^,  1867,  Mr.  Scott  married  (Sec- 
ond) Catharine  Kellerman,  who  was  bom 
March  6,  1840,  and  was  reared  two  miles  dis- 
tant from  her  present  home.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful mother  to  his  children,  and  also  reared 
two  of  her  own,  namely :  Delia  Jane  married 
a  Mr.  Stewart  and  (second)  McClellan  Park- 
er, of  Butler,  Pa.,  where  she  now  resides; 
she  has  one  son,  Samuel  Mert  Stewart,  and 
by  her  second  marriage  a  daughter,  Lulu 
Maud,  now  the  wife  of  Lavilie  McGuire,  a 
resident  of  Butler.  Martha  Almetta  is  the 
wife  of  W.  B.  Vogus,  of  Clinton  township, 
and  has  two  sons,  John  and  George,  and  a 
daughter,  Twila,  wife  of  Wade  Henderson,  of 
Franklin. 

Mr.  Scott  died  June  15,  1916,  and  is  buried 
in  the  East  Unity  cemetery.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  East  Unity  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  two  miles  distant  from  his 
home,  and  a  regular  attendant  at  services,  hav- 
ing missed  only  two  communions  there  in  sixty 
years.  He  was  zealous  in  the  work  of  the 
congregation  and  supported  all  its  enterprises 
with  his  means  and  influence.  Originally  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  his  convictions  carried 
him  eventually  into  the  Prohibition  party,  in 
whose  principles  he  believed  ardently.  He  and 
his  wife  reared  their  grandson,  Samuel  Mert 
Stewart,  who  has  been  well  educated,  having 
graduated  from  the  normal  school  at  Grove 
City.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  the 
office  of  an  oil  company  at  Brookville,  Pa., 
but  sinde  his  grandfather's  death  he  has  made 
his  home  with  his  grandmother  and  taken 
charge  of  the  operation  of  the  farm :  he  also 
teaches  at  Cherry  Valley,  four  miles  away. 
Mrs.  Scott  was  a  capable  helpmate  to  her 
husband,  having  early  become  accustomed  to 


the  responsibilities  of  family  and  home.     She 
was  but  fifteen  years  old  when  her  mother 
died,  leaving  five  children,  and  as  the  eldest 
she  cared  for  them  until  they  grew  up. 

THOMAS  EGAN,  a  substantial  business 
man  of  Oil  City,  is  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
old-established  grocery  now  conducted  under 
the  name  of  P.  Egan's  Sons. 

Patrick  Egan,  father  of  Thomas  Egan,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  coming  to  America  with 
his  older  brother  when  but  six  years  old.  The 
brother  looked  after  his  early  training  and 
education,  during  which  time  he  lived  at  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  began  work  with  the  JCent  Brothers,  at 
their  refinery  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  There  he 
was  married  to  Katherine  Touhey,  by  whom 
he  had  a  family  of  ten  children.  Kent  Brothers 
having  established  a  branch  refinery  at  Corry, 
Pa.,  Mr.  Egan  moved  with  his  family  to  that 
city.  In  1878  they  removed  to  Oil  City,  Pa., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  In 
1882  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  co- 
operative grocery  store  known  as  the  Qty 
Gash  Store,  with  which  business  he  continued 
to  be  associated  until  his  retirement.  In  1902 
P.  Egan  and  Sons  purchased  from  Austin 
Egan  the  other  half  interest,  and  the  business 
became  known  as  P.  Egan  &  Sons.  Patrick 
Egan  was  a  devout  member  of  St.  Joseph's 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  an  earnest  work- 
er in  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  Feb.  26,  1906.  he  took 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  city. 

Thomas  Egan,  son  of  Patrick  and  Katherine 
(Touhey)  E^an,  was  bom  at  Jamestown,  N. 
Y.,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  school  at  Frewsburg,  N.  Y.  He  also  at- 
tended school  at  Corry,  Pa.,  and  was  about  ten 
years  old  when  the  family  settled  at  Oil  City, 
where  he  continued  his  studies  in  St.  Josq)h's 
parochial  school.  From  the  time  he  was  about 
ten  years  old  he  helped  his  father,  who  con- 
ducted a  dairy  at  the  Clapp  farm,  delivering 
milk  before  school  hours,  and  when- his  father 
acquired  a  half  interest  in  the  cooperative  gro- 
cery store  in  1882  he  became  delivery  boy  and 
later  clerk.  When  his  father  withdrew  from 
active  association  with  the  business  in  1900  he 
took  over  the  management  of  the  store  alon^ 
with  his  brothers  Martin  and  Patrick,  with 
whom  he  is  in  partnership  under  the  firm  name 
of  P.  Egan's  Sons.  They  have  an  extensive 
trade  and  solid  standing  among  the  reliable 
merchants  of  the  city.  Thomas  Egan  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  a  member  of  St.  Jo- 
seph's Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Oil  City,  to 
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which  his  family  also  belong,  and  fraternally 
is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  April  26,  1904,  Mr.  Egan  was  married, 
at  the  St.  Philip  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Linesville,  Pa.,  to  Elizabeth  O'Conpor,  a  na- 
tive of  that  place,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  O'Connor,  residents  of  Linesville.  To 
this  marriage  have  been  bom  two  children: 
James  P.,  bom  Feb.  25,  1905,  and  Katherine 
M.,  bom  Nov.  5, 1907. 

HIRAM  MILES  DALE,  of  Franklin,  has 
won  business  success  and  personal  |)opularity 
be)rond  the  average  in  his  industrious  life. 
Though  he  passed  the  threescore  and  ten  mark 
several  years  ago  he  is  still  actively  engaged  in 
the  industrjr  to  which  he  was  attracted  at  the 
very  beginning  of  his  independent  career,  and 
in  which  he  has  been  abundantly  prosperous. 
He  has  had  to  work  hard  for  his  reward,  but 
he  is  possessed  of  an  energetic  nature  that 
never  hesitated  at  great  effort  in  order  to 
get  results,  so  that  he  deserves  all  the  good 
fortime  which  has  come  to  him.  Of  praise- 
worthy character  in  his  social  as  well  as  his 
business  relations,  he  has  been  an  esteemed 
member  of  the  community  in  every  sense. 

The  Dales  came  to  Venango  county  in  the 
fifties.  The  grandfather  of  Hiram  M.  Dale 
lived  and  died  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and 
we  have  record  of  three  of  his  children,  David, 
Philip  and  Daniel.  Of  these,  David  Dale,  bom 
Sept.  II,  1810,  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
was  an  early  settler  in  Clarion  county,  where 
he  farmed  and  liunbered.  Later,  in  1857,  he 
removed  to  Venango  county,  making  his  home 
in  what  is  now  Rockland  township,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  to  seek  for  oil  in  that  region,  drill- 
ing by  the  spring  pole  method  then  in  general 
use,  and  his  enterprise  and  thrift  brought  him 
prosperity,  though  he  only  lived  to  middle  age. 
On  Oct.  23,  1832,  Mr.  Dale  married  Catherine 
Henlen,  who  was  bom  Feb.  27,  1812,  and 
survived  him,  his  death  occurring  April  8, 
1862,  hers  on  Oct.  18,  1881.  Thev  had  a  large 
family,  namely :  Margaret  Ann,  bom  Sept.  5, 
1833,  married  Henry  Washington  Shaffer, 
mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  Joseph  Kin|^,  born  Jan.  22,  1835,  was 
a  farmer  and  oil  driller,  married  Susan  Shaf er, 
and  died  in  September,  1916,  in  Franklin; 
Lucinda,  bom  Jan.  20,  1837,  married  C.  C. 
Shaner,  and  is  now  living  in  the  State  of 
Montana ;  Amos  P.,  bom  March  3,  1839,  died 
March  12,  igo8 ;  Hiram  Miles  was  bom  June 
3,  1841 ;  Christian  C,  born  Aug.  14,  1843,  is 
living  at  Rumer,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.;  Nancy 


P.,  born  May  17,  1846,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Bartlett,  and  died  May  i,  1908;  Magdalena 
A.,  born  Nov.  4,  1847,  d^^d  June  5,  1852; 
David  Isaiah,  bom  March  18,  1849,  ^^w  a 
resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  formerly  in 
business  at  Franklin  with  George  Maloney 
under  the  firm  name  of  Maloney  &  Co. ;  Levi 
H.,  bom  Oct.  I,  1850,  died  in  1915  at  Reno, 
Venango  county;  Rev.  Wesley  W.,  bom 
March  10,  1853,  for  many  years  a  Methodist 
minister,  retired  in  191.7  and  is  now  living  in 
Cranberry  township,  this  county;  Malinda 
Qara,  bom  Dec.  9,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  W.  I. 
Reed,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Franklin. 

Hiram  Miles  Dale  was  bom  June  3,  1841, 
in  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  and  was  a  youth  when 
the  family  settled  in  Venango  coimty.  He 
remained  at  home  until  nineteen  years  old, 
meantime  getting  a  valuable  practical  training 
under  his  industrious  father.  He  was  barely 
of  age  when  he  enlisted,  in  August,  1862,  as 
a  member  of  Company  F,  121st  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  remaining  in  the 
service  until  June,  1864.  He  took  part  in 
many  important  battles,  including  the  engage- 
ment at  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  shot  through 
the  left  lung,  being  so  severely  injured  that 
he  still  feels  the  effects  of  his  wound.  Retum- 
ing  home  after  his  military  service,  he  located 
near  Pleasantville,  in  Oil  Creek  township,  this 
county,  and  for  the  next  five  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  oil  business  at  that  location.  Sell- 
ing his  interests  there,  he  spent  one  year  in 
Oil  City,  until  he  purchased  oil  property  in 
Cranberry  township,  near  Franklin,  moving 
thither  in  March,  i8;73.  He  immediately  com- 
menced the  production  of  oil  on  this  tract, 
which  he  has  been  operating  ever  since,  alone 
or  with  partners,  having  at  times  had  as  many 
as  seventy  wells  yielding  there.  He  has  an- 
other lease  on  the  Henderson  farm  near  Titus- 
ville,  the  operations  on  these  two  places  keep- 
ing him  well  occupied.  His  sons  now  share 
his  interests  in  the  old  farm  in  Cranberry 
township  where  he  started  operations  in  the 
seventies,  and  one  of  them,  Oscar  M.  Dale,  is 
in  partnership  with  his  father  in  the  opera- 
tions near  TitusviUe. 

In  1898  Mr.  Dale  moved  from  the  farm  to 
Franklin,  where  he  has  since  maintained  his 
home,  residing  at  No.  822  Elk  street.  On 
Jan.  21,  1869,  he  married  Linnah  McGahen, 
who  died  in  1896  and  is  buried  in  the  Frank- 
lin cemetery.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Ora  married  Edward  G.  Biery  and 
has  a  family  of  eight  children.  Homer  D., 
Anida,  Harry,  Nina,  Lela,  Paul,  Amold  and 
Arline;   they  reside   in   Cranberry  township. 
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Isa  H.  and  Oscar  M.  are  mentioned  below. 
Todd  is  deceased.  On  Sept.  26,  1899,  Mr. 
Dale  was  married  to  Rilla  Chase,  daughter  of 
Elhanen  W.  Chase,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed at  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  by  Mr.  Dale's 
brother.  Rev.  Wesley  W.  Dale.  There  are 
no  children  by  this  union.  Mr.  Dale  holds 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Franklin,  and  socially  he  is  a  Grand 
Army  man,  affiliated  with  Maj.  W.  B.  Mays 
Post,  No.  220,  at  Fraijklin. 

Isa  H.  Dale  was  born  Oct.  15,  1872, 
in  Shamburg,  Venango  county,  which  is  in 
Oil  Creek  township,  and  was  reared  in  Cran- 
berry township,  where  he  b^an  his  literary 
education  as  a  pupil  in  the  Hughes  school. 
His  higher  studies  were  pursued  m  the  Ohio 
Northern  University,  at  Ada,  Ohio,  and  on 
his  return  to  Venango  county  to  enter  business 
life  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  production 
of  oil,  which  had  been  a  familiar  subject  to 
him  always.  He  has  enlarged  his  knowledge 
of  the  industry  steadily  with  experience,  and 
has  made  it  his  principal  occupation,  having 
met  with  encouraging  success  in  all  his  ven- 
tures. His  interests  are  now  extensive,  in- 
cluding leases  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Cran- 
berry township.  Personally,  also,  he  is  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  township,  taking  a 
keen  interest  in  its  welfare  both  materially  and 
socially.  He  has  long  been  one  of  the  most 
zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Franklin,  which  he  is  serving  of- 
ficially at  present  as  trustee.  He  has  also 
been  active  in  the  Sunday  school,  having  been 
teacher  of  the  Bible  class  for  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Dale  married  Anna  Conn,  daughter  of 
William  Conn,  of  Holmesville,  Ohio,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Ehvight  C, 
Wayne  B.,  Glenn  R.  and  Louise  L. 

Oscar  M.  Dale  was  bom  in  Cranberry 
township  May  20,  1876,  and  was  there  reared. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  local 
public  schools  and  those  of  Franklin,  and  he 
did  advanced  work  in  the  Ohio  Northern  Uni- 
versity at  Ada,  Ohio,  and  the  Illinois  Art 
School  at  Rockford,  111.  Like  his  brother  he 
took  up  work  in  the  oil  fields  of  Venango 
county  upon  his  return  here,  and  has  con- 
tinued the  same  business  ever  since,  adding  to 
his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now 
extensively  interested.  He  and  his  brother 
are  associated  in  the  ownership  and  o|>eration 
of  one  lease  on  the  old  home  place  in  Cran- 
berry township,  and  he  is  operating  with  his 
father  at  Titusville,  besides  carrying  on  in- 
dividual production.  With  the  enterprise  typi- 
cal of  the  family,  he  has  gained  a  substantial 


position  among  local  producers,  and  he  has  a 
personal  stanmng  equally  enviable.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Franklin. 

By  his  marriage  to  May  Irene  Ellis,  dau^- 
ter  of  George  O.  Ellis,  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  Mr. 
Dale  has*a  family  of  three  children,  namely; 
Loraine,  Madeline  and  Foster. 

DAVID  KENNEDY  JOHNSTON,  of  Oil 
City,  is  particularly  well  known  in  official  cir- 
cles, having  a  record  of  public  service  equalled 
by  few  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  still  a 
member  of  the  council,  and  having  had  an  all- 
around  experience  in  other  departments  of  the 
city  government  is  regarded  as  an  authoritative 
counselor,  his  reputation  for  disinterested  ac- 
tion giving  his  opinion  added  weight.  As  a 
business  man  Mr.  Johnston  has  been  one  of 
the  most  successful  drillers  in  the  Pennsylvania 
oil  and  gas  territory,  with  oil  production  as  an 
auxiliary  interest,  and  his  social  connections 
indicate  that  he  is  in  touch  with  the  life  of  his 
community  at  many  points. 

Mr.  Johnston  is  a  native  of  Erie  county,  Pa., 
bom  Oct.  26,  185 1,  son  of  James  Johnston, 
whose  birthplace  was  Center  county,  this  State, 
and  who  located  in  Erie  county  before  his  mar- 
riage. He  came  with  his  family  to  Oil  City 
in  1864,  during  the  early  part  of  the  excite- 
ment over  the  oil  discoveries,  and  engaged  in 
the  production  of  oil  in  the  vicinity,  up  Oil 
creek  and  along  the  Allegheny  river.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  first  men  to  undertake 
the  refining  of  oil,  and  met  with  substantial 
success  in  his  efforts,  remaining  in  Oil  City 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jane  Kennedy,  survived  him  one  year,  reach- 
ing the  same  age.  She  was  a  native  of  the 
North  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and 
came  to  America  in  childhood.  Of  the  five 
children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  John- 
ston two  are  deceased,  Nancy  J.  and  James 
H.,  the  latter  an  engineer  on  the  Western 
New  York  &  Pennsylvania  railroad;  Clark 
P.,  now  a  resident  of  Kansas,  and  George  E., 
of  Oil  City,  are  twins;  David  Kennedy  com- 
pletes the  family. 

David  Kennedy  Johnston  lived  in  his  na- 
tive county  until  his  thirteenth  year,  and  up 
to  that  time  attended  the  common  schocrfs. 
Accompanying  his  parents  to  Oil  City  in  1864, 
he  was  soon  afterward  at  work  drilling  oil 
wells,  and  his  occupation  has  always  been  in 
the  same  line,  his  operations  being  principally 
in  Venango  and  surrounding  counties  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  West  Virginia  and  Ohio.  As 
soon  as  possible  he  began  drilling  on  his  own 
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account,  becoming  well  and  favorably  known 
in  the  oil  and  gas  fields,  where  he  has  put  down 
many  wells.  Mr.  Johnston  has  also  bored  sev- 
eral large  water  wells  in  Center  and  Hunting- 
don counties.  Pa.  His  investments  in  oil  pro- 
ducing property  are  entirely  in  Venango  coun- 
ty and  have  yielded  well. 

A  ntmiber  of  years  ago  Mr.  Johnston  became 
identified  with  the  administration  of  city  af- 
fairs, and  showed  himself  so  well  qualified  for 
such  responsibility  that  he  has  been  retained 
in  office  for  a  long  period.  Before  the  city 
adopted  the  commission  form  of  government 
he  was  elected  to  both  branches  of  the  old 
council,  was  one  of  the  first  councilmen  under 
the  new  dispensation,  elected  in  191 3,  and  is 
now  filling  his  third  successive  term,  having 
charge  of  the  water  department  and  city  prop- 
erty. For  several  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  school  board,  and  he  has  also  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  health  board,  in  both  associations 
giving  notable  service  in  establishing  up-to- 
date  conditions  in  the  community,  with  an  eye 
to  the  future  as  well  as  the  present  good.  All 
local  questions  receive  his  consideration  and 
careful  thought,  and  he  supports  good  meas- 
ures regardless  of  their  origin.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat  in  national  issues.  Mr.  John- 
ston was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Home 
Savings  &  Loan  Association  of  Oil  City  and 
serves  as  one  of  its  directors,  having  sincere 
faith  in  the  value  of  such  bodies  for  stimu- 
lating thrift.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ivy 
Club  and-Wanango  Club,  a  trustee  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  Mason 
in  fraternal  affiliation,  holding  membership 
in  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  both  of  Oil 
City,  as  well  as  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree. 

Mr.  Johnston  resides  at  No.  500  West  Third 
street.  Oil  City.  In  1881  he  married  Cath- 
erine Eckman,  who  died  leaving  one  child, 
Nettie  J.,  and  his  second  marriage  was  to 
Bessie  M.  Murdoch,  of  Oil  City. 

GEORGE  KING  MOFFETT,  the  leading 
liveryman  at  Franklin,  is  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness established  by  his  father  over  fifty  years 
ago,  and  the  concern  is  now  undoubtedly  the 
oldest  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  business  methods  and  standards  have  been 
kept  faithfully  up  to  the  high  level  set  by  the 
founder,  who  adhered  strictly  to  the  most  hon- 
orable principles  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow  men,  his  personal  as  well  as  his  gen- 
eral relations  with  others  being  of  the  most 
agreeable  character.    Byron  MoflFett  came  to 


Venango  county  in  the  sixties,  and  soon  set- 
tled in  Franklin,  where  he  was  esteemed  for 
both  his  substantial  worth  and  his  admirable 
personality,  holding  the  affectionate  regard  of 
everyone  who  knew  him. 

The  Moffetts  are  an  old  American  family, 
coming  to  this  section  from  New  Jersey,  where 
Martin  Abraham  Moflfett,  grandfather  of 
George  King  MoflFett,  spent  all  his  life.  He 
was  bom  at  Martinsville,  that  State,  and  died 
at  Scotch  Plains  when  about  forty-five  years 
old.  Though  educated  for  the  medical  pro- 
fession he  did  not  feel  that  he  could  stand 
the  arduous  work  of- practice,  and  he  followed 
the  hatter's  trade  throughout  his  active  years. 
His  wife,  Eliza  (Wilcox),  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight.  Their  children  were:  Byron; 
Mary  A.,  Mrs.  William  F.  Hamilton;  John 
W. ;  Louise,  Mrs.  William  H.  Kendrick; 
Emma,  Mrs.  Edward  Penning;  and  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  George  M.  King.  Three  of  the  daughters 
were  living  at  the  time  of  Byron  MoflFett's 
death,  Mrs.  Kendrick  being  a  resident  of, 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

Byron  MoflFett  was  bom  Jan.  i,  1835,  ^it 
Scotch  Plains,  in  Essex  (now  Union)  county, 
N.  J.,  near  Plainfield,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  State,  living  in  various  parts 
of  New  Jersey  prior  to  his  removal  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. As  he  was  a  competent  mechanic  he  had 
no  trouble  in  finding  employment  about  the 
oil  fields,  and  he  was  engaged  in  that  capacity 
in  the  oil  territory  of  Venango  and  adjoining 
counties  for  a  few  years.  In  1866  he  settled  at 
Franklin  and  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
and  being  the  first  to  embark  in  that  line  in 
this  section  benefited  by  the  prosperous  con- 
ditions then  prevailing  here  on  account  of  the 
activity  in  the  oil  fields,  doing  well  from  the 
beginning.  In  July,  1876,  he  purchased  the 
local  omnibus  line  then  in  operation,  and  con- 
ducted it  along  with  his  origfinal  venture,  also 
having  carriages  for  hire.  Mr.  MoflFett  always 
kept  his  stables  up-to-date  in  equipment  and 
management,  improving  and  adding  to  his 
facilities  as  trade  justified,  and  giving  his 
patrons  the  best  possible  service,  promptly 
and  courteously  rendered.  His  success  was 
laid  on  the  substantial  foundation  of  good 
business  methods,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  was  due  almost  as  much  to  his  attempt 
to  carry  out  a  sincere  desire  to  please  inherent, 
in  his  nature  and  just  as  necessary  to  be  grati- 
fied for  his  own  satisfaction  as  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  those  which  whom  he  had 
dealings.  He  was  kindly  in  his  intercourse 
with  all.  and  the  attitude  of  his  employes  to- 
ward him  was  a  tribute  to  his  character  which 
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any  man  might  prize.  It  was  said  that  **his 
life  always  served  as  an  example  and  an  in- 
spiration to  those  about  him/'  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Franklin  Feb.  19,  1905, 
brought  expressions  of  grief  from  all  classes 
of  his  townsmen.  He  is  buried  in  Franklin 
cemetery.  Mr.  Moffett  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  a  progressive,  public- 
spirited  citizen  in  all  matters  affecting  his  home 
community.  He  was  ever  an  active  worker  in 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Franklin,  of  which 
he  had  been  a  charter  member,  being  outlived 
by  only  two  other  charter  members.  Gen. 
Charles  Miller  and  D.  W.  Morgan,  former 
postmaster  of  Franklin.  Fraternally  he  affili- 
ated with  a  number  of  secret  organizations  in 
Franklin:  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Venango  Lodge,  No.  225,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Frank- 
lin Lodge,  No.  3,  A.  O.  U.  W. ;  the  Knights 
of  Honor;  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men;  and 
Franklin  City  Lodge,  No.  448,  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

On  March  19,  1855,  Mr.  Moffett  was  mar- 
ried, at  Rahway,  N.  J.,  to  Phoebe  C.  C.  Marsh, 
who  was  born  Sept.  22,  1838,  and  died  Nov. 
26,  1886,  at  Franklin,  Pa.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  this  union,  Frank,  born  Dec.  30,  1859, 
died  Nov.  25,  1861 ;  Fanny,  bom  Nov.  5,  1862, 
married  Fred  H.  Hillman,  formerly  of  Find- 
lay,  Ohio,  and  is  now  living  at  Berkeley,  Cal. ; 
Mary  M.,  bom  April  24,  1865,  died  July  26, 
1865 :  Kate,  bom  May  24,  1868,  married  Jud- 
son  E.  McClintock,  of  Oil  City,  now  of  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.;  George  King  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Hattie,  born  June  10,  1877,  died  Feb. 
14,  1906.  On  April  16,  1888,  Mr.  Moffett  mar- 
ried (second)  Mrs.  Sally  Sophronia  King,  of 
Franklin,  who  survives  him. 

George  King  Moffett  was  bom  Feb.  17,  187 1, 
in  Franklin,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  city.  As  the  only  son, 
his  father  looked  to  him  for  assistance  in  busi- 
ness, and  he  was  brought  up  with  a  thorough 
familiarity  with  his  father's  affairs  which  en- 
abled him  to  be  of  great  value  in  the  estab- 
lishment from  an  early  age.  At  the  time  of 
his  father's  death  he  took  over  the  trade,  which 
he  has  conducted  with  the  same  success  which 
marked  his  father's  management.  The  nec- 
essarv  modem  features  have  been  added  dur- 
ing his  ownership,  including  taxi  service.  Like 
his  father,  Mr.  Moffett  has  shown  himself  de- 
serving of  the  patronage  of  his  fellow  citizens 
by  his  efforts  to  afford  them  the  best  possible 
advantafi^es.  and  their  loyal  and  lonc^-continued 
custom  IS  a  mark  of  appreciation  which  he  val- 
ues properly.  He  mingles  with  them  socially  as 


a  member  of  the  Washington  and  Franklin 
Clubs,  the  B.  P.  O.  EUcs,  and  the  Masonic 
fratemity,  in  the  latter  connection  affiliating 
with  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Ve- 
nango Chapter,  No.  211,  R.  A.  M. ;  Keystone 
Council,  No.  42,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Franklin  Com- 
mandery.  No.  44,  K.  T.  (all  of  Franklin)  ; 
and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S., 
of   Erie,   Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Moffett  married  Ruth  Beers,  daughter 
of  Frank  L  and  Gertrude  A.  (Hoover)  Beers 
and  granddaughter  of  the  late  Henry  L  Beers, 
of  Oil  City.  They  have  two  children,  Marion 
Annette  and  George  King,  Jr. 

JOHN  CLINTON  SURRENA,  of  CUnton- 
ville,  bears  a  name  long  held  in  respect  and 
honor  in  southern  Venango  county,  with 
whose  civil  and  industrial  history  and  ad- 
vancement it  has  been  associated  from  pioneer 
times.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  large  farm  just 
north  of  the  borough  settled  by  his  grand- 
father one  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  one 
of  the  oldest  improved  properties  in  this  sec- 
tion, the  birthplace  of  himself  and  his  father. 
EacK  generation  has  contributed  its  share  to 
the  development  of  this  land,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  holdings  in  the  locality. 
The  present  owner  has  found  it  particularly 
profitable  as  oil  bearing  territory,  and  as  a 
business  man  he  gives  most  of  his  attention  to 
the  oil  industry,  there  and  at  other  points 
where  he  has  acquired  such  interests. 

Mr.  Surrena  was  born  Feb.  20,  1867,  son 
of  John  Surrena  and  grandson  of  Philip  Sur- 
rena. The  latter  came  hither  from  West- 
moreland county  about  1798  with  his  sister, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Baker  and  later  Nathan 
Jones,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  It  is  not 
known  where  they  were  bom,  but  they  were  at 
least  of  German  parentage.  One  brother* 
Samuel,  remained  in  Westmoreland  county. 
Philip  Surrena  settled  on  the  farm  in  what  is 
now  Qinton  township,  above  mentioned,  and 
resided  there  until  the  close  of  his  long  life, 
his  death  occurring  in  1869,  when  he  was 
ninety-four  years  old.  He  owned  228  acres, 
and  had  placed  about  one  hundred  acres  of 
that  area  under  cultivation  during  his  active 
years.  In  the  course  of  a  prosperous  life  he 
also  acquired  other  lands,  being  able  to  give  a 
farm  to  each  of  his  six  sons.  At  an  early  day 
he  built  a  sawmill  on  his  home  place,  with  an 
old-fashioned  upright  saw,  and  it  was  in  op- 
eration until  about  1875,  his  son  John  operat- 
ing it  after  his  father  gave  up  active  duties. 
He  also  owned  a  flour  mill  in  Irwin  township, 
which  stood  at  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
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G'lmore  mill,  and  his  son  Philip  carried  this 
on  for  years.  After  his  arrival  in  Venango 
cotinty  Philip  Surrena  married  Elizabeth 
Baker  and  they  were  among  the  original 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  CHntonville.  Their  family  consisted  of  six 
sens  and  five  daughters,  as  follows:  Joseph 
received  from  his  father  a  200-acre  farm  in 
Irwin  township,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years;  William 
was  given  a  farm  in  Butler  county,  where  he 
died  when  eighty-five  years  old;  George,  who 
lived  in  Irwin  township,  attained  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years;  Richard,  who  followed 
blacksmithing  and  fanning  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, died  at  .the  age  of  fifty-seven  years; 
Philip  eventually  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he 
died  when  seventy-five  years  old ;  John  is  men- 
ticmed  below;  Catherine,  who  married  John 
Ghost,  lived  near  the  old  farm  and  reached  her 
one  hundredth  year ;  Ann  married  John  Zahn- 
izer,  and  removed  to  Mercer  county,  residing 
near  Jackson  Center,  where  she  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
middle  age,  married  Joseph  Say  and  lived  in 
Scrubgrass  township;  Eve  married  Benjamin 
Chamberlain  and  died  in  New  York  State; 
Nancy  married  John  Kilpatrick  and  for  a  time 
lived  next  to  the  old  farm,  later  moving  to  the 
Gilmore  mill  and  finally  to  her  present  home 
in  Scrubgrass  township,  she  being  now  in  her 
ninety-first  year  and  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family.  Philip  Surrena,  the  father,  was  in 
the  army  during  the  war  of  1812. 

John  Surrena,  son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth 
(Baker)  Surrena,  was  bom  in  Clinton  town- 
ship July  II,  1833,  and  died  in  1903,  in  his 
seventy-first  year.  He  cultivated  the  home 
farm  and  improved  it  considerably,  develop- 
ing the  oil  to  some  extent  and  building  the 
house  and  large  bam  which  were  burned  in 
1917.  He  also  operated  the  sawmill  until  it 
was  Abandoned  in  1875.  In  1859,  in  his 
twenty-seventh  year,  Mr.  Surrena  married 
Mary  Hoffman,  who  was  about  the  same  a^e 
and  died  long  before  him,  passing  away  m 
1881  when  forty-eight  years  old.  They  are 
buried  in  the  M.  E.  cemetery.  Of  their  three 
children,  Elizabeth*  Jane  is  the  wife  of  T.  R. 
Martin  and  living  near  Grove  City,  Mercer 
county;  Philip  James,  who  died  unmarried  at 
the  age  of  thirty-eight  years,  had  always  lived 
at  the  old  home  and  was  engaged  as  an  oil 
producer;  John  Clinton  completes  the  family. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Hoffman)  Surrena  was  a 
daughter  of  "Big  John"  Hoffman,  wagon- 
maker,  whose  shop  was  on  the  Emlenton  road 
a  mile  east  of  Qintonville.    Besides  following 


his  trade  he  made  most  of  the  coffins  needed 
in  his  neighborhood. 

John  Clinton  Surrena  has  spent  most  of  his 
life  on  the  old  Surrena  farm,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Six 
years  ago  he  removed  to  the  torough  of  Qin- 
tonville, where  he  has  erected  a  neat  and  con- 
veniently arranged  home  for  his  family. 
Though  he  continues  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm  to  some  extent  his  principal  attention  is 
devoted  to  the  development  of  its  oil  resources, 
he  having  had  charge  of  all  the  exploitation 
and  production  work  there,  though  some  of  it 
has  been  prosecuted  under  lease.  Mr.  Sur- 
rena is  engaged  in  drilling  and  general  contract 
work  in  partnership  with  Martin  Hoffman, 
operating  two  strings  of  drilling  tools,  and  he 
has  sunk  most  of  the  wells  on  his  own  land, 
but  he  is  interested  in  only  one  company  pro- 
ducing there,  which  owns  eleven  of  the  thirty- 
four  wells  now  pumping.  He  also  has  an  in- 
terest in  one  company  owning  a  lease  in  Butler 
county,  with  six  wells  producing;  a  lease  in 
Clinton  tow^nship  where  seven  wells  are  in 
operation,  and  another  with  six  wells.  He 
purchased  213  acres  of  land  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship, Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  but  sold  this  tract  after 
a  few  years'  ownership.  With  all  his  numer- 
ous concerns  of  a  business  nature  Mr.  Surrena 
has  found  time  to  attend  to  his  duties  as  a 
good  citizen.  Like  his  ancestors  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  political  faith. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-two  years  Mr.  Surrena 
was  married  to  Catherine  Walter,  daughter  of 
F.  M.  and  Louwisa  (Stewart)  Walter,  resi- 
dents of  Irwin  township,  granddaughter  of 
Philip  Walter,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
John  Walter,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  that 
township,  mention  of  whom  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Surrena's  par- 
ents are  both  deceased,  the  father  having  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Surrena:  Mary 
Zee,  who  graduated  from  the  Clintonville  high 
school  in  June,  1918,  and  is  now  attending 
school  at  Slippery  Rock,  Pa. ;  and  Elizabeth 
Kathr}'n,  a  high  school  student  in  Clintonville 
now. 

H.  GORDON  JOHNSON  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  administration  of  public  affairs 
in  Venango  county  as  register,  recorder  and 
clerk  of  the  Orphans'  court  since  1909,  having 
the  distinction  of  being  the  only  incumbent  of 
that  office  honored  with  a  third  term.  He  has 
enjoyed  similar  popularity  in  his  other  con- 
nections, having  been  county  chairman  of  the 
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Republican  party  for  the  last  five  years,  a 
prominent  town  official  in  his  home  place,  Oil 
City,  an  officer  in  the  National  Guard  and  a 
newspaper  man  of  recognized  ability,  with  an 
extensive  acquaintanceship  augmented  from 
all  these  sources.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  native  of 
Venango  county,  bom  May  3,  1865,  at  what 
was  then  known  as  Waterloo,  now  Polk,  son 
of  Robert  A.  Johnson.  His  father  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany A,  41st  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  dur- 
ing his  service  receiving  injuries  which  re- 
sulted fatally  shortly  after  the  war.  He  died 
in  Missouri. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  reared  in  Franklin,  Pa., 
where  he  had  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  and  early  employment  which  encour- 
aged him  to  keep  up  his  studies,  learning  the 
printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Venango 
Spectator,  He  made  good  progress  in  his  call- 
ing, later  becoming  a  one-third  owner  of  the 
Evening  News  of  Franklin,  with  which  he  con- 
tinued his  connection  for  three  years.  His 
next  work  was  in  the  government  printing 
office  at  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  period  of  eight  years,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  returning  to  Venango  county  and 
locating  in  Oil  City,  where  he  has  since  main- 
tained his  home.  There  also  he  followed  his 
early  calling,  being  superintendent  of  the  me- 
chanical department  of  the  Oil  City  Derrick 
for  thirteen  years,  until  he  assumed  the  duties 
of  his  present  position.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
elected  county  register  and  recorder  and  clerk 
of  the  Orphans'  court  in  the  fall  of  1908,  and 
took  office  at  the  beginning  of  1909,  serving 
his  third  successive  term  at  the  present  writ- 
ing. His  two  reelections  are  the  best  possible 
comment  upon  the  quality  of  his  services,  and 
the  satisfaction  they  have  given.  He  has  taken 
a  public-spirited  part  in  promoting  the  best 
interests  of  Oil  City,  and  prior  to  the  present 
municipal  organization  ser\'ed  as  burgess  of 
what  was  formerly  West  End  borough,  now 
forming  part  of  Oil  City ;  he  was  instrumental 
in  the  work  of  incorporation,  as  he  has  been 
in  other  projects  of  distinct  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania National  Guard  for  eight  years,  for 
some  time  as  first  sergeant  of  Company  F, 
i6th  Regiment,  and  also  served  on  General 
Wiley's  staff.  At  present  he  is  serving  with 
John  L.  Shaffer  (president)  and  Dr.  J.  P. 
Strayer,  by  appointment,  as  a  member  of  the 
exemption  board  of  District  No.  2,  Venango 
county,  with  office  at  Oil   City.    He  is  well 


known  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he 
joined  originally  at  Washington,  later  trans- 
ferring his  blue  lodge  membership  to  Lodje 
No.  344,  of  Oil  City.  He  also  affiliates  \vi± 
the  chapter,  commandery,  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion and  Zem  Zem  Shrine,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S., 
of  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Johnson  married  Catherine  Humphrey, 
daughter  of  James  and  Lucinda  Humphrey, 
and  their  family  consists  of  three  children, 
namely:  Robert  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Port- 
land, Oregon,  who  is  married  and  has  two 
children,  one  son  and  one  daughter;  Newton, 
of  Oil  City,  who  is  married  and  has  one  son ; 
and  Helen,  living  at  home. 

ERNEST  A.  BURCH  is  well  known  in 
business  and  social  circles  in  Oil  City,  where 
he  has  resided  since  1900.  His  associations 
in  material  and  personal  interests  have  been 
of  the  worthiest  character,  establishing  him 
firmly  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. Mr.  Burch  is  of  New  England  birth 
and  lineage,  having  been  bom  in  1872  at  Falls 
Village,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of  Rev.  B. 
H.  Burch,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal denomination  connected  with  the  New 
York  Conference  and  now  living  retired  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  New  York  State  was 
the  field  of  most  of  his  active  ministerial  work. 

Mr.  Burch  was  carefully  educated,  attending 
the  academy  at  Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  began  to  work  regularly  as  errand  boy 
in  a  store.  Soon  afterward  he  entered  upon 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  tailors  trade,  and 
when  opportunity  offered  went  to  New  York 
City  to  work  at  the  business  under  the  best 
conditions,  remaining  there  until  his  removal 
to  Oil  City  in  1900.  For  several  years  follow- 
ing he  was  employed  here  by  McCuen  &  Co., 
leaving  that  house  to  start  business  on  his  own 
account  in  1908.  He  conducted  an  up-to-date 
merchant  tailoring  establishment  at  No.  16 
Seneca  street,  commanding  a  large  share  of  the 
most  exacting  patronage  in  and  around  Oil 
City,  until  he  sold  out  Aug.  i,  1918.  Mr.  Burch 
is  thoroughly  progressive,  and  he  never  neg- 
lected any  detail  of  his  business  which  would 
benefit  his  patrons,  who  appreciated  the  con- 
venience of  having  prompt  ser\^ice  and  the  best 
the  clothing  market  affords  without  going 
abroad  for  it.  Mr.  Burch  had  a  reputation  for 
keeping  in  touch  with  the  best  ideas  prevail- 
ing in  regard  to  men's  dress,  and  his  patrons 
found  that  he  could  be  trusted  to  look  after 
their  interests  in  his  line.  His  stand  in  busi- 
ness is  substantial,  the  reward  of  invariably 
reliable  transactions. 
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Mr.  Burch  married  Lena  Suhr,  daughter  of 
the  late  Henry  Suhr,  who  is  fully  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Ernest  Suhr  Burch.  Mr.  Burch  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  leading  social  organizations  of 
the  city,  the  Ivy,  Venango,  Wanango,  Acacia 
and  Oil  City  Boat  Clubs,  and  he  is  a  Mason 
fraternally,  affiliated  with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No. 
363,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  K.  T. ; 
Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection ;  Pittsburgh  Con- 
sistory ;  and  Zem  Zem  Shrine,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M. 
S.,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

HENRY  C.  MAYS,  a  resident  of  Rockland 
township,  bears  a  name  which  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  and  progress  of 
that  section  for  the  last  century  and  more, 
he  being  of  the  fourth  generation  of  his  fam- 
ily in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  early 
representatives  in  America  came  from  Scot- 
land and  settled  in  South  Carolina.  Thomas 
Mays,  his  great-grandfather,  was  born  in  Scot- 
land and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  after  which  he  settled  at  Millers  Comers, 
Qarion  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He 
wsfs  a  miller  and  millwright  by  occupation, 
and  down  to  the  present  there  have  always 
been  some  of  his  posterity  engaged  in  the  same 
calling. 

Thomas  W.  Mays,  grandfather  of  Henry 
C.  Mays,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  His 
first  settlement  in  Pennsylvania  was  made  in 
Westmoreland  county,  whence  he  removed  to 
Venango  county  in  1808,  establishing  his  home 
in  that  part  now  included  in  Qarion  county. 
In  1817  he  located  in  Richland  township,  on 
Mill  creek,  where  in  partnership  with  John 
Myers  he  erected  the  first  mill  in  the  township, 
a  log  gristmill  on  the  site  later  occupied  by 
the  Giering  mill.  Later  he  removed  to  Pine 
Hill,  in  the  western  part  of  Rockland  town- 
ship, and  in  company  with  his  brother  George 
built  a  mill  on  Mays  run.  He  carried  on  farm- 
ing in  connection  with  milling,  and  had  a  long 
and  prosperous  life,  dying  in  1873  ^^  ^^^  ^S^ 
of  eighty-eight  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  During  the  war  of  1812 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  militia, 
belonging  to  the  Richland  Rifle  Company,  with 
which  he  went  to  Lake  Erie  to  defend  the 
State  against  British  invasion.  He  married 
Henrietta  Myers,  who  also  lived  to  advanced 
age,  and  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children: 
Polly,  Mrs.  Karns;  Henry,  who  died  aged 
seventy-two  years  at  Sandy  creek,  in  Rock- 
land township  (he  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  in  the  biography  of  his  son,  George 


E.  Mays)  ;  James,  who  lived  in  Erie  county, 
Pa. ;  Sarah,  Mrs.  David  Shaw ;  George  W., 
who  lived  at  the  mill  on  Big  Sandy,  and  died 
in  Franklin;  Nancy,  who  married  Moses 
White,  of  Rockland  Station,  and  after  his 
death  lived  at  Pittsville,  this  county,  dying 
when  past  eighty;  Henrietta,  who  married 
Barney  Shoup  and  died  in  Franklin;  John, 
who  lived  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania; 
Jesse;  Lewis  A.,  father  of  Henry  C.  Mays; 
Emily  J.,  Mrs.  Morrow ;  and  Oliver  P.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Rockland  township,  who  lived  to  be 
over  seventy.  All  reared  families.  Four  of 
the  sons  followed  milling:  George  W.,  John, 
Jesse  (of  Rockland  township)  and  Henry. 
Two  sons-in-law,  Barney  Shoup  and  David 
Shaw,  were  also  millers,  the  latter  establishing 
the  first  carding  mill  in  Rockland  township. 

Lewis  A.  Mays  was  bom  March  20,  1831, 
at  Giering's  mill  in  Richland  township,  Ven- 
ango county,  and  was  reared  to  his  father's 
occupation,  helping  to  build  the  mill  on  Mays 
nm,  above  mentioned,  as  well  as  a  number 
of  other  mills  in  this  section.  He  continued  to 
follow  millwrighting  up  to  the  age  of  forty 
years,  and  meantime,  in  1857,  bought  the  old 
Mays  farm  in  Rockland  township,  then  an  un- 
improved tract  in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  only 
five  of  the  1 10  acres  being  cleared.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  after  establishing  his  home  there 
he  devoted  much  time  to  building,  putting  up 
houses  and  bams  as  well  as  mills,  part  of  the 
time  employed  at  Franklin.  He  also  operated 
a  sawmill  on  Sandy  creek  for  two  years.  But 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the 
improvement  of  his  farm,  sixty  acres  of  which 
he  managed  to  bring  under  cultivation,  and 
there  he  died  in  1895,  after  being  incapaci- 
tated by  paralysis  for  three  or  four  years.  He 
was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  served  his 
fellow  citizens  faithfully  as  member  of  the 
school  board,  doing  his  share  to  bring  about 
desirable  conditions  in  the  township.  On  Sept. 
9,  1 85 1,  Mr.  Mays  married  Ruth  fiurgwin,  a 
native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  daughter  of 
Edward  Burg^in,  a  miner,  who  lived  east  of 
the  mountains  for  some  time  before  settling 
in  this  portion  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Burg^\'in 
owned  four  hundred  acres  in  this  vicinity,  hav- 
ing bought  land  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of 
Davis  Corners,  part  of  whiqji  is  still  owned 
by  his  son  Stephen.  The  father  died  when 
sixty-four  or  sixty-five  years  old.  Mrs.  Mays 
was  three  years  old  when  the  family  came 
from  England,  and  a  young  girl  when  they 
settled  in  Venango  county,  where  the  rest  of 
her  life  was  spent,  her  death  occurring  at  the 
age  of  sixty- four  years.    Of  the  nine  children 
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bom  to  her  marriage  with  Lewis  A.  Mays  one 
son,  William,  the  second  child,  was  acciden- 
tally killed  when  fourteen  years  old;  Zelma, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Bell,  lives  on  the  farm  adjoining 
her  brother  Henry;  Edward  W.,  who  is  un- 
married, is  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Henry  C. ;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  George  E. 
Mays,  of  Franklin,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work ;  Sarah,  who  was  formerly  a  teacher, 
is  the  wife  of  George  L.  Jack,  of  Nickleville, 
this  county;  Henrietta  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Ginter,  pf  Davis  Comers;  Ristora,  who  is 
unmarried,  was  formerly  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Venango  county,  and  now  resides  with  her 
brother  Henry;  Horatio  P.  lives  on  the  old 
farm. 

Henry  C.  Mays  was  born  March  26,  1858, 
on  a  farm  adjoining  his  present  home  place, 
which  is  ten  miles  southeast  of  Franklin  in 
Rockland  township.  He  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  public  schools,  and  remained 
at  home  until  seventeen  years  old,  spending 
the  next  four  years  in  milling  near  Titusville, 
becoming  miller  at  the  Diamond  mill.  Return- 
ing to  the  farm  when  twenty-one  years  old, 
he  worked  there  for  the  four  years  following, 
until  he  began  operations  in  the  oil  fields. 
In  company  with  his  brother  Edward  he 
bought  a  string  of  tools  and  engaged  as  a  drill- 
ing contractor,  their  activities  in  Venango  and 
Butler  counties  during  the  succeeding  three 
years  being  mostly  in  the  sinking  of  big  wells, 
in  which  they  generally  received  a  share  as 
their  pay.  They  then  began  to  operate  on  the 
farm  where  they  now  reside,  in  1893  leasing 
three  adjoining  tracts  and  for  a  time  working 
in  partnership  with  J.  W.  Fielder,  whom  they 
bought  out.  Their  first  production  was  a 
smaJl  one,  but  they  continued  drilling  as  well 
as  producing  on  those  leases  for  over  twenty 
years,  until  forty  wells  had  been  sunk,  thirty 
being  producers,  twenty-eight  of  which  are 
still  yielding,  and  paying  well.  At  Coal  City, 
five  miles  west  of  their  home  location,  the 
bnothers  bought  two  leases  comprising  125 
acres  with  seven  wells  in  operation,  and  have 
sunk  fifty  since,  with  the  rather  remarkable 
record  of  striking  no  dry  holes,  all  of  the  fifty- 
seven  still  producing.  Only  about  half  of  the 
home  lease  has  been  developed,  their  rights 
in  that  territory  including  the  oil  on  the  old 
home  farm  and  two  properties  adjoining,  one 
the  C.  B.  Neeley  farm;  they  bought  the  fee 
of  these  two  tracts,  with  an  area  of  130  acres, 
in  191 7,  and  are  prepared  to  continue  pro- 
duction more  extensively  than  ever.  The  Mays 
Brothers  bought  leases  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  and  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  which  two 


counties  adjoin,  with  five  wells  yielding  at  the 
time  they  took  possession,  and  they  have  sunk 
fifty-two  more  there,  all  of  which  are  produc- 
ing a  fine  grade  of  oil.  Their  success  may 
be  attributed  largely  to  good  judgment  and 
ability  in  valuing  oil  territory,  which  has  been 
amply  proved  by  the  fact  that  all  the  wells 
they  have  sunk  have  proved  profitable  pro- 
ducers. In  this  respect  they  have  a  record 
second  to  none  of  the  operators  in  the  various 
fields  which  they  have  entered.  Mr.  Mays  is 
a  good  citizen,  but  prefers  to  use  his  influ- 
ence unofficially,  taking  no  part  in  public  life. 
On  July  26,  1891,  Henry  C.  Mays  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  L.  Riley,  of  Chicago,  111.,  but  a 
native  of  Venango  county.  Pa.,  born  in  Cran- 
berry township,  daughter  of  Bernard  and 
Bridget  (Farley)  Riley,  at  one  time  farming 
people  in  Rockland  township.  Her  parents 
dying  in  Venango  county,  Mrs.  Mays  spent 
some  years  with  an  aunt  in  Chicago.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mays  have  two  children :  Anna  Belle  R., 
and  Henry  S.,  both  graduates  of  the  Franklin 
high  school,  and  living  at  home. 

OTTO  R.  T.  MUNDT,  architect  and  build- 
ing superintendent,  of  Oil  City,  has  been  en- 
gaged on  the  best  class  of  construction  woric 
in  Venango  county,  his  reputation  resting  on 
the  substantial  basis  of  creditable  accomplish- 
ments which'  speak  for  themselves. 

William  F.  Mundt,  his  father,  was  bom  and 
reared  in  Germany,  coming  to  the  United 
States  when  past  twenty-five  years  old.  He 
had  served  seven  years  in  the  German  army. 
By  trade  he  was  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and 
he  lived  for  a  few  years  at  Shippensville, 
Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  during  his  residence  putting 
up  most  of  the  barns  built  in  that  period  in 
the  vicinity.  Coming  to  the  Humboldt  Re- 
finery at  Plumer,  Venango  county,  as  boss  of 
construction,  he  built  the  first  brace  and  girt 
derrick  (the  first  Old  Standard  derrick) 
erected,  and  he  continued  in  that  line  of  work 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
fifty- four  years  old.  When  his  son  Otto  was 
about  two  years  old  he  returned  to  Germany 
with  his  family,  intending^  to  remain  there,  but 
he  came  back  to  the  United  States  and  re- 
sumed his  residence  at  Plumer,  where  he  died 
within  the  year.  His  wife,  Augusta,  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  They  are 
buried  at  Plumer.  They  were  Lutherans  in 
religion,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Mundt  was  a 
Democrat.  Of  their  family.  Henry  Charles, 
deceased,  was  a  resident  of  Oil  City :  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Morris  and  had  two  children.  Ma- 
bel and  Harr>\    Frederick  William,  of  Tulsa, 
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Okla.,  married  Susan  Qycle.  Clyde,  now  as- 
sociated with  the  Texas  Oil  Company,  was 
formerly  superintendent  of  schools  at  North 
Olean,  N.  Y.,  for  twenty-five  years,  and  taught 
German.  Albert  and  Rosie  died  in  infancy. 
Louis  Carl  is  superintendent  of  the  oil  prop- 
erty and  lease  of  the' Emerson  Company,  man- 
ufacturers of  casing  head  gasoline  at  Grand 
Valley,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.;  he  married  Mary 
Maginly,  and  their  children  are  Eva,  Leah, 
Hazel,  Frank  and  Zorah.  Otto  Rudolph  Theo- 
dore is  next  in  the  family.  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Hon.  Peter  Berry,  of  near  Plumer,  in  Corn- 
planter  township. 

Mrs.  Augusta  Mundt  was  one  of  seven 
daughters,  all  bom  in  Germany,  and  was  eight- 
een years  old  when  she  came  to  America,  the 
voyage,  made  in  a  sailing  vessel,  requiring 
sixteen  weeks.  Her  father,  who  was  a  com- 
mander in  the  Germany  army,*  was  killed  on 
dress  parade,  his  horse  jumping  a  ditch  and 
falling  on  him.  Of  his  family,  Caroline  mar- 
ried Charles  Sweethelm;  Augusta  married 
William  F.  Mundt ;  two  other  daughters  were 
Mrs.  August  Drager  and  Mrs.  Charles  Shot- 
tenburg. 

Otto  Rudolph  Theodore  Mundt  was  bom 
Dec.  29,  1865,  at  Plumer,  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
and  was  educated  in  public  schools  there.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  up  to  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years,  doing  agricultural  work  in  the 
summer  and  finding  employment  in  the  woods 
in  the  winter  until  about  twenty  years  old. 
when  he  took  up  carpentry  in  Oil  City.  After 
a  short  experience  with  Servey  &  Son  he 
joined  his  brother,  H.  C.  Mundt,  with  whom 
he  was  afterward  in  partnership  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  H.  C.  Mundt  &  Brother,  build- 
ing contractors,  in  that  connection  putting  up 
many  local  residences,  including  the  F.  V.  Mal- 
lery  home.  He  rebuilt  the  Seep  Brothers  hard- 
ware store,  the  Printz  building,  and  various 
other  stmctures,  being  busily  engaged  until 
he  severed  the  partnership  and  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1907.  as  superintendent  of  constmc- 
tion  for  the  Home  Bond  &  Building:  Company 
at  Loner  Beach,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
Since  his  return  to  Oil  City  he  has  been  occu- 
pied in  superintending  the  erection  of  build- 
ings for  various  builders,  including  the  VeRch 
building.  Parsons  Brothers  building,  the  Odd 
Fellows  building  and  the  George  Veach  resi- 
dence in  Oil  City,  as  well  as  the  Miller  apart- 
ments in  Franklin,  upon  which  he  spent  sixtv- 
seven  weeks.  He  retains  an  interest  in  the 
home  farm.  In  his  attitude  on  public  affairs 
Mr.  Mundt  is  thorouerhly  loval  to  the  welfare 
of  his  home  city  and  identified  with  progres- 


sive movements.    He  is  a  Republican  in  po- 
litical   principle,   and   an   Odd    Fellow    fra- 
ternally, affiliating  with  Oil  City  Lodge,  No. 
589,  of  which  he  is  a  past  grand. 

Mr.  Mundt  married  Mary  E.  Waitz,  who 
was  bom  at  Erie,  Pa.,  Nov.  30,  1867,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Bemice,  bora  July  21,  1900, 
who  was  graduated  from  the  Oil  City  high 
school  in  1917,  took  a  post-graduate  course  the 
year  following,  and  is  prepared  to  enter  Cor- 
nell University  in  the  fall  of  1918.  Mrs. 
Mundt ,  and  her  daughter  are  members  of 
Christ  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Mundt 
gives  his  support.  She  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day school,  completing  a  four  years'  course 
in  Sunday  School  Teacher  Training  in  1918, 
and  with  her  daughter  holds  n^embership  in 
the  King's  Daughters ;  is  a  member  of  the  Im- 
provement Club,  a  literary  organization  of  Oil 
City ;  and  a  member  of  Holly  Chapter,  No.  91, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

John  Waitz,  father  of  Mrs.  Otto  R.  T. 
Mundt.  was  born  about  1818  in  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, where  he  grew  up,  coming  to  America 
in  young  manhood.  In  New  York  he  met  and 
married  Louisa  Millitz,  who  as  a  young  girl 
left  Hamburg,  Germany,  with  a  company  of 
persecuted  Baptists  from  Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin,  and  landed  at  New  York,  after  a 
six  weeks*  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel.  The  col- 
onists were  held  over  in  New  York  for  a  num- 
ber of  weeks,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waitz  wiere 
married  there  meanwhile  by  Herr  Von  Put- 
kamer,  a  minister  in  the  Baptist  company, 
which  eventually  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  a 
settlement  was  made.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waitz  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y., 
where  they  remained  for  a  time,  Mr.  Waitz 
finding  employment  as  a  tank  mechanic,  and 
in  1867  they  removed  thence  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania oil  country,  locating  at  Oil  City,  v/here 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  oil  tanks 
and  barrels.  Later  they  lived  in  Erie,  Pa.,  for 
a  short  time,  retuming  to  Oil  City  in  1870,  in 
the  palmy  days  of  the  oil  business,  and  settling 
at  Rouseville,  where  he  died  in  August,  1882, 
at  the  aee  of  sixty-four  years.  His  wife, 
Louisa  (Millitz),  bom  in  October,  1835,  died 
in  January,  1901,  and  both  are  buried  in  Grove 
Hill  cemetery.  They  were  Baptists  in  relig- 
ious faith,  and  Mr.  Waitz  was  a  Republican 
in  political  opinion.  Five  children  were  bom 
to  their  marriage,  namely:  John  William,  de- 
ceased, who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  Louisa,  wife  of  Austin  Shanefelder,  of 
Oil  City,  and  mother  of  two  children.  Clar- 
ence and  Austin ;  Charles  Adam,  superintend- 
ent on  the  Steele  farm,  who  married  Minnie 
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Wrattan  and  has  three  children,  Howard,  Ma- 
bel and  Warren;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Mundt;  and 
Daniel,  who  died  on  the  Steele  farm  when 
thirty-one  years  old.  Mrs.  Shanefelder  and 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Waitz  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

JAMES  ALBERT  CHADWICK,  clerk  to 
the  county  commissioners  of  Venango  county, 
is  a  well  known  figure  in  the  younger  set  at 
Franklin.  He  is  prospering  in  business,  is  per- 
forming his  official  duties  efficiently,  is  promi- 
nent in  fraternal  circles — ^in  close  touch  with 
local  affairs  at  many  points.  Mr.  Chadwick 
comes  of  honorable  ancestry,  long  established 
in  this  country  and  for  several  generations 
resident  in  Venango  county,  where  his  grand- 
father settled  in  1834. 

The  Chadwick  family  is  of  English  origin 
and  of  ancient  record  in  the  Old  World,  the 
principal  line  dating  back  a  thousand  years. 
William,  Thomas  and  John  have  been  favor- 
ite names  in  the  family,  as  shown  by  its  an- 
nals as  far  back  as  the  Conquest.  The  name 
was  often  pronounced  Shaddock,  and  some- 
times written  that  way  by  those  who  bore  it. 
Charles  and  John  Chadwick  (supposedly 
brothers),  the  first  of  the  name  in  America, 
came  over  in  1630,  probably  in  Winthrop's 
fleet,  and  the  former  became  an  influential 
citizen  of  Watertown,  Mass.  He  married  and 
had  a  son  John ;  his  brother  John  also  had  a 
son  John,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
either  was  the  John  with  whom  the  line  of 
the  Franklin  (Pa.)  Chadwicks  begins.  One 
Thomas  Chadwick  had  sons,  but  nothing  is 
known  of  him  except  that  he  was  a  nephew 
of  Charles  (who  mentions  him  in  his  will) 
and  of  the  second  generation  in  America. 

There  were  Chadwicks  at  an  early  day  in 
New  Jersey,  where  Samuel  Chadwick  is  of 
record  as  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1668. 

John  Chadwick,  a  native  of  W^atertown, 
Mass.,  is  said  by  Savage  to  have  been  "prob- 
ably a  nephew  of  Charles  Chadwick  of  Water- 
town/*  but  it  is  not  definitely  known  who  his 
parents  \vere.  He  had  eight  children  by  his 
wife  Sarah,  as  shown  by  his  will,  which  was 
made  Jan.  31,  171 1,  and  probated  March  15th 
of  that  year.  One  of  his  sons  was  named  John. 

John  Chadwick,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
Chadwick,  was  bom  April  9,  1681,  in  Water- 
town,  and  died  there  in  September,  1768.  On 
March  19,  1701,  he  married  Hannah  Barstow, 
and  their  children  were:  Rebecca,  Michael, 
Hannah,  John  and  Mary. 

John  Chadwick,  son  of  John  and  Hannah 


(Barstow)  Chadwick,  was  bom  March  12, 
1713,  and  settled  in  Monmouth  county,  N.  J., 
where  he  is  listed  among  the  taxpayers  of  old 
Shrewsbury  township  in  1764.  He  was  killed 
April  18,  1783,  seven  days  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  a  band  of 
Hessian  refugees.  His  wife,  Martha  Ann 
(Jackson),  bom  Sept.  29,  17 13,  died  Oct.  22, 
1795.  Their  children  were  bom  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  March  9,  1736  (died  1738)  ;  Wil- 
liam, Jan.  29,  1738  (died  Nov.  9,  1815)  ;  John, 
September  20,  1739  (died  in  March,  1803) ; 
Francis,  July  18,  1741  (died  June  13,  1809) ; 
Samuel,  July  20,  1743  (supposed  to  have  been 
lost  at  sea  in  1768)  ;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  26,  1746 
(died  1751);  Sarah,  March  25,  1748  (died 
Dec.  2,  1828)  ;  Thomas,  July  7,  1750  (died 
Sept.  3,  1791);  Mary  Anne,  July  12,  1752 
(died  Aug.  13,  1824)  ,'  Jeremiah,  May  i,  1755 
(killed  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  in  1779)  ; 
and  Elihu,  May  27,  1759. 

Elihu  Chadwick,  youngest  of  the  above 
family,  was  bom  in  New  Jersey  May  27,  1759, 
and  died  Aug.  30,  1837,  ^^  Smethport,  AIc- 
Kean  Co.,  Pa.  He  served  from  New  Jersey 
throughout  the  Revolution,  and  rose  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  one  of  the  regi- 
ments from  that  State.  He  also  held  a  cap- 
tain's commission,  ist  Company,  3rd  Regi- 
ment, Monmouth  County  Militia,  dated  April 

4,  1785,  and  signed  by  Gov.  William  Livings- 
ton of  New  Jersey.  In  181 2  he  moved  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  settled  at  the  mouth  of  North 
creek,  within  the  present  limits  of  Cameron 
county,  where  he  spent  his  latter  years  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering.  Mr.  Chad- 
wick had  two  children  by  his  first  marriage, 
to  Mary  Jeffreys,  who  was  bom  May  i,  1764, 
and  died  Aug.  11,  1785.  They  were:  Mary, 
born  July  17,  1781 ;  and  Rebekah,  bom  April 
30,  1783,  who  died  Nov.  6,  1824.  His  second 
wife,  Rebekah  Jeffreys,  bom  Feb.  i,  1774, 
died  May  19,  1841,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  fourteen  children,  viz. :  Richard,  born  Nov. 
19,  1789,  died  Feb.  3,  1866;  John,  bom  Feb. 

5,  1791.  died  Feb.  8,  1855;  Ann,  born  Oct.  21. 
1792,  died  March  14,  1867;  Catherine,  bom 
Nov.  TO,  1794,  died  June  12,  1861 ;  Sarah, 
born  Oct.  13,  1796,  died  June  24,  1802; 
Elizabeth,  bom  April  25,  1799,  died  July  i, 
1882;  Deborah,  bom  Dec.  4,  1800,  died  Sept. 

23,  1841 :  Lydia,  born  June  25,  1803,  died  May 

24,  185Q;  Elihu,  bom  Sept.  8,  1805,  was  next 
in  the  line  we  are  tracing:  Sarah,  bom  Sept. 
3,  1807,  died  Dec.  29,  1888;  Jemima,  born 
April  7,  1810,  died  Sept.  14,  1860;  Francis, 
born  Feb.  12,  1812,  died  Aug.  27,  1893;  Susan, 
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born  Oct.  ii,  1814,  died  July  13,  1902;  Jere- 
miah, born  Dec.  2^,  1816,  died  June  7,  1893. 

Elihu  Chadwick,  son  of  Capt.  Elihu  Chad- 
wick,  was  born  Sept.  8,  1805,  in  Monmouth 
county,  N.  J.,  and  was  seven  years  old  when 
the  family  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  His  early 
education  was  received  in  the  common  schools, 
and  was  supplemented  by  study  at  Williams- 
port  Academy,  then  presided  over  by  his  elder 
brother.  He  devoted  his  time  especially  to 
civil  engineering  and  surveying,  in  which  he 
became  very  proficient,  having  a  high  reputa- 
tion as  a  surveyor.  He  came  to  Venango 
county  in  1834,  to  resurvey  the  lands  of  the 
Bingham  estate  in  this  and  adjoining  counties, 
and  when  he  had  finished  that  work  was  ap- 
pointed local  agent  for  the  sale  and  survey  of 
all  lands  in  that  section  belonging  to  the  Bing- 
ham estate.  He  held  that  position  until  all 
their  holdings  in  Venango  county  had  been 
disposed  of,  which  speaks  well  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  his  duties  were  performed.  His 
death  occurred  Oct.  3, 1882,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
whither  he  had  moved  in  1866.  Mr.  Chadwick 
married  Isabel  Jolly,  who  was  bom  Jan.  16, 
1814,  daughter  of  John  Jolly,  a  pioneer  of 
Rockland  township  and  his  predecessor  as 
agent  of  the  Bingham  estate.  She  died  March 
2^,  1898.  They  had  children  as  follows :  James 
Doddridge,  born  Sept.  4,  1836,  mentioned  be- 
low ;  Caroline  Matilda,  bom  Sept.  5,  1838,  who 
died  Aug.  11,  1840;  Francis  Carroll,  born  Dec. 
22,  1840,  who  died  Dec.  11.  1894;  Miles  Bond, 
bom  Jan.  21,  1843,  ^^ho  became  municipal 
judge  at  Owatonna,  Minn. :  Clara  Catherine, 
bom  Sept.  11,  1845,  who  died  Oct.  13,  1898; 
Bing^ham  Hale,  bom  April  8,  1848,  who  moved 
to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  where  he  was  connected 
with  the  Times-Union,  and  died;  Ellen  Jean- 
nette,  bom  Dec.  21,  1850,  who  died  July  31, 
1852 :  Leroy  Shippen,  born  April  27,  1853,  who 
entered  the  medical  profession  and  settled  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  now  residing  at  Jacksonville, 
Fla.;  and  Mary  Emma,  born  Jan.  5,  1856,  who 
died  Sept.  5,  1864. 

James  Doddridge  Chadwick  was  born  in 
Rockland  township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept. 
4,  1836.  and  was  reared  there.  He  received 
an  excellent  education,  preparing  for  college 
at  private  school,  and  taking  a  course  at  Alle- 
gheny College,  Meadvillet  Pa.,  where  he  was 
a  classmate  of  William  McKinley,  later  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  was  in  his 
senior  year  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and 
did  not  remain  to  graduate,  enlisting  in  April, 
1861,  in  Company  I,  loth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  He  served  as  orderly  under 
Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  and  was  promised  a  cap- 


tain's commission  for  valuable  services,  but 
he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  sent 
to  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  was 
honorably  discharged  as  soon  as  convalescent, 
June  II,  1864.  For  a  short  time  afterward  he 
was  engaged  as  a  government  clerk  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  returning  thence  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  in  1865  beginning  the  study  of  law 
at  Franklin  in  the  office  of  Myers  and  Kin- 
near.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Venango 
county  in  1867,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
close  of  his  life  was  successfully  engaged  in 
practice.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  and  though  not  ambitious  for  the 
powers  of  office  accepted  some  public  respon- 
sibilities as  part  of  his  duties  of  citizenship, 
discharging  all  their  obligations  faithfully.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  sixteen 
years,  and  never  lost  his  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion of  providing  public  educational  facilities. 
He  also  served  several  years  as  United  States 
commissioner.  For  one  year  he  served  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Franklin  Association,  and  he 
was  prominent  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  holding  the  po- 
sition of  adjutant  for  several  years  in  W.  B. 
Mays  Post,  No.  220,  and  acting  as  aid  (with 
the  rank  of  colonel)  on  the  staff  of  General 
Palmer  when  the  latter  was  commander  in 
chief  of  the  National  G.  A.  R.  He  was  -t  Re- 
publican in  political  conviction,  a  Methodist 
in  his  religious  belief,  and  stood  high  in  the 
regard  of  his  associates  in  every  relation  of 
life.  His  professional  clients  were  from  the 
most  substantial  element  in  the  community, 
and  their  confidence  was  in  itself  strong  testi- 
mony as  to  his  high  character.  If  he  had  a 
hobby,  it  was  botany,  in  which  he  became  well 
versed,  ferns  of  all  kinds  being  one  of  his  vari- 
ous objects  of  study.  While  serving  in  the 
Civil  war  he  became  very  familiar  with  the 
flora  of  the  South,  and  during  that  time  he 
made  an  interesting  series  of  outline  sketches 
of  oak  leaves,  which  he  brought  home  for  com- 
parison with  the  leaves  of  Northern  oaks. 

On  June  13,  1867,  Mr.  Chadwick  was  mar- 
ried to  Lauretta  Raymond  Myers,  who  was 
bom  July  27,  1844,  daughter  of  James  Stroble 
and  Emily  (Bunnell)  Myers,  and  died  July 
I,  1912.  Mr.  Chadwick  passed  away  June  17, 
1903,  and  they  are  buried  in  the  Franklin  ceme^ 
tery.  Six  children  were  bom  to  this  marriage : 
Eugene  Myers,  born  Aug.  i,  1868,  died  Sept. 
27,  1875.  Mary,  bom  Nov.  15,  1871,  died  Sept. 
29,  1875.  Herbert  Gillette,  born  Jan.  13,  1873, 
died  Oct.  14,  1875.  Mabel,  bom  Dec.  7,  1875, 
was  married  Oct.  14,  1896,  at  Franklin.  Pa., 
to  Forster  Mitchell  Lamberton,  son  of  Lewis 
T.  Lamberton,  and  by  that  marriage  had  two 
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children,  Foster  M.,  born  Sept.  26,  1898,  and 
Lauretta  Chadwick,  bom  Oct.  22,  1899;  Mr. 
Lamberton  died  in  August,  19 12,  and  his 
widow  married  (second)  George  K.  Preston, 
now  living  in  Philadelphia.  ESiel,  born  Feb. 
21,  1878,  married  Sept.  17,  1902,  Charles 
Stuart  Poller,  who  died  Dec.  29,  1917,  and  she 
has  four  children,  James  Albert  Chadwick 
(bom  July  25,  1903),  Ethel  Mildred  (bom 
Dec.  14,  1905),  Dorothy  Lauretta  (bom  May 
3,  1908),  and  Jane  Stewart  (bora  in  1913). 
James  Albert  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

James  Albert  Chadwick  was  bom  Nov.  4, 
1884,  in  Franklin,  and  acquired  his  literary 
education  in  the  public  schools  there,  complet- 
ing the  high  school  course.  Subsequently  he 
became  a  dmg  clerk  and  took  up  the  study  of 
pharmacy,  and  in  1905  passed  the  examination 
of  the  State  Board  of  Pharmacists.  After  re- 
ceiving his  license  he  was  engaged  for  a  time 
with  the  Franklin  Drug  &  Chemical  Company, 
and  with  William  C.  Mackey  and  G.  H.  Curtis, 
but  the  profession  did  not  suit  him  and  he 
gave  it  up  in  1907.  The  same  year  he  entered 
the  insurance  business.  In  1912  he  became  in- 
terested with  A.  J.  Sibley,  with  whom  he  was 
associated  under  the  firm  name  of  Chadwick 
&  Sibley,  having  offices  in  the  Lamberton  Na- 
tional Bank  building.  They  were  agents  for 
a  number  of  the  old-line  companies,  and  did 
a  profitable  business,  enlarging  their  circle  of 
patrons  yearly.  On  April  i,  1918,  they  sold 
their  insurance  agency  to  Henry  W.  Smith. 

In  the  fall  of  191 5  Mr.  Chadwick  was  hon- 
ored with  election  to  the  office  of  city  treasurer 
of  Franklin,  taking  office  in  January.  1916, 
and  filling  the  position  for  two  years.  His  fit- 
ness for  public  responsibilities  must  be  obvi- 
ous, for  in  January,  1918,  he  was  elected  clerk 
to  the  county  commissioners,  to  succeed  the 
late  E.  K.  Smiley,  who  had  held  that  office  for 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Chadwick  has  also 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  local  lodge  of  B.  P. 
O.  Elks.  Few  men  in  this  region  are  wider 
known  socially.  He  is  a  past  master  of  Mvrtle 
Lodge.  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Franklin; 
past  high  priest  of  Venango  Chapter,  No.  211. 
"R.  a.  M.  ;  past  thrice  illustrious  master  of 
Keystone  Council.  No.  42,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  past 
commander  of  Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44, 
K.  T. :  a  member  of  Venango  Lodge  of  Per- 
fection, at  Oil  City,  Pa.;  of  Pittsburgh  Con- 
sistorv.  thirty-second  degree;  and  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Erie.  He  is  act- 
ing as  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the 
council  in  his  district,  the  Third.  Mr.  Chad- 
wick is  a  member  of  the  Washington  Club. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of 


the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  and  first  ser- 
geant of  the  hospital  corps  of  the  i6th  Rai- 
ment. 

On  June  16,  1910,  Mr.  Chadwick  was  imited 
in  marriage  with  Helena  Emma  Sibley,  daugh- 
ter of  A.  J.  and  Emma  (Hancox)  Sibley,  of 
Franklin,  and  they  have  one  child,  James  Al- 
bert, bom  April  24,  191 1. 

CYRUS  DIXON  PHIPPS,  of  Rocky 
Grove,  Venango  county,  bears  a  name  which 
has  had  representatives  of  distinguished  worth 
in  America  in  every  generation  since  Colonial 
times.  In  public  life  and  in  business,  in  church 
and  society,  they  have  done  honor  to  the  noble 
traditions  and  example  of  their  forefathers, 
and  their  prestige  and  influence  have  been  of 
the  highest.  In  the  power  of  his  admirable 
personality,  and  in  his  own  community,  "Uncle 
Cy"  Phipps,  as  he  is  affectionately  known,  has 
been  recognized  for  several  decades  as  a  strong 
friend  of  social  and  moral  progress,  and  though 
his  influence  has  been  exercised  quietly,  it  has 
been  none  the  less  effective.  Attending  to  his 
own  duties  in  modest  but  efficient  fashion,  he 
has  also  tried  to  help  others  along  the  right 
path,  and  is  known  and  beloved  as  a  champion 
of  good  in  whatever  form,  and  a  man  whose 
friendships  are  as  numerous  as  his  acquaint- 
ances. Mr.  Phipps  is  a  native  of  Venango 
county,  born  Nov.  14,  1845,  at  Franklin,  while 
his  father  was  serving  as  sheriff. 

Joseph  Phipps,  the  first  ancestor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Phipps  family  in  America,  came 
hither  with  William  Penn  in  1682.  Earlier 
members  of  the  family  in  this  country  were 
James  Phipps  (father  of  Sir  William  Phipps), 
who  settled  in  Maine  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  Solomon  Phipps,  who  settled  at 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1642.  The  former,  with 
others,  founded  a  colony  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Kennebec  river  in  Maine,  and  being  a  gunsmith 
and  shipbuilder  was  very  useful  in  the  activities 
of  his  community,  whose  circumstances  and 
surroundings  were  of  the  most  primitive  char- 
acter. He  was  the  father  of  twenty-one  sons 
and  five  daughters.  Sir  William  Phipps,  the 
first  royal  governor  of  Massachusetts,  being 
the  youngest  son.  Through  his  numerous 
progeny,  intermarrying  with  many  other  old 
New;  England  fam^ies.  the  descendants  of 
this  remarkable  man  have  for  over  three  hun- 
dred years  borne  their  part  in  the  history  and 
development  of  this  country. 

Joseph  Phipps  was  bom  in  Reading,  Berk- 
shire, England,  in  1640.  In  1665  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  Brimfield,  at  St.  Law- 
rence Church,  at  Reading.     Though  married 
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in  the  Established  Church,  they  later  joined 
the  Society  of  Friends,  came  to  America  from 
Bristol  with  the  great  leader  of  that  sect,  and 
settled  at  Philadelphia,  where  many  of  their 
descendants  still  live.  Many  of  their  posterity 
have  occupied  prominent  and  useful  positions 
in  the  government  and  development  of  the 
State  and  nation.  Abingdon,  a  beautiful  sub- 
urb of  Philadelphia,  was  so  named  by  Joseph 
Phipps  after  a  favorite  country  seat  near  Ox- 
ford, England.  It  remains  in  the  possession  of 
his  descendants,  and  a  dwelling  which  he 
erected  in  1697,  two  Friends'  meeting-houses, 
and  Abingdon  Seminary,  are  substantial  re- 
minders of  the  original  owner.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  general  assemblymen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, being  one  of  the  nine  members  elect 
who  represented  Chester  county  in  the  first 
assembly  convened  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  loth 
of  January,  1683. 

Joseph  Phipps  (2),  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Brimfield)  Phipps,  was  born  in  England  and 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents  in  1682. 
He  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  two  years 
old. 

Nathan  Phipps,  son  of  Joseph  Phipps  (2), 
was  reared  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Phila- 
delphia homestead  of  the  family,  married,  and 
resided  in  Chester  county. 

Samuel  Phipps,  son  of  Nathan  Phipps,  was 
bom  in  Chester  county  in  1735,  and  lived  to 
the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  five 
years,  dying  Jan.  5,  1841,  in  what  was  then 
Worthington  township,  Butler  Co.,  Ohio.  He 
had  moved  to  that  State  in  the  year  181 5.  His 
wife,  Mary  Marshall,  a  member  of  a  famous 
Pennsylvania  family,  cousin  of  **Mad  Anthony" 
Wayne,  was  bom  in  1746  and  died  in  1836. 
Their  children  were :  John ;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried William  Wise ;  Samuel,  who  was  killed  on 
the  Maumee  while  serving  under  General 
Wayne  in  the  last  campaign  against  the 
Indians ;  Rachel,  who  died  unmarried ;  Joseph, 
who  was  accidentally  killed ;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried John  Duncan :  Robert,  who  married  a  Miss 
Halferdav;  and  Nathan,  who  married  Edith 
UpdegraflF. 

John  Phipps,  son  of  Samuel  Phipps.  was 
bom  in  Chester  county  March  22.  1765.  and 
died  Jan.  22,  1833.  After  reaching  maturity  he 
removed  to  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  where 
he  married  and  whence  he  moved  to  Venango 
county  in  1797,  settling:  on  a  tract  of  fifteen 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Scmbgrass  (now 
Clinton)  township,  upon  part  of  which  the 
Witherup  and  Cross  families  now  reside.  The 
land  was  surveyed  for  him  bv  Col.  Samuel 
Dale.    Mr.  Phipps  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
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in  Venango  county,  coming  hither  when  it  was 
a  wilderness,  and  he  and  his  family  experi- 
enced the  privations  and  hardships  typical  of 
pioneer  life.  Their  nearest  neighbors  were 
two  and  a  half  miles  distant.  Mr.  Phipps  took 
an  active  part  in  the  government  as  well  as 
the  material  development  of  the  region,  being 
chosen  constable  in  181 1,  1825,  1827  and  1828; 
appraiser  in  1822;  and  overseer  in  1820.  On 
June  5,  1792,  he  was  married,  in  West  Fair- 
field township,  Westmoreland  county,  to  Cath- 
arine Haney,  who  was  born  June  3,  1773,  and 
survived  him  but  a  few  months,  her  death 
occurring  May  14,  1833.  Both  died  at  their 
homestead  in  Scrubgrass  township  and  are 
buried  in  the  old  Calvert  and  Riddle  cemetery. 
Of  their  thirteen  children,  ten — five  sons  and 
five  daughters — reached  maturity,  and  we  have 
the  following  record  of  this  family:  David  is 
mentioned  below.  Mary,  born  June  12.  1794. 
married  Levi  Williams.  Samuel,  father  of 
Cyrus  Dixon  Phipps,  is  mentioned  below. 
Sarah,  born  Aug.  16,  1797,  the  first  white  child 
bom  in  Scrubgrass  township,  married  Allan 
McDowell  and  (second)  a  Mr.  Sloan,  and  re- 
moved to  Ohio.  Catharine,  born  April  17, 
1799,  married  Robert  Riddle.  Elizabeth,  born 
Nov.  14,  1800,  married  Capt.  Abraham  With- 
erup, and  died  Nov.  19,  1880.  Nancy,  born 
June  15.  1802,  married  George  McKinly.  Jane, 
bom  April  I.  1803,  died  the  same  day.  John 
died  in  infancy.  Maj.  John,  born  Nov.  8, 1806, 
died  Sept.  14,  1876;  he  served  a  number  of 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace ;  he  married  Bar- 
bara Hoffman  and  lived  in  Irwin  township, 
Venango  county.  Robert,  bom  Jan.  6,  1809, 
died  in  1862  in  southern  Venango  county;  he 
married  Ann  Canan.  Joseph  was  the  grand- 
father of  Hon.  Marshall  Lee  Phipps,  whose 
bioerraphy  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

David  Phipps,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Catharine  (Haney)  Phipps,  was  bom  in  West- 
moreland county  March  24,  1793,  and  died  in 
Clinton  township.  Venango  county,  in  1857. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  men  of  his 
day.  especially  active  in  business  operations. 
He  erected  one  of  the  first  fumaces  in  Venango 
county,  located  in  Clinton  township,  built  the 
first  woolen  mills  and  sawmills  at  Kennerdell. 
and  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
jBTOods  and  lumber  to  meet  the  demands  in  the 
surrounding^  territory'.  Tn  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  a  leading  member  of  his  party, 
at  one  time  its  nominee  for  Conjrress  and  in 
1854  elected  associate  jude:e.  serving:  as  such 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  To  his  first  marriage, 
with  Mnrcraret  Stewart,  of  Butler  county, 
eleven  children  were  born:   Catharine,   who 
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married  John  Dilley;  Andrew;  John;  Jesse; 
Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  John  B.  McMillan,  of  Clin- 
tonville,  this  county ;  William ;  Eli ;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Dr.  John  Fulton,  of  Beatrice,  Nebr. ;  David, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Ephraim  Parker,  of  Parkers  Landing,  Pa.; 
and  David  (2),  deceased.  After  the  mother  of 
these  died  Mr.  Phipps  married  (second)  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Eakin,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter, 
Etta ;  she  married  and  went  West,  dying  at 
Idaho  Springs,  Colo.  Many  of  the  descendants 
of  this  family  are  living,  but  all  the  heads  of 
families  have  passed  away. 

Samuel  Phipps,  second  son  of  John  and 
Catharine  (Haney)  Phipps,  was  born  Nov. 
25,  1795,  in  Westmoreland,  so  that  he  was  but 
two  years  old  when  his  father  took  the  family 
into  Venango  county.  In  his  youth  he  took 
advantage  o^  the  opportunities  which  the  local- 
ity afforded,  and/  thougih  the  schools  were 
primitive  he  appreciated  the  privilege  so  greatly 
that  he  walked  several  miles  morning  and  eve- 
ning to  attend.  The  days  spent  in  the  rude 
log  schoolhouse,  when  Isabel  Craig  was  his 
favorite  teacher  and  cherished  friend,  he  re- 
called in  his  later  years  with  never  ending  de- 
light. Though  the  instruction  was  limited,  he 
had  an  excellent  memory,  and  he  supplemented 
his  early  studies  by  intelligent  reading,  for 
which  he  had  a  passion  rare  in  those  days, 
when  the  demands  of  material  wants  crowded 
out  intellectual  pursuits.  Thus  he  became  well 
informed  in  history,  both  ancient  and  modem. 
His  son  Cyrus  D.  Phipps  now  has  in  his  li- 
brary five  volumes  of  ancient  Roman  and 
Grecian  history  that  his  father  bought  in  Pitts- 
burgh and  carried  to  his  home  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, walking  all  the  way,  for  there  were  only 
footpaths  in  those  days.  This  was  about  181 5. 
He  was  especially  familiar  with  the  political 
events  of  his  own  and  other  countries,  becorn- 
ing  a  prominent  member  of  the  debating  soci- 
eties which  then  served  the  purpose  of  the 
higher  literary  schools  of  to-day.  Books  se- 
lected with  taste  and  good  judgment,  from  the 
best  authors  in  natural  and  moral  philosophy, 
history,  biography  and  the  sciences,  consti- 
tuted his  library,  from  which  he  always  con- 
tinued to  derive  great  enjoyment.  In  business 
he  was  capable  and  prosperous.  During  his 
earlier  years  he  farmed  in  the  summer  season, 
canoed  lime  to  Meadville  and  Warren,  and 
went  down  the  Alleghenv  with  lumber  to  Pitts- 
bureh.  Wheeling  and  Cincinnati,  making  his 
first  raftine  trip  on  the  Allegheny  in  the  year 
i8ti.  In  his  later  life  he  devoted  all  his  atten- 
tion to  the  clearing  of  the  forest,  no  easy  task. 


but  one  which  he  pursued  faithfully  during 
his  active  years. 

When  he  was  married,  to  Amelia  Halyday, 
of  Complanter  township,  this  county,  bom  at 
the  mouth  of  Oil  creek,  he  brought  his  bride 
to  a  rude  home  which  he  had  built  himself. 
Of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  them,  Sarah 
H.  married  Robert  F.  Whann,  who  died  leav- 
ing two  sons  (both  now  deceased),  and  she 
subsequently  became  the  wife  of  William  Ray- 
mond; two  daughters  of  this  union  survive 
her,  Anna  A.  and  Sarah  (now  the  wife  of  Dr. 
John  Swan).  Mary,  was  married  in  1847  ^^ 
Robert  Brigham,  who  was  postmaster  at  Frank- 
lin for  five  years,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; 
of  their  ten  children  four  survive,  Samuel, 
Susie  A.  (wife  of  Fred  VanLien),  Lawrence 
Albert  and  Bert  (married  and  in  the  West)  ; 
Myra  married  Holis  Hogle.  Catharine  mar- 
ried John  H.  Craig  and  both  are  deceased. 
Uretta  married  James  Anderson,  and  both  are 
deceased;  they  left  four  sons,  J.  Smiley  (of 
Oklahoma),  Edwin  (of  Oil  City,  Pa.),  S.  A. 
(of  Oklahoma)  and  Samuel  P.  (of  Clinton- 
ville).  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy.  Eliza  be- 
came the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Egbert,  of  Frank- 
lin. John  is  deceased.  Susan  married  Eh-. 
Thomas  McMillan,  who  is  deceased.  Francis 
Halyday  is  deceased.  Samuel  E.,  of  Edinboro, 
Pa.,  is  deceased.  Cyms  D.  is  mentioned  below^ 
Nancy  McK.  is  the  wife  of  William  Cross,  of 
Kennerdell.  Hervey  C.  is  a  resident  of  Pueblo, 
Colo.  The  father  died  Aug.  9,  1879,  ^^  his 
eighty- fourth  year,  after  a  life  of  useful  serv- 
ice to  his  family  and  fellow  citizens.  Like  his 
father  he  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  con- 
victions, and  he  served  a  term  as  sheriff  of 
\^enango  county,  to  which  office  he  was  elected 
in  1844,  holding  the  same  three  years.  Mrs. 
Amelia  (Halyday)  Phipps  passed  away  Sept. 
19,  1869. 

Cyrus  Dixon  Phipps  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  farm  in  Clinton  township,  his  father  re- 
turning to  that  property  with  his  family  in 
April,  1848,  a  few  months  after  the  comple- 
tion of  his  term  as  sheriff.  Except  for  a  few 
months'  absence  he  remained  there  until  1871, 
in  which  year  he  married  and  settled  at  Rocky 
Grove,  near  Franklin,  the  home  of  his  bride. 
Reared  by  a  thoughtful  and  intelligent  father, 
he  was  allowed  excellent  educational  advan- 
taees  for  the  time  and  place,  and  at  the  same 
time  received  thorough  training  for  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  life.  But  what  was  more  impor- 
tant, he  was  helped  to  a  realization  of  the 
problems  and  responsibilities  of  life,  and 
brought  up  to  feel  a  keen  sense  of  personal 
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duty.  This  has  been  evident  in  all  of  his  rela- 
tions with  his  fellow  men  no  less  than  in  the 
closer  domestic  and  family  ties.  He  has  had 
his  work  and  the  care  of  his  family,  in  com- 
mon with  other  men.  But  his  devotion  to  their 
welfare,  though  complete,  has  not  been  selfish, 
and  he  has  found  time  for  kindly  help  to  others 
by  the  way.  His  mind  has  been  as  busy  as  his 
hands.  He  had  not  long  been  a  resident  of 
Rocky  Grove  when  he  commenced  his  activities 
in  the  betterment  of  conditions  there,  accord- 
ing to  modem  ideas  of  progress.  Soon  after 
settling  there  he  became  local  correspondent 
of  the  Franklin  Evening  News,  and  as  such 
not  only  contributed  items  of  news  interest  to 
that  paper  but  also  articles  from  time  to  time 
advocating  improvements  of  various  kinds  in 
the  conditions  aflPecting  the  daily  lives  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  or  in  commendation  and  sup- 
port of  movements  of  that  kind  already  on 
foot.  His  friendly  encouragement  of  educa- 
tional projects,  his  advocacy  of  wholesome 
lives  for  all,  have  been  exerted  untiringly  in 
the  war  on  ignorance  and  the  liquor  traffic, 
these  in  his  experience  being  the  greatest  bars 
to  social  progress.  His  own  example  has  been 
no  small  factor  in  the  success  of  his  work  in 
this  line.  An  article  which  appeared  in  the 
Evening  News  of  March  31,  1917,  contained 
this  very  significant  tribute :  **He  is,  more  than 
any  of  us,  an  institution;  a  part  of  our  city 
and  church  and  emotional  life.  His  friends 
equal  in  number  those  who  know  him;  his 
goodwill  has  made  thousands  his  debtor. 
Claiming  nothing,  he  is  yet  a  leader  in  his 
neighborhood.  Asking  nothing,  all  men  wish 
to  give  him  expressions  of  goodwill  and  trust. 
No  flowers  that  can  ever  be  laid  on  any  place 
of  rest  can  be  more  fair  than  those  thoughts 
with  which  the  people  about  him  greet  him  or 
the  mention  of  his  name.  In  the  more  essen- 
tial way  he  is  the  most  successful  man  that  has 
ever  lived  in  Rocky  Grove." 

Mr.  Phipps  is  now  correspondent  for  the 
Daily  Herald  of  Franklin.  He  has  had  a  sub- 
stantial part  in  the  development  of  Rocky 
Grove.  When  he  moved  there,  some  forty-six 
years  ago,  he  bought  one  of  the  three  houses 
then  at  that  point,  the  others  being  the  Parker 
home  (his  wife's  home)  and  the  Lamberton 
farmhouse.  The  thriving  little  town  which  has 
since  grown  up  has  always  had  the  benefit  of 
his  best  endeavors  in  its  advancement.  He  has 
been  particularly  active  in  securing  the  best 
possible  public  school  facilities,  and  has  long 
been  a  leader  in  church  work. 

In  the  spring  of  1885  Mr.  Phipps  became 
the  keeper  of  thue  cemetery  at  Franklin,  and  he 


has  performed  the  duties  of  that  position  ever 
since — ^a  period  of  over  thirty-three  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  more  than  three  thousand,  eight 
hundred  burials  have  taken  place  there.  It  is 
characteristic  of  him  that  he  has  discharged 
his  obligations  with  a  high  idealism  which  has 
won  the  friendly  regard  of  all  who  meet  him. 
He  has  kept  the  cemetery  open  to  all  comers, 
and  the  grounds  in  the  beautiful  orcjer  appro- 
priate to  a  spot  sacred  to  the  departed.  The 
grass  and  the  flowers  and  shrubs  thrive  under 
his  solicitous  care,  and  though  he  is  now  past 
three  score  and  ten  his  strength  and  skill  have 
not  failed  him.  He  has  tended  the  blossoms 
and  protected  the  birds,  and  in  every  possible 
way  beautified  the  "God's  Acre"  intrusted  to 
his  keeping,  taking  aflFectionate  pride  in  its 
attractive  appearance,  which  is  appreciated  by 
all  the  community. 

Mr.  Phipps  was  married,  Sept.  19,  1871,  to 
Mary  Grace  Parker,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  Jane  (Cannan)  Parker,  pioneers  of 
Su^rcreek  township,  this  county.  Mrs. 
Phipps  passed  away  March  25,  1914.  Their 
family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Charles  P.,  now  a  resident  of 
Montclair,  N.  J. ;  Jennie  Amelia,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Myers,  of  Niles,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.;  Lida  E., 
deceased ;  George  P.  and  Samuel  E.,  at  home. 

ANDREW  KARG,  manager  of  the  Oil  City 
Milling  Company,  has  been  associated  with 
that  progressive  concern  in  the  capacity  named 
since  191 1,  when  the  present  owners  took  pos- 
session of  the  property.  The  up-to-date  plant 
and  efficient  management  are  a  credit  to  Oil 
City  no  less  than  to  the  enterprising  propri- 
etors, who  have  been  well  rewarded  for  the 
substantial  investment  necessary  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  modem  mill  conforming  to  the 
requirements  of  present  manufacturing  and 
commercial  conditions.  Mr.  Karg  has  proved 
himself  well  qualified  for  his  responsibilities. 

Reared  on  a  farm  in  Clarion  county,  Mr. 
Karg  has  spent  all  his  life  Jp  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania,  coming  to  Oil  City  in  1908.  Dur- 
ing the  first  three  years  of  his  residence  there 
he  was  engaged  in  the  draying  business,  at 
the  end  of  that  period  turning  to  the  milling 
enterprise  which  has  since  occupied  his  atten- 
tion, his  success  justifying  the  wisdom  of  his 
choice.  So  far  it  has  taken  practically  all  of 
his  time.  By  his  marriage  to  Mary  Morgan 
Mr.  Karg  has  a  family  of  six  children,  namely : 
Madeline,  Charles,  Lewis,  Robert.  Isabel  and 
Genevieve.  Mrs.  Karg  was  born  shortly  after 
the  death  of  her  father,  David  Morgan,  who 
was  killed  in  the  Cranberry  railroad  disaster 
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which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1883,  he  having 
been  conductor  of  the  unfortunate  train.  He 
had  formerly  been  a  coal  miner  at  Altoona, 
Pa.,  but  on  coming  to  Oil  City  turned  to  rail- 
road work. 

The  Oil  City  Milling  Company  occupies  one 
of  the  earliest  sites  chosen  for  manufacturing 
purposes  in  Venango  county.  Sage  Brothers 
erected  a  sawmill  there  about  1800,  and  their 
name  is  still  carried  by  the  run  which  sup- 
plied the  wateipower  for  its  operation,  but  all 
trace  of  the  mill  has  disappeared.  Some  evi- 
dences of  the  old  property  were  still  visible, 
including  early  house  foundations,  in  1871, 
when  a  Mr.  Taylor  brought  to  the  site  a  build- 
ing 24  by  56  feet  in  dimensions,  from  the  de- 
funct oil  town  of  Shamburg.  He  made  it  twice 
as  large  and  used  it  as  a  factory  for  oil  well 
supplies,  including  bull-wheels  and  sand  pump 
reels.  After  three  years  it  passed  into  the  pos- 
session of  George  B.  Sennett  &  Co.,  of  Erie, 
who  let  it  lie  idle  for  two  years,  until  it  was 
purchased  by  Achilles  McAlevy  in  October, 
1875.  The  ground  at  that  time  was  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  square.  The  following  year 
Mr.  McAlevy,  in  partnership  with  his  father, 
installed  gristmilling  equipment,  with  three 
runs  of  stone,  a  duplicate  of  the  exhibit  of 
John  T.  Loye  &  Company,  Buffalo  manufac- 
turers, at  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  1876, 
and  considered  as  nearly  perfect  as  anything 
of  the  kind  to  be  had  at  that  time.  But  it  was 
just  about  then  that  a  period  of  innovation  in 
the  milling  industry  set  in,  and  within  a  few 
years  a  radical  and  complete  change  had  been 
made  in  the  process  of  flour  milling.  Experi- 
ments were  first  made  with  the  system  of  us- 
ing sets  of  three  or  four  buhrs,  about  half  the 
diameter  of  the  old  ones,  passing  the  flour 
through  each.  In  some  respects  this  was  an 
advance  over  the  old  upper  turning  buhr  plan, 
and  it  went  into  quite  extensive  use  in  many 
large  Western  mills,  but  it  was  soon  super- 
seded by  the  Hungarian  or  steel  roller  process, 
which  in  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  worked 
a  complete  revolution  in  all  milling  processes, 
bein^  now  in  universal  use.  In  consequence 
of  these  rapid  changes  the  McAlevy  mill  gave 
up  the  production  of  wheat  flour,  confining 
its  output  to  rye,  buckwheat  and  graham  flours, 
com  meal  and  feed.  In  1885  it  was  sold  to 
H.  H.  Fair,  who  retained  Achilles  McAlevy  as 
operator  for  thirteen  vears,  until  the  estab- 
lishment was  purchased  by  the  Oil  City  Mill- 
ing: Companv.  of  which  George  Taylor  was 
manager.  He  replaced  the  old  buhrs  with  a 
system  of  vertical  buhrs,  doubling  the  capacity 
of  the  plant.    In  1911  the  ownership  passed 


to  N.  J.  Nuhfer  and  R.  M.  Karg,  of  Clarion 
county,  and  Andrew  Karg  of  Oil  City,  the  lat- 
ter having  conducted  the  mill  from  that  time 
to  the  present.  A  new  mill  has  been  erected 
by  them,  the  present  structure  having  been 
built  and  fitted  in  1915,  when  modem  ma- 
chiner>'  of  the  most  approved  design  was  in- 
stalled, greatly  enlarging  the  capacity  without 
necessitating  any  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
mill  or  the  operative  force.  Electricity  fur- 
nishes the  motive  power,  and  though  the  in- 
vestment demanded  for  such  equipment  is  over 
thirty  thousand  dollars  the  end  economy  is  cor- 
respondingly great,  four  men  being  able  to 
care  for  all  the  operations  of  producing  and 
handling  the  daily  capacity  of  twenty  tons 
of  feed.  All  the  requirements  have  been  given 
careful  study,  and  no  expense  has  been  spared 
in  the  acquisition  of  machinery  whose  use  pro- 
motes efficiency.  One  item  alone  serves  to  il- 
^  lustrate  the  remarkable  change  that  has  trans- 
formed a  property  of  doubtful  value  to  one  of 
unquestioned  eaming  power.  In  unloading 
grain,  formerly  only  about  three  hundred 
bushels  per  hour  could  be  transferred  from 
car  to  bins,  where  sixteen  hundred  can  now  be 
handled.  The  output  of  the  mill  for  one  day 
is  now  as  great  as  it  was  for  a  week  with  the 
old  equipment.  Mr,  Karg  has  won  his  way  to 
substantial  position  among  local  business  men 
by  his  readiness  to  realize  the  best  possibilities 
of  modern  standards. 

FREELAND  H.  BROWN,  of  Franklin. 
is  one  of  the  most  competent  authorities  on 
property  values  in  that  city,  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  whose  affairs  he  has  been  officially 
connected  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  is 
still  acting  as  assessor  in  his  home  ward,  the 
Third,  and  aside  from  his  official  duties  is  en- 
gaged principally  with  real  estate  transactions 
and  the  care  of  his  own  properties.  Mr.  Brown 
has  had  widely  varied  experience  in  his  self- 
reliant,  independent  career,  winning  a  compe- 
tence through  well  directed  exertions  and  al- 
ways so  ordering  his  life  as  to  make  himself 
worthy  of  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  He 
was  born  June  3,  1844,  at  Windsor,  Ohio,  and 
is  of  New  England  stock,  his  father,  William 
Brown,  having  been  a  native  of  the  State  of 
NV\v  Hampshire.  The  latter  moved  out  to 
Ohio  when  a  young  man  and  remained  there 
some  years,  in  1857  settling  at  Franklin,  Pa., 
where  lie  made  a  permanent  home,  residing 
here  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  By  trade  he  was  a  cooper,  but  he  did 
other  work  as  well,  after  coming  to  Franklin 
being  employed  as  a  gardener.  His  wife,  whose 
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maiden  name  was  Tirzah  Fenton,  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy- four  years,  and  both  are  buried 
in  Franklin  cemetery.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  namely :  Freeland  H.,  Dru- 
silla,  William,  Olive,  George,  Larissa,  Frank, 
Chester  and  Eleanora. 

Freeland  H.  Brown  was  a  boy  when  the 
family  settled  at  Franklin,  where  he  received 
the  latter  part  of  his  schooling.  As  a  youth  he 
began  to  support  himself  by  farm  work,  being 
so  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  his  enlistment, 
July  5,  1 86 1,  in  Company  C,  loth  Pennsylvania 
Reserves.  He  was  in  active  field  service  until 
wounded  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Battery  B,  ist 
Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  with  which  com- 
mand he  served  during  the  rest  of  the  war, 
taking  part  in  all  the  actions  of  his  company 
and  regiment,  including  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. When  relieved  of  military  duty  Mr. 
Brown  returned  to  Franklin,  where  he  mar- 
ried, soon  afterward  setting  out  for  the  Mid- 
dle West,  to  try  his  fortune  on  a  new  farm 
near  Arcadia,  in  Trempealeau  county.  Wis. 
Taking  up  a  homestfead,  he  remained  on  it  for 
five  years,  engaged  in  agricultural  work,  and 
then  sold  that  property  and  went  farther  West. 
Loading  his  possessions  into  a  wagon,  he 
drove  out  to  Denver  with  his  wife  and  only 
child,  the  trip  occupying  almost  all  summer, 
and  they  located  at  Blackhawk,  Colo.,  where 
Mr.  Brown  took  a  contract  to  haul  cordwood 
for  the  Hills  Smelting  Works,  at  that  point, 
having  his  home  and  work  there  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  1892  he  returned  to  Frank- 
lin. Pa.,  and  took  a  position  at  the  Eclipse 
Oil  Works,  where  he  was  employed  for  twelve 
and  a  half  years.  His  next  enterprise  was  a 
milk  business,  which  he  carried  on  for  two 
years,  and  for  another  two  years  he  was  in 
the  grocery  business  before  entering  his  pres- 
ent line,  real  estate.  He  has  been  ver>'  suc- 
cessful in  dealing  in  local  properties,  having 
in  his  long  service  as  assessor  gained  a  com- 
prehensive and  thorough  familiaritv  with  real 
estate  values  and  prospects  which  few  men  in 
Franklin  have  ever  attained.  He  has  several 
fine  holdings  of  his  own.  It  was  twenty-one 
years  aeo,  in  i8q6,  that  Mr.  Brown  assumed 
the  duties  of  assessor  of  the  Third  ward,  and 
his  services  have  been  eminently  satisfactorv, 
as  his  lonp  retention  in  the  position  attests.  He 
has  also  been  chosen  for  other  Dublic  duties, 
havinc^  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and 
filled  the  office  for  a  term  of  five  years  with 
characteristic  intelligence  and  fidelitv.  His  po- 
litical alleHance  is  eriven  to  the  Republican 
party.  Socially  Mr.  Brown  belongs  to  the  Pro- 


tected Home  Circle  and  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  being  a  prominent  men^r  of 
Mays  Post,  No.  220,  which  he  has  served  offi- 
cially for  the  last  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Bell,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1915,  and  is 
buried  in  Franklin  cemetery.  They  had  a 
daughter,  Lydia,  who  is  married  to  Melvin 
Moore  and  has  one  son,  Harold. 

GEORGE  C.  MAGEE,  M.  D.,  a  physician 
and  surgeon  now  in  practice  at  Oil  City,  has 
done  honor  to  his  name  and  his  profession  in 
Venango  county  during  a  busy  career.  Since 
starting  practice  he  has  varied  his  work  with 
periods  of  advanced  study,  until  he  ranks 
with  the  best  informed  medical  men  in  this 
part  of  the  State,  his  standing  among  his  co- 
workers being  an  appreciative  recognition  of 
his  competence  and  sincere  efforts  to  keep  his 
professional  attainments  up  to  the  highest 
level.  He  has  been  established  in  Oil  City 
since  191 4. 

Dr.  Magee  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  C. 
Magee,  a  farmer  of  Mercer  county.  Pa.,  where 
he  died  May  3,  1907.  He  is  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  the  others  being:  Maude,  a  trained 
nurse,  who  was  long  engaged  as  a  private 
nurse  by  the  famous  Doctors  Mayo  of  Roch- 
ester, Minn. ;  Dr.  Frank,  Earle  Magee,  engaged 
in  special  practice  at  Oil  City  (he  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work)  ;  and  Jennie,' 
wife  of  Dr.  Raymond  White,  a  dentist,  of  Al- 
legheny, Pennsylvania. 

George  C.  Magee  was  born  April  15,  1879. 
He  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
in  Mercer  county,  taking  a  higher  course  at 
McElwain  College  in  New  Lebanon,  Mercer 
county,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1883. 
His  studies  were  continued  in  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Pittsburgh, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  medicine  in  igoi, 
that  year  locating  at  Wesley  (Mechanicsville), 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  to  take  up  independent 
practice.  There  he  remained  until  he  changed 
his  office  to  Oil  City  in  1914,  as  a  more  conveni- 
ent center  for  the  territory  over  which  his 
large  practice  ranges.  Dr.  Magee  has  taken 
several  post-graduate  courses,  at  New  York 
and  Chicago,  perfecting  his  knowledge  in  im- 
oortant  branches  of  his  work  in  which  he  has 
become  specially  interested,  and  his  patrons 
and  fellow  physicians  alike  have  benefited  by 
his  enthusiasm  and  thoroughness.  His  pro- 
gressive tendencies  have  been  a  good  influence 
felt  by  all  his  professional  associates.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Venango  County  Medical 
Club,  and  well  known  in  the  fraternal  bodies, 
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affiliating  with  the  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows; 
he  was  made  a  Mason  at  Grove  City,  Mercer 
county,  later  demitting  to  Petrolia  Lodge,  No. 
363,  at  Oil  City.  His  offices  are  in  the  Latonia 
block,  on  First  street.  South  Side. 

Dr.  Magee  married  Elizabeth  D.  Peoples, 
daughter  of  William  Peoples,  and  they  have 
three  children:  George  C,  Jr.,  Geraldine  and 
Janet  Irene.  Mrs.  Magee  is  a  trained  nurse,  a 
graduate  of  the  Peirce  Hospital,  1909,  and  has 
been  a  valuable  assistant  to  her  husband  in  his 
professional  activities.     . 

GEORGE  E.  MAYS,  of  Franklin,  has  been 
interested  in  the  production  of  oil  throughout 
his  independent  business  life,  and  is  still  oper- 
ating on  a  lease  in  Cranberry  township.  He 
is  a  member  of  a  family  whose  representatives 
for  several  generations  have  been  counted 
among  the  most  enterprising  factors  in  the 
material  progress  of  Venango  county,  his  fa- 
ther, the  late  Henry  Mays,  having  been  one 
of  the  most  aggressive  men  of  his  time  in  pro- 
moting the  development  of  the  locality.  Their 
first  ancestors  in  this  country  came  from  Scot- 
land and  settled  in  South  Carolina.  Thomas 
Mays,  g^eat-grand father  of  George  E.  Mays, 
was  bom  in  Scotland,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  miller  and 
millwright  by  occupation,  and  down  to  the 
present  there  have  always  been  some  of  his 
posterity  engaged  in  the  same  calling. 

Thomas  W.  Mays,  grandfather  of  George 
E.  Mays,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  His 
first  settlement  in  Pennsylvania  was  made  in 
Westmoreland  county,  whence  he  removed  to 
Venango  county  in  1808,  establishing  his  home 
in  that  part  now  included  in  Clarion  county. 
In  1817  he  located  in  Richland  township,  on 
Mill  creek,  where  in  partnership  with  John 
Myers  he  erected  the  first  mill  in  the  township, 
a  log  gristmill,  on  the  site  later  occupied  by  the 
Giering  mill.  He  carried  on  farming  in  con- 
nection with  milling,  and  had  a  long  and  pros- 
perous life,  dying  in  1873.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church.  During  the  war  of  181 2 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  militia,  be- 
longing to  the  Richland  Rifle  Company,  with 
which  he  went  to  Lake  Erie  to  defend  the 
State  against  British  invasion.  He  married 
Henrietta  Myers,  and  reared  a  family  of 
twelve  children:  Mrs.  Polly  Karns.  Henry, 
James,  Mrs.  Sarah  Shaw,  George  W.,  Mrs. 
Nancy  White,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Shoup,  John, 
Jesse,  Louis  A.,  Mrs.  Emily  J.  Morrow  and 
Oliver  P..  all  of  whom  reared  families.  Four 
of  the  sons  followed  milling :  George  W. : 
John,  of  Mill  Village.  Erie  Co.,  Pa. ;  Jesse,  of 
Rockland  township,  this  county,  and  Henry. 


Henry  Mays,  father  of  George  E.  Mays, 
was  bom  April  13,  1812,  in  Venango  count}', 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
Possessed  of  strong  initiative,  courage  and  per- 
severance, he  was  one  of  the  influential  men 
of  his  day  in  the  coimty,  his  intelligence  and 
executive  capacity  enabling  him  to  take  a  lead- 
ing part  in  its  advancement.  He  undertook 
many  things,  which  prospered  because  o£  his 
vigorous  business  policy  and  thrifty  manage- 
ment. He  became  an  ironmaster,  owning  and 
operating  the  Slab  Furnace  in  Cranberry 
township,  this  county,  and  also  for  a  time 
conducted  the  V^an  Buren  Furnace.  His  landed 
holdings  were  extensive,  comprising  about  five 
hundred  acres  in  Cranberry  township,  and 
after  he  discontinued  the  furnace  business  he 
cut  the  timber  on  this  tract  and  for  some  years 
operated  a  sawmill.  He  also  farmed  there. 
\Vhen  oil  was  discovered  he  soon  saw  the 
great  value  of  this  new  resource,  and  was  one 
of  the  early  producers.  Later  he  built  a  grist- 
mill in  Rockland  township  which  he  ran  for 
a  time,  and  he  continued  to  reside  there  until 
his  death.  On  Feb.  20,  1834,  Henr}'  Mays 
married  Lavina  Karns,  and  they  had  a  large 
family,  namely :  Angeline ;  Jennie ;  Flora  : 
Elizabeth;  Maj.  William  B..  who  was  killed 
in  battle  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
in  whose  honor  the  Frankh'n  G.  A.  R.  Post  is 
named;  Larimer,  who  also  entered  the  service 
during  the  Civil  war,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany L,  64th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Stony  Creek  Station, 
Dec.  I,  1864;  Alpheus,  also  a  member  of  Com- 
pany L,  64th  Regiment,  who  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Stony  Creek  Station  and  died 
from  the  effects  of  his  wounds  Jan.  20.  1865 : 
Philander,  now  deceased,  who  served  through- 
out the  Civil  war  and  returned  to  live  in  Ve- 
nanfi^o  county:  and  George  E. 

George  E.  Mays,  bom  in  1844  '"  Richland 
township.  Venango  county,  remained  at  home, 
assisting  his  father,  up  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years.  He  was  well  prepared  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  life,  being  allowed  good 
educational  advantages  for  the  times,  and  re- 
ceiving valuable  training  while  associated  with 
his  father,  who  was  well  qualified  to  teach  him 
the  principles  of  business.  When  he  started  out 
on  his  own  account  he  went  into  the  oil  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  done  well  at  every  lo- 
cation. Upon  his  father's  death  he  bought 
the  interests  of  his  fathers  partner  in  Rock- 
land township  and  devoted  himself  to  opera- 
tions there  for  eight  years,  after  which  he 
began  the  production  of  oil  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship, where  he  still  retains  a  lease.    His  home 
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has  been  in  Franklin  since  1903,  the  family 
having  a  comfortable  residence  at  No.  305 
Elk  street.  Mr.  Mays  is  thoroughly  esteemed 
by  those  who  know  him  for  his  honorable  deal- 
ings and  substantial  character  and-  stands  well 
as  a  citizen.  He  has  never  participated  actively 
in  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Mays  married  Emma  Mays,  daughter 
of  Lewis  Mays,  and  they  have  two  daughters : 
Austa,  who  is  the  wife  of  Claud  Colegrove,  of 
Franklin,  and  has  one  child,  a  daughter  Paige ; 
and  Hazel,  at  home  with  her  parents.  The 
family  are  associated  with  the  Methodist 
Church. 

JOHN  PETER  MOYER  (deceased)  was. 
long  a  substantial  business  man  of  Venango 
county,  where  he  is  well  remembered  for  his 
competent  workmanship  and  admirable  per- 
sonal characteristics.  Capable,  honest  and 
trustworthy,  he  stood  well  with  his  fellow  men 
wherever  he  was  known,  and  left  a  name  which 
was  synonymous  with  honorable  dealing.  Bom 
in  Lehigh  county,  Pa.,  Mr.  Moyer  was  a  son 
of  John  Peter  Moyer,  who  lived  and  died  in 
that  county. 

Mr.  Moyer  spent  his  early  years  in  his  na- 
tive county,  but  he  was  little  more  than  a  boy 
when  he  came  to  western  Pennsylvania,  lo- 
cating at  Barkeyville,  in  Irwin  township,  Ve- 
nango county.  He  learned  the  painter's  trade, 
at  which  he  became  very  skillful,  and  as  he 
added  to  his  experience  made  a  specialty  of 
house  decorating,  following  that  line  in  V^e- 
nango  county  throughout  his  active  years.  In 
1892  he  removed  from  Barkeyville  to  Frank- 
lin, where  his  death  occurred  Dec.  3,  1910, 
and  he  is  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 

Mr.  Moyer  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Damie  Ann  (Riddle)  Phipps,  daughter 
of  William  Riddle,  of  Irwin  township.  She 
survives  him,  making  her  home  in  Franklin. 
By  her  first  marriage,  to  Harvey  C.  Phipps, 
son  of  Samuel  and  Amelia  (Halyday)  Phipps, 
she  had  one  son,  William  Ord  Phipps.  To 
her  union  with  Mr.  Moyer  were  born  two 
children,  namely:  Frank  C,  who  married 
Catherine  Rockwell  and  has  two  children, 
Emily  Catherine  and  William  Harry;  and 
Harry  Riddle,  who  is  married  to  Fleta  E. 
Mor^^an  (thev  have  no  children). 

William  Ord  Phipps,  now  a  successful 
business  man  of  Franklin,  was  bom  March 
3.  1880,  in  Clinton  township,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  Franklin,  and  when  ready  to  enter 
business  life  he  engaged  in  the  clothing  trade. 
In  1907  he  formed  a  partnership  with  F.  M. 


Sykes  under  the  firm  name  of  Phipps  &  Sykes, 
clothiers,  who  conduct  a  store  on  Thirteenth 
street  which  commands  a  large  share  of  the 
local  patronage.  On  Aug.  30,  1905,  Mr. 
Phipps  married  Mai^aret  Remp,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  D.  (Mundle)  Remp.  He  is  a 
York  Rite  Mason,  affiliated  with  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Franklin 
Commandery,  No.  44,  K.  T.  His  ancestry  ap- 
pears in  full  in  the  sketch  of  Cyrus  D.  Phipps, 
in  this  work. 

JOHN  FORNOF,  though  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  Oil  City,  is  still  in  active  business 
life  as  an  oil  producer,  to  which  line  he  has 
given  most  of  his  attention  for  the  last  twenty 
years  or  more.  As  proprietor  of  a  reliable 
meat  market  for  over  thirty  years  he  became 
well  and  favorably  known  to  most  of  the  resi- 
dents of  the  place,  and  he  has  served  his 
townsmen  capably  in  various  public  trusts, 
though  of  late  years  he  has  given  up  direct 
participation  in  the  administration  of  the  local 
government.  Mr.  Fomof  has  been  a  resident 
of  Oil  City  continuously  since  1867.  He  is  'a 
native  of  Germany,  born  Feb.  19,  1834,  son 
of  William  Fomof,  who  brought  his  family 
to  America  about  1840.  locating  first  in  what 
is  now  the  southern  part  of  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, then  known  as  Birmingham.  During 
the  rest  of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Allegheny  and  Butler  counties,  Pa., 
dying  in  Allegheny  county  when  seventy- 
seven  years  old.  His  family  consisted  of  six 
children,  namely:  Peter,  William,  George, 
John,  Adam  and  Margaret. 

John  Fornof  was  reared  at  the  family  home 
in  Allegheny  county.  Pa.,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  butcher  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  sub- 
sequently became  engaged  in  the  business  on 
his  own  account.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
also  followed  boating  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
and  he  first  came  to  Oil  City  in  186$,  locating 
here  permanently  in  1867.  Here  he  entered 
business  life  as  a  butcher,  and  made  a  success 
of  his  establishment,  which  he  carried  on  un- 
til igoo,  acquiring  a  high  reputation  for  hon- 
orable dealing  and  satisfactory  service  to  all 
bis  patrons.  Meantime,  in  1895,  ^^  ^^d  be- 
come interested  in  the  production  of  oil.  his 
first  lease  being  on  Palace  Hill.  Later,  in  com- 
pany with  W.  B.  Porr  and  Arthur  Neath,  he 
purchased  a  lease  near  Pithole,  Venango  coun- 
ty, operating  at  that  location  for  a  time,  and 
he  now  holds  producing  properties  in  the  Sev- 
enth and  Tenth  wards,  in  Oil  City,  which  oc- 
cupy as  much  time  as  he  cares  to  devote  to 
such  responsibilities.    Mr.  Fornof  has  become 
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widely  acquainted  in  Oil  City  and  the  adja- 
cent territory,  both  in  business  connections 
and  in  his  ofiicial  activities.  For  four  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  common  council  of  Oil 
City,  in  which  capacity  he  applied  himself  loy- 
ally to  the  best  interests  of  those  whom  he 
represented,  and  he  served  three  years  as  street 
commissioner  and  for  some  time  on  the  water 
board,  earning  the  respect  of  all  his  fellow 
citizens  by  his  intelligent  attention  to  the  obli- 
gations of  his  various  positions.  Many  years 
ago  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  in  which  he  still  holds  member- 
ship. 

Mr.  Fcmof  resides  at  No.  206  Hoffman 
avenue.  He  married  Caroline  Schfanitt,  and 
five  children  of  this  marriaee  are  living,  viz. : 
William,  now  a  resident  of  Sharon,  Pa.,  en- 
gaged in  the  butcher  business;  Emma,  who 
lives  at  home;  Thomas,  also  of  Sharon,  and 
associated  in  business  with  his  brother  Wil- 
liam ;  Walter,  a  machinist,  living  in  Oil  City ; 
and  George,  who  lives  in  Pittsburgh,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  butcher  and  grocery  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account. 

THOMAS  SMITH  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  the  proprietor  of  a  thriving  ma- 
chinist business  at  Rouseville  which  was  the 
leading  industry  of  the  place  in  its  day,  and 
which  together  with  his  oil  operations  brought 
him  into  association  with  many  men  then  en- 
gaged in  the  oil  business,  among  whom  he  had 
the  highest  standing.  His  good  judgment  and 
capability  brought  him  success  in  both  lines, 
and  he  had  a  reputation  for  honorable  dealing 
which  made  him  as  greatly  respected  for  his 
sterling  personal  character  as  for  the  substan- 
tial position  he  won  through  his  own  efforts. 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
born  in  1839  2tt  Hamilton,  and  came  to  Rouse- 
ville in  1864,  settling  on  the  old  Steele  farm 
(now  the  Waitz  property)  in  Complanter 
township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.  He  had  learned 
the  trade  of  machinist  at  Hamilton,  Ontario, 
and  later  opened  a  machine  shop  in  partnership 
with  Braden  Enos  under  the  firm  name  of 
Smith  &  Enos.  In  1865  he  became  engaged  in 
business  in  Rouseville  as  member  of  the  firm 
of  Smith  &  Walker,  becoming  sole  owner  of 
the  shop  in  1870  and  operating  it  successfully 
as  a  greneral  machine  establishment  the  rest  of 
his  life.  He  bought  the  patent  of  what  was 
known  as  the  Smith  patent  Crumlie  tubing 
tongs,  the  best  on  the  market  at  that  time,  and 
manufactured  them  extensively,  their  produc- 
tion being  a  profitable  feature  of  his  business. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  had  large  invest- 


ments in  oil  properties  and  carried  on  oil  pro- 
duction, operating  up  Cherry  nm,  in  the  Brad- 
ford field,  and  on  Upper  Two  Mile  run  and 
in  Cranberry  township,  Venango  coimty.  Mr. 
Smith  took  a  sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  locality  which  he  chose  for  his  home,  and 
served  his  fellow  citizens  faithfully  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board.  He  died  in  September, 
1888,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
1867  Mr.  Smith  married  Elizabeth  Kuster, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  Kuster,  the 
former  of  whom'died  in  New  York  State.  Mrs. 
Smith  came  to  Venango  county  in  1865  and  set- 
tled at  Rouseville,  where  she  continued  to  re- 
side for  many  years.  She  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  son  Charles,  at  No.  201  Lincoln  street. 
Oil  City.  Allen  P.  Smith,  the  younger  of  the 
two  sons  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Smith, 
is  now  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  having  charge  of  the 
Joseph  Reid  gas  engine  plant  at  that  point. 

Charles  J.  Smith,  eldest  son  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Kuster)  Smith,  was  bom  at 
Rouseville  May  11,  1868,  and  spent  his  early 
life  in  his  native  place.  After  receiving  such 
advantages  as  the  local  public  schools  afforded 
he  attended  Duff's  business  college  at  Pitts- 
burgh, from  which  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  spring  of  1888,  and  as  his  father 
died  later  in  the  same  year  he  was  soon  obliged 
to  assume  important  business  responsibilities. 
Though  he  had  had  little  time  to  acquire  ex- 
perience he  had  the  courage  to  undertake  the 
management  of  his  father's  extensive  oil  prop- 
erties, becoming  his  mother's  partner  under  the 
name  of  Mrs.  E.  Smith  &  Son,  and  the  produc- 
tion of  oil  has  been  continued  successfully  up 
to  the  present  time.  They  have  fruitful  hold- 
ings in  the  gray  sand  district  in  Cranberry 
township,  and  a  tract  of  about  205  acres  on 
Upper  Two  Mile  run,  all  of  which  is  oil  terri- 
tory and  under  development.  On  his  own  ac- 
count Mr.  Smith  has  acquired  interests  in  oil 
and  gas  companies  in  Clarion  county,  and  is 
well  and  favorably  known  in  his  various  con- 
nections. He  has  made  many  friends  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  activities,  and  has  a  specially 
wide  acquaintanceship  in  the  Masonic  bodies, 
affiliating  with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  & 
A.  M. :  Oil  City  Chapter.  No.  236,  R.  A.  M. 
f  past  hieh  priest)  ;  Franklin  Council,  R.  &  S. 
M. ;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43.  K.  T. ;  Ve- 
nango Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Oil  City ;  Pitts- 
burgh Consistory,  thirty-second  degree;  and 
Syria  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Pitts- 
bure^h. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Rosa  Baker,  daughter  of 
William  Baker,  of  Rouseville,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Charles  Junior,  now   (1918)    eight 
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years  old.  Though  he  has  not  taken  any  direct 
part  in  public  affairs  Mr.  Smith  has  lived  up 
to  the  same  high  standards  of  citizenship  ad- 
hered to  by  his  father,  and  like  him  has  endeav- 
ored to  deserve  an  honored  place  among  the 
desirable  members  of  the  community. 

JOHN  FRITZ,  a  venerable  resident  of  Oil 
City,  has  spent  eighty  of  his  ninety  years  in 
Venango  county  and  has  witnessed  many  of 
its  most  important  changes.  His  active  busi- 
ness life  was  coincident  with  the  most  remark- 
able period  of  its  transformation  from  early 
to  modem  conditions,  and  his  record  has  its 
proper  place  in  the  history  of  the  county  and 
Oil  City,  where  he  was  in  business  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century.  He  has  always  taken  a  good 
citizen's  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, being  one  of  its  valued  members.  Dur- 
ing a  long  and  continuous  residence  in  the  city 
he  has  become  well  known  among  its  inhabi- 
tants as  **Uncle*'  John  Fritz. 

The  Fritz  family  came  here  from  Berks 
county,  where  Mr.  Fritz's  grandfather  was  a 
farmer,  living  and  dying  in  th^t  county.  His 
children  were:  Jacob,  who  died  in  Reading, 
Pa.;  Michael,  who  died  at  Schuylkill  Haven, 
Pa.  (he  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812)  ; 
Daniel,  who  died  at  Pottstown,  Pa. ;  Mary,  who 
married  George  Heater ;  and  John. 

John  Fritz,  father  of  John  Fritz,  of  Oil  City, 
was  bom  Jan.  20,  1792,  in  Berks  county,  Pa., 
and  lived  there  until  his  removal  to  Venango 
county.  He  leamed  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
and  had  a  shop  in  Oley  township,  later  locat- 
ing in  Heidelberg  township,  where  he  had  a 
^istmill  and  farm  as  well  as  a  blacksmith  shop. 
On  April  9,  1838,  he  left  Berks  county,  taking 
his  family  and  household  goods  in  two  wagons, 
by  which  means  they  made  the  trip  to  Venango 
county.  Pa.,  in  two  weeks.  They  located  in 
what  is  now  Richland  township,  where  they 
were  among  the  pioneer  settlers.  Mr.  Fritz 
buying  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  theirs 
was  the  first  improved  settlement  in  the  district. 
He  followed  farming,  and  being:  a  skilled  me- 
chanic as  well  as  agriculturist  became  one  of 
the  prosperous  residents  of  the  neigrhborhood, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  Septem- 
ber. 1852.  He  is  buried  at  Petersburg.  Rich- 
land townshio.  Mr.  Fritz  was  an  intelligent 
man  and  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in 
all  local  affairs  of  general  interest,  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  township  school  board  and 
an  official  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  whose 
congrreeation  he  was  an  effective  worker  for 
many  years.    He  helped  to  cut  the  brush  from 


the  site  of  the  first  building  erected  by  the 
Lutheran  and  Reformed  congregations  at  Pe- 
tersburg.   Politically  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Fritz  married  Catherine  Rhoads,  like 
himself  a  native  of  Berks  county,  Pa.,  bom  at 
Baumstown,  and  she  survived  him,  reaching 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She 
is  buried  beside  her  husband.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, Harriet  married  Abraham  Koch  and 
lived  on  the  old  homestead  at  Petersburg,  Ve- 
nango county,  where  they  died;  they  had  a 
family  of  ten  children.  Amelia  married  Abra- 
ham Gilbert,  and  they  settled  in  Beaver  town- 
ship, Clarion  Co.,  Pa. ;  they  had  six  children. 
Hezekiah  married  Carolina  Klinger,  and  they 
also  resided  in  Beaver  township,  Clarion  coim- 
ty.  Elmira  married  Andrew  Huntzeker,  and 
they  lived  and  died  at  Akron,  Ohio.  Franklin, 
who  died  in  December,  191 7,  at  Salem,  Cran- 
berry township,  Venango  county,  married  Felie 
Troutner.  John,  twin  of  Franklin,  is  men- 
tioned below.  Aaron  married  Fannie  Neely. 
Caroline  married  Daniel  Hail,  and  both  died 
in  Richland  township,  this  county. 

John  Fritz,  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Rhoads)  Fritz,  was  bom  Nov.  15,  1827,  in 
Oley  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  came  to 
Venango  county  with  his  parents,  he  and  his 
twin  brother  Frank,  and  their  sisters,  Amelia 
and  Elmira,  walking  practically  all  the  way 
from  Berks  county.  He  remained  on  the  home 
farm  until  seventeen  years  old,  when  he  went 
to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  following  it  for 
seven  years,  up  to  the  time  that  he  and  his 
brother  Aaron  bought  the  stock  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm,  which  they  operated  for  eighteen 
months.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Pine  Grove  township, 
this  county,  continuing  in  that  line  for  thir- 
teen years,  until  his  removal  to  Oil  City,  in 
1864.  Here  he  built  the  "City  Hotel,"  cutting 
and  sawing:  the  timber  himself,  and  rented  it  to 
others  until  1870,  when  he  moved  it  and  ran  it 
on  his  own  account  for  eighteen  months.  It 
is  still  doing  business.  When  he  left  the  hotel 
he  bought  propertv  at  No.  115  East  Second 
street  and  built  a  fine  home,  the  place  he  still 
occupies,  for  some  years  afterward  following 
the  stone  business  and  quarrying  as  a  con- 
tractor, beine:  so  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  his 
retirement  in  1888.  His  leisure  years  have 
been  passed  very  enjoyablv.  He  has  always  been 
a  great  reader,  and  especiallv  devoted  to  Bible 
study,  having  read  the  Bible  through  several 
times  in  the  course  of  his  researches.  Though 
in  his  ninety-first  year  he  takes  daily  walks 
and  keeps  up  his  interest  in  local  happenings 
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and  public  matters  of  common  concern,  and  his 
narrations  of  early  experiences  in  western 
Pennsylvania  are  extremely  interesting. 

Mr.  Fritz  married  Lavina  Knight,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Reichard)  Knight,  her 
father  coming  from  the  East  and  settling  in 
Richland  township  among  its  first  pioneers. 
He  was  a  great  hunter  in  his  day.  Mrs.  Fritz 
died  April  9,  1904,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and 
is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery,  at  Oil  City. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union :  Joanna 
is  the  wife  of  George  Truby  and  has  a  large 
family;  they  lived  on  the  South  Side  in  Oil 
City.  Catherine  and  William  died  in  infancy. 
Daniel  married  Mary  Ellen  Kohler,  who  died 
in  1905,  and  they  had  two  children ;  he  resides 
in  South  Oil  City.  Mary  Ellen  is  the  widow  of 
Levi  H.  Dale,  who  died  in  1916,  and  lives  on 
the  South  Side  in  Oil  City ;  she  has  one  child. 
John  F.  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  Company  since  1876,  and  is 
a  resident  of  East  Aurora,  N.  Y. ;  he  married 
Etta  Powers,  who  died  in  191 7,  the  mother  of 
four  children.  Harvey,  now  the  leading  jewel- 
er in  Oil  City,  married  Emily  Myers,  and  they 
have  three  children.  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Al- 
ton Lowery,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  has  two 
children.  Winnes  A.  married  John  W.  Kohl- 
man,  of  Oil  City,  and  has  two  sons,  Millard 
L.  and  George  Victor,  the  latter  now  in  the 
United  States  army  and  ser\'ing  in  France; 
Millard  L.  Kohlman  married  Alyce  Davis,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Winnes  and  Mary 
Anita. 

JOHNT.  P.  WATSON  (deceased)  was  for 
a  number  of  years  a  substantial  business  man 
of  Franklin,  where  his  widow  still  resides.  He 
was  active  in  public  affairs  also,  serving  as 
councilman  and  in  other  official  positions,  and 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  so  carried  himself  as 
to  win  the  esteem  and  high  regard  of  his  asso- 
ciates. 

Mr.  Watson  was  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Esther 
(Irwin)  Watson,  who  came  from  England  and 
settled  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  later  locating  at 
Lisbon,  in  Scrubgrass  township,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.  Daniel  Watson  there  erected  an  axe  fac- 
tory which  he  had  in  operation  by  April,  1850, 
conducting  it  until  his  death,  in  April,  1853, 
when  he  was  in  his  fifty-third  year.  His  wid- 
ow and  partner,  Isaac  Robinson,  carried  it  on 
afterward.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  this 
factory  was  destroyed  nine  times  by  overflow- 
ing water.  One  of  the  sons  of  Daniel  Watson, 
Joseph  R.  Watson,  served  through  the  Civil 
war.  and  subsequentlv  established  the  Watson 
coal  yards  at   Franklin,  where  he  settled  in 


1865.    He  married  Alma  Reeves,  of  Wisconsin, 
and  had  one  son,  William  J. 

John  T.  P.  Watson  was  engaged  from  1853 
to  1856  in  learning  the  trade  of  saddler.  In 
1859  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Franklin, 
where  he  became  proprietor  of  the  Watson 
Saddlery,  and  later  he  re-opened  the  coal  yards 
formerly  carried  on  by  his  brother.  He  was 
an  influential  man  in  the  town  in  his  day,  his 
intelligence  and  public  spirit  making  him  very 
valuable  as  a  citizen.  His  death  occurred  Jan. 
15,  1917.  In  1861  Mr.  Watson  married  Flor- 
ence Brigham,  daughter  of  George  and  Cath- 
erine (Power)  Brigham,  and  of  the  four  chil- 
dren born  to  them  George  died  May  15,  1916; 
Joseph  B.  married  Katherine  Beam,  and  has 
one  son,  James  Harold  (they  reside  at  Atlantic 
City,  X.  J.);  Edward  R.  and  Elizabeth  B. 
live  with  their  mother  in  the  old  homestead  at 
No.  1330  Elk  street,  in  Franklin. 

George  Brigham,  father  of  Mrs.  Florence 
Watson,  was  bom  June  7,  1788,  at  Hull,  York- 
shire, England,  son  of  Robert  and  Lady  Ann 
(Ayr)  Brigham,  both  of  whom  died  in  that 
country.  He  came  to  this  country  in  the  year 
18 1 7,  sailing  from  Liverpool  in  the  vessel 
**Minerva"  March  17th,  and  soon  afterward 
settled  at  Franklin,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  a  skilled  mechanic, 
a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  also  a  painter  and 
glazier,  so  that  he  had  no  difficulty  in  finding 
occupation,  but  after  a  time  he  decided  to  go 
into  business  and  accordingly  opened  up  a  gro- 
cery and  notions  store.  The  trade  prospered, 
and  he  continued  merchandising  until  his  death, 
when  his  widow  took  the  business  and  carried 
it  on  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Brigham  took 
an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  day,  and  was  a 
Whig  in  political  sentiment.  He  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  but  later 
united  with  the  Presbyterians. 

On  Dec.  2.  1819,  Mr.  Brigham  married  Cath- 
erine Power,  who  was  bom  Sept.  10,  1803, 
at  Franklin,  Venangfo  county,  being  the  first 
white  female  child  bom  at  that  place,  where 
her  parents,  George  and  Margaret  (Bowman) 
Power,  were  the  first  permanent  settlers.  Mr. 
Brigham  died  Oct.  19,  1846,  in  his  fifty-ninth 
year,  and  his  wife  survived  him  many  years, 
passing  away  Feb.  28,  1884.  They  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children  (two  others  dying:  in 
infancy),  namely:  Catherine  Ann,  born  Nov. 
ID,  1820,  married  John  Haslet,  and  lived  to  the 
ae^e  of  eighty-five  years,  five  months;  Robert 
Ayr,  born  June  25,  1823,  married  Mary  Phipps 
(he  graduated  in  medicine  but  never  practiced, 
engaging  in  merchandising  and  serving  some 
years  as  postmaster  at  Franklin)  ;  George  W.. 
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born  Sept.  26,  1825,  married  Jane  Bestwick, 
and  died  Dec.  7,  1885 ;  Thaddeus  W.,  bom  Oct. 
31,  1827,  married  Elizabeth  Bleakley;  Frances 
Mary,  born  Oct.  24,  1831,  married  George 
Cooic  Turner,  and  died  in  1916  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years  ,^  William  P.,  bom  July  28, 
1832,  married  Elizabeth  C.  Smith,  and  died 
aged  eighty-three  years;  Lydia  Eliza  L.,  bom 
Oct.  2,  1835,  married  Absalom  Smith,  and 
died  July  7,  1875;  Ralph  M.,  bom  Aug.  24, 
1839,  was  married  Aug.  12,  1862,  to  Jane 
Whiteley,  and  of  their  five  children  three  are 
living,  Clarence  Lewis,  Ralph  O.  and  Lillie 
Bell;  Florence,  bom  Sept.  26,  1841,  is  the 
widow  of  John  T.  P.  Watson,  and  she  and 
her  brother  Ralph  are  the  only  survivors  of 
this  large  family. 

Mrs.  Catherine  (Power)  Brigham  was  a 
much  esteemed  resident  of  Franklin  to  the 
close  of  her  long  life.  Her  early  life,  spent 
among  its  pioneer  scenes  and  inhabitants,  had 
many  incidents  of  interest  connected  with  its 
history.  She  was  acquainted  with  the  old  Indi- 
an chief  Cornplanter  and  knew  much  of  his 
history.  Up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage  she 
resided  with  her  parents  in  the  first  house  built 
at  Franklin,  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of 
the  Judge  Tmnkey  home. 

F.  EARLE  MAGEE,  M.  D.,  now  engaged 
in  practice  at  Oil  City  as  an  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat  specialist,  is  adding  prestige  to  his  own 
reputation  and  to  a  name  which  has  come  to  be 
highly  respected  in  the  medical  fraternity  in 
Venango  county  by  his  skillful  services.  He 
had  several  years  of  experience  in  successful 
general  practice  at  Utica,  this  county,  before 
his  removal  to  Oil  City,  where  he  has  offices 
in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  building.  A  native  of  New 
Vernon,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  Dr.  Magee  was  born 
in  1882,  son  of  the  late  William  C.  Magee,  a 
farmer  of  that  county,  where  he  died  May  3, 
1909.  The  latter's  family  consisted  of  four 
children :  George  C.  Magee,  M.  D.,  also  a  phy- 
sician of  Oil  City;  Miss  Maude,  a  trained 
nurse,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  who  was  for  a 
term  engaged  as  a  nurse  for  the  Doctors  Mayo, 
of  Rochester,  Minn.;  F.  Earle;  and  Jennie, 
wife  of  Dr.  Raymond  White,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

After  completing  the  course  in  the  public 
schools  F.  Earle  Magee  entered  McElwain 
Institute,  at  New  Lebanon,  Mercer  county, 
was  graduated  in  1904,  and  then  matricu- 
lated at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he 
finished  the  course  in  medicine  in  1908.  For 
the  six  years  following  he  was  in  general 
practice  at  Utica,  Venango  county,  and  then 


for  some  time  devoted  himself  to  special  study 
of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  at  Chicago  and 
in  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic,  centering  his 
attention  upon  the  treatment  of  those  organs 
when  he  resumed  active  practice,  at  Oil  City. 
He  is  considered  an  authority  in  his  line,  and 
consulted  by  other  physicians  as  well  as  the 
laity.  He  maintains  associations  with  the  lead- 
ing professional  organizations,  being  especially 
active  in  the  Medical  Club  of  Oil  City,  and  an 
interested  member  of  the  Venango  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medi- 
cal Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation. Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Franklin, 
Pa.;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  R.  A.  M.; 
and  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge,  No.  12,  of  Deckard, 
Pa.  As  a  citizen  Dr.  Magee  is  earning  the 
esteem  of  his  townsmen  for  his  cooperation  in 
all  things  aflfecting  the  general  welfare. 

On  June  12,  191 2,  Dr.  Magee  married  Mabel 
M.  Wallace,  daughter  of  J.  T.  Wallace,  a  resi- 
dent of  Utica,  Pa.,  who  served  thirteen  years 
as  commissioner  of  Venango  county,  being  one 
of  the  most  popular  incumbents  of  that  office. 

CHARLES  W.  GLEASON,  a  resident  of 
Oil  City  since  1909  and  engaged  as  engineer 
with  the  L^nited  Natural  Gas  Company,  has  a 
record  for  the  successful  handling  of  responsi- 
ble duties  which  has  brought  him  high  stand- 
ing in  his  chosen  profession.  He  is  a  native 
of  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  born  Dec.  24,  1869,  and 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  New  England 
families,  his  first  ancestor  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  Thomas  Gleason,  having  landed  at 
Boston  between  1630  and  1635.  He  was  a 
Puritan,  and  probably  came  from  Rancashire, 
England.  The  name  was  originally  spelled 
Glezen. 

Asa  Gleason,  great-grandfather  of  Charles 
W.  Gleason,  was  born  Feb.  24,  1759,  at  Rowe, 
Mass.,  and  died  Sept.  4,  1835,  at  Adams,  N.  Y., 
where  he  is  buried,  in  the  Sand  street  cemetery. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
ser\'ing  as  a  private  in  Capt.  Lawrence  Kemp's 
Company,  Col.  David  Wells's  Hampshire 
County  Regiment,  in  which  he  enlisted  May 
10,  1777.  and  several  of  his  brothers  also 
served  in  that  company.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
bridge  builder,  and  followed  farming  and  mill- 
ing at  Adams,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  most 
of  his  life  was  passed.  At  the  close  of  the 
Revolution  he  and  a  brother  operated  a  salt 
well  which  they  owned  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
continuing  thus  for  a  year,  when  Asa  Gleason 
went  back  to  Jefferson  county,  his  brother  set- 
tling in  Pennsylvania.     Asa  Gleason  adhered 
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to  the  Puritan  faith  of  his  ancestors  and  was 
an  active  church  worker.  He  married  Hannah 
Rogers,  who  was  born  March  24,  1759,  and 
died  Dec.  8, 1829,  at  Adams,  N.  Y. 

Asa  Gleason,  Jr.,  grandfather  of  Charles  W. 
Gleason,  was  born  Jan.  19,  1794,  at  Rowe, 
Mass.,  and  died  May  10,  1842,  at  Adams,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the 
Sand  street  cemetery.  He  followed  both  grist 
and  saw  milling  at  Adams,  being  engaged  all 
his  life  at  that  calling,  and  for  some  time  also 
conducted  a  general  store  at  Lorraine,  a 
nearby  village.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and 
a  veteran  of  the  war  of  181 2,  enlisting  for 
the  service  at  Adams  and  joining  the  army  in 
time  for  the  battle  of  Sacketts  Harbor,  which 
constituted  his  chief  active  military  experi- 
ence. He  was  a  Methodist  in  religious  asso- 
ciation. His  wife,  Lucy  (Wilcox),  born 
March  20,  1797,  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  died  Nov. 
28,  1887,  at  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  was  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  Wilcox,  who  moved  from  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  in  1800  with  a  party  of  colonists,  found- 
ing the  village  of  Litchfield,  N.  Y.,  near  Herki- 
mer ;  her  mother's  maiden  name  was  Fox.  The 
Wilcox  family  moved  in  1802  to  Worth,  Jef- 
ferson Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  in  the  woods, 
being  among  the  original  settlers  in  that  town- 
ship. They  were  farming  people.  Five  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gleason: 
Benjamin  F.,  bom  Jan.  5,  1819,  died  Nov.  20, 
1905;  Lucy  A.,  bora  Jan.  11,  1821,  died  Nov. 
15,  1841 ;  Malinda,  born  Sept.  7,  1823,  died 
Aug.  10,  1846;  Louis  P.,  born  Oct.  11,  1827, 
died  March  7,  1849;  Albert  L.  is  mentioned 
below. 

Albert  L.  Gleason  was  bom  March  8,  1829, 
at  Adams,*  N.  Y.,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
millwright,  which  was  his  life  occupation.  In 
1845  he  went  to  Watertown  and  commenced 
to  leam  the  trade  of  plane-maker,  but  soon 
changed  to  millwrighting,  which  he  followed 
throughout  his  active  years.  He  died  May  28, 
1907,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  whither  he  had  gone 
a  month  previously  to  reside  with  his  son,  his 
wife,  Emily  S.  (Reed),  having  died  at  Water- 
town  March  29,  1907,  on  Easter  Sunday.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gleason  are  buried  in  the  North  Side 
cemetery  at  Watertown.  She  was  born  in  Octo- 
ber, 1829,  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  David 
Reed  and  Mary  (Dickens)  Reed,  the  former  of 
Welsh  stock,  the  latter  of  English  extraction. 
David  Reed  came  from  CardiflF,  Wales,  to 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  when  twenty  years  old,  and  spent 
the  rest  of  his  life  there,  successfully  engaged 
as  an  architect  and  builder.  He  and  his  wife 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Tabernacle 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 


early  deacons.  Their  children  were:  Dr. 
James,  of  New  York;  John  and  Charles,  of 
Utica ;  Susan,  Mrs.  Hiram  Qark,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Henry  Soule,  of  Sandy 
Creek,  N.  Y.;  and  Emily  S.,  Mrs.  Albert  L. 
Gleason.  The  parents  of  this  family  are  buried 
at  Utica. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gleason  were  active  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Watertown,  where 
he  was  also  prominent  in  the  local  militia,  hav- 
ing organized  the  first  company  formed  at  Wa- 
tertown, of  which  he  was  commissioned  cap- 
tain. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Rochester 
Grays,  and  continued  his  interest  in  such  mat- 
ters to  the  close  of  his  life,  attending  the  reun- 
ions of  his  old  comrades  regularly.  Politically 
he  was  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  reared  • 
two  sons,  namely:  Albert  R.,  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  who  married  Addie  Hayslop;  and 
Charles  W. 

Charles  W.  Gleason  was  reared  at  Water- 
town,  and  continued  his  studies  there  through 
the  high  school,  later  taking  a  special  course 
in  engineering  at  Cornell  University.  Subse- 
quently he  did  special  work  in  chemistry  at  the 
same  institution.  He  learned  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist in  the  plant  of  the  New  York  Air  Brake 
Company  at  Watertown,  whence  he  went  to 
Carthage  to  take  a  position  as  machinist  with 
the  Ryther  &  Pringle  Iron  Works,  afterward 
working  at  his  trade  in  New  York  City  and 
for  the  Watertown  Steam  Engine  Company  as 
erecting  engineer.  He  spent  another  two  years 
in  New  York  City  as  erecting  engineer,  and 
was  at  the  Benson  mines  in  the  Adirondack 
mountains,  in  charge  of  mines  and  concen- 
trator for  the  Magnetic  Iron  Ore  Company, 
for  some  time  before  coming  to  Oil  City,  Pa., 
in  the  fall  of  1909.  Here  he  entered  the  Na- 
tional Transit  Shops,  and  filled  a  number  of 
important  commissions  while  associated  with 
the  Standard  Oil  interests,  in  March,  1910, 
taking  a  lot  of  machinery  from  Oil  City  to 
Louisiana,  where  he  erected  it  and  set  pump- 
ing operations  going,  making  his  headquarters 
meantime  at  Shreveport.  In  June  he  returned 
to  Pennsylvania  and  was  sent  to  Jefferson 
county  to  erect  a  compressing  station  at  Sigel 
for  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company,  remain- 
ing there  one  year.  About  the  time  that  work 
was  completed  the  department  of  engineering 
of  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company  was  or- 
ganized and  Mr.  Gleason  was  made  division 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  erection  and  opera- 
tion of  compressing  stations,  in  which  work 
he  has  since  been  engaged.  He  has  entered 
heartily  into  local  interests,  being  a  director 
of  the  Oil  City  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  chairman  of 
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the  Educational  committee;  a  trustee  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  and  president  of  the 
board;  a  member  of  the  National  Security 
League,  and  of  the  Red  Cross.  On  political 
issues  he  is  a  Republican. 

In  July,  1897,  Mr-  Gleason  was  married,  at 
Carthage,  N.  Y.,  to  Mabel  Amy  Fulton,  a  na- 
tive of  that  place,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Mabel  Reed,  born  Jan.  20,  191 3. 

James  Fulton,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Gleason, 
was  born  at  Wilna,  Jefferson  Co.,  Pa.,  near 
the  old  family  estate,  and  spent  his  life  there, 
dying  when  comparatively  a  youn^  man.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  He  is  buried  at 
Natural  Bridge.  N.  Y.  Mr.  Fulton  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church  and  a 
Republican  in  politics.  Five  children  were 
bom  to  his  marriage  with  Caroline  Nichols, 
viz. :  John  C. ;  Frank,  who  married  Sarah 
Brown;  Mary,  who  married  Thaddeus  E. 
Wilkinson;  Larissa,  who  died  when  eighteen 
years  old ;  and  Simeon,  who  died  when  seven- 
teen years  old.  The  mother  was  bom  at  Den- 
mark, Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  when 
eighty-six  years  old. 

John  C.  Fulton,  father  of  Mrs.  Gleason,  was 
bom  in  August,  1844,  on  a  farm  at  Wilna,  Jef- 
ferson county,  and  died  in  September,  1889, 
at  Carthage,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law.  In  his  earlier 
manhood  he  taught  in  the  district  schools, 
studying  law  in  the  office  of  Henry  Purcell,  of 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,  and  receiving  admission  to 
the  bar  in  1868.  He  is  buried  at  Carthage, 
where  he  was  well  known,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Politically  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. In  1869  Mr.  Fulton  married  Mary  Louise 
Woodward,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  N.  Y., 
bom  Dec.  i,  1847,  who  survives  him,  making 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gleason. 
Three  children  were  bom  of  this  marriage: 
Edwin  W.,  of  Lowville,  N.  Y.,  married  to 
Myrtle  Strickland :  Carrie  E.,  a  teacher  at  Har- 
rison, N.  Y. ;  and  Mabel  Amy,  wife  of  Charles 
W.  Gleason,  of  Oil  City. 

Mrs.  Fulton  is  a  granddaughter  of  Caleb 
Woodward,  a  homeopathic  physician  and  drug- 
gist of  Evans  Mills,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  spent  all  of  his  long  life,  reaching 
the  age  of  eighty- four  years.  His  wife,  Dorcas 
(Conant),  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
and  they  are  buried  at  Evans  Mills.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  William, 
who  died  young ;  Erasmus  D. ;  and  Amy  P. 
The  parents  were  Baptists  in  religious  belief, 
and  Dr.  Woodward  was  a  Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical convictions. 


Erasmus  Darwin  Woodward,  father  of  Mrs. 
Fulton,  was  bom  in  May,  1813,  near  Herki- 
mer, N.  Y.,  and  was  a  general  merchant  at 
Philadelphia,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  March, 
1858.  He  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat  and 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Wood- 
ward married  Eunice  Crandall,  who  was  bom 
March  23,  1813,  near  Herkimer,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  in  March,  1886.  She  is  buried  at  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  Mr.  Woodward  at  Philadelphia,  N.Y. 
They  are  the  parents  of  seven  chtildren :  Elam 
A.,  who  married  Josephine  Contner  and  lives 
at  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Oscar  D.  (his  wife's 
name  was  Eliza)  ;  Mary  Louise,  widow  of 
John  C.  Fulton ;  Herbert  E.,  who  married  Ver- 
die  Dante ;  Ira  C.  (wife  Ella)  ;  Charles  E.,  who 
married  Alice  Bogan;  and  Ida  F.,  married  to 
John  B.  Haygooni. 

John  Crandall,  father  of  Mrs.  Eunice 
(Crandall)  Woodward,  came  from  Rhode 
Island  when  a  young  man,  settling  among  the 
pioneers  at  Norway,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  a  prosperous  farmer.  On 
June  I,  1 78 1,  he  married  Mary  Browning,  of 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  a  direct  descendant  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Browning,  of  London,  England,  first 
ancestor  of  the  Browning  family  in  Rhode 
Island,  through  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Free- 
bom)  Browning;  William  and  Rebecca  (Wil- 
bur) Browning;  John  and  Anna  (Hazard) 
Browning;  and  John  and  Eunice  (Williams) 
Browning,  her  parents,  both  natives  of  Rhode 
Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall  were  married 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  made  the  joumey  to 
Herkimer  county  with  ox  teams,  settling  at 
Norway,  where  they  are  buried.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Robert;  Ira  (wife  Emily)  ;  Mary, 
wife  of  William  Ferris,  who  moved  ^ with  her 
husband  to  Illinois  in  the  pioneer  days  of  that 
State:  Samantha,  wife  of  Edwin  E.  Carter; 
George,  who  married  a  Ferris ;  John,  who  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Louise 
Drake ;  and  Eunice,  who  married  Erasmus  D. 
Woodward.  The  parents  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  the  father  supported 
the  Democratic  party. 

JAMES  D.  BLAIR,  M.  D..  deserves  to  be 
ranked  among  the  best  citizens  of  Franklin, 
not  only  because  of  his  usefulness  as  a  profes- 
sional man,  but  also  for  the  public  spirit  he 
has  shown  in  his  everyday  relations  with  his 
fellow  townsmen.  From  the  nature  of  his  call- 
ing, it  would  no  doubt  be  difficult  for  him 
to  define  the  line  between  his  private  respon- 
sibilities and  his  duty  to  the  community,  but 
he  has  performed  both  so  well  that  distinction 
is  not  necessary.    As  a  practitioner  he  has  been 


Digitized  by 


Google 


862 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


highly  successful,  with  a  reputation  for  con- 
scientious regard  for  the  best  interests  of  his 
patrons,  which  speaks  well  for  his  personal 
character. 

Dr.  Blair  is  a  native  of  Erie  county,  Pa., 
born  in  1878,  in  the  town  of  Girard,  where  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Harriet  (Wells)  Blair,  still  re- 
sides. His  father,  Samuel  Blair,  died  in  that 
county  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
James  D.  Blair  obtained  his  preparatory  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from 
the  eighth  grade  and  then  from  the  high  school 
at  Fairview,  Erie  county,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  Edinboro  (Pa.)  State  Normal 
School,  where  he  also  took  the  full  course, 
completing  it  in  1898.  For  two  years  after- 
ward he  was  principal  of  the  schools  at  Phil- 
ipsville,  Erie  county.  Following  two  years  of 
study  at  Grove  City  (Pa.)  College  he  matricu- 
lated at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1904  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  holds 
the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Grove  City  College. 
For  several  months  after  finishing  his  medical 
course  Dr.  Blair  was  engaged  at  the  Red  Bank 
Sanitarium  for  Children,  where  he  acquired 
valuable  experience  in  the  treatment  and  care 
of  children.  Returning  home  for  a  brief  visit, 
he  then  located  at  Franklin,  in  Septeml)er,  1904, 
where  he  has  been  in  practice  since  with  grati- 
fying success,  largely  engaged  in  surgical 
work.  His  offices  are  in  the  Sheasley  building 
on  Thirteenth  street.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Venango  County  and  Pennsylvania  State  Med- 
ical Societies,  and  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  fraternally  affiliates  with  the 
Elks,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
Dr.  Blair  has  led  a  busy  life  since  he  settled 
in  Franklin,  having  found  many  avenues  of 
service  not  only  in  his  professional  work  and 
incidental  to  it,  but  also  as  a  citizen,  and  his 
high  standing  testifies  to  the  appreciation  of 
his  townsmen. 

Dr.  Blair  married  Mary  Vincent,  daughter 
of  the  late  Essington  Vincent,  of  Franklin, 
who  married  Catherine  Ramsdale.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  bom  of  this  marriage,  James 
D.,  Jr.,  and  Vincent. 

THOMAS  JOHNSTON,  late  of  Rouse- 
ville,  Venango  county,  held  a  high  place  in 
the  regard  of  his  associates  in  all  the  relations 
of  life.  As  superintendent  at  the  Rouseville 
plant  of  the  Crystal  Oil  Works  for  thirty  years 
he  was  widely  and  favorably  known  to  local 
representatives  of  all  branches  of  the  oil  in- 
dustry, and  he  also  formed  many  pleasant  con- 
nections in  his  social  activities,  which  brought 


him  into  close  touch  with  many  phases  of  the 
development  of  the  community  fostered  by 
men  of  his  admirable  stamp.  Prospering  in 
his  worldly  affairs  by  dint  of  industrious  and 
intelligent  attention  to  them,  happy  in  his  home 
life  and  friends,  and  useful  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  term,  he  had  a  well  rounded  career 
which  extended  past  the  three  score  and  ten 
mark  and  left  a  permanent  impression  for  good 
among  all  who  had  come  in  contact  with  him. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  bom  in  Ireland  April  15, 
1843,  ^"d  spent  his  early  life  in  his  native  coun- 
try, in  young  manhood  going  thence  to  Scot- 
land, where  he  was  employed  in  the  manufac- 
turing of  axle  grease.  He  continued  to  follow 
that  work  throughout  his  residence  in  Scotland, 
whence  he  came  to  America  May  6,  1864.  Dur- 
ing the  ensuing  five  years. he  was  located  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge  of  a 
plant  in  his  line  of  work,  in  which  he  had 
become  a  recognized  expert.  At  the  end  of 
that  period  he  came  to  Rouseville,  Venango 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  first  took  employment  with 
Mr.  Wright,  later  engaging  with  Mr.  Fawcett, 
former  mayor  of  Oil  City,  and  Colonel  Selden, 
at  the  Crystal  Oil  Works,  his  early  experience 
qualifying  him  for  valuable  service  in  the  re- 
fining business.  He  was  soon  given  responsi- 
ble duties,  and  eventually  rose  to  be  superin- 
tendent at  the  w^orks,  in  which  position  he  was 
retained  until  his  death,  Dec.  4,  191 5,  after 
an  illness  of  six  months.  He  is  buried  in 
Parkesburg,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  with  his  brothers 
James,  Samuel  and  John,  all  four  resting  in 
the  same  lot.  Originally  a  Presbyterian  in  re- 
ligious association,  Mr.  Johnston  united  with 
the  M.  E.  Church  at  Rouseville  thirty-two 
years  before  his  death,  and  he  was  long  promi- 
nent in  its  membership,  serving  the  congrega- 
tion as  trustee  and  steward.  Fraternally  he 
affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows  at  Oil  City. 

While  in  Scotland  Mr.  Johnston  married 
Jane  Prescott  Walter,  a  native  of  that  coun- 
try, who  came  to  America  four  months  later 
than  her  husband.  She  continues  to  reside 
at  Rouseville,  where  she  is  familiarly  known 
among  her  many  friends  as  "Aunt  Jane,"  active 
in  church  enterprises  and  other  good  work, 
and  as  generally  beloved  as  her  husband  was. 
She  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  but  for  the  last  thirty-four 
years  has  been  associated  with  the  Rouseville 
M.  E.  Church  and  one  of  its  helpful  workers, 
for  twelve  years  serving  as  treasurer  of  the 
foreign  missionary  society.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnston  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter  that 
(lied  in  infancy,  but  they  reared  an  adopted 
son,  Thomas  Johnston,  who  is  now  attending 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


863 


the  Valparaiso  University  Law  School  in  In- 
diana.   He  is  married  and  has  two  daughters. 

CASSIUS  EMERSON  FURMAN  has 
made  his  way  to  a  foremost  place  among  build- 
ers in  Venango  county,  a  number  of  the  most 
beautiful  homes  there,  especially  in  and  about 
Franklin,  justifying  his  right  to  such  reputa- 
tion. Mr.  Furman's  native  ability  for  his 
chosen  work  has  been  well  illustrated  in  his 
faculty  for  combining  beauty  and  propriety 
with  substantial  workmanship,  and  his  pro- 
gressive disposition  is  sufficient  assurance  that 
his  acquirements  will  always  be  kept  up  to 
modern  ideals.  Needless  to  say,  his  buildings 
have  become  examples  of  excellence  in  the 
community,  representing  the  best  product  of 
the  times  from  either  the  artistic  or  the  mate- 
rial standpoint  and  exerting  an  appreciable  in- 
fluence upon  local  standards. 

Mr.  Furman  has  a  long  line  of  industrious 
ancestors,  including  agriculturists  and  me- 
chanics, among  his  forefathers  in  this  country, 
where  the  family  has  been  established  from 
Colonial  days.  Many  of  the  Foremans,  For- 
mans  and  Furmans  in  America  are  the  pos- 
terity of  Robert  Forman,  who  was  one  of  the 
original  patentees  of  Flushing,  Long  Island, 
in  1645,  and  died  in  1671.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  congregation  at  Vlissingen 
(Flushing),  Holland,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
England  and  later  to  New  York.  As  the  fam- 
ily here  under  consideration  originated  in  New 
Jersey,  and  as  the  Furmans  of  Mercer  county, 
N.  J.,  were  probably  descendants  of  Robert 
Forman,  it  is  likely  that  he  was  the  ancestor 
of  Cassius  E.  Furman.  One  Richard  Furman 
moved  from  I^ng  Island  to  Lawrenceville, 
Mercer  Co.,  N.  J.,  some  time  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  died  in  1752. 
The  name  Jonathan  has  always  been  a  com- 
mon one  among  the  Furmans,  and  in  Cooley*s 
"Early  Settlers  of  Trenton  and  Ewing"  we 
find  an  account  of  a  Furman  family  which 
names  two  Jonathans  whose  descendants  are 
not  traced,  and  who  lived  about  the  time  of 
Jonathan  Furman,  great-grandfather  of  Cas- 
sius E.  Furman.  One  of  these  was  a  son  of 
Richard,  grandson  of  Jonathan,  and  great- 
grandson  of  Richard,  with  whom  Cooley's  ac- 
count begins. 

Jonathan  Furman,  great-grandfather  of  Cas- 
sius E.  Furman,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  first  in  Northumber- 
land county  and  later  in  Clarion  county,  in 
1825  making  his  home  in  Clarion  township,  in 
the  latter  county,  where  he  died  in  1862.  He 
was  drafted  for  service  during  the  war  of  1812, 


being  with  the  army  for  three  months  at  Mar- 
cus Hook,  near  Philadelphia.  By  his  marriage 
to  Sarah  Howe,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  he 
had  the  following  children :  William,  who  died 
young;  Nathan,  the  grandfather  of  Cassius  E. 
Furman :  Hannah  ;  Elisha  ;  Samuel ;  Jane ;  Pa- 
melia ;  John ;  Sarah ;  Ambrose ;  and  Clara.  The 
mother  died  in  1852  or  1853. 

Nathan  Furman  was  born  in  1805  in  North- 
umberland county,  Pa.,  and  had  common  school 
advantages  there  until  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Clarion  county,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  there  July  13,  1888. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering,  and 
was  known  as  an  expert  hewer,  and  he  was  a 
respected  member  of  his  community,  holding 
membership  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  lend- 
ing his  influence  to  all  worthy  objects.  In 
politics  he  w?is  originally  a  Whig,  later  a  Re- 
publican. He  married  Isabella  Longwell,  a 
native  of  Mifilin  county.  Pa.,  bom  April  6, 
1805,  daughter  of  William  Longwell,  an  early 
settler  of  that  county,  where  he  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Walker,  died.  Mat- 
thew Longwell,  eldest  son  of  William,  settled 
in  Clarion  county,  where  he  died,  near  Con- 
cord Church,  Perry  township,  less  than  two 
months  before  the  completion  of  his  one  hun- 
dred and  first  year,  and  all  of  his  twelve  broth- 
ers and  sisters  reached  advanced  ages.  Mrs. 
Furman  died  Jan.  13,  1893.  She  was  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Alonzo  Baldwin 
was  the  father  of  Cassius  E.  Furman ;  Clem- 
entine, born  May  13,  1838,  married  W.  S. 
Love,  of  Jefferson  county.  Pa.,  and  reared  a 
family;  William  Wallace,  bom  Aug.  10,  1841, 
enlisted  in  1861  in  Company  H,  8th  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  and  died  while  in  the  service, 
Feb.  25,  1865. 

Alonzo  Baldwin  Furman  was  born  Aug.  4, 
1836,  at  Strattonville,  in  Clarion  township. 
Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  and  spent  his  early  boyhood 
on  the  farm.  In  1847  the  family  removed  to 
Clarion,  where  he  continued  his  education, 
which  he  had  begun  at  Strattonville.  In  1859 
he  settled  at  the  latter  place,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided,  now  living  retired  in  well  earned 
leisure.  As  a  competent  blacksmith,  machin- 
ist and  millwright  he  always  had  plenty  of  oc- 
cupation, and  during  the  early  days  he  made 
oil  well  tools  by  hand.  In  former  years  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  local  government 
also,  serving  as  member  of  the  council  and 
for  a  number  of  years  on  the  school  board, 
and  he  has  been  a  zealous  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  since  1858,  helping  to  get  out  the 
lumber  used  in  the  construction  of  its  first 
house  of  worship.    He  voted  for  the  first  Re- 
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publican  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  John  C. 
Fremont,  and  has  adhered  to  the  party  faith- 
fully to  the  present. 

On  March  22,  1859,  Mr.  Furman  was  mar- 
ried to  Ann  Catherine  Lowry,  who  was  bom 
March  22,  1839,  in  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  and 
died  March  15,  1906.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Lowry,  who  came  to  this  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania from  Union  county  with  two  brothers, 
William  and  Hugh,  at  an  early  day,  all  three 
dying  in  Clarion  county.  John  Lowry  married 
Ellenor  Clough.  In  September,  1906,  Mr.  Fur- 
man  married  (second)  Mrs.  Anna  Wonsettler, 
a  native  of  Fairfield  township,  Columbiana  Co., 
Ohio,  bom  March  26,  1856.  His  children,  all 
by  the  first  marriage,  were  born  as  follows: 
James  Lowry,  Jan.  14,  i860  (died  April  25, 
1868);  Samuel  Kemey,  May  i,  1862;  Ellen 
Isabel,  Oct.  11.  1865  (died  May  25,  1892); 
Mary  Clementine,  March  15,  1867  (married 
David  R.  Whitehill) ;  John  Charles,  Nov.  8, 
1868;  Hiram  Carrier,  Aug.  8.  1872;  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  May  16,  1876  (died  March  2,  1904)  ; 
Cassius  Emerson,  July  30,  1880. 

Cassius  Emerson  Furman.  youngest  of  the 
family  of  Alonzo  Baldwin  Furman,  was  born 
at  Strattonville,  Clarion  Co..  Pa.,  July  30,  1880, 
and  was  reared  at  his  birthplace,  where  he  had 
the  best  public  school  advantages  available  up 
to  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  At  that  time  he 
began  to  work  in  the  lumber  woods,  being  so 
employed  for  the  next  six  years,  after  which 
for  five  years  he  was  engaged  on  the  survey 
in  Clarion  and  Jefferson  counties.  It  was  sub- 
sequent to  this  experience  that  he  turned  to 
carpentry,  which  he  followed  first  at  Stratton- 
ville and  Clarion,  remaining  four  years  at  the 
latter  point,  until  his  removal  to  Franklin.  He 
arrived  here  June  6,  190S,  and  first  found  em- 
ployment with  William  Sutton,  later  working 
for  Leonard  Mclntire  and  L.  Craig,  and  by 
191 1  he  felt  that  he  had  gained  the  experience 
necessary  to  start  in  business  for  himself.  For 
several  years  he  has  had  the  bulk  of  the  best 
patronage  in  this  section.  Mr.  Furman  soon 
demonstrated  that  he  had  a  gift  for  appropriate 
architecture  as  well  as  the  mechanical  skill 
necessary  to  produce  structures  that  would 
meet  all  the  requirements  demanded  and  at  the 
same  time  come  up  to  distinctive  standards  of 
value  in  relation  to  their  surroundings.  His 
work  has  the  highly  desirable  qualities  of  dura- 
bility and  adaptability,  but  to  attain  these  he 
has  not  found  it  necessary  to  sacrifice  appear- 
ances, and  he  has  shown  steady  development 
in  good  taste,  harmony  and  fitness  being  ap- 
parent in  every  detail.  He  keeps  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  men  steadily  employed.    Among  the 


notable  residences  of  his  const mction  here- 
abouts are  the  summer  homes  of  R.  G.  Lam- 
berton  and  Daniel  Grimm,  as  well  as  many  fine 
dwellings  in  Franklin,  and  at  present  he  has 
under  .way  a  residence  for  Fay  Mackey,  on 
Liberty  street,  and  a  second  story  on  the  News 
building. 

Mr.  Furman  married  Bessie  Rankin,  daugh- 
ter of  Craig  Rankin,  of  Mechanicsville,  Clanon 
county,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Louise 
and  Helen.  Mrs.  Furman  is  a  Presbyterian, 
the  rest  of  the  family  Baptists,  in  religious 
connection.  Mr.  Furman  is  loyal  to  all  his 
obligations  of  citizenship,  as  he  is  in  his  social 
and  domestic  relations,  but  he  has  not  taken 
any  part  in  'public  life  beyond  using  his  influ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  best  movements  of  the 
day. 

HIRAM  CLINTON  FOSTER  is  the  pres- 
ent owner  of  the  old  Foster  farm  in  Qinton 
township,  one  of  the  richest  oil  tracts  in  the 
Bullion  district,  long  famous  for  an  abundant 
yield  of  second  sand  oil,  a  large  portion  of 
this  valuable  property  being  devoced  to  its 
production.  Mr.  Foster  also  continues  the 
cultivation  of  the  remainder  of  his  farm, 
spending  some  time  there  every  year,  but  he 
lives  principally  in  Franklin,  having  one  of  the 
finest  modem  homes  in  that  city.  The  Fos- 
ters have  been  identified  with  Clinton  town- 
ship for  the  last  seventy  years  and  always 
deservedly  classed  as  desirable  citizens.  Ed- 
ward Foster,  grandfather  of  Hiram  C.  Foster, 
came  here  in  1848  from  Steuben  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  bought  a  tract  of  three  hundred 
acres  which  included,  besides  the  tract  still 
held  in  the  family  name,  the  present  De Woody 
farm,  he  having  occupied  the  brick  house 
which  still  stands  on  the  latter  place. 

James  Foster,  son  of  Edward,  was  bom 
in  1827  in  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  reared  and  educated,  having  been  just 
about  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  this  region.  He  lived  and 
died  on  his  father's  old  farm,  having  bought 
two  hundred  acres  of  the  property  from  his 
father  and  spent  his  active  years  in  its  im- 
provement. The  first  house  he  erected  having 
been  burned,  he  built  the  present  residence 
there.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  and  business  men  in  his  neigrhborhood, 
and  though  he  started  with  practically  nothing 
accumulated  a  substantial  fortune,  owning 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  besides 
other  valuable  interests.  He  was  thoroughly 
enterprising,  and  took  pride  in  doing  things 
well.    He  was  the  first  to  introduce  high-bred 
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cattle  and  sheep  into  his  vicinity,  and  in  many 
other  respects  was  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  the  township,  which  profited  di- 
rectly and  indirectly  by  his  progressive  dis- 
position. Though  he  was  practically  an  in- 
valid for  fifteen  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  he 
kept  his  affairs  in  hand  to  the  last,  but  for  ten 
years  took  no  active  part  in  the  transaction  of 
his  business  concerns  except  to  oversee  them. 
In  1853  Mr.  Foster  married  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Candless,  of  Scrubgrass  township,  who  sur- 
vives him.  They  bc^me  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  one 
son  dying  when  ten  years  old.  All  the 
daughters  reached  maturity,  one  dying  in 
yoimg  womanhood  and  the  rest  marrying, 
but  Mrs.  T.  E.  Blair,  of  Grove  City,  is  now 
the  only  survivor. 

Hiram  Clinton  Foster,  only  surviving  sou 
of  James  Foster,  was  born  Aug.  11,  1861,  on 
the  old  Foster  farm  at  Bullion,  in  Clinton 
township,  which  came  to  him  as  his  interest  in 
his  father's  estate.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  as  his  father's  health  was 
poor  he  b^an  to  take  responsibilities  early, 
looking  after  important  matters  under  his 
father's  supervision  until  he  had  acquired 
the  experience  and  confidence  to  be  trusted 
with  them  on  his  own  account.  He  was  only 
a  youth  of  eighteen  when  he  commenced  to 
relieve  his  father  in  business  and  on  the  farm, 
and  from  the  time  he  reached  his  majority  he 
had  charge  of  all  the  details  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  property,  a  very  valuable  train- 
ing for  his  future.  Having  become  interested 
in  oil  development,  which  in  that  vicinity 
promised  well  and  exceeded  expectations,  he 
foDowed  it  up  on  his  own  property,  which  has 
yielded  large  quantities  of  second  sand  oil. 
Mr.  Foster  has  had  charge  of  all  the  develop- 
ment on  his  own  land,  having  one  hundred 
wells  there;  he  also  has  other  oil  property, 
though  it  has  not  all  been  developed  yet.  In 
connection  with  the  production  of  oil  Mr 
Foster  has  found  general  farming  quite  profit- 
able, and  he  keeps  good  stock.  About  seven 
years  ago  he  established  a  home  in  Franklin, 
where  he  has  erected  a  handsome  home  which 
he  and  his  family  occupy  the  greater  part  of 
the  year.  He  is  primarily  a  business  man, 
de\x)ting  his  time  and  attention  to  his  private 
interests  and  having  no  ambition  to  participate 
in  public  affairs.  On  regular  political  ques- 
tions he  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is  also  thor- 
oughly in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the 
Prohibition   party.     Like   his   father  and   all 
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the  rest  of  the  family  he  was  associated  for  a 
number  of  years  with  the  Pleasant  View  M. 
E.  Church,  but  in  recent  years  h^  and  his  im- 
mediate family  have  been  attending  the  church 
at  Franklin. 

On  Oct.  2^,  1897,  Mr.  Foster  was  married 
to  Sadie  Ellen  Galloway,  daughter  of  Isaac 
R.  and  Mary  Jane  (Bonner)  Galloway,  of 
Wesley,  this  county,  where  she  was  born  and 
reared.  Mrs.  Foster  was  twenty  years  old  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage.  Ihree  children 
have  been  bom  to  this  union :  Florence  Mary, 
who  graduated  from  Franklin  high  school  in 
1917,  subsequently  sttidied  in  Dana  Hall,  a 
preparatory  school  for  Wellesley  College,  in 
the  class  of  191 8,  and  is  now  at  Sweet  Briar 
College,  Sweet  Briar,  Va.;  Park  Rudolph,  a 
student  at  Suffield,  Conn. ;  and  Russell  Critch- 
low,  at  home. 

Isaac  R.  Galloway,  of  Wesley  (Mechan- 
icsville),  Irwin  township,  father  of  Mrs.  Hi- 
ram C.  Foster,  was  bom  Oct  11,  1844,  in 
Mercer  county,  Pa.,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Ghost)  Galloway.  Thomas  Galloway 
was  seventeen  years  old  when  he  came  from 
Ireland  to  the  United  States,  where  three  of 
his  brothers,  William,  John  and  Isaac,  were 
already  settled,  in  Mercer  and  Venango  coun- 
ties, Pa.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a  farmer 
and  merchant  at  Mechanicsville,  Venango 
county,  before  and  during  the  Civil  war.  hav- 
ing settled  in  this  vicinity  about  185 1,  on  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  his  son  Isaac.  After 
his  sons  left  home  he  removed  to  the  town 
and  kept  store,  speiiJing  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there  and  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  Though  he  had  but  seventeen 
cents  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try Thomas  Galloway  became  a  very  prosper- 
ous man.  His  first  purchase  of  land  con- 
sisted of  two  hundred  acres  in  Mercer  county, 
which  by  his  industry  was  converted  into  a 
good  farm.  He  sold  it  to  remove  to  Irwin 
township,  Venango  county,  where  the  water 
was  better,  and  though  considerable  of  his 
property  here  was  new  land  he  transformed  it 
into  a  valuable  farm.  He  became  an  influen- 
tial resident  of  this  locality,  serving  many 
years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Politically  he 
was  a  Democrat,  in  religious  connection  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Pleasant 
View,  one  mile  north  of  his  home,  where  he 
is  buried.  Mr.  Galloway  married  Sarah 
Ghost,  a  sister  of  Philip  Ghost,  of  the  south- 
em  part  of  Irwin  township,  and  she  survived 
him,  reaching  a  more  advanced  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Galloway  became  the  parents  of  three 
sons   and   one   daughter,   namely:     Craft   C. 
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lived  on  what  is  now  the  Fred  Hovis  farm  in 
Irwin  township  and  died  there  when  he  was 
past  sixty  years  of  age ;  Isaac  R.  is  mentioned 
below ;  John,  who  obtained  a  farm  adjoining 
the  home  place,  is  now  living  retired  at  Bar- 
keyville;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Eakins,  of  Grove  City.  Thomas  Galloway 
gave  a  farm  to  each  of  his  three  sons,  two 
receiving  parts  of  the  home  place  and  the 
other  a  tract  two  miles  distant,  while  the 
daughter  was  given  one  near  Pearl,  this 
county. 

Isaac  R.  Galloway  inherited  all  of  his 
father's  home  place,  no\^  having  one  hundred 
acres  just  south  of  Mechanicsville,  as  he 
added  to  his  original  holding.  It  is  highly 
improved  and  has  substantial  buildings,  Mr. 
Galloway  having  erected  the  present  house 
in  1890  and  the  barn  in  1904,  and  there  is  a 
good  vein  of  coal  beneath  which  he  has 
worked  to  some  extent.  He  also  owns  a  farm 
in  the  Bullion  oil  field,  which  yields  him  con- 
siderable royalty  from  its  producing  wells. 
For  three  or  four  years,  during  the  oil  excite- 
ment, Mr.  Galloway  kept  a  store  at  Parker, 
but  farming  has  been  his  principal  occupa- 
tion. He  has  been  a  public-spirited  citizen 
and  has  served  as  constable  and  in  other  town- 
ship offices.  In  political  principle  he  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist. His  religious  connection  is  with 
the  M.  E.  Church  at  Mechanicsville,  in  which 
he  holds  the  position  of  class  leader. 

On  March  14,  1870,  Mr.  Galloway  was 
married  to  Mary  Jane  Bonner,  daughter  of 
Archibald  Bonner  and  sister  of  Harvey  Bon- 
ner, of  Irwin  township,  and  they  have  had 
three  children,  namely :  Susann  Cyrene  is  the 
wife  of  John  Eakins,  a  lumber  manufacturer, 
of  Harrisville,  Butler  Co.,  Pa. ;  Sarah  Ellen  is 
the  wife  of  Hiram  Clinton  Foster;  John  Al- 
vin,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm,  married 
Qara  Adams  and  has  three  children,  Eugene 
Isaac,  Mildred  Catherine  and  Forrest  Allen. 

ARTHUR  S.  TURNER,  of  Oil  City,  is  one 
of  the  younger  group  of  business  men  who 
have  formed  important  connections  there,  and 
one  of  those,  also,  who  have  h^d  to  depend  en- 
tirely upon  their  own  resources  in  the  sharp 
competition  which  now  precedes  advancement. 
The  city  has  long  been  an  attractive  center  for 
the  operations  of  capable  business  men,  and 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  able  to  gain  a  solid 
position  under  such  circumstances  speaks  well 
for  his  fitness.    He  has  lived  there  since  1898. 

Mr.  Turner  was  bom  at  Lewistown,  111..  Aug. 
II.  1874,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Moses  Turner, 
who  was  a  banker  at  Lewistown  for  a  number 


of  years.  The  closing  part  of  his  life  was  spent 
with  hfs  son  at  Oil  City,  where  he  died  in  1903. 
Arthur  S.  Turner  acquired  his  preparatory  ed- 
ucation at  Lewistown,  111.,  and  took  his  higher 
course  at  Oberlin  College,  in  Ohio.  His  first 
business  experience  was  in  banking,  in  which 
line  he  remained  for  three  years,  after  which 
he  had  a  brief  experience  in  the  clothing  trade 
at  Lewistown,  whence  he  went  to  Chicago  to 
take  a  position  with  Swift  &  Company,  pack- 
ers. There  he  remained  until  his  transfer  to 
Oil  City,  in  1898,  in  the  same  employ,  his  con- 
nection with  Swift  &  Company  lasting  until 
1903,  when  he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  Jo- 
seph Reid  Gas  Engine  Company  at  Oil  City,  a 
representative  local  concern.  He  has  been  with 
that  company  ever  since.  From  his  original 
position  he  was  promoted  in  time  to  assistant 
secretary  and  treasurer,  acting  in  that  capacity 
until  made  secretary  and  treasurer,  in  1913. 
He  has  been  retained  as  such  to  the  present 
time,  his  responsible  connection  with  this  sub- 
stantial old  firm  being  sufficient  guarantee  of 
his  business  qualities.  Mr.  Turner  has  been 
occupied  chiefly  with  business,  outside  of  which 
he  has  given  considerable  time  as  a  member 
and  woncer  of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  which 
he  serves  as  member  of  the  official  board  and 
secretary  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Mr.  Turner  married  Mary  A.  TuUis,  of  Illi- 
nois, and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Frederick  and  Robert. 

WILLIAM  HARRISpN  KRUG  has  since 
his  retirement  from  active  business  associa- 
tions returned  to  Oil  City  to  enjoy  his  leisure 
among  old-time  friends,  having  a  beautiful 
home  on  Wyllys  street  whose  agreeable  hospi- 
tality is  shared  by  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. Mr.  Krug  was  born  June  24,  1867,  at 
Bradys  Bend,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  where  hi.^ 
grandfather,  Henry  Krug,  settled  many  years 
ago,  having  come  to  this  country  with  his 
family  fropi  Germany  in  1846.  Henry  Krug 
was  a  butcher  by  occupation.  He  died  at 
Bradys  Bend  when  past  forty  years  of  age,  and 
was  long  survived  by  his  wife,  Martha,  who 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  is 
buried  at  Bradys  Bend,  she  in  Grove  Hill  ceme- 
tery at  Oil  City,  Pa.  They  were  members  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Their  only 
child  was  George,  father  of  William  Harrison 
Krug. 

George  Krug  was  bom  at  Weinbohla,  in 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  having  been  a  youth  of 
sixteen  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  par- 
ents.   The  voyage  was  made  in  a  sailing  vessel 
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to  Baltimore,  and  occupied  nine  weeks  and 
three  days.  Mr.  Krug  was  a  steel  worker, 
and  followed  that  business  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  but  he  made  his  home  at  Oil 
City  for  twenty  years,  during  which  period 
he  did  considerable  teaming  in  the  oil  fields. 
His  intelligence  and  practical  views  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs,  as  well  as  his 
trustworthy  character,  made  him  eligible  for 
official  honors,  and  as  burgess  of  the  then 
borough  of  Siverly  (now  the  Tenth  ward  of 
Oil  City)  he  made  a  record  entirely  in  keeping 
with  the  expectations  of  his  supporters.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Republican.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Oil  City  in  1895,  when  he  was  sixty- 
four  years  old,  and  he  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill 
cemetery.  Mr.  Krug  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Margaret  (Monkern),  who  was  born  March 
13,  1839,  at  Siverly,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Mary  (Winger)  Monkern,  and  now  lives  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Carton  dinger.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely :  John 
H.,  of  Oil  City,  married  Elizabeth  Kistler; 
George  H.,  of  Oil  City,  married  Pearl  Sheats ; 
Fred  H.,  who  married  Grace  Stover,  resides 
in  Missoula,  Mont. ;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
John  W.  Hutchinson ;  Elizabeth  married  Ar- 
nold Adams;  Emma  married  Austin  Miller; 
William  Harrison  is  next  in  the  family ;  Nettie 
is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Conrad  ,-^  Jessie  is  the 
wife  of  Carton  Qinger. 

William  Harrison  Krug  was  two  years  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Oil  City,  where  he 
gained  an  excellent  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  was  first  employed  in  the  barrel 
shop  of  the  Imperial  Works  at  Oil  City, 
a  Standard  Oil  subsidiary,  and  remained  there 
fifteen  years  in  various  capacities,  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  that  branch  of  manu- 
facture. He  left  there  to  join  his  cousin,  the 
late  Henry  Krug,  in  the  same  industry,  the 
partnership  continuing  until  Henry  Krug*s 
death,  in  March,  1914,  when  his  interest  in  the 
business  was  purchased  by  A.  Knabb,  of  War- 
ren, Pa.,  another  partner,  to  whom  William 
H.  Krug  soon  sold  out  also.  The  concern 
did  an  extensive  business,  having  stave  mills 
at  various  points  in  the  South  and  operating 
barrel  factories  at  Warren  and  Marcus  Hook, 
Pa.  The  Krugs  resided  at  the  latter  place, 
whence  William  H. -Knig  returned  to  their 
early  home  at  Oil  City  when  he  withdrew  from 
the  manufacturing  business.  He  is  a  Mason 
and  well  known  in  the  fraternity,  belonging 
to  Lucius  H.  Scott  Lodge,  No.  352,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Chester,  Pa. :  Chester  Chapter,  No.  258, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Chester  Commandery,  No.  66.  K. 
T. ;  and  LuLu  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M,  S.,  of 


Philadelphia,  Pa.  In  religious  doctrine  he  is 
inclined  toward  Presbyterianism.  Though  in 
accord  with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  he  is  independent  about  supporting  men 
or  measures,  depending  upon  his  own  judg- 
ment. His  loyalty  to  worthy  local  institutions 
may  be  depended  upon. 

Mr.  Krug  married  Laura  B.  Lalley,  who 
was  bom  Dec.  18,  1867,  in  Pine  Grove  town- 
ship, Venango  Co.,  Pa.    They  have  no  children. 

Thomas  Lalley,  father  of  Mrs.  Krug,  was 
bom  in  August,  18 17,  in  Staffordshire,  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  reared.  While  in  his  na- 
tive country  he  was  employed  in  japan  works. 
When  twenty-one  years  old  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, making  a  location  in  Pine  Grove  town- 
ship, Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  which  he  later  sold,  valuable  ore  deposits 
having  been  found  upon  the  property,  and  he 
acquired  another  farm  in  Cranberry  township, 
this  county.  He  died  there  in  March,  1890, 
and  is  buried  in  Hackthom  cemetery,  Cran- 
berry township.  Politically  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat. Mr.  Lalley  married  Martha  Morehead, 
who  was  bom  March  22,  1829,  daughter  of 
John  and  Jennie  (Crawford)  Morehead,  farm- 
ing people,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1899.  Children 
as  follows  were  bom  to  them :  John  T.,  who 
married  Emma  Mushrash;  Nancy  J.,  wife  of 
George  Phillips;  Samuel,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Finefrock;  Margaret,  wife  of  Turner 
Hayes;  Laura  B.,  Mrs.  William  Harrison 
Krug;  Martha  E..  Mrs.  James  Kames;  and 
Mary  Ida,  Mrs.  David  Eberinger.  The  par- 
ents were  Methodists  in  church  association. 

HON.  WILLIAM  JAMES  McKNIGHT, 
M.  D.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bom 
and  raised  in  the  town  of  Brookville,  Jeffer- 
son Co.,  Pa.,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  May 
6,  1836.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
when  a  boy  at  an  age  when  little  was  ex- 
pected of  a  youth,  by  his  own  indomitable  wilU 
push  and  determination  (which  were  marked 
characteristics  in  his  early  boyhood)  he  rose 
from  the  humble  and  obscure  farm  laborer 
and  "printer's  devil"  to  a  position  and  prom- 
inence which  few  men  attain,  carving  out 
for  himself  a  name  and  fame  in  the  annals  of 
his  profession,  town,  county  and  State,  to 
which  his  descendants  and  his  hosts  of  friends 
can  always  point  with  pride. 

Dr.  McKnight  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent,  influential  and  well-to-do  cit- 
izens of  his  section,  one  who  has  always  taken 
an  active  and  beneficial  interest  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  town,  county  and  State,  a  man 
who  has  always  held  his  word  as  sacred  as  his 
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bond;  one  who  has  taken  a  great  interest  in 
the  uplifting  of  mankind,  and  who  has  never 
willfully  misused  or  wronged  his  fellow  man. 
This  sketch  is  taken  largely  from  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Brookville  Republican 
of  March  24,  1897.  Dr.  McKnig^t's  parents 
were  Alexander  and  Mary  (Thompson)  Mc- 
Knight,  the  father  dying  when  W.  J.  was  but 
thirteen  months  old.  The  Doctor  received  a 
limited  education  in  the  common  schools. 
When  about  eleven  years  of  age,  because  of 
poverty,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  began  the  struggle  of  life.  For 
five  years  he  lived  and  worked  upon  a  farm. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  teaching  school 
and  working  in  the  office  of  the  Jefferson 
Star,  learning  the  printer's  trade.  Two  years 
later  he  began  reading  medicine  under  Dr. 
A.  M.  Clarke,  of  Brockwayville,  and  held  a 
position  as  compositor  on  the  Elk  Cotmty  Ad- 
vocate, During  the  next  three  years,  by  prac- 
ticing such  economy  as  is  rarely  thought  of  by 
the  young  man  of  the  present  day,  he  had 
saved  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  take  a 
single  course  of  medical  lectures  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  also  attend  Newton's  Qinical  In- 
stitute, during  the  winter  of  1856-57,  and  in 
March  following  (1857)  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  his  native  town.  In  1859 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Niver,  of 
Brockwayville,  which  was  terminated  four 
years  later  after  they  had  established  a  large 
and  extensive  practice.  In  1863  Dr.  Mc- 
Knight  returned  to  Brookville,  where  he 
opened  a  drug  store  on  Oct.  8th,  carrying  on 
the  same  in  connection  with  his  practice,  and 
which,  together  with  his  son,  J.  B.,  he  still 
operates  under  the  firm  name  of  McKnight 
&  Son.  It  is  the  oldest  store  in  point  of  con- 
tinuous management  in  J.eflFerson  county.  On 
Aug.  4,  1862,  Governor  Curtin  appointed  the 
Doctor  examining  surgeon  for  Jefferson  and 
Forest  counties.  He  was  also  appointed,  and 
served  for  seven  years,  as  United  States  pen- 
sion surgeon,  but  other  duties  made  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  resign  his  position.  He  served 
as  private  and  orderly  sergeant  in  Company 
G,  57th  United  States  Emergency  Regiment: 
was  promoted  to  quartermaster  sergeant,  and 
took  part  in  the  campaign  against  Morgan. 
He  was  commissioned  aide  de  camp,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel,  to  R.  B.  Brown,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
April  15,  1907.  On  April  10,  1906,  he  was 
commissioned  surgeon  for  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment of  the  Uniform  Rank,  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias, by  the  Supreme  Assembly  of  that  organi- 
zation. 


In  1869  Dr.  McKnight  attended  lectures  in 
Philadelphia  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
He  afterward  attended  two  full  courses  in  suc- 
cession at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  March,  1884,  and  the  same  year 
received  a  degree  from  the  school  of  anatomy 
and  surgery.  He  also  attended  one  full  course 
in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases, 
graduating  therefrom  Feb.  24,  1884.  In  1885 
he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Jefferscm 
College.  On  Jan.  19,  1901,  he  passed  the 
grilling  examination  of  the  State  board  of 
pharmacy  with  unusual  credit,  maintaining  his 
right  to  the  high  standing  among  druggists 
that  he  had  always  enjoyed. 

Eh-.  McKnight's  political  activities  began 
when  a  boy.  In  1876  Jefferson  county  Kc- 
publicans  presented  him  for  State  senator, 
and  Indiana  county  Republicans  presented 
Dr.  St.  Clair,  Indiana  and  Jefferson  counties 
forming  the  Thirty-seventh  Senatorial  district. 
Three  conventions  were  held  without  a  nomi- 
nation, when  for  the  good  of  the  party,  to  save 
the  Congress  nominee  of  Indiana,  and  to  se- 
cure harmony  among  the  voters.  Dr.  McKnight 
in  a  most  magnanimous  and  manly  letter  with- 
drew from  the  contest.  In  1880  Jefferson 
county  Republicans  again  presented  Dr.  Mc- 
Knight as  her  choice,  and  Indiana  county  Re- 
publicans presented  George  W.  Hood.  After 
a  three  days'  convention  of  delegates  from 
the  two  counties,  no  nomination  being  agreed 
upon,  a  second  conference  was  held  with  no 
result.  Another  meeting  was  held,  at  which 
Gen.  James  S.  Negley,  of  Pittsburgh,  acted  as 
umpire,  when  Dr.  McKnight  was  nominated; 
he  was  elected  at  the  polls  and  served  in  the 
Senate  from  1881  to  1885.  The  Doctor  took 
a  very  active  part  in  all.  public  measures 
brought  before  the  Senate  during  his  term  of 
office.  He  was  the  author  of  several  very  im- 
portant bills,  and  through  his  conservative 
and  practical  business  methods  were  enacted 
a  number  of  needed  reforms  whereby  the  Com- 
monwealth was  saved  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum.  Honesty  and  econ- 
omy with  the  people's  money  was  his  slogan. 
His  reform  in  printing  public  documents 
saves  the  State  forty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
He  advocated  and  secured  the  first  additional 
appropriation  under  the  new  constitution  to 
the  schools  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars;  advocated  the  furnishing 
of  schoolbooks  free  by  the  State  to  all  the 
schools;  and  free  schools  in  fact — school  tax 
abolished,  schools  to  be  maintained  and  sup- 
ported by  the  State.'    The  attention  he  called 
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to  careless  auditing  brought  into  the  State 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  He 
carried  through  a  reform  in  the  commence- 
ment of  borough  and  township  officers.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  wards  of  the 
State  and  gave  a  hearty  support  to  the  sol- 
diers orphans'  schools,  advocating  justice 
to  the  soldier,  his  widow  and  his  orphan.  He 
introduced  the  pioneer  bill  providing  for  the 
classification  of  the  insane,  and  advocated 
that  the  expense  of  their  support  be  paid  by 
the  State.  He  originated  and  introduced  a 
number  of  valuable  reforms  that  fell  for  want 
of  time.  He  pushed  through  the  Senate  in 
1881  the  bill  authorizing  counties  to  refund 
their  bonds  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  He 
originated,  agitated  and  pushed  through  the 
Senate  bill  No.  117,  entitled  An  Act  For  Pro- 
motion of  Medical  Science,  by  the  distribution 
and  use  of  unclaimed  human  bodies  for  scien- 
tific purposes,  through  a  board  created  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  prevent  unauthorized  uses 
and  traffic  in  human  bodies,  which  was  ap- 
proved and  signed  June  18,  1883.  This  law 
has  now  been  enacted  in  nearly  every  State  in 
the  Union. 

In  a  speech  advocating  reform  in  the  Sen- 
ate, March  14,  1883,  Dr.  McKnight  used 
these  words,  "and  now,  Mr.  President,  to  fur- 
ther assist  in  the  public  good,  to  promote  hon- 
est government  and  purify  the  public  service, 
I  would  make  all  offices  in  both  State  and 
nation,  except  the  merest  clerkships,  elective 
by  the  people,  I  would  elect  postmasters,  col- 
lectors, marshals,  and  especially  United 
States  senators."  His  zeal  and  enterprise 
gained  for  him  State  celebrity,  as  well  as  re- 
flecting much  credit  upon  his  ability  and 
statesmanship.  In  1884  I^-  McKnight  and 
G.  W.  Hood  were  again  pitted  against  each 
other  for  the  nomination.  The  established 
usage  of  the  party  entitled  Dr.  McKnight  to 
a  second  term,  especially  as  Indiana  county 
had  had  the  senator  for  sixteen  out  of  twenty 
years,  and  all  acknowledged  that  he  had 
served  with  honor  and  credit  to  his  district, 
his  constituents  and  himself.  He  was  regu- 
larly and  fairly  renominated  at  a  party  con- 
ference in  Indiana,  but  was  defeated  at  the 
polls  by  Hood,  who  ran  as  an  independent 
candidate. 

Dr.  McKnight  has  been  a  bituminous  coal 
operator  since  1895,  opening  and  running  the 
Toby  Valley  Coal  Company,  also  the  Mc- 
Knight Coal  Companjr,  which  are  still  (in 
1918)  in  active  operation. 

Dr.  McKnight  married  Penelope  Goddard 


Clarke,  Jan.  9,  i860,  and  they  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  Jan.  9,  1910.  Seven  children 
-  were  born  to  this  union,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.:  Amor  Archer;  Mary  Ade- 
line, wife  of  H.  H.  Kennedy;  Jay  Byron;  and 
Bonnie,  the  wife  of  George  George  R.  Matson. 
All  reside  in  Brookville. 

As  a  writer  Dr.  McKnight  is  the  author  of 
"My  First  Recollections  of  Brookville,  Pa.," 
"Recollections  of  Ridgway,  Pa.,"  "The  Pio- 
neer  Doctor,  or  Who  Skinned  the  Nigger?", 
also  of  the  "Pioneer  History  of  Jefferson 
County,  Pa.,"  "A  Pioneer  Outline  History  of 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania,"  embracing  four- 
teen counties,  "Pioneer  Sketches  of  the  Cities 
of  Allegheny,  Beaver,  DuBois,  and.Towanda, 
Pa.,"  and  "Jefferson  County,  Pa. — Her  Pio- 
neers and  People,  1800-1915"  (two  volumes). 
And  now,  in  1918,  as  director  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Bank  of  Brookville,  Pa., 
merchant,  coal  operator,  writer  and  author, 
he  is  still  active. 

During  the  early  oil  days  Dr.  McKnight  had 
interests  in  Venango  county,  and  he  has  writ- 
ten the  following  account  of  Pithole,  origi- 
nally published  in  the  Brookville  Republican 
in  December,  1910: 

"In  January,  1865,  the  Fraser  or  United 
States  well  was  'drilled  in'  on  the  farm  of 
Thomas  Holmden  on  the  flat  alon^  Pithole 
creek,  Venango  county,  Pennsylvama.  This 
well  was  eight  miles  from  the  Allegheny  river. 
By  the  first  of  June  the  well  flowed  eight  hun- 
dred barrels  a  day.  At  that  time  'Governor* 
Jacob  Sheasley  and  I  were  partners  in  many 
operations.  I  visited  him  at  his  home  in 
Franklin  and  rode  horseback  from  his  place 
through  Oil  City  to  Pithole.  Oil  City  was  a 
town  of  shanties  then  and  the  main  street  was 
almost  one  continuous  mud-hole.  I  will  never 
forget  the  condition  it  was  in  as  I  rode 
through.  There  was  great  excitement  at  Pit- 
hole,  and  only  about  two  buildings.  Early  in 
June  the  ,Grant  well  was  drilled  in  and  flowed 
twelve  hundred  barrels  a  day.  When  this  oc- 
curred I  again  visited  Pithole  with  'Governor' 
Sheasley,  and  we  made  some  investments  to- 
gether, forming  at  that  time  a  partnership 
with  Col.  A.  I.  Wilcox,  now  deceased,  who 
was  also  there. 

"When  the  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War  were 
disbanded  in  1865,  the  excitement  was  so  g^eat 
at  this  center  that  the  whole  army  appeared 
to  come  there,  not  lousy  with  graybacks,  but 
greenbacks.  Col.  A.  I.  Wilcox  and  myself 
boarded  at  the  Chase  House,  where  we  paid 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  day  by  the  week. 
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Transient  people  often  paid  five  dollars  a  day 
and  slept  in  the  haymow  in  the  barn,  or 
wherever  they  could. 

"I  do  not  recollect  the  Pithole  markets  for 
groceries,  but  the  general  market  at  that  time 
was,  coffee,  fifty  cents  per  pound ;  sugar,  twen- 
ty-five cents;  beef,  twenty-five  cents;  bacon, 
twenty-two  cents,  and  no  deliveries. 

''The  migration  of  people  to  this  point  was 
so  great  that  there  was  soon  an  organized  city 
government  with  a  mayor  and  police.  My 
friend,  James  M.  Guffey,  was  clerk  of  coun- 
cil. A  man  by  the  name  of  Hill  was  appointed 
postmaster.  I  remember  distinctly  that  he 
had  seven  clerks.  Incredible  to  say,  the  Pit- 
hole  post  office  was  the  third  in  the  State — 
Philadelphia  ran  first,  Pittsburgh  second  and 
Pithole  third. 

*The  city  was  located  on  a  hill  and  the  wells 
were  drilled  in  on  the  flats.  In  July  or  Au- 
gust there  were  ten  or  twelve  flowing  wells, 
issuing  forth  thousands  of  barrels  every 
day,  and  the  oil  was  stored  in  wooden 
tanks.  There  were  fifteen  hundred  teams  en- 
gaged in  hauling  this  oil  to  the  Allegheny 
river.  The  teamsters  charged  three  dollars  a 
barrel  and  often  made  as  high  as  twenty  dol- 
lars a  day.  The  United  States  tax  was  then 
one  dollar  a  barrel.  I  sold  refined  carbon  oil 
in  my  store  in  Brookville  then  at  one  dollar 
and  ten  cents  a  gallon. 

"The  city  had  a  well  organized  fire  depart- 
ment, churches,  over  fifty  hotels,  banks,  thea- 
ters, saloons,  drinking  dens,  gambling  hells, 
and  all  kinds  of  bad  resorts  by  the  score,  even 
to  'white  slavery.'  Everything  bad  was  flour- 
ishing and  but  one  thing  lacking — the  devil  in 
person.  In  less  than  ninety  days  the  brae  on 
the  Thomas  Holmden  farm  was  completely 
covered  with  houses.  A  compact  city  of  at 
least  ten  thousand  people  sprang  up,  with  all 
the  conveniences  and  luxuries  of  that  time; 
with  a  daily  paper  called  The  Pithole  Record, 

"Leases  for  lots  on  which  to  erect  build- 
ings were  sold  at  from  three  hundred  to  sixty 
thousand  dollars  a  year.  The  oil  lands  in 
this  vicinity  were  valued  at  millions.  In  less 
than  three  months  the  city  of  Pithole  had 
been  erected  and  was  known  over  the  civil- 
i^i^ed  and  uncivilized  world,  and  by  its  magic 
growth  dazed  piankind.  The  people  were  a 
grand  conglomeration  of  thieves,  pickpockets, 
preachers,  doctors,  lawyers,  financiers,  sharp- 
ers and  highwaymen. 

"Ben  Hogan  was  there  in  the  height  of  his 
fame  and  glory ;  his  hotel  was  the  largest  and 
vilest  den  in  the  city.    On  account  of  the  con- 


ditions at  Pithole  the  courts  of  Franklin  were 
so  overcrowded  with  criminal  business  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  secure  any  civil  legal 
business  before  or  by  the  court.  All  kinds  of 
schemes  were  floated  by  sharks  and  sharpers 
in  wells  that  were  being  drilled  but  were  never 
to  be  finished,  and  one- fourth  and  one-six- 
teenth interests  were  sold  and  re-sold  as  often 
as  possible.  Sheasley  and  I  had  interests  of 
this  kind.  Wells  were  doctored  so  that  a 
twenty-barrel  well  was  made  to  flow,  by  under- 
ground pipes,  hundreds  of  barrels  a  day.  Oil 
was  emptied  into  springs  to  create  surface  in- 
dications. One  widow  did  this,  and  gave  a 
great  fortune  away  for  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars. Dealers  in  coal  sold  it  at  sixty  cents  per 
bushel,  and  this  coal,  in  delivery,  would  ex- 
pand from  twenty  to  thirty  bushels. 

"A  wonderful  scene  in  that  magic  city  was 
the  loading  on  wagons  of  oil  from  the  United 
States   well.     This  well  was   fenced   in   and 
only  one  team  at  a  time  was  admitted  to  the 
inclosure.    Two  men  stood  there,  each  with  a 
club,  to  open  and  close  the  gate.    The  teams 
were  ranged  in  a  V  shape  for  about  half  a 
mile  along  north   of  the  well,  and  were   as 
compact  and  tight  as  they  could  be  jammed 
together,  and  narrowed  down  to  one  team  at 
the  gate.    When  this  team  was  admitted  to  the 
inclosure,   the  whole  compact   body  of  huh- 
dreds  of  teams  had  to  move.    The  excitement 
and  noise  of  swearing  and  the  cracking   of 
whips  and  rattle  of  vehicles  was  intense.     In 
company  with   Colonel   Wilcox   I   frequently 
sat  a  whole  day  on  the  fence  watching  these 
naoves.    A  team  was  satisfied  with  and  could 
only  get  a  load  every  other  day.     I  cannot  de- 
scribe the  picture.     There  surely  never  w^as 
anything  like   it  on  earth  before  and  never 
will  be  again.    On  account  of  this  great  team- 
ing  the   roads  and   streets   were   mud,    mud 
everywhere,  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air.      I 
have  often  seen  the  banks  and  other  business 
house  windows  splashed  all  over  with  mud. 
It  was  a  very  common  sight  to  see  dead  horses 
and  broken  down  vehicles  all  along  the  road. 
Liverymen  charged  five  dollars  an  hour  for  a 
horse  and  saddle. 

"Here  I  met  my  old  friend,  Rev.  D.  S. 
Steadman.  In  i860  and  i86t  Rev.  Mr.  Stead- 
man  was  in  charge  of  the  Brookville  Metho- 
dist Church.  In  October,  1861.  my  brother. 
Col.  A.  A.  McKnight,  appointed  him  chaplain 
of  the  105th  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He 
served  with  that  regiment  in  many  battles  and 
with  great  usefulness  and  bravery  until  broken 
down  with  swamp  fever  on  the  Chickahominy, 
where  he  was  forced  to  resign  or  die  of  that 
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disease.  I  was  delighted  to  see  him  and  fre- 
quently met  and  visited  with  him.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Erie  Conference  to  Pithole  in 
1865,  ^^^  was  Pithole's  first  preacher.  His 
first  sermon,  he  told  me,  was  delivered  from 
a  dry  goods  box  on  Holmden  street.  He 
erected  the  first  church,  I  believe,  and  this 
church  is  still  known  as  the  'Little  White 
Methodist  Church.' 

**For  a  time  Steadman's  home  was  the  cor- 
ner of  a  carpenter  shop,  with  shavings  and  a 
blanket  for  a  bed. 

"Ben  Hogan  had  enticed  a  young  girl  to 
his  place  by  an  advertisement  in  one  of  the 
Buffalo  papers.  She  misunderstood  and  had 
no  way  to  understand  what  he  wanted  of  her. 
On  her  arrival  in  Pithole  Hogan  locked  her  in 
a  room  on  the  upper  floor  of  his  hotel,  threat- 
ened her  death  from  starvation  unless  she 
would  do  as  he  desired.  In  some  way  or  other 
the  girl  got  a  letter  to  her  mother  stating  her 
condition  and  where  she  was  and  that  she 
preferred  death  to  anything  that' Mr.  Hogan 
desired.  The  mother  rushed  to  Pithole,  and. 
the  grief  of  that  mother  can  never  be  told,  but 
her  tears,  entreaties  and  prayers  to  Hogan  had 
no  avail.  Hogan  would  not  release  the  girl, 
permit  the  mother  to  see  her  daughter,  send 
her  word,  or  even  let  her  know  where  and 
how  she  was.  The  mother  then  called  on  Rev. 
Mr.  Steadman,  falling  at  his  feet  with  her 
arms  about  his  knees,  and  sobbed  her  story. 
Mr.  Steadman  immediately  went  down  street, 
found  three  ex-army  officers  and  comrades, 
and  each  soldier  taking  a  brace  of  pistols,  these 
soldiers,  armed  thus,  marched  to  Mr.  Hogan's 
hotel.  Hogan  at  first  treated  them  like  he 
treated  the  girl's  mother ;  but  when  these  army 
officers  held  their  eight  loaded  revolvers  with- 
in less  than  a  foot  of  Hogan's  face  the  armed 
officers  were  taken  by  him  upstairs  to  where 
the  girl  was  and  the  girl  was  permitted  to 
march  out,  almost  fainting,  on  the  arm  of 
Mr.  Steadman.  This  crowd  of  five  people 
formed  quite  a  scene  on  the  streets  of  Pithole 
while  marching  to  the  parsonage  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Steadman. 

"Rev.  Mr.  Steadman's  last  residence  in  Jef- 
ferson county  was  at  Beechtree,  from  1894  to 
1896,  and  he  died  at  Chicora,  Pa.,  on  Feb.  28, 
1907.  He  was  seventy-six  years  of  age  at 
death. 

"As  everything  in  and  around  Pithole  was 
wooden  in  structure,  frequent  and  destructive 
fires  occurred.  The  first  great  fire  was  on  the 
morning  of  Oct.  11.  1865,  when  the  Grant 
well,  on  the  Morey  farm,  with  sheds,  offices. 


six  tanks  and  four  thousand  barrels  of  oil, 
were  completely  destroyed.  This  fire  corti- 
municated  to  and  burned  nine  wells  and  fix- 
tures on  the  Holmden  farm.  The  cause  of 
the  fire  was  careless  burning  of  crude  oil  for 
fuel. 

"In  five  years  Pithole  was,  and  is  today,  a 
desolate  place  with  but  two  or  three  little 
shanties  and  the  'little  old  white  Methodist 
church'  remaining.  This  year  oats,  hay  and 
potatoes  were  grown  on  tiie  site  of  this  deso- 
late city. 

"All  these  conditions  are  recalled  to  me  by 
my  recent  visit  to  Titusville,  where  I  was  can- 
vassing for  my  Northwestern  History. 

"W.  J.  McKnight. 
"Brookville,  Pa.,  Dec.  3,  1910." 

An  article  recently  contributed  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Knight to  the  Brookville  Republican  gives  an 
interesting  review  of  pioneer  conditions  from 
which  we  quote  below,  his  description  being 
typical  of  early  times  in  practically  eVery 
section  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania: 

"On  June  19,  1918,  I  visited  the  home  and 
farm  of  John  J.  McCurdy^  in  Washington 
township,  JeflFerson  Co.,  Pa.  While  there  I 
became  somewhat  reminiscent.  I  lived  on  this 
farm  when  a  boy  four  years  and  a  half.  The 
McCurdys  really  raised  me.  In  February, 
1847,  nearly  seventy-two  years  ago,  when 
eleven  years  old,  I  went  to  the  Joseph  (now 
the  John  J.)  McCurdy  farm  in  Washington 
township.  On  this  farm  we  had  a  log  house 
with  a  high  porch  to  keep  out  snakes  and  an 
old-fashioned  fireplace.  Our  stock  consisted 
of  cows,  young  cattle,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  sheep, 
an  old  white  hip-shot  mare,  geese,  chickens 
and  hogs.  The  farm  produced  everything  we 
consumed,  clothing  and  food.  The  sheep  fur- 
nished the  wool,  which  was  carded  and  made 
into  rolls  for  spinning.  At  home  it  was  spun 
into  yarn  and  woven  on  a  hand  loom.  For 
beds  it  was  left  white;  for  clothing  it  was 
dyed  any  color  desired.  A  competent  house- 
wife could  make  dyes  of  log- wood,  indigo, 
cochineal,  butternut  bark  and  human  urine. 
There  were  no  ready-made  clothes  in  the  mar- 
ket; our  clothes  were  made  in  the  home. 
There  was  no  woven  underwear.  Stockings 
were  knitted  at  home  as  well  as  mittens.  One 
or  more  cows  or  steers  were  killed  each  fall 
and  salted  for  winter.  There  was  a  tannery  in 
Dogtown,  where  John  Fox  now  resides,  where 
we  had  our  hides  tanned.  Joseph  McCurdy 
made  our  winter  shoes.  In  summer  I  went 
barefoot,  walked  to  church  and  sang  Rouse's 
version   of   David's   Psalms.      In    wintertime 
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many  of  the  neighbors  went  in  'pungs',  drawn 
by  oxen.  John  J.  Patterson,  of  Brookville, 
has  driven  many  a  'pung'  load  to  this  church. 

"Whiskey  was  seventeen  cents  a  gallon,  pop- 
ularly called  by  the  common  people  the  *good 
creature'  of  God.  Anybody  could  sell  it,  ev- 
erybody— ^men,  women  and  children— could 
bujr  it,  and  at  the  hotel  bar  at  three  cents  a 
drmk,  on  trust. 

"Our  school  cabin  was  built  in  1846  by 
contract,  contract  price  twenty  dollars.  We 
had  one  term  in  1847  ^^  ^^^^  months  in  win- 
ter. The  master  boarded  around  with  the 
scholars.  He  stayed  a  week  with  us,  and 
gave  me  a  dose  of  the  itch. 

"Our  flax  was  cut  and  laid  down  until  the 
fiber  loosened  from  the  woody  part,  put 
through  a  heckle  worked  by  hand,  spun  and 
woven.  This  strong  linen  cloth  was  used  for 
summer  clothing,  towels  and  sheets.  The 
seed  was  saved  to  make  flaxseed  tea  or  poul- 
tices for  bruises. 

"For  food  we  had  buckwheat  cakes,  pone, 
mush  and  milk,  rye  bread,  pork,  potatoes,  cab-  . 
bage,  maple  sugar  and  molasses  which  we 
made  every  spring,  and  in  the  fall  we  had  the 
old  yellow  pumpkin,  the  mud-covered  pump- 
kin, the  big-bellied  pumpkin,  that  with  cream, 
eggs  and  maple  sugar  made  such  good  pies. 
Half  a  dozen  two-year-old  razorback  hogs 
were  killed  in  the  fall,  which  gave  plenty  of 
hams,  bacon,  lard,  sausage  and  salt  pork.  The 
hams  and  bacon  were  hung  up  in  the  smoke- 
house, a  small  building,  and  smoked,  which 
gave  them  a  delicious  flavor.  From  milk  we 
made  butter,  cheese  and  schmierkaese.  In  the 
spring  of  the  year  this  was  rampey,  what  we 
did  not  use  was  sold,  and  usually  it  brought 
twelve  and  one  half  cents  a  pound.  Cheese 
was  also  made  at  home,  as  there  were  neither 
creameries  nor  cheese  factories.  Cheese  was 
sold  at  five  to  six  cents  a  pound.  All  eggs 
not  used  went  to  the  store,  and  brought  ten 
to  twelve  cents  a  dozen. 

**We  made  our  own  soap.  It  was  called 
soft  soap.  It  was  soft,  but  very  strong,  and 
took  the  dirt  off  your  hands  and  face  very 
thoroughly,  and  some  skin,  also,  unless  you 
were  very  careful. 

"We  threshed  our  grain  by  flail  and  tramped 
out  with  horses.  In  1847  there  were  no  har- 
vesters, t)T)ewriters,  fountain  pens  nor  sleep- 
ing cars,  telephones,  telegraph,  dictaphones 
nor  phonographs.  No  airplanes,  submarines, 
torpedoes,  high  explosives,  smokeless  powder, 
Zeppelins,  wireless  telegraphy  or  battle  tanks. 
No  X-rays,  kodaks,  dynamos,  electric  lights. 


electric  street  cars  and  electric  locomotives, 
telegraph,  tape  printers,  electric  heating  and 
cooking.  No  letter  envelopes,  carbon  oil,  nat- 
ural gas  or  gasoline,  washing  machines,  baby 
carriages,  Red  Cross,  Rockefeller  Institute, 
lawn  mowers,  hay  rakes  or  milking  machines. 
No  airbrakes,  reflectoscopes,  power  elevators, 
thermos  bottles,  fireless  cookers,  vacuum  clean- 
ers, color  photography,  moving  picture  cam- 
eras, or  the  whole  vast  moving  picture 
business.  No  monotype  machines,  auto- 
matic piano  players,  turbine  engines,  gas 
engines,  motorcycles,  automobiles,  hydro- 
planes, steam  shovels,  tube  railways,  pneu- 
matic tires,  vacuum  brakes,  ball  or  roller 
bearings.  There  was  no  such  thing  as 
the  use  of  electrons  or  radium,  there  were  no 
electrotypes,  cash  registers,  photo  engraving, 
adding  machines  nor  rotary  printing  presses, 
and  there  were  no  road  drags  or  tractors.  No 
anaesthesia,  local  or  complete;  toxins,  foun- 
tain syringes  or  nasal  douches,  sanitation  bath 
tubs,  or  closets,  com  shellers,  adding  ma- 
chines, ice  or  knitting  machines. 

"We  had  a  fence  law,  viz.,  horse  high,  bull 
strong  and  hog  tight.  This  law  was  repealed 
in  1885  or  1886. 

"In  1847  married  women  had  no  right  to  the 
property  bequeathed  to  them  by  their  parents, 
unless  It  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  trustee, 
and  by  marriage  the  husband  became  the  im- 
mediate and  absolute  owner  of  the  personal 
property  of  the  wife  which  she  had  in  posses- 
sion at  the  time  of  marriage,  and  this  property 
could  never  again  revert  to  the  wife  or  her 
representatives.  She  could  acquire  no  per- 
sonal property  by  industry  during  marria^ ; 
and  if  she  obtained  any  by  gift  or  otherwise, 
it  became  immediately  by  and  through  the  law 
the  property  of  her  husband.  You  see  the 
rights  surrendered  by  a  woman  marrying 
under  the  common  law  were  two:  First,  the 
right  to  make  a  contract;  secondly,  the  right 
to  property — ^and  her  own  earnings.  To  com- 
pensate for  this  she  acquired  one  right — ^the 
right  to  be  chastised.  For  as  the  hust^d  was 
to  answer  for  her  misbehaviour,  the  law 
thought  it  reasonable  to  intrust  him  with  the 
power  of  restraining  her,  by  domestic  chas- 
tisement, with  the  same  moderation  that  a  man 
is  allowed  to  correct  his  apprentice  or  his 
children. 

"In  my  eighty-two  years  of  life  I  have  lived 
in  the  most  progressive  time  the  world  has 
ever  seen,  or  will  ever  see."  [Since  the  above 
was  written  Dr.  McKnight  has  died,  Oct.  12, 
1918.— Ed.1 
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JAMES  F.  DAUGHERTY,  late  of  Clin- 
tonville,  was  one  of  the  best  known  figures 
in  the  oil  territory  of  Venango  county  and  all 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania  for  about  twenty- 
five  years,  his  successful  operations  both  as  a 
contractor  and  producer  constituting  a  remark- 
able record  of  business  activity.  Though  only 
a  youth  when  he  undertook  the  work  of  rig 
building  on  his  own  account  he  went  about  it 
with  a  determination  to  do  competent  work 
that  could  hardly  have  failed  to  win  substan- 
tial rewards,  and  he  followed  the  same  policy 
throughout  life.  Neither  his  integrity  nor  his 
ambition  to  satisfy  his  patrons  to  the  utmost 
were  ever  affected  by  his  prosperity,  and  when 
he  died,  in  his  prime,  he  was  also  at  the  height 
of  a  reputation  for  honor  in  his  business 
and  personal  transactions  which  denoted  that 
trustworthiness  was  one  of  his  substantial 
traits.  He  was  indeed  a  creditable  member 
of  his  family,  whose  representatives  have  been 
among  the  respected  citizens  of  southern  Ve- 
nango county  for  several  generations. 

Patrick  and  Eliza  A.  (Emery)  Daugherty, 
grandparents  of  James  F.  Daugherty,  spent 
their  lives  on  a  farm  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Nectarine,  in  Irwin  township,  three  miles  west 
of  Clintonville.  He  came  here  from  Ireland, 
and  died  in  1861,  in  middle  age.  His  wife 
remained  on  the  farm  and  survived  him  for 
thirty-three  years,  passing  away  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven.  Of  their  children  who 
reached  maturity,  Loraine  died  in  young  wom- 
anhood; Charles  lives  at  Moniteau,  Butler 
county ;  Elizabeth,  who  died,  in  1914,  was  the 
wife  of  James  Marshall  and  lived  oh  the  old 
Daugherty  homestead;  Jesse  Jerome  was  the 
father  of  James  F.  Daugherty;  Sarah  died 
when  fourteen  years  old;  Catherine  married 
Newton  McCourt  and  died  at  Bradford,  Pa. ; 
John  H.  completes  the  family. 

James  F.  Daugherty  was  bom  Dec.  20. 
1873,  2it  Nectarine,  Irwin  township,  son  of 
Jesse  Jerome  Daugherty,  and  received  a  good 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  neighborhood. 
When  sixteen  years  old  he  went  to  Bullion, 
Qinton  township,  where  he  started  work  as 
an  oil  rig  builder  with  Mr.  Porter,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  two  years.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  launched  out  for  himself, 
as  a  contractor  in  rig  building,  in  which  line 
he  continued  during  3ie  remainder  of  his  life, 
attaining  standing  and  popularity  by  his  thor- 
oughly reliable  and  skillful  work.  When 
twenty-seven  years  old  he  also  became  intern 
ested  in  drilling,  buying  a  share  in  a  string  of 
drilling  tools,  continuing  this  for  two  years  in 
connection  with  his  other  business,  and  man- 


aging his  own  outfit.  He  always  operated 
solely  on  his  own  account  in  the  construction 
of  rigs,  ordinarily  employing  from  six  to  ten 
men,  but  often  as  many  as  eighteen,  and  hav- 
ing five  rigs  under  construction  at  one  time. 
He  was  engaged  principally  in  the  Bullion  oil 
field.  As  his  experience  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  business  enlarged  he  also 
undertook  diflFerent  work,  installing  power 
plants  for  pumping  and  pumping  connections 
with  the  wells.  Subsequently  he  again  went  into 
drilling,  operating  a  set  of  tools  during  the 
last  five  years  of  his  life.  Mr.  Daugherty's 
work  recommended  Itself,  and  his  business 
grew  to  such  proportions  that  he  was  kept 
busy  constantly,  becoming  the  leading  rig 
builder  in  this  region  and  held  in  equal  repute 
in  his  other  enterprises.  Naturally  his  invest- 
ments were  largely  in  oil  leases.  In  1906  he 
secured  an  interest  in  a  lease  on  the  Westlake 
farm  and  immediately  commenced  drilling, 
taking  charge  of  the  work  himself  and  also 
overseeing  the  production.  Twenty  good  wells 
have  been  sunk  there,  and  have  yielded  so  pro- 
fusely that  the  lease  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  in  this  field  to-day.  He  also  had  a  share 
in  the  Donaldson  farm  lease?  where  five  wells 
were  sunk,  and  was  overseer  of  the  work  there 
also.  For  five  years  he  held  a  quarter  interest 
in  the  Myrtle  Oil  Compapy,  which  had  twenty- 
three  producing  wells,  a  number  of  which  were 
drilled  by  him,  but  sold  out  his  share  in  that 
company,  though  it  paid  handsomely.  Mr. 
Daugherty  was  devoted  to  his  business,  though 
it  kept  him  out  long  hours  and  in  all  conditions 
of  weather,  and  he  met  his  death  April  2,  1917, 
while  looking  after  some  drilling  operations 
which  he  had  under  way  in  Mercer^  county. 
One  of  the  severest  storms  ever  known  to 
have  occurred  there  came  up,  and  the  wind 
blew  the  derrick  down  upon  him,  killing  him 
instantly.  Mr.  Daugherty  had  given  little  time 
to  recreation  during  his  busy  life,  though  he 
enjoyed  hunting  when  the  opportunity  offered. 

On  Sept.  24,  1902,  Mr.  Daugherty  married 
Cora  May  Jones,  who  was  bom  at  Barkey- 
ville,  in  Irwin  township,  this  county,  and  was 
then  twenty-two  years  old.  Three  children 
were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daugherty :  Adri- 
an P.,  Alton  I.  and  Catherine  E.  Mrs.  Daugh- 
erty and  her  family  occupy  the  fine  home  at 
Clintonville  which  Mr.  Daugherty  built  upon 
their  removal  to  that  borough  five  years  ago. 
They  had  previously  resided  at  Bullion. 

H.  L.  Jones,  father  of  Mrs.  Daugherty,  was 
a  farmer  at  Barkeyville,  where  he  died  when 
she  was  a  girl  of  thirteen.  He  married  Cath- 
erine Hoffman,  then  in  her  twenty-first  year. 
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daughter  of  Walter  and  Christina  (Hoffman) 
Hoffman,  the  former  being  the  eldest  son  of 
John  and  Catherine  (Ghost)  Hoffman.  Mr. 
Jones  died  fifteen  years  after  their  marriage, 
leaving  four  children:  Cora  May,  Mrs. 
Daugherty;  Henry  Austin  and  John  Fulton, 
of  Clintonville,  who  are  partners  in  the  con- 
tracting business,  building  rigs;  and  Elsie 
Jane,  who  lives  with  her  mother.  On  Feb. 
4,  1897,  Mrs.  Jones  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Thornbury,  and  she  is  living  one  mile 
south  of  Clintonville,  where  Mrs.  Daugherty 
lived  with  her  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
Mrs.  Thornbury  has  had  two  children  by  her 
present  husband,  of  whom  Sarah  Ellen  died 
in  childhood;  James  is  at  home,  and  is  en- 
gaged as  a  rie  builder.  Mrs.  Daugherty 's 
parents  both  belonged  to  the  M.  E.  Church. 

WILLIAM  H.  FLEMING  bears  a  name 
which  needs  no  introduction  in  Venango 
county,  particularly  in  the  northeastern  sec- 
tion, with  whose  development  the  family  has 
been  prominently  identified  since  its  earliest 
settlement.  The  Flemings  were  likely  the  first 
permanent  residents  of  Oil  Creek  township, 
and  from  the  tinfe  of  their  arrival,  toward  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  family  has 
been  well  represented  among  its  foremost  citi- 
zens, leaders  in  material  achievements  and 
equally  zealous  in  promoting  the  social  ad- 
vancement of  the  locality. 

John  Fleming,  their  first  ancestor  in  this 
country,  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and 
came  to  this  country  long  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  he  took  part,  serving  in  the 
American  army  as  commissary.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Fayette  county.  Pa., 
making  his  home  near  Redstone  Old  Fort, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  about  the 
year  1780.  He  was  survived  by  his  wife, 
Sarah,  and  six  sons,  of  whom  Andrew  and 
Daniel  visited  Venango  county  in  1795,  coming 
out  the  next  year  to  settle,  while  the  mother 
and  the  other  four  brothers  followed  in  1798. 
They  acquired  land  in  what  is  now  Oil  Creek 
township,  Andrew  getting  possession  of  four 
hundred  acres  which  included  what  is  now  the 
Jones  farm  near  Miller  Farm  station,  and 
Samuel  buying  a  claim  six  miles  south  of 
Titusville,  on  the  hill  east  of  Oil  creek, 
originally  taken  up  by  Jacob  Richards,  who 
had  cleared  several  acres  and  planted  a  small 
orchard.  Andrew  Fleming  married  Ann 
McClintock,  sister  of  Francis  and  Hamilton 
McClintock,  and  reared  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  one  son  removing  to  Brocton,  N.  Y. ; 
Daniel  Fleming  married  Nancy  Harding,  of 


Harrisville,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  in  Forest 
county;  one  brother  removed  to  Missouri; 
another  to  Ohio;  and  Samuel  and  the  sixth 
brother  lived  and  died  in  Venango  county. 

Samuel  Fleming,  grandfather  of  William  H. 
Fleming,  married  Jane  McClintock,  daughter 
of  Hamilton  McClintock,  Sr.,  another  early 
pioneer  in  the  county,  and  they  reared  a  family 
of  eleven  children.  We  have  record  of  but 
five:  Mrs.  Sarah  Lytle,  of  Oil  Creek  town- 
ship; Louisa,  wife  of  Edward  Seeley,  of  Kan- 
sas; G.  W.,  born  Oct.  20,  1821,  farmer  and 
lumberman,  who  married  Hannah  Stewart  and 
had  one  son,  George  S. ;  Samuel  Lawrence, 
mentioned  below;  and  John  S.,  father  of 
William  H.  Fleming.  After  his  marriage 
Samuel  Fleming  turned  his  attention  to  the 
clearing  and  improvement  of  the  farm,  and  as 
a  successful  farmer  and  lumberman  acquired 
a  substantial  competence.  He  was  drafted  for 
service  in  the  war  of  1812,  but  exempted  on 
account  of  sickness.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  with  his  wife  a  pioneer  member 
of  the  Pleasantville  Baptist  Church.  They 
died  in  1859  and  1865.  respectively.  Like  the 
rest  of  the  family,  Samuel  Fleming  by  his 
labors  and  achievements  contributed  notably 
to  the  advancement  of  this  section.  His 
brother  Andrew  built  the  first  mill  in  the  town- 
ship and  the  first  on  Oil  creek,  the  original  ma- 
chinery being  mostly  of  his  own  construction, 
with  two  runs  of  native  stone  and  a  primitive 
but  ingenious  waterwheel ;  later,  when  the  pat- 
ronage had  grown  enough  to  make  it  profit- 
able, he  brought  improved  appliances  from 
Pittsburgh  and  also  added  a  sawmill. 

John  S.  Fleming,  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(McClintock)  Fleming,  was  bom  Oct.  5,  1830, 
in  Oil  Creek  township,  and  received  such  edu- 
cation as  the  local  schools  afforded  in  his  boy- 
hood. His  early  practical  experience  and 
training  came  in  the  lines  of  farming  and  lum- 
bering, and  he  was  wide  awake  to  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  oil  development,  being  one  of  the 
early  investors  in  the  new  industry,  which  he 
followed  with  success.  It  is  noteworthy,  how- 
ever, that  he  was  fonnerly  the  owner  of  the 
Atkinson  farm,  where  such  a  remarkable  yield 
of  oil  was  obtained  not  long  after  he  sold  it  as 
to  bring  world-wide  reputation  to  the  spot 
known  as  Shamburg,  causing  it  to  spring  almost 
overnight  into  a  thriving  village  with  stores, 
three  hotels  and  banking  facilities.  Today  it 
is  hardly  more  than  a  memory.  Mr.  Fleming 
lived  on  his  farm  in  Oil  Creek  township  until 
his  death,  erecting  there  in  1890  the  substantial 
dwelling  now  occupied  by  his  son  William  H. 
Fleming.    He  also  began  the  production  of  oil 
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there,  sinking  three  wells  which  formed  the 
nucleus  of  the  large  production  now  obtained 
from  the  property. 

In  1853  M'*-  Fleming  married  Hannah  Re- 
becca Jamison,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah 
Jamison,  of  Venango  county,  and  seven  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  this  union :  S.  P.,  James  L., 
Lily  (Mrs.  R.  J.  Heald),  George  B.,  John  L., 
Gilbert  B.  and  William  H.  The  mother  died 
Jan.  13,  1899,  ^he  father  five  days  later,  Jan. 
1 8th,  both  of  pneumonia,  and  they  are  buried 
in  Fairview  cemetery  at  Pleasantville.  They 
belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  Flem- 
ing affiliated  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  Royal 
Templars  of  Temperance,  favoring  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Prohibitionists.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat, however,  in  political  doctrine,  and  he  took 
an  active  part  m  public  affairs,  filling  several 
township  offices. 

William  H.  Fleming  was  born  April  20, 
1869,  on  an  adjoining  farm  within  sight  of  his 
present  home,  and  like  the  rest  of  the  family 
had  excellent  advantages.  He  was  thoroughl3^ 
trained  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  and  oil  busi- 
ness as  his  father's  assistant,  and  when  the 
latter  died  continued  the  oil  production  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  Gilbert,  with  whom 
he  was  associated  until  the  latter's  death,  Aug. 
31,  1906,  on  his  fortieth  birthday,  at  Bartles- 
ville,  Okla.  Though  he  retained  his  interest  in 
the  home  production,  Gilbert  B.  Fleming  had 
branched  out  further  in  the  oil  business,  in 
1904  leaving  his  brother  in  charge  of  the  de- 
tails of  their  local  investments  and  himself 
going  to  Indiana;  when  he  was  active  as  a 
producer  for  two  years.  Then  he  yielded  to 
the  call  again  and  went  farther  west,  in  1906, 
securing  leases  which  he  was  preparing  to  de- 
velop when  his  untimely  death  intervened.  He 
was  unmarried,  and  his  brother  and  partner 
took  over  his  interests,  which  he  has  since 
conducted  along  the  lines  originally  planned  by 
them.  There  were  then  twenty-two  wells  on 
the  home  farm,  the  number  being  now  thirty- 
one,  as  Mr.  Fleming  has  followed  the  policy  of 
extending  his  production  annually,  both  by 
way  of  increasing  business  and  also  to  cover 
possible  shortages  in  the  proauction  of  old 
wells.  He  has  several  wells  on  an  adjoining 
farm.  It  may  be  said  that  Mr.  Fleming  started 
life  with  good  prospects,  but  he  has  surely 
availed  himself  of  all  their  possibilities,  keefH 
ing  fully  up  to  the  reputation  of  members  of 
this  family  for  thrifty  business  habits  and 
commendable  enterprise.  He  has  never  been 
afraid  to  undertake  new  things,  nor  slow  about 
working  them  out,  showing  both  initiative  and 
courage    in   breaking  away    from    traditional 


ideas  and  methods  when  he  thought  occasion 
warranted  such  action.  In  personal  character 
and  citizenship  he  has  held  to  the  high 
standards  which  have  always  governed  the 
Flemings  in  their  relations  with  others. 

On  Oct.  23,  1894,  William  H.  Fleming  mar- 
ried Josephine  Lytle,  daughter  of  James  and 
Susan  (Watson)  Lytle,  whose  old  home  was 
two  miles  north  on  the  Titusville  road.  Mrs. 
Lytle  died  Feb.  18,  1899,  Mr.  Lytle  now  mak- 
ing his  home  with  his  daughter  Mrs.  Fleming. 
He  is  well  preserved  though  well  advanced  in 
years,  having  been  born  Sept.  16,  1830,  on  the 
Mill  farm  two  miles  south  of  Pleasantville,  his 
parents  having  been  among  the  pioneers  in  this 
region,  and  his  long  life  has  been  spent  within 
a  few  miles  of  his  birthplace.  Five  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming: 
Edith  Marie,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Pleas- 
antville high  school,  class  of  1915 ;  John  Lloyd, 
who  graduated  from  the  Pleasantville  high 
school  in  1918,  and  enlisted  in  the  Students' 
Army  Training  Corps,  Oct.  i,  1918,  at  Grove 
City  College,  Pa.;  Lillie  Ruth,  a  high  school 
student ;  Margaret  May,  and  William  H.,  Jr. 

SAMUEL  LAWRENCE  FLEMING  (de- 
ceased) was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Oil  Creek 
township,  born  May  25,  1829,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Jane  (McClintock)  Fleming,  and  the  last 
survivor  of  their  large  family.  His  ancestors 
were  among  the  earliest  permanent  residents 
of  Oil  Creek  township,  and  had  a  numerous 
posterity,  many  of  whom  continued  to  make 
their  homes  in  this  section,  where  they  have 
borne  a  creditable  name  for  the  substantial 
qualities  which  bring  success  in  business  and 
high  rank  in  citizenship.  There  are  few 
phases  of  development  in  the  locality  which 
have  not  felt  the  benefit  of  their  good  influ- 
ence, and  Samuel  Lawrence  Fleming  was  no 
exception  to  the  rest  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Fleming  acquired  an  education  above 
the  average  for  the  time  and  place,  and  during 
his  young  manhood  engaged  in  teaching  for 
several  terms,  his  first  school 'being  near  Oil 
City.  Like  most  young  men  of  the  day  in  the 
rural  and  wooded  districts,  he  also  followed 
lumbering  and  rafting,  and  when  oil  was  dis- 
covered he  went  into  the  new  business 
promptly,  experiencing  the  excitements  at- 
tending many  new  and  rich  finds,  and  getting 
ample  returns  from  his  own  investments.  In 
1 88 1  he  located  on  the  fifty-two-acre  tract  in 
Oil  Creek  township  which  was  his  home  for 
the  rest  of  his  life,  a  valuable  place  lying  on  the 
Oil  City  and  Titusville  road,  where  it 
branches  oflF  to  Pleasantville,  two  miles  distant. 
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and  he  owned  another  one  of  fifty  acres  one 
mile  south,  near  what  was  once  known  as 
Black  Oil  Hill,  later  East  Shamburg.  He  con- 
ducted profitable  oil  operations  on  both  places, 
the  production  running  fully  as  high  as  the 
average  in  that  territory  and  yielding  w^ell  on 
the  investment. 

Mr.  Fleming  took  a  leading  part  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  township  affairs,  serving  as 
treasurer  and  for  a  long  period  on  the  school 
board,  holding  the  latter  office  until  within 
three  years  of  his  death  and  also  acting  as 
treasurer  of  that  body.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  served  two  or  three 
terms  in  that  capacity,  setting  a  high  standard 
by  his  capable  and  honorable  performance  of 
all  his  duties.  He  was  a  Democrat  politically, 
affiliated  with  Phoenix  Lodge,  No.  153,  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  and  in  religious  association  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Church  of  Christ  in  his  home 
neighborhood,  assisting  liberally  when  the  pres- 
ent church  was  erected.  It  is  of  cement  block 
construction,  and  a  credit  to  the  congregation. 

In  1 881  Mr.  Fleming  married  Hannah  Stahl, 
who  was  bom  Nov.  11,  1848,  in  Union  county. 
Pa.,  one  of  the  two  children  of  Enos  and  Han- 
nah Stahl,  the  other  being  Leah.  Their 
mother  died  in  Union  county,  and  Mr.  Stahl 
subsequently  married  Lydia  A.  Johnson  be- 
fore his  removal  to  Mercer  countv  in  1859. 
He  lived  in  Jefferson  township  for  several 
years,  in  1865  coming  to  Venango  county, 
which  was  ever  afterward  his  home.  His 
death  occurred  there  Oct.  7,  1884,  and  his 
widow  lived  in  Bradford,  Pa.,  for  some  years 
thereafter,  passing  the  latter  part  of  her  life 
with  her  daughter  Mrs.  Dorr,  in  whose  home 
she  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Mrs.  Fleming  is 
the  only  survivor  of  her  family  in  Venango 
county.  There  were  twelve  children  by  her 
father's  second  marriage,  namely:  John  N.. 
J.  C,  Anna  C,  James  E.,  Ida  E.,  Dora  E., 
Fannie  A.,  Charles  E.,  Harry  E..  Ulysses  G.,' 
Minervia  and  Theodore.  The  father  was  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  the 
mother  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Stahl's  first 
wife  was  a  Lutheran. 

Mr.  Fleming  died  Dec.  29,  191 7,  and  his 
widow  continues  to  occupy  the  pleasant  home 
on  the  farm  which  he  erected,  and  where  he 
always  found  his  greatest  enjoyment.  Their 
only  child,  Maud  May,  died  when  fourteen 
years  old. 

\yiLLIAM  HOUSTON  McQUAID  is  a 
business  man  of  Franklin  and  a  resident  of 
Sugarcreek  township,  occupying  part  of  his 
father's    old    home   place.      His   grandfather 


originally  settled  in  that  township  as  far  back 
as  1802,  in  the  vicinity  of  Utica,  on  what  is 
now  the  site  of  the  Roberts  town  plot,  where 
many  lots  have  recently  been  sold  for  residence 
purposes.  In  the  century  and  more  which  has 
intervened  since  John  McQuaid  chose  this  lo- 
cality for  a  home  his  posterity  have  maintained 
honorable  standing  among  its  worthiest  citi- 
zens, prospering  in  their  business  enterprises, 
promoting  the  social  welfare  by  lending  their 
support  to  progressive  measures  and  good 
government,  and  living  up  to  high  personal 
standards. 

The  McQuaids  are  of  Scotch-Irish  stock, 
and  trace  their  line  in  this  country  back  to 
William  McQuaid,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who 
emigrated  to  America  in  1764.  He  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  dying 
in  Perry  county.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
had  four  children,  viz. :  William,  Jane,  Betsey 
and  John. 

John  McQuaid,  son  of  William,  was  bom 
it  is  thought  in  Ireland  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  parents  when  quite  young,  spend- 
ing his  early  life  in  eastern  Pennsylvania. 
Coming  thence  to  Venango  county,  he  settled 
about  1802  in  what  is  now  Sugarcreek  town- 
ship, near  Utica,  and  there  made  a  permanent 
home,  remaining  on  his  farm  until  his  death, 
in  1850.  For  about  nine  years  he  was  engaged 
as  a  ferryman,  and  he  also  followed  his  trade 
of  millwright  in  connection  with  farming,  hav- 
ing a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres.  During  the 
war  of  1812  he  did  military  duty,  taking  part 
in  the  defense  of  Erie.  When  about  forty 
years  old  Mr.  McQuaid  married  Isabella  Duf- 
field,  daughter  of  William  Duffield,  and  she 
survived  him,  passing  away  in  1858.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  six  of 
whom  reached  maturity :  William,  who  is  now 
deceased;  John,  who  settled  in  California; 
Jesse,  of  Sugarcreek  township;  Armstrong 
D. :  Mary,  wife  of  William  Hastin|;s,  of  Canal 
township,  this  county;  and  Harriet,  wife  of 
Archibald  Foster. 

Armstrong  D.  McQuaid,  son  of  John  and 
Isabella  (Duffield)  McQuaid,  was  bom  Feb. 
22,  1824,  in  Sugarcreek  township,  Venango 
county,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  dying  in  191 2.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  spent  all  his  Ufe  in  the  town- 
ship, in  1864  buying  the  property  upon  which 
he  lived  and  died,  a  tract  of  fifty-six  acres  ad- 
joining the  County  Farm  and  situated  at  the 
junction  of  Sugar  creek  with  French  creek. 
The  agents  who  negotiated  this  purctiase  were 
Booth  &  Symonds  (the  former  being  Wilkes 
Booth),  who  had  offices  both  at  Franklin  and 
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in  Sugarcreek  township,  their  old  office  in  the 
township  still  standing.  Mr.  McQuaid  was 
foresighted  as  well  as  energetic,  aad  he  was 
quick  to  apprehend  the  possibilities  opened  up 
by  the  discovery  of  oil  in  this  region.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  investors  in  well  equipment, 
prospecting  on  his  own  property  with  great 
success,  for  which  he  never  sought  any  farther. 
The  old  Shippen  farm  near  by  had  the  first 
well  in  that  vicinity,  with  a  sixty-barrel  yield 
which  continued  for  several  years,  and  that 
well  is  still  being  operated.  Mr.  McQuaid 
soon  followed  with  exploitation  work  on  his 
land  and  located  a  number  of  paying  wells, 
sinking  twelve,  some  of  which  are  producing 
to  this  day.  He  built  up  his  fortune  largely 
in  the  industry  by  judicious  operations  and 
good  management,  which  he  displayed  in  all 
his  other  affairs  as  well.  Though  noc  am- 
bitious for  public  office  he  was  willing  to  give 
his  time  to  securing  ^ood  government,  and  lie 
served  his  township  m  the  capacity  of  school 
director.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat. He  was  brought  up  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  but  never  became  a 
church  member,  though  he  continued  to  sup- 
port church  work  all  his  life. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-two  years  Mr.  McQuaid 
married  Isabelle  Gelvin,  then  twenty-one  years 
old,  who  was  a  native  of  Armstrong  county 
but  reared  in  Sugarcreek  township,  Venango 
county,  where  her  father,  John  Gelvin,  settled 
at  an  early  day.  His  farm  in  the  township, 
on  the  Buttermilk  road,  is  still  owned  in  the 
family.  Mr.  Gelvin  died  in  the  early  seventies 
Mrs.  McQuaid  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Imelda,  who  has  never  married,  was  formerly 
engaged  in  teaching,  and  is  now  living  at  the 
old  home;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Michael 
Weaver,  of  Noble,  Ohio;  William  Houston 
was  the  only  son.   - 

William  Houston  McQuaid  was  born  Dec. 
1 6,  1868,  in  Sugarcreek  township,  and  has 
always  lived  on  the  same  property.  He  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools,  and  in  his  early 
life  learned  to  make  himself  useful  both  in 
agricultural  duties  and  about  the  oil  wells,  his 
taste  for  mechanics  leading  him  to  serve  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  machinist's  trade,  at  Oil 
City.  After  following  it  in  Franklin  for  five 
or  six  years  he  became  a  drilling  contractor, 
operating  three  strings  of  tools,  and  in  the 
course  of  such  operations  sank  fifty-seven 
wells  in  the  Sugar  Lake  field,  several  in  the 
Qintonville  field,  twenty-seven  on  the  County 
Farm,  and  several  on  his  own  land.  He  was 
interested  as  an  investor  in  the  Sugar  Lake  de- 


velopment, up  in  Crawford  county.  He  con- 
tinued drilling  for  sixteen  years,  and  then  for 
ten  years  was  engaged  as  gauger  on  the  Frank- 
lin Pipe  Line,  handling  the  Sugarcreek  dis- 
trict, all  first  sand  oil,  and  covering  the  Gallo- 
way Hill  territory.  Since  giving  up  this  woric 
he  has  been  in  the  restaurant  business  at 
Franklin,  in  the  Third  ward,  where  he  has  a 
popular  establishment  which  now  takes  most 
of  his  time.  Mr.  McQuaid  is  of  active  tem- 
perament mentally  as  well  as  physically,  and 
he  considers  it  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  take 
public  aflFairs  seriously,  believing  all  should 
feel  equal  responsibility  in  such  matters. 
Moreover,  he  has  endeavored  to  live  up  to  his 
principles  in  this  respect,  having  given  two 
years  of  service  as  township  clerk  and  six  years 
as  member  of  the  school  board,  with  a  record 
of  intelligent  and  public-spirited  attention  to 
his  obligations  which  speaks  well  for  his  sin- 
cerity. He  is  a  Democrat  on  questions  of  gen- 
eral policy.  He  is  a  regular  supporter  of  the 
Sugarcreek  M.  E.  Church  and  one  of  the 
workers  in  that  congregation,  while  his  wife 
is  one  of  its  zealous  members,  having  been 
music  director  and  Sunday  school  teacher, 
for  the  past  fifteen  years.  Fraternally  he  affil- 
iates with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

On  Sept.  30,  1891,  Mr.  McQuaid  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  L.  Finch,  a  native  of  England, 
bom  at  Sheerness-on-Sea,  on  the  Isle  of  Shep- 
pey,  County  of  Kent,  which  is  at  present  an 
important  naval  base.  She  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  when  but  three  years  old, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  grad- 
uating from  Franklin  high  school  in  1889.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McQuaid  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  they  are  rearing  an  adopted  daughter, 
Eva  Ruth,  now  seven  years  old,  who  has  lived 
with  them  since  she  was  four  years  old. 

H.  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Elvin)  Finch,  parents 
of  Mrs.  McQuaid,  were  natives  of  England, 
and  he  was  in  the  government  employ  until  he 
decided  to  settle  in  the  United  States.  He  was 
a  mechanic  and  held  the  position  of  inspector, 
and  he  was  in  the  government  service  when  the 
first  Atlantic  cable  was  laid,  securing  samples 
of  both  the  first  and  second  cables,  which  Mrs. 
McQuaid  now  has  among  her  prized  posses- 
sions. Having  come  out  to  Canada  in  1870, 
on  a  government  transport,  he  remained  there 
until  the  attractions  of  the  oil  territory  drew 
him  to  Pennsylvania,  and  he  became  foreman 
in  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Oil  Well 
Supply  Company  at  Oil  City,  being  so  engaged 
for  fifteen  years.  When  he  retired  he  settled 
on  the  farm  in  Sugarcreek  township  which  his 
family  occupied  for  many  years,  though  he 
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had  until  then  spent  little  time  on  the  property. 
He  had  a  valuable  oil  lease  there.  Mr.  Finch 
was  a  man  of  sterling^  Christian  character  and 
of  marked  musical  ability.  It  was  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  the  Sugarcreek  M.  E. 
Church  was  established  nearly  twenty  years 
ago,  and  he  was  always  one  of  its  liberal  sup- 
porters and  earnest  workers  to  the  end.  Dur- 
ing his  young  manhood  and  his  residence  in 
London,  England,  he  trained  large  classes  of 
singers,  who,  with  himself  as  director,  took 
part  in  the  rendering  of  many  of  the  great 
oratorios  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  London.  Mr. 
Finch  was  a  grand-nephew  of  the  late  John 
Finch,  the  noted  temperance  lecturer  and 
orator  of  England  and  America,  and  himself 
an  ardent  believer  in  and  supporter  of  his 
uncle's  doctrine.  He  died  April  7,  191 1,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  surviving  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  Jan.  3,  1910,  aged  seventy- 
three.  They  reared  a  family  of  six  children, 
namely:  Harry  C.  is  engaged  as  a  machinist 
in  Oil  City  and  lives  at  Franklin ;  William  J. 
holds  a  position  with  the  Atlantic  Refining 
Company  at  Oil  City;  Anna  L.  is  the  wife  of 
William  Houston  McQuaid;  Emma  Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Horrobin,  of  Oil  City; 
Caroline  married  E.  J.  Young,  and  died  when 
past  forty  years  old:  Florence  is  the  wife  of 
S.  E.  Cornelius,  of  Sugarcreek. 

THOMAS  COULTER  (deceased)  was  in 
his  day  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  in  Irwin 
township,  owning  and  cultivating  the  fine  tract 
at  Mechanicsville  (Wesley)  now  operated  by 
his  son  Clarence  G.  Coulter.  Many  of  the  most 
substantial  improvements  which  make  that 
property  valuable  were  the  product  of  his 
ambition  and  industry,  for  he  was  a  man  of  ac- 
tive mind  and  energetic  physique,  always  look- 
ing ahead  and  ever  ready  to  apply  himself  to 
carry  out  his  ideas.  He  was  prominent  in  all 
local  affairs,  a  man  whose  counsel  and  coopera- 
tion were  sought  and  valued  by  all  his  asso- 
ciates, and  he  could  be  trusted  to  use  his  influ- 
ence in  behalf  of  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number,  even  where  his  own  interests 
were  involved. 

Mr.  Coulter  was  born  Feb.  12,  1829,  across 
the  line  in  Wolfcreek  township,  Mercer  county, 
about  three  miles  from  the  Coulter  farm  in 
Irwin  township,  where  he  died  Sept.  15,  1906. 
His  parents,  John  and  Sarah  (Brannon) 
Coulter,  came  to  this  section  from  Potter  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  and  died  in  Mercer  county,  John 
Coulter  when  sixty-one  or  sixty-two  years  of 
age,  his  wife  when  seventy-five.  Two  of  their 
family  still  survive  (1917),  namely:     Nancy, 


wife  of  Samuel  Eakin,  living  near  the  old 
home;  and  Fanny,  Mrs.  Abraham  Weber,  near 
Pittsburgh.  . 

Thomas  Coulter  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Mercer  county,  and  remained  there  imtil  two 
years  after  his  marriage,  when  he  settled  on 
the  farm  in  Irwin  township,  Venango  county, 
which  was  ever  afterward  his  home.  It  was 
formerly  known  as  the  old  McMurdy  farm, 
but  was  made  up  from  different  tracts,  his 
holdings  comprising  120  acres.  All  of  the 
buildings  now  standing  thereon  were  erected 
by  him.  His  first  bam  was  burned  nineteen 
years  ago  and  was  rebuilt  on  the  old  founda- 
tions. The  house  is  about  fifty  years  old.  Mr. 
Coulter  did  all  his  work  as  thoroughly  as  he 
built,  haying  high  standards  about  all  the  de- 
tails of  his  farming  operations,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  general  farmers  of  his 
locality,  where  his  name  stood  for  all  that  was 
best  in  every  association.  He  remained  on  his 
farm  until  his  death,  and  was  actively  occupied 
with  its  cultivation  until  two  years  previously, 
when  his  son  Clarence  G.  Coulter  bought  the 
place  and  took  charge  of  it.  He  served  his 
township  capably  as  tax  collector,  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Republican  party  in  his 
neighborhood,  and  in  religious  association  was 
connected  with  the  Amity  Presbyterian 
Church,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  buried. 

On  March  29,  1859,  Mr.  Coulter  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  A.  Glenn,  who  was  bom  Dec. 
21,  1835.  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Kil- 
gore)  Glenn,  who  are  buried  in  the  Mount 
Irwin  cemetery  at  Amity  Church.  Mr.  Glenn 
was  a  miller. and  was  employed  at  various  lo- 
cations in  this  section,  Blacktown,  Grove  City, 
Sandy  Lake,  etc.  He  died  at  Sandy  Lake,  his 
wife  at  Grove  City.  Mrs.  Coulter  died  on  the 
farm  Feb.  4,  1893.  She  was  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Morry  Kilgore  is  a 
farmer  near  Grove  City :  Sarah  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  while  a  student  at  Grove  City  Col- 
lege (she  had  been  a  teacher) ;  Margaret  died 
unmarried,  when  twenty-six  years  old:  Julia, 
formerly  a  teacher,  is  now  the  wife  of  C.  A. 
Eakin,  of  Grove  City ;  Lulie  was  also  a  teacher 
before  her  marriage  to  C.  B.  Yard,  of  Irwin 
township;  Ina  is  the  wife  of  William  Hodil,  a 
farmer  near  Grove  City;  Osta  is  married  to 
Homer  Pettit,  of  Qeveland,  Ohio;  Qarence 
Glenn  is  mentioned  below;  Clinton  Plummer, 
born  Nov.  27,  1877,  died  March  12,  1912,  in 
his  thirty-fifth  year.  The  last  named  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Venango  county  for  some 
years,  but  before  his  death  had  been  a  merchant 
at  Eau  Claire,  Butler  county. 
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Clarence  Glenn  Coulter  was  bom  Sept. 
21,  1875,  in  the  house  where  he  now  Hves,  and 
reared  on  the  farm.  He  had  the  best  educa- 
tional advantages  afforded  in  the  home  schools, 
and  then  before  he  settled  down  on  the  home 
place  saw  considerable  of  the  country  and  had 
a  varied  experience  while  making  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  During  seven  years  of  this 
period  he  was  engaged  in  the  oil  country,  two 
years  at  Bullion,  Pa.,  and  five  years  in  Ohio, 
employed  at  tool  dressing  for  three  years,  as 
field  boss  for  two  years,  and  as  pumper  for 
two  years.  For  one  year  he  served  as  an  at- 
tendant in  the  State  Hospital  at  Trenton,  N.  J., 
for.  another  year  worked  as  a  street  car  con- 
ductor in  Philadelphia,  and  eventually  returned 
to  the  farm,  which  he  bought  and  settled  upon 
two  years  before  his  father's  death.  He  has 
applied  himself  to  general  agriculture,  which 
he  has  followed  on  the  same  high  plane  adopted 
by  his  father,  being  considered  one  of  the  most 
advanced  farmers  in  his  section.  His  property 
shows  the  orderly  arrangement  of  scientific 
economy  in  every  detail,  waste  being  eliminated 
wherever  possible,  either  of  materials  or  labor, 
and  due  regard  for  pleasing  appearance  as  well 
as  thrift  has  made  the  home  one  of  the  finest 
in  southern  Venango  county,  creditable  alike  to 
the  owner  and  to  the  locality. 

On  May  i,  1907,  Mr.  Coulter  married  Mary 
Adams,  who  was  bom  on  the  farm  near  Wes- 
ley where  her  father  still  resides,  June  20, 
1880.  Four  children  have  been  bom  to  this 
marriage,  Clinton  Raymond,  Gerald  LaMoine, 
Ruth  Elizabeth  and  Charles  Stanley.  The 
family  hold  membership  in  the  Amity  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  Mr.  Coulter  serves  as  elder 
in  that  congregation  and  is  also  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Mount  Irwin,  cemetery,  adja- 
cent. He  is  a  Mason  fraternally,  affiliating 
with  the  lodge  at  Grove  City. 

Samuel  M.  Adams,  father  of  Mrs.  Coulter, 
was  born  May  26,  1844,  at  the  place  where  he 
still  resides,  and  near  the  site  of  his  present 
home,  this  being  the  old  Adams  homestead  a 
mile  south  of  Mechanicsville  (Wesley),  in  Ir- 
win township.  His  father,  Samuel  Adams, 
was  bom  about  1794  in  Muddycreek  township, 
Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  and  served  on  Lake  Erie  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812.  His  brother  Thomas  was 
killed  while  serving  in  the  Mexican  war. 
Samuel  Adams  settled  on  the  homestead  in 
Irwin  township,  Venango  county,  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage  to  Nancy  McCool,  which  took 
place  at  her  home  in  Scrubgrass  township, 
this  county,  about  1824.  The  land  was  so  wild 
that  he  had  even  to  clear  a  spot  large  enough 
for  his  house.  Originally  he  owned  150  acres, 
his  tract  reaching  as  far  as  Mechanicsville,  but 


he  disposed  of  his  holding  until  only  one  hun- 
dred acres  were  left,  which  he  willed  to  his 
sons  Samuel  M.  and  William.  Samuel  Adams 
died  in  August,  1874,  his  wife  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mary  Ann  died  in 
girlhood;  none  of  the  other  daughters  married, 
and  there  were  but  two  sons,  Samuel  M.  and 
William,  the  latter  dying  on  the  home  place 
when  ninety-three  years  old. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  Samuel  M. 
Adams  married  Emily  Corbett,  of  Franklin, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Isaiah  Corbett. 
His  father  died  not  long  afterward,  and  Mr. 
Adams  then  took  charge  of  his  fifty  acres  of 
the  home  farm,  to  which  he  was  given  the  title 
after  the  death  of  his  mother.  He  has  been 
improving  it  ever  since,  building  a  comfortable 
house  in  1882  and  a  commodious  barn  in  1894, 
having  the  property  well  equipped  and  conven- 
iently arranged.  Four  children  were'  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams ;  John,  now  a  farmer  in 
Oregon;  Ollie,  wife  of  Baker  Hovis,  of  Oii 
City,  this  county;  Carl,  a  farmer  in  Oregon; 
and  Mary,  wife  of  Clarence  Glenn  Coulter,  of 
Irwin  township. 

ALBERT  G.  HARPER,  for  many  years 
before  his  death  a  resident  of  Venango  county 
and  prominent  in  oil  interests  in  this  section 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  a  native  of  Genesee 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  passed  his  early  life  in 
that  vicinity.  He  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  where  his  father  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  and  as  a  manufacturer  of 
pumps.  The  boy  also,  after  following  milling 
for  a  time,  joined  his  father  in  the  pump  busi- 
ness, no  doubt  learning  much  that  was  valua- 
ble to  him  in  his  later  experience  in  the  oil 
business.  It  was  in  1862  that  he  came  to 
Venango  county,  Pa.,  and  located  at  Kane- 
ville,  in  Complanter  township,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  early  employes  about  the  oil  wells, 
getting  his  first  knowledge  of  such  work  in 
this  section.  Before  long  he  purchased  a  lease 
at  Kaneville.  and  he  continued  to  be  a  success- 
ful oil  producer  throughout  his  life,  though  he 
was  especially  well  known  in  the  industry  as 
a  manufacturer  of  torpedoes  for  shooting 
wells,  carrying  on  that  business  at  Rouseville, 
Franklin,  Clintonville,  Edenburg,  and  Emlen- 
ton,  from  1867  until  his  death.  He  had  his 
office  at  Oil  City.  Mr.  Harper  and  R.  Green 
(chemist)  were  the  inventors  of  the  smokeless 
powder  now  in  use.  The  factory  was  about 
completed  when  Mr.  Harper  was  taken  sick, 
suflFering  for  three  years,  during  which  time 
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his  partners  in  Bradford  sold  the  powder 
rights  to  the  government  for  about  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Harper  built  up  an 
extensive  patronage  in  his  line,  in  which  he 
had  a  wide  reputation  because  of  his  success, 
and  his  widow  continued  the  business  tmtil 
June,  1913,  when  she  sold  out  to  the  organi- 
zation now  known  as  the  Bowers  Torpedo 
Company.  Mr.  Harper  died  in  1898  at  his 
home  in  Kaneviile,  and  is  buried  in  St.  Jo- 
seph's cemetery  at  Oil  City.  For  some  time 
he  was  interested  in  the  mining  business  in 
Colorado.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  being  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  in 
which  he  had  served  as  a  member  of  Company 
I,  8th  Ohio  Regiment,  and  was  as  devoted  to 
measures  guarding  the  general  welfare  in  the 
course  of  civil  affairs  as  he  had  been  in  re- 
sponding when  military  necessity  arose.  In 
his  business  relations  and  private  life  alike  he 
commanded  the  unqualified  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him.    Politically  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Harper  married  Ann  Rose  Murtagh, 
of  Elyria,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  who  still  occu- 
pies their  homestead  at  Kaneviile,  owning  a 
valuable  tract  of  land  there  as  well  as  a  farm 
in  Oakland  township,  this  county.  She  had 
the  distinction  of  being  the  only  woman  di- 
rectly interested  in  the  torpedo  business,  of 
which  she  made  an  unqualified  success.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harper:  Nora,  now  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Ward;  George  A.,  an  oil  producer, 
of  Kaneviile;  Anna  E.,  widow  of  Michael 
Harper ;  Clara,  wife  of  Charles  Wilburt ;  Wil- 
liam; Henry  P.;  and  Cecilia  P.,  married  to 
Chester  Ackerman. 

SHERMAN  R.  SMITH,  of  Franklin,  has 
attained  to  a  distinctive  position  in  the  western 
Pennsylvania  oil  fields  as  one  of  the  largest  in- 
dependent operators  there,  which  means  that 
he  has  been  a  figure  of  no  small  influence  in 
the  industrial  advancement  of  that  section. 
As  president  of  two  oil  companies  conduct- 
ing extensive  operations  in  the  Qintonville 
district,  and  with  interests  in  several  others,  he 
has  a  commanding  place  among  local  producers 
which  he  is  well  qualified  to  hold,  both  by  na- 
ture and  experience.  Mr.  Smith  has  a  strong 
character,  as  capable  of  assuming  the  respon- 
sibilities of  his  various  enterprises  as  he  is  of 
anticipating  and  enjoying  their  rewards.  His 
undertakings  have  had  a  stimulative  effect 
throughout  the  district,  not  only  in  their  rela- 
tion to  the  encouragement  of  production,  but 
also  to  be  reckoned  with  as  a  factor  in  stand- 


ardizing methods  of  development  and  opera- 
tion which  cannot  fail  to  be  beneficial. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Venango  county, 
bom  July  27,  1865,  at  Wesley,  in  Irwin  town- 
ship. The  family  has  been  established  in  this 
region  for  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  cen- 
tury, Valentine  Smith,  the  grandfather  of 
Sherman  R.  Smith,  having  settled  with  his 
family  in  the  lower  end  of  Venango  county 
about  1840.  He  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  had  lived  in  York  county,  this  State,  a 
number  of  years  prior  to  his  removal  here.  He 
died  in  Venango  county  in  the  latter  sixties, 
when  past  eighty  years  of  age,  at  the  home  of 
his  5on  Samuel,  with  whom  he  had  spent  his 
declining  years.  His  home  place  was  the  farm 
where  his  grandson  Millard  F.  Smith  now 
resides,  on  which  he  settled  between  1845  and 
1850  and  which  he  developed  from  its  prim- 
itive state  in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  Some  of 
the  old  trees  are  still  standing.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  grave. 

Samuel  Smith,  son  of  Valentine,  was  bom 
in  1820  in  York  county,  Pa.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  accompanying  his  father  to  Ve- 
nango county  in  1840.  Farming  was  his  prin- 
cipal occupation  throughout  life,  and  he  was 
very  successful,  being  able  to  give  a  farm  to 
each  of  his  sons.  His  early  married  life  was 
passed  on  a  place  adjoining  his  father's  home 
property,  and  the  house  which  he  occupied  still 
remains  there,  but  the  bam  was  burned  some 
time  ago.  This  farm  is  now  owned  by  Wil- 
liam Allen.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Smith  carried 
on  butchering  in  connection  with  farming, 
selling  meat  to  the  railroad  builders,  marketwl 
principally  at  Scmbgrass.  He  slaughtered  an 
average  of  a  head  of  stock  a  day.  In  time  he 
acquired  the  ownership  of  the  old  home  place, 
which  his  father  had  given  to  his  brother  Wil- 
liam, who  built  the  bam  which  still  stands 
thereon.  William  Smith,  however,  sold  the 
property  to  a  Mt.  Hovis  and  moved  to  Bully 
Hill,  where  he  died.  After  fifteen  or  twentv 
years  Samuel  Smith  purchased  the  farm,  and 
at  his  death  it  passed  into  the  possession  of 
his  son  Millard  F.  Smith,  who  now  owns  and 
occupies  it.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active 
men  of  his  time  in  that  section,  filling  nearly 
all  the  township  offices,  and  serving  two  or 
three  terms  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was 
also  a  prominent  member  of  the  Church  of 
God,  with  which  his  father  was  identified  from 
the  beginning,  having  been  one  of  its 
founders. 

In  1853  Samuel  Smith  married  Eliza  Mc- 
MuUen,   who  survived  him  many  years,  his 
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death  occurring  Aug.  19,  1880,  when  he  was 
fifty-nine  years  old.  She  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  They  are  buried  in 
Mount  Irwin  cemetery.  Six  sons  and  three 
daughters  were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely : 
John  W.  is  farming  in  Sandy  Lake  township, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa. ;  Marion  Valentine,  deceased, 
is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Millard 
P.,  bom  May  15,  1856,  in  Irwin  township,  on 
the  farm  adjoining  his  present  home,  a  pros- 
perous agriculturist  and  stock  raiser,  and 
prominent  township  official,  married  Nettie 
Matthews  and  has  had  three  children,  Ella  M. 
(living  at  home),  Frank,  and  Park,  the  last 
named  dying  in  infancy;  David  died  in  boy- 
hood; Sarah  is  the  wife  of  E.  L.  Riddle,  of 
Franklin ;  Clayton  is  a  farmer  in  Irwin  town- 
ship; Sherman  R.  is  mentioned  below;  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  D.  W.  Walters,  of  Wesley,  this 
county;  Alice,  twin  of  Mary,  is  the  wife  of 
R.  M.  McDowell,  of  Lisbon,  in  Scrubgrass 
'township,  this  county. 

Sherman  R.  Smith  passed  his  early  life  in 
rural  surroundings,  growing  up  on  the  farm 
in  Irwin  township,  and  he  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  As  soon  as  circum- 
stances permitted  he  became  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil,  following  that  business  at 
Bredinsburg,  this  county,  for  about  fourteen 
years.  He  still  owns  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Cranberry  township,  in  that  vicinity, 
where  he  has  sixty  producing  wells.  Farther 
south  in  the  county,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Clintonville,  Qinton  township,  there  are  ex- 
tensive operations  conducted  by  the  Smith  Oil 
Company,  of  which  he"  is  president,  his  asso- 
ciates in  that  connection  being  J.  M.  Wallace, 
and  Mrs.  M.  V.  Smith  and  D.  W.  Walters, 
both  of  Wesley,  this  county.  Ninety-three 
wells  are  now  pumping  there,  all  of  which 
were  drilled  under  Mr.  Smith's  supervision, 
the  exploitation  of  this  field  reflecting  very 
creditably  upon  his  judgment.  He  is  also  one 
of  the  owners  and  president  of  the  Second 
Sand  Oil  Company,  which  is  operating  fiftv- 
seven  wells  in  the  Qintonville  district,  and 
manager  of  the  Irwin  Oil  Company,  which  has 
sixty  wells  there.  The  latter  is  owned  by 
Sherman  R.  Smith,  T.  M.  Wallace,  Harry  M. 
Wilson  and  Frank  M.  Bowser.  In  company 
with  Harry  M.  Wilson  Mr.  Smith  has  started 
production  on  the  Susan  Locke  farm  in  Clin- 
ton township,  where  they  already  have  two 
wells  going.  For  eight  years  Mr.  Smith  had 
interests  in  the  Oklahoma  oil  fields,  as  an  oper- 
ator, but  he  disposed  of  his  holdings  there  in 
1917,  finding  plenty  of  opportunity  close  at 
home.     His  leases  in  the  Clintonville  district 
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cover  some  twelve  hundred  acres.  Few  men 
in  this  part  of  the  country  have  had  larger 
success,  and  his  operations  have  not  only 
brought  him  large  rewards,  but  have  energized 
the  oil  industry  wherever  they  have  been  con- 
ducted, his  accuracy  in  estimating  the  value 
of  oil  lands  setting  a  definite  value  on  any 
territory  which  he  considers  worthy  of  ex- 
ploitation. Mr.  Smith  is  strictly  a  business 
man,  concentrating  his  attention  upon  his 
chosen  field,  and  giving  little  time  to  outside 
affairs. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Zonie  Elemine  Sterrett, 
daughter  of  R.  M.  Sterrett,  of  Irwin  town- 
ship, and  to  their  union  were  bom  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Carl  R.,  of  Clintonville,  is  in- 
terested with  his  father  in  the  oil  business ; 
Sadie  died  when  eight  years  old  *  Charles  W., 
a  resident  of  Cranberry  township,  is  engaged 
in  the  oil  business  and  farming;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  J.  C.  Barnes,  is  a  resident  of  Oil  City; 
Marie  is  a  student  at  Grove  City  College.  The 
mother  died  May  27,  1904.  In  1906  Mr.  Smith 
married  (second)  Ada  V.  Bower,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Lesh)  Bower,  of  Coop- 
erstown,  Venango  county;  her  father  was 
engaged  in  tailoring.  The  family  are  Pres- 
byterians in  religious  connection.  Mr.  Smith 
holds  membership  in  the  Franklin  Club. 

LOUIS  OSCAR  BOUQUIN,  contractor 
and  builder,  of  Oil  City,  though  in  business 
there  less  than  a  decade,  has  established  him- 
self thoroughly  as  a  representative  of  the  best 
modern  thought  in  his  line,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  notable  and  well  merited  success. 
The  record  of  his  work  is  positive  evidence  of 
his  high  standing  in  the  calling  of  his  choice. 

Bom  Tune  2*],  1872,  at  Laona,  Chautauqua 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Bouquin  is  of  French  extrac- 
tion. His  father,  Julius  Bouquin,  was  a  native 
of  the  Champagne  district,  France,  bom  in 
1823,  and  died  at  Laona,  N.  Y.,  in  December, 
1 89 1.  He  was  nineteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  this  country  with  a  brother  and  set- 
tled in  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte 
Center,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  after  a  seven 
weeks'  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel.  In  France 
he  had  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and 
found  work  at  that  occupation  after  his  ar- 
rival in  the  United  States,  having  a  shop  of 
his  own  at  his  home  near  Charlotte  Center, 
where  he  remained  for  thirty  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  he  removed  to  Laona,  same 
county,  where  he  purchased  a  fmit  farm,  his 
health  being,  as  he  thought,  in  precarious  con- 
dition, but  he  recovered  and  lived  to  a  good 
age,  spending  the  rest  of  his  days  at  Laona. 
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He  became  a  Republican  after  the  formation 
of  that  party,  and  was  associated  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  JuHa  Cardot,  was  bom  in  June, 
1839,  at  Charlotte,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  May, 
191 2,  and  is  buried  with  him  at  Laon^.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Julia  married  Byron  Pierce,  of  Silver  Creek, 
N.  Y. ;  Frank,  of  Laona,  N.  Y.,  married  Emma 
Ellis;  Minnie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Jo- 
seph Green;  Alfred,  of  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  mar- 
ried Mary  Hughes;  Augusta  is  married  to 
Herbert  Lewis,  of  Fredonia;  George,  also  a 
resident  of  Fredonia,  married  Lena  Bowman ; 
Charles,  of  Laona,  married  Anna  Hughes; 
Louis  Oscar  completes  the  family. 

Louis  Oscar  Bouquin  lived  on  the  farm  un- 
til nineteen  years  old,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  home  locality. 
After  working  with  his  brother  for  two  years 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  he  followed  it  in  the 
employ  of  others  for  three  years,  and  had  a 
valuable  experience  as  superintendent  of  the 
planing  mill  of  L  L.  Shank  at  Titusville,  Pa., 
for  four  years.    His  next  work  was  at  Pitts- 
burgh, where  he  had  charge  of  the  plumbing 
shop  of  the  Frederick  Webster  Company  for 
a  year.     During  the  three  years  following  he 
was  in  partnership  with  E.  J.  Bailey  at  Broc- 
ton,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y..  in  the  contracting 
business,  and  he  came  to  Oil  City  in  August, 
1909,  since  when  he  has  been  operating  on 
his  own  account.     Though  his  practical  ex- 
perience and  responsibilities  had  been  varied, 
Mr.  Bouquin  was  not  satisfied  with  the  train- 
ing which  his  work  afforded,  and  he  took  the 
complete  architectural  course  in  the  Scranton 
Correspondence    Schools,   graduating   in    due 
time.    He  has  profited  greatly  by  the  time  spent 
in  study,  fitting  himself  constantly  for  more 
ambitious  undertakings,  and  the  class  of  work 
which  he  now  handles  is  in  itself  sufficient  to 
justify  the  good  opinions  he  has  won.    Besides 
putting  up  many  dwellings  in  Oil  City  and  vi- 
cinity he  has  had  the  contracts  for  the  State 
Armory  at  State  and  Second  streets ;  the  Wa- 
nango  Country  Qub  house ;  Leedom  Brothers 
Wholesale  Grocery  on  Elm  street ;  as  well  as 
a  number  of  buildings  for  factory  purposes, 
of  which  kind  of  construction  he  has  made  a 
special  study  for  some  years.     In  this  class 
of  his  work  are  four  buildings  for  the  Con- 
tinental   Refining   Company;    Swift    &    Com- 
pany's building  on   Elm   street,   Oil   City;   a 
building    for    Swift   &   Company    in    Toledo, 
Ohio;  the  offices  of  the  United  Natural  Gas 
Company  at  Meadville,  Pa. ;  four  buildings  for 
the  Cyclops  Steel  Company  at  Titusville,  Pa. ; 


and  he  has  a  new  roundhouse  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Company  under  construction 
now. 

From  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Oil  City 
Mr.  Bouquin  has  been  identified  with  local  in- 
terests, in  which  he  has  shown  public-spirited 
concern.  He  represented  West  End  borough 
(now  part  of  the  Fourth  ward)  in  the  council, 
and  was  a  member  of  that  body  when  the  bor- 
ough became  incorporated  in  Oil  City.  On 
political  questions  he  is  a  Republican.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  associated  with  Oil  City  Lodge, 
No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  and  he  is  a  Mason, 
holding  membership  in  Lake  Shore  Lodge,  No. 
851,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Brocton,  N.  Y.;  Dunkirk 
Chapter,  No.  191,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Dunkirk  Com- 
mandery.  No.  40,  K.  T.,  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  thirty- 
second  degree,  of  Coudersport,  Pa.;  and  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Erie,  Pa. 

Mr.  Bouquin  was  married  to  Carrie  M. 
Schwartz,  who  was  born  Sept.  18,  1873,  ^^ 
Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, born  as  follows:  Allan,  Jan.  16,  1903; 
Mildred.  Aug.  13,  1905;  Louis,  March  16, 
1908;  Herbert,  May  7,  1912;  Qayton,  July  3, 
191 5.  The  family  are  members  of  St.  Ste- 
phen's Catholic  Church. 

George  Schwartz,  father  of  Mrs.  Bouquin, 
was  a  native  of  Frisbom,  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  bom  May  7,  1837,  and  was  twenty- 
one  years  old  when  he  came  to  America,  the 
voyage  from  Havre  to  New  York  by  sailing 
vessel  taking  six  weeks.  By  trade  he  was  a 
wagonmaker,  but  for  a  few  years  after  his 
arrival  in  this  country  he  was  employed  on  the 
docks  at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  and  then  entered  the 
Brooks  Locomotive  Works  at  that  place  (now 
the  shops  of  the  American  Locomotive  Com- 
pany), where  he  was  foreman  on  the  floor  un- 
til his  death,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years. 
He  is  buried  in  St.  Mary's  cemetery  at  Dun- 
kirk, having  been  a  member  of  St.  George's 
Roman  Catholic  Church  (now  the  Sacred 
Heart  Church)  there.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat.  Mr.  Schwartz  is  survived  by  his. 
wife,  Mary  (Friton),  who  was  bom  July  31 » 
1841,  at  Ellwangen,  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1852,  sailing  from 
Havre  Sept.  4th  with  her  parents  and  sister 
and  arriving  at  New  York  Sept.  25th,  though 
the  voyage  was  made  by  sailing  vessel.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  children :  Peter  G.,  of 
Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Amelia  Bohn; 
Henry  G.,  who  died  when  thirty-six  years  old; 
George  J.,  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  who  married 
Celia  Ranch ;  and  Carrie  M.,  Mrs.  Bouquin. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Friton)  Schwartz  is  a  daughter 
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of  Max  Friton,  a  native  of  Neihausen,  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  and  in  1861  located  in  Minnesota,  where 
he  took  part  in  the  Indian  troubles  then  stir- 
ring in  that  section.  He  died  in  1862  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  and  is  buried  at  New  Ulm, 
Minn.,  while  his  wife,  who  survived  him,  is 
interred  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Grace  Webber,  and  they  were  married  in 
Germany,  her  father,  Xavier  Webber,  having 
been  mayor  of  Omenheim  and  a  prominent 
resident  of  his  section.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Friton :  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried George  Schwartz,  and  Caroline,  who 
married  Gebhardt  Schnitzer.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schnitzer  are  deceased.  The  family  are 
Roman  Catholics  in  religious  faith. 

JOHN  FRIGGLE,  a  venerable  citizen  of 
Cranberry  township,  now  living  in  retirement, 
holds  an  honored  place  in  the  ranks  of  those 
substantial  men  whose  energies  have  furthered 
the  advancement  of  Venango  county  in  the 
last  half  century.  Coming  to  the  United 
States  in  the  sixties,  he  settled  here  shortly 
afterward,  and  soon  found  the  opportunity 
which  his  ambition  and  enterprise  sought.  His 
prosperous  career  in  the  oil  fields  and  as  an 
agriculturist  leaves  no  doubt  that  he  made  the 
most  of  his  chances,  and  in  the  varied  asso- 
ciations of  his  industrious  course  has  become 
thoroughly  established  in  the  esteem  of  a  nu- 
merous circle  of  acquaintances.  The  improve- 
ments which  he  made  upon  his  property  were 
largely  in  the  line  of  its  development  for  farm- 
ing purposes.  Some  twenty  years  ago  his  sons 
undertook  the  exploitation  of  its  resources  as 
oil  territory,  with  results  which  place  them 
among  the  notably  successful  operators  in  this 
rich  field.  The  firm  of  Friggle  Brothers  has 
also  earned  a  wide  reputation  as  drilling  con- 
tractors, having  sunk  over  two  hundred  oil 
wells  in  Cranberry  township  alone. 

John  Friggle  was  bom  Feb.  3,  1835,  in  Dev- 
onshire, England.  His  grandfather,  William 
Friggle,  lived  and  died  in  that  country,  living 
to  he  over  one  hundred  years  old.  His  father, 
also  named  William,  farmed  in  England 
throughout  his  active  years,  and  lived  to  be 
almost  ninety.  He  is  buried  in  England  with 
his  wife,  Catherine  (Kennard),  who  died  at 
the  age  of  about  seventy-five  years.  Of  the 
six  children  bom  to  this  couple,  Susan  and 
Elizabeth  died  in  England ;  John  is  mentioned 
below ;  James,  born  Feb.  19,  1843,  was  a  farm- 
er and  oil  producer  in  Venango  county,  Pa., 
and  died  at  Oil  City,  leaving  a  family ;  Richard, 


bom  Dec.  30,  1845,  lives  at  Oil  City  (he  has 
a  family)  ;  Robert,  born  in  January,  1851,  is 
residing  in  California. 

John  Friggle,  son  of  William  and  Cather- 
ine (Kennard)  Friggle,  remained  in  his  na- 
tive land  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when 
he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Crimean  war. 
He  was  in  the  army  for  six  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six days,  being  a  member  of  Company  Ten, 
in  the  Engineer  Corps.  In  1865  he  came  to 
America,  landing  at  New  York  City,  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Quebec,  but  after  a  month's 
stay  there  located  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  spent  a  year.  Then  he  came  to  Venango 
county.  Pa.,  and  soon  acquired  valuable  in- 
terests at  Oil  City,  having  a  line  of  boats  for 
the  transportation  of  oil  down  Oil  creek,  as 
well  as  several  teams  of  horses  engaged  in  the 
same  work.  This  business  was  so  remunera- 
tive that  he  continued  it  for  many  years,  mean- 
time, in  1872,  establishing  his  home  upon  the 
farm  in  Cranberry  township  which  he  still 
occupies,  formerly  known  as  the  White  prop- 
erty, later  as  the  Brannon  place.  Here  he  has 
one  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  was 
profitably  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until  his 
retirement  several  years  ago.  Though  thor- 
oughly public-spirited  and  loyal  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  locality,  Mr.  Friggle  has  pre- 
ferred to  exercise  his  influence  in  matters  of 
government  indirectly,  having  no  desire  for 
the  honors  of  office.  However,  he  served  a 
term  as  road  master,  performing  his  duties 
with  the  same  care  as  he  would  bestow  upon 
his  private  aflFairs.  He  has  always  been  con- 
sidered one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Friggle  married  Mrs,  Annie  Lemin 
(Bevan)  Milton,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Amelia  Gluis  (Bunny)  Bevan  and  widow  of 
Ossian  Milton,  who  died  three  months  after 
their  marriage.  He  is  buried  at  Franklin.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Friggle  have  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Bessie  Bell,  bom  Sept.  21, 
1874,  married  William  Vemon,  and  has  three 
children,  Frederick,  Lenora  and  Dorris;  they 
reside  in  Qeveland,  Ohio.  William  John,  bom 
Feb.  3,  1876,  is  mentioned  below.  Edwin 
James,  bom  Jan.  i,  1878,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. George,  born  Oct.  18,  1879,  married 
Lulu  Elliott,  and  they  have  three  children, 
John,  Goldie  and  Qara.  Harry  Bemett,  bom 
Aug.  15,  1882,  is  mentioned  below.  Florence 
Mary,  bom  March  15,  1885,  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Melat  and  mother  of  one  son,  Charles. 
Mabel  Gertrude,  bom  March  31,  1888,  is  mar- 
ried to  Charles  Quinn,  of  Franklin,  and  their 
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children  are  Edward,  Harold  and  Robert 
Glenn.  Edna  Pearl,  born  March  31,  1891, 
died  April  7,  1891. 

Charles  Bevan,  father  o£  Mrs.  John  Frig- 
gle,  was  a  native  of  England  and  son  of  Ed- 
ward Bevan,  who  had  his  own  vessel  and  fol- 
lowed a  seafaring  life  for  many  years.  He 
died  at  Valparaiso,  Chili.  Charles  Bevan  mar- 
ried Amelia  Gluis  Bunny,  and  in  1875  they 
came  to  America  to  live  with  their  daughter 
]\Irs.  Friggle,  at  whose  home  in  'Cranberry 
township  they  died.  Mr.  Bevan  followed  min- 
ing in  England,  but  lived  retired  after  coming 
to  this  country.  He  enjoyed  writing  and  com- 
position, and  at  the  end  of  this  article  we 
quote  some  verses  from  his  pen.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

William  John  Friggle  was  bom  Feb.  3, 
1876,  on  the  home  farm  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship, Venango  county,  and  there  passed  his 
early  years,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
neighboring  public  schools.  When  eighteen 
years  old  he  went  to  work  on  a  farm  near 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  upon  his  return  home  he 
embarked  in  the  business  of  oil  production. 
This  was  in  1897,  and  he  has  given  his  at- 
tention to  that  line  ever  since,  he  and  his 
brothers  having  opened  forty-eight  wells  upon 
the  home  place  whidi  produce  regularly.  The 
four  brothers,  William  J.,  George,  Edward  J. 
and  Harry  B.,  have  been  associated  through- 
out this  period  in  the  production  of  oil,  and 
have  also  built  up  an  extensive  business  as 
drilling  contractors.  When  they  started  to 
develop  the  oil  on  their  property  they  had 
their  drilling  done,  but  they  soon  came  to  the 
conclusion  tfiat  it  would  be  more  profitable  in 
the  end  to  own  an  outfit  and  have  it  at  their 
command,  so  they  invested  in  modem  machin- 
ery and  tools,  their  equipment  being  complete 
and  up-to-date.  Besides  the  convenience  this 
aflfords  in  their  own  operations  as  producers, 
it  has  enabled  them  to  work  up  a  large  patron- 
age as  drilling  contractors,  and  they  have  been 
busy  in  that  branch  ever  since  taking  it  up, 
as  the  large  number  of  wells  sunk  by  them 
indicates.  Their  painstaking  methods  have 
gained  them  the  confidence  of  progressive  op- 
erators throughout  this  field,  and  have  no 
doubt  had  a  salutary  influence  upon  its  devel- 
opment along  the  most  intelligent,  scientific 
lines. 

William  J.  Friggle  is  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board  in  Cranberry  township  and 
has  made  a  creditable  record  for  his  conscien- 
tious attention  to  the  responsibilities  of  the 
position.     He  is  well  known  in  the  Odd  Fel- 


lows fratemity.  He  married  Martha  Maud 
Sopher,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Salina  (Wes- 
ton) Sopher,  and  they  have  had  four  children: 
Wilfred  (who  died  in  1899,  when  nine  days 
old),  Genevieve,  Lucile  and  Ruth. 

Edwin  James  Friggle  was  bora  Jan.  i, 
1878,  on  the  farm  of  his  father  in  Cranberry 
township,  where  he  was  reared.  Like  his 
brothers,  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  home  locality,  and  he  has  been  in  part- 
nership with  them  in  the  production  of  oil 
and  well  drilling,  doing  his  share  in  the  pro- 
motion of  the  business.  Besides  his  interests 
at  the  home  place  he  owns  a  farm  of  165  acres 
at  Cooperstown,  Venango  county,  to  whose 
management  he  devotes  part  of  his  time,  and 
he  has  a  fine  home  at  what  is  known  as  the 
Valley  Extension  of  Franklin,  which  he  built 
in  1903.  In  1900  he  married  Theresa  Lewis, 
daughter  of  Walter  and  Nora  (Shatteweck) 
Lewis,  and  they  have  had  two  children :  EUea- 
nora,  who  died  when  six  years  old;  and  Ed- 
ward David.  Mr.  Friggle  is  active  in  local 
affairs,  has  served  as  member  of  the  election 
board,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  He  is  a  Methodist  in  religious 
connection. 

Harry  Bernett  Friggle,  youngest  son  of 
John  Friggle,  was  bom  Aug.  15,  1882,  on  the 
home  farm  in  Cranberry  township.  His  boy- 
hood was  spent  in  attendance  at  the  township 
schools  and  employment  in  agricultural  work 
with  his  father,  and  he  has  worked  with  his 
brothers  in  the  production  of  oil  since  1897. 
His  home  is  in  Franklin,  at  No.  318  Liberty 
street.  In  1905  he  married  Nellie  Barrott, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Anna  Mary  and 
Harry.  Mrs.  Friggle  is  a  daughter  of  Wil-> 
liam  and  Mary  E.  Barrott,  of  Franklin,  whose 
home  was  at  No.  417  Elk  street,  where  Mrs. 
Barrott  died  early  in  November,  191 7,  aged 
sixty-nine  years.  She  was  a  resident  of 
Franklin  for  thirty-five  years,  a  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  is  well  known 
and  respected  in  the  city.  She  is  survived  by 
six  children:  Mrs.  R.  A.  Fulton,  of  Pitts- 
burgh; W.  A.  Barrott,  of  Bakersfield,  Cal. ; 
Frank  L.  Barrott,  of  JFresno,  Cal.;  John  R. 
Barrott,  of  Cushing,  Okla.;  Charles  J.  Bar- 
rott and  Mrs.  Friggle,  of  Franklin. 


Verses  by  Charles  Bevan 

The  sun  went  down  o'er  yon  hill 
And  soon  withdrew  her  light; 

Whilst  the  waning  moon  fell  back 
Behind  the  mountain  peak. 
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The  night  was  dark,  though  dimly  stars 

Were  seen  across  the  moor, 
When  man  from  labor  sought  his  rest. 

Not  thinking  of  the  coming  hour. 

'Tis  a  dark  hour  before  the  dawn; 

All  nature  seems  to  sleep. 
Before  the  dawn  and  break  of  day 

Beating  hearts  and  eyes  did  weep. 

The  drowsy  world  is  wrapt  in  dreams. 

In  izncy's  bright  attire. 
But  oh,  whence  come  those  piercing  screams. 

Those  shouts  of  fire,  fire. 

A  lurid  light  illumes  the  sky. 

Ascending  high  and  higher; 
And  sounds  of  footsteps  rushing  by. 

And  still  the  cry  of  fire. 

The  news  of  fire  soon  spread  around; 

Good  neighbors  flocked  from  hill  and  vale; 
But  ere  they  reached  the  lurid  light 

The  fire  bell  rang  its  awful  talc. 

The  fast  consuming  pile  see  there. 

Thick  clouds  of  smoke  arise. 
Flames  issue  from  it  here  and  there. 

And  sparks  spring  to  the  skies. 

The  gathered  crowd  seemed  all  distraught, 
Though  willing  hands  are  'round; 

For  water,  which  has  just  been  sought. 
Is  nowhere  to  be  found. 

Then  must  this  devastation  dire 

Aroimd  destruction  spread, 
Or  form  a  monstrous  funeral  pyre, 

A  city  of  the  dead? 

So  it  would  seem.    But  no,  yet  stay; 

Loud  sounds  by  wheel  are  made; 
And  cries  of  baste,  haste,  clear  the  way. 

Here  comes  the  fire  brigade. 

'Twas  strange  that  no  one  yet  did  see 

Aught  that  was  living  there. 
None  dared,  although  there  some  must  be. 

To  mount  the  burning  stair. 

A  widow  and  her  babes  dwelt  there, 

A  livelihood  to  gain 
By  lodgings.    That  their  means  were  spare 

I  need  not  now  explain. 

Now  o'er  their  heads  shrill  screams  they  hear. 

Then  came  a  piteous  cry: 
Save  us,  oh  save  us,  neighbors  dear. 

Pray  save  us  or  we  die. 

Midst  the  smoke,  by  the  red  flames'  light. 

Up  at  a  window  high, 
Mother  and  babes  in  wild  affright. 

The  startled  crowd  descry. 

Bring  ladders  men,  be  quick  withal; 

Each  minute  is  an  hour ; 
The  flames  increase,  the  roof  may  fall. 

The  smoke  may  overpower. 

Up  go  those  gallant  men  to  save. 
All  danger  bravely  faced ; 


The  widow  and  her  babes  are  soon 
In  utmost  safety  placed. 

Then  rose  such  cheers,  such  hearty  cheers. 

As  never  before  were  made, 
To  those  brave  hearts  devoid  of  fear, 

The  gallant  fire  brigade. 

WILLIAM  BAKER,  a  retired  oil  man  weU 
known  among  local  operators  in  that  industry, 
in  which  he  had  an  active  career  of  over  half 
a  century,  has  recently  removed  to  Oil  City 
from  Rouseville  where  for  years  he  has  been 
well  known  as  a  leader  in  public  aflfairs  as 
well  as  business  activities. 

Mr.  Baker  was  bom  July  3,  1847,  ^^  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  son  of  Nicholas  Baker.  His  father 
was  engaged  in  contracting,  and  was  drowned 
when  yet  a  young  man,  while  executing  some 
work  in  Virginia.  The  mother  died  in  New 
Orleans,  La.  The  family  consisted  of  four 
]iildren,  John,  Thpm^  Mary  and  William, 
alTTlDw  dcoeasggbut  the  last  named.  He 
passed  his  boyhood  in  Pittsburgh,  and  on  leav- 
ing that  city  went  to  Bradys  Bend,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  employed  in  a  mill  for  a  time.  Coming 
to  Venango  county  in  1863,  he  went  to  work 
as  an  oil  pumper  at  Rynd  Farm,  and  later 
leased  1 14  acres  of  land  there,  forming  a  part- 
nership with  George  N.  Reed  and  W.  S. 
Welker  which  lasted  for  about  thirteen  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  Mr.  Baker  took 
over  the  lease  on  his  own  account,  but  even- 
tually sold  out.  Meantime,  in  1869,  he  had 
begun  contract  drilling,  which  he  followed  for 
about  thirty-five  years  in  all,  withdrawing 
from  that  line  thirteen  years  ago,  after  sink- 
ing many  wells.  All  of  his  active  years  were 
devoted  to  the  oil  business  in  its  various 
branches,  and  he  still  has  oil  interests,  owning 
productions  in  Illinois,  but  he  has  given  up 
practically  all  responsibilities.  For  many 
years  his  home  was  on  the  Rynd  Farm  in 
Complanter  township  or  in  the  borough  of 
Rouseville,  but  he  has  sold  his  home  there, 
having  changed  his  residence  to  Oil  City  in 
October,  1918,  living  at  No.  313  Petroleum 
street.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  well  known  in  fraternal  circles, 
having  been  a  charter  member  of  the  Rouse- 
ville Council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
For  a  niunber  of  years  he  took  an  influential 
part  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs  at 
Rouseville,  serving  as  school  director  and 
president  of  the  council,  in  which  important 
offices  he  acquitted  himself  creditably,  and 
winning  the  unqualified  appreciation  of  his 
fellow  citizens  for  his  devotion  to  their  best 
interests. 
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Mr.  Baker  married  Sarah  Groser,  who  was 
bom  on  Bully  Hill,  Venango  county,  daughter 
of  John  Groser,  a  farmer  there.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Baker  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Matie  is  married  to  C.  E.  Miller,  of 
Spartansburg,  W.  Va. ;  Rosa  married  Charles 
Smith,  of  Oil  City;  Minnie,  a  graduate  of  the 
Rouseville  high  school  and  Qarion  State  Nor- 
mal School,  is  now  a  public  school  teacher  in 
Venango  county;  EflSe  is  married  to  Qarence 
Fry  and  living  at  Morgantown,  W.  Va. ;  Grace 
and  Bessie  are  at  home;  William  C.  is  a 
prominent  oil  producer  at  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where 
he  has  acquired  large  interests;  Harry  is  as- 
sistant cashier  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank 
of  Oil  City. 

JAMES  W.  IRWIN,  M.  D.,  of  Pleasant- 
ville,  though  a  recent  addition  to  the  medical 
fraternity  of  Venango  county  has  already 
gained  recognized  place  among  its  reliable 
practitioners  and  an  appreciative  patronage  in 
his  section.  Dr.  Irwin  supplemented  his  nat- 
ural inclination  for  the  profession  and  en- 
dowments which  rendered  him  especially  fit 
for  its  requirements  by  earnest  study,  his  thor- 
ough preparation  being  evident  in  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  have  been  laid  upon  him. 

Though  not  a  native  of  the  United  States 
Dr.  Irwin  is  of  old  Quaker  stock  in  the  pater- 
nal line  and  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Eng- 
land ancestry  maternally.  His  ancestor 
Thomas  Irwin  came  to  this  country  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  in  1797  with  a  brother  and 
four  first  cousins,  arriving  at  Philadelphia. 
In  18 10  he  removed  to  Canada  to  join  a  colony 
of  Friends  who  had  gone  there  from  Penn- 
sylvania six  years  previously,  and  which  also 
included  the  Armitages,  Dr.  Irwin's  mother's 
family.  The  Armitages  were  of  that  daunt- 
less Quaker  race  whose  love  of  freedom,  per- 
sonal, political  and  religious,  caused  them  to 
seek  an  asylum  in  the  New  World,  and  they 
became  established  in  Pennsylvania  as  early 
as  1736.  They  secured  a  thousand  acres  of 
land,  in  what  has  since  proved  to  be  the  best 
hard  coal  territory  in  Pennsylvania,  but  as  its 
mineral  value  had  not  then  been  recognized, 
and  the  soil  was  poorly  adapted  to  agricul- 
ture, its  owners  eventually  moved  to  a  most 
fertile  section  in  Canada,  where  most  of  the 
male  members  of  the  family  have  been  suc- 
cessful farmers.  Several,  however,  have  at- 
tained prominence  in  professional  circles,  some 
as  lawyers  and  Dr.  James  W.  Irwin  and  his 
brother  as  physicians ;  the  latter  is  established 
in  Toronto,  Canada.  Dr.  Irwin  has  in  his 
possession  a  letter  written  in  1737  to  the  Armi- 


tage  son  who  came  to  America,  from  his 
father  in  England.  His  mother  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Peregrine  White,  who  was  bom  on  the 
"Mayflower"  in  Cape  Cod  Harbor,  Mass.,  in 
1620.  His  great-granddaughter  was  the  great- 
grandmother  of  Dr.  Irwin's  mother;  the  Doc- 
tor has  a  counterpane  which  was  spun  and 
woven  by  this  great-great-^andmother  of  his. 
The  Friends  colony  previously  mentioned  as 
having  been  established  in  Canada  preserved 
Quaker  customs  in  all  their  simplicity  and 
purity,  even  to  recent  years,  and  Dr.  Irwin  in 
his  boyhood  knew  scarcely  anything  outside 
of  Quaker  influences,  for  which  he  has  much 
to  thank  in  its  effect  on  his  career  in  life.  As 
was  the  custom  among  the  sect,  he  received  a 
thorough  education,  growing  up  at  his  birth- 
place a  few  miles  north  of  Toronto,  Ontario. 
He  took  his  medical  course  at  the  University 
of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1892,  since  when  he  has  been  in  continuous 
practice,  largely  in  Pennsylvania,  to  which  he 
was  drawn  by  old  family  ties  as  well  as  his 
marriage.    In  the  early  part  of  his  independent 

Eractice  he  spent  a  snort  time  at  Badaxe, 
[uron  Co.,  Mich.,  coming  to  this  State  in 
1897.  For  nearly  twenty-five  years  he  was 
engaged  in  a  territory  mostly  included  in  Blair 
county,  his  home  and  headquarters  being  at 
Tyrone,  remaining  there  until  his  removal  to 
Pleasant  ville  in  19 16,  to  succeed  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Dr.  Lupher.  His  standing  is  of  the 
highest,  his  ability  and  conscientious  attention 
to  all  the  details  of  his  professional  duties 
having  won  prompt  and  substantial  approval. 
He  has  identified  himself  with  local  interests 
from  the  time  of  his  settlement  here. 

Dr.  Irwin  married  Edith  B.  Wertz,  of  Clear- 
field county.  Pa.,  daughter  of  John  and  Edith 
(Wright)  Wertz,  and  they  had  three  children: 
John,  who  is  registered  for  the  United  States 
service;  Gwendolyn,  living  in  Toronto  at  this 
writing;  and  Lenore,  at  home.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  Dr.  Irwin  married  Mrs.  Ella  Keatley, 
who  has  four  children  by  her  first  marriage: 
John  B.,  now  serving  in  the  United  States 
army  in  France;  Ethel,  who  is  engaged  in 
office  work  at  Pittsburgh;  Mary,  living  at 
home;  and  Guy,  who  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Aero  service  when  nineteen  years  old 
and  is  now  in  France. 

WILLIAM  J.  CORSE,  of  Oil  City,  began 
drilling  in  the  local  oil  fields  in  1868.  and  for 
half  a  century  has  continued  his  active  asso- 
ciation with  that  branch  of  the  oil  industry,  his 
experience  being  a  comprehensive  one,  varied 
by  operations  in  the  Pennsylvania,  New  York 
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and  West  Virginia  territories.  As  an  individ- 
ual producer  his  chief  interests  have  been  in 
Venango  county,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
throughout  that  period  and  where  he  has  high 
standing  socially.  He  has  shown  his  public 
spirit  in  personal  attention  and  service  of  the 
most  practical  character,  taking  a  loyal  part 
in  local  affairs  and  the  administration  of  mu- 
nicipal business. 

Mr.  Corse  was  born  Nov.  3,  1853,  at  Rimers- 
burg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  George  W.  and 
Catherine  (Grier)  Corse,  the  father  born  in 
1825  east  of  the  mountains  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  mother  from  Ireland.  George  W.  Corse 
settled  in  Clarion  county  when  a  young  man, 
and  during  his  earlier  years  was  engaged  as  a 
horse  drover,  driving  his  stock  over  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Eastern  market.  He  moved  with 
his  family  to  Oil  City  in  March,  1861,  and  sub- 
sequently followed  teaming,  boating  and  the 
production  of  oil,  following  the  latter  business 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
past  sixty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  during  the  early  days  took  an  active 
part  in  puWic  affairs  in  C5il  City,  where  he  was 
greatly  esteemed  as  a  most  desirable  citizen. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Clar- 
ion. He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Grove  Hill 
cemetery.  Of  their  four  children,  William  J. 
and  Charles  continue  to  reside  in  Oil  City. 

William  J.  Corse  acquired  his  education  in 
the  Oil  City  schools.  Brought  up  in  the  midst 
of  the  excitement  that  attended  the  early  stages 
of  the  oil  business,  he  found  his  first  employ- 
ment in  that  line,  boating  and  teaming  along 
Oil  creek.  In  1868  he  commenced  his  work 
as  a  driller,  and  for  years  has  been  a  prosper- 
ous contractor  in  that  line,  with  demands  for 
his  skillful  services  from  all  parts  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania, New  York  and  West  Virginia  oil  sec- 
tions. In  March,  1878,  he  went  to  Bradford, 
Pa.,to  carry  out  contracts, and  was  more  or  less 
occupied  in  that  region  duringthe  next  fourteen 
years,  meanwhile,  when  the  Allegany  county 
(N.  Y.)  territory  opened  up,  operating  at  Boli- 
var and  Richburg.  as  well  as  at  various  other 
points,  including  Butler  county.  Pa. ;  West  Vir- 
ginia ;  Clarion,  Venango  and  McKean  counties, 
acquiring  a  reputation  which  brought  business 
in  steadily.  Returning  to  Bradford,  he  was 
next  engaged  at  the  Wardwell  field  in  Warren 
county  and  at  Thorn  Creek,  Butler  county ; 
again  at  Bradford ;  drilled  the  wells  that  opened 
up  the  Mount  Jewett  fields  in  McKean  county ; 
conducted  some  important  operations  about 
Sistersville,  W.  Va. ;  and  has  since  been  estab- 
lished at  Oil  City,  taking  contracts  in  Clarion, 


Forest  and  Venango  counties.  He  has  some 
valuable  oil  productions,  principally  in  Venango 
county. 

Mr.  Corse  has  been  identified  with  the  most 
progressive  activities  of  his  home  city.  He  has 
served  two  terms  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  from  the  Third  ward,  and  three  terms 
on  the  water  board.  In  political  issues  he  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  party.  Fraternally  he  is 
an  Odd  Fellow,  Elk  and  Mason,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Foster  Lodge,  No.  333,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Rew,  McKean  county,  for  about  thirty-five 
years ;  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks ; 
Duke  Center  (Pa.)  Lodge.  No.  555,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Oil  City  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  Talbot 
Commandery,  No.  44.  K.  T. ;  Venango  Lodge  of 
Perfection,  fourteenth  degree,  Oil  City  (char- 
ter member)  ;  Pennsylvania  Consistory,  Pitts- 
burgh, thirty-second  degree;  and  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  Erie,  Pa.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Acacia  Club,  Venango 
Qub,  Wanango  Club,  Oil  City  Boat  Club  and 
Drivers*  Association  of  Oil  City.  His  religious 
association  is  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Corse  married  Margaret  Kistler,  daugh- 
ter of  John  C.  and  Anna  Margaret  Kistler, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  and 
made  their  home  at  Oil  City,  Mr.  Kistler  en- 
gaging in  the  production  of  oil  on  Oil  creek; 
he  was  a  member  of  the  old  Oil  City  Oil  Ex- 
change. 

FRANK  H.  WILLIAMS,  of  Franklin,  now 
associated  with  Frank  E.  Steele  in  the  firm 
of  Steele  &  Williams,  is  well  known  in  public 
life  as  well  as  business  circles  in  Venango 
county,  having  held  some  of  the  highest  po- 
sitions in  the  county  government.  As  sheriff 
and  county  treasurer  he  made  a  record  entirely 
creditable  to  himself  and  to  the  county,  and 
the  executive  and  financial  qualifications  which 
distinguished  his  official  services  are  proving 
valuable  in  his  present  connection.  The  model 
garage  which  he  and  his  partner  constructed  in 
the  summer  of  1917  has  proved  to  be  ah  up-to- 
date  convenience  much  appreciated  in  Franklin, 
judging  by  the  liberal  patronage  it  has  enjoyed 
from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Williams  has  spent  all  his  life  in  Ven- 
ango county,  having  been  bom  in  1875  in  Min- 
eral township,  son  of  John  McQ.  Williams. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
attending  first  at  Polk  and  later  in  Franklin, 
and  when  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way 
entered  the  employ  of  Bensinger,  Smith  &  Co., 
of  Franklin,  dealers  in  books  and  stationery,  in 
whose  large  establishment  he  was  engaged  for 
nineteen  years.    Mr.  Williams  only  severed  his 
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connection  with  that  house  to  assume  his  du- 
ties as  sheriff  of  Venango  county,  to  which  po- 
sition he  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1907,  hold- 
ing it  for  the  term  of  four  years  beginning 
1908.  He  stepped  from  that  incumbency  into 
the  county  treasurer's  office,  having  been 
elected  thereto  in  the  fall  of  191 1,  and  also 
served  one  term  in  that  capacity.  The  loyal 
support  of  his  fellow  citizens  received  on  the 
occasion  of  both  elections  was  a  well  deserved 
mark  of  confidence  earned  in  many  years  of 
honorable  dealings  with  them.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  political  doctrine.  In  1916  Mr.  Will- 
iams entered  into  partnership  with  Frank  E. 
Steele,  of  Franklin,  and  they  are  agents  for 
Ford  cars  in  Franklin  besides  operating  the 
most  modem  garage  in  this  section,  built  in 
191 7  after  plans  worked  out  by  themselves, 
embodying  the  best  ideas  used  generally  in 
the  trade  besides  some  original  with  them.  A 
more  complete  account  of  the  business  and 
equipment  will  be  found  in  the  biography  of 
Mr.  Steele,  in  this  work.  The  latter  has  me- 
chanical gifts  of  unusual  order,  well  calculated 
to  complement  the  executive  ability  and  busi- 
ness judgment  of  Mr.  Williams,  presenting  a 
well  balanced  combination. 

Mr.  Williams  married  Carrie  M.  Hunsber- 
ger,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hunsberger,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Herbert,  now  in 
the  United  States  service.  Socially  Mr.  Will- 
iams is  well  known  as  a  member  of  the  B.  P. 
O.  Elks,  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees. 

GEORGE  E.  JOHNSTON  has  made  his 
own  way  to  a  creditable  position  among  the 
worthy  citizens  of  Venango  county,  both  by 
reason  of  his  achievements  as  a  business  man 
and  his  public  services,  which  entitle  him  fully 
to  the  respect  and  unqualified  confidence  which 
he  enjoys.  He  is  a  thoroughly  experienced 
oil  man,  at  present  engaged  in  profitable  opera- 
tions on  the  Clapp  Farm,  and  maintaining  his 
home  in  Oil  City,  which  has  had  the  benefit  of 
his  loyal  cooperation  in  the  administration  of 
municipal  affairs.  Bom  June  14,  1854,  at 
Erie,  Pa.,  he  is  a  son  of  the  late  James  Johns- 
ton, who  moved  with  his  family  to  Oil  City  in 
the  early  sixties. 

James  Johnston  was  bom  in  Center  county, 
this  State,  and  located  in  Erie  county  before 
his  marriage  to  Jane  Kennedy.  He  moved  to 
this  region  during  the  early  part  of  the  excite- 
ment over  the  oil  discoveries,  and  engaged  in 
the  production  of  oil  in  the  vicinity,  up  Oil 
creek  and  along  the  Allegheny  river.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  first  men  to  undertake  the  re- 


fining of  oil,  and  met  with  substantial  success 
in  his  efforts,  remaining  in  Oil  City  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  one  year,  reaching  the  same 
age.  She  was  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  came  to  America 
in  childhood.  Of  the  five  children  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Johnston  two  are  deceased, 
Nancy  J.  and  James  H.,  the  latter  an  engineer 
on  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania 
railroad;  Clark  F.,  now  a  resident  of  Kansas, 
and  George  E.,  of  Oil  City,  are  twins;  David 
Kennedy  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

George  E.  Johnston  was  educated  principally 
at  Oil  City,  having  the  benefit  of  instruction  in 
a  private  school  conducted  by  Mrs.  Williams, 
daughter  of  T.  A.  Frothingham,  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  herself  a 
graduate  of  Vassar  College.  He  could  assist 
his  father  with  work  about  the  oil  operations  at 
a  very  early  age,  his  experience  covering  prac- 
tically every  department  of  the  industry  in- 
volved in  the  production  and  handling  of  crude 
oil,  including  drilling  and  refining  as  well  as 
looking  after  the  flowing  wells.  For  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  other  fields,  in  1883 
going  into  West  Virginia,  below  Steubenville, 
where  he  was  employed  drilling  for  gas  until 
1884.  Then  he  went  to  East  Pittsburgh,  where 
he  also  drilled  gas  wells,  and  in  1885  made 
another  change,  to  Little  Washington,  Pa., 
where  for  two  years  he  acted  as  superintendent 
of  the  People's  Gas  Company  (Pugh  &  Emer- 
^n),  operating  on  the  Manifold  Farm,  on 
which  tract  he  drilled  and  brought  in  the  second 
largest  oil  well  in  Washington  county,  with  an 
initial  production  of  five  thousand  barrels  a 
day.  As  his  parents  were  advancing  in  years 
he  returned  to  Oil  City,  where  he  had  for  a 
time  been  in  partnership  with  his  brother  D.  K. 
Johnston  as  contracting  drillers,  and  he  is  now 
associated  with  this  brother  in  oil  production 
on  the  Qapp  Farm,  where  they  have  twenty- 
eight  producing  wells.  Besides  looking  ably 
after  his  private  interests  he  has  like  his  brother 
devoted  considerable  thought  and  time  to  the 
direction  of  public  matters,  and  he  was  elected 
to  represent  the  Third  ward  in  the  city  coun- 
cil for  three  successive  terms,  resigning  dur- 
ing the  third  term.  During  all  the  time  that 
he  was  a  member  of  the  council  he  had  the 
honor  and  responsibility  of  being  chairman  of 
the  Police  and  Printing  committees,  giving  ef- 
fective service  on  both.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
political  affiliation. 

Mr.  Johnston  is  the  proud  possessor  of  the 
original  drilling  tools  used  in  the  sinking  of 
the  famous  Drake  well,  which  initiated  oil  pro- 
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duction  in  this  region,  and  which  were  pre- 
sented to  him  by  Mr.  George  W.  Bissell,  one 
of  the  men  who  financed  Drake  in  the  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  Johnston  married  Catherine  Friggle, 
who  was  bom  Nov.  26,  1873,  in  the  west  end 
of  Oil  City,  and  received  her  education  here, 
in  the  public  schools.  She  is  a  member  of 
Trinity  M.  E.  Church  and  of  the  Red  Cross 
chapter  at  Oil  City,  and  interested  in  all  good 
movements; 

James  Friggle,  father  of  Mrs.  Johnston,  was 
a  native  of  England,  in  which  country  his 
grandfather,  William  Friggle,  lived  and  died, 
reaching  the  age  of  over  one  hundred  years. 
His  father,  also  named  William,  farmed  in 
England  throughout  his  active  years,  and  lived 
to  be  almost  ninety;  he  is  buried  in  England 
with  his  wife,  Catherine  (Kennard),  who  died 
at  the  age  of  about  seventy-five  years.  Of  the 
six  children  born  to  this  couple,  Susan  and  Eliz- 
abeth died  in  England ;  John  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work ;  James  is  mentioned  below ; 
Richard,  bom  Dec.  30,  1845,  '^ves  at  Oil  City 
(he  has  a  family)  ;  Robert,  bom  in  January, 
1 85 1,  is  residing  in  California. 

James  Friggle  was  bom  Feb.  19,  1843,  ^"^ 
remained  in  England  until  about  thirty  years 
old,  following  farming  in  that  country.  After 
his  arrival  at  Oil  City  he  went  to  boating  on 
Oil  creek,  and  followed  the  business  as  long 
as  it  lasted,  also  becoming  interested  in  oil 
production,  having  several  wells  which  are 
still  owned  by  the  family.  He  acquired  a-  farm 
of  more  than  one  hundred  acres  at  Plumer, 
Venango  county,  where  his  widow  still  resides. 
Mr,  Friggle  died  at  Oil  City  Sept.  28,  191 5, 
and  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery.  He  held 
membership  in  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  and  in 
his  support  of  public  issues  acted  independ- 
ently, affiliating  with  no  particular  party.  To 
his  marriage  with  Annie  Seth,  who  is  now 
sixty-nine  years  old,  the  following  children 
were  bom :  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Henry  Vorse, 
lives  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Johnston;  Lillian 
is  married  to  Qarence  Sheffer.  of  Oil  City; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  John  Welsh,  of  Vinton, 
La. ;  Myrtle  is  the  wife  of  Lawrence  Hutchin- 
son, of  Oklahoma;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Ches- 
ter Johnstpn,  of  Rouseville,  Pa.;  William,  of 
Oil  City,  married  Blanch  Reed;  Herbert,  of 
Vinton,  La.,  has  been  twice  married ;  James, 
of  Broken  Arrow,  Okla.,  married  Carrie 


-;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  George  E. 
Johnston. 

Alfred  Seth.  father  X){  Mrs.  Annie  (Seth) 
Friggle,  was  an  old  stagrecoach  driver  before 
he  came  to  Oil  City  in  i860,  and  he  teamed  in 


the  oil  fields  for  years  before  his  retirement. 
His  last  days  were  spent  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Jackson,  in  Oil  City,  and  he  is  buried 
in  the  Fryburg  Catholic  cemetery  in  Clarion 
county,  having  been  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Churcn.  He  was  independent 
in  politics.  Of  his  five  children,  Hattie  A. 
married  Albert  Jackson,  at  one  time  superin- 
tendent of  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company ; 
Jacob  married  Maria  Hayes,  and  is  living  in 
Michigan ;  Joseph,  deceased,  of  Coal  Hill,  Ve- 
nango county,  married  Ettie  Petrie;  William, 
deceased,  lived  at  Oil  City,  and  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Rosie ;  Annie  is  the  widow  of  James 
Friggle. 

WILLIAM  BOARDMAN,  of  Oil  City,  has 
sustained  the  reputation  borne  by  other  mem- 
bers of  his  family  for  mechanical  skill  and 
ingenuity,  being  a  son  of  the  late  Robert 
Boardman,  founder  of  the  business  which 
since  his  death  has  been  incorporated  as  the 
Robert  Boardman  Company.  The  record  of 
his  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  with 
the  biograf/hy  of  his  son  Robert  Boardman,  to 
which  the  reader  is  referred. 

William  Boardman  was  bom  Jan.  15,  1866, 
in  Venango  county,  and  was  reared  in  Oil 
City,  where  he  obtained  a  public  school  educa- 
tion. From  the  time  h^  was  ten  years  old  he 
assisted  his  father  with  work  about  the  oil 
fields,  attending  to  the  pumping  at  his  father's 
wells  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  after 
which  he  was  engaged  as  machinist.  He  served 
one  year  at  the  trade  in  Joseph  Reid's  estab- 
lishment, was  at  Bradford  with  Bovard  &  Sey- 
fang  one  year,  a  year  in  the  Oil  City  Boiler 
Works  and  a  year  in  the  Oil  City  shops  of  the 
B.  N.  Y.  &  P.  railroad,  acquiring  an  all-around 
knowledge  of  machine  work,  for  which  he  is 
well  adapted  by  nature  and  inclination.  For 
two  and  a  half  years  he  was  in  the  Pittsburgh 
&  Western  railroad  shops  at  Foxburg,  Clarion 
county,  upon  his  return  to  Oil  City  entering 
the  employ  of  the  National  Transit  Company, 
with  whom  he  formed  an  association  that  con- 
tinued for  twenty-six  years,  until  his  recent 
retirement.  His  services  were  of  hi^  order, 
and  received  the  substantial  appreciation  of 
his  employers.  Mr.  Boardman  has  the  quali- 
ties that  make  for  good  citizenship,  and  is  thor- 
oughly esteemed  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 
He  gives  his  support  to  Grace  M.  E.  Church 
and  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Prohibition 
party,  whose  principles  arc  in  accord  with  his 
own  views.  Fratemallv  he  is  affiliated  with 
Oil  Cityr  Tent,  No.  21,  K.  O.  T.  M. 

By  his  marriage  to  Eliza  A.  T.  Sampsell 
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Mr.  Boardman  has  had  four  children:  Eva 
Luella,  born  Feb.  lo,  1887,  died  Jan.  28,  1890; 
Frederick  was  bom  Sept.  25,  1888;  Ivan,  born 
Oct.  24,  1893,  died  Dec.  15,  1893;  Clarence, 
born  Nov.  24,  1897,  was  educated  at  Oil  City, 
attending  the  high  school,  and  is  now  at  Gary, 
Ind.,  engaged  as  a  roll  turner.  The  family 
home  in  Oil  City  is  at  No.  9  West  Seventh 
street. 

Mrs.  Eliza  A.  T.  (Sampsell)  Boardman  was 
born  Jan.  17,  1868,  at  Oil  City,  daughter  of 
Henry  H.  Sampsell  and  granddaughter  of 
Peter  Sampsell.  Her  great-grandfather  Samp- 
sell was  a  drummer  in  the  war  of  181 2,  killed 
while  in  the  service.  Peter  Sampsell  was  a 
tanner,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Miller, 
and  among  their  twelve  children  were  Abra- 
ham, Henry,  William  H.,  Frederick,  Peter, 
Jacob,  Henry  H.,  Elizabeth,  Rebecca  and 
Eliza  A.  T.  After  the  father's  death  the 
mother  removed  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  having  hap- 
pily found  that  her  son,  Henry  H.  Sampsell, 
whose  whereabouts  were  unknown  to  the  fam- 
ily for  a  long  time,  had  settled  there,  and  here 
she  spent  her  remaining  days.  She  is  buried 
in  Mount  Pleasant  cemetery  in  Cranberry 
township,  Venango  county.  In  religion  she 
was  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Henry  H.  Sampsell,  father  of  Mrs.  Board- 
man,  was  born  July  2,  1832,  east  of  the  moun- 
tains in  Pennsylvania — it  is  believed  in  Schuyl- 
kill county.  He  moved  to  Clarion  county  when 
sixteen  years  old,  locating  near  Shippensville, 
and  followed  the  customary  employments  of 
the  region  at  that  time,  running  rafts  on  the 
Clarion  river  to  Pittsburgh,  carrying  lumber 
and  iron,  working  at  the  old  iron  furnaces, 
burning  charcoal,  and  doing  farm  labor.  When 
the  early  oil  excitement  prevailed  at  Oil  City 
and  in  the  Oil  Creek  territory  he  drove  team 
in  that  section,  hauling  oil  along  the  creek  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  had  a  farm  in  Rock- 
land township,  this  county,  and  was  a  huckster 
for  a  number  of  years,  selling  his  produce  in 
Oil  City ;  for  a  few  years  he  conducted  a  meat 
market  on  State  street,  in  the  city,  dealing  in 
meats,  butter,  eggs,  chickens,  etc..  and  he  also 
had  a  billiard  room  on  State  street  for  a  few 
years,  about  where  the  south  side  post  office 
is  now  located.  His  wife  dying,  he  bought  a 
farm  near  Shippensville  and  moved  there,  fol- 
lowing general  farming  on  that  tract,  which 
was  large  and  well  improved.  His  death  oc- 
curred June  2.  1902,  while  he  was  on  a  visit 
to  a  daughter  at  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  and  he  is 
buried  with  his  wife  in  Pinoak  (Mount  Pleas- 


ant) cemetery  in  Cranberry  township,  Ve- 
nango county.  He  was  a  Republican,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  affiliated 
with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  of 
Oil  City. 

Mr.  Sampsell  married  Margaret  Anna 
Disher,  who  was  bom  Dec.  22,  1840,  one  of  the 
six  children  of  Daniel  Disher,  and  died  in 
July,  1890,  the  mother  of  the  following  family  : 
George  W.  married  Agnes  R.  Stevens ;  William 
H.  J.  married  Rosetta  Voohres;  Samuel  A.  J. 
married  Cora  V.  Shannon ;  Eliza  A.  T.  is  the 
wife  of  William  Boardman;  Mary  A.  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Foringer ;  Henry  H.  died 
when  twenty-four  years  old;  Savilla  F.  J.  is 
the  wife  of  Albert  King;  Alice  L.  C.  is  mar- 
ried to  Urben  T.  Bell;  Georgia  E.  married 
George  Soles;  Ada  L.  died  when  six  years 
old;  Margaret  A.  E.  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Dunlap ;  Sarah  R.  died  in  infancy.  The  father 
remarried. 

Daniel  Disher,  father  of  Mrs.  Sampsell,  was 
a  combmaker  and  farmer,  and  spent  all  his 
life  in  Beaver  township,  Clarion  county,  near 
Shippensville,  dying  when  over  eighty  years 
old.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Went- 
ling,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  ad- 
hered to  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  They 
arc  buried  in  Clarion  county.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Margaret 
Anna,  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Sampsell;  Caroline, 
Mrs.  Levi  Baker ;  John ;  Amos,  who  married 
Savilla  Mohney ;  Daniel,  who  married  Amanda 
Long ;  and  Emanuel,  who  married  Kate  Baker. 

OSCAR  K.  BURKS,  now  living  retired  at 
Franklin,  was  engaged  in  business  in  Venango 
county  during  most  of  his  active  career,  with 
the  production  of  oil  as  one  of  his  chief  inter- 
ests. He  also  carried  on  farming  profitably 
while  a  resident  of  Sandy  Creek  township,  and 
in  fact'  handled  all  of  his  undertakings  suc- 
cessfully, attaining  a  measure  of  prosperity 
which  enables  him  to  enjoy  his  leisure  years 
to  the  full.  A  native  of  Clarion  county.  Pa., 
Mr.  Burns  was  bom  in  1849,  son  of  Joseph  T. 
Bums,  grandson  of  Robert  Bums  and  great- 
grandson  of  James  Burns. 

James  Burns  lived  and  died  near  Lewistown. 
Mifflin  Co.,  Pa.  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  was  a  supply  agent  for  the  Continental 
army,  and  he  served  many  years  as  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Mifflin.  His  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Magill,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters,  the  sons  being :  James. 
Washington  (who  married  a  Turner),  Mag^U, 
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Robert,  Liberty  (died  young),  Hugh  (who 
married  a  Turner,  and  removed  to  Dayton, 
Ohio)  and  Samuel. 

Robert  Bums,  grandfather  of  Oscar  K. 
Burns,  was  born  about  1771  on  his  father's 
farm  near  Lewistown,  and  was  reared  there, 
learning  the  trade  of  millwright.  He  purchased 
a  farm  in  Ferguson  valley,  Mifflin  county,  and 
after  selling  that  property  bought  a  farm  and 
gristmill  on  Lost  creek,  below  Lewistown. 
Later  he  removed  to  Juniata  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  resumed  millwrighting,  and  he  died  there 
in  1830,  suddenly,  one  morning  while  on  his 
way  to  work.  In  1796  he  married  Sarah  Tur- 
ner, and  the  following  children  were  born  to 
them:  (i)  Elizabeth  married  Hugh  William- 
son. (2)  Sarah  Crawford,  who  died  in  1847, 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Thomas  Plowman, 
second  to  Daniel  Coder,  of  Jefferson  county. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely : 
Capt.  D.  R.,  of  Meadville,  Pa.;  James,  who 
lived  near  Brockwayville,  Pa.;  roily,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Youmans,  who  died  in  1842  (she  had 
a  daughter)  ;  Matilda,  Mrs.  Andrew  Beer ;  and 
Hannah,  who  married  William  Collum  and 
(second)  William  Douglas,  and  had  children, 
two  by  the  first  marriage,  Robert  and  Sarah 
(who  married  James  T.  Fleming  and  moved 
to  Missouri),  and  five  by  the  second,  Samuel, 
James,  Woodrow,  Hannah  (married  Levi  Mills, 
of  Iowa)  and  Mary  (married  Benjamin  Mc- 
Clure,  of  Iowa).  (3)  Priscilla  died  young. 
(4)  Caroline  married  John  Collum.  (5)  Isa- 
bella married  William  Carr,  and  removed  to 
West  Virginia.  (6)  James  Turner  was  a 
prominent  resident  of  Clarion  county,  and 
died  at  Qarion  Sept.  i,  1890.  (7)  Liberty  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  His 
granddaughter,  Emma  (Bums),  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  A.  F.  Balmer,  of  Brookville,  Pa.  (8)  Rob- 
ert died  young.  (9)  Joseph  T.  was  the  father 
of  Oscar  K.  Bums. 

Daniel  Tumer,  father  of  Mrs.  Sarah  (Tur- 
ner) Bums,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  after  its  close  settled  upon  a  farm 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  which  he  later 
inherited  from  a  friend,  who  was  killed  in  a 
fight  with  the  Indians  while  serving  in  General 
St.  Qair's  army.  After  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair 
the  increasing  boldness  of  the  Indians  made  it 
necessary  for  Mr.  Turner  to  leave  this  land, 
and  he  sought  safety  with  his  family  in  Carlisle, 
Pa.  Later  he  removed  to  Center  county,  this 
state,  where  he  built  and  operated  a  forge 
and  gristmill  at  Spring  Creek.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Welch,  and  their  children 
were :  John ;  Daniel,  who  married  a  Shofe  and 


settled  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa. ;  James,  who 
married  a  Smiley  and  settled  in  Clearfield,  Pa. ; 
Joseph,  at  one  time  surveyor  of  Clearfield 
county,  who  married  Tacy  Collum,  of  Mead- 
ville, Pa.,  and  settled  in  Scott  county,  Iowa; 
Hannah,  wife  of  James  Glasgow,  of  Hunting- 
don county.  Pa.;  Polly,  Mrs.  Hopkins;  and 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Robert  Bums. 

Joseph  T.  Bums  was  born  in  Clarion  county, 
Pa.,  and  like  his  father  was  a  millwright  by 
calling.  He  built  the  gristmill  at  West  Sandy, 
Venango  county,  which  he  operated  until  ms 
death,  which  occurred  in  his  prime,  in  1853. 
He  is  buried  at  Corsica,  JeflFerson  Co.,  Pa. 
Four  children  were  born  to  his  marriage  with 
Priscilla  C.  Robinson,  namely :  James,  who  en- 
listed during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  K,  4th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  captured,  and  was 
never  heard  from  afterward;  Sarah,  deceased; 
Emma,  Mrs.  Pittock,  of  Neville  Island,  Alle- 
gheny Co.,  Pa.,  who  has  a  large  family;  and 
Oscar  K.  The  mother  remarried,  becoming 
the  wife  of  James  Foster,  of  Sandy  Creek, 
Venango  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Oscar  K.  Burns  was  very  young  when  his 
father  died,  nevertheless  he  received  average 
educational  advantages,  augmented  by  his  ex- 
perience at  the  printer's  trade,  which  he  learned 
at  Brookville,  Pa.  He  was  so  occupied  for  four 
years,  and  later  spent  some  time  at  Titusville, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business.  His  next  location  was  at  Sandy 
Creek,  where  he  started  a  store  which  he  car- 
ried on  for  eighteen  months.  At  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  made  his  home  at  Smoky  City, 
three  miles  below  Franklin,  Venango  county, 
where  he  remained  eleven  years,  meanwhile 
becoming  interested  in  the  oil  business.  Thence 
he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Sandy  Creek  town- 
ship, this  county,  upon  which  he  resided  for 
the  next  twenty  years,  farming  during  this  pe- 
riod and  also  producing  oil,  which  he  found 
upon  his  land  m  paying  quantities.  His  tract 
of  eighty-three  acres  yielded  a  fine  income 
both  in  agricultural  and  oil  operations,  and  he 
had  a  prosperous  experience  there,  as  well  as 
four  years  of  profitable  oil  operations  in  Law- 
rence county,  this  State.  Upon  his  removal  to 
the  city  of  Franklin  he  built  a  fine  home  at  No. 
810^  Elk  street,  which  he  occupied  until  1918, 
now  residing  at  No.  1212  BuflFalo  street.  Mr. 
Burns,  though  a  busy  man,  has  always  en- 
joyed recreation,  especially  fishing,  to  which  he 
has  devoted  many  pleasant  hours  since  he  with- 
drew from  active  business  cares.  His  life 
has  been  well  spent,  in  amply  rewarded  in- 
dustry, and  his  sterling  qualities  have  been  as 
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apparent  in  his  personal  relations  as  in  his  busi- 
ness associations,  winning  him  the  unqualified 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

In  1874  Mr.  Bums  married  Emma  Louise 
Sheasley,  daughter  of  Jacob  Sheasley,  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Franklin,  Pa.  They  have 
reared  a  large  family,  viz.:  Sarah  L.  is  the 
wife  of  F.  L.  Perkins,  and  is  living  at  Lans- 
downe,  Pa.;  Lulu  P.  is  the  wife  of  William 
Frazier,  of  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.;  Jennie  I.  is 
married  to  William  D.  McCurdy  and  living  at 
Chester,  Pa,;  Charles  Oscar  lives  at  home; 
Margaret  S.  died  when  twelve  years  old ;  Fred- 
erick T.,  now  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  married  Har- 
riet Bancroft ;  Ocella  Kitley  is  married  to  Har- 
old Hayden,  and  lives  at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. ; 
Jacob  J.,  who  was  a  resident  of  Butte,  Mont., 
is  now  a  second  lieutenant  in  Company  C,  5th 
Engineers,  with  the  American  forces  in  France ; 
Paul  P.  lives  at  Chester,  Pa.  The  family  are 
Methodists  in  religious  connection. 

C.  A.  GILLILAND,  of  Oil  City,  has  been  a 
useful  member  of  the  community  in  his  public 
service  as  well  as  in  his  creditable  career  in 
business  capacities  and  private  citizenship,  and 
he  is  a  representative  descendant  of  a  family 
long  honored  in  Venango  county  for  sterling 
character  and  substantial  worth. 

Joseph  Gilliland,  great-grandfather  of  C.  A. 
Gilliland,  was  bom  Nov.  4,  1770,  at  Faggs 
Manor,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  and  upon  his  mar- 
riage to  Catharine  Cowden  in  1794  settled  at 
Lewisburg,  Pa.  In  1805  he  moved  to  Spring 
Mills,  Center  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  kept  hotel, 
and  of  his  seven  sons  and  two  daughters  the 
last  survivor  was  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Center 
county.  In  religion  he  was  a  Presbyterian  and 
active  in  church  work,  having  been  elected  an 
elder  of  the  Sinking  Creek  congregation  in  the 
year  181 5. 

Joseph  A.  Gilliland,  son  of  Joseph,  was  the 
grandfather  of  C.  A.  Gilliland.  Bora  in  1796 
in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Center  county  in  1805  and  remained 
there  until  after  his  marriage,  following  farm- 
ing. In  October,  1833,  he  removed  to  Venango 
county,  locating  seven  miles  west  of  Franklin 
in  Canal  township,  along  the  Meadville  and 
Susquehanna  pike,  where  he  purchased  a  large 
farm  and  in  connection  with  its  operation  also 
conducted  a  temperance  hotel.  His  wife, 
Nancy  (Kerr),  dying  Feb.  5,  1844,  he  broke 
up  his  home  and  gave  up  his  farm,  taking  the 
superintendency  of  a  section  of  the  turnpike 
mentioned,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Franklin,  this  county,  where  his  death  occurred 
March  10,  1861.     Like  his  father  he  was  an 


elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was 
a  Democrat  in  political  conviction.  His  chil- 
dren were  as  follows :  Mary  J.,  who  became 
Mrs.  Smith  Kelley,  of  Pleasantville ;  Catharine 
C,  Mrs.  Isaiah  Corbitt,  of  Franklin;  Maiigaret 
I.,  Mrs.  Johnson  Alexander,  who  died  June  14, 
1852;  William  K.;  Joseph  S.,  who  died  at 
Davenport,  Iowa,  in  January,  1853;  and  John 
Mc,  of  Franklin. 

William  K.  Gilliland,  son  of  Joseph  A.  and 
Nancy  (Kerr)  Gilliland,  was  born  March  11, 
1828,  in  Penns  Valley,  Potter  township.  Center 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  five  years  old  when  the  fam- 
ily settled  in  Venango  county,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education.  He  attended  the  log 
schoolhouse  in  the  vicinity  of  the  home  farm, 
and  had  also  the  advantage  of  a  year's  instruc- 
tion in  1838  at  a  select  school  taught  by  his 
uncle  in  Center  county.  When  a  youth  he  com- 
menced an  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith's 
trade  with  a  Mr.  Balliett  in  Franklin,  and  this 
employer  dying  before  he  had  completed  his 
term  he  spent  the  rest  of  it  with  A.  B.  Walker, 
of  Franklin.  In  1851  he  was  in  Illinois  and 
Iowa.  In  1853  he  moved  to  Hannaville,  Canal 
township,  this  county,  where  he  worked  a  year 
at  his  trade,  continuing  to  follow  it  there 
until  March,  1854,  when  he  settled  at  Sunville, 
in  Plum  township,  at  which  place  he  made  a 
permanent  home.  Because  of  an  accident  that 
crippled  him  for  several  years  he  gave  up  his 
trade  in  1859,  and  during  the  remamder  of  his 
life  was  engaged  principally  in  drawing  up 
deeds,  conveyancing,  surveying  and  other  du- 
ties of  the  same  nature,  in  which  association 
he  became  widely  known.  In  1863  he  was 
elected  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  office  he 
was  retained  continuously,  by  re-election,  for 
a  period  of  forty-three  years;  in  1871  he  was 
elected  county  auditor,  and  served  one  term; 
in  1883  h^  ^2is  appointed  by  the  court  to  that 
office,  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  again  elected 
for  the  full  term  in  1884.  Mr.  Gilliland  was 
influential  in  local  affairs,  a  valued  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  an  elder  in  the  Sugar 
Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his  wife 
also  belonged,  and  in  every  relation  of  life 
highly  esteemed  for  his  superior  qualities.  He 
died  at  Saegerstown,  Dec.  17,  1907,  his  wife 
on  Dec.  8,  1893. 

On  Nov.  4,  1852,  Mr.  Gilliland  married 
Nancy  Foster,  daughter  of  John  and  Isabella 
Foster,  of  Canal  township,  and  of  the  ten 
children  bom  to  them  the  following  are  now 
living:  Effie  G.,  wife  of  Prof.  J.  D.  Goodwin, 
of  Saegerstown,  Pa.;  John  A.,  of  Hartstown, 
Pa.,  engaged  in  farming;  Cyrus  A.,  mentioned 
below ;  Mary  A,,  of  Altoona,  Pa. ;  and  William 
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K.,  who  is  Engaged  in  farming  in  Summit 
township,  Crawford  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

C.  A.  Giliiland  was  born  at  Sunville,  Venango 
county,  Nov.  6,  1865.  He  had  the  advantage  of 
home  training  under  parents  of  marked  in- 
telligence, and  began  his  first  term  of  teaching 
public  school  Nov.  6,  1882,  his  seventeenth 
birthday,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  in  Canal  town- 
ship, Venango  county.  During  the  next  fifteen 
years  he  continued  teaching  in  the  winter, 
working  on  farms  in  the  summer  season,  and 
in  i8q6  entered  the  employ  of  the  South  Penn 
Oil  Company  as  title  examiner  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  while  thus  engaged  making  his 
headquarters  at  Livingston,  Tenn.  Later  he 
was  transferred  to  the  West  Virginia  field, 
where  he  examined  titles  for  the  South  Penn 
Oil  Company  during  the  development  of  the 
great  West  Virginia  oil  field,  and  he  is  now 
engaged  in  that  capacity  by  the  United  Natural 
Gas  Company  of  Oil  City,  whither  he  removed 
fifteen  years  ago.  In  view  of  the  responsibili- 
ties which  have  been  intrusted  to  him,  com- 
ment upon  his  qualifications  is  hardly  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Giliiland  has  been  thoroughly  public- 
spirited  in  his  co-operation  in  securing  the 
benefits  of  efficient  government,  his  particular 
service  being  in  the  improvement  of  educational 
facilities.  He  is  the  oldest  member  in  point  of 
service  on  the  Oil  City  school  board,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  member  twelve  years,  and  is 
the  present  chairman  of  the  building  commit- 
tee, with  which  he  was  acting  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity during  the  year  191 5,  when  the  Junior 
nigh  school  building  was  erected. 

In  1895  Mr.  GiUiland  married  Ada  Graham, 
and  they  have  had  two  sons :  William  Foster, 
now  in  France  as  corporal  in  Company  D, 
ii2th  Infantry;  and  James  Lincoln,  also  in 
France,  as  corporal  in  the  Headquarters  Com- 
pany of  the  107th  Machine  Gun  Battalion.  In 
1911  Mr.  and  Mrs.  GiUiland  adopted  a  daugh- 
ter, Henrietta,  who  with  the  two  sons  men- 
tioned completes  their  family. 

GEORGE  W.  HOUSER,  of  Sandy  Creek 
township,  is  one  of  the  successful  operators 
whose  efforts  have  done  much  to  give  the 
Bully  Hill  field  a  prominent  place  among  oil 
producing  regions.  He  has  dnlled  about  three 
hundred  wells  there,  and  is  still  active  in  the 
development  of  his  holdings,  being  fortunate  in 
having  ample  territory  for  the  regular  expan- 
sion of  his  business  as  his  judgment  dictates 
and  the  demand  justifies.  At  present  he  is  in- 
terested in  over  fift>'  producing  wells,  some  on 


his  own  land  and  the  rest  on  various  tracts  in 
the  vicinity,  which  has  yielded  richly. 

Mr.  Houser  was  bom  May  12,  187 1,  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  the 
property  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his' 
brother,  Charles  A.  Houser.  There  he  passed 
his  early  years,  attending  the  local  schools 
and  working  on  the  home  place,  but  during  all 
of  his  independent  career  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  oil  business.  He  started  as  a  driller,  fol- 
lowing that  branch  of  the  industry  in  Wood 
county,  Ohio,  for  eight  years,  during  which 
time  he  established  a  thriving  business.  Then 
he  brought  his  outfit  to  Bully  Hill,  where  he  has 
been  operating  constantly  since,  both  as  a 
driller  and  as  a  producer.  His  experience  in 
the  practical  work  of  sinking  and  opening 
wells  has  been  valuable  both  as  a  guide  and 
in  the  conservation  of  his  financial  resources, 
which  have  benefited  accordingly.  For  eight- 
een years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  oil,  but  he  has  continued  drilling, 
and  all  of  the  wells  in  which  he  is  interested 
were  sunk  by  him.  Twenty  years  ago  Mr. 
Houser  settled  upon  the  farm  where  he  still 
lives,  which  was  formerly  part  of  the  Holstein 
place,  and  he  has  seven  wells  on  ten  acres  there. 
He  operates  six  wells  on  the  old  Houser  place 
^  on  lease;  two  wells  on  the  William  Houser 
tract ;  five  on  the  Stranford  farm :  fourteen  on 
the  C.  T.  McDowell  farm;  and  twenty  on 
other  land  which  he  owns,  though  he  has  part- 
ners in  the  oil  operations.  The  extent  of  his 
activities  classes  him  with  the  most  energetic 
producers  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Houser  has  been  diligent  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  home  property,  which  is  very  at- 
tractive, and  desirably  situated  four  miles 
southeast  of  Franklin ;  it  is  one  mile  from  the 
old  Houser  homestead.  He  has  erected  a  sub- 
stantial residence,  and  is  building  a  |nood  bam 
at  this  writing.  He  takes  a  public-spirited 
part  in  township  affairs,  has  served  as  town- 
ship auditor  and  member  of  the  election  board, 
and  is  well  known  in  the  ranks  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  whose  behalf  he  has  done  valu- 
able work  in  his  neighborhood. 

On  Aug.  14,  i8q5,  Mr.  Houser  was  married 
to  Gertrude  McKissick,  of  Polk.  Venango 
county.  daufi:hter  of  John  McKissick,  a  black- 
smith by  calling.  They  have  a  family  of  three 
children,  all  living  at  home :  Lois,  Eugene  and 
Geraldine.  Eugene  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  at  Rocky  Grove,  and  is  now  a  stu- 
dent at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  The 
religious  association  of  the  family  is  with  the 
East  Grove  M.  E.  Church. 
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WASHINGTON  B.  HOUSER  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  Sandy 
Creek  township  in  his  day,  a  descendant  of  an 
old  family  whose  original  holdings  there  re- 
main principally  in  the  Houser  name  to  this 
day.  He  himself  owned  a  valuable  portion 
thereof,  which  he  improved  greatly  from  an 
agricultural  standpoint,  leaving  the  develop- 
ment of  its  rich  oil  stores  to  the  present  genera- 
tion. Nevertheless  he  was  one  of  the  progres- 
sive men  of  his  section,  aiding  its  material  ad- 
vancement and  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in 
local  public  affairs,  especially  those  tending 
toward  the  betterment  of  social  conditions. 

John  Philip  Houser,  the  first  of  this  family 
to  settle  in  Venango  county,  was  a  native  of 
Germany.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  after  which  he  lived  for  a  time  in  Center 
county,  Pa.,  removing  thence  to  Coal  Hill, 
now  Mount  Washington,  near  Pittsburgh. 
Coming  to  Venango  county  in  pioneer  times, 
he  first  settled  near  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy 
creek.  In  1800  he  removed  to  Franklin,  at 
one  time  owning  the  whole  valley  in  which  that 
city  now  lies,  and  which  he  traded  for  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  There  he  established  a  ferry,  between 
the  Big  Rock  and  Allegheny  bridges,  and  oper- 
ated it,  but  he  subsequently  removed  to  the 
Tarkiln  neighborhood,  in  Cranberry  township, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Philip ;  Jacob ;  Cornelius ;  Peter ;  David ;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Stover:  Mrs.  Huey;  Mrs.  Mary  Cox, 
and  Mrs.  Susan  Martin. 

Peter  Houser,  son  of  John  P.  Houser,  was 
born  Feb.  18,  1801,  and  died  Aug.  23,  1875.  In 
1836  he  settled  permanently  in  Sandy  Creek 
township,  obtaining  a  patent  on  four  hundred 
acres  of  what  is  now  very  valuable  land,  still 
in  the  possession  of  his  posterity.  He  had  150 
acres  in  his  own  home  place,  and  his  land  was 
divided  between  his  two  sons  who  reached  ma- 
turity, Hugh  P.  and  Washington  B.  Houser, 
both  of  whom  spent  their  lives  there.  William 
T.  Houser,  son  of  Hugh  P.  Houser,  now  has 
part  of  his  father's  share,  and  Charles  A. 
Houser,  son  of  Washington  B.,  lives  on  and 
owns  his  father's  homestead.  Peter  Houser 
married  Margaret  Hill,  who  was  born  May  14, 
1807,  and  died  July  13,  1865,  and  they  are 
buried  in  the  Graham  cemetery.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Mary 
Jane,  bom  Dec.  20,  1828,  lived  to  advanced 
age;  she  married  Thomas  H.  Martin,  of 
Franklin,  and  her  son.  Clarence  Martin,  is 
now  engaged  in  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Frank- 
lin. Mellviry,  born  July  i,  1830,  married 
Samuel    Gordon   and    lived    in    Sandy   Creek 


township,  dying  in  old  age.  Andrew  P.  died 
in  infancy.  Hugh  P.,  bom  Aug.  11,  1833,  oc- 
cupied part  of  his  father's  farm  and  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  Washington  B. 
is  mentioned  below.  Margaret  Ann,  bom 
March  21,  1841,  married  Emanuel  Harman  and 
spent  most  of  her  life  in  Dakota,  where  she 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  Cornelius  B.  died  in 
boyhood. 

Washington  B.  Houser  was  bom  Oct.  15, 
1837,  on  the  farm  in  Sandy.  Creek  township 
where  he  always  resided,  and  died  there  March 
19,  1901.  While  receiving  such  literary  in- 
struction as  was  available  in  the  home  locality 
he  helped  with  the  work  at  home,  in  the  spring 
rafting  on  the  river  to  earn  what  money  he 
could.  When  the  oil  excitement  broke  out  here 
he  was  employed  at  the  wells  for  a  time,  but 
the  principal  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  farm- 
ing, in  which  he  was  very  successful.  He 
cleared  most  of  his  farm,  which  was  half  of  his 
father's  old  property,  and  improved  it  syste- 
matically, being  an  industrious  and  capable 
worker  all  his  years.  For  nine  years  in  suc- 
cession he  served  as  tax  collector  of  his  town- 
ship, elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  which 
he  supported  faithfully  on  purely  political  is- 
sues, though  he  was  strongly  inclined  to  Prohi- 
bition principles.  He  was  generous  to  religious 
enterprises,  supporting  both  the  old  Pleasant 
Grove  M.  E.  Church  and  the  Church  of  God, 
whose  houses  of  worship  stood  on  land  taken 
from  the  Houser  farm  and  donated  by  him,  the 
latter  still  remaining. 

On  June  28,  i860,  Mr.  Houser  married  Flor- 
inda  L.  Graham,  who  was  bom  Jan.  28,  iSu^^, 
daughter  of  Robert  Graham  and  sister  of 
Robert  (Jr.)  and  Alexander  Graham,  men- 
tion of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Her  birthplace  almost  adjoined  the 
Houser  farm,  where  all  her  married  life  was 
passed,  and  where  she  died  Feb.  1 5,  1909,  sur- 
viving her  husband  several  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  a  large  family,  namely :  Mary 
Elizabeth,  bom  April  i,  1861,  was  married  in 
1881  to  A.  B.  Hultz;  Maggie  J.,  bom  Nov.  i, 
1865,  married  Joseph  T.  Foster ;  Etta  Gertmde, 
born  Feb.  20,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  D.  H. 
Smith,  of  Miilbrook,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa. ;  George 
W.,  bom  on  May  T2,  1871,  is  an  oil  operator 
on  Bully  Hill,  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  and 
is  fully  mentioned  elsewhere;  Fred  P.  was 
bom  May  21,  1874;  Catherine  Alice,  bom 
Sept.  17,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Fos- 
ter, mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  woiic ;  Maude, 
born  March  16,  1878,  died  young;  Charles  A. 
was  bom  Jan.  30,  1881. 
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Charles  A.  Houser,  bom  Jan.  30,  1881,  is 
now  the  owner  of  his  father's  home  place, 
where  practically  all  his  life  has  been  passed. 
In  his  boyhood  he  was  allowed  the  best  educa- 
tional advantages  the  neighborhood  afforded, 
and  he  was  well  prepared  for  farm  work  un- 
der the  guidance  of  his  father,  who  turned  the 
responsibility  over  to  him  when  he  was  but 
sixteen  years  old  because  of  poor  health.  When 
eighteen  years  old,  however,  he  turned  to  other 
occupation  for  a  time,  dressing  tools,  drilling, 
etc.,  acquiring  experience  which  has  been  of 
great  value  to  him  in  his  later  enterprises. 
Now,  in  addition  to  general  farming,  he  oper- 
ates six  oil  wells  on  his  land  and  also  does 
teaming  for  three  leases,  being  kept  constantly 
busy  in  the  management  of  his  various  inter- 
ests. He  is  also  holding  the  office  of  road  su- 
pervisor, in  which  he  has  served  four  years, 
with  two  years  of  his  present  term  remaining, 
but  he  manages  to  take  care  of  all  his  duties 
efficiently,  and  he  enjoys  recreations  such  as 
ball  games  and  hunting,  having  himself  been 
an  enthusiastic  ball  player  some  years  ago. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Prohibi- 
tion party.  He  attends  the  Church  of  God  and 
contributes  toward  its  support.  One  of  his 
cherished  possessions  is  the  old  family  Bible, 
with  the  Houser  records. 

On  Dec.  25,  1906,  Mr.  Houser  was  married 
to  Edna  May  Snyder,  who  was  bom  Jan.  13, 
1890,  in  Franklin,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Ida  (Kiscadden)  Snyder,  the  former  born 
and  reared  in  Victory  township,  this  county, 
at  the  mouth  of  Sandy  creek.  He  is  engaged 
as  a  mechanic  in  Franklin.  Three  children 
have  been  bom  to  this  marriage,  as  follows: 
Harold,  Nov.  9,  1907;  Bredin,  Feb.  24,  1910; 
Mildred  Lavine,  Feb.  23,  191 2. 

WILLIAM  D.  BUNCE  is  the  leading  busi- 
ness man  at  Franklin  in  his  line,  which  he  has 
L»een  following  for  some  thirty-five  years  with 
gratifyiri!  success.  His  patrons  are  found 
among  the  most  exacting  class  of  builders  ind 
householders  in  and  around  the  city,  where  he 
has  the  reputation  of  bein^  a  foremost  repre- 
sentative of  his  trade,  havmg  no  superior  for 
skill  in  installing  plumbing  and  heating  appli- 
ances. Mr.  Bunce  is  a  man  of  progressive  na- 
ture, thoroughljr  alive  to  the  constant  changes 
going  on  in  living  and  business  conditions, 
j)articularly  those  relating  to  his  own  branch, 
whose  importance  has  never  been  so  much  ap- 
preciated as  in  these  days.  He  has  been  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Franklin,  where  he  was 
bom  April  23,  1861,  and  is  of  the  third  gen- 
eration of  his  family  in  Venango  county,  where 


the  Bunces  have  been  established  since  the 
pioneer  period. 

Leonard  Bunce,  grandfather  of  William  D. 
Bunce,  came  from  Hartford,  Conn.  Before 
settling  in  this  county  he  spent  some  time  in 
New  York  State,  near  Buffalo,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  he  made  a  permanent  loca- 
tion at  Franklin  in  an  early  day,  he  and  his 
wife  both  ending  their  days  here.  He  married 
Almina  Carpenter,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Maria,  wife  of  P. 
T.  Ridgeway;  Franklin;  Jerusha;  Lucinda, 
Mrs." Fred  Hamilton;  Hamilton;  Susan,  Mrs. 
G.  A.  Walker ;  and  Esther,  Mrs.  John  Squire. 

Franklin  Bunce,  father  of  William  D. 
Bunce,  was  bom  Dec.  31,  1821,  and  died  May 
26,  1868.  He  was  best  known  as  Squire 
Bunce,  having  served  many  years  as  justice 
*of  the  peace  of  the  Second  ward  of  Franklin, 
and  had  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  city  and 
surrounding  country.  Being  on  the  ground 
during  the  early  days  of  the  oil  excitement,  he 
was  drawn  into  the  business  and  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  producers,  continuing  in  this  line 
for  a  considerable  period.  Later  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  attended  to  his 
official  duties  with  the  same  conscientiousness 
and  ability  which  marked  his  other  activities. 
On  Nov.  18,  1847,  Mr.  Bunce  married  Mary 
Butler,  who  was  bom  Nov.  18,  1824,  an()  died 
April  14,  1865.  They  are  buried  in  the  Frank- 
lin cemetery.  They  had  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Adeline  A.,  born  Aug.  25,  1848, 
married  Dr.  Albert  Kolb,  a  dentist,  of  Franklin, 
and  died  when  about  thirty  years  old ;  John  H., 
born  in  1851,  died  in  1899;  Almina,  bom  May 
I,  1855,  died  in  1899,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Woodroflfe;  William  D.  completes  the  family. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Butler)  Bunce  was  a  daughter 
of  Elihu  Butler  and  granddaughter  of  James 
and  Esther  Butler,  who  were  bom  Sept.  8, 
1754,  and  Oct.  23,  1759,  respectively.  The 
latter  couple  had  children  bom  as  follows: 
Daniel  Oct.  7,  1779:  Jane,  Nov.' 11,  178 1 ; 
Annie,  Dec.  13,  1783 ;  Donsmith,  Dec.  16,  1785 ; 
Solomon,  May  28,  1788:  Cyms,  April  i,  1791 ; 
David,  June  23,  1793:  Elihu,  June  21,  1796; 
Jessie  G.,  Sept.  16,  1800;  Nathaniel,  Oct.  30, 
1802 ;  Alfonzo  E.,  Aug.  2,  1805. 

Elihu  Butler's  children  were:  Mary,  bom 
Nov.  18,  1824;  Esther,  born  Sept.  8,  1828; 
Joseph,  bom  Sept.  10,  1829;  Dundas,  bom 
Sept.  19,  1830;  and  Eleanora.  born  Oct.  24, 

1833- 

William  D.  Bunce  was  born  April  23,  1861, 
and  was  reared  at  Franklin,  where  his  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  public  schools.     He 
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first  found  employment  in  the  llanna  brick- 
yard, where  he  remained  but  a  short  time, 
afterward  clerking  for  two  years  before  he 
began  his  apprenticeship  at  the  plumber's  trade. 
He  learned  the  business  with  his  older  brother 
John,  who  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Qark 
&  Bunce,  entering  their  employ  in  1882.  The 
original  firm  was  dissolved  in  1887,  after  which 
he  worked  for  his  brother  until  the  latter  died, 
in  1899,  from  which  time  the  business  has  been 
continued  by  William  D.  Bunce.  He  has  built 
up  a  large  patronage,  and  now  keeps  several 
men  employed  regularly,  handling  a  large  stock 
of  plumbing  and  heating  appliances  and  tak- 
ing contracts  for  placing  such  work,  a  large 
share  of  the  best  local  business  coming  into  his 
hands.  His  establishment  is  at  No.  37  Thir- 
teenth street.  Mr.  Bunce  has  kept  up  to  date 
with  the  scientific  developments  of  his  business, ' 
and  is  qualified  to  give  the  best  possible  ser\'- 
ice,  a  fact  well  recognized  by  those  who  have 
had  dealings  with  him.  He  is  well  known  in 
fraternal  circles  as  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  Woodmen  of  the  World,  which  latter  body 
he  has  served  some  years  in  the  capacity  of 
trustee  of  the  local  organization.  His  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Bunce  married  Juliet  Kilpatrick,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Kilpatrick,  of  Clintonville.  one  of 
the  pioneer  residents  of  southern  Venango 
county.  Two  children  have  been  bom  to  this 
union,  the  eldest,  William  Leonard,  dying  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years;  John  Howe, 
bom  Feb.  26,  1892,  married  Eva  Bacon,  and 
has  one  son,  John  Howe  3d,  bom  Jan.  10, 
1918.  John  H.  Bunce  2d  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  business  until  he  joined  the  United 
States  army,  in  September,  191 7,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  D,  30Sth  Ammunition  Train, 
at  present  stationed  in  France.    * 

WILLIAM  E.  BROSANG  (deceased)  oc- 
cupied a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  in  Sugarcreek  township,  where 
he  resided  for  over  forty  years.  He  was  well 
and  favorably  known  all  over  Venango  coun- 
ty, having  settled  here  in  the  sixties,  and  in 
his  prime  figured  prominently  in  the  public 
service  besides  attaining  recognition  for  his 
substantial  achievements.  Mr.  Broscng  led 
a  worthy  life,  and  richly  deserved  both  the 
worldly  prosperity  which  rewarded  his  ex- 
ertions and  the  deference  through  which  his 
associates  expressed  their  appreciation  of  his 
fine  qualities.  As  a  moral  and  intellectual 
force  he  has  been  missed  in  every  activity  m- 
cident  to  public  and  social  life  in  his  com- 
munity. 


Mr.  Brosang  was  born  May  4,  1833,  ^^  ^^ 
Kingdom  of  Hanover,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Germany,  whence  he  came  to 
America  in  1856,  arriving  at  New  York  Feb. 
7th.  In  1864  he  married,  and  during  the  next 
few  years  resided  in  New  Yoric  City,  conduct- 
ing a  grocery  store  on  Third  Avenue.  One 
of  his  friends  induced  him  to  come  to  western 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  activities  in  the  oil 
fields  had  made  business  brisk,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1865  he  located  at  Pithole,  \^enango 
county,  one  of  the  busiest  centers  of  the  oil 
industry,  where  he  built  and  opened  tfie 
**Amencan  Hotel."  He  had  no  reason  for 
disappointment  in  the  outcome  as  a  business 
venture,  but  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever  and  returned  to  New  York,  and  during 
his  absence  there  Pithole  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  After  recovering  he  sold  his  interests 
there  and  removed  to  Franklin,  where  he 
found  employment  at  the  "New  York  Hotel/' 
which  stood  on  the  site  subsequently  occupied 
by  the  Woodbum  wholesale  store.  He  re- 
mained at  the  hotel  until  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1866,  and  then  turned  to  market  gar- 
dening for  a  short  time,  on  a  location  in  the 
Third  ward.  Leaving  the  Third  ward  in  1866, 
he  leased  what  is  now  known  as  the  County 
Farm.  This  place  being  sold,  he  moved  to 
the  old  Brown  farm  near  Sugarcreek  station, 
but  becoming  discontented  Mr.  Brosang  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  he  workwl  as 
a  merchant  for  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  H. 
Bmns.  In  1870  he  came  back  to  Franklin 
and  bought  the  farm  of  186  acres  in  Sugar- 
creek township  on  which  he  resided  until  his 
death,  since  when  Mrs.  Brosang  has  left  its 
management  to  her  son,  E.  H.,  and  son-in-law, 
E.  M.  Cauvel.  When  it  came  into  Mr.  Bro- 
sang's  possession  it  was  almost  entirely  un- 
improved, but  it  became  a  valuable  property 
under  his  intelligent  care,  developed  espe- 
cially for  dairying,  in  which  line  he  was  very 
successful.  In  the  course  of  his  active  years 
he  cleared  his  land,  erected  a  good  house  and 
suitable  farm  buildings,  acquired  a  model 
equipment  for  general  agricultural  purposes, 
and  sank  seven  oil  wells  which  augmented  his 
income  very  considerably.  Though  a  conserv- 
ative worker  he  was  never  dilator}'  about  re- 
vising his  methods,  and  he  pursued  his  under- 
takins:s  with  an  assiduous  energy  which  could 
not  fail  to  get  results,  his  laborious  and  pa- 
tient handiwork  being  evidenced  in  the  ap- 
pearance and  productiveness  of  his  land.  Mr. 
Brosang  had  decided  opinions  regarding  pub- 
lic matters,  and  a  keen  comprehension  of  the 
value  of  good  government,  which  he  demon- 
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strated  very  capably  in  a  term  as  county  com- 
missioner, having  been  elected  to  that  office 
in  1884.  His  associates  were  J.  T.  Wallace 
and  Mr.  Larue.  During  his  term  the  bridges 
at  Oil  City  and  Petroleum  were  built  or  re- 
modeled, and  other  important  matters  received 
due  attention.  He  also  served  his  township 
as  road  commissioner  and  school  director,  in 
which  capacities  he  was  ever  vigilant  in  the 
best  interests  of  all  concerned.  Though  a 
Democrat  in  political  sentiment  he  always  held 
the  rights  of  the  people  superior  to  party  dom- 
ination, and  voted  as  he  thought  best.  Honest 
and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  he  was  a  true 
friend  and  loyal  neighbor.  But  only  those 
who  were  acquainted  with  Mr.  Brosang 
through  close  association  and  enjoyed  his 
friendship  know  of  his  many  good  traits  of 
fellowship.  He  was  an  honor  to  his  family, 
to  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  to 
the  country,  for  he  left  it  better  than  he  found 
it.  Mr.  Brosang  died  at  his  farm  home  in 
Suerarcreek  township  Aug.  6,  191 2,  a  few  days 
following  a  paralytic  stroke — the  third  in  a 
period  of  seven  years.  He  is  buried  in  Frank- 
lin cemetery.  His  early  religious  training  was 
in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  continued  to 
support  the  old  church  of  that  denomination 
here,  but  he  had  long  attended  the  Methodist 
Church. 

On  Feb.  7,  1864.  Mr.  Brosang  married 
Christina  Bruns,  then  nineteen  years  of  age, 
who  survives  him.  She  was  bom  at  Ham- 
burg. Germany,  and  six  months  before  her 
marriage  came  to  America.  Of  the  six  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  two  died  in  infancy, 
the  survivors  being:  Edward  H. ;  Minnie, 
Mrs.  Ernest  M.  Cauvel,  living  on  the  home 
farm  in  Sugarcreek  township;  Daisy,  Mrs. 
P.  M.  Sample,  of  Oil  City ;  and  Bertha,  Mrs. 
Andrew  Black,  of  Oil  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brosang  were  well  suited  for  congenial  com- 
panionship, her  aims  being  ever  in  accord  with 
his.  His  progressive  ideas  always  had  her 
full  sympathy,  and  she  continues  her  interest 
in  matters  affecting  the  general  welfare  wtih 
as  much  zest  as  ever. 

Edward  H.  Brosang,  only  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  E.  Brosang,  was  born  Dec.  2^, 
1867,  in  Venango  county,  and  was  reared  on 
the  farm  in  Sugarcreek  township.  He  had 
the  best  advantages  afforded  by  the  local 
schools,  and  was  carefully  trained  in  farm  du- 
ties by  his  father,  with  whom  he  always 
worked.  The  cultivation  of  the  farm  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  himself  and  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Cauvel,  who  have  continued  the  work 
along  the  lines  chosen  by  his  father,  making 
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a  specialty  of  dairying.  The  dairy  herd  num- 
bers forty  head  of  Holsteins  and  Jerseys.  Mr. 
Brosang  bears  the  same  reputation  his  father 
enjoyed  as  an  ambitious  worker  and  valuable 
citizen. 

JOHN  MORRISON  MOHR,  at  present 
representing  the  Seventh  ward  of  Oil  City  in 
the  council,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city 
from  1863,  since  which  year  he  and  his  father, 
in  turn,  have  conducted  a  barber  shop  there, 
most  of  the  time  at  his  present  location.  He 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1859,  at  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland Co.,  Pa.,  where  his  father,  George 
C.  Mohr,  lived  for  several  years  prior  to  his 
removal  to  Oil  City. 

George  C.  Mohr  was  bom  March  25,  1834, 
in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  where  he  was 
reared,  coming  to  America  when  twelve  years 
old  with  his  parents.  Craft  and  Mary  (Win- 
ters) Mohr,  who  were  from  Bedingen,  Hesse- 
Darmstadt.  Craft  Mohr  was  a  cabinetmaker 
by  calling,  and  for  some  years  had  a  furniture 
store  in  New  York  City.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Lutheran  cemeter>'  at  Williamsburg  (Brook- 
lyn). N.  Y.,  where  his  wife,  two  daughters  and 
one  son  are  also  interred.  They  were  Lutherans 
in  religious  belief.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craft  Mohr 
had  the  following  children:  John,  now  de- 
ceased, who  married  Caroline  Frank;  George 
C. ;  Mina,  Mrs.  John  Kohlhepp ;  Henry,  who 
married  Mary  Russell ;  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Conrad 
Mai.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Craft  Mohr  never 
came  to  this  country,  her  father  working  as  a 
shoemaker  all  his  life  at  Bedingen,  Hesse- 
Darmstadt.  Her  mother's  death  was  caused  by 
a  stroke.  They  were  Lutherans  in  religion. 
Two  of  their  children  came  to  America  besides 
Mary  (Mrs.  Mohr),  John  and  Louis. 

George  C.  Mohr,  as  {Previously  stated,  was 
twelve  years  old  when  he  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  after  a  voyage  of  forty  days* 
in  the  German  sailing  vessel  "Morning  Star," 
from  Antwerp  to  New  York.  After  two  years 
spent  at  bakery  work  in  New  York  City  he 
went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  found  employe 
ment  in  the  barber  shop  in  the  old  Exchange 
building,  and  he  subsequently  worked  as  a  bar- 
ber in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  for*  M.  Hoffman,  on 
North  Queen  street,  when  \^on  Conners  tavern 
was  there.  He  returned  to  New  York,  and 
remained  at  home  until  after  his  mother's 
death,  when  he  left  with  the  intention  of  going 
to  New  Orleans,  but  he  located  at  Pittsburgh 
instead  and  from  there  went  to  Kittanning, 
Pa.,  where  he  spent  a  few  years.  In  1856  he 
removed  to  Greensburg,  all  this  time  following 
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his  trade,  and  in  October,  1861,  he  enHsted  in 
Company  F,  nth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, under  Col.  Richard  Coulter  (**Fight- 
ing  Dick"),  his  regiment  being  assigned  to  the 
2d  Division,  ist  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  in  that  association  fighting  under  Generals 
McDowell  and  Banks.  Later  it  was  assigned 
to  the  5th  Army  Corps.  Mr.  Mohr  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Rap- 
pahannock, Cedar  Mountain,  Second  Bull 
Run  and  Fredericksburg.  At  the  latter  place 
he  became  afflicted  with  scurvy,  and  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability  in  February, 
1863,  returning  to  Greensburg.  In  April  of 
that  year  he  removed  to  Oil  City  and  opened  a 
small  shop  in  the  Third  w^ard,  having  but  one 
chair,  and  his  family  came  here  to  live  Oct.  9, 
1863.  In  1865  or  1866  he  took  charge  of  the 
"Union  House"  on  Main  street,  changing  its 
name  to  "Westmoreland  Hotel";  later  con- 
ducted a  restaurant  on  old  Ferry  street;  then 
the  "St.  Charles  Hotel,"  which  stood  on  the 
present  site  of  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  depot;  and 
he  once  had  a  grocery  store  where  the  National 
Transit  Company's  building  now  stands.  He 
also  engaged  m  the  oil  producing  business,  hav- 
ing interests  at  Pithole  and  the  Diamond  Farm. 
When  the  Allegheny  Valley  railroad  reached 
Oil  City  he  was  conducting  a  hotel  called  **The 
Valley  House,"  situated  in  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  Hill  Baking  Company,  at  the 
comer  of  Walnut  and  East  Second  streets. 
Leaving  "The  Valley  House"  he  again  returned 
to  his  trade,  operating  barber  shops  in  various 
parts  of  the  town,  including  one  on  the  site 
where  the  Derrick  building  now  stands,  and 
another  on  the  first  floor  of  the  old  "Tremont 
House"  on  Spring  street,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  carried  on  his  business  in  the  Bor- 
land block,  at  the  comer  of  Sycamore  and 
Spring  streets,  finally  selling  out  in  1881  to  his 
son  John  M.  Mohr,  who  still  carries  on  busi- 
ness at  the  old  stand.  Mr.  George  C.  Mohr  has 
since  lived  retired,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  though  feeble,  he  is  still  able  to  take 
his  daily  walks  from  his  home  on  East  Front 
street  to  the  old  shop.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  joined 
the  order  in  Kittanning  in  1855,  was  a  charter 
member  of  Good  Hope  Lutheran  Church,  and 
has  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party 
in  politics,  having  served  as  election  inspector. 
He  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  has  two  grand- 
sons serving  in  France  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces,  Capt.  Louis  A.  Mohr, 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  First  Lieut.  Homer 
M.  Mohr,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Mohr  married  Mary  Jamison,  daughter 


of  Archibald  Jamison,  and  she  died  May  i, 
1894,  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Mary  Belle,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
George  Simmonds ;  Henry  K.,  of  Oil  City,  who 
married  Mary  Reed ;  John  Morrison ;  William, 
a  resident  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  Nettie,  living  at 
home ;  and  George  McClellan  and  Charles,  who 
died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Mohr  and  her  daugh- 
ter Mary  (Mrs.  Simmonds)  are  buried  in 
Grove  Hill  cemetery. 

John  M.  Mohr  attended  public  school  in 
Oil  City,  and  when  a  youth  learned  the  printer's 
trade,  be^nning  his  apprenticeship  in  the  office 
of  the  Oil  City  Bulletin,  and  later  working  on 
the  Derrick,  and  the  Tidioute  CommerciaL  But 
he  had  been  assisting  his  father  from  an  early 
age  and  also  learned  the  barber  business  thor- 
oughly. After  working  with  his  father  oflF  and 
on  until  nineteen  years  old  he  went  to  Pitts- 
burgh and  took  employment  as  a  barber,  later 
spending  some  time  in  New  York  City,  where 
his  last  position  was  in  the  old  "Astor  House.'* 
Coming  back  to  Oil  City  in  1881  he  bought 
his  father's  shop,  and  has  since  continued  the 
business  at  the  same  location,  now  one  of  the 
best  known  stands  in  this  section.  He  has  been 
active  in  local  politics  and  social  organizations, 
belonging  to  Petrolia  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Lodge 
No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F.  (which  he  joined  over 
thirty  years  ago)  ;  Oil  City  Tent,  No.  21,  K.  O. 
T.  M.,  in  which  he  has  held  membership  for 
more  than  thirty  years;  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters,  with  which  he  has  been 
affiliated  for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  was  for- 
merly a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
Mr.  Mohr  has  the  honor  of  serving  his  third 
term  as  alderman  from  the  Seventh  ward, 
having  first  been  elected  April  19,  1906.  His 
long  retention  in  the  office  is  sufficient  comment 
upon  the  satisfaction  which  his  services  have 
given,  and  it  is  to  his  credit  that  he  has  been 
identified  with  progressive  legislation  through- 
out. 

Mr.  *Mohr  married  Caroline  E.  Mohr,  who 
was  bom  March  17,  1855,  in  New  York  City, 
and  they  have  three  sons:  Charles  F.,  bom 
Sept.  23,  1882,  is  chief  line  boss  for  the  Bur- 
mah  Oil  Company,  located  at  Magwe  in  Upper 
Burmah,  India ;  he  married  Aurie  L.  Prentice, 
and  they  have  two  children,  George  Elmer 
and  Yoma  Eloise.  John  D.,  bom  Sept.  23, 
1883,  is  engaged  as  dispatcher  and  general  as- 
sistant in  the  office  of  the  Northern  Pipe  Lines 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ;  he  married  Emma  Jane 
Wooden,  of  Wakeman,  Ohio,  and  has  one 
child,  Donald.  Homer  M.,  bom  Sept.  23,  1885, 
a  linotype  setter  in  the  government  printing 
plant  at  Washington,  D.  C,  was  formerly  a 
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member  of  the  ist  Battery,  National  Guard, 
District  of  Columbia,  and  is  now  first  lieutenant 
and  supply  officer  with  the  iioth  Field  Artil- 
lery, recently  at  Camp  McClellan,  Anniston, 
Ala.,  now  in  service  m  France;  he  married 
Jessie  Wills,  of  Warren,  Ohio,  and  they  have 
a  daughter,  Jeannette  Caroline,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Mohr  are 
members  of  Good  Hope  Lutheran  Church  of 
Oil  City,  with  which  the  Mohrs  have  been 
associated  since  its  establishment. 

John  Mohr,  father  of  Mrs.  Caroline  E. 
(Mohr)  Mohr,  was  bom  in  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  Aug.  14,  1832,  and  died  Aug.  22, 
1896,  in  New  York  City.  He  came  to  America 
in  1848,  the  voyage  to  New  York  taking  forty 
days,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  New 
Y'ork  City.  For  some  years  he  was  a  clerk  in 
the  Brooks  shoe  store  on  Broadway,  where  his 
services  were  specially  valuable  because  of  his 
familiarity  with  the  German  language,  and 
later  he  worked  for  Bixby,  on  Astor  Place, 
eventually  engaging  in  the  hotel  business,  which 
he  was  followmg  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  nth  Regiment,  New 
York  Militia,  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  in  which  he  was  greatly  in- 
terested. He  served  as  judge  of  election.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Caroline  Frank, 
was  bom  Dec.  28,  1832,  at  Mannheim,  Ger- 
many, where  her  parents  spent  their  lives,  her 
father  owning  and  operating  a  sand  bank  there. 
Her  father  died  when  seventy-nine  years  old, 
and  her  aged  mother  subsequently  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  her  home  destroyed  by  fire; 
she  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
They  are  buried  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at 
their  old  home.  Of  their  children,  two  daugh- 
ters and  one  son  (Henry)  died  in  Germany. 
Mrs.  John  Mohr  was  fifteen  years  old  when 
she  came  here,  and  died  Oct.  i,  1882,  aged 
forty-nine  years.  She  is  buried  with  her  hus- 
band in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at  Middle  Vil- 
lage, on  Long  Island.  They  were  Lutherans 
in  religious  faith.  Of  their  two  children, 
Caroline  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Morrison  Mohr, 
of  Oil  City,  Pa.;  William  M.,  bom  June  11, 
i860,  now  engaged  as  a  painter  in  Oil  City, 
Pa.,  married  Ora  Boals. 

JOHN  BERNARD  ELLIOTT  is  conduct- 
ing an  old-established  business  at  Franklin 
founded  by  his  father,  the  late  James  K. 
Elliott,  with  whom  he  was  associated  from  boy- 
hood, and  like  his  brothers  is  living  up  to  the 
traditions  of  a  name  long  respected  in  Venango 
county.  The  Elliotts  have  been  identified  with 
the  making  of  history  here  through  an  ex- 


tended period,  honored  fof  their  usefulness  in 
public  and  private  life,  and  noted  for  thrift 
in  their  material  enterprises. 

Robert  Elliott,  the  great-grandfather  of  John 
B.  Elliott,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came 
to  this  section  from  the  eastern  part  of.  Penn- 
sylvania, presumably  the  vicinity  of  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  county.  After  living  in  and 
around  Franklin  several  years  he  settled  at  the 
mouth  of  Hemlock  creek,  in  President  town- 
ship, built  the  first  mill  in  that  part  of  Venango 
county,  and  also  carried  on  farming,  his  prin- 
cipal occupation  through  life.  He  was  a  lead- 
ing resident  of  that  section  for  many  years. 
The  remainder  of  his  days  was  spent  there, 
and  he  and  his  wife,  with  several  other  mem- 
bers of  their  family,  are  buried  in  a  small  in- 
closed graveyard  in  the  village  of  President. 
Robert  Elliott  married  Rebecca  Fleming,  who 
like  himself  was  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage,  and 
of  the  children  born  to  them  seven  grew  to 
maturity :  David,  who  died  in  the  West ;  San- 
derson, who  died  in  Venango  county ;  William ; 
Robert,  who  made  his  home  in  President  town- 
ship, and  died  at  Franklin;  Mary,  Mrs.  Robert 
Harper;  Martha,  Mrs.  John  Lamb;  and 
George,  who  died  in  Peoria,  Illinois. 

William  Elliott,  the  second  son  of  Robert 
Elliott,  was  bom  Jan.  25,  1803,  on  what  became 
subsequently  known  as  the  James  Russell  farm 
in  the  present  limits  of  President  township. 
He  was  reared  there,  and  his  opportunities 
were  of  course  limited,  but  he  had  an  active 
mind  and  much  practical  sense,  and  he  was  al- 
ways regarded  amon^  his  associates  as  a  man 
of  remarkable  intelligence.  When  a  young 
man  he  went  into  business  at  Franklin  as  a 
merchant,  and  was  so  occupied  until  in  1849 
he  became  interested  in  the  Franklin  foundry 
at  French  creek,  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Elliott  & 
Epley.  Meantime  he  also  acquired  prominence 
as  a  county  official.  When  only  twenty-six 
years  old,  in  1829,  he  was  elected  county  com- 
missioner, which  office  he  held  for  one  term, 
three  years.  For  two  years,  1844  and  1845, 
he  served  as  county  treasurer;  and  in  1854  he 
was  elected  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  the 
courts,  taking  the  oath  of  office  Dec.  4th  of 
that  year.  He  died  at  Franklin  July  20,  1857, 
before  the  completion  of  his  term,  and  at  the 
time  was  a  candidate  for  reelection.  He  is 
buried  in  Franklin  cemetery.  Politically  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  an  influential  party 
worker  practically  from  the  time  he  attained 
his  majority.  In  all  his  responsibilities,  whether 
those  of  his  own  business  ventures  or  the 
larger  interests  affecting  the  whole  community, 
he  was  uniformly  careful,  judicious  and  hon- 
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orable.  He  was  not  a  member  of  church,  but 
shortly  before  his  death  he  acted  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  school,  and 
he  always  supported  and  encouraged  religious 
enterprises.  His  parents  were  members  of  the 
Seceder  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1835  William  Elliott  was  married  to  Mary 
Kinnear,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Col.  James 
Kinnear,  the  latter  a  native  of  Scotland  and  an 
early  and  prominent  resident  of  Franklin, 
where  he  owned  the  leading  hotel  of  the  period, 
known  as  the  "Kinnear  House."  Colonel  Kin- 
near's  wife  was  of  Dutch  parentage.  Of  the 
seven  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott, 
six  grew  up,  namely:  Jane  Hale,  who  married 
Col.  John  H.  Cain,  and  resides  at  Franklin; 
James  K.,  father  of  John  B.  Elliott;  Robert 
Fleming,  deceased;  William  D.;  Thomas  H., 
deceased ;  and  Edward  C.  The  four  sons  last 
named  were  for  some  time  associated  in  busi- 
ness as  members  of  the  firm  of  Elliott  Brothers, 
dealers  in  hardware,  coal  and  oil  well  supplies. 
All  continued  to  reside  in  Franklin  except  Ed- 
ward C,  who  was  for  some  years  at  Liege, 
Belp^um,  in  the  interest  of  the  Anglo-American 
Oxide  Company,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Orangeburg,  N.  Y.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  May  5,  1905. 

James  K.  Elliott,  second  son  of  William 
Elliott,  was  bom  Sept.  13,  1841,  and  died  Oct. 
3,  1910,  at  Franklin,  after  a  well  spent  life. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  plumber  and  tinner, 
which  he  followed  for  over  twenty-five  years  at 
Franklin,  where  he  was  also  active  in  public 
matters.  Ehiring  the  Civil  war  he  served  four 
years  in  the  Union  army,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany I,  I42d  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  was 
wounded  once,  in  the  left  forearm.  For  sev- 
eral terms  he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council 
of  Franklin,  in  that  capacity  showing  excellent 
judgment  and  a  conscientious  regard  for  the 
wishes  of  those  he  represented.  On  political 
questions  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  religious 
connection  was  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  was  a  well  known  member  of  Lodge  No. 
255,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  which  he  ser\'ed  as  financial 
secretary  for  nineteen  years. 

For  his  first  wife  James  K.  Elliott  married 
Maria  Louise  DeLeschanda,  a  native  of  France, 
bom  near  Lorine,  who  died  Feb.  8,  1882,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-eight  years,  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  six 
of  whom  survived  her.  Fredrick  L.  died  Jan. 
7,  1896,  when  past  twentj-eight  years  old; 
George  Washington  died  in  Febmary,  1893, 
when  almost  twenty-three  years  old ;  Florence 
Jane  is  also  deceased:  William  H.  survives; 
James  K.,  Jr.,  died  Sept.  8,  1875,  when  four- 


teen months  old,  at  St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  Co., 
Pa. ;  Thomas  St.  Clair  and  Jolui  B.  complete 
the  family.  Nearly  five  years  after  the 
mother's  death  the  father  remarried,  his  second 
union  being  with  Anna  D.  Gates,  from  near 
Cooperstown,  Venango  county.  They  had  no 
children. 

John  Bernard  Elliott  was  bom  Jan.  4,  1881, 
at  the  town  of  Clarion,  Qarion  Co.,  Pa.  He 
grew  up  in  Venango  county,  receiving  a  thor- 
ough common  school  education,  and  wtis 
trained  for  business  in  his  father's  employ,  be- 
ing well  groimded  in  all  the  details  of  the  tin- 
ning trade  by  practical  experience.  When  his 
father  died  he  continued  to  carry  on  the  trade, 
having  a  large  patronage  in  and  around  Frank- 
lin and  ample  equipment  for  taking  care  of  any 
kind  of  work  in  his  line.  Mr.  Elliott  is  him- 
self a  competent  workman,  and  keeps  up-to- 
date  in  matters  pertaining  to  his  business,  as- 
suring his  patrons  the  best  service  possible. 
Personally  he  has  attained  good  standing  wher- 
ever known,  having  the  friendly  esteem  of  his 
associates  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  is  a 
past  officer  of  Lodge  No.  255,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and 
is  now  serving  as  financial  secretary  of  that 
organization,  having  succeeded  to  that  position 
upon  his  father's  death.  He  is  the  present  city 
treasurer  of  Franklin,  having  been  elected  to 
that  office  by  the  city  council  Jan.  7,  19 18, 
for  a  term  of  two  years. 

^Ir.  Elliott  married  Mae  Shoup,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Jennie  E.  (Pierce)  Shoup  and 
granddaughter  of  Bamey  Shoup,  mention  of 
whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  woric. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  have  no  children. 

R.  \  INCENT  ATWELL  is  a  weU-to-do 
farmer  in  Scrubgrass  township,  his  property- 
lying  half  a  mile  north  of  the  town  of  Lisbon 
and  including  part  of  his  father's  old  home- 
stead, the  family  having  long  been  favorably 
known  in  this  vicinity.  As  a  typical  representa- 
tive of  his  name  he  ranks  with  its  most  esti- 
mable citizens,  his  high  standing  being  a  de- 
ser\^ed  tribute  to  his  substantial  character  and 
well  spent  life. 

Mr.  Atwell  was  bom  on  his  present  farm, 
July  16,  1877.  son  of  Robert  J.  and  Phebe 
(Scott)  Atwell,  his  mother  belonging  to  a  re- 
spected family  of  whom  mention  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  wprk.  Robert  J.  Atwell  was 
a  native  of  Mercer  township,  Butler  Co.,  Pa., 
born  April  12,  1837.  and  was  a  boy  when  his 
father  died.  He  leamed  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
beginning  his  apprenticeship  when  sixteen 
years  old  with  Joshua  Griffin,  who  lived  a  mile 
north  of  the  home  of  his   future  wife,  and 
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though  he  was  a  competent  fanner  and  ac- 
quired valuable  farm  lands  continued  his  me- 
chanical work  also  until  he  was  past  seventy. 
Mr.  Atwell  moved  to  Scrubgrass  township, 
Venango  county,  in  the  year  1855,  and  most  of 
the  barns  put  up  in  that  section  in  his  day  were 
of  his  construction,  his  reputation  for  sub- 
stantial framin|^  bringing  him  plenty  of  occu- 
pation of  this  kmd.  Having  bought  part  of  the 
Scott  farm,  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  located  seven 
miles  west  of  the  borough  of  Emlenton,  he'lived 
and  died  there,  improvmg  the  property  greatly 
by  his  industry  and  skill.  He  built  the  present 
dwelling  there.  He  usually  selected  the  timber 
for  his  building  operations  in  the  woods,  and 
cut  it  himself.  A  man  active  mentally  as  well 
as  physically,  he  took  an  influential  part  m  local 
affairs,  serving  twenty-five  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  almost  up  to  the  time  of  his  death ; 
was  identified  with  politics,  originally  as  a 
Democrat,  but  later  as  a  Prohibitionist ;  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Associate  Presby- 
terian Church,  having  been  an  elder  in  the  old 
organization  at  East  Unity  and  later  in  the 
church  at  Lisbon  after  the  congregation  di- 
vided, part  going  to  Eau  Claire,  Butler  county. 

On  Nov.  I,  1859,  Mr.  Atwell  married  Phebe 
Scott;  mention  of  whose  family  appears  else- 
where, and  we  have  the  following  record  of 
their  children:  Olive,  who  married  John 
Weakley,  died  at  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  when 
about  forty  years  old ;  Minnie,  widow  of  Bow- 
man Lockard,  resides  in  Edinboro,  Pa.;  Rev. 
George  is  pastor  of  the  Westminster  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Greensburg,  Pa.;  Mattie  is 
the  wife  of  Earl  D.  Lytle,  of  Scrubgrass  town- 
ship; Ed.,  who  is  a  sawmill  operator,  living 
at  the  old  home,  married  Bessie  P.  L3rtle,  and 
their  children  are  Robert,  Florence  and  Grant ; 
R.  Vincent  is  mentioned  below ;  Charles,  who 
is  a  carpenter,  lives  at  Grove  City,  Pa. ;  Nora 
is  the  wife  oif  James  Heckathom,  of  Scrub- 
grass  township.  Robert  J.  Atwell  died  June 
30,  1912,  his  wife  on  Dec.  7,  1916.  His  mother 
spent  her  last  days  with  him,  dying  at  his  home. 
His  brother  John  was  a  merchant  at  Lisbon, 
where  he  died  in  old  age,  and  where  his  son 
Lee  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising ;  another 
brother,  Perry,  lived  on  an  adjoining  farm 
until  twenty  years  ago,  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  Mercer  county;  a  sister,  Hannah,  married 
William  Forker  and  died  in  Venango  county 
when  a  young  woman. 

R.  Vincent  Atwell  was  reared  at  his  present 
farm,  and  his  education  was  gained  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Under  his 
father's  careful  instruction  he  was  well  trained 
in  both  agriculture  and  carpentry,  and  during 


his  early  manhood  he  went  West  twice,  spend- 
ing a  year  in  Kansas  and  later  a  year  at  Den- 
ver, Colo.,  engaged  in  work  at  his  trade.  Half 
of  the  old  home  place  fell  to  his  share,  and  he 
has  increased  the  area  of  his  farm  by  adding 
seventy  acres  of  the  Scott  farm  adjoining,  the 
latter  being  his  mother's  old  home.  For  a  nimi- 
ber  of  years  he  has  been  devoted  principally 
to  general  farming,  but  for  seventeen  years 
he  also  followed  lumbering  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  Ed.,  meeting  with  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  both  lines.  His  land  is  imder  excellent 
cultivation,  the  intelligent  care  which  it  has 
received  in  his  hands  being  very  evident  in  its 
fertility  and  attractive  appearance.  He  has 
made  good  use  of  lime  fertilizers  and  followed 
approved  modern  methods  systematically,  add- 
ing to  the  prestige  of  the  locality  as  a  farming 
district  while  continuin^^  the  improvement  of 
his  own  acreage  steadily.  He  has  taken  a 
public-spirited  interest  in  the  general  welfare, 
has  served  acceptably  as  road  commissioner 
for  five  years,  and  is  found  on  the  side  of 
progress  on  all  questions  aflFecting  the  good  of 
the  community.  Like  his  father  he  has  been 
a  leading  member  of  the  Associate  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Lisbon,  in  which  he  holds  the 
office  of  deacon,  his  brother  Ed.  Atwell  being 
an  elder. 

On  Nov.  27,  1901,  Mr.  Atwell  was  married 
to  Nellie  May  Lytle,  daughter  of  John  Lytle, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Their  only  child  died  in  infancy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  late  of  Qinton  township, 
resided  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
on  the  fine  farm  two  miles  south  of  Clintonville 
where  his  widow  continues  to  make  her  home, 
and  along  with  its  development  carried  on 
work  in  the  oil  fields,  havmg  been  a  skilled 
carpenter  as  well  as  a  competent  agriculturist. 
Though  he  reached  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years  he  continued  his  activities  as  usual  to 
the  last  day  of  his  life,  and  his  remarkable 
success  was  well  deserved. 

The  first  of  the  Locke  family  of  whom  we 
have  record  is  William  H.  Locke,  grandfather 
of  John  Locke,  who  it  is  supposed  was  bom  in 
Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  and  it  is  Icnown 
^hat  he  was  of  German  origin.  He  moved  to 
Lawrence  county.  Pa.,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years.    By  calling  he  was  a  miller. 

Thomas  Locke,  son  of  William  H.  Locke, 
was  a  native  of  Lawrence  county  and  spent  all 
his  life  there,  dying  in  1444  ^^  ^  comparatively 
early  age.  He  was  principally  engaged  in 
farming  in  Plain  Grove  township.    Politically 
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he  was  a  Whig,  but  he  took  no  part  in  politics 
or  other  public  matters.  Mr.  Locke  married 
Sarah  Fox,  daughter  of  Peter  Fox,  a  farmer 
in  the  same  county,  two  miles  north  of  Plain 
Grove,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  Maiy  married  William 
McCracken,  and  their  children  were  William 
(a  farmer  near  Leesburg,  Pa.,  who  married  a 
Shaw),  Adam  (deceased,  who  married  a 
Crea),  Austin  (a  farmer  near  Leesburg),  and 
three  daughters;  John  is  mentioned  below; 
David,  who  lives  near  Slippery  Rock,  Pa., 
married  Catherine  Rodgers  and  had  children, 
William,  John  (who  married  a  Crees),  Frank 
(who  married  Hattie  Shallowtree),  Roy, 
Ernest,  Catherine  (who  married  Ed.  Crocker) 
and  Dora  (who  married  Harry  Rodgers) ; 
William  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  of  smallpox  Jan.  i,  1863, 
while  home  on  a  veteran  furlough.  The  eldest 
child  was  but  seven  years  old  when  the  father 
died,  and  the  mother  returned  with  her  little 
family  to  her  father's  home,  where  they  were 
reared.  She  survived  her  husband  over  forty 
years,  dying  May  6,  1887,  in  Leesburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Peter  Fox  had  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Joseph,  who  married  a  Miss  Warner,  removed 
to  Iowa,  where  both  died;  David  married 
Rachel  Van  Horn,  and  both  are  deceased; 
Michael  is  deceased;  John  married  a  Miss 
Brian,  and  both  are  deceased ;  Catherine  mar- 
ried Elijah  Morrison,  and  both  are  deceased ; 
Martha  married  William  Reicher  and  both  are 
deceased;  Hannah  married  Robert  Blair; 
Sarah  married  Thomas  Locke. 

John  Locke  was  bom  April  5,  1837,  near 
Plain  Grove,  in  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  and 
from  the  time  of  his  father's  death  lived  at  the 
Fox  home.  Being  the  eldest  of  the  family  he 
took  the  burden  of  his  mother's  support,  begin- 
ning to  work  as  soon  as  he  could  command 
wages,  which  went  to  help  her  and  the  rest  of 
the  family.  He  was  on  his  own  resources  en- 
tirely from  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  was  em- 
ployed as  a  farm  hand  until  he  reached  his 
seventeenth  year,  when  he  started  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  carpenter's  trade,  following  it 
until  he  entered  the  Union  army.  On  Aug.  27, 
1861,  at  Harlansburg,  Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  looth  Pa.  V.  L,  serv- 
ing under  Captain  Bentley  (a  minister),  and 
he  remained  in  the  service  until  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  This  command  was  attached  to 
the  Qth  Reserve  Corps,  and  he  served  with  it 
until  Aug.  3.  1864,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  Company  F,  22d  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  In 
January,  1865,  he  was  discharged  at  Blaine's 


Cross  Roads,  and  reenlisted,  in  his  old  com- 
mand, taking  a  thirty  days'  veteran  furlough 
for  a  visit  home  and  then  returning  to  his 
duties,  receiving  his  final  discharge  in  August, 
1865,  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  His  service  in  the 
field  included  participation  in  the  engagements 
at  Port  Royal,  James  Island,  Bull  Run,  Blue 
Springs,  Jackson,  Campbell  Station,  siege  of 
Knoxville,  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania. 
During  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  was 
wounded  by  a  minie  ball  and  captured,  being 
held  a  prisoner  on  the  field  for  nve  days.  In 
May,  1864,  he  was  sent  to  hospital  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  remaining  there  two  months,  and  in 
the  winter  of  1864  he  was  detailed  to  guard 
prisoners  at  Cambridge,  Ohio. 

Returning  to  Pennsylvania  at  the  termina- 
tion of  his  military  service,  Mr.  Locke  resumed 
farming  and  carpenter  work.  In  July,  1866,  he 
was  married  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Rogers,  and 
they  lived  with  her  parents,  Nathaniel  and 
Catherine  (Boozell)  Rogers,  for  the  next  two 
years,  after  which  Mr.  Locke  followed  his 
trade  for  two  years.  They  again  lived  on 
her  father's  farm,  for  a  period  of  seven  years, 
during  which  time  Mr.  Locke  had  charge  of 
the  property,  Mr.  Rogers  having  become  blind 
and  incapacitated  for  the  work,  and  when  the 
place  was  sold  they  moved  to  Venango  count>', 
this  being  in  1877.  The  Bullion  oil  excitement, 
with  its  prospects  and  possibilities,  brought 
him  hither,  and  he  built  a  number  of  tanks  in 
that  field  while  the  activity  was  at  its  height. 
He  also  farmed  in  connection  with  that  work, 
though  he  did  not  buy  the  property  where  he 
made  his  permanent  home,  the  old  Cannan 
farm,  until  1887.  This  place,  which  comprises 
about  one  hundred  acres,  is  situated  two  miles 
south  of  Qintonville,  and  lies  partly  in  Butler 
county,  and  besides  being  valuable  for  agricul- 
tural purposes  is  in  oil  territory,  the  oil  being 
produced  under  lease ;  three  wells  are  in  opera- 
tion there  now.  Being  a  capable  mechanic. 
Mr.  Locke  was  able  to  do  practically  all  the 
work  on  his  property  in  that  line  as  well  as 
fanning,  and  he  rebuilt  the  dwelling  and  put 
all  the  other  buildings  into  first-class  condition, 
keeping  up  all  the  details  of  his  work  with  true 
thrift  and  regard  for  appearance  as  well  as 
convenience.  Meantime  he  also  took  contracts 
in  the  oil  field,  building  many  rigs  in  this  sec- 
tion, where  his  high  class  work  and  scrupulous 
attention  to  all  his  obligations  brought  him  into 
high  favor.  His  death  came  without  warning, 
occurring  suddenly,  after  a  usual  day's  work, 
on  June  7,  IQ15,  when  he  was  seventy-eight 
years  old.  He  is  buried  at  Qintonville,  in  the 
cemeter\'  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  which  he  and 
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his  wife  held  membership.  Mr.  Locke  had  a 
vigorous  mind  as  well  as  body,  and  his  interest 
extended  to  all  the  concerns  of  the  community. 
He  belonged  to  Alexander  Welton  Post,  No. 
460,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Kennerdell.  until  it  went  out 
of  existence,  and  though  none  of  his  old  com- 
pany were  from  Venango  county  he  kept  in 
close  touch  with  his  army  comrades,  attending 
the  company  and  regimental  reunions.  Po- 
litically he  supported  the  Republican  party. 

As  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Locke  married 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Rogers,  who  was  bom  Dec. 
19,  1846,  in  Lawrence  county.  Pa.,  in  the  sajne 
locality  as  himself.  Her  brother,  William 
Rogers,  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  the  same 
company  as  Mr.  Locke,  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Chantilly,  and  is  buried  there,  having 
died  in  hospital.  Six  children  were  bom  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Locke,  namely:  Nathaniel, 
born  Feb.  6, 1867,  died  June  16,  1890.  Thomas 
L.,  bom  June  24,  1868,  lives  at  Sharon,  Pa., 
where  he  is  a  shop  foreman ;  he  married  Alice 
Hovis,  and  they  have  four  children,  Annabel, 
Marguerite.  Thomas  Keith  and  Ruth.  Harry 
H.,  bom  Feb.  21,  1871,  lives  at  home,  and  is 
engaged  as  a  well  driller.  Robert  W.,  bom 
Feb.  6,  1874,  makes  his  home  at  Clintonville, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
place  and  also  in  oil  pumping ;  he  married  Elda 
W.  Hovis,  daughter  of  C.  W.  Hovis  (mention 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work),  and 
they  have  three  children :  Percy,  Elsie  Eliza- 
beth and  John  Wesley.  Mary  Catherine,  bom 
Tune  7,  1876,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Cannan,  of 
Butler,  son  of  Robert  Cannan  (who  formerly 
owned  the  farm  where  her  mother  now  lives), 
and  has  one  child,  Frances  Jean.  James  R.  is 
mentioned  below.  The  mother  is  a  member 
and  active  worker  in  the  M.  E.  Church  of 
Clintonville,  doing  her  share  in  the  ladies' 
organizations  of  the  congregation. 

James  R.  Locke  was  born  Feb.  10,  1885,  on 
the  old  Porter  Phipps  farm,  his  parents  moving 
two  years  later,  in  April,  1887,  to  the  Cannan 
farm  two  miles  below  Clintonville,  where  he 
was  reared.  He  was  given  a  good  education 
in  the  local  schools,  and  thoroughly  trained  in 
both  agricultural  and  mechanical  lines  by  his 
father,  gaining  valuable  experience  as  his  as- 
sistant. When  nineteen  years  old  he  started 
work  in  the  oil  fields,  being  employed  with  C. 
W.  Hovis  during  the  next  four  years  in  the 
building  of  rigs',  after  which  he  joined  the 
Lincoln  Oil  Company,  with  which  he  was  asso- 
ciated until  1918,  and  in  which  connection  he 
came  to  his  recent  location  on  the  A.  T.  Hol- 
lister  farm,  one  mile  west  of  Clintonville,  in 
Clinton  township.    The  owners  of  the  Lincoln 


Oil  Company  are  Frank  R.  Hayes  (of  Oil 
City),  Ora  Hayes  and  T.  J.  Van  Dresser  (of 
Franklin),  and  their  holdings  cover  240  acres. 
There  were  thirty  wells  producing  at  the  time 
Mr.  Locke  became  connected  with  the  com- 
pany, as  pumper,  and  he  helped  to  sink  and 
fit  up  forty-nine  more,  the  number  of  wells 
yielding  at  present  being  about  sixty-eight. 
There  is  ample  room  for  further  development 
on  this  lease,  where  Mr.  Locke  and  his  brother- 
in-law,  J.  A.  Cummins,  were  both  engaged  as 
pumpers.  His  services  were  highly  appre- 
ciated by  his  employers,  who  showed  the  ut- 
most confidence  in  his  intelligence  and  fidelity, 
which  have  been  manifested  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  own  afiFairs  as  well  as  in  his 
discharge  of  the  responsibilities  intrusted  to 
him  by  others.  On  May  i,  1918,  Mr.  Locke 
moved  to  Sharon,  Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  electrical  department  of  the  National  Mal- 
leable Company.  His  thrift  and  good  judg- 
ment have  placed  him  in  a  substantial  position. 
On  Dec.  15,  1906,  Mr.  Locke  married  Sallie 
Cummins,  who  was  reared  at  Butler,  Pa.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Cummins,  has  moved  to  Ohio, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  oil  business.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Locke  have  three  children,  Emma 
Elizabeth,  Helen  and  Harry.  His  time  is  de- 
voted practically  all  to  business,  and  he  takeis 
little  part  in  outside  activities,  but  he  and  his 
wife  have  chosen  wisely  in  their  support  of  the 
best  movements  in  the  community,  where  their 
public  spirit  and  disinterested  cooperation  in 
all  matters  of  general  importance  have  won 
them  high  regard.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  holding  metnbership 
in  the  lodge  at  Boyer,  Pennsylvania.     '    • 

WARRExX  LEE  CULBERTSON  has  bfeen 
associated  with  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  in  Oil  City  practically  since  he  "attained 
his  majority,  and  the  best  comment  upon  his 
integrity  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
people  is  found  in  their  continued  support.  In 
the  several  trusts  committed  to  his  care  he  has 
shown  a  keen  sense  of  his  responsibility  as  an 
official  and  comprehensive  ideas  of  their  duties; 
as  well  as  the  ability  to  discharge  them.  His 
willing  cooperation  toward  securing  the  best 
possible  government  for  his  city  establishes  his 
right  to  be  called  one  of  her  most  useful  resi- 
dents. Throughout  his  business  life  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Atlantic  Refining 
Company  and  its  successor,  the  Oil  Well  Sup- 
ply Company,  in  which  he  has  advanced  on  his 
own  merits  to  the  position  of  superintendent. 

Mr.  Culbertson  is  a  native  of  Oil  City,  bom 
Nov.  24.  1879,  in  that  portion  then  known  as 
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Siverly,  now  the  Tenth  ward.  He  belongs  to 
an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  his  great-grand- 
father having  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  upon  his  emigration  from  Scotland.  The 
latter's  son  William,  grandfather  of  Warren 
Lee  Culbertson,  spent  his  life  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania, dying  near  Warren,  Pa.  He  was  an 
early  river  pilot  in  this  section,  and  owned  a 
large  tract  of  timlier  land,  some  five  hundred 
acres,  being  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his 
time.  Culbertson  Park,  near  Warren,  was 
named  in  honor  of  this  family.  By  his  first 
marriage,  to  Nancy  Moore,  Mr.  Culbertson 
had  five  sons,  namely:  Jackson,  James, 
Robert,  William  (who  was  accidentally  killed 
when  four  years  old)  and  Elias.  To  his  second 
union,  with  Jane  Strong,  were  born  two 
daughters,  Nancy  Jane  and  Minnie. 

Elias  Culbertson,  son  of  William,  was  born 
in  1833  in  Warren  county,  Pa.,  and  died  Nov. 
12,  1906,  at  Oil  City,  where  he  resided  from 
1861.  He  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery. 
In  his  early  life  he  followed  lumbering,  acting 
as  a  pilot  on  the  river  when  but  seventeen  years 
old,  and  when  the  oil  excitement  broke  out  he 
came  to  Oil  City,  being  among  the  first  men  to 
engage  in  the  new  industry  in  this  vicinity.  He 
boated  oil  from  the  famous  Drake  well,  con- 
ducted the  "Railroad  House"  for  some  years, 
and  then  made  his  home  in  what  was  formerly 
known  as  Siverly,  for  twenty-five  years  before 
his  retirement  holding  a  position  in  the  old 
Imperial  refinery.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known,  serving  four  years  as  street  commis- 
sioner of  Siverly,  was  a  charter  member  of 
Latonia  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  belonged  to 
Bethel  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Culbertson  was 
twice  married,  and  had  two  sons  by  his  first 
wife,  Harriet  (Marsh),  Almos  Elias  and  One. 
The  former  is  now  a  resident  of  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  and  the  latter  died  in  Russia, 
where  he  and  his  brother  had  been  successful 
operators  in  the  oil  fields.  In  1872  Mr.  Cul- 
bertson married  (second)  Elizabeth  Jane 
Mohnkern,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Ann 
(Wingert)  Mohnkern,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  this  union :  Mary  Eva,  now  the  wife 
of  Ivan  F.  Dickson,  of  Oil  City ;  Warren  Lee ; 
and  Lawrence  B..  a  draughtsman  in  the  employ 
of  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Company  at  Oil  City. 
Mrs.  Culbertson  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  Oil  City,  and  her  family 
were  among  the  pioneers  at  Siverly. 

Warren  Lee  Culbertson  acquired  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  grammar  and  high 
schools  of  Oil  City,  following  with  a  course  in 
mechanical  engineering.  When  ready  to  enter 
business   life  he   found  a  position  with   the 


Atlantic  Refining  Company  at  Oil  City,  doing 
office  work  at  first,  and  he  continued  to  be  en- 
gaged in  that  capacity  when  the  Oil  Well  Sup- 
ply Company  took  over  the  plant.  He  worked 
hard  for  advancement,  and  promotion  has  come 
steadily  in  recognition  of  his  efforts,  his  fitness 
for  the  superintendency  having  been  apparent 
from  the  time  he  assumed  its  duties.  He  is 
thoroughly  respected  by  all  his  business  asso- 
ciates, for  his  personal  qualities  as  well  as  for 
his  practical  attainments. 

Mr.  Culbertson  became  interested  in  munici- 
pal affairs  at  an  early  age,  and  his  labors  in 
behalf  of  good  local  government  not  only  in- 
dicate commendable  public  spirit  in  his  opinions 
but  a  desire  to  be  of  real  help  in  attaining^  de- 
sirable conditions.  Before  the  borough  of 
Siverly  became  a  part  of  Oil  City  he  served  as 
auditor  and  several  years  as  treasurer,  and  he 
is  now  filling  his  second  term  as  school  director 
of  Oil  City,  being  president  of  the  board,  to^ 
which  honor  he  was  chosen  Jan.  i,  1918. 

Mr.  Culbertson  is  married  to  Edna  V.  Gort- 
ner,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Laura  Gortner.  The^ 
have  no  children.  He  is  well  known  in  the 
local  fraternal  bodies,  affiliating  with  Latonia 
Lodge,  No.  1018,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Petrolia  Lodge, 
No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No. 
236.  R.  A.  M.;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43. 
K.  T.,  and  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection. 

There  is  a  unique  memorial  in  Kentucky 
whose  story  should  have  its  place  in  the  annals 
of  the  Culbertson  family,  as  the  followii^ 
article  which  accompanied  a  cut  of  this  odd 
gravestone  explains: 

The  gravestone  shown  in  the  illustration 
stands  in  a  lonely  pine  grove  near  Spring  Lake, 
Ky.,  and  is  supposed  to  commemorate  a  tragedy 
of  many  years  ago  in  Ireland.  The  memorial 
is  hewn  out  of  a  single  stone  slab  and  is  about 
four  feet  high.  On  the  front  there  is  carved 
a  small  harp  and  at  the  bottom  appear  the 

letters  and  date  "W.  C. B.,  1787,"  while 

on  the  side  there  is  the  name  of  "Cormick  O. 
Devlin." 

As  the  story  is  told,  it  was  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  ago  that  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Culbertson,  residing  in  Ireland,  and 
enjoying  something  of  rank  and  position,  were 
forced  to  flee  suddenly  from  their  home  as  the 
result  of  politics.  Owing  to  the  hastiness  of 
their  departure,  very  little  of  their  personal 
belongings  could  be  taken  along.  They  had 
gone  but  a  short  distance  when  one  of  the 
daughters  happened  to  think  of  a  certain  bit  of 
jewelry  which  she  treasured  highly,  and,  un- 
known to  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
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started  back  to  recover  it.  A  few  minutes 
later  her  absence  was  discovered  and  her  lover, 
a  young  man  named  Cormick  O.  Devlin,  who 
was  with  the  party,  immediately  went  in  search 
of  her.  He  was  drawing  near  her  home  when 
he  heard  cries  of  distress,  and,  running  inside, 
found  that  a  number  of  rough-looking  soldiers 
had  attacked  her.  Bravely  he  attempted  to 
fight  off  her  assailants,  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  struggle,  the  girl  managed  to  make  her 
escape,  but  Cormick  O.  Devlin  himself  was 
killed.  The  Culbertson  family  then  came  over 
to  this  country,  and,  settling  at  Spring  Lake, 
erected  this  unique  monument. 

DANIEL  BAUM,  late  of  Cranberry  town- 
ship and  one  of  its  oldest  residents,  had  a 
valuable  farm  at  Bradensburg  which  he  had 
occupied  for  almost  forty  years  and  developed 
especially  as  an  oil  property.  He  lived  in  this 
township  for  over  half  a  century,  and  during 
that  period  commanded  the  unqualified  esteem 
of  all  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens  by  an 
honorable,  industrious  career.  His  labors 
yielded  a  substantial  competence,  and  he  was 
equally  fortunate  in  his  personal  relations,  hav- 
ing the  friendship  and  good  will  of  his  asso- 
ciates in  any  capacity. 

Mr.  Baum  lived  to  b^  over  eighty-one,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  June,  1837,  in  Berks  county, 
Pa.,  son  of  John  Baimi  and  grandson  of  Daniel 
Batun.  The  latter  brought  his  family  from 
Chester  county  to  Berks  county,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Daniel  Baum 
•had  two  sons,  John  and  Jacob,  the  latter  re- 
maining in  Berks  county,  where  he  died. 

John  Baum,  father  of  Daniel  Baum,  of  Cran- 
berry township,  was  born  in  Chester  county, 
Pa.,  and  was  six  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Berks  county.  He  be- 
came a  farmer,  and  was  so  engaged  in  Berks 
county  until  his  removal  thence  to  Qarion 
county.  Pa.,  in  1844.  The  trip  was  made  over- 
land, by  team,  though  some  of  the  household 
effects  were  sent  by  canal,  and  the  family  made 
a  settlement  at  what  is  now  the  site  of  Peters- 
bui^,  Mr.  Baum  purchasing  one  hundred  acres 
to  whose  improvement  he  devoted  some  time. 
Subsequently  he  bought  a  farm  near  Callens- 
burg,  in  the  same  county,  upon  which  he  made 
a  permanent  home,  dying  there  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Hannah  Schmeal,  was  also  from 
Berks  county,  and  died  in  Clarion  county. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Emma, 
Susanna,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Mary,  Daniel  and 
Henry. 


Daniel  Baum,  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Schmeal)  Baum,  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years. 
His  education  was  as  good  as  could  be  had  in 
the  schools  conducted  in  the  locality,  and  he 
was  well  prepared  for  farming  under  the  prac- 
tical guidance  of  his  father.  When  he  married 
he  began  to  farm  on  his  own  account  in  Clarion 
county,  but  only  a  short  time  later  removed  to 
Venango  county,  where  he  went  to  farming  on 
what  is  now  the  J.  C.  Sibley  tract  in  Cranberry 
township,  remaining  there  fifteen  years. 
Thirty-eight  years  ago  he  purchased  the  tract 
whereon  he  ever  afterward  resided,  comprising 
one  hundred  acres  situated  at  Bredinsburg. 
From  then  he  was  principally  engaged  as  an 
oil  operator,  having  increased  his  production 
as  opportunity  offered  until  there  are  thirty- 
nine  active  wells  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Baum  pro- 
ceeded judiciously  in  his  work,  as  results  have 
testified,  profiting  by  his  own  experiences  and 
others'  as  well,  and  conducting  operations  sys- 
tematically and  thoroughly,  and  he  found  the 
oil  business  very  profitable.  He  did  not  mingle 
in  public  affairs,  but  for  years  was  active  in  the 
work  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  taking  great  enjoy- 
ment in  cooperation  with  all  of  its  enterprises. 
He  died  at  his  home  Dec.  25,  1918,  of  paralysis, 
and  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery,  at  Oil 
City. 

Mr.  Baum  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Caroline  Sherman,  daughter  of  Peter  Sher- 
man, and  five  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  (i)  Mary  died  in  infancy.  (2) 
Henry,  born  in  1861  in  Qarion  county,  now 
engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  in  Cranberry 
township,  married  Hannah  Minor,  daughter  of 
Nelson  Minor,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, Chester  Allen  and  Helen  Caroline,  living, 
and  Arthur  Nelson  and  Florence  Mary,  de- 
ceased. Chester  Allen  Baum  is  married  to 
Beulah  McElhattan.  (3)  Hanna  J.  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  at  home.  (4)  Emma  Caroline  is 
the  wife  of  W.  J.  Gealy,  and  their  home  is  in 
Oil  City,  this  county.  They  have  children, 
Ethel  May  (wife  of  Cordon  Earle  Hinckley), 
Fred  Daniel,  May  Evelyn  and  Wendell  Baum. 
(5)  One  son,  twin  of  Emma  Caroline,  died  in 
infancy. 

JOHN  N.  ROCHE,  a  resident  of  the  West 
End.  Oil  City,  for  the  last  twenty-three  years, 
is  well  known  both  through  his  c^cial  associa- 
tions and  his  connection  with  the  oil  industry. 
He  has  been  closely  identified  with  that  busi- 
ness ever  since  his  removal  to  Venango  county, 
some  fifty  years  ago,  and  has  kept  abreast  of  its 
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wonderful  progress  throughout  that  period, 
being  as  keenly  interested  as  ever  in  its  condi- 
tions and  development. 

Mr.  Roche  is  of  French  parentage,  his 
father,  Jeremiah  Roche,  having  been  a  native 
of  Soissons,  France,  his  mother,  Mary  (Ver- 
non), of  the  city  of  Paris.  Jeremiah  Roche 
was  twenty-three  years  old  when  he  arrived 
in  America,  and  during  his  first  few  years  in 
this  country  lived  at  Baltimore,  Md.  He  then 
located  in  Crawford  county.  Pa.,  purchasing  a 
farm  in  East  Fairfield  township  which  he  culti- 
vated successfully,  meanwhile  engaging  profit- 
ably also  as  a  contractor  and  builder  of  stone 
and  brick  work,  combining  his  operations  in 
these  lines  for  a  number  of  years.  His  wife 
died  in  Crawford  county  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years,  and  Mr.  Roche  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six, his  death  also  occurring  in  Crawford 
county.  They  were  the  parents  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing. 

John  N.  Roche  was  bom  in  Crawford  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  May  2,  1857,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  East  Fairfeld  township,  attending  the 
public  schools.  When  fourteen  years  old  he 
commenced  to  learn  the  stonemason's  trade,  at 
which  work  he  continued  during  the  next  three 
years,  until  he  came  to  Venango  county  in 
1868.  Here  he  found  employment  in  the  oil 
fields  as  tool  dresser  and  driller,  his  occupation 
taking  him  into  the  midst  of  the  most  famous 
excitements  of  those  days,  notably  the  activities 
at  Pithole  and  Petroleum  Center.  He  passed 
eighteen  months  at  the  latter  place,  being  there 
when  it  had  a  population  of  five  thousand,  and 
he  has  many  interesting  recollections  about 
pioneer  oil  days.  Through  his  work  he  was 
thoroughly  familiar  with  old-time  methods, 
and  having  continued  contracting  and  drilling 
up  to  a  few  years  ago,  along  with  production, 
he  knows  all  the  different  phases  of  the  de- 
velopment of  present-day  ideas  and  methods, 
and  has  been  among  the  advanced  spirits  in 
adopting  changes  worthy  of  recognition.  Hi*^ 
experience  has  been  varied  and  very  valuable. 
He  remembers  practically  all  the  early 
operators  of  note,  and  has  been  well  acquainted 
with  producers  throughout  his  career,  espe- 
cially in  his  home  locality.  At  one  time  he  was 
interested  as  a  producer  at  Sumner  City. 
McKean  Co.,  Pa.,  and  he  is  still  operating  a 
lease  on  Hasson  Heights,  at  Oil  City,  where 
he  has  a  good  production.  He  gave  up  tool 
dressing  and  drilling  in  August,  1914,  and  has 
since  acted  as  assistant  to  the  street  commis- 
sioner in  Oil  City,  looking  after  the  streets  in 
the  West  End.  When  that  section  was  an  in- 
dependent borough,  before  its  incorporation  as 


a  part  of  Oil  City,  he  took  a  prominent  part 
in  its  administration  of  municipal  affairs,  serv- 
ing nine  years  as  councilman  and  having  the 
honor  of  being  chairman  of  the  council.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  Democrat.  His  public  services 
and  business  associations  have  been  highly- 
creditable,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
members  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Roche  married  Ella  Evans,  daughter  of 
John  Evans,  of  Titusville,  Pa.,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  them :  Warren,  who  is  in 
business  as  a  barber  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  own- 
ing a  large  shop ;  Oscar,  who  is  in  the  automo- 
bile business  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  Ada,  who 
was  lost  with  her  mother  in  the  terrible  flood 
and  fire  which  visited  Oil  City  June  5,  1892, 
Mr.  Roche  also  carrying  scars  of  the  injuries 
which  he  received  during  that  fire.  His  home 
at  that  time  was  on  Upper  Seneca  street,  near 
the  bridge  that  crosses  Oil  creek,  right  in  the 
midst  of  the  disaster. 

There  were  no  children  by  Mr.  Roche's 
second  marriage,  to  Sarah  Helen  Hogue, 
daughter  of  John  Hogue,  of  Siverly  (now  part 
of  Oil  City).  After  her  death  he  married 
(third)  Iva  Viola  Attelberger,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Attelberger,  of  Clarion,  Pa.,  and  they 
have  had  one  child,  William  Woodrow.  Their 
home  is  at  No.  11 17  West  Second  street.  The 
family  are  Lutherans  in  religious  association. 

XEWTON  B.  MYERS,  of  Franklin,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  same  hne  of  business  there  which 
his  father  followed,  the  latter  opening  a  livcri 
there  over  sixty  years  ago.  When  he  retired, 
in  1906,  his  sons  took  his  interest,  so  that  the 
business  has  been  in  operation  without  inter- 
ruption to  the  present,  ranking  among  the 
oldest  establishments  in  the  city.  The  sons 
have  changed  their  equipment  to  suit  modem 
needs,  having  added  a  large  garage  to  the  livery 
stable,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
volume  of  the  business.  They  are  enterprising 
and  aggressive  young  men,  willing  to  work  for 
their  advancement,  and  their  reward  has  been 
substantial. 

Newton  B.  Myers,  their  father,  was  a  native 
of  Prospect,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  spent 
his  early  life.  Coming  to  Franklin  about  i860, 
during  the  period  of  the  oil  excitement,  he 
gave  his  energies  for  a  time  to  the  new  enter- 
prise then  engaging  most  attention.  But  he 
continued  in  it  only  a  short  time,  turning  to  the 
livery  business,  for  which  he  was  very  well 
fitted,  being  a  well  known  horseman  and  a 
competent  judge  of  horses.  He  always  did  a 
profitable  business  until  he  withdrew,  in  1906, 
after  which  he  lived  retired  until  his  death. 
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which  occurred  in  March,  1913.  The  first 
standard-bred  horse  in  Franklin  was  brought 
here  by  Mr.  Myers,  who  always  maintained  a 
keen  interest  in  good  stock  of  all  kinds.  He  ac- 
quired a  farm  of  150  acres  in  French  Creek 
township,  this  county,  and  kept  in  close  touch 
with  agricultural  affairs,  using  his  influence  to 
promote  the  farmer's  welfare  whenever  pos- 
sible. He  was  public-spirited  in  his  attitude 
on  town  matters,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
council  for  many  years  had  much  to  do  with 
shaping  the  policies  of  local  government  in 
Franklin,  with  a  record  entirely  to  his  credit. 
He  married  Caroline  Vincent,  who  survives 
him,  continuing  to  make  her  home  in  Franklin. 
She  has  been  blind  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Myers :  Frederick,  who  is  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Newton  B.  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness ;  Estella,  at  home ;  Pierce,  who  is  engaged 
in  business  as  a  dealer  in  automobile  acces- 
sories at  Franklin ;  Howard,  who  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1898 ;  and  Newton  B. 

Newton  B.  Myers  was  born  at  Franklin  in 
1876,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place.  His  first  regular 
employment  was  with  the  Adams  Express 
Company,  and  later  he  worked  at  the  Eclipse 
Oil  Works  and  for  six  years  with  the  Frank- 
lin Electrical  Company.  His  experience  in 
that  line  qualified  him  for  responsible  work, 
as  his  sixteen  years'  service  in  the  capacity  of 
city  electrician  testifies.  When  he  left  the 
Franklin  Electrical  Company  he  joined  his 
father  in  the  livery  business,  and  he  and  his 
brother  Frederick  bought  the  same  in  1906. 
In  1916  they  erected  the  fine  garage  which  is 
fast  becoming  the  most  important  feature  of 
their  business,  having  space  for  fifty-five  cars 
and  a  constant  demand  for  all  the  accommoda- 
tions afforded.  It  is  located  on  Otter  street, 
opposite  the  high  school.  The  establishment  is 
now  known  as  the  Myers  Livery  and  Auto 
Garage.  Newton  B.  Myers  also  has  the  agency 
for  the  well  known  Buick  cars.  Much  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  business  must  be  considered 
the  result  of  his  activities,  for  he  has  been 
tireless  in  taking  care  of  the  large  patronage 
satisfactorily  and  conscientious  in  giving  high- 
class  service  to  all.  Affairs  of  local  interest 
have  always  had  his  attention,  and  he  has  been 
thoroughly  loyal  in  his  obligations  of  a  public 
nature  as  well  as  in  his  private  dealings.  In 
November,  1917,  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  city  council,  and  re-elected  in  1918  for  a 
two-year  term.  Socially  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
an  Elk  and  a  member  of  the  Roval  Arcanum, 


and  he  belongs  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Fire- 
men's Association. 

Mr.  Myers  married  Mary  Pew,  daughter  of 
the  late  Eugene  Pew,  who  was  well  known  in 
the  oil  fields  of  western  Pennsylvania  as  an 
oil  well  shooter.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  this  marriage,  Florence  and  Helen. 

JESSE  A.  PEEBLES  has  one  of  the  most 
desirable  homes  in  Cherrytree  township,  situ- 
ated on  the  Franklin  road  from  Titusville,  four 
miles  south  of  the  latter  place.  He  belongs  to 
a  family  which  has  had  a  number  of  substan- 
tial representatives  in  this  section  of  the 
county,  where  it  was  founded  by  his  grand- 
father, James  Peebles,  over  eighty  years  ago. 

James  Peebles  was  born  in  May,  1800,  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where  his  father  was 
a  very  extensive  farmer,  owning  an  entire 
township.  He  was  educated  at  Baregh,  his 
native  town,  and  grew  up  on  a  farm,  remaining 
at  his  early  home  until  twenty-five  years  old, 
when  he  married  Margaret  Orr,  whose  father 
was  a  second  cousin  of  President  Buchanan. 
She  was  bom  Feb.  22,  1807.  The  young  couple 
left  Ireland  shortly  after  their  marriage,  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  and  locating  at  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  where  he  was  employed  at  ship- 
building for  two  years.  In  1827  they  removed 
to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  whence  after  a  short  stay 
they  made  another  change,  to  Juniata  county, 
Pa.,  settling  in  what  is  now  part  of  Mifflin 
county,  where  Mr.  Peebles  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  of  land.  This  was  their  home 
for  several  years,  until  their  removal  to  Ven- 
ango county  in  1836-37.  The  family  located 
on  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Plum  town- 
ship, which  was  purchased  from  Samuel  Dale, 
of  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Peebles  proved  well 
adapted  to  meet  the  agricultural  conditions  of 
this  district,  prospering  so  well  that  he  con- 
tinued to  buy  lands  adjoining  until  he  owned 
one  thousand  acres.  When  he  retired  from 
farming,  in  1869,  he  moved  into  the  town  of 
Wallaceville,  near  by,  where  he  owned  the 
greater  part  of  the  valuable  property,  and  there 
he  died  July  25,  1881.  His  widow  passed  away 
-^w&-  30.  1886.  They  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  in  1875.  Of  the  ten  children  bom  to 
them,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  the  sons 
became  farmers  and  settled  on  their  father -s 
land,  (i)  Robert,  born  Feb.  23,  1826,  in  New 
Brunswick,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cherrytree 
township  known  as  the  Heydrick  tract  in  the 
fall  of  1850.  In  1849  he  married  Mary  Breed, 
daughter  of  John  Breed,  of  Breedtown,  and  she 
died  in  1870,  the  mother  of  ten  children,  John 
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B.,  Margaret  (Mrs.  David  E.  Landas),  James 
O.,  Jennie  (Mrs.  Archibald  Mack),  Robert  R., 
William  Stewart,  Benjamin  W.,  Franklin  E., 
Albert  and  George.  In  1874  he  married 
(second)  Mrs.  Caroline  (Thomas)  Ketner, 
daughter  of  John  Thomas,  of  Mifflin  county. 

(2)  Stewart  C.  is  mentioned  elsewhere,  in  the 
biography  of  his  son  James  Buchanan  Peebles. 

(3)  Anna  Belle  married  Jesse  Alcorn,  of 
Cherrytree  township.  (4)  William  O.  died  in 
February,  1889.  He  married  three  times,  his 
wives  being  Mary  A.  VanDresser,  Tabitha 
Ritchey  and  Mattie  Pastorius,  respectively, 
and  had  six  children :  Two  by  the  first  union 
— Ella  (Mrs.  Jacob  Young,  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.)  and  James  Nelson  ;  and  four  by  the  second 
— Mrs.  Edward  Thomas,  John  S.,  Gaylord  O. 
and  Clayton  J.  (5)  Catherine  married  John 
Pastorius,  of  Crawford  county.  (6)  James 
L.,  born  March  9,  1837-38,  on  the  farm  where 
he  always  lived,  owning  160  acres  of  his 
father's  old  property,  was  married  May  31, 
1870-71,  to  Mary  E.  Greene,  who  was  bom 
Oct.  19,  1843,  daughter  of  Thomas  Greene, 
of  Plum  township.  They  had  four  children, 
Thomas  V.,  Wert  L.,  Sylvia  M.  and  Nellie 
M.  He  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to 
Dempseytown  Lodge.  (7)  John  M.  is  men- 
tioned below.  (8)  Ellen  married  William  R. 
Mcintosh,  of  Jackson  township.  (9)  Mary 
married  Dr.  Charles  Van  Sickle.  (10) 
Martha  O.  married  R.  O.  Carson,  of  Forest 
county.  The  father  and  all  the  sons  were 
Democrats  politically.  He  was  a  Presbyterian 
in  religious  belief. 

John  M.  Peebles,  son  of  James,  was  born 
April  15,  1840,  at  Wallaceville,  Plum  township, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  that  township,  and 
spent  the  major  part  of  his  life  on  part  of  his 
father's  old. farm,  in  what  is  now  the  north- 
western part  of  Cherrytree  township,  within 
two  years  of  his  death  buying  the  place  where 
his  widow  now  resides,  near  the  home  of  her 
son  Jesse  A.  Peebles.  During  the  early  part  of 
the  Civil  war  he  tried  to  enlist  in  the  Union 
army,  but  being:  then  under  the  required  age 
was  refused.  Farming  was  his  life  work,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  and 
stockmen  in  his  section,  making  a  specialty  of 
the  breeding  of  Percheron  horses  and  graded 
beef  cattle.  Like  other  members  of  the  family 
he  gave  public-spirited  official  service  to  his 
fellow  citizens,  holding  the  position  of  school 
director  for  five  years,  and  taking  a  live  inter- 
est in  the  local  welfare.  On  June  28.  1865, 
Mr.  Peebles  married  Margaret  Billig,  daughter 
of  William  Billig,  of  Plum  township,  and  they 
were  soon  afterward  settled  on  their   farm, 


where  all  of  their  eight  children  were  bom, 
namely:  William  J.,  now  established  as  a 
practicing  dentist  at  Titusville;  (Georgia,  Mrs. 
George  Fowler,  of  Stoneboro,  Pa.;  Jesse  A., 
mentioned  below ;  Roxie  M.,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  B. 
Prather,  of  Titusville ;  Esther  O.,  Mrs.  V.  M. 
Grove,  of  Titusville;  Blanche,  wife  of  D.  M. 
Marsh,  of  Cherrytree  township;  Kate,  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Wright,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where  her 
husband  is  engaged  as  a  machinist ;  and  Mattie, 
wife  of  Charles  Wright,  also  a  machinist,  re- 
siding at  Mannington,  W.  Va.  The  father  died 
Feb.  I,  1 91 6,  survived  by  the  mother,  who  is 
now  (1918)  seventy- four  years  old.  She  has 
long  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Jesse  A.  Peebles  was  bom  March  10,  1872, 
in  Cherrytree  township,  on  what  is  now  the 
Charles  Shafer  farm,  and  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural work,  which  has  been  the  main  busi- 
ness of  his  life.  He  helped  with  the  work  at 
home  from  boyhood,  becoming  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  operation  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1908, 
when  he  purchased  from  P.  B.  Deets  the  John 
M.  Stewart  farm  of  seventy-eight  acres  in 
Cherrytree  township,  a  finely  improved  prop- 
erty with  excellent  buildings,  the  house  and 
bam  erected  by  Mr.  Deets.  It  is  in  the  oil 
belt,  and  when  he  bought  it  there  were  about 
fifteen  old  wells  on  the  place,  the  lessees — the 
Deets  Oil  Company — having  since  made  de- 
velopments which  bring  the  number  of  pro- 
ducing wells  up  to  twenty-five  at  this  writing, 
yielding  Mr.  Peebles  a  handsome  royalty.  He 
looks  after  the  pumping  in  connection  with  his 
farm  work,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  neighborhood,  as  well  as 
one  of  its  progressive  spirits,  furthering  all 
local  enterprises  which  appeal  to  him  as  worthy 
of  support.  He  belongs  to  the  Grange  and  Odd 
Fellows  lodge  at  Titusville,  and  like  the  men 
of  his  family  generally  gives  his  political  al- 
legiance to  the  Democratic  party. 

On  March  13,  1900,  Mr.  Peebles  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Carrie  Z.  Lonctot,  a  native  of 
Crawford  county,  Pa.,  and  theii  tv.-cnty-one 
years  old,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Strawbridge)  Lonctot.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  them :  John  Domer,  now  attcno- 
ing  the  Edinboro  (Pa.)  Normal  School,  and 
Mary  Belle,  at  home. 

ROBERT  AUDLEY  BROWNE,  of  Oil 
City,  is  a  comparatively  recent  addition  to  the 
business  personnel  of  the  community,  but  he 
has  griven  evidence  of  ability  and  forcefulness 
which  bid  fair  to  gain  him  a  place  in  the  ranks 
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of  its  influential  members.  As  secretary  and 
general  manager  of  the  Oil  City  Oil  &  Grease 
Company  he  bears  an  important  part  in  the 
operations  of  one  of  the  most  reliable  firms  in 
the  city  and  is  associated  with  other  men  of 
the  highest  standing  there. 

Mr.  Browne  was  borri  at  Mercer,  Mercer 
Co.,  Pa.,  in  January,  1876,  and  grew  up  at  New 
Castle,  Lawrence  Co.,  this  State,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  literary  training.  After  completing 
the  high  school  course  he  foimd  employment 
in  the  steel  mills  at  New  Castle,  and  later  ob- 
tained a  position  with  the  Atlantic  Refining 
Company  at  that  point,  having  charge  of  the 
New  Castle  distnct,  which  comprised  four 
counties.  His  services  with  this  company  cov- 
ered a  period  of  nine  years,  continuing  until 
his  removal  to  Oil  City  in  191 1,  when  he 
formed  his  present  connection.  The  Oil  City 
Oil  &  Grease  Company  was  organized  in  1904 
and  incorporated  in  Decemter,  191 1,  Mr. 
Browne  being  one  of  the  incorporators  and 
becoming  vice  president  and  manager  at  that 
time.  He  is  now  secretary  and  general  man- 
ager. Charles  L.  Suhr  is  president  of  the  con- 
cern, the  treasurer  being  D.  J.  Cavanaugh.  The 
company  are  engaged  as  distributers  of  petro- 
leum products  and  have  built  up  an  extensive 
business  in  that  line,  their  Pennzoil  brands  of 
pure  Pennsylvania  petroleum  products,  includ- 
mg  engine  and  automobile  oils',  viscous  cylinder 
oil,  grease,  polishing  soap,  Lubro  Compound, 
gasoline,  kerosene  and  fuel  oil,  having  justly 
acquired  wide  fame  by  their  excellence.  Much 
of  their  popularity  is  due  to  Mr.  Browne's  in- 
fluence and  wide-awake  modern  methods  in 
the  conduct  of  the  business,  in  both  the  manu- 
facturing and  selling  ends.  The  company  has 
a  large  and  well  equipped  plant,  the  office  and 
works  being  at  Nos.  365-377  Seneca  street,  Oil 
City.  Mr.  Browne  gives  all  his  business  hours 
to  his  duties  there.  He  has  become  well  ac- 
quainted socially,  having  been  admitted  to  the 
Oil  City  Boat,  Venango  and  Wanango  Clubs, 
and  he  is  a  Mason  in  fraternal  affiliation,  hold- 
ing membership  in  New  Castle  Lodge  No.  642, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Lodge  of  Perfection,  four- 
teenth degree,  of  New  Castle.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Oil  City  Lodge  No.  344,  B.  P.  O. 
Elks. 

Mr.  Browne  married  Katherine  K.  Fisher, 
daughter  of  Lewis  A.  Fisher,  of  New  Castle. 
Pa.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Virginia  and 
Robert. 

JOHN  McK.  SNOW  has  held  the  position 
of  city  engineer  at  Franklin  since  1910,  and 
in  the  matter  of  public  service  is  living  up  to 


the  characteristics  distinctive  of  the  name  for 
many  years.  His  father,  the  late  John  R. 
Snow,  made  an  honorable  record  for  disin- 
terested cooperation  in  city  aflfairs.  during  an 
extended  connection  with  the  local  government, 
settin^^  an  example  worthy  of  emulation  both 
as  to  ideals  and  their  practical  application. 

John  R.  Snow  was  a  native  of  Cambridge 
Springs,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  and  he  enlisted  from 
there  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  joining 
Company  F,  of  the  83d  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Regiment.  He  was  in  the  army  for  two 
years,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  came  to 
Franklin,  where  he  was  first  engaged  as  agent 
for  the  Kelly  &  Howard  Lumber  Co.  Before 
long  he  purchased  Mr.  Kelly's  interest  in 
that  concern,  continuing  the  business  in  asso- 
ciation with  Mr.  Howard  and  remaining  in 
that  line  for  several  years.  Their  location  was 
in  the  Third  ward,  at  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  Producers*  Supply  Company.  After  sever- 
ing that  connection  Mr.  Snow  took  a  position 
with  the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  in  whose 
employ  he  spent  many  years,  being  principally 
occupied  in  their  service  during  the  rest  of  his 
life.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  the  production 
of  oil  on  his  own  account,  and  he  gave  his 
aflfairs  adequate  attention  to  insure  their  pros- 
perity. But  he  also  found  time  to  be  a  good 
citizen,  and  his  public  spirit  won  substantial 
recognition  from  his  fellow  townsmen,  who 
elected  him  as  their  representative  in  the  coun- 
cil for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  during  which 
he  discharged  his  obligations  with  scrupulous 
concern  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  As 
president  of  the  Franklin  school  board  he  also 
had  opportunity  for  loyalty  and  judicious  use 
of  the  public  funds,  and  none  took  more  pride 
in  the  performance  of  such  duties  according 
to  the  loftiest  standards  and  with  every  regard 
for  the  rights  of  those  whom  he  served.  In 
forty-nine  years  he  missed  only  one  election, 
taking  all  his  privileges  of  citizenship  seriously. 
As  a  Civil  war  veteran  he  became  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  affiliating  with  Major  Mays  Post, 
of  which  he  was  junior  vice  commander.  His 
death  occurred  June  6,  19 14,  and  he  is  buried 
in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 

On  Nov.  21,  1867,  Mr.  Snow  married  Nancy 
Dunn,  daughter  of  Allen  Dunn,  and  she  sur- 
vives him,  continuing  to  make  her  home  at 
Franklin.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  this  union :  Katherine  D.,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  L.  Sibley,  of  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Ralph  R., 
who  was  graduated  from  Bucknell  College, 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  and  later  studied  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  and  a  law  school  in  Qeve- 
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land,  Ohio,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law ;  Al.  E.,  who  was  engaged  as  a 
dry  goods  merchant  in  the  West  until  his 
death  in  1913;  Harry  B.,  who  died  in  1917; 
John  McK. ;  and  Mary,  who  died  young. 

John  McK.  Snow  was  born  July  13,  1880,  at 
Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  obtained  his 
early  education  in  the  city  schools,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  in  1899.  Immediately 
afterward  he  entered  Bucknell  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1903,  and  he  spent 
the  next  five  years  in  the  West,  upon  his  re- 
turn locating  in  his  native  place,  where  he 
makes  his  home.  For  two  years  he  was  in 
the  service  of  the  State  highway  department 
of  Pennsylvania,  until  his  appointment  in  April, 
1910,  to  the  position  of  city  engineer,  which 
has  since  taken  up  all  his  business  hours.  Mr. 
Snow  has  shown  full  realization  of  the  possi- 
bilities for  service  which  this  work  presents, 
and  an  honest  endeavor  to  make  the  most  of 
them  for  the  advantage  of  the  city,  and  his  long 
retention  in  the  same  capacity  indicates  that 
his  fellow  citizens  have  appreciated  his  efforts 
and  trustworthiness.  He  has  equally  high 
standing  in  social  circles,  belonging  to  the 
most  popular  organizations  in  Franklin,  in- 
cluding the  Washington  Club  and  the  Masonic 
bodies,  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Venango  Chapter,  No.  216.  R.  A.  M. ;  Key- 
stone Council,  No.  42,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  and  Frank- 
lin Commandery,  No.  44.  K.  T.  He  also  holds 
membership  in  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
fourteenth  degree,  of  Oil  City. 

Mr.  Snow  married  Jessie  Jobson,  daughter 
of  Dr.  George  B.  Jobson,  Sr.,  of  Franklin, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Jean  and  Nancy. 
The  family  are  Presbyterians  in  religious  con- 
nection. 

WILLIAM  A.  AND  A.  F.  EAKIN,  brothers, 
residents  of  the  settlement  long  known  as 
Eakins  Corners,  Venango  county,  are  descend- 
ants of  old  and  honored  pioneer  stock  of 
southern  Venango  county,  well  represented 
among  the  best  citizenship  of  Clinton  and 
Scrubgrass  townships,  the  latter  the  home  of 
that  branch  of  the  family  here  under  considera- 
tion. 

Samuel  Eakin,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this 
family  in  America,  was  bom  in  Ireland  in 
1767,  and  remained  there  until  his  participa- 
tion in  the  activities  of  the  United  Irishmen 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Emmets  made  that 
country  unsafe  for  him,  coming  across  the 
Atlantic  in  1797.  In  the  year  1799  he  removed 
from  Juniata  county,  Pa.,  to  Venango  county, 
locating  on  a  tract  of   150  acres  in  Clinton 


township.  Soon  afterward  his  brother  William 
and  sister  Margaret  (Mrs.  Curry)  settled  in 
this  region,  where  both  developed  farms. 
Samuel  Eakin's  wife  was  Mary  Riley,  and  they 
had  two  children  at  the  time  of  their  arrival 
in  V'enango  county,  namely:  Mary,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Robert  Moore;  and  William, 
who  was  bom  on  the  ocean  in  1797,  and  who 
lived  near  Bullion,  this  county.  Six  more 
children  were  bom  in  this  county:  James, 
who  spent  his  life  mainly  in  Victory  township, 
but  died  in  Kansas ;  Jane,  who  married  James 
Scott  and  died  in  middle  life;  Samuel,  who 
lived  and  died  at  Eakins  Comers,  passing  away 
in  1888  or  1889  when  eighty-two  years  old,  the 
last  survivor  of  the  family ;  Elizabeth,  who  died 
when  twenty-three  years  old;  David,  the 
youngest  son,  who  came  into  possession  of  the 
old  homestead  after  his  father's  death,  and 
died  Oct.  II,  1 85 1,  aged  over  forty  years;  and 
Margaret,  Mrs.  Moore,  who  died  when  com- 
paratively a  young  woman.  All  of  this  family 
were  residents  of  Venango  county,  and  all 
lived  beyond  middle  age  but  Elizabeth  and 
Margaret.  The  mother  died  in  1821,  the 
father  in  September,  1851,  aged  eighty-four 
years.  He  became  an  influential  man  in  this 
section,  and  filled  various  township  offices. 
He  is  buried  at  old  East  Unity  U.  P.  Church, 
lying  one  mile  from  Eakins  Corners,  in  Butler 
county. 

Samuel  Eakin,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Riley)  Eakin,  was  bom  Jan.  i,  1807,  near 
Kennerdell,  this  county,  where  he  was  reared. 
In  1828  he  married  Margaret  Campbell,  and 
after  spending  three  years  at  his  father's  home 
he  settled  in  1831  in  Scrubgrass  township,  at 
what  is  now  known  as  Eakins  Comers,  where 
he  succeeded  in  acquiring  possession  of  a  val- 
uable tract  of  over  two  hundred  acres,  eventu- 
ally divided  among  his  sons  and  now  the  home 
of  nine  families.  He  was  considered  the  most 
progressive  man  of  his  day  in  the  communit>% 
which  benefited  as  greatly  by  his  activities  as 
he  did.  Habitually  hard-working,  though  he 
took  an  interest  in  many  things  besides  the  im- 
provement of  his  farm  and  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  his  public  duties,  for  he  held  many 
local  offices,  he  always  found  time  for  useful 
service  in  all,  but  the  welfare  of  his  home  and 
church  were  always  dearest  to  him.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  East  Unity  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  a  Democrat  in  political  doctrine. 
Mrs.  Eakin  died  twelve  years  before  her  hus- 
band, after  a  married  life  of  fifty  years,  and 
his  death  occurred  as  above  stated.  We  have 
the  following  record  of  their  family:  Ann 
married  James  Duncan,  who  was  killed  by  a 
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train  at  Foxburg  (she  died  near  the  old 
home)  ;  Samuel  spent  his  life  on  his  part  of 
the  old  homestead,  living  to  be  over  eighty-two 
years  of  age ;  Joseph,  who  also  lived  to  be  past 
eighty,  was  widely  known  as  constable  and  tax 
collector  in  this  section;  Mary  married  John 
Byers,  whom  she  survives,  living  near  the  old 
home;  Robert,  who  died  near  the  old  home 
place  when  about  thirty  years  old,  was  a  car- 
penter and  plasterer  and  worked  in  the  oil 
fields  (he  married  Rachel  McRay) ;  Sarah 
married  James  Sloan,  and  died  at  Eau  Qaire, 
Butler  county;  James  died  when  ten  years 
old;  Margaret,  who  has  never  married,  lives 
with  her  brother  William  at  the  old  home 
place ;  William  A.  and  A.  F.  are  mentioned  be- 
low ;  James  N.  makes  his  home  at  Grove  City. 

David  Eakin,  youngest  son  of  Samuel  Eakin, 
Sr.,  married  Rebecca  Stalker,  of  .  Butler 
county,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stalker,  and  after 
his  death  she  became  the  wife  of  David  Phipps, 
of  Clinton  township,  by  whom  she  had  one 
daughter,  Henrietta  (Mrs.  Thero),  who  went 
to  live  in  Colorado.  Mrs.  Phipps  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1878,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  David 
Eakin's  family  consisted  of  nine  children: 
Rachel,  wife  of  S.  D.  Porter;  Samuel; 
Thomas,  deceased  young ;  Thomas  J. ;  Mary 
Jane,  widow  of  S.  Murphy  Lockard;  Martha 
L.,  widow  of  William  Witherup,  of  Kenner- 
dell:  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Fabian; 
Sarah  Ann,  Mrs.  John  Myers ;  and  David  V., 
born  in  Clinton  township  the  day  his  father 
died,  who  married  H.  E.  Cross  in  1876  and 
lives  in  Idaho. 

William  A.  Eakin,  son  of  Samuel  (Jr.) 
and  Margaret  (Campbell)  Eakin,  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1846,  in  the  house  where  he  yet  lives 
and  which  was  erected  two  years  before  his 
birth.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
local  schools,  and  he  was  well  trained  at  home 
to  meet  the  practical  responsibilities  of  life, 
as  his  prosperity  in  all  his  undertakings  would 
indicate.  That  part  of  the  old  home  place 
containing  the  homestead  fell  to  his  lot,  and 
he  has  cared  for  the  property  thriftily,  keep- 
ing up  the  family  name  for  well  directed  in- 
dustry. He  IS  one  of  the  best  known  residents 
of  his  neighborhood,  and  commands  the  un- 
qualified respect  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
alike.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years  Mr. 
Eakin  married  Mary  E.  Rosenberry,  of  Butler 
county,  whose  father,  Joseph  Rosenberry,  was 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  oil  operations ;  about 
1900  he  brought  in  a  well  which  produced  one 
hundred  barrels  during  the  first  twenty-four 
hours.  Mrs.  Eakin  died  in  1902,  the  mother 
of  two  children :   Elsie,  who  married  C.  M. 


Williams  and  died  in  1906;  and  Harry  Clyde, 
who  married  Mildred  Sloan  and  died  in  1908, 
aged  thirty  years.  His  widow  and  three  young 
daughters,  Gladys  May,  Mary  Luella  and 
Sarah  Belle,  continue  to  make  their  home  with 
Mr.  Eakin. 

A.  F.  Eakin  was  bom  Jan.  15,  1849,  '^  ^^e 
house  where  his  brother  William  now  lives, 
and  was  reared  there,  obtaining  a  good  com- 
mon school  education  in  the  home  neighbor- 
hood. He  has  had  various  business  interests 
besides  looking  after  the  part  of  the  old  farm 
which  he  owns,  having  acquired  different  oil 
holdings  and  operated  in  local  territory,  and 
still  retaining  a  share  in  some  Butler  county 
wells,  being  part  owner  of  the  Sadie  Oil  Com- 
pany, which  has  fifteen  producers.  About  1890 
he  and  his  brother  James  N.  Eakin  opened  a 
general  store  at  Eakins  Comers  which  they 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Eakin 
Brothers,  James  N.  taking  charge  of  the  es- 
tablishment, in  which  he  was  interested  for 
some  twenty  years.  His  share  was  eventu- 
ally purchased  by  A.  F.  Eakin,  who  still  car- 
ries it  on.  Mr.  Eakin  is  one  of  the  best  known 
merchants  in  his  part  of  the  county,  having 
been  postmaster  )at  Eakins  Corners  for  twenty 
years,  until  the  office  was  discontinued  for 
rural  free  delivery  service.  The  town  is  six 
miles  west  of  the  borough  of  Emlenton,  in 
Scmbgrass  township,  and  Mr.  Eakin  has  al- 
ways ranked  high  among  its  most  estimable 
citizens.  In  1875  ^^  married  Lena  Jamison, 
of  Butler  county,  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ters: Lottie  E..  wife  of  Dr.  F.  R.  Mastors,  of 
East  McKeesport,  Pa.;  and  Mary  M.,  for- 
merly a  teacher  in  Venango  county,  now  en- 
gaged in  kindergarten  work  in  Pittsburgh. 

James  N.  Eakin,  youngest  of  the  family  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  (Campbell)  Eakin,  had 
the  misfortune  to  become  crippled  when  six 
years  old,  but  he  has  led  an  active  and  pros^ 
peroys  life.  He  is  proficient  in  music  and 
has  taught  that  art;  was  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  at  Eakins  Corners  for  twenty 
years;  and  for  the  last  six  years  has  been  a 
hardware  dealer  at  Grove  City,  where  he 
makes  his  home.  He  still  owns  his  share  of 
the  old  home  farm. 

CHARLES  MILTON  RIDDLE,  late  of 
Clintonville.  was  one  of  the  most  estimable 
residents  of  that  borough.  As  business  man, 
friend,  neighbor  or  citizen  he  endeavored  to  do 
his  full  duty  by  all  those  with  whom  he  was 
associated,  and  he  commanded  their  respectful 
regard  by  his  exemplary  life  and  useful  ac- 
tivities, which  extended  into  all  the  channels 
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of  the  life  of  the  conunimity.  Bom  Feb.  14, 
1846,  on  the  farm*  in  Clinton  township,  Ven- 
ango county,  where  his  brother  William  now 
resides,  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  this  region,  established  here  at  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  now  well 
represented  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 
His  father,  John  Washington  Riddle,  own«l 
and  occupied  the  place  where  William  Riddle 
now  lives,  which  lies  two  miles  east  of  Clinton- 
ville.  An  account  of  John  Riddle,  his  grand- 
father, and  Matthew  Riddle,  his  great-grand- 
father, appears  in  the  family  sketch  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

Charles  Milton  Riddle  grew  up  on  the  home 
place,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  and  becoming  used  to 
farm  work  from  his  early  days.  Having 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  at  Clintonville, 
he  kept  a  shop  of  his  own  at  Kennerdell,  in 
Clinton  township,  where  he  also  held  the  posi- 
tion of  express  agent.  Returning  to  Clinton- 
ville he  settled  there  permanently,  being  asso- 
ciated for  some  years  with  Arch  Williams,  now 
of  Grove  City,  and  he  continued  to  follow  shoe- 
making  there  and  in  Pittsburgh  until  the  oil 
excitement  drew  him  into  that  business.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  building  of  oil  tanks,  rigs, 
shackles,  etc.,  from  1906,  being  so  occupied 
until  he  retired  because  of  failing  health,  some 
five  years  before  his  death.  Mr.  Riddle  was 
elected  to  the  offices  of  school  director  and 
constable  and  discharged  his  public  duties 
faithfully  and  competently,  being  chosen  to 
the  latter  position  several  times.  He  was  one 
of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  showed  the  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions by  advocating  its  principles  openly  when 
it  had  but  two  or  three  adherents  in  the  town, 
also  living  up  to  the  doctrines  he  espoused. 
He  and  his  wife  were  leading  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  borough 
and  untiring  in  their  efforts  in  its  behalf,  Mr. 
Riddle  always  doing  more  than  his  share  of 
church  and  Sunday  school  work. 

On  Feb.  27,  1873,  Mr.  Riddle  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Emma  Florence  Cross,  who  was 
bom  in  Clintonville  Nov.  17,  1850,  daughter  of 
Judge  Robert  Cross,  and  died  Feb.  6,  1894. 
Mr.  Riddle  passed  away  March  13,  191 6. 
They  are  buried  in  McKee  cemetery.  All  their 
married  life  but  the  first  few  months  was  spent 
in  the  home  at  Clintonville  long  occupied  by 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  S.  P.  Anderson  (now  of 
Rocky  Grove),  Mr.  Riddle  having  built  that 
residence  in  1874.  It  was  sold  to  Mr.  Ander- 
son in  IQ17.  Of  the  children  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.   Riddle   five  reached   maturity:     Lottie 


Winifred,  now  the  wife  of  N.  B.  Long,  of 
Shannon  City,  Iowa ;  Bertha  Alice,  who  is  the 
wife  of  B.  F.  Hovis,  of  Washingtonville,  Ohio; 
Sidney  Artemas,  who  lives  in  Rocky  Grove  and 
is  a  stockholder  and  employee  of  the  Producers' 
Supply  Company  of  Franklin;  Harriet  Eliza, 
wife  of  S.  P.  Anderson;  and  Ruth  Beatrice, 
wife  of  J.  A.  Dufford,  dmggist,  of  Clinton- 
ville, mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  woric. 

GORDON  S.  BOALS,  late  of  Sandy  Creek- 
township,  owned  and  occupied  a  fine  farm 
there  for  almost  fifty  years,  the  valuable  tract 
where  his  two  sons  are  now  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil  on  a  large  scale.  A  man 
of  substantial  character  and  energetic  tempera- 
ment, he  led  a  busy  and  successful  life,  both 
in  the  material  sense  and  in  his  usefulness 
as  a  member  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Boals  belonged  to  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family,  his  father,  Larue  Francis  Boals,  being 
a  native  of  Center  county,  where  the  Boals 
have  been  established  since  the  early  days, 
coming  thither  from  the  North  of  Ireland. 
They  are  of  Scotch-Irish  stock.  Boalsburjg^, 
Center  county,  is  named  for  them.  The  grand- 
father of  Gordon  S.  Boals  served  in  Wash- 
ington's regiment  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Larue  Francis  Boals  was  born  Feb.  9, 
1797,  and  was  reared  at  Boalsburg,  whence  he 
migrated  to  Venango  county  in  1832,  settling 
that  year  in  Sandy  Creek  township.  There  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  about  1876. 
His  wife,  Sarah  (Hunrick),  had  died  about 
two  years  previously,  when  nearly  eight>'. 
They  spent  their  lives  in  the  development  of 
their  farm  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  and  were 
highly  respected  as  useful,  honorable  citizens, 
Mr.  Boals  filled  various  township  offices,  and 
in  politics  was  associated  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  had  been  reared  a  Presbyterian,  but 
he  assisted  in  the  support  of  the  Pleasant 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  was 
located  half  a  mile  from  his  home.  We  have 
the  following  record  of  his  family:  David, 
who  moved  out  to  Nebraska,  spent  his  last 
year  in  Oregon,  dying  when  past  eighty ;  John 
removed  to  Iowa ;  Manuel  W.,  now  a  resident 
of  Alton,  111.,  left  home  when  a  young  man, 
and  has  been  engaged  principally  in  the  lum- 
ber business ;  Will  settled  in  the  West  and  still 
resides  there;  Frank  met  an  accidental  death 
when  eighteen  years  old,  falling  from  a  tree ; 
Snowdon  entered  the  Union  service  during  the 
Civil  war  and  died  of  starvation  in  Anderson- 
ville  prison  in  1864;  Gordon  S.  is  mentioned 
below. 

Gordon  S.  Boals  was  bom  June  2,  1834,  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■    I  >»      H»(    ,ti'A  '     <<    .J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VEXANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


913 


his  father's  farm  in  Sandy  Creek  township, 
the  property  now  occupied  by  A.  J.  Mont- 
gomery. .He  had  the  ordinary  advantages  for 
education  and  training  enjoyed  by  the  youth  of 
the  day,  and  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  as 
well  as  agriculture.  After  his  marriage  he 
lived  for  a  few  years  on  the  Jersey  farm  in 
Sandy  Creek  township,  selling  his  interests 
there  in  18^5  and  removing  to  Franklin,  where 
he  remained  two  years  doing  mechanical  work. 
He  was  engaged  as  a  stonemason,  and  as  such 
helped  to  build  the  first  cellar  wall  in  Oil  City, 
the  courthouse  at  Franklin,  and  the  old  M.  E. 
Church  there.  About  1867  he  purchased  the 
farm  in  Sandy  Creek  township  which  was  ever 
afterward  his  home,  his  death  occurring  there 
Sept.  28,  191 5.  The  place  was  cleared  when  it 
came  into  his  possession,  and  a  bam  had  been 
built,  but  all  the  rest  of  the  improvements 
were  the  result  of  his  labor.  He  was  a  thrifty 
general  farmer,  doing  well  in  his  agricultural 
operations,  and  also  had  a  couple  of  oil  wells 
on  the  property  which  augmented  his  income 
considerably.  However,  it  was  left  for  his 
sons  to  exploit  that  resource.  Though  he  re- 
tained his  residence  on  the  farm  to  the  close 
of  his  life,  he  lived  retired  during  the  last 
ten  years.  Mr.  Boals  was  a  worthy  citizen 
and  a  fi^d  neighbor,  a  member  of  the  Pleasant 
Grove  M.  E.  Church  and  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected men  in  his  locality.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat on  questions  of  public  policy. 

On  Jan.  12,  1859,  Mr.  Boals  married,  in 
Rockland  township,  this  county,  Lavina  J. 
Mortimore,  then  eighteen  years  old.  She  had 
been  left  an  orphan  and  as  a  young  girl  came  to 
live  with  the  family  of  Samuel  Gordon,  on  the 
hill,  remaining  th^re  until  her  marriage.  She 
survives  Mr.  Boals,  living  with  her  children. 
Five  children  were  born  to  this  union,  namely : 
Frank,  who  died  at  Bully  Hill  when  thirty- 
three  years  old,  had  been  engaged  as  an  oil 
pumper;  Emery  Jackson  (best  known  as 
"Jack")  is  mentioned  below;  Emma,  twin  of 
Emery  Jackson,  married  W.  S.  Morris,  and 
died  in  Wood  county,  Ohio ;  Ettie  is  the  widow 
of  William  H.  Graham,  of  Franklin;  Charles 
D.  completes  the  family. 

Charles  D.  Boals  was  bom  June  22,  1872, 
at  his  present  home  in  Sandy  Creek  township, 
three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  the  city  of 
Franklin.  There  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful as  a  general  farmer,  each  year  seeing 
some  new  improvement  on  his  property,  and 
he  has  also  developed  the  oil  resources,  having 
operated  profitably  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
is  energetic  and  progressive,  with  a  keen  sense 
of  his  responsibilities  to  the  community  which 


makes  him  a  very  good  citizen,  and  his  services 
in  the  cause  of  public  education  have  been 
especially  noteworthy.  For  sixteen  years  he 
has  been.a  member  of  the  board  of  education, 
and  for  five  years  president  of  that  body, 
whose  duties  are  quite  extensive,  there  being 
seven  schools  in  the  township.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Venango  County  School  Directors' 
Association.  Fraternally  Mr.  Boals  is  a  prom- 
inent Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  all  the 
branches,  lodge,  encampment  and  canton,  and 
he  has  passed  all  the  chairs,  being  a  past  cap- 
tain in  the  canton.  He  takes  great  pleasure  in 
attending  the  general  gatherings  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Boals  was  married,  when  twenty-four 
years  old,  to  Gertrude  Bell  Pyle,  then  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  who  was  reared  on  Bully 
Hill  and  is  a  daughter  of  Erastus  C.  Pyle,  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boals  have  had  two  children,  Marjorie  and 
Larue,  the  latter  living  at  home.  The  daugh- 
ter received  an  excellent  public  school  educa- 
tion and  also  took  a  course  in  bookkeeping, 
but  did  not  follow  it  long  before  her  marriage 
to  Scott  Tibbins.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boals  are 
members  of  the  East  Grove  M.  E.  Church,  in 
which  he  holds  the  official  position  of  steward. 

Emery  Jackson  Boals,  best  known  as 
*7ack"  Boals,  is  a  resident  of  Sandy  Creek 
township,  his  home  being  five  miles  south  of 
the  courthouse  and  near  East  Grove  M.  E. 
Church.  He  was  bom  on  an  adjoining  farm 
Sept.  6,  1862,  son  of  Gordon  S.  Boals,  and 
remained  at  home  until  married.  He  had  pub- 
lic school  privileges,  and  like  most  boys  of 
the  day  commenced  work  early,  learning  the 
practical  business  of  life  as  his  father's  as- 
sistant and  receiving  thorough  preparation  for 
self-support.  When  he  married  he  began 
housekeeping  on  the  tract  where  he  now  lives, 
and  which  had  been  owned  by  his  father  for 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years.  At  his  father's 
death  he  was  given  eighty-seven  acres  there, 
and  during  the  twenty  years  and  more  of  his 
residence  on  the  place  has  put  up  all  the  build- 
ings now  standing  there,  except  part  of  the 
house.  There  is  considerable  oil  on  the  farm, 
but  the  rights  are  leased  to  others,  who  operate 
forty  wells.  Mr.  Boals  also  inherited  one 
third  of  his  father's  old  home  place,  two  miles 
away,  and  practically  all  his  time  is  devoted 
to  the  oil  operations  there,  which  he  carries 
on  with  his  brother,  and  which  are  increasing 
yearly  under  their  progressive  management. 
About  twenty-one  years  ago  the  brothers  be- 
gan exploiting  the  oil  resources  on  the  prop- 
ert\\  Now  they  have  thirty-one  producing 
wells  in  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
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with  room  for  one  hundred  more  and  develop- 
ment going  on  as  fast  as  their  judgment  dic- 
tates. The  average  yield  compares  favorably 
with  the  production  in  the  locality,  their  work 
having  been  well  rewarded. 

When  thirty-three  years  old  Mr.  Boals  was 
married  to  Hattie  Pyle  (sister  of  John  A.  Pyle, 
mention  of^  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work),  who  was  then  twenty-three  years 
of  age.  They  have  two  children :  Walter  G., 
a  machinist  of  Oil  City,  this  county,  who  mar- 
ried Edna  DeVenny;  and  Mildred  L.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boals  are  prominent  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  East  Grove  M.  E.  Church,  in  which 
he  is  a  trustee  and  class  leader.  Like  his 
brother  he  is  well  known  in  Odd  Fellow  cir- 
cles, belonging  to  the  lodge,  encampment  and 
canton.  Mrs.  Boals  is  a  member  of  the 
Ladies  of  the  Maccabees.  For  the  last  ten 
years  Mr.  Boals  has  been  correspondent  for 
the  Franklin  Evening  Nezvs,  and  he  was  also 
associated  with  the  Oil  City  Derrick  in  that 
capacity  until  1918. 

CHARLES  BREED,  of  Cherrytree  town- 
ship, owns  and  occupies  the  property  which  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  his  family  for  just  a 
century,  at  what  since  their  settlement  has  been 
known  as  Breedtown,  three  miles  southwest  of 
Titusville. 

The  Breeds  are  of  New  England  origin, 
coming  to  this  region  from  Stonington,  Conn., 
and,  bringing  with  them  the  thrifty  habits  and 
keen  intelligence  for  which  that  section  has 
been  noted,  became  respected  as  highly  desir- 
able citizens  in  their  new  home.  Joseph  Breed, 
the  great-grandfather  of  Charles  Breed,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1757,  and  though  but 
a  youth  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  entered  the  service,  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  struggle  for  independence.  During  one 
battle  he  was  captured  by  two  British  soldiers, 
who  held  him  by  turns,  and  while  one  had  him 
by  the  coat  collar  he  managed  to  jump  out  of 
his  coat,  which  was  very  large  for  him,  thus 
making  his  escape.  They  fired  after  him,  how- 
ever, and  he  was  hit  in  the  leg  bv  two  buckshot, 
which  he  carried  with  him  to  his  grave.  Mr. 
Breed  married  Mary  Holmes,  of  Connecticut, 
and  they  came  to  Venango  county,  Pa.,  in  1818, 
with  their  family  of  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  then  married  but  one 
son  and  one  daughter  and  bringing  their  re- 
spective families.  They  bought  land  of  John 
Stiver,  who  then  moved  to  Ohio,  and  settled 
at  what  is  now  Breedtovvn,  where  Charles 
Breed  now  resides.  Joseph  Breed  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  but  they  all  engaged  in  farm- 


ing here.  He  died  Jan.  23,  1839,  aged  eighty- 
two  years,  and  was  interred  in  the  family 
graveyard  known  as  the  Breedtown  cemetery, 
being  the  only  Revolutionary  veteran  buried 
there.  Of  his  family,  the  eldest  son,  (i) 
Charles,  grandfather  of  Charles  Breed,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (2)  Nathan,  the  second  son, 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1789,  was  killed  by 
lightning  July  31,  1840,  while  haying;  he  was 
married  twice  and  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Amos  lives  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  and 
William  F.  (born  in  Cherrytree  township  June 
6,  1822),  became  a  farmer  and  breeder  of 
blooded  stock  in  Cherrytree  township.  In 
1848  he  married  Rosanna  Mcjinett,  who  died 
in  1 85 1,  and  in  1853  he  married  (second) 
Betsey  Anderson.  His  family  consisted  of 
four  children.  (3)  John  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  He  married  Jane  Mcjinett  (or 
McGinnett),  and  they  had  three  daughters,  all 
now  deceased,  viz.:  Mary,  who  married 
Robert  Peebles,  and  died  in  the  vicinity  of  her 
early  home,'  Rebecca,  who  married  Benjamin 
Mars  and  lived  at  Gresham,  two  miles  north  in 
Crawford  county;  and  Nancy,  who  married 
William  McGinnett  and  lived  and  died  at  her 
father's  old  farm,  part  of  which  is  now  owned 
by  Charles  Breed,  as  related  below.  Of  the 
two  daughters  who  came  hither  with  the  family 
in  18 1 8,  Mercy  and  Abby,  the  former  was  then 
the  wife  of  Capt.  Amos  Hancox,  who  like  his 
brothers-in-law  secured  a  tract  of  four  hun- 
dred acres,  each  making  a  good  farm. 

Charles  Breed,  eldest  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  March  17,  1783,  at  Stonington,  Conn., 
and  was  married  Jan.  3,  i8o8»  to  Mary  (Polly) 
Hancox.  When  they  came  to  Venango  county 
in  1818  their  family  consisted  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  and  another  daughter  was 
subsequently  bom  to  them.  They  settled  at  the 
present  home  of  Charles  Breed  and  built  the 
house  which  is  still  standing  there.  Of  their 
family,  Charles  moved  out  to  Iowa  in  early 
manhood  and  made  a  permanent  home  there : 
Joseph  settled  on  a  farm  in  Crawford  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  lived  and  died ;  Maria  married 
Henry  Ricketts  and  they  removed  to  Delaware 
county,  Iowa,  where  they  spent  their  lives; 
Sally  married  Robert  Lewis  and  died  near 
Gresham.  Crawford  county;  Roswell  completes 
the  family.  All  married.  The  mother  died 
June  ID,  1843,  the  father  Feb.  18,  1858,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years. 

Roswell  Breed  was  bom  Sept.  21,  181 5,  at 
Stonington.  Conn.,  and  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  at  Breedtown,  remaining  there  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage.  A  year  or  two  later  he 
returned  to  the  place  and  took  charge  of  its 
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cultivation,  buying  out  the  shares  of  the  other 
heirs  to  the  property,  in  accordance  with  his 
father's  wishes.  In  his  day  it  comprised 
seventy-five  acres,  which  he  improved  sys- 
tematically, building  a  substantial  bam  in  1867. 
He  was  the  last  of  his  generation  to  remain  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  his  family  are  the  only 
representatives  of  the  name  there  now.  A  man 
of  active  mind  and  keenly  interested  in  the 
general  welfare,  he  participated  to  some  ex- 
tent in  public  affairs,  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board.  His  death  occurred  Dec.  20, 
1891. 

On  Jan.  31,  1840,  Mr.  Breed  married  Amelia 
Fleming,  who  was  bom  Aug.  10,  1819,  ^^^  died 
in  April,  1841,  leaving  a  son,  Edward,  who  died 
in  childhood.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Breed 
married,  Jan.  4,  1842,  Ann  Lamb,  who  was 
born  Sept.  21,  1818,  daughter  of  James  and 
Rebecca  Lamb,  her  father  a  prominent  farmer 
and  long-time  justice  of  the  peace  at  Plumer, 
\"enango  county,  where  he  died  in  old  age.  His 
son  John  Lamb  later  sold  the  old  farm  for 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  and  moved  out 
to  Niles,  Ohio.  The  Humboldt  refinery  was 
established  on  the  Lamb  property.  Mrs.  Breed 
was  a  remarkable  woman,  living  to  her  nine- 
tieth year,  and  being  confined  to  her  bed  only 
one  day  before  her  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
9,  1908.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
namely :  Ann  Amelia  has  never  married,  and 
lives  on  the  home  farm  with  her  brother 
Oiarles.  James  Roswell,  born  July  20,  1844, 
in  his  active  years  a  carpenter  and  farmer  liv- 
ing two  and  a  quarter  miles  from  Titusville  in 
Qierrytree  township,  married  Jan.  31,  1872, 
Mary  J.  Alcorn,  daughter  of  Robert,  and  had 
one  son;  James  R.  Breed  is  quite  active  in 
township  affairs.  Charles  is  next  in  the  family. 
William  Judson  settled  in  Qayton  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  taught  school  at  Edgewood 
and  was  also  engaged  in  merchandising:  he 
died  Jan.  15,  1901. 

Charles  Breed  was  born  Jan.  7,  1847,  i"  the 
house  where  he  is  still  residing,  and  has  spent 
all  his  life  on  the  home  farm  in  Cherrytree 
township.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  schools,  and  was  thoroughly  fitted  for  the 
practical  duties  of  life  as  his  father's  helper, 
continuing  to  look  after  his  parents  faithfully 
as  long  as  they  were  spared.  He  has  been 
successful  both  as  a  farmer  and  oil  producer, 
having  added  fifty  acres  of  his  uncle  John's 
farm  to  the  original  seventy-five,  making  a 
most  desirable  property.  It  is  in  oil  territory, 
and  for  eight  or  nine  years  he  leased  part  of 
the  home  tract  to  others.  Now  it  is  all  under 
lease  to  others,  there  being  eighteen  producing 


wells  at  present  on  the  old  home  farm.  There 
are  also  sixteen  producing  wells  on  that  part 
which  was  formerly  included  in  his  uncle's 
farm.  Mr.  Breed  himself  has  never  operated 
in  oil. 

Mr.  Breed,  though  not  ambitious  for  official 
honors,  has  been  willing  to  do  his  duty  as  a 
citizen,  and  he  has  given  conscientious,  capable 
service  in  township  positions  without  seeking 
influence  or  glory,  but  the  opportunity  to  help 
his  community's  progress.  Like  the  rest  of  his 
family  he  has  been  an  old-school  Democrat,  the 
family  having  supported  the  party  throughout 
its  existence.  They  have  all  been  supporters 
also  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  of  every 
worthy  enterprise  which  called  for  their  co- 
operation. 

FRANK  P.  BELL,  general  merchant  at 
Uniontown,  on  the  Pittsburgh  pike  one  mile 
from  Franklin,  belongs  to  a  family  which  has 
been  represented  in  business  activities  in  Ven- 
ango county  for  three  generations.  The  Bells 
have  been  well  known  and  respected  residents 
of  Franklin  since  the  early  forties.  In  1841 
William  Bell,  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle 
here,  came  to  the  United  States  from  England, 
and  after  living  at  different  places  in  New 
York,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  chose  Franklin 
for  his  permanent  home.  He  was  joined  here 
in  1849  by  a  younger  brother,  Joseph,  the 
grandfather  of  Frank  P.  Bell,  with  whom  came 
Matthew,  the  youngest  brother.  The  latter 
left  after  a  short  stay  at  Franklin,  and  even- 
tually landed  in  Minnesota,  then  on  the  ex- 
treme frontier,  where  he  was  living  at  the 
time  of  the  Sioux  massacre  in  1862.  He 
finally  retumed  to  Franklin,  however,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  un- 
married. 

Joseph  Bell,  of  whose  posterity  this  article 
treats,  was  born  March  31,  1819,  at  Low 
House,  in  the  parish  of  Hahwhistle,  County 
of  Northumberland,  England.  His  father, 
William  Bell,  had  been  formerly  a  lead  miner 
at  Alston  Moor,  in  Cumberlandshire,  until  he 
bought  and  moved  to  a  small  farm  at  Eels  or 
Ealings,  in  the  parish  of  Knaresdale,  North- 
umberland. Eels  lay  in  the  valley  of  the 
South  Tyne,  between  the  towns  of  Haltwhistle 
and  Alston.  The  South  Tyne  became  a  tor- 
rent during  heavy  rains,  and  in  an  unusual 
storm  part  of  the  most  productive  land  in  the 
farm  was  washed  away,  some  of  the  remainder 
being  rendered  almost  worthless  by  the  residue 
of  boulders  and  gravel  when  the  waters  sub- 
sided. William  Bell  had  seven  sons,  but 
neither  he  nor  they  were  practical  farmers,  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


916 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


familiar  with  business  practices,  and  thty  could 
no  more  than  meet  the  expenses  of  maintain- 
ing the  large  family,  and  pay  taxes  and  inter- 
est on  the  mortgage,  much  less  clear  the  land 
of  that  indebtedness.  So  the  farm  was  finally 
sold,  and  the  father  went  to  work  in  the  coal 
mines.  He  was  a  natural  musician,  possessing 
a  good  voice  and  the  ability  to  sing  pleasingly, 
and  occasionally  taught  singing  and  took  parts 
in  church  choirs.  He  married  Rachel  Smith, 
whose  father  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  English 
army,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
sons  and  three  daughters.  The  parents  are 
buried  in  Knaresdale  churchyard,  near  Eels. 
It  is  said  that  they  differed  in  physical  makeup 
as  much  as  in  disposition,  William  Bell  being 
tall,  spare  and  muscular,  while  his  wife  was  of 
medium  height,  round-built  and  fleshy.  He  is 
described  as  a  man  of  strong  emotions  and  un- 
reasoning temper,  his  wife  as  kind,  gentle  and 
sympathetic. 

Joseph  Bell  had  meager  educational  oppor- 
tunities, only  such  instruction  in  the  rudiments 
as  the  irregularly  conducted  schools  of  the 
rural  districts  in  England,  supported  by  their 
patrons,  afforded.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to 
earn  he  began  to  assist  with  the  support  of  the 
family,  and  continued  to  do  so  up  to  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  April  i6,  1842,  to  Elizabeth 
Todd,  of  Quarry  House,  Coanwood,  North- 
umberland, born  in  1816,  daughter  of  James 
Todd,  a  miller  and  farmer,  who  is  buried  in 
Wetheral  churchyard,  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
Eden,  a  few  miles  east  of  Carlisle.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bell  were  married  at  Gretna  Green,  near 
Gretna,  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  a  Mr.  Lytle,  a  blacksmith, 
who  often  officiated  in  that  capacity.  The 
famous  little  hamlet  just  over  the  Scottish 
border  is  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  from 
Knaresdale,  and  the  young  couple  walked  about 
twelve  miles  to  Brampton,  where  they  hired  a 
horse  and  gig  to  drive  the  rest  of  the  way. 
Theirs  was  not  a  runaway  match,  but  Joseph 
Bell,  with  the  sturdy  independence  of  mind 
which  characterized  him  throughout  life,  had 
no  desire  to  be  married  in  the  Established 
Church,  whose  local  representatives  had  not 
been  of  the  kind  to  inspire  his  respect,  and  he 
literally  went  forty  miles  out  of  his  wav  to 
register  a  protest  against  conditions  which  he 
did  not  consider  just.  In  those  days  the  church 
and  state  authorities  had  many  powers  which 
have  since  been  abrogated,  and  the  rights  and 
property  of  poor  men  were  not  held  sacred. 
By  great  thrift  and  care  Joseph  Bell  had  in  his 
youth  acquired  a  small  flock  of  pure  bred 
pouhry,  and  he  could  not  forget  that  the  parish 


priest  had  taken  one  of  his  best  fowls  for 
tithes.  Again,  in  common  with  many  of  his 
class,  he  enjoyed  hunting  as  much  as  the  well- 
to-do,  but  a  poor  man  could  not  carry  a  gim, 
legally,  without  a  license,  and  if  found  with 
game  in  his  possession  he  was  liable  to  arrest, 
fine,  imprisonment  or  even  "transportation." 
which  then  implied  deportation  to  a  penal 
colony.  Hence  many  indulged  in  poaching, 
although  the  woods  were  watched  so  carefully 
that  the  practice  was  dangerous  and  fatal  en- 
counters between  gamekeepers  and  poachers 
were  common  enough.  Joseph  Bell  and  his 
brothers  were  themselves  guilty  of  occasional 
poaching,  owning  a  gun  that  could  be  taken 
apart  quickly  and  hidden  in  pockets  on  the 
inside  of  the  heavy  coat  that  also  ser\'ed  as 
game  bag,  and  a  Scotch  terrier  that  was  as  keen 
for  the  sport  as  themselves.  The  young  man 
knew  he  was  breaking  the  laws,  but  he  also 
knew  that  the  laws  were  not  right,  and  the 
older  he  grew  the  more  he  chaf^  about  cir- 
cumstances over  which  he  had  no  control. 
After  his  marriage  he  had  begun  housekeeping 
at  Ealings  in  a  little  stone  cottage  called 
'Thillip's  House,"  standing  on  the  side  of  what 
is  called  The  Barrel  Hill,  the  site  of  one  of  the 
old-time  beacons  that  were  lighted  to  alarm 
the  neighborhood  in  the  days  when  it  was  sub- 
ject to  invasions  by  the  Scotch  immediately  to 
the  north.  They  afterward  removed  to  the 
'*Stone  House,"  in  Coanwood,  and  later  to  the 
"Engine  House,"  in  Hartley  Bum.  But  at 
that  time  there  was  little  occupation  in  the 
region  for  the  unskilled  laborer  except  work 
in  the  coal  mines,  which  was  not  only  unwhole- 
some, toilsome  and  dangerous,  but  very  poorly 
paid,  and  Mr.  Bell,  being  a  man  of  unusual 
intelligence  and  forethought,  decided  after  a 
few  years  that  he  could  never  better  himself 
or  his  family  in  that  environment.  America, 
whither  an  older  brother  had  gone,  seemed  to 
offer  the  desired  opportunity,  and  with  three 
children  to  provide  for  he  determined  to  make 
a  change  while  he  was  still  young  and  his 
responsibilities  moderate,  though  he  had  little 
money  and  no  knowledge  of  the  world.  The 
family  journeyed  to  Carlisle  and  thence  to 
Maryport,  on  the  Cumberland  coast,  where 
they  took  a  small  steamer  for  Liverpool,  sail- 
ing from  there  on  or  about  May  i.  1849,  after 
a  brief  wait  while  passage  was  being  secured 
for  New  York.  The  voyage  across  was  made 
in  the  packet  "Ivanhoe."  which  arrived  at  her 
destination  some  time  in  June,  and  the  rest  of 
the  trip  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  made  bv  river,  canal 
and  lake  as  far  as  Erie,  was  one  of  comparative 
comfort,  after  their  experience  at  sea.    Thev 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


917 


went  up  the  Hudson  to  Albany  on  the  steamer 
**Oregon,"  thence  by  way  of  the  New  York 
and  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,  Mr.  Bell  walkin^^  a 
good  part  of  the  way  along  the  canal,  viewing 
the  new  country  and  buying  milk  and  fruit  to 
help  out  the  food  which  the  little  family  had 
provided  ahead.  At  Buffalo  they  took  steamer 
for  Erie,  coming  the  rest  of  the  way  by  stage- 
coach to  Franklin,  where  they  found  William 
Bell  awaiting  them.  The  little  store  of  money 
was  about  gone,  and  Joseph  Bell  immediately 
sought  employment.  His  first  wages,  fifty 
cents  for  a  day  of  ten  hours,  did  not  seem  like 
an  advance  upon  his  former  remuneration. 
But  as  he  became  known  he  did  better,  and  he 
soon  felt  himself  in  a  position  to  undertake 
the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  land,  the  great  am- 
bition of  those  who  come  from  the  old  coun- 
tries, where  the  price  is  usually  prohibitive  so 
far  as  the  working  classes  are  concerned.  His 
purchase  was  a  little  tract  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  town,  and  he  put  up  a  rude  house  there, 
largely  of  his  own  construction,  which  he  and 
his  family  occupied  for  several  years.  The 
land  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  was 
not  considered  valuable  by  the  average  pur- 
chaser, but  Mr.  Bell  converted  it  by  his  labor 
into  a  beautiful  and  profitable  garden,  fenced 
in,  and  planted  with  fruit  trees,  vines,  bushes, 
plants  and  flowers,  some  of  which  he  had 
brought  from  England  with  him.  While  yet 
a  boy,  at  Ealings,  he  and  his  favorite  brother 
John  had  spent  their  odd  moments  in  making 
a  garden,  buildiog  a  stone  wall  around  a  small 
piece  of  common  before  the  house  (part  of 
which  had  once  been  a  road)  and  planting  it 
carefully,  and  turning  an  unpromising  piece  of 
ground  into  a  productive  spot.  So  it  was  with 
the  little  plot  he  acquired.  His  neighbors 
found  it  hard  to  understand  how  he  could  ex- 
pend so  much  labor  upon  a  small  and  rather 
undesirable  tract  until  they  saw  what  he  made 
of  it.  Later  he  bought  another  piece  of  land, 
about  a  mile  from  Franklin,  to  which  he  made 
an  addition  which  brought  the  area  up  to 
nearly  thirty  acres  (it  is  now  thirty-three 
acres),  at  the  time  of  its  purchase  covered  with 
timber,  which  he  had  to  clear  off  before  he 
could  commence  cultivating.  He  cleared  out 
trees  to  make  a  site  for  his  new  dwelling  near 
a  fine  spring  and  here  made  a  permanent  home, 
the  place  still  occupied  by  his  daughters.  The 
apples  which  he  planted  are  still  yielding  well 
enough  to  make  a  substantial  addition  to  the 
income  from  the  property,  and  a  fine  sand  pit 
on  the  tract  near  the  home  is  also  profitably 
worked  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Bell  cleared 
most  of  this  tract  of  wood  and  stones,  work- 


ing hard  to  get  ahead  and  doing  a  large  part 
of  the  labor  necessary  for  the  upkeep  of  his 
home  and  garden  before  or  after  a  usual  day's 
work  elsewhere.  After  dark  he  would  work  by 
candle  light  in  the  house,  at  basket  making  or 
in  the  construction  of  some  piece  of  necessary 
furniture.  He  followed  various  occupations  in 
the  course  of  his  industrious  career.  For  a 
short  time  he  worked  in  a  coal  mine,  and  he 
also  did  farm  labor  for  others,  rough  mason 
work,  quarrying  and  nursery  work,  the  latter 
not  only  his  most  congenial  employment 
always,  but  a  continual  source  of  pleasure  and 
his  chief  recreation  throughout  life.  He 
studied  botany  in  order  to  learn  the  names  and 
habits  and  characteristics  of  the  vegetation 
familiar  to  him,  and  the  different  branches  of 
horticulture  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his 
operations  intelligently  and  scientifically,  and 
was  well  rewarded  for  his  pains.  For  ten  years 
he  was  in  the  nursery  business  on  the  Dale 
farm,  above  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  rail- 
road station.  His  interest  in  agriculture  and 
horticulture  benefited  others  as  well  as  him- 
self, for  he  assisted  in  forming  and  managing 
several  agricultural  societies  in  the  county  at 
various  times,  taking  an  active  part  in  their 
discussions  and  fairs.  He  kept  up  his  study  of 
plant  life,  collecting  and  preserving  specimens, 
and  acquaintances  visiting  different  regions 
were  often  commissioned  to  bring  him  speci- 
mens of  rare  plants  or  woods,  his  collection 
being  thus  enriched  by  contributions  from 
many  other  States,  notably  Colorado,  and  from 
Europe. 

In  1858  Mr.  Bell  leased  the  Plumer  quarry, 
which  was  conveniently  situated  on  the  Frank- 
lin branch  of  the  Lake  Shore  road  and  had  a 
rock  deposit  thirty  feet  thick,  and  seventy-five 
feet  from  low  water  mark.  This  he  conducted 
for  a  number  of  years  as  the  Franklin  Stone 
Quarry,  his  son  James  T.  Bell  being  later  his 
partner  in  this  enterprise,  under  the  name  of 
Joseph  Bell  and  Son.  Mr.  Bell  had  to  seek 
business  untiringly  in  order  to  make  operations 
at  this  plant  profitable,  creating  a  home  market 
for  the  stone  flagging  which  he  took  out,  and 
he  received  his  first  notable  encouragement  in 
1865,  when  local  property  owners  became  in- 
terested in  the  matter.  From  that  time  the 
substantial  sidewalks  of  Franklin,  which  he 
provided,  were  the  pride  of  the  place,  and  at 
times  as  many  as  twenty  men  were  employed 
in  the  quarry,  though  the  work  was  conducted 
with  less  help  later. 

Physically  Mr.  Bell  was  spare  and  muscular, 
over  six  feet  tall,  with  light  hair  and  eyes,  and 
possessing  great  natural  strength  and  endur- 
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ance  kq)t  his  health,  in  spite  of  hard  work, 
until  two  or  three  years  before  his  death.  He 
inherited  his  father's  liking  for  vocal  music 
and  to  some  extent  his  ability  as  a  singer, 
though  his  voice  was  seldom  heard  except  in 
the  domestic  circle.  His  fondness  for  reading 
gave  him  enjoyment  to  the  end  of  his  life,  and 
after  botany  he  preferred  works  on  history 
and  travel,  becoming  very  well  informed. 
Being  observant  and  methodical,  for  many 
years  he  kept  a  record  of  events  which  he 
considered  worthy  of  remembrance,  including 
the  state  of  the  weather,  with  the  readings  of 
the  thermometer  and  barometer,  direction  of 
the  wind,  character  of  clouds  and  time  and 
quantity  of  rainfall ;  and  for  several  years  he 
was  a  volunteer  observer  for  the  government 
Signal  Service.  Wherever  he  went  his  force 
of  character  and  native  ability  won  recognition 
from  the  substantial  members  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  his  kindly  disposition,  impartial  cour- 
tesy to  people  of  all  classes,  high  principles  and 
strict  sense  of  responsibility  in  all  the  relations 
of  life,  won  him  the  affectionate  esteem  of  all. 
After  his  arrival  in  the  United  States  he  be- 
came naturalized  as  soon  as  possible,  and  he 
was  always  faithful  to  his  duties  as  a  citizen 
and  mindful  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
His  high  ideals  and  public  spirit  were  much 
appreciated,  and  he  was  called  upon  for  serv- 
ice in  several  local  offices,  which  he  filled  ably. 
For  several  years  he  was  president  of  the 
Franklin  Cemetery  Association,  holding  this 
position,  for  which  he  was  peculiarly  well 
qualified,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
made  a  Mason  March  28.  1862,  in  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  316,  F[  &  A.  M.,  of  Franklin;  be- 
came proficient  in  the  unwritten  work  of  the 
fraternity,  in  which  he  instructed  others,  and 
was  elected  to  the  highest  offices  in  that  body 
and  in  Venango  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Frank- 
lin. His  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
his  Masonic  brethren. 

Mr.  Bell  died  Aug.  7,  1892,  in  his  seventy- 
fourth  year,  his  wife  passing  away  six  years 
later,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  They  had  cele- 
brated the  golden  anniversary  of  their  marriage 
in  the  April  previous  to  his  death.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  to  them,  (i)  William  Temple 
Bell,  attorney,  later  florist,  died  in  Franklin; 
his  widow  and  family  survive.  (2)  James 
Todd,  a  stonemason,  died  when  about  sixty 
years  old.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  four 
children,  all  living  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  ex- 
cept a  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Cumings,  and  son, 
Donald  Bell,  in  Franklin.  Pa.  (3)  Jane  Floter 
lives  with  her  sister  at  the  old  home.  (4) 
Joseph  and  (5)  John,  twins,  died  in  infancy. 


(6)  Rachel  Ann  Bell  lives  with  her  sister  at 
the  old  home  at  Uniontown.  (7)  Margaret 
died  in  1857,  aged  three  years,  ten  months. 
(8)  George  Byron  was  the  father  of  Frank 
P.  Bell.  All  of  the  family  have  been  associated 
with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Franklin,  and  the 
Misses  Bell  are  workers  in  the  Sunday  school 
at  Uniontown. 

George  Byron  Bell,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Todd)  Bell,  was  born  in  Franklin  Dec. 
3,  1858,  and  died  July  25,  1899.  He  had  his 
father's  gift  for  horticulture  and  became  a 
successful  florist,  living  at  Uniontown,  which 
is  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  near  Franklin. 
On  July  4,  1882,  Mr.  Bell  married  Laura  E. 
Birtcil,  of  Franklin,  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Mary  (Griffin)  Birtcil,  of  that  city,  her  father 
at  one  time  a  resident  of  Rockland  township. 
Of  the  three  children  bom  to  this  union  two 
grew  to  maturity,  Frank  Paul  and  Bertha,  the 
latter  now  engaged  as  a  saleswoman  in  Frank- 
lin. Mrs.  George  B.  Bell  and  her  daughter 
reside  in  the  old  Bell  home  at  Uniontown,  close 
to  Franklin,  with  the  two  surviving  daughters 
of  Joseph  Bell. 

Frank  Paul  Bell  acquired  his  early  business 
training  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  William  T. 
Bell,  in  whose  florist  establishment  he  spent 
five  years.  Ten  years  ago  he  started  business 
on  his  own  account,  building  the  store  at  his 
present  location  which  he  has  since  occupied, 
and  where  he  now  enjoys  a  flourishing  trade. 
He  has  enlarged  the  scope  of  the  business  as 
prosperity  permitted,  and  has  acquired  an  ever 
widening  patronage  by  the  most  honorable 
means,  giving  his  customers  value  and  service 
which  can  not  fail  to  hold  them.  Mr.  Bell 
deserves  his  success  and  good  prospects,  and 
has  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  his  many  fellow 
citizens  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  in 
either  business  or  personal  associations.  He 
finds  an  enjoyable  hobby  in  his  interest  in  fine 
breeds  of  sporting  dogs. 

When  twenty-one  years  old  Mr.  Bell  mar- 
ried Blanch  A.  Ransdale,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Raymond  and  Elizabeth. 

JAMES  ROGERS  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  production  on  the  noted  Grant  oil  lease  on 
Galloway  Hill  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  the  profitable  operation  of  the 
property  has  been  entirely  in  his  hands  during 
that  period.  It  is  a  responsibility  which  only  a 
competent  man,  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
oil  business,  could  handle  acceptably,  and  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  intrusted  to  him  makes 
comment  upon  his  ability  unnecessary.  Mr. 
Rogers   has   made   good   all    around,    having 
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equally  high  standing  in  his  business  relations, 
his  friendships  and  as  a  citizen. 

Bom  Jan.  i6,  i860,  in  Canal  township,  Ven- 
ango Co.,  Pa.,  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  son  of  Robert 
B.  Rogers  and  a  grandson  of  David  and  Lila 
(Beatty)  Rogers.  David  Rogers  was  a  native 
of  Ireland  who  settled  in  Jackson  township, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years.  Robert  B.  Rogers  was  reared 
in  Jackson  township,  and  followed  fanning, 
but  he  was  most  widely  known  as  a  teacher 
of  vocal  music  in  the  days  of  the  old-fashioned 
singing  schools  and  leader  of  the  singing  in  the 
old  U.  B.  Church  in  Canal  township.  He  was 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  121st  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, and  received  serious  injuries  on  the 
battlefield,  having  his  leg  broken.  Though  he 
lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  he  never 
fully  recovered  from  the  hardships  of  his  army 
life,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  days  were 
shortened  thereby.  He  died  at  Cooperstown, 
this  county. 

In  January,  1877,  when  only  a  youth  of 
seventeen,  James  Refers  went  to  work  in  the 
oil  fields,  having  had  such  preparation  for  life 
as  the  common  schools  of  the  day  aflforded, 
with  the  usual  practical  experience  enjoyed  by 
farmers'  sons.  He  began  as  a  laborer  about 
the  wells,  and  became  familiar  with  the  various 
details  of  production  as  time  went  by,  showing 
such  reliability  that  fifteen  years  after  com- 
mencing this  work  he  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
entire  production  of  the  Grant  lease,  a  famous 
piece  of  oil  land  on  Galloway  Hill.  It  is  one 
mile  south  of  Franklin,  in  Sugarcreek  town- 
ship. This  Hill  was  at  one  time  the  center  of 
considerable  oil  excitement  and  has  never  lost 
its  reputation  as  a  productive  field,  most  of  the 
production  going  on  there  now  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  Grant  Oil  Company.  At  the 
present  time  they  have  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  producing  wells  there,  and  Mr.  Rogers 
keeps  nine  or  ten  men  busy  in  looking  after 
operations  on  this  lease,  besides  looking  after 
six  wells  of  his  own  on  an  adjoining  farm. 
The  oversight  and  management  of  so  large  a 
property  involve  constant  care  and  unceasing 
vigilance.  Any  stoppage  or  breakdown  of 
machinery  must  receive  instant  attention,  re- 
gardless of  time  or  weather,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  loss  of  production  or  efficiency  of  equip- 
ment, and  this  means  that  Mr.  Rogers  has  had 
to  renounce  vacations  and  hold  himself  in 
readiness  for  arduous  duties  any  time.  But 
his  thoughtfulness.  capability  and  conscien- 
tiousness have  been  recognized  and  rewarded, 
and  have  not  only  brought  him  to  a  substantial 


position  from  the  worldly  standpoint,  but  have 
gained  him  a  reputation  for  intelligence  and 
character  far  more  valuable.  He  has  often  had 
to  do  his  duty .  under  disagreeable  conditions 
and  difficulties,  but  nothing  has  kept  him  from 
its  faithful  performance. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  married,  when  nineteen 
years  old,  to  Nancy  B.  Morrison,  who  died  ten 
years  later,  the  mother  of  one  son,  Oren  Clif- 
ton, who  is  now  following  his  trade  of  molder 
as  a  foreman  in  Detroit,  Mich.  By  his  second 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ida  V.  McGin- 
nis,  and  who  was  a  resident  of  Galloway  Hill, 
he  has  had  four  children,  three  surviving, 
namely :  Robert  Wilbur,  who  is  working  with 
his  father ;  Ruth  Victoria,  at  home ;  and  James, 
who  is  employed  as  a  ganger  on  the  pipe  line. 

ISAAC  S.  LATCHAW  has  resided  at  his 
present  home  in  Irwin  township  for  over  forty 
years,  and  its  value  as  a  farm  property  is 
principally  the  result  of  his  industry  and  good 
management.  Though  his  time  is  devoted 
mostly  to  general  agriculture  now  he  was  ac- 
tive for  a  number  of  years  in  the  oil  business, 
and  he  retains  some  interests  in  local  wells, 
some  on  his  own  place  and  others  near  by. 

The  Latchaw  family  is  well  and  favorably 
known  in  Irwin  township,  where  it  has  been 
represented  since  1858,  when  the  grandparents 
of  Isaac  S.  Latchaw  settled  on  a  farm  at 
Barkeyville.  They  came  originally  from  east 
of  the  mountains  in  Pennsylvania,  and  first 
located  in  Butler  county,  removing  thence  to 
Venango  county,  where  they  spent  the  rest 
of  their  lives,  dying  on  their  farm  in  old  age, 
the  grandfather  when  eighty-two  years  old, 
the  grandmother  when  eighty-four. 

Jacob  Latchaw,  father  of  Isaac  S.  Latchaw, 
became  owner  of  the  paternal  farm  at  Barkey- 
ville, and  remained  there  until  his  death,  in 
the  spring  of  1900.  Some  of  his  family  still 
reside  there.  He  married  Mary  StauflFer,  and 
of  the  children  bom  to  them  eight  reached  ma- 
turity, namely:  Sarah  married  Eli  Camer,  a 
farmer,  and  both  died  near  Barkeyville :  their 
children  are  still  on  the  home  farm.  Lizzie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- four  years,  was 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Raysor  and  lived  near 
Barkeyville.  Nannie  married  Robert  Wood- 
ling  and  died  when  past  middle  age;  he  was 
engaged  as  an  oil  producer.  Emma  married 
James  Kelley,  of  Bessemer.  Pa.,  an  oil  pro- 
ducer. Sidney  farmed  in  Rockland  township, 
this  county,  and  also  followed  his  trade  of 
carpenter.  Isaac  S.  is  next  in  the  family. 
Jacob  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  his 
death  in  191 7.    Austin  was  a  teacher  in  Ven- 
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ango  county  for  three  or  four  years  during 
his  young  manhood  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  newspaper  work,  beine  at  present  a  member 
of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Star  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  where  he  resides. 

Isaac  S.  Latchaw  was  bom  Nov.  14,  1853, 
near  Harmony,  in  Butler  county,  Pa.,  and  was 
educated  in  Irwin  township,  being  a  mere 
child  when  the  family  settled  at  Barkeyville. 
He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  and 
was  thoroughly  trained  to  agricultur.al  pur- 
suits, also  developing  considerable  mechanical 
skill  which  he  found  useful  not  only  in  his 
care  and  use  of  farm  implements,  but  also  in 
his  work  in  the  oil  fields.  At  the  a^e  of  twenty- 
two  years  he  married  Henrietta  Stewart,  who 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  they  have  since 
lived,  and  who  was  then  sixteen  years  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latchaw  had  been  neighbors  and 
companions  all  their  lives.  Her  father's  health 
being  poor,  Mr.  Latchaw  took  charge  of  the 
Stewart  farm  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and 
Mr.  Stewart  dying  a  couple  of  years  later,  in 
1877,  he  continued  there,  though  the  tract  of 
210  acres  was  then  divided.  By  inheritance 
and  purchase  of  others'  interests  he  has  ac- 
quired 120  acres  of  the  property,  and  his  son 
Boyd  has  also  bought  a  portion  of  it,  owning 
the  old  homestead  site.  Though  he  has  had 
the  management  of  the  farm  ever  since  his 
marriage,  and  always  maintained  his  home 
there,  Mr.  Latchaw  was  for  many  years  oc- 
cupied with  outside  interests,  becommg  inter- 
ested in  work  at  the  oil  wells  as  a  tool  dresser 
and  driller.  The  Stewart  farm  oil  rights  were 
leased  and  for  twelve  years  it  was  a  productive 
field,  thirty-five  wells  being  still  active  there. 
Mr.  Latchaw  now  gives  all  his  attention  to 
general  farming  on  his  home  place,  which  he 
has  developed  to  a  profitable  state,  has  erected 
substantial  new  buildings  there,  and  is  improv- 
ing the  property  to  compare  favorably  with 
any  in  the  vicinity.  It  is  located  three  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  Qintonville,  and  is  fifteen 
miles  south  of  the  county  seat.  He  owns  a 
quarter  interest  in  an  oil  lease  near  by,  with  ten 
productive  wells.  Mr.  Latchaw  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  political  sentiment,  but  he  has  not 
taken  any  part  in  public  affairs  except  as  a 
voter,  and  he  has  never  cared  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  office. 

Five  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Latchaw:  Elma  is  the  wife  of  Harry 
Hoffman,  an  oil  producer,  of  Clintonville ; 
Edith  is  the  wife  of  Hart  Hoffman,  of  near 
Clintonville,  an  oil  producer;  Ola  is  married 
to  Ord  Eakin,  who  also  lives  near  Clintonville 
and  is  engaged  in  the  oil  fields;  Grace  is  the. 


wife  of  Fred  McDaniel,  an  oil  producer,  of 
near  Bullion;  Boyd  married  Sadie  McMillan 
and  has  two  children.  Earl  and  Arnold.  Boyd 
Latchaw  was  a  teacher  in  Venango  county  for 
some  years  and  has  continued  his  interest  in 
educational  matters,  being  at  present  a  member 
of  the  school  board  and  secretary  of  that  body. 
Francis  Marion  Stewart,  father  of  Mrs. 
Latchaw,  was  bom  in  Butler  county,  Pa.,  son 
of  John  Henry  Stewart.  They  came  to  Ven- 
ango county  about  1855,  J^h"  Henry  Stewart 
settling  on  the  farm  in  Irwin  township  which 
has  since  been  owned  by  his  postenl^,  and 
Francis  M.  Stewart  first  locating  at  Qinton- 
ville, joining  his  father  after  two  years.  They 
developed  the  property  as  a  dairy  farm,  and 
it  continued  to  be  so  operated  for  years,  father 
and  son  remaining  here  until  they  died.  John 
Henry  Stewart  lived  to  be  eighty-nine  years 
old,  dying  in  1874,  but  Francis  M.  Stewart 
passed  away  in  1877,  aged  forty-three  years,  a 
victim  of  consumption.  The  latter  married  Su- 
san Shannon,  who  survived  him  for  twenty-five 
years,  dying  in  1903  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
Of  the  three  sons  and  six  daughters  bom  to 
them  the  sons  all  died  young,  the  daughters 
being:  Emeline,  who  died  when  three  years 
old ;  Mary  Jane,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  at 
New  Castle,  Pa.;  Henrietta,  Mrs.  Latchaw; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  when  seventeen  years  old ; 
Sarah  Melissa,  Mrs.  Frank  Walters,  of  Me- 
chanicsville,  Pa.;  and  Susan  Permilla,  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Walker,  of  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania. 
The  parents  of  this  family  are  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  Pleasant  View  M.  E.  Church, 
of  which  they  were  members.  The  grand- 
parents attended  the  U.  P.  Church  at  Clinton- 
ville, and  are  buried  there. 

GEORGE  PIERCE  HERBERT  (de- 
ceased) had  his  interests  centered  at  Pleas- 
antville,  Venango  county,  for  a  number  of 
/ears  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
his  prime,  in  the  midst  of  activities  which 
made  him  one  of  the  busiest  oil  men  in  that 
territory.  Mr.  Herbert  not  only  had  valuable 
producing  interests,  operated  under  his  per- 
sonal supervision,  but  also  made  an  enviable 
reputation  as  an  expert  driller,  taking  con- 
tracts in  that  line  besides  doing  all  such  woric 
necessary  in  the  development  of  his  own 
holdings.  He  was  a  native  of  this  county, 
born  June  17,  1867,  at  Petroleum  Center, 
son  of  Christian  Wilhelm  Herbert.  The 
father,  born  July  20,  1832,  at  Geisen,  Hessen- 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  came  to  the  United 
States  when  twenty  years  old  and  lived  in  Ae 
East  for  several  years.     During  the  Civil  war 
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he  did  government  work  in  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  he  came  to  Venango 
county,  Pa.,  in  the  sixties,  following  the  oil 
excitement.  Locating  at  Petroleum  Center, 
he  acquired  his  share  of  the  general  prosper- 
ity as  a  mechanic,  operating  a  cooper  shop 
where  he  built  and  repaired  tanks  for  oil  stor- 
age. He  was  so  engaged  for  about  twenty 
years,  in  the  eighties  removing  to  Titusville, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  afterward  occupied  at  work 
connected  with  the  manufacture  and  handling 
of  lumber.  His  death  occurred  Feb.  i,  1907, 
about  twelve  years  later  than  that  of  his  wife* 
Elizabeth  (Beeson),  whom  he  had  married 
at  Boston  shortly  before  his  removal  to  Penn- 
sylvania. They  had  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren: W.  R.  Herbert,  now  a  publisher  at 
Greenville,  Pa.;  George  Pierce;  Nellie,  who 
was  a  trained  nurse  in  Philadelphia,  where  she 
married,  and  is  now  residing  at  Newtown, 
Pa.;  and  Carrie,  who  remained  with  her  par- 
ents until  they  died  and  subsequently  married 
M.  Coon,  of  Burdett,  New  York. 

George  P.  Herbert  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Venango  county.  He  began  work  in  the 
oil  fields,  in  his  boyhood,  finding  employment 
with  H.  R.  Davis  at  Petroleum  Center,  and 
proved  so  well  adapted  for  the  business  that 
before  reaching  his  majority  he  was  taking 
contracts  as  a  driller,  following  that  branch 
until  his  death,  ahhough  it  assumed  a  second- 
ary place  in  his  interests  after  he  had  made 
a  number  of  good  investments  in  producing 
territory.  His  first  lease  was  in  the  McDon- 
ald field  near  Pittsburgh,  but  he  soon  returned 
to  Venango  county  and  thenceforth  operated 
at  Petroleum  Center,  Shamburg  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pleasantville,  where  he  was  one  of 
the  best  known  local  operators  and  considered 
among  the  most  successful.  In  his  first  lease 
at  Petroleum  Center  he  was  associated  with 
the  Russell  Brothers  and  George  Brutche 
under  the  name  of  the  Hart  Oil  Company, 
their  holdings  being  on  the  Hart  farm.  In 
partnership  with  J.  J.  Sharp  he  secured  an- 
other lease  near  by,  to  whose  development  he 
gave  his  personal  attention,  sinking  several 
new  wells  there.  From  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  1894,  he  kept  his 
operations  principally  in  the  Pleasantville  ter- 
ritory, making  his  home  at  that  borough, 
securing  the  Carl  &  Byers  lease  near  there 
which  he  operated  at  first  as  a  partner  of  P. 
C  Boyle  (of  the  Oil  City  Derrick),  Dr.  W.  A. 
Slagenhaupt  (of  Kane)  and  Bert  Bamhart 
(of  Kaylor),  though  the  details  of  develop- 
ment and  operation  were  left  to  Mr.  Herbert. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  bought  the 


other  interests  therein,  having  a  sixty-acre 
tract  upon  which  he  kept  twenty-two  wells  in 
production.  He  purchased  outright  an  ad- 
joining tract  of  120  acres  which  had  formerly 
been  worked  as  oil  territory  but  was  thought 
to  be  exhausted,  but  on  the  strength  of  the 
production  he  had  secured  from  the  adjacent 
land  he  had  faith  in  its  possibilities,  and  did 
not  hesitate  about  sinking  new  wells,  every 
one  of  which  gave  at  least  fair  returns,  the 
development  work  going  on  throughout  his 
life.  Nineteen  good  wells  were  brought  in 
on  this  tract  which  less  persistent  operators 
considered  worthless,  the  results  fully  justi- 
fying his  opinion  of  the  property,  and  there  is 
ample  room  for  many  more.  For  some 
twelve  years  Mr.  Herbert  was  associated  with 
A.  W.  Bronson,  of  Titusville,  in  operations 
at  Shamburg,  and  also  with  Rev.  Mr.  Murray, 
on  a  large  lease  on  Goodwill  Hill,  about  four 
miles  north  of  Pleasantville,  but  he  disposed 
of  his  scattered  interests  and  concentrated  his 
eflForts  on  the  property  just  mentioned,  the 
drilling  and  operating  there  occupying  him 
fully.  Though  many  old  oil  men  were  drawn 
from  Pennsylvania  by  the  attractions  of  newly 
discovered  fields,  Mr.  Herbert  was  content 
to  continue  here  and  make  the  most  of  the 
holdings  already  in  his  possession,  and  he 
proved  that  it  pays  in  the  long  run  to  operate 
with  the  idea  of  obtaining  moderate,  steady 
success,  which  may  be  depended  upon,  rather 
than  cast  about  in  the  hope  of  making  a  rich 
find  which  will  compensate  for  many  losses 
suffered  in  the  searcn.  His  was  an  exacting 
life,  demanding  his  attention  regardless  of 
weather  or  personal  comfort,  but  he  stuck  to 
it  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  placing  his 
aflFairs  in  sound  financial  condition.  Though 
energetic  mentally  as  well  as  physically,  and 
ever  ready  to  entertain  the  idea  of  new  devel- 
opments, he  was  prone  to  give  all  the  possi- 
bilities due  consideration  before  actually  en- 
tering upon  the  work.  The  same  forethought 
characterized  all  his  undertakings.  He  served 
his  fellow  citizens  as  councilman  and  member 
of  the  board  of  health,  and  as  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  (Thurch  he  was  for  years 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  congregation,  and 
in  these  various  associations  his  counsel  and 
opinions  were  highly  regarded  because  of  his 
ability  to  see  all  sides  of  a  question.  For  over 
thirty  years  he  affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows 
fraternity  at  Oil  City.  He  died  Nov.  19, 
1916. 

On  May  15,  1894,  Mr.  Herbert  married 
Phebe  E.  Hutchinson,'  who  taught  at  Petro- 
leum Center  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
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She  was  bom  in  that  vicinity,  daughter  of 
Robert  M.  and  Catherine  (Morgan)  Hutch- 
inson, who  came  to  Petroleum  Center  from 
Rimersburg,  Clarion  coimty,  in  its  palmy  days, 
during  the  sixties.  C.  D.  Hutchmson,  Mrs. 
Herbert's  grandfather,  was  an  extensive  land 
owner  at  Rimersburg,  and  valuable  coal  mines 
were  opened  upon  his  property,  yielding  him 
a  handsome  income.  Robert  M.  Hutchinson 
was  interested  in  coal  mining,  but  on  coming 
to  Petroleum  Center  secured  farm  land  which 
later  yielded  him  a  fine  royalty  from  the  oil, 
he  himself  continuing  agricultural  work.  He 
died  at  Petroleum  Center,  July  7,  1896,  aged 
sixty-seven  years,  his  widow  removing  to 
Plumer,  where  her  death  occurred  in  i9oi5  at 
the  age  of  sixty-ei^^ht  years. 

Mr.  Herbert  built  the  home  at  Pleasant- 
ville  now  occupied  by  his  widow  some  seven 
years  ago,  a  desirable  brick  residence  where  he 
had  his  family  comfortably  established.  Ever 
thoughtful  of  others,  and  genial  in  disposition, 
he  enjoyed  having  his  friends  about  him.  and 
he  had  an  open  heart  and  hand  that  betokened 
a  most  generous  nature.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  and  three  children:  George  L.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  and  of  State  Col- 
lege, where  he  completed  the  four  years* 
course  in  1918 ;  Margaret  E.  and  Catherine  I., 
twins,  are  both  graduates  of  high  school  and 
the  latter  is  now  a  freshman  at  State  College ; 
Margaret  is  now  teaching  in  Allegheny  town- 
ship, Venango  county. 

CHRISTIAN  WAGNER,  of  Oil  City,  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  reliable  contractors 
in  Venango  county,  engaged  in  plastering,  in 
which  line  he  and  his  brother  John  Wagner 
have  been  so  decidedly  successful  as  to  be 
ranked  with  the  foremast  men  of  their  trade 
among  local  builders. 

Mr.  Wagner  was  born  April  25,  1853,  in 
Hayfield  township,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  be- 
longs to  a  family  of  German  origin  which  was 
established  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  early  forties 
by  his  father,  Christian  Wagner,  who  is  fully 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work  in  the  record 
of  his  son  John  Wagner. 

Christian  Wagner  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  home  township  and 
lived  on  the  paternal  farm  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  helping  his  father  with 
its  cultivation  during  the  summer  season  and 
doing  wood  chopping  and  other  work  the 
rest  of  the  year.  Meantime  for  two  years  he 
worked  the  adjoining  farm  of  Henry  Frobie, 
a  tract  of  fifty  acres  of  which  thirty-five  were 
cleared,  operating  it  on  shares,  but  having  de- 


cided to  learn  the  plasterer's  trade  entered  the 
employ  of  his  brother  Joseph,  who  was  doing 
business  at  Meadville.  After  two  years'  serv- 
ice as  ordinary  apprentice  there  he  went  out 
to  Missouri  to  see  the  country,  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Pennsyivania  located  at  Oil  City, 
where  on  April  23,  1876,  he  went  to  work  for 
his  brother  John.  He  was  also  engaged  as 
plasterer  by  Samuel  Hawk,  of  Salamanca,  for 
nine  months,  resuming  work  with  his  brother 
as  a  full-fledged  journeyman  and  continuing 
to  be  associated  with  him  for  the  next  seven- 
teen years.  By  that  time  he  had  concluded  to 
go  into  business  on  his  own  account,  and  after 
a  year  formed  a  partnership  with  Andrew 
Phfinder,  with  whom  he  carried  on  contract- 
ing for  seven  years  at  Oil  City,  their  opera- 
tions including  the  plastering  in  the  North  Side 
high  school  building,  the  German  Lutheran 
church  and  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  schoolhouse. 
Mr.  Wagner  and  a  Mr.  Snyder  did  the  plaster- 
ing in  the  Carnegie  library,  on  the  south  side 
of  Oil  City.  He  is  now  in  business  alone,  and 
commands  a  full  share  of  the  local  work  in 
his  line,  his  popularity  being  indisputable  evi- 
dence of  the  quality  of  his  mechanical  ability 
and  the  promptness  with  which  his  contracts 
are  carried  out.  Practically  all  of  his  time  is 
given  to  business,  for  though  a  public-spirited 
citizen  he  takes  no  part  in  public  affairs  ex- 
cept as  a  voter,  supporting  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  is  affiliated  with  Oil  City  Council 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  he  and  his  family 
belonging  to  St.  Stephen's  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Mr.  Wagner  married  Mary  Dunn,  who  was 
born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Dunn,  natives  of  Ireland  who  remained 
in  that  country  until  after  their  marriage.  Mr. 
Dunn  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  when 
he  moved  from  Boston  to  Venango  county. 
Pa.,  worked  as  such  for  ,coal  companies  in 
Cranberry  township.  He  also  followed  that 
calling  at  Elk  City,  Clarion  county,  and  had 
a  shop  of  his  own  in  Oil  City  for  twelve  years. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  his  wife 
when  about  sixty,  and  they  are  buried  in  St. 
Joseph's  cemetery  at  Oil  City,  having  been 
members  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Oiurch. 
Their  children  were:  Mary,  Mrs.  Christian 
Wagner ;  Thomas,  who  is  deceased ;  James,  a 
resident  of  Bradford,  Pa.;  Rose,  deceased; 
and  John,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  have  been  bom 
six  children:  Frank;  Mary;  Margaret,  living 
at  home ;  John,  who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery' 
business  at  No.  802  East  Second  street.  Oil 
City,  and  lives  at  home;  Joseph,  and  Loretta. 
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The  family  reside  at  No.  804  East  Second 
street.  The  children  have  all  had  the  best 
local  educational  advantages,  having  attended 
the  parochial  and  public  schools  in  Oil  City, 
and  all  have  been  well  trained  for  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  life. 

BIRT  SHOUP,  of  Franklin,  has  followed 
operations  in  the  oil  fields  of  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania  both  as  a  producer  and  driller. 
All  of  his  business  life  has  been  spent  in  the 
same  line  in  which  his  father  and  grandfather 
were  also  engaged,  the  name  being  well  known 
in  this  connection  for  about  half  a  century 
through  the  activities  of  various  members  of 
the  family.  With  a  reputation  for  reliability 
and  familiar  knowledge  of  the  oil  industry 
gained  in  a  comprehensive  experience,  and 
many  substantial  evidences  of  his  success  in 
this  vicinity,  his  own  career  has  been  thor- 
oughly typical  of  the  honest  worth  which  has 
long  been  associated  with  the  name. 

Jacob  Shoup,  the  great-grandfather  of  Birt 
Shoup,  was  an  early  settler  in  Armstrong 
county,  Pa.  He  was  a  boatman  on  the  Alle- 
gheny with  Mark  Hulings  and  other  noted 
river  men  of  the  period,  and  during  the  war  of 
1 81 2  poled  boats  carrying  soldiers  and  freight 
on  that  stream  from  Pittsburgh  to  Conewango, 
on  French  creek,  and  other  points,  at  the 
headwaters.  He  brought  his  family  to  Venan- 
go county  almost  a  century  ago.  Among  his 
children  were:  Solomon  and  William,  twins; 
John,  born  Dec.  27,  1819,  at  Brady's  Bend, 
Armstrong  county,  who  was  a  hotelkeeper  in 
Franklin  for  many  years  (he  married  Rachel 
Karns)  ;  Isaiah,  and  Barney. 

Barney  Shoup,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  Venango  county 
when  a  young  man,  spending  the  rest  of  his 
life  in  the  county,  at  various  locations.  For 
some  time  he  was  engaged  as  a  river  man  on 
the  Allegheny,  having  two  boats  and  boating 
oil  from  Oil  creek  to  Pittsburgh.  By  calling 
he  was  a  miller,  and  for  twenty  years  he  ran 
the  old  Ayers  mill  below  Franklin,  to  which 
place  he  removed  at  the  end  of  that  period. 
Meantime  he  had  also  become  interested  in 
the  oil  finds,  and  was  one  of  the  early  pro- 
ducers. Subsequently  he  operated  the  Mc- 
Kenzie  mill  in  Canal  township,  near  Coopers- 
town,  for  six  years,  and  next  milled  at  Sugar 
I-ake,  where  he  carried  on  what  was  known 
as  the  Lake  mill  for  three  years.  Returning 
to  Franklin,  he  lived  thereafter  in  retirement, 
until  his  death  at,  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  He  is  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 
Mr.  Shoup  married  Henrietta  Mays,  of  Rock- 


land township,  and  they  had  a  large  family, 
viz. :  Emily  died  young ;  William  is  mentioned 
below;  Hattie  married  George  Brockway,  and 
both  are  deceased  (they  had  two  daughters, 
Carry  and  Emma) ;  Nancy,  deceased,  mar- 
ried Jacob  Ross  and  had  children,  Jessie, 
Edith,  Alice,  Clarence,  Charles  and  Walter; 
Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Harry  Hal- 
lett  and  mother  of  three  sons,  Torry,  Fred 
and  George;  Henry,  now  an  oil  producer  in 
Oklahoma,  has  three  children,  Rob  and  Rol 
(twins)  and  Emma;  James  died  unmarried,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  Charles,  bom 
in  1856,  married  Jennie  E.  Pierce,  daughter 
of  William  Keller  Pierce,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Mae  (Mrs.  John  Bernard  Elliott) 
and  Edna  (Mrs.  Charles  C.  Moore)  ;  Edward, 
of  Sandy  Creek  township,  this  county,  is  mar- 
ried but  has  no  family.  The  brothers  Charles 
and  Edward  Shoup  are  associated  in  business 
as  drilling  contractors  and  oil  producers,  hav- 
ing followed  drilling  since  1875.  They  have 
sunk  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  wells  in 
Sandy  Creek  township,  and  a  town  which 
grew  up  around  their  operations  was  named 
Shouptown  in  their  honor. 

William  Shoup,  one  of  the  sons  of  Barney 
Shoup,  and  father  of  Birt  Shoup,  also  en- 
gaged in  the  oil  business,  both  as  a  drilling 
contractor  and  as  a  producer.  He  not  only 
operated  in  this  region,  but  was  also  success- 
fully engaged  in  Texas  and  Colorado,  continu- 
ing such  work  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  Franklin,  Pa.,  Aug.  17,  1906.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  Rachel  Gordon  he  had  the  following 
children:  William,  who  is  deceased;  Birt; 
Harry,  deceased;  Kitty,  deceased;  John,  who 
is  in  the  oil  business  in  Peru.  South  America ; 
and  Perry,  a  resident  of  Franklin,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Birt  Shoup,  son  of  William  and  Rachel 
(Gordon)  Shoup,  was  bom  at  Franklin,  Dec. 
10.  1869.  He  grew  up  there  and  had  excellent 
educational  advantages,  and  when  ready  to 
enter  business  life  turned  to  the  field  in  which 
so  many  of  his  family  had  found  remunerative 
occupation,  having  every  opportunity  to  ac- 
quire first-hand  knowledge  of  the  highest  value 
relating  to  his  chosen  work.  His  first  opera- 
tions were  on  the  old  Hoover  farm  on  Bully 
Hill,  and  his  labors  have  extended  from  the 
home  locality  to  Butler,  Clarion  and  Mercer 
counties.  Pa.,  including  a  large  amount  of 
drilling  as  well  as  exploitation  and  production. 
He  also  drilled  in  the  Bessemer  fields  in  Ohio, 
where  he  operated  in  partnership  with  C.  H. 
Sheasley.  Mr.  Shoup's  success  has  averaged 
high,  a  fact  which  may  be  attributed  largely 
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to  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
production  and  his  ability  to  estimate  oil  lands 
accurately,  combined  with  practical  experience 
in  production  which  enables  him  to  apply  the 
best  methods  for  maximum  results.  He  is  a 
business  man,  first  and  last,  giving  little  time 
to  outside  interests. 

In  1903  Mr.  Shoup  married  Maud  L.  Camp- 
bell, daughter  of  Lynn  Campbell,  of  Cran- 
berry township,  Venango  county.  They  have 
no  children.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  fraternally  holds  member- 
ship in  the  local  lodge  of  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

JOSEPH  MANNING  is  one  of  the  oldest 
oil  operators  in  Pennsylvania  still  interested 
in  production,  retaining  a  nimiber  of  valuable 
holdings,  though  he  has  withdrawn  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  from  active  participation  in 
their  management.  His  main  interests  have 
been  in  the  oil  industry  throughout  his  busi- 
ness career,  and  his  success  has  been  of  the 
steady,  substantial  kind,  without  spectacular 
gains  or  losses,  yielding  a  good  return  on  well 
chosen  investments.  Mr.  Manning  came  to  Oil 
City  in  boyhood,  and  has  maintained  his  home 
there,  but  his  oil  operations  have  not  been 
confined  to  that  locality.  His  activities  in  the 
line  of  real  estate  development  have  improved 
one  section  of  the  cit^  materially,  and  he  has 
been  thoroughly  public-spirited  in  all  his  rela- 
tions to  the  community,  sympathizing  with  and 
cooperating  in  all  movements  for  its  better- 
ment. 

Mr.  Manning  was  born  about  sixty-five 
years  ago  at  the  village  of  Clifton,  County 
Galway,  Ireland,  and  was  early  left  an  orphan. 
His  sister  Mary  having  married  Bartlett  Con- 
nelly and  come  to  this  country,  he  followed  her 
when  he  was  in  his  fourteenth  year,  making 
the  journey  in  company  with  his  brother-in- 
law's  brother,  Sylvester  Connelly,  their  des- 
tination being  his  sister's  home  at  Oil  City. 
Here  he  made  his  home  with  the  Connelly 
family  until  his  own  marriage.  There  was 
not  much  choice  of  occupation  for  the  boy, 
but  he  found  emplovment  dipping  oil  from  the 
surface  of  Oil  creek  and  the  Allegheny  river, 
and  more  often  rolling  barrels  brought  down 
the  creek  on  flatboats  to  the  barges  which  con- 
veyed them  to  market  at  Pittsburgh.  His  pay 
for  this  work  was  ten  cents  a  barrel.  His  first 
independent  venture  was  one  that  demanded 
only  small  investment,  but  yielded  well,  giving 
him  a  start  for  more  ambitious  undertakings. 
He  would  purchase  the  sediment  that  settled 
on  the  bottom  in  oil  tanks,  a  thick,  dirty,  vis- 
cous substance,  usually  allowed  to  go  to  waste, 


and  by  the  use  of  a  small  still  convert  it  into 
a  merchantable  product.  In  time  he  followed 
this  business  on  a  larger  scale,  but  as  soon  as 
possible  he  became  an  oil  producer  on  his  own 
account,  in  1871  buying  two  wells  in  Oil  City 
located  on  town  lots,  which  proved  a  paying 
proposition  from  the  start,  both  wells  yielding 
to  this  day,  as  they  have  throughout  his  forty- 
odd  years  of  owner^ip.  He  sank  more  wells, 
and  about  1878  entered  the  Bradford  field  in 
company  with  his  brother  Richard,  operating 
successfully  there  for  several  years,  as  they 
did  also  in  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.  They  con- 
tinued to  do  business  together  until  Richard 
Manning's  death,  in  191 7,  with  various  vicissi- 
tudes of  fortune,  for  the  most  part  so  favor- 
able that  they  became  independent  and  were 
ranked  among  the  prosperous  oil  operators 
who  devoted  themselves  to  production  work. 
At  one  time  they  owned  over  one  hundred 
wells,  most  of  which  are  still  yielding.  Joseph 
Manning  was  an  original  member  of  the  Oil 
Exchange  of  Oil  City,  in  which  he  still  holds 
membership.  He  had  other  partners  besides 
his  brother  at  different  periods,  including  the 
late  George  W.  Darr  and  Meyer  Braun- 
schweiger,  Jr. 

The  improvements  which  he  has  made  on 
his  property  holdings  in  Oil  City  have  benefited 
all  the  adjacent  territory.  He  laid  off  a  tract 
of  former  oil  territory  in  the  Eighth  ward 
into  building  lots,  converting  it  into  the  very 
desirable  residence  section  now  known  as  Man- 
nington,  and  built  the  Manning  block,  which 
he  still  owns.  Though  he  has  not  had  any  de- 
sire to  take  public  responsibilities  dflScially, 
he  has  done  his  full  duty  as  a  citizen  by  sup- 
porting good  men  and  measures  whenever  op- 
portunity offered.  Politically  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. Mr.  Manning  is  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed members  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic 
Church. 

In  1876  Mr.  Manning  married  Catherine 
Falvey,  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  died 
June  21,  1901,  the  mother  of  six  children: 
Mary  is  living  at  home;  Richard,  who  died 
unmarried  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  was  cme 
of  the  popular  young  men  of  the  community 
and  had  every  prospect  of  becoming  a  leading 
citizen,  having  made  a  success  as  an  indepen- 
dent oil  producer  and  entered  heartily  into  all 
the  movements  of  social  life  and  general  local 
interest ;  Elizabeth  lives  at  home ;  Joseph  died 
when  a  young  man ;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  Ginkle,  a  carpenter,  of  Oil  City;  Mar- 
garet is  at  home.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Manning  married  Josephine  Donnelly. 
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EMMITT  E.  SMITH,  a  resident  of  Pleas- 
antville,  is  engaged  in  agriculture  and  the 
production  of  oil  in  the  famous  old  Pithole 
territory  in  Venango  county.  He  is  a  son  of 
the  late  James  Andrew  Smith,  in  his  day  one 
of  the  most  skillful  mill  builders  in  this  re- 
gion and  well  known  among  oil  operators, 
with  whom  his  activities  brought  him  into 
close  contact. 

James  Andrew  Smith  was  bom  in  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  up.  When  his 
father,  Orson  Smith,  decided  to  remove  to 
Pennsylvania  he  left  the  boy,  then  seven  years 
old,  with  an  uncle,  and  the  latter  dying  soon 
afterward  he  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
father, -vith  whom  he  remained  up  to  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.  Then  he  joined  his  father 
in  Sugar  Grove  township,  Warren  Co.,  Pa., 
though  he  undertook  his  own  support  from 
that  time,  beginning  his  life  work  as  a  laborer 
in  a  sawmill.  He  had  soon  mastered  the  full 
details  of  its  operation,  and  before  he  was  out 
of  his  teens  had  charge  of  a  sawmill,  continu- 
ing his  association  with  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years. 
During  most  of  that  time  he  was  engaged  as 
chief  sawyer  and  had  the  responsibility  of  a 
mill  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  and  mean- 
time was  frequently  called  upon  to  build  and 
operate  mills  for  others,  besides  looking  after 
his  personal  interests.  His  operations  took 
him  over  an  extensive  area  as  his  reputation 
spread,  especially  as  the  demands  following 
the  development  of  the  oil  fields  increased. 
He  erected  mills  on  Tionesta  creek,  at  Pine- 
ville.  Cherry  Run  and  Goodwill  Hill,  from 
the  latter  mill  supplying  most  of  the  building 
material  used  at  Pithole,  Plumer,  Rouseville 
and  Enterprise,  especially  the  timber  for  the 
Humboldt  Refinery  at  Plumer.  He  acquired 
property  as  his  prosperity  enabled  him  to  buy, 
in  1875  living  on  the  Keech  farm  near  Plumer, 
and  later  buying  the  Stowell  farm,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1887,  when  he  was  fifty-six  years  old.  In  his 
later  years  he  ran  the  mill  at  Braceville,  For- 
est county,  which  was  then  his  leading  interest. 
He  was  associated  with  many  of  the  promi- 
nent oil  men  throughout  the  most  exciting  pe- 
riod of  the  development  of  the  industry  in 
Pennsylvania,  few  men  of  his  day,  probably, 
being  able  to  reckon  so  many  of  them  among 
his  friends.  Though  his  relations  with  them 
usually  originated  in  business  transactions,  he 
had  a  faculty  for  making  friends  that  held 
all  his  associates  in  close  ties,  and  he  enjoyed 
his  wide  acquaintanceship  to  the  full. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 


in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  Company 
G,  2iith  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  while 
in  the  army  had  his  leg  injured  by  a  bursting 
shell  with  such  serious  effects  that  he  was  con- 
siderably hampered  when  doing  any  work  re- 
quiring much  walking  or  being  on  his  feet  any 
length  of  time.  He  took  part  in  all  the  bat- 
tles of  his  regiment,  and  on  one  occasion,  when 
going  over  the  parapet  into  a  fort  with  an  ad- 
vance charge,  had  his  cartridge  box  shot  away, 
but  without  delay  did  effective  work  with 
clubbed  musket.  He  had  a  marksman's  train- 
ing, having  during  his  young  manhood,  while 
at  Fox's  mills,  been  closely  associated  with  a 
'  gunsmith  under  whom  he  had  excellent  prac- 
tice, their  ordinary  range  for  testing  rifles  be- 
ing a  quarter  of  a  mile,  with  a  nine-inch  ring 
as  target,  no  shot  counting  unless  it  hit  within 
the  ring.  He  had  killed  many  deer  and  other 
game,  and  always  enjoyed  a  rifle  contest,  sel- 
dom coming  from  the  county  matches  empty- 
handed. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Jamestown,  Pa., 
to  Elizabeth  Horridge,  who  survived  him  about 
four  years.  She  was  a  devoted  companion  and 
helpmate,  and  the  mother  of  two  sons,  Emer- 
son Horridge  and  Emmitt  E.,  the  former 
residing  in  the  old  parental  home  in  Oil  Creek 
township. 

Emmitt  E.  Smith  was  bom  July  11,  i860, 
near  Garland,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  and  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents,  caring  dutifully  for 
his  mother  until  her  death.  On  June  12,  1902, 
he  married  Eva  Arnold,  and  they  have  resided 
for  the  last  seven  years  at  Pleasantville,  four 
miles  north  of  Pithole,  Mr.  Smith's  business 
interests  being  at  the  latter  place.  Mrs. 
Smith's  step  father,  Edward  G.  Twitchell,  was 
a  well  known  resident  of  Pithole,  where  he 
opened  a  general  store  in  1876  and  became 
postmaster  the  same  year,  holding  the  office 
until  his  death,  thirty  years  later.  Mr. 
Twitchell  was  a  native  of  England,  bom  Jan. 
10.  1 83 1,  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  (George) 
Twitchell.  the  father  following  weaving  while 
in  England,  but  working  as  a  carpenter  after 
coming  to  America,  in  1832.  Edward  G. 
Twitchell  was  given  a  common  school  educa- 
tion and  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  He 
became  a  resident  of  Venango  county  in  1862, 
and  owned  the  entire  tract  of  land  upon  which 
Pithole  was  located,  and  which  was  the  site 
of  many  exciting  scenes  during  its  short  but 
brilliant  existence  as  an  oil  town.  Mrs.  Smith 
and  her  sister  now  own  this  property,  and 
though  its  oil  production  is  trifling  compared 
with  what  it  once  was  it  is  still  yielding  profit- 
ably, Mr.  Smith  managing  both  the  farming 
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and  oil  operations,  and  getting  good  returns 
for  his  labors.  Mrs.  Smith  has  keen  recollec- 
tions of  her  childhood  days  and  the  excite- 
ments over  discoveries  of  new  oil  territory, 
and  though  the  palmy  days  of  Pithole  and 
other  great  oil  centers  are  only  memories  she 
takes  pleasure  in  recalling  them  and  in  her 
personal  knowledge  of  the  great  events  of 
that  period.  Her  mother,  who  still  survives, 
lives  with  her.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  two 
children,  Leland  Carl  and  Miles  Kermit. 

JOHN  WAGNER,  now  living  retired  at 
Oil  City,  has  long  occupied  an  honorable  place 
in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  gaining 
favorable  notice  in  the  performance  of  busi- 
ness obligations  and  public  trusts  shouldered 
together  in  the  course  of  a  busy  career.  He 
represented  the  First  ward  in  the  city  council 
for  some  years,  became  well  known  in  several 
local  fraternities,  and  maintained  good  stand- 
ing in  all  his  associations  by  his  fidelity  to  their 
various  responsibilities. 

The  Wagner  family  is  of  German  origin 
and  was  established  in  Pennsylvania  in  the 
early  forties  by  Christian  Wagner,  the  father 
of  John  Wagner,  who  was  bom  near  Berlin 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1847,  with  some 
of  his  sisters.  They  made  the  voyage  by  sail- 
ing vessel  to  New  York,  and  were  followed 
by  others  of  the  family.  Christian  Wagner 
was  soon  settled  in  Crawford  county,  Pa., 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  sixty  acres  then 
in  the  woods  and  which  had  to  be  cleared  of 
timber  before  he  could  cultivate  it.  He  built 
a  log  house  and  barn  and  applied  himself  in- 
dustriously to  the  task  of  improving  his  prop- 
erty, remaining  there  until  after  his  children 
had  grown  up  and  left  home,  when  he  sold 
the  farm  and  moved  into  Meadville.  There  he 
lived  retired  for  about  a  year  and  a  half  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  seven- 
ty-seven years  old.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Katie  Remlar,  died  in  1869  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  years,  the  mother  of  the 
following  children:  Theresa,  deceased,  who 
was  the  wife  of  John  Moshbacher;  Joseph, 
deceased,  who  married  Christina  Striffler; 
John,  mentioned  below;  Frank,  deceased; 
Christian,  of  Oil  City,  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work ;  Andrew,  of  Oil  Citv,  who  mar- 
ried Jennie  Finnigan;  and  Josephine,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  C.  Snyder,  retired,  of  Oil 
Gty,  and  well  known  as  city  assessor.  The 
parents  are  buried  at  Meadville.  Thev  were 
members  of  St.  Agatha's  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  that  city,  and  Mr.  Wagner  gave  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 


John  Wagner  was  bom  in  Hayfield  town- 
ship, Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  28,  1848,  and 
was  educated  in  the  township  schools  there. 
His  early  years  were  spent  in  agricultural 
work  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  nineteen  years  old,  after  which  he  served 
a  three  years'  apprenticeship  to  the  plasterer's 
trade  with  his  older  brother  Joseph,  at  Mead- 
ville. Coming  to  Oil  City  in  1869,  he  found 
primitive  conditions  still  prevailing.  There 
were  no  brick  buildings,  no  paved  streets  and 
no  waterworks,  the  water  supply  being  con- 
veyed to  houses  through  wooden  pipes,  and 
he  was  to  have  an  important  part  in  the  work 
of  improvement  prosecuted  so  vigorously  in 
the  half  century  which  has  elapsed  since.  Dur- 
ing his  first  year's  residence  in  the  city  he  was 
engaged  in  lathing  and  plastering  in  the  sum- 
mer time,  in  the  winter  driving  team,  hauling 
lumber  from  Callensburg,  Clarion  county. 
Within  a  few  years  he  was  taking  plastering 
contracts  on  his  own  account,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  the  business  for  a  period  of 
forty-three  years,  attaining  a  leading  place 
among  the  most  reliable  workmen  and  con- 
tractors of  this  section  of  the  county  by  his 
honest  fulfillment  of  every  piece  of  work  un- 
dertaken. Many  local  residences  of  the  best 
class  show  his  handiwork,  including  the  J.  R. 
Campbell  home  and  St.  Stephen's  parsonage 
(formerly  the  home  of  William  Lay,  who 
built  it)  ;  he  had  the  contract  for  the  Venango 
Club  house,  and  for  the  plastering  in  the 
Eighth.  Seventh,  Sixth  and  Fourth  ward 
schoolhouses.  Mr.  Wagner  retired  from  the 
contracting  business  a  few  years  ago,  but  he 
still  looks  after  his  interests,  being  the  owner 
of  considerable  real  estate  and  oil  holdings  on 
which  there  are  four  producing  wells  whose 
yield  augments  his  income  appreciably.  He 
has  been  a  useful  citizen,  and  though  indepen- 
dent of  party  affiliation  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics,  having  served  four  years  in  the 
city  council  from  the  First  ward.  His  home 
is  at  No.  308  Bissell  avenue.  As  councilman 
he  directed  his  efforts  to  securing  business- 
hke  administration  of  public  affairs,  seeing 
that  his  townsmen  had  full  value  for  their 
expenditures  on  public  improvements,  etc. 

At  Callensburg,  Clarion  county,  Mr.  Wag- 
ner met  his  future  wife,  Mary  McHale,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  born  in  1850,  and  whom  he 
married  at  Oil  City.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  namely:  Edward,  who  is  en- 
f^aged  as  a  plasterer,  married  Galena  De- 
Haven;  Josephine  died  when  eighteen  years 
old;  Annabel  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  O'Brien, 
night   foreman  at   the   Pennsylvania  railroad 
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mundhouse,  and  they  live  with  her  parents; 
John,,  Jr.,  who  is  employed  as  machinist  in 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  houndhouse,  mar- 
ried Margaret  Martin,  and  their  children  are 
John,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  The  family  are 
members  of  St.  Joseph's  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Oil  City,  and  Mr.  Wagner  belongs 
to  the  Holy  Name  Society  of  that  parish,  to 
Oil  City  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
to  the  Oil  City  Branch  of  the  Catholic  Mutual 
Benefit  Association. 

DANIEL  J.  CAVANAUGH,  of  Rouseville, 
has  had  an  energetic  career  characterized  by 
business  enterprise  and  usefulness  in  the  pub- 
lic service  which  have  merited  and  received 
the  favoraWe  attention  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
The  substantial  evidence  of  their  confidence 
and  appreciation  has  been  his  selection  for  re- 
sponsible duties,  in  whose  performance  he 
has  done  honor  to  the  community  as  well  as 
to  himself,  showing  the  same  careful  regard 
for  their  interests  as  he  does  for  his  own  in 
the  handling  of  his  personal  aflfairs.  The  tan- 
gible results  of  his  efforts,  both  public  and 
private,  commend  him  to  the  unqualified  es- 
teem of  his  townsmen  and  of  the  many  other 
associates  of  his  varied  life. 

Mr.  Cavanaugh  was  born  Sept.  23,  1868, 
at  Spartansburg,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of 
Sylvester  and  Bridget  (Judge)  Cavanaugh, 
who  reared  a  large  family,  nine  sons  and  four 
daughters.  The  father  died  in  1900  at  Rouse- 
ville, where  the  mother  still  makes  her  home. 

Daniel  J.  Cavanaugh  obtained  a  good  public 
school  education,  attending  the  high  school  at 
Spartansburg,  from  which  he  was  graduated. 
He  then  engaged  in  railroad  work,  becoming 
operator  and  station  agent  for  the  Buffalo, 
New  York  &  Pittsbiu-gh,  now  a  branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  for  seven 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  to 
Rouseville,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
agent  for  the  railroad  company  for  a  time, 
after  which  he  went  with  the  Valley  Oil  Com- 
pany as  bookkeeper,  and  he  has  been  associ- 
ated with  the  same  concern  continuously  since. 
When  the  company  became  the  Penn  American 
Oil  Company  he  continued  as  bookkeeper, 
holding  that  position  for  fourteen  years,  until 
he  became  assistant  to  Louis  Walz,  later  serv- 
ing Charles  L.  Suhr  in  the  same  capacity.  In 
191 2  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  secretary 
of  this  company,  and  was  elected  a  director 
in  191 6.  While  the  interests  of  the  Penn 
American  Company  have  demanded  a  large 
share  of  his  time,  Mr.  Cavanaugh  has  acquired 
a  number  of  other  important  business  con- 


nections, his  executive  ability  making  him  a 
valuable  addition  to  their  official  personnel. 
He  is  treasurer  of  the  Oil  City  Oil  &  Grease 
Co.,  of  Oil  City,  treasurer,  secretary  and  a 
director  of  the  Consolidated  Window  Glass 
Company  and  Consolidated  Machine  Company 
of  Bradford,  Pa.,  and  a  director  of  the  British 
American  Oil  Company  of  Toronto,  Ontario. 

Mr.  Cavanaugh  has  continued  to  maintain 
his  residence  at  Rouseville,  where  he  is  con- 
sidered as  a  decidedly  worthy  representative 
of  the  public-spirited  element.  He  not  only 
has  good  ideas  on  community  matters,  but 
also  the  "get-up*'  to  secure  prompt  action  in 
necessary  things,  and  he  has  never  been  indif- 
ferent to  the  public  needs  or  lazy  about  doing 
his  part  to  satisfy  them.  When  Rouseville 
was  made  a  borough  he  took  a  prominent  part 
in  its  organization,  became  one  of  the  first 
councilman  as  well  as  first  secretary  of  the 
borough,  and  has  taken  a  hand  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  its  aflfairs  ever  since,  being  at  pres- 
ent president  of  the  council.  His  special  work 
has  been  in  the  interest  of  the  public  schools, 
his  services  on  the  school  board  having  cov- 
ered eleven  years.  No  good  cause  has  ever 
solicited  his  support  in  vain,  and  he  is  a  leader 
in  most  of  the  beneficial  enterprises  under- 
taken in  the  town,  his  advocacy  of  any  mat- 
ter being  sufficient  to  draw  the  approval  of 
many  of  his  townsmen. 

Mr.  Cavanaugh  married  Qara  B.  Straub, 
daughter  of  A.  B.  Straub,  of  Rouseville,  who 
is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  born  to  this  mar- 
riage: Gertrude,  who  is  at  home;  Ralph  A., 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  army, 
in  the  oil  department  of  the  ordnance  division ; 
George  S.,  formerly  a  student  at  the  State 
College,  now  in  the  United  States  service; 
John  E. ;  Catherine;  Daniel  J.,  Jr.;  Eugene; 
Richard,  and  Robert. 

WILSON  A.  NEELY,  of  Oil  City,  auditor 
and  cashier  of  the  Petroleum  Telephone  Com- 
pany, is  a  native  of  Oakland  township,  Venan- 
go Co.,  Pa.,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  that  section,  whose  represen- 
tatives have  long  been  held  in  high  esteem  for 
their  sterling  qualities  and  honorable  charac- 
ter. He  is  a  grandson  of  Joseph  Neely,  who 
was  born  Sept.  13,  1790,  and  came  to  this 
country  from  Ireland  with  his  parents,  the 
family  settling  in  Allegheny  county.  Pa.  Jo- 
seph Neely  was  a  soldier  during  the  war  of 
1 81 2  and  took  part  in  a  number  of  engage- 
ments, at  the  end  of  that  conflict  returning 
to  Pennsylvania.  He  settled  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, living  there  with  his  son  Robert  until 
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his  death,  Sept.  13,  1869.  His  wife,  Mar- 
tha (Bell),  was  bom  in  1796  (exact  date  not 
known)  and  also  came  with  her  parents  from 
Ireland.  She  died  Feb.  13,  1861,  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  William,  Eliza, 
John,  Robert  B.,  James  R.,  Joseph,  Martha 
J.,  Samuel  and  A.  J. 

Robert  B.  Neely,  father  of  Wilson  A.  Neely, 
was  bom  Dec.  23,  1822,  at  Yoimgstown,  West- 
moreland Co.,  Pa.,  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Oakland  township,  Venango  county,  and  lived 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  reached  young 
manhood,  acquiring  such  education  as  the  local 
schools  afforded.  He  became  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  in  Oakland  township, 
for  a  number  of  years  kept  the  general  store 
at  Dempseytown,  and  was  an  influential  citi- 
zen of  his  neighborhood,  serving  ten  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Neely  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Franklin.  On 
Oct.  31,  1847,  he  married  Mary  A.  Bear,  who 
was  bom  Nov.  4,  1832,  in  Center  county.  Pa., 
only  child  of  Martin  and  Maria  Bear,  and 
predeceased  him,  her  death  occurring  Feb.  21, 
1910.  Mr.  Neely  passed  away  July  15,  191 5. 
Fifteen  children  were  born  to  their  marriage, 
as  follows:  Mary  Jane,  bom  Aug.  5,  18^; 
Louise  Ellen,  born  Nov.  6,  1849,  who  died 
June  13,  1916;  John  Martin,  bom  June  29, 
1851 ;  Margaret  Ann,  bom  July  12,  1853,  who 
died  Jan  2,  1908;  Joseph  Bear,  bora  April  3, 
1855,  who  died  July  13,  1907 ;  Martha  Maria, 
born  March  29,  1857,  who  died  April  9,  1910; 
Robert  Crawford,  bom  March  23,  1859 ;  Sara 
Lillian,  bom  Feb.  18,  1861,  who  died  Sept. 
22,  1865 ;  Emma  Celesta,  bom  April  14,  1803 ; 
Mildred  Elizabeth,  born  June  3,  1865  >  Samuel 
Edgar,  bom  Jan.  2,  1867,  who  died  Aug.  13, 
1896;  Eva  May,  born  Dec.  4,  1869;  Ina  Bell, 
born  Oct.  21,  1871 ;  James  Madison,  bom 
Dec.  II,  1873;  and  Wilson  Andrew,  bom 
March  12,  1877. 

Wilson  A.  Neely  was  bom  near  Dempsey- 
town and  attended  school  at  Haslett  Comers, 
where  he  completed  the  work  of  the  common 
grades,  later  studying  at  the  Dempseytown 
high  school  and  Oil  City  business  college,  from 
which  latter  he  was  graduated.  His  early 
training  was  in  agricultural  lines,  which  he 
continued  to  follow  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority, after  which  he  taught  school  one  year 
in  Oakland  township.  He  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  accounting,  having  had  connections 
in  Oil  City,  Franklin,  Sharon  and  Pittsburgh 
up  to  December,  19 10,  when  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Petroleum  Telephone  Company 
as  auditor  and  cashier.  The  extensive  inter- 
ests and  solidity  of  this  company  are  sufficient 


to  afford  an  idea  of  his  responsibilities  and 
trustworthiness.  Mr.  Neely  is  a  member  of 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  of  Oil  City. 

On  June  20,  191 1,  Mr.  Neely  married,  at 
Pardoe,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  Ada  Irene  High- 
barger.  Rev.  W.  S.  Glass  performing  the  cere- 
mony. They  have  twin  sons,  Clair  Wils<Mi 
and  Arthur  Bemard,  bom  April  13,  191 7. 
The  family  home  is  at  No.  19  Englewood 
avenue,  Oil  City. 

Mrs.  Ada  Irene  (Highbarger)  Neely  was 
born  Aug.  23,  1880,  at  Fardoe,  Pa.,  attended 
school  at  White  OaJc  Knot  and  Fredonia  In- 
stitute, and  taught  school  in  Mercer  county 
for  five  years.  Her  father,  Andrew  High- 
barger, was  bom  Nov.  27,  1837,  ^^  Clarion 
county,  Pa.,  son  of  John  and  Betsy  (Keefer) 
Highbarger,  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Keefer, 
who  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Andrew  High- 
barger was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having 
entered  the  service  as  a  private  irt  Company 
H,  looth  P.  V.  I.,  which  was  attached  to  the 
3d  Brigade,  ist  EHvision,  9th  Army  Corps. 
He  enlisted  at  North  Liberty,  Pa.,  Sept.  9, 
1862,  was  subsequently  appointed  corporal, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  siege 
of  Jackson,  at  Vicksburg,  Knoxville,  the 
Wildemess  and  Spottsylvania  Court  House, 
where  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the 
thigh  May  12,  1864.  After  taking  part  in  the 
siege  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  he  was  honorably- 
discharged  at  Tennally,  D.  C,  May  31,  1865. 
Subsequently  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
blacksmith  until  his  retirement  some  years 
later.  He  died  June  25,  1914,  survived  by  his 
second  wife,  Mary  (Parks),  and  five  children, 
viz. :  Hugh  Albert,  bom  March  26, 1875 ;  Mary 
Grace,  lK)rn  Dec.  19,  1876;  Ada  Irene,  bom 
Aug.  23,  1880;  James  Arthur,  born  April  9, 
1883;  and  Floyd  Morris.  Jan.  8,  1888.  An 
older  son,  William  John,  bom  March  6,  1871, 
died  Nov.  11,  1900.  Mrs.  Mary  (Parks) 
Highbarger,  born  Nov.  23,  1856,  still  resides 
in  the  family  home  at  Pardoe. 

JAMES  SHERIDAN,  of  Franklin,  though 
one  of  the  venerable  residents  of  that  city, 
now  in  his  eighty-second  year,  is  still  at  the 
head  of  the  business  operated  at  present  by  the 
firm  of  James  Sheridan  &  Sons,  and  founded 
by  him  almost  fifty  years  ago.  Mr.  Sheridan 
came  to  Franklin  in  1868,  an  ambitious  young 
machinist,  with  an  eye  to  the  opportunities 
which  might  be  aflForded  by.  the  demands  of 
the  newly  developing  oil  business.  As  he  was 
quick  to  discem  the  possibilities  in  a  field  then 
comparatively  unknown,  so  also  he  adapted 
himself     readily     to    its    requirements,     and 
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through  his  keen  aK>rehension  of  the  value  of 
certain  tools  and  machinery,  as  well  as  enter- 
prise and  skill  in  making  practical  application 
of  his  ideas,  he  earned  a  reputation  among 
operators  which  brought  to  his  establishment 
some  of  the  most  exacting  work  done  in  this 
region.  His  interest  has  not  yet  shown  any 
signs  of  relaxing,  and  the  house  has  main- 
tained its  place  among  the  most  reliable  pro- 
ducers of  tools  and  engines  for  use  in  obtain- 
ing and  handling  oil. 

Mr.  Sheridan  came  to  Franklin  from  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  where  he  was  reared,  the  family  hav- 
ing settled  there  upon  its  arrival  from  Ireland 
w^  1839.  John  Sheridan,  the  father,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there, 
dying  at  Reading  when  sixty-six  years  old. 
He  acted  as  a  foreman  on  the  Reading  rail- 
road during  its  construction. 

James  Sheridan  was  bom  in  Ireland  Dec. 
12,  1837,  so  that  he  was  little  more  than  an 
infant  when  brought  to  Reading.  His  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  common  schools 
there,  and  he  was  a  schoolmate  of  Hon.  Daniel 
Ermentrout,  of  Reading,  as  well  as  a  boyhood 
friend  of  the  well  known  James  Nolan,  of  that 
place.  He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
,the  Reading  Railroad  shops — s,  very  good 
school  for  mechanics,  and  having  completed 
the  period  of  his  apprenticeship  found  em- 
ployment in  the  shops  of  Seyfert  &  McManus, 
at  Reading,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eight 
years.  It  was  in  1868,  a  few  years  after  his 
marriage,  that  he  decided  to  remove  to  Frank- 
lin and  make  a  venture  on  his  own  account, 
and  here  he  made  his  permanent  home,  becom- 
ing a  valued  citizen  of  this  place,  a  substantial 
figure  in  its  business  life,  and  a  man  who  has 
contributed  his  full  share  to  the  furtherance 
of  desirable  conditions  in  the  city  and  county.^ 
At  first  his  output  consisted  of  drilling  tubes 
and  tools  for  the  oil  producers,  and  as  orders 
•came  faster  and  in  greater  variety  he  added 
a  machine  shop  to  the  original  plant,  the  works 
on  Thirteenth  street,  near  the  Erie  depot,  be- 
ing now  well  equipped  with  facitities  for  doing 
practically  all  kinds  of  work  likely  to  be  called 
for  in  this  field.  Mr.  Sheridan  has  trained  his 
sons  in  the  same  business  and  they  have  been 
associated  with  him,  his  son  William  being  his 
partner  at  present  and  in  active  cliarge  of  af- 
fairs. For  a  time  they  made  a  specialty  of 
drilling  and  fishing  tools  for  the  oil  fields,  and 
they  still  manufacture  and  deal  in  those  com- 
modities, as  well  as  gas  and  steam  engines, 
having  a  steady  patronage  among  local  op- 
erators.    Personally  Mr.  Sheridan  is  one  of 


the  most  respected  men  in  Franklin,  esteemed 
in  every  relation  of  life. 

In  Reading  Mr.  Sheridan  was  married  to 
Mary  Melloy,  who  was  bom  Nov.  24,  1845,  ^^ 
Mossley  Cross,  near  Manchester,  England, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Nancy  (Ashton) 
Melloy,  and  (rame  to  this  country  with  her 
parents  and  grandparents  when  four  years  old, 
the  family  settling  at  Reading,  Pa.  The 
parents  became  well  known  among  the  most 
honored  residents  of  that  place,  and  she  too 
was  highly  regarded  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  in  Franklin,  where  she  died 
June  20,  1917,  after  a  married  Hfe  of  over 
fifty-two  years.  Mrs.  Sheridan  was  a  woman 
of  social  disposition  and  fine  character,  and 
her  death  was  regarded  as  a  personal  loss  by 
many  outside  the  family  circle.  She  was  a 
member  of  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  of  the  Rosary  Society,  and  is 
buried  in  St.  Patrick's  cemetery.  One  sister 
and  one  brother  survive  her,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Good  and  Mr.  Rigley  Melloy,  both  of  Read- 
ing, besides  her  six  children,  eleven  grand- 
children and  one  great-grandchild.  Of  her 
children,  John  J.,  of  Mars,  Butler  county.  Pa., 
is  engaged  in  the  oil  well  supply  business,  mak- 
ing machinery  and  drilling  tools,  and  also  has 
a  machine  shop;  William  is  with  his  father, 
and  now  the  active  man  in  the  business  of 
James  Sheridan  &  Sons;  Edward  has  a  ma- 
chine shop  at  Etna,  near  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  Mrs. 
H.  R.  Cordell  is  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ; 
Rose  and  Bess  are  at  home.  The  family  are 
members  of  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Their  home  is  at  No.  44  Thirteenth 
street,  Franklin. 

REV.  ADOLF  P.  EBERT.  pastor  of  Good 
Hope  Lutheran  Church,  Oil  City,  has  the 
honor  of  serving  one  of  the  strongest  religious 
organizations  in  Venango  county.  He  is  yet  a 
young  man,  having  been  bom  July  18,  1884, 
in  Allegheny,  now  known  as  the  North  Side 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  belongs  to  a  family 
which  has  a  record  of  eminent  usefulness  in 
the  Lutheran  ministry.  His  great-great-grand- 
father. Philip  John  Ebert,  ended  a  faithful 
ministry  in  that  denomination  in  1768  at  Gr. 
Floethe,  Germany,  while  his  grandfather, 
Arnold  Ebert,  was  a  Lutheran  minister  in 
Handorf,  Germany.  Although  he  never  came 
to  America  all  of  his  children  did.  viz. :  Arnold ; 
Mathilde.  the  widow  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gruetter, 
who  died  in  Germany ;  Marie — all  residing  in 
South  Orange,  N.  J. ;  Theodore  P. ;  Adolf,  a 
Lutheran    minister    at    Mount    Washington, 
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Pittsburgh;  Ferdinand,  a  Lutheran  minister 
at  South  Haven,  Mich. ;  Mjigdalena,  deceased ; 
and  Detlef,  a  Lutheran  minister  at  Marysville, 
Ohio. 

Theodore  P.  Ebert  was  born  in  Goslar,  Ger- 
many, Dec.  1 8,  1852,  and  leaving  his  native 
land  when  a  young  man  located  in  the  United 
States  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  took  the 
regular  coiu-se  at  Capital  University,  graduat- 
ing in  1876.  Subsequently  he  studied  theology 
at  that  institution,  graduating  from  the  semi- 
nary in  1878,  and  filled  his  first  pastorate  at 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  where  he  served  St.  John's 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  about  three 
years.  In  1881  he  became  assistant  pastor  at 
Allegheny  (Pittsburgh)  of  St.  John's  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  where  his  son  Adolf 
was  baptized,  confirmed  and  ordained.  The 
father  died  in  his  thirty-second  year,  after 
only  three  years'  connection  with  that  church, 
when  his  son  Adolf  was  two  months  old,  and 
was  buried  in  St.  John's  Lutheran  cemetery  at 
Allegheny.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Anna  Kramer,  was  bom  April  5,  1861,  at 
Akron,  Ohio,  where  her  father  followed  mill- 
wrighting,  and  was  reared  and  educated  i>i 
Cleveland,  that  State.  The  father  died  anJ 
is  buried  in  Akron,  Ohio.  His  children  Vt-ere : 
Frances,  deceased;  Augustx,  who  married 
Rev.  Adolf  Ebert;  and  Anna,  who  married 
Rev.  Theodore  P.  Ebert.  The  family  were  all 
Lutherans.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  P. 
Ebert  were  bom  two  children,  Theodore  and 
Adolf  P.,  the  former  of  whom  was  drowned 
in  the  St.  Clair  river  when  twenty-four  years 
old. 

Adolf  P.  Ebert  acquired  his  preliminary 
education  in  St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Parochial  School  in  Allegheny  and  in  the 
Fourth  Ward  public  school  in  that  city,  under 
Principal  S.  A.  Espey.  For  a  time  during  his 
youth  he  was  employed  as  office  boy  at  the 
LaBelle  Steel  Works  in  Allegheny,  later  tak- 
ing a  preparatory  course  in  Pittsburgh  Acad- 
emy, studying  Latin,  German  and  Greek  in 
anticipation  of  his  theological  tourse.  He 
then  entered  Capital  University  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  at  which  Lutheran  institution  his  father 
had  studied,  starting  in  the  second  year  of  the 
preparatory  course  and  taking  the  college 
course  there  also,  graduating  in  1906,  exactly 
thirty  years  later  than  his  father.  Then  he 
spent  three  years  in  the  Seminary,  which  be- 
longs to  the  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio,  being  grad- 
uated in  1909.  He  was  ordained  in  his  home 
church  at  Pittsburgh,  by  Rev.  H.  J.  Schuh, 
and  his  first  charge  was  at  Wireton,  Allegheny 


Co.,  Pa.,  not  far  from  Pittsburgh,  where  he 
served  for  two  years.  His  wife  died  in  191 1, 
and  because  of  nervous  disturbance  occasioned 
by  that  event  Mr.  Ebert  left  the  ministry,  with 
hopes  of  resuming  his  religious  work  at  some 
future  date.  Through  the  influence  of  a  good 
friend,  Robert  Boyd,  he  obtained  a  position  in 
the  C.  G.  Hussey  &  Co.  copper  works  at  Pitts- 
burgh, where  he  was  engaged  as  inspector  of 
polished  copper.  Rev.  H.  J.  Reimann,  pastor 
of  Good  Hope  Church  at  Oil  City,  having  sud- 
denly died,  Mr.  Ebert  was  requested  to  fill  the 
vacancy  temporarily  by  Rev.  J.  F.  C.  SoUer, 
president  of  the  Eastern  District,  and  accord^ 
ingly  he  took  up  the  work  in  which  he  has 
ever  since  been  engaged,  the  congregation  hav- 
ing called  him  to  the  pastorate  Sept.  8,  19 12. 
He  has  kept  up  the  spiritual  affairs  of  the 
church  according  to  the  best  traditions  of  this 
thriving  congregation,  having  since  he  took  up 
pastoral  work  there  baptized  123  infants,  and 
confirmed  ninety-five.  The  church  now  has 
475  communicant  members,  and  a  Sunday 
school  enrollment  of  three  hundred.  At  this 
writing  (1918)  Mr.  Ebert  is  doing  post-gradu- 
ate work  in  Capital  University,  taking  some 
special  courses  in  systematic,  exegetic,  homi- 
letic  and  pedagogical  departments. 

Mr.  Ebert 's  first  marriage  was  to  Else  J. 
Mees,  daughter  of  Dr.  Theophilus  and  Johan- 
na (Brauer)  Mees,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Miriam  Johanna,  born  Feb.  26,  191 1.  Mrs. 
Ebert  died  March  6,  1911,  and  is  buried  at 
Green  Lawn  cemetery,  Columbus,  Ohio.  Her 
father,  a  native  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  studied  at 
the  Lutheran  College  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
1865-68,  was  graduated  from  St.  Louis  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  1872,  and  ordained  to  the 
Lutheran  ministry  in  1874.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  college  and  theological  studies  he 
took  special  courses  in  philology  and  theology 
in  Berlin  and  Leipzig,  Germany.  He  was  an 
instructor  in  the  Teachers'  Seminary  at  Wood- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  for  some  years  past  has  been 
professor  of  Mental  Sciences  and  Theolc^^r 
at  Capital  University,  his  home  being  on  the 
University  grounds.  His  family  consisted  of 
six  children:  Ida,  Kurt,  Otto,  Oscar,  Erich 
and  Else  J.  (who  married  Rev.  Adolf  P. 
Ebert).  Mrs.  Ebert's  maternal  great-grand- 
father and  Mr.  Ebert's  great-grandfather  were 
close  friends  in  Germany,  the  former  being 
clergyman  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  in 
Northeim,  where  the  latter  was  "Stadtsradi- 
cus''  and  "Notar." 

Mr.  Ebert  married  (second)  Concordia  E. 
Buetzow,  a  native  of  Wolcottsville,  N.  Y.,  and 
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they  have  two  children:  Theodore  Frederick, 
born  Oct.  5,  1914;  and  Esther  Mary,  born 
Dec.  19,  191 5. 

Frederick  A.  L.  Buetzow,  father  of  Mrs. 
Ebert,  was  bom  in  Mecklenbure,  Germany, 
and  is  now  living  retired  in  Pittsburgh  in  his 
eighty-third  year.  He  was  long  a  successful 
teacher,  and  Mr.  Ebert  was  one  of  his  pupils 
in  the  parochial  school  in  Pittsburgh.  He  and 
his  wife  Louisa  (Keil),  a  native  of  Pitts- 
burgh (South  Side),  Pa.,  reared  the  following 
children:  Clara;  Anna,  widow  of  William 
Huebner;  Bertha;  Emma;  William;  Mathil- 
da, widow  of  George  Reilly;  Sarah;  Edward, 
a  Lutheran  minister;  Louise,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pa. ;  Dora,  wife  of  Rev.  Theo.  Arndt,  of  Bates- 
ville,  Ind. ;  and  Concordia  E.,  Mrs.  Adolf  P. 
Ebert. 

GOOD  HOPE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH, 
Oil  Cit>,  began  as  a  mission  in  a  Third  Ward 
schoolhouse  in  the  year  1870,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Rev.  L.  Vogelsang,  then  of  Brady's 
Bend,  Pa.  Services  were  also  held  several 
times  in  the  old  Evangelical  Church  on  East 
Front  street.  The  persons  who  formed  this 
church  nucleus  came  to  Oil  City  from  Pitts- 
burgh, Bradys  Bend,  Titusville,  etc.,  and 
among  its  founders  were  Louis  Roess,  Chris- 
tian Roess,  H.  Suhr,  George  Walter,  John  M. 
Schmid,  Jacob  Burkel,  Ed.  Kaufmann,  George 
Paul,  George  C.  Mohr,  George  Guttmiller, 
George  Peters,  Martin  Kirchartz,  Martin 
Wanner.  These  are  some  of  those  who  with 
their  families  constituted  the  original  support- 
ers of  the  church  which  has  since  grown  so 
greatly  in  numbers. 

After  meeting  in  rented  quarters  for  some 
months  the  mission,  duly  organized,  purchased 
in  January,  1871,  the  ground  upon  which  the 
first  church  edifice  stood,  two  lots  on  the  south 
side  ot  East  First  street,  between  State  and 
Short  streets.  The  cornerstone  of  the  original 
church  building,  a  two-story  frame  costing  five 
thousand  dollars,  was  laid  June  2,  1871,  and 
on  Aug.  20,  1871,  the  church  was  dedicated. 
Meantime,  on  July  30,  1871,  the  church  was 
formally  organized  as  the  German  Good  Hope 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Oil  City,  Pa., 
and  the  first  regular  officers  were  elected,  viz. : 
George  Walter,  president ;  Edward  Kaufmann, 
Sr.,  secretary;  Louis  Roess,  treasurer;  John 
M.  Schmid,  deacon;  J.  Burkel,  George  Paul, 
and  John  Kistler,  trustees.  It  is  rather  notable 
that  when  the  present  church  was  dedicated, 
in  1903,  Mr.  Kaufmann,  the  last  survivor  of 
this  group,  was  still  holding  the  secretaryship. 


which  he  had  filled  continuously  from  the  be- 
ginning with  but  a  brief  interruption. 

On  Aug.  14,  1871,  Rev.  L.  Vogelsang,  of 
Bradys  Bend,  who  had  done  missionary  work 
here  almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  mission, 
was  called,  and  he  was  installed  Oct.  8,  1871, 
as  the  first  pastor  of  the  church.  On  Oct.  19, 
1 87 1,  the  congregation  adopted  a  regular  con- 
stitution. The  act  of  incorporation  was  passed 
Aug.  4,  1872,  and  on  Oct.  7th  of  that  year 
the  first  annual  meeting  was  held.  The  con- 
gregation then  consisted  of  about  twenty-five 
voting  members  and  fifty  communicants.  It 
was  self-sustaining  from  the  start.  Rev.  Mr. 
Vogelsang  served  sixteen  and  a  half  years, 
during  which  period  the  communicants  in- 
creased to  225,  a  tower  was  added  to  the 
church  building,  and  a  bell,  the  gift  of  the 
late  Louis  Roess,  was  placed  therein.  He  was 
largely  instrumental  also  in  procuring  a  pipe 
organ  for  the  church,  purchased  in  1882. 

In  January,  1888,  Rev.  Mr.  Vogelsang  ten- 
dered his  resignation  because  of  failing  health, 
serving  until  April  ist,  and  the  second  pastor, 
H.  J.  Reimann,  succeeded  him  in  the  pastoral 
duties  April  12th  of  that  year.  Up  to  this 
time  the  services  had  been  exclusively  German, 
the  founders  of  the  church  having  been  of 
German  descent.  Provision  had  already  been 
made  in  the  charter  for  the  use  of  the  Eng- 
lish language,  however,  and  the  need  for  Eng- 
lish services  having  long  before  become  ap- 
parent it  was  introduced,  coincident  with  the 
calling  of  Rev.  Mr.  Reimann,  which  took  place 
Jan.  8,  1888.  He  came  here  from  Warren, 
Ohio.  At  that  time  the  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ices were  made  entirely  English,  the  Sunday 
morning  service  being  conducted  as  before  in 
German.  Both  languages  were  used,  and  had 
equal  privileges,  in  the  Sunday  school  and 
lecture  room,  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
young  being  according  to  requirements.  In 
October,  1890,  the  order  of  Sunday  services, 
as  to  language,  was  again  adjusted  to  meet  the 
needs  of  increased  membership  and  the  Eng- 
lish environment  of  the  youth  of  the  congre- 
gation, the  church  having  increased  rapidly 
under  the  new  arrangement.  Since  1890  the 
English  language  has  rapidly  asserted  itself, 
so  that  the  work  in  Sunday  school,  religious 
instruction,  Luther  League  and  all  other  de- 
partments is  now  (1918)  conducted  entirely  in 
that  language.  There  remains  but  one  Ger- 
man service  every  other  Sunday,  to  remind 
one  of  the  days  in  which  the  congregation  first 
assembled  to  worship  God. 

In   1889  an  addition  of   four  rooms   was 
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made  to  the  parsonage,  and  other  improve- 
ments were  carried  out.  Within  another  few 
years  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  church 
suggested  the  need  of  enlarging  the  old  build- 
ing or  erecting  a  new  one,  and  on  July  8,  1901, 
the  latter  was  unanimously  resolved  upon. 
Shortly  after  the  creation  of  the  church  build- 
ing fund  it  reached  one  thousand  dollars,  a 
substantial  testimony  to  the  interest  in  the 
project  of  a  new  church,  and  in  this  connec- 
tion it  may  be  noted  that  when  the  present 
structure  was  dedicated  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars had  been  paid  of  the  total  expense  of 
forty  thousand  for  building  and  premises.  The 
committee  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions 
when  a  new  building  was  decided  upon  had 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars  pledjg^ed  within  a 
short  time,  and  a  building  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  Messrs.  C.  Roess,  H. 
Suhr,  L.  Walz,  L.  Schorman  and  the  pastor. 
The  first  intention  had  been  to  build  upon  the 
old  site,  but  while  matters  were  at  this  stage 
the  very  desirable  corner  at  West  First  and 
Petroleum  streets,  known  as  the  old  Brundred 
property,  became  available  and  was  purchased 
by  the  trustees  and  pastor,  an  opportunity  to 
dispose  of  the  old  property  presenting  itself  at 
the  same  time.  Ground  for  the  new  church 
was  broken  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  1902, 
the  first  foundation  stone  was  laid  May  20th, 
and  the  cornerstone  was  laid  Aug.  3d,  the 
pastor  being  assisted  at  the  ceremony  by  Rev. 
C.  F.  W.  Brecht,  of  Chicora.  Pa.,  and  Rev. 
H.  J.  Schuh,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.  The  work 
made  favorable  progress,  and  on  June  14, 
1903,  the  church  was  dedicated,  a  handsome 
brownstone  structure,  conceded  to  be  the  finest 
church  edifice  in  that  section  of  the  State  at 
the  time  of  its  completion.  Every  associa- 
tion in  the  church  was  represented  in  the 
decorations  and  fittings.  The  fine  pipe  organ, 
of  the  Hook  Hastings  make,  was  half  the  gift 
of  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  other  half  of  the 
Luther  League,  the  Young  Ladies'  Aid  Soci- 
ety and  other  young  people  and  friends  of 
the  congregation.  The  choir  chairs  were  the 
gift  of  the  young  people.  Mr.  C.  Paul 
donated  the  Sunday  school  chairs  and  the 
beautiful  mantels  in  the  pastor's  study  and 
reception  rooip.  The  bell  was  brought 
from  the  old  church.  The  Ladies'  Soci- 
ety and  other  ladies  of  the  church  donated  the 
Brussels  carpet,  linoleum  and  matting  for  the 
church  and  Sunday  school  apartments.  The 
hymnbooks  were  given  by  the  young  people. 
Four  offering  plates  were  memorials  of  the 
late  Loretta  Roess  from  her  savings  for  benev- 
olent   purposes.      Memorial    windows    were 


placed  by  Mrs.  Rachel  Roess,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  Suhr,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Siederman,  Mrs. 
Ernestine  Schmid  (who  also  gave  the  first  one 
hundred  dollars  into  the  building  fund),  Mrs. 
C.  F.  Wurster,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C  Schorman, 
Mr.  C.  Roess,  **The  Busy  Bees,"  confirmation 
class  of  1902-03,  Bible  dass,  and  iSunday 
school  classes. 

The  building  has  a  f ronta^  of  seventy  feet 
on  West  First  street  and  nmety  feet  on  Pe- 
troleum street.  The  tower  is  eighty-five  feet 
high.  The  first  story  contains  a  large  lecture 
room  and  five  smaller  rooms,  besides  four 
furnace  rooms.  The  main  entrance  on  West 
First  street  opens  into  a  social  vestibule,  at 
one  end  of  which  is  a  rest  room  for  mothers. 
The  auditorium,  including  the  balcony  at  the 
north  end,  has  a  seating  capacity  of  six  hun- 
dred. The  interior  is  in  quartered  oak  Flem- 
ish finish,  ceiling  twenty-six  feet  high,  sup- 
ported by  hand-carved  beams  of  artistic  de- 
sign. The  pews  are  of  beautifully  finished 
quartered  oak.  The  entire  auditorium  can  be 
perfectly  lighted  by  the  main  chandelier,  and 
the  walls  are  equipped  with  side  lights  to  be 
used  independently  of  the  ceiling  li^ts.  The 
chancel  is  at  the  south  end  of  the  building^, 
with  a  door  opening  from  it  into  the  pastor's 
study.  The  pulpit  is  on  the  west  side,  the 
lectern  on  the  east  side,  both  of  beautiful  wood, 
exquisitely  carved. 

On  July  19,  1912,  after  a  faithful  and  fruit- 
ful service  of  twenty- four  years,  the  labors  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Reimann  were  suddenly  brought  to 
a  close  by  a  summons  to  his  eternal  home.  The 
toss  was  severely  felt,  not  only  by  the  congre- 
gation, but  also  by  the  larger  circles  in  which 
he  had  faithfully  worked.  The  congr^ation 
at  a  special  meeting,  Sept.  8,  1912,  extended  a 
call  to  Rev.  Adolf  P.  Ebert,  who  had  been 
serving  it  since  August,  and  he  was  installed 
Nov.  24th  of  the  same  year.  He  came  here 
from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  had  been  em- 
ployed by  C.  G.  Hussey  &  Co. 

Shortly  after  the  installation  of  the  pastor 
the  need  of  housing  him  satisfactorily  was 
felt  on  all  hands  and  consideration  was  gfiven 
to  the  buying  or  erecting  of  a  parsonage,  the 
former  plan  being  pursued  since  the  home  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Reimann,  adjoining  the  church  prop- 
erty, was  for  sale.  By  this  purchase  the  plot 
of  ground  owned  by  the  congregation  received 
a  frontage  of  150  feet  on  West  First  street. 

Having  found  little  difficulty  in  defraying 
the  expenses  connected  therewith,  the  desire 
to  reach  out  beyond  its  own  confines  grew 
very  strong,  so  that  the  important  year  of 
jubilee,  1917  (four  hundredth  anniversary  of 
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the  Reformation),  found  it  ready  to  test  its 
strength  in  all  lines  of  church  activity. 

The  remodeling  of  the  entire  Sunday  School 
in  1916  proved  a  great  aid,  not  only  to  that 
work  but  also  to  the  various  other  depart- 
ments, which  have  conducted  their  meetings 
in  that  part  of  the  church.  World  difficulties 
soon  began  to  present  world  problems,  and  it 
became  apparent  that  the  wider  vision  had  not 
been  fostered  too  soon.  There  was  a  working 
force  at  hand  to  cope  to  a  large  extent  with 
the  conditions. 

Thus  the  Httle  band  of  adherents  to  the 
faith  has  grown  to  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  communicants,  while  the  Sunday  school 
shows  an  enrollment  of  three  hundred. 

The  congregation  has  several  flourishing  so- 
cieties: The  Ladies'  Society,  the  Luther 
League,  the  Women's  Missionary  Society,  the 
Sunday  school,  the  Busy  Bees,  and  a  branch 
society  of  the  Lutheran  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation of  Iowa,  into  which  women  as  well  as 
men  are  admitted,  subject  to  the  conditions  of 
the  association. 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  forty-seven 
years  of  its  existence  the  church  has  had  but 
three  pastors,  Rev.  Mr.  Vogelsang,  Rev.  Mr. 
Reimann,  and  Rev.  Adolf  P.  Ebert. 

WILLIAM  MARTIN  BAILEY,  of  Pleas- 
antville,  has  an  enviable  life  record  including 
the  activities  of  a  prosperous  business  Career, 
useful  public  service,  and  helpful  participa- 
tion in  all  the  movements  which  have  contrib- 
uted to  the  progress  of  his  community,  by 
reason  of  which  he  is  entitled  to  a  place  among 
its  most  substantial  citizens.  Born  Dec.  15, 
1855,  in  Irwin  township,  some  four  miles  west 
of  the  borough  of  Clintonville,  he  has  passed 
all  his  life  in  Venango  county,  and  his  achieve- 
ments have  added  materially  to  the  sum  total 
of  her  increasing  wealth. 

Robert  Bailey,  the  father  of  William  M. 
Bailey,  was  bom  in  Ireland,  from  which  coun- 
try he  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when 
eighteen  years  old,  his  father,  also  named 
Robert,  settling  in  Butler  county,  Pa.,  near 
Harrisville.  There  he  died  at  the  remarkable 
age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years.  Robert 
Bailey,  Jr.,  married  Elizabeth  Duggan,  also 
a  native  of  Ireland,  whence  she  was  brought 
to  this  country  in  infancy,  being  reared  in 
Butler  county,  where  she  remained  until  she 
was  married.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage 
the  young  couple  came  to  Venango  county, 
where  his  father  owned  a  tract  of  new  land 
upon  which  they  made  their  home,  spending 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  its  improve- 


ment. He  succeeded  in  converting  the  tract 
into  a  fine  farm,  now  owned  by  the  youngest 
of  his  twelve  children,  John,  another  son,  Sam- 
uel, living  on  an  adjoining  farm.  Robert 
Bailey  was  one  of  the  successful  and  respected 
men  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat and  active  in  politics,  taking  an  intelli- 
gent part  in  the  administration  of  township 
aflFairs  as  assessor,  tax  collector,  etc.,  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion of  Peters  Chapel  (M.  E.  Church).  He 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  and  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Harrisville;  his  wife  lived 
to  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

William  Martin  Bailey  remained  at  home  up 
to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  enjoying  the  aver- 
age advantages  allowed  to  boys  of  his  day. 
By  that  time  he  had  succeeded  in  saving  about 
three  hundred  dollars,  with  which  he  set  up 
housekeeping  and  started  f  arminc^  on  a  twenty- 
five-acre  tract  east  of  aintonville,  going  into 
debt  for  the  purchase  of  the  propert)^  In  the 
ten  years  that  he  lived  and  worked  on  that 
place  he  made  it  pay  for  itself.  Then  for  five 
years  he  was  on  another  farm  near  by,  until 
he  found  that  he  could  secure  much  more  land 
for  the  value  of  his  small  holdings  in  another 
section  of  the  county,  which  induced  him  to 
sell  out  and  remove  to  his  present  location. 
He  bought  the  property  where  he  now  lives, 
the  old  Joseph  McCaslin  farm  in  Allegheny 
township  three  miles  east  of  Pleasantville.  at 
a  forced  sale  in  1899,  acquiring  two  hundred 
acres  of  what  has  proved  to  be  productive  land, 
though  it  was  run  down  when  it  came  into  his 
possession.  It  had  been  rented  for  years  and 
without  systematic  attempts  at  improvement, 
so*  that  Mr.  Bailey  had  plenty  of  opportunity 
to  put  his  practical  ideas  into  execution.  At 
first  it  scarcely  yielded  him  a  living,  but  under 
his  persistent  and  well  directed  efforts  the 
soil  has  been  brought  to  a  profitable  state  of 
fertility,  and  being  advantageously  situated  it 
is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the 
township.  Though  he  prefers  to  depend  upon 
agriculture  to  a  large  extent,  Mr.  Bailey  has 
not  been  idle  in  investigating  and  exploiting 
the  oil  possibilities  of  his  land.  The  first  well 
sunk  giving  a  fair  yield,  he  was  encouraged  to 
put  down  others  from  time  to  time,  the  pro- 
duction paying  for  further  operations  until,  in 
the  nineteen  years  of  his  residence  on  this 
land,  he  has  brought  in  eighteen  wells  without 
striking  a  single  dry  hole  and  added  consider- 
ablv  to  his  revenue  from  the  property. 

While  pursuing  his  own  interests  in  a  dili- 
gent and  thrifty  manner.  Mr.  Bailey  has  also 
cooperated   heartily   with   his   fellow  citizens 
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in  advancing  the  general  welfare.  As  an  offi- 
cial he  has  been  especially  well  known  for  his 
services  on  the  school  board,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  member  for  fourteen  years  continu- 
ously, throughout  that  period  using  his  influ- 
ence to  keep  the  township  educational  facilities 
up  to  the  best  possible  modem  standards  at- 
tainable. Finding  the  township  in  debt  in  this 
respect,  he  also  exerted  his  efforts  toward 
freeing  it  from  this  burden,  but  without  any 
unwise  economy,  advocating  systematic  man- 
agement and  expenditures  which  have  placed 
the  financial  affairs  upon  a  substantial  basis 
even  while  new  buildings  were  being  erected 
and  other  improvements  made.  He  has  done 
jury  duty  several  times.  Mr.  Bailey  believes 
in  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition  party,  but 
votes  independently  when  he  considers  it  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  best  results.  He  has  been 
a  prominent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at 
Pleasantville,  holding  the  offices  of  steward 
and  trustee. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Bailey 
married  Louisa  Hovis,  daughter  of  Perry 
Hovis,  of  Clinton  township,  mention  of  whom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Of 
the  eleven  children  bom  to  this  union  two 
died  in  childhood,  the  others  being:  Lucile, 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Woodcock,  of  Pleas- 
antville ;  Luella,  wife  of  Elmer  Dunham,  who 
is  engaged  in  oil  work  at  Pleasantville ;  James 
Martm,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm  and  has 
an  interest  in  the  oil  development  there; 
Domer  Jacob,  also  living  on  the  farm  and  as- 
sociated with  the  oil  operations,  who  married 
Candace  Lane;  Raymond  Richard,  unmarried 
and  living  on  the  home  farm ;  Roy  Ellsworth, 
who  graduated  from  the  Pleasantville  high 
school  in  1917;  Myrtle,  who  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1917;  Florence,  a  high  school 
student ;  and  Willis,  who  died  when  seventeen 
years  old.  Mr.  Bailey  has  given  his  family 
good  educational  opportunities,  and  has  helped 
his  sons  to  start  life  under  favorable  condi- 
tions, investing  in  a  drilling  outfit  for  them 
which  has  enabled  them  to  fill  drilling  con- 
tracts for  others  besides  taking  care  of  the 
development  work  on  the  home  place.  They 
have  operated  over  an  extensive  area,  and  are 
thoroughly  interested  in  the  business.  Mr. 
Bailey  feeling  himself  well  repaid  in  their  suc- 
cess. Though  he  has  never  led  a  narrow  life, 
he  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  go  far  from 
home  to  keep  his  activities  or  sympathies  on 
a  broad  basis  and  in  touch  with  all  the  vital 
interests  of  his  fellow  men,  by  whom  he  is 
universally  esteemed. 


WILLIAM  ORR,  late  of  Rouseville, 
Venango  county,  was  one  of  the  well-to-do 
oil  producers  of  that  section  for  over  thirty- 
five  years,  having  entered  the  business  about 
1880  to  continue  the  interests  established  by 
his  father,  one  of  the  early  producers  and  re- 
finers in  the  territory.  Mr.  Orr  was  a  native 
of  Aubum,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  only  son  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Caggie)  Orr,  of 
whose  family  two  daughters  yet  survive :  Mrs. 
Rose  Thayer,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  John 
Cochran,  of  Sheffield,  Pa.  The  family  moved 
to  Rouseville,  Pa.,  when  the  son  William  was 
but  a  child,  the  father  acquiring  valuable  oil 
property  in  Venango  county.  He  was  one  of 
the  owners  of  the  Auburn  Oil  Works  and  Re- 
finery, located  up  Cherry  nm  in  Cornplanter 
township. 

When  a  boy  of  about  fourteen  years  Wil- 
liam Orr  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ska- 
neateles,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  until  after 
his  marriage.  His  early  training  was  not  in 
the  line  of  his  life  work,  for  he  followed  the 
teasel  business  some  years  and  gave  consid- 
erable attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  Orr 
farm  southwest  of  Skaneateles.  But  about 
1880  the  oil  producing  territory  which  his 
father  held  in  Venango  county,  Pa.,  required 
personal  supervision,  and  the  young  man  came 
here  to  care  for  it,  thus  becoming  associated 
with  the  business  whkh  was  to  be  his  princi- 
pal interest  from  that  time  forth.  He  studied 
law  after  coming  to  Pennsylvania,  was  ad- 
.mitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  partnership  with 
William  Breen  of  Oil  City  established  the  law 
firm  of  Breen  and  Orr  there,  but  relinquished 
practice  after  a  brief  experience  in  the  pro- 
fession to  devote  himself  entirely  to  the  oil 
business.  In  the  course  of  his  long  and  pros- 
perous connection  with  the  industry  he  became 
interested  in  oil  producing  companies  in  Okla- 
homa in  addition  to  his  Venango  county  hold- 
ings. 

Mr.  Orr  was  noted  for  his  public  spirit  and 
usefulness  in  the  community,  whose  affairs 
received  a  due  share  of  his  attention  always, 
his  long  activity  in  politics  and  all  other  mat- 
ters affecting  the  general  welfare  bringing  him 
into  favorable  prominence.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  wherever  known,  his  sterling  quali- 
ties winning  recognition  from  all  who  appre- 
ciated true  worth  and  sincerity.  He  was  ac- 
tive until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  his 
home  in  Rouseville  April  7.  1916.  about  twen- 
ty-four hours  after  an  attack  of  paralysis, 
when  he  was  sixty-four  years  old.  Mr.  Orr 
was  interred  in  the  family  burial  plot  in  Lake 
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View  cemetery,  Skaneateles,  where  he  had 
maintained  old-time  associations  through  fre- 
quent visits  and  enjoyed  a  wide  acquaintance- 
ship. 

On  Dec.  27,  1876,  Mr.  Orr  was  married 
to  Anna  Bassett,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  Bassett,  of  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  and  she 
survives  him,  continuing  to  occupy  their  old 
home  at  Rouseville,  where  she  shared  with 
her  husband  the  unqualified  respect  of  their 
many  friends. 

WILLIAM  RICHEY  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  active  oil  operators  in  Sandy  Creek 
township  in  his  day,  exemplifying  in  his  in- 
dustrious, self-reliant  life  the  sturdy  charac- 
teristics of  the  race  to  which  he  belonged,  and 
which  have  been  dominating  factors  in  the 
success  of  his  three  sons,  who  have  proved 
worthy  successors.  Restless  and  aggressive  in 
business,  and  vigorous  in  the  prosecution  of 
whatever  he  undertook,  Mr.  Richey  was  never- 
theless possessed  of  an  admirable  as  well  as 
strong  personality,  and  was  esteemed  by  his 
associates  wherever  he  went.  Coming  to  this 
locality  from  the  Canadian  oil  regions,  he  ac- 
quired valuable  interests  here  and  started  his 
sons  in  the  business,  in  which  they  have  con- 
tinued profitably  to  the  present  time,  all  en- 
gaged in  Sandy  Creek  township,  where  their 
holdings  now  comprise  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres. 

Mr.  Richey  was  the  son  of  a  British  soldier, 
and  was  bom  in  May,  1837,  at  the  Rock  of 
Gibraltar,  where  his  father  was  then  stationed. 
When  a  youth  of  eighteen  he  came  to  America, 
for  a  number  of  years  living  in  Lower  Canada, 
where  he  became  engaged  as  a  driller  in  the 
oil  fields  at  Bothwell.  Attracted  by  the  stories 
of  the  newly  opened  oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  came  down  to  Pithole  City,  Venango 
county,  which  was  the  scene  of  one  of  the 
greatest  oil  booms  ever  known.  Within  a  short 
time  he  returned  to  Canada  and  married,  and 
soon  afterward  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  locat- 
ing first  at  Tidioute,  Warren  county,  where  he 
remained  one  winter.  From  there  he  removed 
to  Titusville,  where  he  spent  three  j^ears,  mean- 
time taking  oil  leases  at  PleasantviUe,  near  by, 
which  he  operated  profitably.  Selling  his  wells 
at  that  point  he  came  to  Franklin  and  went  to 
drilling  on  Bleakley  Hill,  locating  a  good  well 
which  he  soon  sold.  Then  with  others  he  took 
a  lease  on  the  Foster  farm,  on  BuU^  Hill,  and 
there  also  had  good  results,  getting  several 
fine  wells  in  operation.  When  he  disposed 
of  his  interests  there  he  leased  part  of  the 
Rheem  farm,  lying  along  the  Allegheny  river 


in  Sandy  Creek  township,  where  the  Ajax 
station  of  the  Lake  Shore  road  is  now  situated. 
Two  or  three  wells  had  already  been  drilled 
on  the  property,  where  Mr.  Richey  resided 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  as  long 
as  he  was  actively  connected  with  the  business 
he  kept  adding  to  the  number.  He  also  bought 
other  leases  in  the  neighborhood,  increasing 
his  production  yearly.  He  retired  seven  years 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  farm 
Jan.  25,  1903,  in  his  sixty-sixth  year.  He 
built  the  house  there  now  occupied  by  his  son, 
Charles  F.  Richey.  A  former  neighbor  and  old 
acquaintance,  one  who  knew  him  closely  dur- 
ing the  eighteen  years  he  lived  near  the  Rheem 
farm,  is  Mr.  Solomon  Ulman  Heasley,  ganger 
with  the  Grant  Pipe  Line  and  for  twelve 
years  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  He  re- 
spected Mr.  Richey  highly,  and  pays  a  well 
deserved  tribute  to  his  character:  **^lr.  Richey 
was  charitable  to  a  fault.  He  was  honest  and 
stood  faithfully  to  his  word.  Of  strong  char- 
acter, showing  the  English  and  Irish  traits, 
he  was  not  discouraged  easily,  and  he  had 
many  discouragements.  But  he  kept  on  hope- 
fully. America  gave  him  great  satisfaction." 
Mr.  Richey  became  a  citizen  soon  after  coming 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  an  enthusiastic 
Republican  in  politics. 

At  Bothwell,  Canada,  Mr.  Richey  met  and 
married,  in  September,  1866,  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Lean, a  native  of  Canada,  whose  parents  were 
Highland-Scotch  and  married  in  Scotland. 
They  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters :  Wil- 
liam D. ;  Charles  F. ;  Thomas  C. ;  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Steen,  of  Franklin;  and  Anna 
Belle,  Mrs.  Richard  Shonts,  of  Franklin. 

The  three  sons  of  William  Richey  had  early 
opportunity  to  learn  the  practical  work  of  oil 
production,  and  all  were  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness with  their  father,  in  time  succeeding  to 
his  interests.  They  are  still  closely  related  in 
business,  though  they  have  operated  inde- 
pendently for  the  last  seven  years,  Charles  F. 
Richey  occupying  the  homestead  at  Ajax,  on 
the  old  Rheem  farm,  and  his  brothers  being 
located  about  a  mile  distant,  on  Bully  Hill. 
There  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pro- 
ductive wells  on  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  which  they  control,  with  a  rich  yield. 
They  have  had  some  pleasant  experiences  along 
with  the  trying  ones.  One  well,  after  being 
pumped  for  nineteen  years  with  decreasing 
production,  was  shot,  and  during  the  first 
twenty- four  hours  thereafter  gave  a  flow  of 
forty  barrels,  and  it  continues  to  yield  in  pay- 
ing quantities.  Much  credit  is  due  to  these 
men  for  their  perseverance  in  the  prosecution 
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of  the  oil  industry,  continued  at  times  under 
discouraging  conditions,  but  in  the  main  a  very 
satisfactory  field  of  endeavor. 

William  D.  Richey  married  Theda  Mary 
Goodwill,  who  was  born  on  Bully  Hill,  daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  L.  Goodwill,  now  of  Franklin. 
Their  children  are  Mary  and  Carl.  They  have 
a  very  pleasant  home  in  close  proximity  to  that 
of  his  brother  Thomas  C.  Richey. 

Charles  F.  Richey  was  born  on  the  Foster 
farm  on  Bully  Hill  Dec.  5,  1879,  but  has  resided 
on  the  Rheem  farm  since  childhood.  He  was 
educated  in  the  local  public  schools.  Eight 
years  ago  he  married  Edna  Gordon,  daughter 
of  C.  P.  Gordon,  now  a  resident  of  Lawrence 
county.  She  also  was  reared  on  Bully  Hill. 
The  children  of  this  union  are  Eleanor,  Charles 
McLean  and  Clinton  Plummer. 

Thomas  C.  Richey  was  bom  May  7,  1882. 
At  the  age  of  twenty- five  years  he  married 
Maud  Clever,  who  was  bom  on  Bully  Hill, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Clever,  also  a  former 
farmer  and  oil  producer  there.  Their  children 
are  Viola,  Vera,  Helen  and  Thomas.  Mr. 
Richey  is  serving  at  present  as  one  of  the 
board  of  school  directors  of  Sandy  Creek 
township. 

All  the  Richey  family  are  active  in  the  East 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which 
Thomas  C.  Richey  serves  as  treasurer. 

CHARLES  WILLIAM  GOODEMOTE 
(deceased)  was  associated  with  oil  operations 
throughout  his  residence  in  Venango  county, 
for  a  number  of  years  before  his  death  as  a 
prosperous  producer  in  Complanter  township 
as  well  as  in  drilling  contracting.  Mr.  Goode- 
mote  was  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  county,  N. 
Y.,  born  Dec.  20,  1866,  on  the  farm  of  his 
father,  Abraham  Goodemote. 

Abraham  Goodmote  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  of  German  descent, 
the  earlier  members  of  the  family  in  this 
country  settling  along  the  Mohawk  river.  He 
followed  farming  during  his  active  years,  own- 
ing a  tract  of  sixty  acres,  and  is  still  living 
in  New  York  State,  now  ( 1918)  about  seventy- 
eight  years  old.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  the  Civil  war  period  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Union,  serving  in  the  154th  New 
York  Regiment.  To  his  marriage  with  Eveline 
Faller,  who  is  now  about  seventy-five  years  old, 
were  bom  four  children:  Charles  William, 
Frank,  Veddar  and  Byron. 

Charles  William  Goodemote  obtained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  where  he  remained  up  to  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  leaving  his  old  home  to  try 


his  fortune  in  Kansas.  He  had  been  reared  to 
agricultural  work,  which  he  followed  while  in 
the  West,  coming  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  in  the  year 
1 89 1  to  enter  the  employ  of  Wesley  Chambers. 
He  was  engaged  at  carpentry  until  the  work 
at  the  wells  was  sufficiently  advanced  for  him 
to  assume  his  duties  there,  and  after  a  brief 
experience  as  pumper  he  was  made  superin- 
tendent of  oil  operations  for  Mr.  Chambers, 
being  so  occupied  for  nine  years  on  the  Cham- 
berlain Farm.  Meantime  Mr.  Chambers  had 
died,  and  Mr.  Goodemote  commenced  opera- 
tions on  his  own  account,  starting  hy  leasing 
three  or  four  acres  upon  which  he  drilled,  and 
continuing  to  lease  more  as  he  was  in  position 
to  extend  his  work  until,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  he  had  twenty-two  wells  producing,  all 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  in  Complanter 
township.  He  also  took  contracts  for  drilling, 
his  various  activities  keeping  him  well  occupied 
and  combining  profitably.  Mr.  Goodemote 
died  in  his  prime,  Aug.  20,  19 17,  and  is  buried 
at  Rynd  Farm.  He  attended  the  Methodist 
Church,  affiliated  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles  at  Oil  City,  and  was  identified  with^  the 
Republican  party  in  politics,  being  well  known 
in  and  about  Oil  City  and  standing  high  in  the 
regard  of  his  associates  in  every  rehtion  of 
life. 

While  in  Kansas,  Mr.  Goodemote  was  mar- 
ried to  Qara  Annie  Standing,  a  native  of  the 
County  of  Sussex,  England,  who  was  five 
years  old  when  she  accompanied  her  parents  to 
America,  the  family  living  in  Iowa  and  sub- 
sequently in  Kansas.  Eventually  they  moved 
into  the  town  of  Lawrence,  Kans.,  so  that  the 
children  could  have  better  school  advantages, 
and  there  Mrs.  Goodemote  acquired  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  her  education.  She  is  the  mother 
of  the  following  children :  Ray  W.,  bom  Oct. 
2,  1888,  who  is  in  the  United  States  service, 
was  formerly  engaged  as  cook  in  the  base  hos- 
pital at  New  York  City,  and  is  now  with  the 
American  forces  in  France ;  Florence  G.,  bom 
April  19,  1892,  is  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Flinch- 
baugh;  Elmer  D.,  bom  September  28,  1895, 
married  Genevieve  Frisbee,  and  lives  at  home ; 
Alice  M.,  bom  September  26,  1902,  is  attend- 
ing high  school  in  Oil  City ;  Esther  A.,  bom 
November  14,  1905^  and  Bertha  E.,  bom  Jan- 
uary 9,  1908,  are  also  at  home. 

John  Standing,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Clara 
Annie  (Standing)  Goodemote.  married  a  Wat- 
kins,  and  they  passed  their  lives  in  England.* 
In  religious  doctrine  they  were  Friends.  Their 
family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, John,  Alfred,  Caleb,  Eliza  (who  was  the 
eldest  child),  Martha  and  Hannah  (deceased). 
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all  the  sons  settling  in  America.  Alfred  and 
Caleb  came  here  as  Quaker  missionaries  to 
Indian  Territory,  John  arriving  later.  Alfred 
Standing  was  prominent  in  educational  work 
among  the  Indians  throughout  his  active  years, 
starting  various  Indian  schools,  and  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Carlisle  (Pa.)  Indian  School 
until  obliged  to  give  up  the  work  because  of 
feebleness  due  to  advancing  age,  when  he  was 
made  librarian  of  the  city  of  Carlisle. 

John  Standing,  son  of  John,  above,  was  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Goodemote.  He  was  born  in 
England  June  6,  18^9,  and  spent  his  early  life 
there  as  an  apprentice  and  clerk,  later  having 
a  store.  After  coming  to  this  country  he 
farmed  in  Iowa  and  Kansas  until  he  moved 
his  family  to  Lawrence,  Kans.,  to  allow  his 
children  better  school  privileges  than  the  coun- 
try districts  then  afforded,  and  he  is  buried  at 
that  city,  where  he  died  in  December,  191 1. 
He  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
served  as  member  of  the  school  board  while 
living  on  the  farm,  and  held  to  the  religious 
faith  of  his  parents,  the  family  having  their 
own  meeting  house.  Mr.  Standing  married 
Qarissa  Harding,  who  was  bom  in  May,  1841, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Harding,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing at  Lawrence,  Kans.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  this  couple :  Qara  Annie, 
Mrs.  Goodemote,  who  has  also  adhered  to  the 
Society  of  Friends;  Margaret  E.,  now  de- 
ceased; Bertha,  wife  of  Arthur  Commons,  of 
Kansas;  Minnie  and  Gertrude,  both  also  resi- 
dents of  Lawrence.  Kans.;  Ralph,  of  Law- 
rence, who  married  Clara  Davis;  and  Maud, 
wife  of  Ferb  Dickinson,  of  Tonganoxie, 
Kansas. 

REV.  MAXIMILIAN  S.  POLASKI  has 
been  rector  of  the  Polish  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Oil  City  since  its  organization,  and 
the  flourishing  condition  of  the  congregation, 
with  its  splendidly  improved  property,  is  sub- 
stantial evidence  of  devoted  labors  continued 
untiringly.  Father  Polaski  is  a  native  of  Po- 
land, bom  Aug.  23,  1872,  one  of  the  family 
of  eight  children  born  to  Ignatius  and  Regina 
Polaski,  who  came  to  America  in  about  1079. 
They  settled  at  Erie,  Pa.,  where  the  father 
was  a  trusted  employe  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gas 
Company  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years, 
subsequently  receiving  a  pension  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  about  six  years  ago. 
He  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Trinity  Cath- 
olic Church  at  Erie,  and  the  mother  still  resides 
in  that  city. 

Rev.  Maximilian  S.  Polaski  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Erie^ 


attended  school  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  one 
year,  and  pursued  his  classical  studies  at  SS. 
Cyril  and  Methodius  Seminary  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,  preparatory  to  his  theological  course, 
which  he  took  at  St.  Bonaventura's  College  and 
Seminary,  Allegany,  N.  Y.,  conducted  by  the 
Franciscan  Fathers.  He  was  ordained  a  priest 
at  Allegany  Feb.  25,  1899,  by  Bishop  Quigley, 
then  of  Buffalo,  later  Archbishop  of  Chicago, 
and  the  following  month  came  to  Oil  City  as 
assistant  to  the  Very  Rev.  Father  Sheridan,  of 
St.  Joseph's  Church.  Though  there  was  a 
large  Polish  Catholic  population  in  Oil  City, 
they  had  up  to  that  time  no  church  of  their 
own,  and  a  meeting  of  Polish  families  inter- 
ested was  called  for  April  3,  1850,  to  discuss 
plans  for  organization.  Fift^-nve  families 
were  represented  at  the  gathermg,  and  it  was 
decided  to  found  a  Polish  congregation,  for 
which  church  quarters  were  immediately  se- 
cured by  the  purchase  of  the  old  Presbyterian 
chapel,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
beautiful  church.  The  |)uilding  was  twenty- 
eight  by  forty  feet  in  dimensions,  and  with  an 
addition  was  adequate  for  the  first  needs  of 
the  congregation,  being  used  as  their  house  of 
worship  until  1907,  when  the  increase  of 
membership  made  new  provisions  necessary. 
The  members  contributed  liberally  toward  the 
erection  of  the  present  church,  which  is  forty- 
six  by  ninety-two  feet  in  dimensions,  substan- 
tial in  construction  and  handsomely  equipped. 
The  organ  is  a  fine  two-manual  instmment 
built  by  the  Teller  Organ  Company  of  Erie, 
and  costing  two  thousand  dollars.  In  addition 
to  their  fine  church,  the  congregation  has  also 
erected  a  parochial  school  building  and  parish 
house,  the  former  completed  in  1912  and  af- 
fording ample  school  accommodations,  with 
a  daily  attendance  of  two  hundred  pupils. 
The  total  value  of  the  property  now  amounts 
to  at  least  sixty  thousand  dollars,  without  in- 
cumbrance of  any  kind,  all  in  the  name  and 
trust  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Erie, 
Pa.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  families,  about 
fifteen  hundred  souls,  are  now  represented  in 
the  congregation  of  the  Church  of  the  Assump- 
tion of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  Father  Po- 
laski has  been  a  rector  of  the  congregation  from 
its  beginning,  and  with  the  local  parish  com- 
mittee always  cooperated  harmoniously  in  the 
direction  of  its  material  affairs,  which  through 
their  vigilance  and  unremitting  efforts  have 
been  maintained  in  prosperous  condition 
throughout  the  life  of  the  parish.  Father  Po- 
laski is  a  persevering  and  effective  worker,  as 
the  steady  growth  of  the  congregation  and  the 
variety   of   its   interests   attest,   and   deserves 
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great  credit  for  the  progressive  spirit  which 
has  always  animated  his  labors  and  which  has 
resulted  in  creating  and  maintaining  a  similar 
tendency  in  his  flock.  Oil  City  has  no  better 
citizens  than  are  represented  in  this  Polish 
Catholic  parish,  and  the  loyalty  and  patriotism 
of  their  leader  has  also  been  reflected  in  their 
thoroughly  American  attitude  in  the  crisis 
which  our  country  is  now  facing.  He  has  in 
every  respect  shown  himself  worthy  of  the 
responsibility  of  guiding  the  large  congrega- 
tion in  its  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs,  and 
of  their  confidence  as  well,  and  he  is  as  popular 
in  other  circles  of  the  city  as  in  his  own  parish. 

GEORGE  BRUTCHE,  of  Petroleum  Cen- 
ter, Venango  County,  has  been  identified  with 
local  oil  operations  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
during  most  of  that  period  as  an  independent 
business  man,  taking  contracts  for  drilling  and 
also  engaged  in  oil  production.  In  his  various 
business  and  social  connections  he  has  made  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances  in  this  section  of 
the  county.  Bom  Feb.  23,  1864,  in  New  York 
City,  he  is  a  son  of  John  Brutche,  who  made 
his  home  in  that  city  for  some  time  after 
coming  to  this  country  from  Baden,  Germany, 
subsequently  living  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  and 
Allegheny  (now  Pittsburgh),  Pa.,  before  his 
removal  to  Oil  City  in  about  1865.  By  trade  he 
was  a  molder. 

When  the  family  settled  in  Venango  county 
George  Brutche  was  but  a  child,  and  here  he 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  was  reared  in  Complanter  township,  and 
was  trained  to  farm  life  in  his  early  years, 
following  such  work  until  he  began  his  con- 
nection with  the  oil  business  in  1885  as  pumper 
and  tool  dresser  on  an  oil  lease,  his  first  em- 
ployer in  this  line  being  H.  R.  Davis.  After 
a  year's  experience  as  pumper  and  two  years 
at  tool  dressing  Mr.  Brutche  acted  upon  his 
ambition  to  start  out  on  his  own  account,  and 
in  1889  commenced  taking  drilling  contracts, 
with  which  he  has  since  been  largely  occupied, 
operating  in  partnership  with  O.  W.  Turk, 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated  since  191 2. 
Their  reliability,  complete  equipment  and  rep- 
utation for  thorough  familiarity  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  work  have  drawn  a  large 
and  steady  patronage,  principally  among  those 
producers  who  follow  the  business  regularly 
and  systematically,  and  with  whom  Mr.  Brutche 
may  also  be  classed,  as  he  holds  considerable 
oil  property,  operated  for  the  most  part  in 
association  with  well  known  oil  men  of  this 
territory.  One  of  his  leases  is  at  Pioneer, 
Venango  county,   and  he   is   connected  with 


Charles  Smith  of  Oil  City,  James  Russell,  Innis 
Russell  and  P.  A.  Wilbert,  William  Bowers 
and  William  A.  Britton  in  the  ownership  and 
operation  of  others.  His  home  is  at  Petroleum 
Center,  in  the  northern  portion  of  Complanter 
township,  where  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known,  his  standing  as  a  citizen  and  among- 
his  personal  friends  reflecting  creditably  upon 
his  substantial  character.  He  afiiliates  with  the 
Masons  and  Elks,  belonging  to  Fraternal 
Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Rouseville, 
Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection  (fotuteenth 
degree),  of  Oil  City,  and  the  Elks  lodge  at  Oil 
City. 

Mr.  Brutche  married  Hettie  Kelley,  daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  Kelley,  of  Complanter  township, 
and  they  have  one  daughter.  May,  who  lives  at 
home. 

LEONARD  D.  KISTLER,  of  Oil  City,  is 
well  known  among  oil  men  in  this  region  as 
member  of  the  Complanter  Drilling  Company, 
reliable  contract  drillers  and  tool  dressers.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  that  line  for  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  prior  to  which  he  had  a  long  expe- 
rience in  the  refineries  of  the  district,  and  he 
also  has  a  profitable  oil  production  in  the 
vicinity,  as  well  as  one  in  Lawrence  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Kistler  was  bom  March  6,  1864,  in  Ba- 
den, Germany,  son  of  Leonard  Kistler  and 
grandson  of  Conrad  Kistler,  both  also  natives 
of  Baden,  the  grandfather  bom  in  1807.  He 
worked  in  a  stone  quarryr  in  the  old  country, 
came  to  America  with  his  son  Leonard,  and 
was  employed  with  him  here,  remaining  in 
this  country  until  his  death  in  1877,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  He  is  buried  in  Grove 
Hill  cemetery.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Carolina  Weber,  died  Dec.  31,  1870,  when 
about  sixty  years  old.  They  were  members  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Their  two 
children  were  John  and  Leonard,  the  former 
dying  Oct.  23,  1901. 

Leonard  Kistler,  father  of  Leonard  D.  Kist- 
ler, was  born  Sept.  5,  1838,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Baden,  where  he  worked  in  a 
stone  quarry  until  his  emigration  to  America. 
Settling  in  Oil  City,  Pa.,  in  the  latter  part  of 
1 87 1,  he  was  variously  employed  until  he 
started  work  at  the  refineries,  where  he  was 
engaged  for  a  number  of  years,  eventually  buy- 
ing a  farm  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  Venango 
county,  which  he  cultivated  very  successfully, 
besides  having  an  oil  production  there.  His 
death  occurred  at  Oil  City  Dec.  3,  1916,  and  he 
is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
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and  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Royal  Arca- 
num. Six  children  were  born  to  his  marriage 
with  Fredericka  Schafer,  namely:  Leonard 
D.,  mentioned  below ;  Magdalena,  who  married 
A.  L.  Snyder,  of  Clarendon,  Pa.;  Christian, 
who  married  Frances  Ihrig;  Conrad,  of  In- 
diana, Pa.,  who  married  Margaretta  Sneeden; 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Oil  City,  who  married 
Clara  Grim;  and  Annie,  wife  of  C.  M.  Darl- 
ing, of  Bamesboro,  Pa.  The  mother  was  born 
Dec.  4,  1839,  at  Niederhofen,  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Rosina 
(Riedle)  Schafer,  both  of  whom  are  buried  at 
Niederhofen.  The  father  was  born  there 
March  22,  1803,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and 
died  in  Germany  May  28,  1867.  Mrs.  Schafer 
died  when  her  daughter  Fredericka  was  three 
years  old,  the  mother  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Her  family,  the  Rie- 
dles,  were  farming  people  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, and  she  was  one  of  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Leonard  D.  Kistler  was  seven  and  a  half 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
America,  the  voyage  being  made  in  the  vessel 
"Zimbria"  to  New  York  City.  They  arrived 
in  Oil  City  Oct.  2,  18171,  and  there  he  grew  up, 
attending  the  public  schools  until  he"  became 
steadily  employed  in  the  refineries.  His  first 
regular  work  was  for  Hill  &  Thump  in  the 
barrel  house  of  the  Economy  Refinery,  and 
later  he  was  engaged  at  the  barrel  works  of  the 
Imperial  Refinery  (owned  by  the  Standard  Oil 
Company)  for  five  years,  raising  barrels  and 
running  the  Yankee  Cooper.  His  next  posi- 
tion was  in  the  Continental  Refinery,  where  he 
continued  fourteen  years,  operating  stills,  after 
which  he  did  railroad  work  four  years,  firing 
and  running  an  engine  on  the  Western  New 
York  &  Pennsylvania  railroad.  He  has  since 
been  operating  in  the  oil  fields  as  driller  and 
tool  dresser,  being  associated  with  W.  H. 
Steck,  Charles  Steck  and  Charles  Rodgers  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Complanter  Drilling  Com- 
pany, who  have  three  strings  of  tools  and  con- 
stant work  for  all  their  equipment.  Mr.  Kist- 
ler has  been  one  of  the  live  members  of  this 
concern,  besides  looking  after  his  own  produc- 
tions, which  are  in  promising  condition.  He  is 
well  known  in  local  fraternal  circles,  holding 
membership  in  Oil  City  Council,  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  Firemen;  Oil 
City  Lodge  No.  589,  L  O.  O.  F. ;  Lodge  No. 
344.  B.  P.  O.  Elks ;  and  the  Knights  of  Malta. 
Politically  he  is  independent,  voting  as  he 
chooses. 

By  his  marriage  to  Mary  Ihrig  Mr.  Kistler 
has  had  the   following  children:     Louis  H., 


born  Aug.  30,  1887,  is  with  the  United  States 
Signal  Corps  at  Americas,  Ga. ;  Freeda  L., 
bom  April  10,  1889,  is  the  wife  of  Wallace 
Bruce  Fye,  a  carpenter  of  Oil  City,  and  has 
two  children,  Wallace  B.  and  Leonard;  Leon- 
ard William  and  Joseph,  twins,  were  bom  Aug. 
I,  1891,  the  latter  dying  Sept.  15,  1891,  the 
former  Aug.  13,  1909;  Lester  Ihrig,  bom  Dec. 
3,  1895,  was  a  clerk  until  his  enlistment  in  the 
United  States  Navy.  The  farnily  are  identified 
with  the  First  Pesbyterian  Church  of  Oil  City. 
Mrs.  Mary  (Ihrig)  Kistler  was  bom  Dec.  3, 
1866,  at  Rynd  Farm,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
was  reared  in  that  vicinity,  taking  her  higher 
studies  at  the  Rouseville  Normal  School.  Her 
father,  George  William  Ihrig.  born  March  29, 
1836,  in  Hessen,  Germany,  was  about  seven- 
teen years  old  when  he  came  to  America,  both 
of  his  parents  being  deceased  at  that  time.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  located  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  where  he  followed  shoemaking  until  after 
the  Civil  war,  removing  thence  to  the  Rynd 
Farm  in  Venango  county  and  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  the  production  of  oil.  Later  he  invested 
in  a  farm,  the  old  Shippen  place  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  the  production  of  oil  until  his  death,  April 
22,  1907.  Mr.  Ihrig  is  buried  in  Franklin  ceme- 
tery with  his  wife,  Mary  L.  (Mauldoner),  who 
was  bom  in  Mav,  1834,  in  Baden,  Germany, 
and  died  at  the  S^hippen  farm  March  17,  1907. 
Her  parents  died  when  she  was  but  fifteen 
years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ihrig  were  associated 
with  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  he 
was  a  Democrat  in  political  opinion.  At  one 
time  he  held  membership  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Of 
their  children,  besides  Mrs.  Leonard  D.  Kistler, 
George  Louis,  now  a  resident  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  married  Martha  Hebron;  Harry,  a  resi- 
dent of  Sistersville,  W.  Va.,  married  Frances 
Weeder,  who  died  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  Ed- 
ward, William  and  Catherine  died  of  scarlet 
fever,  in  childhood;  Frances  is  the  wife  of 
Christian  Kistler,  of  Oil  City ;  Annie  B.  is  the 
widow  of  Christian  Willbehn,  and  lives  in 
Sturgis,  Mich. ;  William  F.,  a  farmer  of  Su^r 
Creek  township,  Venango  county,  married 
Delia  Adams. 

CHARLES  E.  PYLE,  of  Sandy  Creek  town- 
ship, is  very  properly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
live  wires  in  the  Bully  Hill  oil  field,  where  he 
has  been  operating  for  over  twenty  years.  As 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Pyle  Brothers  &  Co. 
and  the  Alphabet  Oil  Company  he  is  interested 
in  both  V^enango  and  Clarion  oil  lands,  but  his 
principal  operations  are  on  Bully  Hill,  where 
the  Alphabet  Company  holds  one  of  the  most 
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valuable  leases  in  the  locality.  Much  of  the 
development  work  of  this  company  has  been 
carried  on  according  to  his  ideas  and  under 
his  supervision,  and  the  mere  fact  that  it  has 
been  intrusted  to  him  is  a  tribute  to  his  ability. 
A  man  of  active  physique  and  intellect,  he  is 
well  fitted  to  plan  and  to  realize  his  ambitions, 
never  lagging  in  his  efforts  to  bring  any  of  his 
undertakings  to  successful  completion. 

Mr.  Pyle  was  bom  Dec.  i6,  1872,  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Venango  county,  where  his 
father,  Erastus  C.  Pyle,  carried  on  a  farm  for 
three  years.  The  father  was  also  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  this  section  of  the 
State  to  join  his  brother  Robert  J.  Pyle,  who 
had  encouraged  him  to  come  here  because  of 
the  excellent  prospects  of  remunerative  em- 
ployment. Just  previously  he  had  pven  three 
years'  service  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  with  an  Indiana  regiment,  and  was  nearly 
starved  to  death  at  Libby  prison,  where  he  was 
confined  for  three  months  before  being  paroled 
and  exchanged.  Then  he  rejoined  his  regiment 
and  completed  his  term  of  enlistment,  but  his 
health  had  been  permanently  impaired  while  he 
was  in  the  army,  and  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years,  Oct.  3,  1898,  was  caused  by  the 
hardships  he  had  undergone.  When  he  joined 
his  brother  in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields  he 
found  work  readily  as  a  rig  builder,  carpenter, 
pumper  and  driller,  eventually  taking  charge 
of  important  production  work  in  the  Bully  Hill 
section.  He  was  so  engaged  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  during  the  last  fifteen  years  filling  a 
responsible  position  with  Smith,  Huling  &  Co.. 
for  whom  he  had  charge  of  the  lease  and  de- 
velopment work  on  the  Huling  farm.  He  lived 
there  during  that  time. 

Mr.  Pyle  married  Olean  Murdock,  of  Sugar 
Creek  township,  this  county,  a  farmer's  daugh- 
ter, who  was  born  in  Crawford  county.  Pa., 
where  her  father  had  a  large  farm.  Mrs. 
Pyle  now  lives  with  her  children.  A  large 
family  was  bom  to  this  union,  five  sons  and 
five  daughters :  Charles  E.,  mentioned  below ; 
Vida  May,  wife  of  Will  Kuhns,  a  clothier,  of 
Franklin,  Pa. ;  Gertie  Bell,  wife  of  Charles  D. 
Boals,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work ;  Ernest  R.,  now  engaged  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  Beers  Brothers'  leases  in  Venango 
county,  near  Rouseville ;  Ethel,  married  to  Bert 
Barnes,  who  is  engaged  as  a  pumper  at  Kane- 
ville;  Cora,  wife  of  William  Miller,  who  is  a 
pumper  on  the  Beers  Brothers'  leases ;  Crystal, 
married  to  Chris.  Highfield,  superintendent  of 
oil  leases  operated  by  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company  at  Franklin ;  Qint  R.,  engaged 
as  a  driller  in  the  Tulso  (Okla.)  field;  Ace  C, 


a  patternmaker,  of  Franklin ;  and  Leslie  N.,  an 
employe  of  Beers  Brothers,  in  the  auto  supply 
store  in  Oil  City. 

Charles  E.  Pyle  grew  up  in  this  section,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Brought  up  in  the  midst  of  extensive  oil  opera- 
tions, he  began  work  in  the  same  line  himself, 
and  during  his  early  manhood  was  employed  as 
a  rig  builder  in  the  Ohio  oil  fields,  where  he 
remained  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He 
then  became  associated  with  the  Alphabet  Oil 
Company  in  the  capacity  of  pumper,  being 
given  the  management  of  the  lease  they  now 
hold  for  ten  years  before  he  acquired  a  fifth 
interest  in  it,  fifteen  years  ago.  In  1895-96  Mr. 
Pyle  went  into  partnership  with  his  cousins, 
John  A.  and  Frank  Pyle  (sons  of  Robert  J. 
Pyle),  as  Pyle  Brothers  &  Co.,  and  the  associa- 
tion has  lasted  ever  since,  the  company  having 
leases  on  Bully  Hill  and  in  Clarion  county. 
With  Harry  Smith,  of  Florida,  they  constitute 
the  Alphabet  Oil  Company,  which  has  one  of 
the  best  leases  on  Bully  Hill,  their  daily  pro- 
duction running  as  high  as  forty  barrels.  Only 
four  wells  had  been  sunk  on  this  property  when 
Mr.  Pyle  came  there  to  work.  ,  Now  there  are 
seventy-six,  and  all  the  exploitation  has  been 
done  under  his  direction,  which  leaves  little 
necessity  for  comment  as  to  his  ability.  Though 
he  never  neglects  business^  Mr.  Pyle  finds  time 
for  recreation  and  other  mterests,  and  enjoys 
especially  his  automobile  trips.  He  has  gone 
to  Niagara  Falls  by  automobile  more  than  once. 
He  IS  an  Odd  Fellow  in  good  standing,  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  East  Grove  M.  E. 
Church,  which  he  is  serving  at  present  as  trus- 
tee. He  made  an  excellent  record  in  ten  years 
of  service  on  the  Sandy  Creek  township  school 
board. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Pyle  was 
married  to  Cora  Belle  Graham,  then  eighteen 
years  old,  daughter  of  Robert  Graham.  She 
was  reared  on  Bully  Hill.  They  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  Glenn  L.,  emplo3red 
upon  one  of  his  father's  oil  leases,  married 
Helen  Mar  Alcorn,  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and 
is  living  near  his  parents ;  Esther  Elaine  lives 
at  home ;  Inza  Gertha  married  James  Monroe 
Lowry.  of  Texas;  Ivan  Graham  and  Ruby 
Catherine  complete  the  family.  Mr.  Pyle  has 
built  a  substantial  residence,  for  which  he  chose 
a  fine  site  called  River  View,  beautifully  located 
several  hundred  feet  above  the  Allegheny  and 
overlooking  that  stream. 

JOHN  W.  FRYE,  of  Oil  City,  is  just  com- 
pleting a  half  century  of  residence  in  Venango 
county,  where  he  has  been  well  and  favorably 
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known  as  a  successful  oil  producer  and  farmer, 
as  well  as^in  the  personal  relations  which  have 
brought  him  into  contact  with  a  large  number 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Frye  is  a  native  of 
Williamsport,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pa.,  bom  March 
13,  1848,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Quinn) 
Frye.  His  father  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  pasteboard  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Culbertson  &  Frye,  who  had  their  plant  at 
Monongahela  City,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five  years.  The  mother,  who  was 
from  Frederick  county,  Md.,  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years,  and  both  parents  are 
buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery,  Oil  City.  They 
were  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Augustus  (who  is  deceased),  Thomas,  John 
W.,  Samuel  C,  Albert  G.,  Ella,  Annie,  and 
Henrietta. 

John  W.  Frye  was  about  eleven  years  old 
when  his  father  died.  He  attended  school  at 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  and  during  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  was  employed  largely  in  the 
lumber  woods  near  Montoursville,  Lycoming 
Co.,  Pa.  In  1869  he  came  to  Oil  City,  Venango 
county,  where  he  has  witnessed  many  remark- 
able changes,  one  of  his  interesting  pioneer 
recollections  being  of  the  first  locomotive  that 
was  ever  brought  to  the  city,  coming  over  the 
Atlantic  &  Great  Western  railroad.  The  track 
was  laid  on  the  ice  in  the  river  to  run  it  into 
Oil  City,  and  the  station  was  at  the  old  "Moran 
House,"  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  at  Moran 
Eddy,  in  its  day  a  popular  resort  of  rivermen. 
As  he  acquired  the  means  Mr.  Frye  became  en- 
gaged in  the  production  of  oil,  which  he  fol- 
lowed very  profitably  for  a  number  of  years, 
having  twenty-two  wells  during  his  period  of 
greatest  activity  in  that  business.  He  is  still 
operating  to  some  extent.  Besides,  he  carried 
on  farming  in  Cranberry  township,  Venango 
county,  by  industry  and  good  management  do- 
ing well  in  that  line  also.  Mr.  Frye  now  has  a 
very  desirable  home  at  No.  151 1  West  First 
street,  Oil  City,  enjoying  the  leisure  to  which 
his  former  industry  has  entitled  him.  When 
he  settled  at  that  location  there  was  not  another 
house  near  by,  and  he  has  seen  all  of  the  won- 
derful development  of  that  section  of  the  city, 
now  comprisng  some  very  valuable  properties. 
As  a  citizen  he  has  shown  himself  thoroughly 
loyal  and  public-spirited  in  his  support  of 
worthy  movements,  just  as  in  private  life  he 
has  lived  up  to  all  his  obligations.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat  in  opinion,  and  his  religious 
association  is  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Frye  married  Josephine  Miller,  and  they 
have  had  one  son,  John  S.  Frye,  now  living  at 


Evans  City,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  is  en- 

?aged  in  the  warehouse  of  the  South  Penn  Oil 
'ompany.  He  married  Wilhelmina  Burr,  and 
they  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Margaret,  now 
( 1918)  four  years  old. 

ERSKINE  J.  MILLER  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  Franklin,  and  no  citizen  of  that 
place  has  a  more  favorable  record  in  the  public 
service,  in  which  he  has  had  a  conspicuous  place 
for  a  number  of  years  past.  He  came  to  that 
city  some  twenty  years  ago,  and  within  a  few 
years  found  himself  interested  in  municipal 
affairs,  in  the  administration  of  which  he  has 
played  an  important  part  as  member  of  the 
council  and  of  one  of  the  important  committees 
of  that  body.  It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the 
high  place  he  occupies  in  the  confidence  of  his 
townsmen  has  been  won  by  his  disinterested 
labors  in  conserving  their  rights  and  interests, 
as  well  as  his  very  evident  fitness  for  such 
responsibilities. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  bom 
in  Venango  township,  Butler  county,  March  24, 
i860,  son  of  James  E.  Miller,  who  came  to  that 
section  from  Mercer  county,  where  he  was 
born.  Some  time  after  his  removal  to  Butler 
county  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Venango  town- 
ship, and  there  carried  on  general  agriculture 
until  his  retirement  because  of  advancing  age. 
He  died  in  Butler  county,  near  Foxbur^  (which 
is  in  Clarion  county  just  over  the  line),  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  after  an  industrious, 
useful  life.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Susanna  Dumell,  still  continues  to  make  her 
home  in  that  county.  They  were  the  parents  of 
a  large  family,  namely :  Sarah,  John,  Erskine 
J.,  Isabella  (who  died  when  four  years  old), 
Elizabeth,  Helen,  a  son  that  died  in  infancy, 
Ida,  Luella  and  Robert. 

Erskine  J.  Miller  was  reared  in  Butler 
county,  and  had  excellent  educational  oppor- 
tunities. His  early  schooling  was  obtained  in 
the  home  locality,  and  later  he  attended  Grove 
City  (Pa.)  College,  making  such  good  progress 
that  he  was  prepared  to  beein  teaching  when 
only  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  followed  the  pro- 
fession from  that  time  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  All  but  one  year  he  was  engaged 
in  Butler  county,  that  year  being  spent  at  Par- 
ker City,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.  When  he  de- 
cided to  give  up  teaching  and  enter  business 
Mr.  Miller  came  to  Franklin  and  took  a  posi- 
tion with  the  General  Manifold  &  Printing 
Company,  with  whom  he  remained  one  year  in 
the  capacity  of  foreman  painter.  The  next 
year  he  was  hosekeeper  for  the  Chicago  Pneu- 
matic Tool  Company,  later  taking  his  present 
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position  at  the  Franklin  Steel  Works  (now  the 
Franklin  branch  of  the  American  Steel  Foun- 
dries), where  he  has  been  engaged  as  hose- 
keeper  and  timekeeper  for  fifteen  years.  His 
thorough  reliability  and  intelligent  attention  to 
his  duties  have  gained  him  a  high  place  in  the 
personal  regard  of  his  associates. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican  in  political  opin- 
ion and  has  long  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
local  campaigns  of  the  party,  doing  valuable 
work.  Eleven  years  ago  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  and  has  been  assisting  with 
the  city  government  in  that  capacity  without 
interruption  since,  also  holding  a  place  on  the 
committee  on  Finance  and  Accounts,  for  which 
he  is  especially  well  qualified.  The  important 
duties  of  that  work  have  been  handled  with  the 
utmost  fidelity  to  the  wishes  and  welfare  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  who  recently  showed  their  high 
appreciation  of  his  ability  and  efforts  by  nom- 
inating him  for  the  highest  executive  office, 
realizing  that  Mr.  Miller's  long  experience,  with 
city  affairs,  and  his  unquestionable  public  spirit, 
would  go  far  toward  giving  the  people  the  real- 
ization of  their  desires  in  the  matter  of  munici- 
pal government.  His  religious  association  is 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  an  active  worker,  serving  several 
years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
Fraternally  he  holds  membership  in  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  and  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Margaret  Hul- 
ings,  daughter  of  Alfred  Hulings,  of  Parker 
City,  Pa.  They  have  two  daughters,  Josephine 
and  Susan,  both  at  home  with  their  parents. 

ELMER  W.  RICE  has  been  a  resident  of 
Clintonville  since  1907,  and  he  has  come  to  be 
highly  regarded  in  that  borough,  where  in  the 
activities  of  his  business  life  and  public  serv- 
ice he  has  been  brought  into  contact  with  most 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  won  their  special 
approbation  through  his  work  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board,  for  whose  responsibilities  he 
is  specially  well  fitted  because  of  his  earlier 
experience  as  a  teacher.  Mr.  Rice  belongs  to  a 
substantial  old  family  of  Venango  county, 
being  a  grandson  of  the  venerable  Emanuel  T. 
Rice,  now  one  of  its  oldest  residents. 

Emanuel  T.  Rice  was  born  Oct.  25,  1829, 
and  has  passed  all  his  life  in  Venango  county, 
engaged  principally  in  farming.  He  now 
makes  his  home  in  the  borough  of  Polk.  He 
served  in  the  Union  army  during  most  of  the 
period  of  the  Civil  war.  His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Margarete  McClellan. 

William  M.  Rice,  father  of  Elmer  W.  Rice, 
was  bom  in  Venango  county,  near  Henderson, 


which  is  over  the  line  in  Mercer  county.  He 
always  maintained  his  residence  in  this  county, 
and  died  May  9,  1904,  at  his  old  home  in  Sandy 
Creek  township,  when  but  forty-nine  years  old. 
During  his  business  years  he  was  occupied 
chiefly  as  a  traveling  salesman  in  northwestern 
Pennsylvania  and  southwestern  New  York, 
and  was  widely  known  among  commercial 
travelers.  By  his  marriage  to  Sarah  A.  Jones 
Mr.  Rice  had  a  family  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Maude,  now  the  wife  of  L.  L.  Blair, 
of  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Bert  N.,  who  is  on  the  home 
farm ;  Elmer  W. ;  Washington  B.,  a  resident  of 
Franklin;  Harry  E.,  of  Franklin;  Pearl  B., 
who  is  married  to  W.  M.  McDaniel,  of  Frank- 
lin; and  Clara  B.,  wife  of  L.  C.  Ditzenberger, 
of  Franklin.  The  mother  now  makes  her  home 
at  Greenville,  Mercer  county. 

Elmer  W.  Rice  was  bom  Feb.  28,  1883,  ^^ 
Sandy  Creek  township,  Venango  county,  in  the 
locality  known  as  Sandy  Creek  Hill,  four  miles 
south  of  Franklin.  He  was  qfiven  a  good  edu- 
cation, attending  the  high  school  at  Rocky 
Grove  and  later  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Edinboro,  and  he  was  but  seventeen  years  old 
when  he  began  teaching,  his  first  engagement 
being  at  the  Lyons  school  in  Victory  township. 
Altogether  he  taught  four  terms  in  the  county, 
giving  up  that  work  to  take  a  position  as  book- 
keeper with  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Company  at 
Bullion,  where  this  large  Pittsburgh  house  then 
maintained  a  branch.  He  entered  their  employ 
Oct.  16,  1905,  and  eleven  years  ago  was  pro- 
moted to  manager,  three  months  after  the 
store  was  moved  to  the  present  location  at 
Clintonville.  The  Oil  Well  Supply  Company 
has  branches  in  all  the  principal  towns  in  the 
oil  fields,  doing  a  large  business  as  manufac- 
turers and  jobbers  of  oil  and  artesian  well  sup- 
plies, and  Mr.  Rice  has  succeeded  in  building 
up  a  large  trade  for  his  branch  in  the  territory 
assigned  him.  He  has  a  comprehensive  under- 
standing of  the  business  and  of  the  stock  he 
handles,  serving  his  patrons  so  intelligently 
that  he  has  made  the  output  of  his  concern  very 
popular  in  the  vicinity. 

In  1906  Mr.  Rice  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
M.  Peters,  of  Cochranton,  Pa.,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Sara  Ruth  and  Homer  Raymond 
Harold.  Like  her  husband  Mrs.  Rice  was  a 
successful  teacher,  educated  at  the  Edinboro 
State  Normal  School,  and  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  the  profession  for  ten  or  eleven  terms, 
in  Crawford,  Westmoreland  and  Venango 
counties.  She  was  for  a  time  in  the  graded 
school  at  Madison,  Westmoreland  county,  and 
taught  in  the  Polk  school  at  the  same  time  as 
Mr.  Rice.    They  have  never  lost  their  interest 
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in  educational  work,  and  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  school  board  for  six  years,  during  which 
time  he  became  known  as  a  constructive  worker 
for  the  welfare  of  the  local  schools.  In  po- 
litical opinion  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Rice 
affiliates  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Masons, 
holding  membership  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at 
Polk,  and  he  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious 
connection. 

ARCHIBALD  LYTLE  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death  a  resident  of  Pleasantville  and  one  of 
the  prominent  oil  operators  engaged  in  produc- 
tion there.  By  industry  and  capable  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs  he  had  accumulated  some 
valuable  interests  which  his  widow  still  retains, 
his  success  betokening  a  provident  nature  and 
w^ell  balanced  judgment.  But  it  was  his  out- 
standing integrity  of  character  and  strong  sense 
of  responsibility  toward  others  that  made  him 
best  known  in  his  community,  for  though  he 
labored  to  good  purpose  and  prospered  in  his 
material  affairs  he  considered  his  duties  in  his 
personal  relations  with  his  fellow  men  of  much 
more  importance,  and  led  a  life  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  his  convictions.  Mr.  Lytle  was 
a  characteristic  member  of  the  sturdy  Scotch- 
Irish  race  from  which  he  came,  self-reliant 
and  diligent  in  making  his  way  in  the  world, 
conscientious  in  all  that  concerned  his  dealings 
with  others,  and  deeply  religious,  applying  the 
principles  of  practical  Christianity  in  all  the 
associations  of  his  life. 

Bom  Oct.  12,  1841,  in  County  Derry,  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Lytle  was  a  son  of 
William  Lytle,  of  Moneysharvin,  Maghera, 
that  county,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  dying  May  10,  1893.  The  following  ap- 
peared in  a  local  paper  at  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease :  "He  was  for  thirty-three  years  a  most 
respected  elder  of  the  Maghera  Presbyterian 
Church,  having  been  ordained  there  on  May 
14,  i860.  He  took  the  deepest  interest  in  all 
the  concernments  of  the  church,  and  was  one 
of  her  best  benefactors.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  family  burying  ground,  Mag- 
hera, on  the  following  Wednesday,  and  the 
funeral  cortege,  attended  by  all  creeds  and 
classes,  was  the  largest  and  most  respectable 
that  has  been  in  the  neighborhood  for  many 
years.  The  chief  mourners  were  Mr.  T.  A. 
Lytle,  Mr.  William  Lytle  (jun.),  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Lytle  (sons),  and  Mr.  Thomas  Gil- 
mour  (son-in-law).  The  pastor  of  the  con- 
gregation (Rev.  Dr.  Hall)  made  a  touching  and 
suitable  reference  to  the  deceased  at  the  morn- 
ing service  on  the  Sabbath.  He  said  that  for 
many  years  Mr.  William  Lytle  officially  was 


the  only  connecting  link  between  the  present 
and  the  past,  bringing  them  back  to  the  days 
when  the  gifted  and  worthy  Witherow  min- 
istered to  them  in  that  place,  and  now  that  he 
was  removed  they  felt  as  if  their  anchorage  had 
been  cut,  and  they  were  consciously  drifting 
out  into  the  mysterious  future.  Dr.  Hall, 
speaking  personally,  said  that  he  felt  so  much 
the  poorer,  having  lost  by  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Lytle  a  wise  counselor  and  a  true  and  valued 
friend,  and  he  earnestly  expressed  the  desire 
that  they  all  would  have  grace  to  follow  him 
in  so  far  as  he  followed  his  master — Christ."  • 
Archibald  Lytle  remained  in  his  native  land 
until  some  years  after  he  attained  man's 
estate,  having  lived  in  the  United  States  about 
twenty-one  years  prior  to  his  death — all  in 
Venango  county.  Pa.  After  a  residence  of 
about  eight  years  near  Oil  City  he  returned  to 
Ireland,  on  a  visit  to  his  family,  during  which 
he  married,  the  young  wife  accompanying  him 
when  he  came  back  to  this  country.  Not  long 
afterward  they  removed  to  the  Lytle  oil  farm 
in  Oil  Creek  township,  and  thence  in  1888  to 
the  homestead  at  Pleasantville  still  occupied  by 
his  widow,  and  where  his  death  occurred  June 
24,  1897,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  eight 
months,  twelve  days.  He  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  oil  operations  throughout  the  period 
of  his  residence  on  the  Lytle  farm  and  at 
Pleasantville,  and  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  other  connections  also,  maintaining  an  in- 
telligent and  sincere  interest  in  the  general  wel- 
fare and  cooperating  in  all  local  activities 
designed  to  contribute  to  it.  Fraternally  he 
affiliated  with  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  and  Royal 
Arcanum,  his  brethren  of  the  latter  organiza- 
tion attending  his  funeral  in  a  body  and  march- 
ing to  the  grave  in  Fairview  cemetery  where 
he  was  buried  with  the  rites  of  the  order.  The 
religious  services  at  the  funeral  were  in  charge 
of  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  as- 
sisted by  a  former  pastor  and  close  friend  of 
Mr.  Lytle,  Rev.  S.  T.  Lewis,  then  stationed 
at  Osceola,  Pa.,  and  were  attended  by  a  repre- 
sentative gathering:  from  the  congregation  and 
community  generally.  Mr.  Lytle  had  joined 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  youth  and  always 
remained  a  member  in  good  standing,  bring- 
ing his  certificate  with  him  to  this  country  and 
transferring  his  membership  to  the  church 
nearest  his  home.  During  the  last  seven  years 
of  his  life  he  served  as  an  elder  in  the  session 
and  communion  of  the  Pleasantville  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  was  always  large-hearted 
and  liberal  in  its  support,  as  well  as  an  inter- 
ested attendant  at  services.  His  participation 
in  good  works  did  not  end  with  his  activity  in 
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church  enterprises.  He  was  always  ready  to 
help  any  who  were  in  poverty  or  distress,  giv- 
ing prompt  and  practical  aid  without  any 
ostentation,  believing  man's  greatest  mission 
on  earth  was  to  lighten  others'  burdens  and 
exemplifying  his  faith  in  many  kindly  deeds, 
which  have  fixed  his  memory  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  knew  him. 

By  his  marriage  as  above  related  to  Sarah 
A.  Kennedy,  who  was  born  in  1859  in  County 
Derry,  Ireland,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Brown)  Kennedy,  Mr.  Lytic  had  two 
sons,  William  T.  and  John  Archibald,  both 
now  residents  of  Pleasantville,  the  former  en- 
gaged in  looking  after  his  mother's  oil  leases, 
the  latter  a  drilling  contractor.  William  T. 
Lytle  married  Clara  Stuckley  and  has  three 
children,  Dorothy,  William  and  Catherine. 
John  Archibald  Lytle  married  Clair  Dunham 
and  has  two  children,  Barbara  and  Betty.  All 
the  members  of  this  family  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem. 

THOMAS  ARMSTRONG  IRWIN,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  of  Franklin,  has  been  distinguished  for 
high  ideals  and  sincere  devotion  to  his  profes- 
sion throughout  the  course  of  his  career  as  a 
practitioner,  spent  entirely  at  Franklin,  where 
his  zeal  and  accomplishments  have  been  influ- 
ential in  encouraging  lofty  standards  and  pro- 
moting continuous  progress.  He  has  been  an 
indefatigable  student,  keeping  up  with  the  best 
thought  of  the  day  through  all  the  available 
sources,  and  his  conscientious  efforts  to  fit  him- 
self thoroughly  for  his  chosen  service  to  man- 
kind have  won  flattering  expressions  of  con- 
fidence from  his  many  patrons  in  this  vicinity. 
His  work  has  added  definite  prestige  to  the 
local  medical  fraternity. 

Eh*.  Irwin  was  born  in  Wolf  Creek  township, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  ir,  1862.  son  of  Thomas 
Sampson  and  Dorothy  Ellen  (Hosack)  Irwin. 
Having  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  township  he 
pursued  advanced  literary  studies  in  the  high 
school  at  Mercer,  Pa.,  and  in  the  College  at 
Grove  City,  this  State,  and  began  his  medical 
course  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia, in  1885.  He  completed  it  in  the  Chi- 
cae:o  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  grstduated  Feb.  21,  1888,  return- 
ing at  once  to  his  home  State  and  locating 
at  Franklin  March  8,  1888.  After  seven 
years  of  successful  general  practice  Dr.  Irwin 
decided  to  prepare  himself  for  the  more 
exacting  duties  of  the  specialist  by  a  year  or 
more  of  study  in  the  best  institutions  of  this 
country  and  Europe,  beginning  with  a  course 


at  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  Hospital  in 

1895.  He  was  married  Dec.  19,  1895,  ^^  Helen 
Isabell  Patterson,  daughter  of  Isaac  N.  and 
Donna  (Frame)  Patterson,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1896, 
sailed  for  London,  where  he  did  comprehensive 
special  work  in  various  hospitals,  studying  at 
King's  College  Hospital  and  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  and  graduating  from  the  London 
Homeopathic  Hospital  and  the  London  Throat 
Hospital.  From  London  he  proceeded  to 
Vienna,  Austria,  where  he  took  special  in- 
struction at  the  Government  Hospital,  an  im- 
mense institution,  containing  five  thousand 
beds.  On  his  return  to  this  country  in  October, 

1896,  he  entered  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic 
Hospital  and  subsequently  the  New  York 
Polyclhiic,  graduating  from  both  these 
hospitals.  He  resumed  active  practice  at 
Franklin,  where  he  has  since  been  established, 
making  a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  chronic 
diseases,  in  which  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. Dr.  Irwin  has  the  profound  respect 
and  unaffected  friendship  of  his  fellow  prac- 
titioners in  and  about  Franklin,  and  he  has 
had  the  highest  reward  which  the  scientific 
man  craves,  that  of  being  consulted  as  an 
authority  by  workers  in  his  own  field.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Venango  County  and  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Medical  Societies,  and  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy.  His  hon- 
orary defi:ree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  by  Grove 
City  College. 

JOSEPH  ALBERT  ANGOVE,  assistant 
general  superintendent  of  the  National  Transit 
Pump  and  Machine  Company,  at  Oil  City,  has 
made  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  mechanical 
engineer  during  his  varied  experience  in  that 
calling.  Born  Dec.  10,  1865,  at  Ridge  Mine,  in 
Ontonagon  county,  Mich.,  Mr.  Angove  is  a  son 
of  the  late  William  Angove.  of  Oil  City,  and 
of  English  extraction.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, a  miner  in  England,  died  of  injuries 
recefived  in  the  mines  when  his  only  child. 
William,  was  very  young. 

William  Angove  was  a  native  of  Cornwall, 
England,  and  lived  in  that  country  until  twenty- 
one  years  old,  beginning  work  at  the  copper 
mines  when  only  ten  years  old.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  stationary  engineer,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  the  Cornish  mines  up  to  the  time  of 
his  coming  to  America.  Landing  at  New  York, 
Mr.  Angove  first  found  employment  here  as  an 
engineer  in  Connecticut,  and  later  located  in 
Canada,  running  the  engine  at  a  grain  elevator 
in  Port  Sarnia,  across  from  Port  Huron,  Mich. 
After  some  illness  with  an  attack  of  fever  and 
ague  he  went  to  the  copper  mines  in  northern 
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Michigan,  where  he  remained  eight  years  em- 
ployed in  different  mines  of  that  region.  In 
the  year  1870  he  removed  to  Shaffer  Run,  Ven- 
ango Co.,  Pa.,  in  the  vicinity  of  Oil  City,  and 
during  the  next  ten  years  was  engaged  in 
pumping  oil  for  Captain  Hasson,  at  the  end  of 
that  period  locating  at  Oil  City  and  becoming 
stationary  engineer  at  the  Kramer  Wagon 
Works.  Here  he  was  employed  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  while  he  was  attending  to  his 
r^^lar  duties  at  the  works,  in  1909,  being 
caused  by  apoplexy.  He  was  seventy-seven 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Angove  had  been  a  member 
of  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  R,  of  Oil 
City,  for  thirty-nine  years,  and  his  religious 
connection  was  with  Trinity  M.  E.  Church. 
Politically  he  supported  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery. 

By  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Skelton,  a  native 
of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  Mr.  Angove  had 
the  following  children:  William  Henry; 
Annie,  who  died  when  seven  years  old  and  is 
buried  at  Reno,  this  county;  Joseph  Albert; 
Louis  Herbert ;  Cora  Louise ;  George  Augustus, 
and  Ernest  Orville.  The  mother  now  lives 
with  her  sons,  dividing  her  time  between  Her- 
bert, in  Galesburg,  111.,  and  Joseph,  in  Oil  City, 
Pa.  Her  father,  Joseph  Skelton,  was  born  m 
England,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  fol- 
lowing that  calling  until  obliged  to  give  up 
active  work  because  of  advanced  age.  When 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  he  located  at  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland,  later  moving  to  Walkerton, 
Ontario,  where  he  died  when  ninety-four  years 
old.  Originally  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  later  affiliating  with  the 
Methodist  denomination.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  by  his  first  wife,  Joanna  Jackman, 
had  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  By  the  second 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Moore,  there 
were  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Joseph  Albert  Angove  was  born  in  northern 
Michigan,  and  was  four  years  old  when  the 
family  came  to  Venango  county,  Pa.  He  at- 
tended school  principally  at  Shaffer  Run,  in 
Complanter  township,  also  having  a  term  at 
Reno,  this  county,  and  left  his  studies  when 
thirteen  years  old  to  enter  upon  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  machinist's  trade  in  the  employ  of 
Joseph  Reid,  at  Oil  City,  in  October,  1879. 
His  regular  course  in  mechanical  engineering 
was  pursued  some  time  after  he  had  acquired 
the  practical  end  of  the  business,  by  study 
under  the  direction  of  the  International  Cor- 
respondence Schools.  In  1883  Mr.  Angove 
was  sent  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  erect  dredging 
machinery,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  work- 
was  made  chief  engineer  of  dredge  for  the 
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Venango  Phosphate  Company.  In  the  spring 
of  1885  he  started  work  in  the  shops  of  the 
W.  C.  &  A.  Railroad  Company  at  Florence, 
S.  C,  as  general  machinist,  fitting  up  main 
driving  rods,  and  on  general  repairs  of  locomo- 
tives. After  a  year  in  that  employ  Mr.  Angove 
returned  to  Oil  City,  in  1886,  becoming  a  ma- 
chinist in  the  shops  of  the  National  Transit 
Company,  where  he  has  been  promoted  entirely 
on  his  own  merits.  In  1894  he  was  given 
charge  of  the  Erecting  floor,  and  his  various 
responsibilities  as  mechanical  engineer  are  a 
sufficient  indication  of  his  attainments.  He 
was  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  erect  a  pump  for 
the  Atlantic  Refining  Company,  and  upon  his 
return  was  given  charge  of  the  erecting  shop. 
In  1895  he  was  sent  to  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  to  erect 
a  large  engine  for  the  Bayonne  Refining  Com- 
pany. The  superintendent  of  the  shops,  John 
Kline,  recommended  him  to  the  Snow  Steam 
Pump  Works  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  erect  a  large 
pumping  engine  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  for  the 
Indianapolis  Water  Company.  Later  he 
erected  pumps  in  the  Ohio  Steel  Works  at 
Youngsfown,  Ohio ;  went  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
where  he  started  the  erection  of  a  vertical 
engine,  with  pump  pit  sixtyK)ne  feet  deep,  for 
the  city  of  Wheeling  waterworks ;  took  charge 
of  the  erection  of  three  thirty-five-million-gal- 
lon engines  at  the  Chestnut  Hill  pumping  sta- 
tion and  one  twenty-miUion-gallon  engine  at 
Spot  pond,  for  the  Metropolitan  Water  & 
Sewer  Board  of  Boston,  Mass.,  which  con- 
trolled all  the  waterworks  and  sewerage  within 
ten  miles  of  the  capital ;  erected  a  small  pump- 
ing engine  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  Cold  Spring 
pumping  station :  a  five-million-gallon  pumping 
engine  at  Bridgeton,  N.  J. ;  a  ten-million-gallon 
high  service  engine  at  the  Division  street 
pumping  station,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1901 :  and 
two  twenty-five-million-gallon  engines  on  the 
East  Side,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1902  and  part 
of  1903.  At  that  time  he  was  employed  by  the 
International  Steam  Pump  Company,  Snow- 
Hollv  Works,  of  Buffalo,  a  consolidation  of 
the  Snow  Steam  Pump  Works  with  other  in- 
terests. In  1903  he  started  the  erection  of 
two  high  service  engines  for  the  city  of  Alle- 
gheny, at  the  Montrose  pumping  station,  where 
he  was  engaged  until  1904.  Then  he  put  in  a 
seven-thousand-horsepower  pumpingr  engine 
for  the  Midvale  Steel  Company  at  Nicetown, 
Philadelphia,  for  their  armor  plate  press;  in 
1905  erected  three  fifty- four-hundred-horse- 
power gas  engines  at  San  Francisco  for  the 
California  Gas  &  Electric  Corporation,  being 
in  that  city  during  the  earthquake  of  April  18. 
1906:  in  1907  erected  a  thirty-four-hundred- 
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horsepower  gas  engine  at  Atlanta  for  the 
Georgia  Railway  &  Electric  Company ;  in  1908 
and  1909  erected  six  25,000,000-gallon  engines 
for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  Tacony,  Pa. 
In  1910  Mr.  Angove  again  became  associated 
with  the  National  Transit  Company  at  Oil  City 
as  inspector,  later  having  charge  of  the  power 
plant  for  a  short  time,  until  transferred  and 
made  superintendent  of  the  lower  shops.  The 
National  Transit  Company  built  machines  for 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  exclusively  until  its 
dissolution  in  191 1,  since  when  the  business  has 
been  continued  under  the  name  of  the  National 
Transit  Pump  &  Machine  Company,  and  now 
the  entire  plant  is  under  one  supervision,  with 
Mr.  Angove  as  assistant  general  superin- 
tendent, his  superior  being  J.  P.  Coffman,  gen- 
eral superintendent.  His  time  and  energies 
during  business  hours  are  devoted  entirely  to 
his  duties  at  the  plant.  Socially  his  principal 
interest  is  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
connection  he  belongs  to  Radiant  Star  Lodge, 
No.  606,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Philadelphia;  Ven- 
ango Lodge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth  degree, 
of  Oil  City;  and  Pennsylvania  Consistory, 
thirty-second  degree,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  of  Pitts- 
burgh. Politically  he  is  a  Republican  in  senti- 
ment, but  independent  about  giving  his  support 
to  worthy  men  and  measures.  His  religious 
connection  is  with  Trinity  M.  E.  Church. 

Mr.  Angove  married  Catherine  E.  Rossman, 
and  they  have  two  children :  Dortha  R.,  now 
living  at  home,  who  has  had  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages,  having  attended  school  at 
Boston  and  pursued  her  higher  studies  at  Alle- 
gheny College,  Meadville,  Pa. ;  and  Walter 
Sydney,  who  has  completed  the  course  at  the 
Kiskiminetas  Springs  School,  Saltsburg,  Pa., 
entered  the  i6th  Training  Battery,  Field  Artil- 
lery, Central  Officers'  Training  School  at 
Camp  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Henry  Rossman,  Mrs.  Angove's  father,  was 
born  in  Venango  county.  Pa.,  and  was  largely 
engaged  in  oil  production  in  this  vicinity  during 
his  active  years.  When  a  young  man  he  rafted 
oil  down  the  creek.  He  was  a  much  respected 
citizen  of  Cornplanter  township,  a  zealous 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  gave  a  piece 
of  land  from  his  farm  for  the  site  of  the  Ross- 
man schoolhouse  there ;  he  was  also  a  director 
of  the  Shaffer  Run  school.  Politically  he  was 
a  Democrat,  in  religion  a  Methodist.  He  is 
buried  in  Lamy's  cemetery  in  Oakland  town- 
ship. By  his  marriage  to  Mary  Jane  Frank, 
who  was  bom  east  of  the  mountains,  he  had 
two  children :  Catherine  E.,  Mrs.  Angove ;  and 
Stella,  wife  of  Frank  Collins,  of  Long  Branch, 
New  Jersey. 


LEO  LLEWELLYN  WESTLAKE  settled 
with  his  parents  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies 
in  boyhood,  the  family  moving  to  Irwin  town- 
ship from  the  adjoining  region  in  Mercer 
county,  where  it  has  been  established  for  sev- 
eral generations.  It  was  Mr.  Westlake's 
great-grandfather  who  founded  the  family  in 
this  country,  coming  from  Europe  and  settling 
in  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  in  the  pioneer  period. 
The  family  experienced  the  usual  deprivations 
of  life  in  an  unsettled  region,  but  they  were 
hardy  and  self-reliant,  and  their  industry 
brought  them  independence. 

George  Westlake,  the  grandfather  of  Leo  L. 
Westlake,  passed  his  life  at  the  old  home  in 
Mercer  county,  where  he  is  buried,  his  death 
occurring  Dec.  29,  1881,  at  the  age  of  eig^hty 
years,  eleven  months,  twenty-two  days.  He 
lived  to  see  this  section  transformed  from  its 
primitive  state  to  modern  conditions,  which  he 
no  doubt  appreciated  fully,  for  in  his  boyhood 
he  had  ridden  horseback  as  far  as  Pittsbui^h, 
a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  for  the  groceries  and 
other  supplies  which  the  family  could  not  pro- 
duce on  the  farm.  They  raised  their  own  flax, 
and  Hved  as  well  as  other  thrifty  farming 
people,  but  hard  work  was  the  rule,  with  only 
meager  returns,  as  compared  with  the  present. 
George  Westlake's  wife,  Fanny  (Parker),  died 
Oct.  6,  1876,  aged  seventy-two  years,  six 
months,  eighteen  days.  Of  their  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  Dr.  Ephraim  Westlake  was  one 
of  the  first  students  at  Grove  City  Collie, 
practiced  medicine  at  Cherrytree,  Venango 
county,  and  died  at  Titusville,  Pa.  Another, 
Dr.  George  Westlake,  practiced  in  this  coun- 
ty for  a  few  years,  and  then  went  out  to  Red 
Bluflf,  Cal.,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Walter  Westlake  died  when  a  young  man. 
Burroughs  Westlake  lived  and  died  cm  the  old 
farm,  where  his  widow  still  resides.  William 
Parker  is  mentioned  below.  The  daughters 
were  Amanda,  Rebecca,  Fannie,  Jemima  and 
Nancy. 

William  Parker  Westlake,  son  of  George  and 
Fanny  (Parker)  Westlake.  was  born  April  16, 
1838,  in  Worth  township,  Mercer  county,  near 
Millbrook,  and  was  reared  there,  having  such 
educational  advantages  as  the  local  schools  pro- 
vided. He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
never  gave  it  up  entirely,  continuing  to  take 
contracts  even  after  he  made  farming  the  prin- 
cipal business  of  his  life.  He  obtained  part  of 
the  home  farm,  and  lived  there  until  he  sold 
it  and  removed  in  1887  to  Irwin  township,  Ven- 
ango county,  where  he  settled  on  the  tract  of 
two  hundred  acres  near  Bullion  known  as  the 
old  Hanberry  Jones  farm,  and  that  year  fin- 
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ished  the  construction  of  the  house,  then  in 
process  of  erection.  The  bam  had  been  built 
in  1883.  The  buildings  are  located  near  the 
center  of  the  farm,  which  lies  two  and  three 
quarters  miles  east  of  the  Pittsburgh  &  Frank- 
lin pike,  being  fourteen  and  a  half  miles  south- 
west of  Franklin.  Under  the  ownership  of 
William  P.  Westlake  the  timber  was  cut  off 
and  the  oil  development  on  the  property  com- 
menced, under  lease,  and  it  has  gone  on  with- 
out interruption  to  the  present,  there  being  now 
forty-two  producing  wells  on  the  place,  with 
average  yield.  He  was  an  enterprising  man, 
and  took  an  interest  in  all  thinp^s  affecting  his 
fellow  men,  but  he  never  held  any  official  po- 
sition. His  life  motto  was  "do  your  work, 
then  play,"  and  he  lived  up  to  it.  He  was 
temperate  in  all  respects,  and  was  universally 
respected  for  his  exemplary  character.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  Prohibitionists  in  his 
locality,  supporting  the  party  ticket  when  very 
few  men  in  the  township  voted  that  way. 

On  May  8,  1862,  Mr.  Westlake  married 
Margaret  Jane  Young,  who  was  born  May  6, 
1844,  in  Worth  township,  Mercer  county;  her 
grandmother  came  to  this  country  from 
Europe.  Mrs.  Westlake  died  March  21,  191 1, 
on  the  farm,  and  Mr.  Westlake  died  at  Oil 
City  Aug.  19-20,  1912,  a  few  months  after  his 
removal  from  the  old  place.  They  are  buried 
at  Oil  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westlake  were 
members  of  Pleasant  View  M.  E.  Church,  two 
miles  from  their  home.  In  their  earlier  years 
they  had  been  Wesleyan  Methodists.  Of  their 
children,  (i)  Frank  L.,  the  first  to  reach  ma- 
turity, is  now  a  carpenter  in  Franklin,  Pa. ;  his 
children  are  Eva  (Mrs.  Hutchinson),  Gerald 
(serving  in  the  United  States  army  with  the 
Rainbow  Division,  and  wounded  m  action), 
Floy  (married),  Vogan  and  Erma  (Mrs.  Zim- 
merman). (2)  Mary  Rowena,  wife  of  Dr.  E. 
L.  Dickey,  lives  at  No.  215  Lincoln  street.  Oil 
City.  (3)  Walter  Lavan,  of  Lakewood  (Cleve- 
land), Ohio,  is  engaged  in  production  in  the 
oil  fields  there  r  he  married  Winifred  I. 
Dishong,  and  they  have  three  living  children, . 
Margaret  Belle,  Geraldine  and  D.  Leroy. 
(4)  George  H.,  of  Irvine,  Ky.,  is  engaged  as 
a  producer  and  superintendent  in  the  oil  fields 
in  that  section ;  he  has  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren living,  of  whom  Edgar  G.,  the  eldest,  now 
twenty-one  years  old,  was  wounded  July  19, 
1918.  in  action  at  the  battle  of  Soissons;  Wil- 
lard  is  married  and  living  at  Kittanning,  Pa. : 
Floyd  E.,  aged  eighteen  years,  enlisted  April 
t6,  19 18,  in  the  Heavy  Artillery  and  is  now  in 
France.  The  rest  are  living  at  home.  (5)  Leo 
Llewellyn  completes  the  family. 


Dr.  E.  L.  Dickey  has  been  engaged 
throughout  his  active  years  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  this  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  formerly  located  at  Coopers- 
town,  Venango  county,  having  been  a  partner 
of  Dr.  John  K.  Crawford  in  1894,  was  later 
for  two  years  at  Millbrook,  Mercer  county, 
and  moved  thence  to  St.  Petersburg,  Clarion 
county,  where  he  succeeded  Dr.  Wireback  in 
practice.  In  May,  191 1,  he  removed  to  Oil 
City,  where  he  continued  his  professional  la- 
bors until  his  enlistment,  Sept.  28,  191 7,  in 
the  United  States  army,  being  now  stationed 
at  Fort  Thomas,  Ky.,  as  a  tnember  of  the 
Medical  Reserve.  He  held  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant  until  promoted,  Feb.  12,  1918,  to  a 
captaincy,  and  attained  the  rank  of  major  in 
October,  1918.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dickey  have  two 
sons,  Howard  C.  and  Harold  Westlake,  the  lat- 
ter a  student  of  Allegheny  College,  but  now 
in  the  U.  S.  N.  A.  R.,  having  enlisted  in  the 
navy  in  February,  1918,  and  entered  the  Naval 
Auxiliary  Reserve  forces  Aug.  19,  1918.  How- 
ard C.  Dickey  attended  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Allegheny  College,  being  at  the 
latter  institution  when  he  joined  the  United 
States  army,  with  which  he  is  now  serving  as 
a  second  lieutenant  in  the  112th  Infantry.  He 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  National  Guard, 
saw  service  as  a  private  on  the  Mexican  border, 
and  when  called  to  serve  in  July,  191 7,  was 
made  corporal  at  Camp  Hancock,  acting  in 
turn  as  battalion  sergeant  and  sergeant  major 
before  receiving  his  commission. 

Leo  L.  Westlake  was  born  Sept.  22,  1875, 
in  Worth  township,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  con- 
tinuing it  in  Irwin  township. -^ere  he  was 
reared  and  trained  for  his  life  vira-k,  farming, 
and  he  has  devoted  practically  all  his  attention 
to  this  line,  having  remained  with  his  parents 
and  assisted  his  father  as  long  as  the  latter 
was  able  to  engage  in  active  labor.  Before  his 
father's  death  he  bought  the  property,  the  will 
providing  for  settlement  with  the  other  heirs, 
and  he  has  cultivated  it  in  general  crops,  with 
which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  has 
also  gone  into  sheep  raising,  having  started  a 
herd  of  delaine  sheep,  a  variety  of  merinos, 
which  promises  to  pay  well.  Mr.  Westlake  has 
been  contented  to  look  after  his  own  affairs, 
not  taking  any  part  in  public  matters,  though 
he  has  the  interest  of  a  public-spirited  citizen 
in  their  proper  management. 

On  May  4,  191 1,  Mr.  Westlake  was  married 
to  Nancy  Irene  Jones,  a  native  of  Richland 
township.  Clarion  Co..  Pa.,  born  May  5,  1889. 
Three  children  were  bom  to  this  marriage, 
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twin  sons  dying  when  six  months  old ;  Llewel- 
lyn Paul,  the  surviving  child,  was  born  Oct. 
20,  1914,  and  since  Mrs.  West  lake's  death, 
April  29,  1915,  has  been  cared  for  by  his  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Jones,  of  Jones  Comers,  Clarion  county.  Mrs. 
Westlake  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  from  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

ROBERT  WILLIAM  BILLINGSLEY  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  progressive  agricul- 
turists in  French  Creek  township,  his  home 
four  miles  northwest  of  the  borough  of  Polk 
being  desirably  situated  on  North  Sandy  creek 
and  operated  in  accordance  with  modem 
methods.  As  the  property  was  in  a  primitive 
condition  when  he  settled  there  forty  years 
ago,  its  present  state  is  unquestionable  evi- 
dence of  his  industry  and  good  management, 
no  less  than  the  thrifty  ideas  which  have  gov- 
erned both.  Mr.  BilHngsley  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  but  he  was  only  one  and  a  half  years  old 
when  his  parents  settled  in  French  Creek  town- 
ship, Venango  county,  and  he  has  lived  along 
the  North  Sandy  ever  since. 

Alexander  S.  Billingsley,  father  of  Robert 
William  Billingsley,  was  a  native  of  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  born  June  29,  1822,  and  was 
four  years  old  when  brought  to  this  country. 
His  boyhood  was  spent  in  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  after  leaving  the  latter 
place  he  resided  a  few  years  in  Butler  county. 
Pa.,  and  a  few  years  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  before  coming  to  Venango  county  to  find 
cheap  land.  Settling  on  the  North  Sandy 
creek,  in  French  Creek  township,  he  acquired 
a  tract  of  new  land,  comprising  106  acres,  and 
succeeded  in  putting  about  seventy  acres  under 
cultivation.  Besides  looking  after  his  agricul- 
tural work  he  was  engaged  as  a  teamster  in 
the  oil  regions,  while  the  production  was  at  its 
height,  and  he  did  well  in  all  his  ventures,  his 
farm  becoming  the  best  in  the  vicinity.  It  is 
still  owned  by  his  youngest  son,  Theo.  F.  Bil- 
lingsley. The  present  house  was  built  in  1869, 
the  bam  in  1872,  and  practically  all  the  other 
improvements  were  made  by  Alexander 
Billingsley  also.  He  kept  good  stock,  and 
maintained  his  property  in  first-class  order  in 
every  respect.  He  was  a  man  of  vigorous 
mental  as  well  as  physical  makeup,  and  took  a 
keen  interest  in  all  local  affairs,  though  he  held 
no  office  except  that  of  school  director.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  local  elec- 
tions, serving  on  the  election  board.  With  his 
family  he  attended  the  Polk  Presbyterian 
Church,  four  miles  distant  from  his  home,  and 


served  as  one  of  the  elders  of  that  congrega- 
tion. During  the  Civil  war  he  was  enrolled  in 
the  Union  service,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  F,  199th  Pennsylvania  R^ment, 
Sept.  12,  1864,  and  receiving  his  discharge 
June  28,  1865.  His  command  was  attached  to 
the  1st  Brigade,  ist  Division,  24th  Army  Corps, 
and  took  part  in  the  actions  at  Petersburg  and 
Appomattox,  making  the  charge  on  Fort  5r^g 
while  at  Petersburg.  Mr.  Billingsley  was  never 
wounded  or  captured. 

On  Sept.  2,  1846,  Mr.  Billingsley  was  mar- 
ried, at  Island,  Allegheny  Co.,  Pa.,  to  Catherine 
Barber,  who  was  bom  Feb.  10,  1818,  in  Co- 
lumbiana county,  Ohio,  and  died  April  2,  1891. 
His  death  occurred  April  13,  1898.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Agnes  M.,  bom  in 
Butler  county  Sept.  9,  1847,  ^^  the  widoAv  of 
Ad.  Kunkle,  of  Franklin;  James  Alexander, 
born  in  Febmary,  1849,  in  Mercer  county,  was 
a  merchant  in  Polk  and  Franklin,  and  died 
May  5,  1913;  Elizabeth  Jane,  bom  April  5, 
185 1,  in  Butler  county,  married  Preston  Ohier, 
a  farmer,  and  lives  in  French  Creek  township ; 
Robert  William  is  next  in  the  family;  John 
Daniel,  bom  Oct.  8,  1855,  lives  at  Detroit  and 
is  employed  in  the  Ford  factory;  Samuel  M.. 
born  ^  Aug.  18,  1857,  was  drowned  in  French 
creek,  at  Franklin,  June  11,  1880;  Theodore 
Fleury,  bom  Aug.  3,  i860,  lives  in  Los  Angeles, 
California. 

Robert  William  Billingsley  was  bom  Jan.  3. 
1853,  '"  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  He  was 
reared  in  French  Creek  township,  remaining  on 
the  homestead  farm  until  six  months  after  he 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  started  to  make 
a  farm  for  himself  at  his  present  locaticm, 
which  was  in  the  woods  when  he  settled  upon 
it.  His  first  equipment  consisted  of  a  horse 
and  an  axe,  but  it  was  evidently  sufficient,  for 
he  has  converted  his  land  into  a  fine  property. 
Mr.  Billingsley's  plan  has  been  to  concentrate 
his  energies  on  doing  a  few  things  well,  and  he 
has  put  only  part  of  his  land  under  cultivation, 
having  forty  of  the  seventy-five  acres  cleared 
and  in-  profitable  shape.  He  makes  the  most  of 
his  acreage,  keeping  up  the  soil  to  its  maximum 
production  by  liming  and  the  use  of  fertilizers, 
and  he  has  spent  some  time  in  ditching  with 
Sfood  results.  In  addition  to  general  farming 
he  has  paid  special  attention  to  dairying,  hav- 
ing for  five  years  supplied  milk  to  the  State 
Institution  at  Polk,  during  that  time  keeping 
twenty-two  cows.  Now  he  has  mostly  young 
stock,  several  valuable  Jersey  cows,  and  he 
also  has  some  good  horses.  His  barn  was  built 
in  1886.  an  excellent  residence  in  1895.  and  the 
other   improvements   on    the   place    are   cor- 
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respondingly  substantial.  Mr.  Billingsley  has 
not  taken  any  part  in  public  affairs,  giving  all 
his  time  to  his  farm. 

On  Dec.  i6,  1880,  Mr.  Billingsley  married 
Matilda  Maloney,  daughter  of  Isaac  Maloney, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He 
was  a  well-to-do  land  owner  in  French  Creek 
township,  having  two  farms,  one  for  each  of 
his  daughters,  Mrs.  Billingsley  inheriting  the 
old  McElhaney  farm  of  some  160  acres,  near' 
the  Maloney  farm,  and  having  a  tenant  on  that 
place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billingsley  have  three 
children :  Edith  A.  C,  born  Aug.  12,  1882,  is 
the  wife  of  Alvin  Reichard,  of  Greenville,  Pa., 
an  employe  in  the  Bessemer  shops;  they  have 
six  children,  Ralph  Milton,  Pressley  L.,  Mary 
Viola,  Frieda  Matilda,  Wilbert  Alvin  and 
William  Oliver.  Lawrence  Isaac,  born  Jan. 
17,  1885,  is  in  Mercer  county;  he  married 
Lizzie  Henderson  and  has  two  children, 
Gladys  Bonneda  and  Luwease  M.  Robert 
Ocus,  born  Aug.  i,  1888,  is  living  in  French 
Creek  township ;  he  married  Ethel  McCormick, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Jane  O.  Mr.  Bil- 
lingsley was  able  to  give  each  of  his  family  a 
substantial  gift  in  money  besides  the  furnish- 
ing of  a  house  to  start  life,  and  his  children 
have  greatly  appreciated  his  care  and  fore- 
thought. He  and  his  wife  are  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  Polk  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he 
serves  as  trustee.    Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 

CHARLES  C.  SNYDER,  city  assessor  of 
Oil  City,  has  added  much  by  his  able  official 
services  to  a  reputation  well  established  in 
business  activities  covering  several  decades. 
As  a  plastering  contractor  he  followed  the 
calling  for  thirty-five  years  very  successfully, 
becoming  well  known  among  builders  in  this 
section  and  doing  his  share  of  the  important 
work  under  way  throughout  that  time.  Nine 
years  ago  he  was  elected  city  assessor,  and 
has  filled  that  position  without  interruption 
since,  having  proved  himself  well  adapted  to 
its  duties  both  as  a  competent  judge  of  local 
property  values  and  a  citizen  whose  high 
standards  regarding  his  responsibilities  have 
been  practically  demonstrated  in  their  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  born  Dec.  11,  1854,  on  the 
Beele  farm,  situated  in  Qarion  county  on  the 
Venango  county  line,  near  Mariasville,  a  small 
town  in  Richland  township,  this  (C^ounty.  His 
father,  William  Snyder,  was  born  in  1813, 
and  spent  his  childhood  in  Qarion  and  Craw- 
ford counties,  Pa.,  acquiring  the  ordinary  ed- 
ucation allowed  to  the  youth  of  the  day  and 
learning  the  trade  of  cooper.    For  some  time 


he  lived  on  the  farm  in  Qarion  county  where 
his  son  Charles  was  born,  later  moving  to 
Tionesta,  Forest  county,  where  he  was  en-» 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shingles.  He 
removed  thence  to  Venango  county,  and  sub- 
sequently located  at  Oil  City,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  getting  the  first  berth  in  the 
Oil  City  Barrel  Factory,  which  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Oil  City  ball  groiuids.  He 
died  in  Oil  City  in  1874,  aged  sixty-one  years, 
and  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery,  where 
his  wife  Lydia  (Hufe)  also  rests.  She  was 
bom  in  1819  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Mr.  Snyder 
was  a  very  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  serving  as  class  leader  and  further- 
ing all  its  enterprises,  and  he  was  a  Republican 
in  political  opinion.  Ten  children  were  bom 
to  William  and  Lydia  (Hufe)  Snyder,  Sarah 
E.,  wife  of  D.  K.  Hawk;  Ellen,  who  was  the 
wife  of  John  Crownoble ;  Nelson  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Troch;  Matilda,  wife  of  William 
Stranford;  Jennie,  wife  of  Frank  Vieyra; 
Charles  C. ;  John  W.,  who  married  Sadie 
Jones ;  Daniel  H.,  deceased ;  and  two  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Charles  C.  Snyder  lived  on  the  farm  until 
eight  years  old,  meantime  attending  a  term  at 
Dr.  George  A.  Knight's  Convers  Comers 
schoolhouse.  The  family  then  moved  to  the 
south  side  of  Oil  City,  where  he  attended  the 
only  school  at  that  time  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  the  Red  schoolhouse  at  Pinoak 
taught  in  his  day  by  J.  B.  Smithman.  Later 
he  was  a  pupil  at  Lee's  Hall  on  West  Front 
street,  where  he  had  J.  D.  Ross  for  a  teacher, 
and  he  also  attended  a  school  on  the  present 
site  of  the  Junior  high  school,  afterward  study- 
ing for  one  term  at  the  Reidsburg  Academy  in 
Qarion  county.  He  was  seventeen  years  old 
when  he  left  school  and  began  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  trade  of  plasterer  with  George  T. 
Christie,  and  after  getting  the  necessary  ex- 
perience in  a  few  years'  work  as  joumeyman 
he  entered  business  on  his  own  account,  build- 
ing up  a  patronage  large  enough  to  keep  five 
or  six  men  busy  all  the  time.  Besides  dwell- 
ings too  numerous  to  mention,  he  did  plaster- 
ing on  the  Central  school  building,  the  high 
school  building,  and  (in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  John  Wagner)  the  block  lo- 
cated on  Center,  Sycamore  and  Elm  streets. 
His  work  always  compared  favorably  with  the 
best  in  the  city,  and  his  long-continued  popu- 
larity was  sufficient  to  show  how  well  it  en- 
dured. Since  his  election  as  city  assessor  Mr. 
Snyder  has  devoted  practically  all  his  time 
to  the  duties  of  that  position,  in  which  he 
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has  given  eminent  satisfaction.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  been  a  good  party  worker 
in  the  locality.  Like  his  father  he  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination, 
holding  membership  in  Grace  Church,  and  his 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Latonia  Lodge, 
No.  1018,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  and  the  Modem  Wood- 
men at  Oil  City. 

Mr.  Snyder  married  Josephine  Wagner, 
who  was  bom  Oct.  17, 1855,  daughter  of  CSiris- 
tian  Wagner,  fully  mentioned  in  this  work  in 
the  record  of  his  son,  John  Wagner.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Snyder  have  had  a  family  of  four 
children,  namely:  Charles  E.,  who  is  married 
to  Helena  Jackson  and  has  one  child,  June  G. ; 
William  J.,  who  married  Arline  Dennis;  Jo- 
sephine Irene ;  and  Catherine  E.,  who  died  when 
three  years  old.  The  family  home  is  at  No. 
1 1  s  West  Fourth  street. 

F.  J.  HUNTSMAN,  now  established  in 
business  at  Rocky  Grove,  became  a  resident  of 
Franklin  some  eight'  years  ago  and  has  become 
thoroughly  identified  with  local  affairs,  show- 
ing his  interest  in  the  general  welfare  by  prac- 
tical participation  in  measures  for  its  advance- 
ment. Mrs.  Huntsman  has  also  been  an  en- 
ergetic, enthusiastic  worker  along  the  same 
lines,  both  being  particularly  devoted  to  the 
well-being  of  the  young  people  of  the  commu- 
nity, with  whom  their  activities  bring  them  into 
touch. 

Mr.  Huntsman  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
Aug.  16,  1880,  in  Harrison  county,  and  spent 
practically  all  his  life  there  until  his  removal 
to  Franklin.  After  receiving  an  excellent  edu- 
cation he  entered  business  life,  became  a  suc- 
cessful commercial  salesman,  and  for  eighteen 
years  traveled  for  one  wholesale  grocery  house 
of  Dayton,  Ohio.  About  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage he  came  to  Franklin  to  live,  and  within 
the  past  year  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Rocky  Grove,  a  residence  section 
lying  opposite  the  city  of  Franklin,  in  Sugar- 
creek  township.  He  has  returned  to  his  old 
line,  the  grocery  trade,  and  his  extensive  ex- 
perience gives  every  promise/  that  he  will  do 
well. 

On  Dec.  28,  1909,  Mr.  Huntsman  was  mar- 
ried to  Maud  Grau,  daughter  of  Rev.  G.  M. 
Grau,  D.  D.,  a  Lutheran  minister  in  Ohio ;  her 
mother  was  highly  educated  in  both  English 
and  German,  and  for  some  years  taught  Ger- 
man in  high  school  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Huntsman  is  a  graduate  of  Ohio  State  Univer- 
sity, Columbus,  Ohio,  and  since  before  her 
marriage  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Franklin 
high  school,  being  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment of  domestic  science  and  household  eco- 


nomics. Her  teaching  has  had  marked  results, 
the  department  under  her  care  having  won 
the  highest  encomiums  of  educators  and  of  all 
interested  in  its  success,  comparing  most  favor- 
ably with  similar  enterprises,  in  other  schools. 
Mrs.  Huntsman  has  broad  views  of  life  and 
work,  and  her  pupils  all  feel  the  vitalizing  in- 
fluences of  her  spirit,  catching  her  interest  and 
enthusiasm  and  carrying  it  into  their  under- 
takings. She  endeavors  to  inspire  them  to  take 
their  ideas  beyond  the  schoolroom  and  apply 
them  practically  to  the  proWems  of  household 
management,  and  her  methods  have  met  with 
such  approval  among  the  older  generation  that 
the  ladies  of  the  city  have  called  upon  her  to 
conduct  special  classes  for  club  members.  All 
educational  projects  appeal  to  Mrs.  Hunts- 
man, and  she  keeps  in  touch  with  them  through 
her  membership  in  nearly  all  the  local  teachers' 
associations,  including  the  manual  training  as- 
sociation. Her  activities  have  all  centered 
about  her  professional  work,  and  Mr.  Hunts- 
man has  manifested  his  interest  in  practically 
the  same  field  by  his  labors  in  the  Presbyterian 
Sunday  school  at  Rocky  Grove,  of  which  he  is 
now  superintendent.  He  is  a  Mason  in  fra- 
ternal connection,  and  Mrs.  Huntsman  is  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  but 
not  specially  active  in  the  work.  They  have  no 
children. 

REV.  JAMES  FRANCIS  FIELDING, 
priest  in  charge  of  St.  Stephen's  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  in  Oil  City,  has  been  stationed 
there  since  1904,  and  the  present  handsome 
church  has  been  erected  during  his  incum- 
bency, throughout  which  the  affairs  of  the 
parish  have  been  in  flourishing  condition. 

Father  Fielding  was  born  Oct.  4,  1868,  at 
Leicester,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  and  was 
about  a  year  and  a  half  old  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Qinton,  Mass.,  where  he  was  reared, 
acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools.  After  graduation  from  the  Clinton 
high  school  he  took  a  preparatory  course  in 
St.  Charles  College,  at  EUicott  City,  Md., 
following  with  the  theological  course  in 
St.  Mary's  Seminary,  on  North  Paca  street, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  advanced  studies  in  Bona- 
ventura  Seminary,  at  Allegany,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1895.  He  was  ordained 
priest  by  Bishop  Mullin,  of  Erie,  on  March 
24,  1895,  and  was  at  once  sent  to  St.  Wal- 
burger's  German  Catholic  Church  at  Titus- 
ville.  Pa.,  to  serve  in  place  of  Father  Nau,  who 
went  to  visit  his  parents  in  Germany.  After 
three  months  there  he  was  appointed  pastor 
of  St.  Mary's  Church,  in  Genesee  township, 
Potter  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  exactly 
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one  year,  from  July  7,  1895,  to  July  7,  1896. 
His  next  charge  was  at  St.  Peter's  Cathe- 
dral, Erie,  Pa.,  whence  after  a  year  and  & 
half  of  service  he  was  sent  to  St.  Theresa's 
Church  in  Union  City,  Pa.,  coming  from  there 
to  Oil  City  May  15,  1904.  He  has  since  been 
pastor  of  St.  Stephen's  Church,  having  suc- 
ceeded Father  Link,  the  founder  and  first 
priest  of  the  parish,  which  was  organized  in 
the  fall  of  1898.  The  location  is  on  the  south 
side  of  Oil  City,  the  parish  house  being  at 
No.  loi  East  Front  street,  and  the  church 
property  is  now  valued  at  about  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars — a  very  fine  showing  for 
twenty  years  of  existence  and  largely  the 
result  of  Father  Fielding's  constructive  plans. 
In  the  fall  of  1905  the  erection  of  the  beauti- 
ful church  was  commenced,  the  foimdation 
being  started  Oct.  4th  and  allowed  to  stand 
over  winter  to  test  it  for  possible  defects  be- 
fore proceeding  with  the  upper  part  of  the 
structure.  In  July,  1906,  the  work  of  build- 
ing was  resumed  in  earnest,  and  the  church 
was  dedicated  the  Sunday  before  Christmas, 
1907,  a  handsome  addition  to  the  substantial 
architecture  of  which  Oil  City  has  every 
reason  to  be  proud.  It  was  planned  by  Archi- 
tect Ginther,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  the  contractors 
being  the  Schmeller  Construction  Company, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while  Albert  Pickett, 
practical  bricklayer,  acted  as  superintendent 
of  construction  for  the  congregation.  It  is 
a  handsome  edifice  of  Berea  stone,  modern  in 
every  respect  and  fully  equipped  throughout, 
with  ample  accommodations  for  the  fifteen 
hundred  souls  now  comprised  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Stephen's. 

Father  Fielding  has  the  sympathetic  nature 
which  enables  him  to  enter  into  all  the  con- 
cerns of  his  people  sincerely  and  heartily,  and 
being  an  able  speaker  has  the  gift  of  making 
them  feel  his  close  touch  with  their  everyday 
interests.  He  has  participated  in  various 
local  movements  of  vital  importance  to  the 
general  welfare,  and  has  been  particularly 
active  in  helping  the  work  of  the  Children's 
Playground  Association  of  Oil  City.  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  a  baseball  enthusiast, 
playing  semi-professional  ball  with  some  of 
the  best  teams  in  the  New  England  States, 
and  his  interest  in  athletic  sports  has  never 
waned.  He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  fra- 
ternal work,  affiliating  with  Oil  City  Council, 
No.  385,  Knights  of  Columbus;  Union  City 
Branch,  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Association; 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  at 
Union   City    (served  two  two-year  terms  as 


State  chaplain  of  that  or^nization)  :  and  Oil 
City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

ISAAC  ANDERSON,  a  highly  respected 
and  substantial  citizen  of  Rouseville,  where 
he  has  been  prosperously  engaged  in  oil  pro- 
duction for  almost  forty  years  on  the  same 
property,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  bom  June  13, 
185 1.  His  father,  Andrew  Anderson,  lived 
and  died  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Anderson  attended  public  school  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  where  he  remained  until  he 
came  to  America,  in  October,  1869.  Arriving 
at  Castle  Garden,  New  York  City,  he  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  Driftwood,  Cameron  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  soon  found  employment  at  rail- 
road work,  being  so  engaged  at  Dents  Run, 
across  the  line  in  Elk  county,  and  remaining 
in  that  section  about  nine  months.  Thence  he 
came  to  Oil  City,  Venango  county,  where  he 
made  a  short  stay,  meanwhile  occupied  in  rail- 
road work  between  that  point  and  Rouseville, 
where  he  eventually  located.  Here  he  acquired 
his  first  experience  in  the  oil  business  as 
pumper  with  Captain  Bowen,  looking  after 
one  well,  later  pumping  two  wells  for  Isaac 
Gibson.  This  was  followed  by  a  year's  work 
in  a  refinery  at  Titusville,  Pa.,  from  which 
place  he  changed  to  the  Miller  Farm  in  Ve- 
nango county,  where  he  also  did  refinery  work 
for  a  time.  During  the  next  six  years,  how- 
ever, he  was  employed  at  the  coal  mines  at 
Harrisville,  Butler  Co..  Pa.,  returning  from 
that  place  to  Rouseville  in  1879.  Here  he 
purchased  the  John  Cowels  oil  lease,  in  the 
operation  of  which  property  he  has  since  been 
engaged,  having  continued  its  development 
systematicaHy.  He  has  drilled  about  forty 
wells  on  the  place,  and  by  methodical  indus- 
try and  good  judgment  in  the  management  of 
his  activities  has  made  operations  pay.  Per- 
sonally he  is  esteemed  as  a  man  of  solid  worth, 
absolutely  reliable  in  either  business  trans- 
actions or  an^  of  the  other  relations  of  life,  a 
desirable  citizen  in  every  respect. 

On  April  9,  1875,  Mr.  Anderson  was  mar- 
ried to  Carolina  Johnson,  who  was  bom  in 
Sweden,  daughter  of  John  Samuel  Johnson, 
and  was  eighteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
arrival  in  America.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson:  Julia,  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Wynne,  and  living  at 
Minneapolis.  Minn. ;  Lillian  K.,  wife  of 
William  R.  Daugherty,  of  Oil  City,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  Emma,  wife  of 
Dr.  Andrew  J.  Sherwood,  of  Union  City, 
Pennsylvania. 
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WILLIAM  HARVEY  HUGHES,  a  well-to- 
do  land  owner  and  oil  operator  in  Cranberry 
township  and  for  a  number  of  years  active 
in  official  circles,  belongs  to  the  respected  fam- 
ily founded  here  by  James  Hughes  more  than 
a  hundred  years  ago.  An  account  of  the 
early  generations  appears  in  the  sketch  of 
Peter  T.  Hughes,  brother  of  William  H. 
Hughes. 

William  Harvey  Hughes  was  born  Jan.  i8, 
1847,  '^  Cranberry  township,  son  of  Roland 
Hughes,  and  remained  at  home  until  his 
twenty-second  year.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmers'  sons 
in  his  youth,  but  he  had  more  ambition  than 
the  average,  and  did  not  make  lack  of  oppor- 
tunity any  excuse  for  early  deficiencies  of 
education  in  the  way  of  mental  training. 
When  but  thirteen  years  old  he  assisted  in 
drilling  an  oil  well  with  Jamfes  Hazlett,  from 
Butler  county,  by  the  old  spring  pole  method. 
Having  thus  earned  some  money  he  bought 
schoolbooks,  and  attended  school  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  winter  time,  his  father  needing 
his  help  on  the  farm  in  summer.  He  ad- 
vanced sufficiently  to  become  a  teacher,  and 
followed  the  profession  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship in  1868-69.  When  he  left  home  he  em- 
barked in  the  oil  refining  business  at  Frank- 
lin in  company  with  Owen  Lyons,  with  whom 
he  continued  in  this  association  for  a  period 
of  six  years.  In  1875  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner  and  returned  to  Cranberry  town- 
ship, where  he  invested  in  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  at  Victory,  a  finely  located  tract,  upon 
which  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil.  By  intelligent  management 
and  persistent  application  Mr.  Hughes  has 
prospered  steadily,  making  a  substantial  place 
for  himself  in  the  community,  where  his  reli- 
able qualities  have  long  been  reco|^ized  and 
properly  valued.  His  fellow  citizens  have 
shown  their  appreciation  of  his  public  spirit 
and  ability  by  electing  him  to  office,  his  most 
important  services  having  been  rendered  in 
the  capacity  of  county  auditor,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  was  elected  in  187 1,  assuming  its  duties 
in  1872  and  holding  it  for  one  term.  For 
twelve  years  he  served  the  township  as  school 
director.  In  politics  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party. 

On  April  17,  1873,  Mr.  Hughes  married 
Florence  Mays,  daughter  of  Henry  and  La- 
vina  (Karns)  Mays  and  sister  of  the  late  Maj. 
W.  B.  Mays,  for  whom  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at 
Franklin  was  named.  Five  children  were 
bom  to  this  union,  namely:  Benton  died  in 
infancy;  Lovina  Maud  is  the  wife  of  D.  M. 


Popleton,  and  they  reside  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind. ;  Mont  D'  Artois  is  deceased ;  Audley  W., 
now  engaged  as  a  drilling  contractor,  married 
Bertha  Alice  Ross,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Mamie  (Shoup)  Ross,  and  they  live  with 
his  father;  Mabel,  who  died  when  eight  years 
old,  had  even  at  that  early  age  become  quite 
famous  as  a  checker  player.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  Oct.  15,  1918.  With  his  wife 
Mr.  Hughes  made  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances in  the  course  of  their  long  residence  in 
Cranberry  township,  formin^^  many  del^tful 
friendships  which  made  their  social  activities 
most  enjoyable.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  in 
fraternal  connection  and  was  formerly  very 
active  in  the  Order,  having  held  all  the  offices 
in  Jiis  lodge  and  promoted  its  welfare  in  every 
possible  way. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  STRAUB,  of  Rouse- 
ville,  has  been  engaged  in  the  oil  industry 
throughout  his  business  career,  most  of  the 
time  in  Venaneo  county,  where  he  has 
recently  acquired  considerable  fame  as  the 
first  to  reopen  operations  in  the  Pioneer  field, 
now  considered  one  of  the  promising  sections 
of  the  local  territory. 

Mr.  Straub  is  a  son  of  Augustus  Bernard 
Straub,  of  Rouseville,  now  living  retired,  who 
was  one  of  the  prosperous  operators  in  this 
region  during  his  active  years.  He  is  fully 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  John 
William  Straub  was  born  April  14,  1876,  on 
the  Rynd  Farm  in  Complanter  township,  Ve- 
nango county,  and  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  vicinity  and  Rouse- 
ville. where  the  family  home  was  estaWished 
in  1890.  His  early  experience  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness was  acquired  in  assisting  his  father,  who 
intrusted  him  with  various  responsibilities 
which  developed  his  self-reliance  and  business 
ability  while  giving  him  the  opportunity  to 
gain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  oil  operations. 
In  1905  he  went  West  to  the  Kansas  oil  field, 
where  he  spent  two  years  principally  occupied 
in  contract  drilling.  Upon  his  return  to 
Rouseville  he  began  operating  on  his  own 
account,  having  a  lease  on  the  Rynd  Farm 
which  he  subsequently  sold.  In  191 1  he  pur- 
chased a  lease  on  the  hill  adjoining  the  Rynd 
Farm  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  oil  produc- 
tion, though  his  most  important  operations  are 
now  at  Pioneer,  up  Oil  creek,  in  which  field 
he  has  thirteen  producing  wells.  Mr.  Straub 
reopened  that  territory  in  191 7.  He  had  pur- 
chased a  lease  on  such  reasonable  terms  that 
the  prospects  would  not  have  seemed  encour- 
aging, but  when  he  began  to  develop  the  prop- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


953 


erty  had  such  excellent  returns  with  the  meth- 
ods now  employed  that  he  has  concentrated 
his  energies  there  since,  and  has  been  re- 
warded with  some  of  the  best  strikes  made 
in  this  section  in  many  years.  Since  his  suc- 
cess revealed  the  possibilities  of  the  vicinity 
a  number  of  other  operators  have  been  at- 
tracted to  it,  and  have  carried  on  very  satis- 
factory operations,  demonstrating  the  belief 
of  some  of  the  most  reliable  men  in  the  busi- 
ness, that  fields  have  frequently  been  aban- 
doned as  exhausted  which  would  pay  well 
under  careful  management.  No  doubt  the 
more  scientific  methods  now  in  vogue  are 
more  efficient,  and  producers  realize  that  a 
moderate  but  steady  production  pays  better 
in  the  long  nm  than  occasional  large  strikes. 
Mr.  Straub's  success  has  placed  him  on  a 
substantial  footing  among  the  enterprising 
operators  of  the  day,  and  his  personal  qual- 
ities entitle  him  to  the  respect  which  has 
always  attached  to  his  name  there. 

On  July  i8,  1900,  Mr.  Straub  married  M. 
Gertrude  Wilkins,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Wil- 
kins,  of  Rouseville,  and  she  died  June  11, 
1907,  the  mother  of  one  son,  William  Vincent. 
By  his  marriage  in  1909  to  Mary  Brophy, 
daughter  of  William  Brophy,  of  Rouseville, 
Mr.  Straub  has  two  sons,  Charles  Francis  and 
John  Rayfield. 

JAMES  FRANKLIN  CALVERT  has 
spent  all  his  life  on  the  fine  farm  in  Clinton 
township  which  he  owns,  and  which  w<is  part 
of  the  original  tract  settled  by  his  great-grand- 
father, Robert  Calvert,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  From  that  time  to  ihe. 
present,  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years,  the  Calverts  have  been  counted  among 
the  worthiest  citizens  of  this  section  of  \^en- 
ango  county.  Their  fine  farm  properties  and 
substantial  position  are  sufficient  to  establish 
their  industry  and  thrift,  and  the  respect  which 
all  the  representatives  of  this  name  command 
among  their  associates  indicates  that  they  have 
not  been  found  wanting  in  their  duties  of  citi- 
zenship or  the  social  qualities  which  have  made 
them  valued  as  neighbors  and  friends. 

Robert  Calvert,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  Venango  county,  belonged  to  the  Calvert 
family  so  noted  in  early  Maryland  history. 
He  lived  in  the  Ligonier  valley  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  before  his  removal  to  this 
region,  where  he  arrived  in  1795,  having  ac- 
companied Matthew  Riddle.  However,  he  did 
not  remove  his  family  to  their  new  home  until 
the  following  year  or  so,  their  settlement  in 
Scrubgrass    (now    Clinton)    township    taking 


place  in  1797,  and  the  larger  part  of  the  land 
he  secured  has  remained  in  the  possession  of 
his  posterity  down  to  the  present  time.  So  far 
as  known  Robert  Calvert's  daughter  Polly  was 
the  first  white  child  brought  into  the  township. 
He  died  Oct.  24,  1840,  aged  eighty-seven  years, 
eleven  months,  and  his  wife,  Susannah,  died 
Dec.  7,  1857,  aged  ninety-four  years,  seven 
months,  six  days,  according  to  records  on  the 
tombstones  in  the  Calvert-Riddle  cemetery, 
where  they  and  a  number  of  other  members  of 
the  family  are  buried.  This  cemetery  was 
founded  by  Robert  Calvert  and  his  neighbor 
Robert  Riddle  in  1796,  each  giving  half  of  the 
land  set  aside  for  that  purpose,  and  has  been 
used  ever  since.  A  cemetery  company  was  in- 
corporated for  its  maintenance  in  1910.  We 
have  record  of  two  of  the  sons  of  Robert  Cal- 
vert, James  and  John,  the  latter  of  whom 
erected  a  stone  house  on  the  Calvert  tract  in 
1834,  at  the  site  of  Robert  Calvert's  original 
location,  and  lived  and  died  there,  passing  away 
Jan.  28,  1871 ;  he  was  bom  Dec.  16,  1799.  His 
son  John  is  now  a  resident  of  New  Castle, 
Pennsylvania. 

James  Calvert,  son  of  Robert,  born  probably 
in  Westmoreland  county,  came  to  Venango 
county  with  his  parents  in  1797,  passing  the 
remainder  of  his  life  here  and  dying  Dec.  12, 
1863.  aged  seventy-three  years,  three  months, 
three  days.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Pollock,  died  May  31,  1851,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years,  eight  months,  five  days.  They  had 
two  sons  that  survived  to  mature  age,  Charles 
and  James,  the  former  dying  at  Emienton  in 
1885,  when  quite  old;  he  is  buried  in  the  Cal- 
vert-Riddle cemetery.  One  daughter,  Susanna, 
married  David  Perry,  of  Scrubgrass  township, 
where  both  died. 

James  Calvert,  Jr.,  was  bom  on  the  old  farm 
in  what  is  now  Clinton  (then  Scmbgrass) 
township  Aug.  3  or  4,  1823,  and  lived  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  his  son  James  F.  Cal- 
vert, which  he  built  about  the  time  of  the 
latter's  birth,  in  1863.  He  first  had  a  log  house 
on  his  property,  which  comprised  two  hundred 
acres  of  the  original  Calvert  tract,  part  of 
which  he  succeeded  in  clearing  during  his  ac- 
tive years.  He  prospered  in  his  agricultural 
operations  and  improved  the  farm  consider- 
ably, building  the  present  bam  there  in  1885 
and  in  other  ways  adding  constantly  to  the 
value  of  his  estate,  where  he  lived  and  died, 
his  death  occurring  in  1901,  when  he  was 
seventy-eight  years  old.  As  a  man  of  active 
mind  and  progressive  disposition  he  under- 
stood the  needs  of  the  community  and  took  his 
share  in   the  administration  of  local  aflfairs. 
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holding  a  number  of  township  offices.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Democrat,  in  religion  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  be- 
longing to  the  congregation  at  East  Unity, 
Butler  coimty,  some  four  miles  distant  from 
his  home.  In  1851  he  was  married  in  Scrub- 
grass  township  to  Elizabeth  Riddle,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  neighborhood  Sept.  26,  1823, 
on  the  old  Riddle  farm,  and  she  survived  him, 
dying  Jan.  25,  1918,  aged  ninety-four  years, 
four  months.  Her  death  was  due  to  the  in- 
firmities of  age.  Three  of  their  children  sur- 
vive :  Mary  J  ane,  who  is  unmarried  and  lived 
with  her  mother;  Andrew  Jackson  and  James 
Franklin.  There  were  six  sons  in  the  family, 
namely:  David  Riddle,  bom  June  3,  1853, 
died  aged  four  years,  seven  months,  22  days. 
John  Pollock,  born  in  1854,  died  in  1912,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Calvert-Riddle  cemetery ;  he 
had  made  his  home  in  Bradford,  Pa.,  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
was  superintendent  of  the  Western  division 
of  the  Tide  Water  Pipe  Company.  Eli  Wilson, 
born  March  10,  1857,  died  in  1873,  ^S^^  six- 
teen years,  8  months,  18  days.  Andrew  Jack- 
son left  this  section  in  early  life,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Wellsville,  N.  Y.  James  Franklin 
is  mentioned  below.  Robert  Milton,  the 
youngest  son,  was  born  in  March,  1865,  and 
has  teen  engaged  in  the  oil  fields  since  early 
manhood,  both  in  the  East  and  far  West;  at 
present  he  is  located  in  Eldorado,  Kansas. 

James  Franklin  Calvert  was  born  June  16, 
1863,  on  the  farm  in  Clinton  township  which 
his  father  and  grandfather  before  him  occu- 
pied, and  where  he  still  resides.  It  lies  three 
miles  east  of  Clintonville,  and  seven  miles 
west  of  the  borough  of  Emlenton.  He  spent 
his  youth  there,  attending  the  public  schools 
and  helping  with  the  work  at  home,  which 
provided  excellent  training  for  the  time  when 
he  was  to  take  charge  of  the  place  on  his  own 
responsibility,  as  he  did  shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage. In  addition  to  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing he  has  developed  the  oil  to  some  extent, 
having  at  present  two  producing  wells,  and  his 
activities  entitle  him  to  a  place  among  the  suc- 
cessful agriculturists  of  his  locality.  He  has 
been  public-spirited  in  township  affairs  though 
not  an  office  seeker,  and  has  done  his  part  in 
the  promotion  of  various  interests  important  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  In  political 
principle  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  votes  accord- 
ing to  his  estimate  of  men  and  m.easures.  Mr. 
Calvert  helped  to  incorporate  the  Calvert- 
Riddle  cemetery  company  and  has  been  serving 
as  a  director  since  the  organization,     tie  has 


no  regular  church  associations,  but  is  in  accord 
with  religious  work  and  enterprises. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Calvert 
married  Margaret  Addleman,  of  Butler  county. 
Pa.,  who  is  a  year  his  jimior.  They  have  had 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  reared  a 
niece  of  Mrs.  Calvert,  Frances  A.  Moseley, 
who  has  lived  with  them  since  she  was  three 
and  a  half  years  old.  She  is  now  attending 
high  school  at  Butler. 

WILLIAM  BOYD  POOR,  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  oil  producer  in  Oil  Creek  tow^nship, 
occupies  one  of  the  most  desirable  sites  in  the 
Oil  creek  valley.  His  father  settled  there  three 
quarters  of  a  century  ago,  he  and  his  son  cul- 
tivating it  in  turn  throughout  that  period,  and 
under  the  latter's  management  both  the  agri- 
cultural and  oil  resources  have  been  developed 
along  up-to-date  lines,  with  profit  as  well  as 
satisfaction  to  the  owner. 

The  Poor  family  was  established  in  Oil 
Creek  township  just  one  hundred  years  ago, 
William  Poor,  the  grandfather  of  William 
Boyd  Poor,  being  the  first  to  locate  here.  He" 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  wife, 
Ritta  Ann  (Dart),  was  born  in  Connecticut. 
In  1817  they  moved  to  Crawford  county,  Pa., 
and  thence  in  May,  181 8,  to  that  part  of  Alle- 
gheny township  now  comprised  in  Oil  Creek 
township,  Venango  county,  purchasing  and 
settling  upon  a  homestead  one  mile  west  of 
where  his  grandson  now  lives.  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  carpenter,  and  by  following  his 
trades  as  well  as  farming  made  a  good  living. 
When  the  oil  excitement  broke  out  he  sold  his 
farm  and  removed  to  Ohio,  residing  in  Ashta- 
bula county,  that  State,  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  wife  also  died  there.  Mr. 
Poor  was  a  man  of  active  temperament,  taking 
part  in  the  various  activities  of  the  locality,  was 
interested  in  politics  as  a  Jeffersonian  Demo- 
crat, and  was  elected  to  several  township  of- 
fices, in  which  he  served  faithfully.  In  re- 
ligious connection  he  was  a  Baptist.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Poor: 
Alonzo,  the  eldest,  is  mentioned  below ;  Pome- 
roy  moved  to  Ohio  and  died  there;  Nancy 
married  Richard  Watson,  of  Titusville;  Lovisa 
married  Henry  Gillon,  of  Erie,  Pa. ;  Levi  went 
to  Ohio  and  later  to  Illinois,  where  he  died; 
Lydia  married  J.  P.  Henderson,  of  Ohio; 
Joseph  B.  settled  in  Pittsburgh;  three 
daughters  died  many  years  ago. 

Alonzo  Poor  was  bom  Jan.  i,  1818,  in  Oil 
Creek  township,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  near  Titus- 
ville, and  grew  up  in  what  is  now  Oil  Creek 
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township,  Venango  county.  His  first  teacher 
was  a  young  lady  whom  his  father  hired  to 
teach  in  their  family,  a  fact  which  would  in- 
dicate that  the  family  were  unusually  ap- 
preciative of  the  advantages  of  education.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  continued  to  fol- 
low until  i860,  though  farming  and  work  in 
the  oil  fields  had  also  come  to  demand  his  at- 
tention to  a  large  extent.  In  1841  he  settled 
on  the  farm  where  he  and  his  son  have  lived 
and  worked,  and  carried  on  its  cultivation 
along  with  his  work  as  a  mechanic,  finding 
plenty  of  calls  for  his  services  as  a  rig  builder 
in  the  oil  fields  from  the  time  the  excitement 
commenced.  He  also  sold  lumber  during  this 
period.  When  he  came  to  his  farm  he  gave 
his  attention  to  its  improvement  in  the  line  of 
agriculture,  no  oil  finds  of  any  special  value 
having  at  that  time  been  made  on  the  property 
when  the  excitement  in  the  valley  below  him 
was  at  its  height,  nor  did  development  com- 
mence there  until  some  years  later.  On  one 
adjoining  tract  the  celebrated  Brown  well  of 
twenty-five  hundred  barrels  daily  production 
was  brought  in,  and  the  Fee  well  of  twenty- 
eight  hundred  barrels,  both  on  the  old  Atkinson 
farm  which  became  famous  thereby.  Mr.  Poor 
had  chosen  an  ideal  spot  for  his  home,  a  one- 
hundred-foot  elevation,  which  afforded  him  a 
fine  view  over  the  valley  where  so  much  of 
the  early  excitement  took  place,  the  now  de- 
parted town  of  Shamburg  extending  onto  a 
part  of  his  farm.  The  immediate  neighbor- 
hood attracted  thousands,  and  its  activities  at 
one  time  compared  with  the  prosperous  days  of 
Pithole,  Petroleum  Center  and  other  famous 
oil  towns,  a  few  men  realizing  the  fulfillment 
of  their  dreams  of  fortune,  and  many  meeting 
with  complete  disappointment.  Scarcely  any- 
thing but  the  memory  of  those  glowing  days 
remains.  Yet  a  more  substantial  phase  of  the 
oil  industry  succeeded.  About  thirty  years  ago, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  many  wells  which 
had  supposedly  stopped  yielding  were  only 
clogged  by  the  wax  with  which  early  operators 
did  not  know  how  to  contend,  there  was  a  re- 
vival of  activity  in  this  section,  and  the  Poor 
farm  was  leased  to  R.  S.  Hampton,  Alonzo 
Poor  living  to  realize  a  handsome  return  from 
nature's  deposit  of  wealth  beneath  his  land. 
He  was  a  man  of  advanced  views  and  ex- 
emplary character,  and  stood  for  all  that  was 
best  in  community  development,  not  being  con- 
tent to  do  his  share  passively,  but  injecting  his 
strong  personality  into  the  life  about  him  with 
decided  advantage  to  all  concerned.  With  very 
real  knowledge  of  the  value  of  education,  he 


did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  good  schools, 
believing  that  they  were  the  best  medium 
through  which  an  advanced  civilization  might 
be  attained,  and  he  served  for  over  thirty  years 
as  school  director,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  He  served  one  term  as 
county  auditor,  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  which  he  always  supported.  He  was  a 
member  of  Oil  Creek  Grange,  No.  400,  Patrons 
of  Husbandr}%  and  in  religion  adhered  to  the 
Freewill  Baptist  Church. 

On  Jan.  25,  1844,  Mr.  Poor  married  Eliza- 
beth H.  Henderson,  who  was  born  April  12, 
1818,  in  Crawford  county.  Pa.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Henderson,  of  Oil  Creek  township, 
that  county,  and  died  March  3,  1882,  leaving 
three  children:  (i)  Cornelius  Lorenzo,  bom 
May  13,  1845,  after  attending  the  local  schools 
became  a  student  at  the  Edinboro  Normal 
School,  and  finished  a  course  in  law  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  began  practice  at  Frank- 
lin, but  returned  to  Shamburg,  where  he  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  during  its  most  exciting 
days.  Later  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  he  became  a  foremost  citizen  and  influ- 
ential attorney,  and  where  he  died  in  April, 
191 2.  He  was  married  March  20,  1867,  to 
Sarah  M.  Goodban,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  a  schoolmate 
at  Edinboro.  (2)  Mary  Jane,  born  April  11, 
1847,  was  married  April  29,  1879,  t6  C.  C. 
Mathewson  of  Titusville.  (3)  William  Boyd 
was  the  youngest.  Alonzo  Poor  died  Jan.  24, 
1891. 

William  Boyd  Poor  was  born  June  8,  1852, 
on  the  site  of  his  present  fine  home,  which 
was  erected  before  his  father's  death,  and  af- 
forded the  latter  grreat  pleasure.  He  has  spent 
his  life  on  the  farm  except  for  his  absence 
while  a  student  at  the  Edinboro  Normal  School, 
where  he  was  under  the  instruction  of  that 
renowned  educator  Professor  Cooper,  to  whom 
he  has  always  felt  grateful  for  practical  lessons 
which  have  helped  him  through  life.  Now  he 
owns  the  homestead,  and  also  a  fifty-acre  tract 
at  some  distance,  where  he  has  brought  several 
valuable  oil  wells  into  productive  operation. 
He  has  given  considerable  time  to  farm  work 
on  the  home  place,  where  he  has  paid  special 
attention  to  the  production  of  milk  during  the 
last  seventeen  years,  having  a  fine  herd,  some 
thoroughbred  and  the  rest  high-grade  Guern- 
seys, bred  especially  as  milkers.  He  has  a 
large  modern  bank  bam,  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county,  and  all  the  other  appointments  on  the 
property  are  in  keeping,  the  place  being  valu- 
able both  for  its  attractive  improvements  and 
fertility,  as  well  as  the  agreeable  situation. 
Mr.  Poor  is  a  substantial  citizen,  and  to  be  de- 
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pended  upon  for  the  support  of  all  worthy 
enterprises,  though  he  has  not  taken  any  active 
part  in  public  affairs. 

On  April  i,  1879,  Mr.  Poor  was  married  to 
Ellen  Nash,  daughter  of  Joseph  Nash,  who 
brought  her  from  England  when  she  was 
twelve  years  old.  His  last  years  were  spent  in 
contentment  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  both 
being  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Poor  died  Feb.  26, 
1904,  the  mother  of  two  children,  Lee  H.  and 
Glenn  R.,  both  no\V  located  at  Sapulpa,  Okla. 
Lee  H.  Poor  was  the  only  one  of  eight  em- 
ployes to  escape  when  the  Moore  gasoline 
plant  exploded  in  June,  19 17,  the  others  being 
killed  outright  or  fatally  burned.  In  April, 
1913,  Mr.  Poor  married  (second)  Mrs.  Louie 
(Cray)  Lake,  widow  of  H.  C.  Lake,  who  died 
at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  near  which  place  she  was 
bom.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Qiristian 
Qiurch  at  Shamburg.  By  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Poor  had  four  children:  Bessie,  now 
Mrs.  Manford  Harwick,  of  Waterloo,  who  has 
three  children,  Donald,  Robert  and  June; 
Harry  L.,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Dale  R..  who 
married  Pauline  Watkins  and  has  two  children, 
Charles  DeLawrence  and  Harry  Oakley;  and 
Marie  S.,  an  employe  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company.  Dale  R.  Lake  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Poor  in  the  operation  of  the 
farm. 

GUSTA  DOMER  McELPHATRICK,  of 
Franklin,  largely  interested  in  oil  production  in 
Rockland  township,  Venango  county,  and  one 
of  the  most  thoroughly  experienced  operators 
in  the  local  fields,  was  bom  Dec.  4,  1869,  in 
Sandy  Creek  township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
in  the  paternal  line,  belongs  to  a  fiamily  repre- 
sented here  for  close  to  a  century,  while  his 
maternal  ancestors  were  established  here  in 
the  earliest  days. 

John  McElphatrick,  the  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Center  county,  Pa.,  bom  in  1804,  and 
lived  in  Venango  county  from  1820  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty-three 
years  old,  in  1857.  During  the  days  when  the 
old  iron  furnaces  were  operated  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  that  industry,  filling  contracts  for 
charcoal.  He  married  Margaret  McClaren, 
who  was  born  in  Venango  county  and  survived 
him,  passing  away  in  1879.  Of  their  ten  chil- 
dren six  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  John, 
James,  Davidson,  Robert  M.,  Mary  (who  mar- 
ried Martin  Bensinger)  and  Martha. 

Davidson  McElphatrick,  father  of  Gusta  D. 
McElphatrick,  was  bom  on  a  farm  in  Irwin 
township,  Venango  county,  Dec.  5,  1833,  ^"d 
made  his  home  there  up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 


riage. In  November,  1862,  he  enlisted,  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  Company  I,  103d  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
served  nine  months,  being  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  disability.  At  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage he  settled  in  Sandy  Creek  township, 
where  he  remained  several  years,  during  which 
he  served  as  tax  collector  for  a  time,  thence 
removing  to  Rockland  township,  this  county. 
A  year  later  he  located  in  Butler  county,  near 
Butler  city,  in  1876  returning  to  Rockland 
township.  Upon  his  retirement  in  1906  he 
made  his  home  in  Franklin,  where  his  death 
occurred  Sept.  5,  1907.  Mr.  McElphatrick  was 
successfully  engaged  in  oil  production  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  active  career.  He  was 
a  man  of  high  principles  and  sterling  upright- 
ness of  character,  and  endeavored  to  live  in 
accordance  with  his  convictions.  In  politics 
he  supported  the  Prohibition  party,  and  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Good  Templars  and  the  Pro- 
tected Home  Circle.  His  religious  connection 
was  with  the  Church  of  God,  in  which  he  held 
the  office  of  elder,  and  he  was  active  in  all 
Christian  work.  He  is  buried  in  Congress  Hill 
cemetery  in  Sandy  Creek  township. 

On  June  22,  1865,  Mr.  McElphatrick  mar- 
ried Margaret  L.  Morrison,  who  was  bom 
March  23,  1840,  and  survives  him,  making 
her  home  in  Franklin.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  God.  Of  their  three  children,  Mary 
E.  is  the  wife  of  George  B.  Witherup;  John 
died  when  six  months  old ;  Gusta  Domer  com- 
pletes the  family. 

John  Morrison,  father  of  Mrs.  Margaret  L. 
(Morrison)  McElphatrick,  was  a  pensioner  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  having  been  twenty-one 
years  old  when  that  struggle  started  and  served 
faithfully  in  the  cause  of  the  Colonies.  Hav- 
ing received  a  grant  of  land  from  the  govern- 
ment, he  located  in  Sandy  Creek  township, 
where  the  Big  Sandy  empties  into  the  Alle- 
gheny river,  and  developed  a  valuable  farm 
there,  retaining  its  ownership  all  his  life.  He 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-six  years.  He  was 
the  first  court  crier  of  Venango  county,  which 
in  those  days  included  two  other  counties  in 
its  legal  jurisdiction,  and  continued  to  fill  that 
position  until  his  death.  Mr.  Morrison  was  a 
devoted  Bible  student,  and  it  is  matter  of 
record  that  he  traded  the  plot  of  ground  where 
the  Episcopal  Church  stands  in  Franklin  for 
a  Bible.  He  married  Margaret  Ray  Lawson, 
a  native  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  who  died  in 
1887,  aged  eighty- four  years,  and  is  buried 
in  Congress  Hill  cemetery.  He  is  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery  at  Franklin.  They  had  three 
children,  Alexander  C,  Mary  S.  (who  married 
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James  Adams)  and  Margaret  L.  (widow  of 
Davidson  McElpha trick). 

Gusta  Domer  McElphatrick  was  born  on  his 
maternal  grandfather's  farm  in  Sandy  Creek 
township,  and  was  two  years  old  when  the 
family  moved  to  Rockland  township.  As  pre- 
viously noted,  they  also  lived  in  Butler  county 
for  a  time,  returning  to  Rockland  township  in 
1876.  Here  the  boy  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  also  attending 
Barkeyville  Academy,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1888,  and  later  taking  a 
course  at  Findlay  College,  Ohio.  His  connec- 
tion with  the  oil  business  began  as  a  tool 
dresser,  and  he  acquired  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  of  oil  production,  from  the 
sinking  of  the  wells  to  storing  the  oil  in  tanks, 
the  good  judgment  which  he  has  shown  in  the 
management  of  his  various  operations  having 
a  substantial  foundation.  He  continued  to  live 
in  Rockland  township  until  1907,  since  which 
year  he  has  made  his  home  in  Franklin,  though 
his  oil  holdings  are  in  the  township  named, 
where  he  has  interests  in  eighty-two  wells  in 
all.  Mr.  McElphatrick  controls  a  considerable 
part  of  these  individually,  the  rest  in  partner- 
ship with  Mrs.  B.  D.  McClure,  under  the  firm 
name  of  McElphatrick  &  McClure.  He  de- 
votes his  time  and  attention  principally  to  look- 
ing after  his  oil  properties,  his  principal  ac- 
tivities outside  of  business  being  in  fraternal 
circles,  in  which  he  is  well  known.  He  holds 
membership  in  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  no,  B. 
P.  O.  Elks;  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  of  Franklin;  Venango  Chapter,  No.  211, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Franklin ;  Keystone  Council,  No. 
4.  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44, 
K.  T. ;  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection,  four- 
teenth degree,  at  Oil  City ;  Pennsylvania  Con- 
sistory, thirty-second  degree,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  of 
Pittsburgh ;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N. 
M.  S.,  of  Erie,  Pa.  Politically  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. 

On  June  27,  1901,  Mr.  McElphatrick  was 
married,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  Lydia  Viola  Har- 
lan, who  was  born  in  Victory  township,  Ven- 
ango Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mahala 
J.  (Whitesell)  Harlan,  and  they  have  had  three 
children,  bom  as  follows:  Geraldine  C, 
March  23,  1904;  Evelyn  E.,  July  15.  1008;  and 
\^iolet  L.,  April  26,  191 1.  The  family  attend 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Franklin.  Mrs.  McEl- 
phatrick is  a  member  of  Nursery  Chapter,  No. 
2^.  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  Franklin. 

The  Harlands  came  from  England,  two 
brothers  sailing  over  with  William  Penn  and 
settling  in  Philadelphia.  Their  father  died 
later  in  England,  leaving  to  the  eldest  son,  one 


of  those  who  came  over,  a  vast  fortune,  includ- 
ing what  is  known  as  the  Harland  Square  and 
other  valuable  properties,  which  as  an  entailed 
estate  is  unsettled  yet,  the  papers  having  passed 
into  the  wrong  hands,  etc.  A  genealogy  states 
that  Jacob  Harland,  the  descendant,  being  the 
eldest  son  of  Jonathan  and  Lydia  (Stude- 
baker)  Harland,  would  be  the  direct  heir. 

Jonathan  Harland  or  Harlan,  the  Harlans 
dropping  the  "d"  after  they  came  here,  mar- 
ried Lydia  Studebaker,  of  Lawrence  coimty, 
where  they  both  lived,  cousin  of  the  well 
known  Studebakers  of  Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harlan  were  very  devout  Christian  workers, 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Lawrence 
county.  In  1882,  during  the  latter  part  of  her 
life,  Mrs.  Harlan  founded  the  Victory  Baptist 
Church,  and  it  still  stands  as  a  monument  to 
her  name. 

Jacob  Harlan,  the  eldest  son  of  this  couple, 
was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Nov.  23,  1843, 
and  in  1.856  came  with  his  parents  to  Venango 
county.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
and  is  a  member  of  Mays  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
Franklin,  Pa.  He  followed  the  oil  industry 
after  the  war  until  he  married  Miss  Mahala 
J.  Whitesell,  of  Congress  Hill,  and  settled 
in  \^ictory,  engaging  in  stock  raising  and  farm- 
ing until  his  retirement  in  1914.  Then  he 
moved  to  Bully  Hill,  where  he  died.  To  this 
union  were  bom  six  children:  Ebner,  Silas, 
Lydia  V.,  Jacob,  Amy  and  Edna.  Mrs.  Har- 
lan's father  (Nicholas  Whitesell)  sailed  with 
his  sisters  and  brother  from  Germany  when 
but  seven  years  old,  the  family  settling  in 
Pittsburgh.  Years  after  he  married  a  Miss 
Kaufmann,  and  they  came  to  Venango  county, 
settling  on  Congress  Hill.  His  daughter  Ma- 
hala was  bom  in  1850  and  died  in  1914.  She 
had  three  sisters  and  three  brothers. 

WILLIAM  WITHERUP.  late  of  Clinton 
township,  belonged  to  two  of  the  best  known 
families  of  southem  Venango  count>%  his  pa- 
temal  grandfather,  John  Witherup,  and  his 
matemal  grandfather,  John  Phipps,  having 
been  prominent  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
that  region  who  took  an  active  part  in  its  early 
development  and  history.  A  full  account  of 
the  Withemp  family  appears  in  this  work  in 
connection  with  the  biography  of  James  Brock- 
ington  Withemp,  and  detailed  records  of  sev- 
eral branches  of  the  Phipps  family  may  also 
be  found  elsewhere.  It  is  sufficient  here  to 
record  that  William  Witherup  was  a  son  of 
Capt.  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Phipps) 
WitherUp.  and  a  most  worthy  representative 
of  the  fine^ock  from  which  he  was  descended. 
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Mr.  Witherup  was  bom  Aug.  24,  1832,  on 
the  farm  in  Rockland  township  where  his  par- 
ents lived  for  a  number  of  years,  and  whence 
they  removed  in  1846  to  a  farm  across  the  river 
owned  by  the  Captain's  brother  William.  On 
Dec.  23,  1846,  they  again  made  a  change  of 
residence,  to  the  old  homestead  on  the  creek, 
at  which  place  William  Witherup  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  inherited  half  of  the 
property  upon  his  father's  death,  and  not  only 
prospered  in  his  agricultural  labors,  but  also 
enjoyed  an  ample  competence  from  the  oil 
production,  being  one  of  the  well-to-do  resi- 
dents of  the  township.  His  death  occurred 
there  July  16,  191 5,  and  his  widow  continues 
to  reside  on  the  place,  having  a  neat  home 
situated  on  the  banks  of  Bullion  creek,  a 
quarter  mile  above  its  confluence  with  the  Alle- 
gheny river.  High  bluffs  shut  in  the  valley  at 
this  point,  forming  a  pleasant,  secluded  loca- 
tion, convenient  to  Kennerdell  station,  which 
is  only  a  half  mile  distant  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  but  concealed  from  view  by  the 
point  of  the  bluff. 

Mr.  Witherup  was  a  Democrat  in  political 
sentiment,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  party  and  in  local  public  affairs, 
serving  capablv  as  school  director  and  in  other 
township  offices.  His  religious  connection  was 
with  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  Nov.  19,  1863,  Mr.  Witherup  married 
Martha  L.  Eakin,  daughter  of  David  and  Re- 
becca (Stalker)  Eakin,  mention  of  whose  fam- 
ily will  be  found  on  another  page.  Like  her 
husband  she  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  settled 
families  of  this  section,  numerously  and  credit- 
ably represented  here  from  pioneer  times  to  the 
present.  She  and  her  daughters  are  interested 
members  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Society. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  this  marriage :  ( i ) 
Forest  Foster,  born  in  1864,  died  Dec.  21,  1897. 
(2)  Imelda  May,  born  March  26,  1866,  is  un- 
married and  lives  at  home.  (3)  David 
Thomas,  bom  April  2,  1868,  married  Sept.  25, 
1894,  Laura  Maria  Cox,  who  died  Jan.  i,  1917. 
After  living  at  various  places  in  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio  he  settled  at  Lake 
Brady,  Ohio,  but  is  now  living  at  Erie,  Pa.  He 
has  no  children.  (4)  Harry  King,  bom  Dec. 
20.  1869,  an  artist,  married  Dec.  14,  1898, 
Wilhelmina  Heibel,  and  lives  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
(5)  Joseph  Alvin,  born  Aug.  7,  1872,  was 
married  April  18,  1900,  to  Kathryn  Ryan,  and 
had  three  children:  A  child  bom  May  12, 
1901,  who  died  in  infancy;  Gladvs  Wynette, 
born  June  i.  1902:  and  James  Russel,  bom 
Aug.  2,  1904,  who  died  Feb.  19,  1905.  Mrs. 
Witherup  died  Nov.  30,  1905,  and  he  married 


(second)  Aug.  16,  1907,  Mary  Pitchard.  (6) 
Louis  Hudson,  born  Dec.  5,  1874,  died  Nov. 
12,  1880.  (7)  Samuel  Bennet,  bom  Dec.  19, 
1876,  married  June  6,  1901,  Clara  Kathryn 
Schafer,  born  Feb.  5,  1884,  and  they  have  had 
five  children,  bom  as  follows:  William  An- 
ton, Dec.  13,  1902;  Winifred  Wegemer,  March 
12,  1904 ;  Martha  Almira,  April  9,  1905 ;  Clara 
Kathryn,  Jan.  4,  1907;  David  Earle,  March 
12,  191 1.  (8)  Jesse  Lee,  the  seventh  son,  bom 
Aug.  7,  1879,  married  Ida  Rapp,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Rapp,  and  she  died  shortly  after,  leav- 
ing an  infant  which  survived  the  mother  but  a 
few  days.  By  his  second  marriage,  Nov.  9, 
191 1,  to  Georgia  Pearl  McClelland,  bom  July 
2,  1890,  he  has  three  children,  bom  as  follows: 
Thelma  Oneita,  June  21,  1913;  Jesse,  Jan.  26, 
1915;  Robert  Abram,  May  12,  1917.  (9) 
William  Vick,  bom  April  9,  1882,  lived  at  home 
until  he  reached  his  majority.  On  Jime  30, 
1909,  he  married  Madge  Leota  Boy  Ian,  who 
was  bom  Dec.  6,  1885,  and  their  two  children 
are  Charles  Leroy,  bom  Sept.  4,  1910,  and 
Martha  Lucile,  born  Dec.  27,  191 1.  (10)  Bes- 
sie Phipps,  bom  Jan.  17,  1885,  was  married 
Feb.  15,  1914,  to  Bartholomew  Charles  Dono- 
van, and  has  had  two  children:  Charles 
Louis,  bom  March  21,  1915,  and  Robert 
Edward,  bom  Jan.  24,  191 7,  the  latter  de- 
ceased. 

FERNANDO  C.  SLINGERLAND  (de- 
ceased) was  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of 
Rouseville  and  that  vicinity  in  his  day.  In 
business  he  was  rated  with  the  successful  oil 
producers  of  his  g:eneration,  his  profitable 
operations  gaining  him  substantial  position  in 
the  industry,  but  he  is  best  remembered  for 
his  agreeable  personality  and  the  attractive 
social  qualities  that  drew  him  into  so  many 
pleasant  associations.  Though  he  died  in  his 
prime  he  was  one  of  the  best  known  residents 
of  the  locality  and  an  influential  figure  in  all  its 
representative  activities. 

Mr.  Slingerland  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  bom  July  10,  1844,  near  Syracuse.  He 
was  well  educated,  in  music  as  well  as  literary 
lines,  and  during  his  early  manhood  was  en- 
gaged as  instmctor  in  an  academy.  Coming 
to  Rouseville  in  1862,  he  soon  became  well  and 
favorably  known  in  his  educational  and  musical 
connections,  having  been  leader  of  the  Rouse- 
ville Band  that  year:  he  was  also  the  leader 
of  the  famous  Columbia  Farm  Band.  His  first 
business  occupation  here  was  in  the  capacity  of 
bookkeeper,  but  before  long  he  commenced 
producing  oil  at  Rouseville  and  was  so  engaged 
to  the  end  of  his  life,  acquiring  valuable  lands 
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and  leases  in  this  section.  Since  his  death  his 
widow  has  continued  the  oil  business  which  he 
established  in  Cornplanter  township,  on  lands 
adjoining  the  John  Waitz  farm.  They  lived 
in  Cornplanter  township  near  Rouseville  for 
some  years  before  removing  into  the  borough, 
where  Mrs.  Slingerland  still  makes  her  home. 

In  1866  Mr.  Slingerland  married  Mary  J. 
Potter,  daughter  of  the  late  Eli  S.  Potter,  and 
they  reared  .three  daughters :  Philena  married 
Harry  L.  Bliss,  of  McClintockville,  Pa.,  and 
they  now  reside  at  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. ; 
Florence  M.  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Lynch 
and  residing  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  M.  Ina  mar- 
ried R.  Iran  Clark,  who  died  May  17,  1907, 
Mrs.  Clark  making  her  home  with  her  mother 
at  Rouseville;  she  has  one  daughter,  Viola 
Clark. 

Mr.  Slingerland  died  Feb.  29,  1896,  at  his 
home  in  Rouseville,  and  is  buried  in  the  Grove 
Hill  cemetery  at  Oil  City.  A  loyal  friend  and 
devoted  to  his  family,  honorable  in  his  business 
relations,  true  to  his  responsibilities  as  a  citizen 
and  maintaining  numerous  social  connections, 
few  men  were  better  known  or  more  esteemed. 
He  affiliated  with  Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  483, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  master  four 
terms;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  R.  A.  M.; 
Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  K.  T.,  and  was 
active  in  all  these  bodies.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  thirty-second-degree  Masons  in  this  sec- 
tion, joining  Caldwell  Consistory,  at  Blooms- 
burg,  in  June,  1872.  He  was  a  standing  mem- 
ber of  the  Rouseville  Union,  No.  583,  Equit- 
able Aid  Union.  Mrs.  Slingerland  has  been  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  is  a  past  matron,  and  has  served  as  an 
officer  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Her  daughter  Mrs.  Clark  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Star. 

Eli  S.  Potter,  father  of  Mrs.  Slingerland, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  oil  producers  in  this  sec- 
tion. He  was  born  in  1816  in  Livingston 
coimty,  N.  Y.,  and  during  his  early  life  was 
engaged  as  a  wagon  manufacturer.  When  the 
oil  business  began  to  develop  he  came  to  Tidi- 
oute,  Pa.,  where  he  was  superintendent  for  a 
New  York  City  firm  putting  down  oil  wells 
there,  on  Magee  Island.  He  remained  witfi 
that  company  six  months,  coming  to  Rouseville 
with  his  family  in  1861.  He  sank  the  first 
flowing  well  at  that  place,  on  the  flats,  and 
operated  in  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Brawley, 
continuing  drilling  successfully  until  he  had 
fifteen  wells  of  large  production,  which 
yielded  him  a  fortune.  He  brought  timber 
down  the  river  from  Olean,  N.  Y.,  to  build  a 
home  here.    When  he  decided  to  give  up  active 


work  and  retire  he  returned  to  his  native  home, 
but  later  went  West  to  Coffeyville,  Kans., 
where  he  passed  his  closing  years,  dying  there 
in  August,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  He  is  buried  there.  Mr.  Potter  was 
always  considered  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Rouseville  during  his  resi- 
dence there,  and  gave  generously  in  aid  of  local 
projects.  He  was  especially  interested  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  donated  half 
the  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  first  house  of 
worship  put  up  by  that  congregation.  He  was 
popularly  known  as  Father  Potter.  His  wife, 
Catherine  McQuire,  daughter  of  Peter  Mc- 
Quire,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Potter  had  a  family  of  three  children :  James, 
of  Coffeyville,  Kans.;  Alonzo,  who  died  at 
Perry,  Okla. ;  and  Mary  J.,  widow  of  Fer- 
nando C.  Slingerland,  of  Rouseville. 

CHARLES  REMP  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  in  Sugar 
Creek  township,  Venango  county,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  formerly  resided  on  his 
property  there,  but  he  now  makes  his  home  in 
the  city  of  Franklin.  Coming  here  when  the 
oil  industry  was  still  in  the  experimental  stage, 
he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  its  development 
from  actual  experience,  having  gone  through 
many  of  the  hardships  common  to  operators  in 
the  early  days.  But  he  was  always  a  hard 
worker,  and  by  diligent  care  of  his  interests 
carried  them  along  profitably  until  he  was 
well  established,  having  for  many  vears  past 
kept  his  production  going  on  a  highly  re- 
munerative basis. 

Mr.  Remp  is  a  native  of  Germany,  but  has 
lived  in  this  country  from  childhood,  his  par- 
ents, John  G.  and  Frederika  (Mundell)  Remp, 
having  come  hither  with  their  two  sons  m 
1849.  The  family  settled  in  Erie  county,  N. 
Y.,  near  the  outskirts  of  Buffalo,  and  there 
established  a  permanent  home,  where  both  the 
parents  remained  until  death.  The  father  was 
a  cooper,  brewer  and  distiller,  but  engaged 
principally  at  coopering.  Of  the  two  sons, 
John  and  Charles,  the  former  died  twenty- 
seven  years  ago,  at  Two  Mile  Run,  Venango 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  buried  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he 
served  two  years  and  three  months  with  the 
2 1  St  New  York  Regiment  of  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, having  been  one  of  the  first  to  leave  Buf- 
falo for  the  front.  He  was  survived  by  two 
daughters:  Mary,  who  is  unmarried;  and 
Emma,  wife  of  Ord  W.  Phipps,  a  merchant, 
of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 
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Charles  Remp  was  bom  Jan.  29,  1847,  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  was  brought  up 
in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  He  had  ordinary  school 
advantages,  and  when  a  youth  was  apprenticed 
to  learn  the  trade  of  hamessmaker,  which, 
however,  he  never  followed  to  any  extent. 
Though  little  more  than  a  boy  during  the  Civil 
war  period,  he  enlisted  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in 
Company  L,  50th  Regiment,  New  York  Engi- 
neers, and  served  two  and  a  half  years  in  the 
army,  seeing  active  service  and  receiving  injuries 
on  the  battlefield,  two  flesh  wounds  in  the  right 
leg  and  one  on  a  finger  of  his  right  hand. 
After  the  war  he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  locat- 
ing at  Petroleum  Center,  Venango  county^in 
July,  1865,  and  following  various  kinds  of  em- 
ployment during  the  year  that  ensued. 
Thence  he  went  to  Rouseville,  this  county, 
where  he  found  work  with  F.  W.  Mitchell, 
pumping  wells,  being  so  engaged  for  thirteen 
years  and  meanwhile  gaining  valuable  knowl- 
edge concerning  oil  wells  and  their  operation. 
He  was  next  with  Oscar  Parker  for  two  years, 
as  pumper,  and  then  chose  a  location  at  Two 
Mile  Run,  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  where  he 
soon  afterward,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
bought  a  tract  of  fifty  acres.  They  began 
drilling  for  oil,  which  they  found  in  paying 
quantities,  and  the  property  has  been  producing 
ever  since,  Mr.  Remp  now  having  fourteen 
wells  in  operation  there.  He  has  also  taken 
other  leases  in  Venango  county  as  opportunity 
oflFered,  and  without  making  any  sensational 
finds  has  prospered  steadily.  He  lived  on  his 
land  in  Sugar  Creek  township  imtil  1915,  when 
he  removed  to  Franklin,  where  he  is  now  mak- 
ing his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ross,  at 
No.  311  Pacific  street.  Mr.  Remp  is  well 
known  in  Venango  county,  and  popular  with 
all  his  associates.  He  has  applied  himself 
closely  to  business,  having  few  outside  inter- 
ests and  no  aspirations  for  public  life,  though 
he  has  never  been  found  wanting  in  the  ele- 
ments of  good  citizenship.  Socially  he  holds 
membership  in  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity  and 
the  G.  A.  R.,  being  an  old-time  member  of 
Major  Mays  Post,  of  which  he  has  been  an 
officer  for  the  last  twenty-four  years. 

Mr.  Remp  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna 
Raab,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Van 
Roy)  Raab,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  namely :  Clara  E.  married  J.  W. 
Mastizer  and  lives  at  Rome,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  A. 
was  drowned  in  California  in  191 7.  when  forty 
years  old;  T.  Edward,  of  Pittsburgh,  is  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  White  Company, 
automobile  manufacturers:  John  G.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  owns  a  garage 


there;  Maude  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H. 
Ross,  of  Franklin ;  Sarah  C.  is  the  wife  of  W. 
F.  McCarthy,  of  Rome,  N.  Y. ;  C  H.,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, is  superintendent  of  the  White  Com- 
pany ;  Thomas  A.  is  operating  on  his  father's 
oil  lease  at  Two  Mile  Run ;  Bertha  died  younjg ; 
Eugene  is  deceased.  The  mother  of  this  family 
passed  away  in  November,  1900,  and  is  buried 
in  Franklin  cemetery. 

PETER  T.  HUGHES  is  the  owner  of  the 
valuable  tract  in  Cranberry  township  where  he 
resides,  and  of  other  desirable  property  in  the 
same  township,  where  in  both  business  and 
personal  associations  he  is  regarded  as  a  repre- 
sentative member  of  a  family  long  establi:^ed 
there,  with  a  reputation  for  good  citizenship 
which  speaks  well  for  their  achievements  in 
all  the  relations  of  life. 

The  Hughes  family  has  been  associated  with 
Venango  county  for  over  a  century,  and  its 
members  in  every  generation  have  been  enter- 
prising of  nature  and  strong  of  character, 
making  a  permanent  impression  for  good 
wherever  found.  They  have  had  their  share 
in  the  making  of  history,  in  the  material  de- 
velopment of  the  county,  and  in  its  social 
advancement,  holding  to  high  standards  of 
citizenship  in  their  public  relations  and  to  the 
most  honorable  principles  in  their  personal 
responsibilities. 

James  Hughes,  the  founder  of  the  family 
here,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The 
stock  is  of  Welsh  origin,  but  Ellis  Hughes, 
father  of  James,  moved  from  Wales  to  Ireland, 
and  he  and  his  wife  died  when  James  was 
young.  Some  years  of  his  early  life  were 
spent  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  saddler's  and  harness- 
maker's  trade.  Work  in  that  line  did  not 
play  much  part  in  his  independent  business 
career,  however,  for  he  learned  milling,  and 
he  and  his  brother  Ellis  settled  in  Butler 
county,  where  thev  operated  the  Negley  mills. 
Their  brother  William  settled  in  Virginia,  and 
John  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  James,  William 
and  John  came  to  America  at  the  same  time. 
James  Hughes  married  before  his  removal 
to  Venango  county,  where  he  was  a  pioneer 
settler,  and  his  intelligence  and  force  of  char- 
acter soon  brought  him  into  prominence  in 
the  new  country,  where  men  of  his  calibre 
were  needed  to  set  the  wheels  of  progress 
in  motion.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  land  lying 
along  Bullion  run,  and  settled  at  the  moudi  of 
Big  Scrubgrass  creek,  in  1806  erecting  a  saw- 
mill there  which  was  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant industrial  ventures  in  the  county.     He 
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also  conducted  one  of  the  first  stores  in  the 
county.  All  the  lumber  for  new  buildings 
going  up  in  that  region  was  cut  at  his  mill, 
whioi  did  a  large  business  for  the  day.  Sev- 
eral years  later,  in  1814,  he  made  a  much 
needed  addition  to  his  establishment,  building 
a  gristmill,  the  first  in  the  locality  and  for 
many  years  the  only  one  for  miles  around. 
After  a  long  and  prosperous  experience  at 
his  first  location  he  removed  to  Cranberry 
township,  in  18^9,  there  purchasing  and 
operating  Slab  Furnace,  and  meetine  with 
equal  success  in  the  iron  business.  He  was 
among  the  pioneers  in  this  line  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  Some  time  later  he  bought 
the  Union  Furnace  near  Cooperstown,  iin- 
vesting  ten  thousand  dollars  in  that  plant,  a 
large  sum  in  his  day.  Here,  in  his  later  years, 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  meet  with  reverses 
through  no  fault  of  his  own,  and  his  difficul- 
ties culminated  with  the  panic  of  1853,  when 
he  lost  everything.  He  was  beyond  the  age 
when  he  could  undertake  to  retrieve  his  losses, 
and  he  lived  thereafter  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Shorts,  in  Clinton  township,  where  he 
died  March  26,  1856,  when  past  eighty  years 
old.  In  religion  he  was  a  Methodist,  and  he 
became  a  leading  member  of  the  first  church 
formed  at  Clintonville,  building  the  church 
and  serving  as  its  first  class  leader.  His  hon- 
erable  nature  fitted  him  well  for  the  place  he 
filled,  finding  expression  in  all  his  dealings 
with  his  fellow  men. 

In  1802  Mr.  Hughes  married  Nancy  Shorts, 
who  died  December  18,  1866.  They  are 
buried  at  Qintonville,  this  county.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  reached  maturity,  namely :  Ellis  married 
Urilla  Davis,  and  died  in  Kansas;  James  was 
the  grandfather  of  Edward  Everett  Hughes, 
of  Franklin,  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  / 
this  work;  Nancy  married  Rev.  Jesse  Benp; 
William  married  Sarah  Cousins,  and  died  in 
Mercer  county.  Pa.;  Samuel  married  Ann 
Campbell,  and  died  in  Cranberry  township, 
this  county ;  Jemima,  bom  April  3,  1810,  mar- 
ried Jacob  Shorts,  and  died  June  12,  1878; 
Jane,  bom  May  18,  181 2,  married  Robert  por- 
ter; Roland  was  the  father  of  Peter  T. 
Hughes,  mentioned  below;  Sarah,  bom  Jan. 
15,  1817,  married  Rev.  Jesse  Benn;  Richard, 
bom  April  28,  1819,  married  Sarah  Burchum 
in  1845,  2i"d  dJ^d  ^^  Rocky  Grove. 

Roland  Hughes,  son  of  James,  was  bom 
June  7,  1814,  in  Scrubgrass  township.  He  be- 
came a  farmer,  and  about  1840  settled  in 
Cranberry  township,  where  in  addition  to 
farming  he  had  a  mill  for  some  time,  and  he 
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drilled  a  few  oil  wells  upon  his  property. 
During  his  early  manhood  he  was  engaged  m 
lumbering  and  rafting  for  some  years.  Being 
a  man  of  intelligence  and  advanced  ideas  on 
questions  of  public  importance,  he  was  called' 
upon  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  the  local 
government,  serving  as  school  director  and  for 
over  twenty  years  as  road  commissioner,  and 
discharged  his  duties  ably  and  conscientiously. 
Mr.  Hughes  made  many  friends  in  the  com- 
munity where  so  much  of  his  life  was  passed, 
and  died  in  Cranberry  township  in  the  year 
1894,  aged  eighty.  In  1839  he  was  married 
to  Susanna  Ridgeway,  who  was  born  in  Ven- 
ango County  in  1817,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Ridgeway,  and  died  in  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hughes  are  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Lovina,  wife  of  George  E.  Ridgeway, 
resides  at  Rocky  Grove,  this  county ;  James  K. 
died  in  Cranberry  township;  William  Harvey 
lives  in  Cranberry  township  and  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Charles  Miles,  also  a 
resident  of  Cranberry  township,  is  mentioned 
elsewhere;  Peter  T.  is  mentioned  below; 
Phoebe  died  in  infancy;  Warren  died  young; 
George  died  in  infancy. 

Peter  T.  Hughes  was  bom  March  17,  1857, 
on  the  farm  in  Cranberry  township  where  he 
yet  resides,  and  spent  his  youth  there,  obtain- 
ing his  education  in  the  local  public  schools. 
He  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  duties  of  the 
farm,  remaining  at  home  as  his  father's  assist- 
ant until  twenty-five  years  old.  During  the 
next  fifteen  years  he  acquired  a  comprehen- 
sive experience  in  the  oil  fields,  while  occupied 
as  tool  dresser  and  driller,  and  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  on  hi^ 
own  account,  having  developed  the  oil  re- 
sources on  the  homestead  farm,  which  he  now 
owns.  His  long  employment  in  the  business, 
in  its  various  branches,  was  a  valuable  prep- 
aration to  insure  success  in  his  individual 
ventures,  which  have  prospered  notably.  Mr. 
Hughes  has  the  advantage  of  beinp  able  to 
handle  his  own  drilling,  enabline  him  to  ar- 
range his  work  most  conveniently,  and  he  is 
equally  capable  in  all  other  branches  of  the 
business,  which  he  has  studied  thoroughly. 
He  has  146  acrep  in  the  home  place  and  fifty- 
one  producing  wells  there,  besides  a  gas  well, 
which  provides  power  for  the  pumping  and 
other  operations.  The  land  is  under  profitable 
cultivation,  and  has  undergone  steady  improve- 
ment in  his  hands,  being  in  up-to-date  condi- 
tion in  every  respect  and  speaking  well  for 
his  standards  and  systematic  methods.  Mr. 
Hughes  is  considered  one  of  the  substantial 
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men  of  Cranberry  township,  and  his  interest 
in  the  general  welfare  has  been  recognized, 
his  fellow  citizens  having  chosen  him  to  rep- 
resent them  on  the  school  board,  of  which 
body  he  has  been  a  member  five  years.  His 
duties  are  performed  with  characteristic  in- 
telligence and  fidelity  to  trust. 

Mr.  Hughes  married  Maggie  Irvine,  who 
was  born  in  West  Middlesex,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa., 
daughter  of  Robert  Irvine,  and  died  in  Craa- 
berry  township  in  May,  1903.  Three  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  this  marriage:  Robert  A., 
a  member  of  the  327th  Infantry,  Machine 
Gun  Company,  was  stationed  at  Camp  Gordon, 
in  Georgia,  was  made  a  corporal,  and  is 
now  at  the  front  with  the  United  States  army 
in  France;  Donald  M.,  also  in  the  United 
States  service,  as  a  member  of  the  signal  corps, 
was  stationed  at  Mount  Clemens,  Mich.,  was 
made  a  corporal  and  is  in  active  service  in 
France ;  Cecile  Mae  is  a  student  at  Allegheny 
College,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania. 

Socially  Mr.  Hughes  is  well  known  in 
Franklin,  where  he  affiliates  with  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  and  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

H.  J.  McKINLY,  of  Qintonville,  hag  led 
a  busy  life  weirfilled  with  the  responsibilities 
of  his  private  business  undertakmgs,  public 
duties  and  incidental  activities.  His  work  has 
been  constructive  in  all  its  phases,  and  he  has 
left  substantial  evidence  of  his  efficient  services 
wherever  he  has  been  engaged,  his  disposition 
to  make  the  most  of  the  possibilities  of  any 
conditions  setting  a  standard  highly  creditable 
to  his  enterprise  and  principles.  Mr.  McKinly 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  township  two 
miles  west  of  Clintonville,  May  21,  i860,  son 
of  Nathaniel  H.  McKinley  (as  his  ancestors 
spelled  the  name)  and  grandson  of  James 
McKinley,  an  influential  resident  of  this  region 
in  the  early  days. 

James  McKinley  was  born  in  1792  and  was 
of  Irish  Presbyterian  stock.  Before  settling  in 
this  region  he  lived  for  a  time  in  Beaver 
county,  Pa.,  and  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  1834 
coming  to  Venango  county  and  locating  in 
Irwin  (now  Clinton)  township,  on  a  tract 
originally  settled  by  John  Donaldson,  Mr. 
McKinley  purchasing  from  his  successor. 
Judge  Robert  Mitchell.  His  location  was  west 
of  Clintonville,  and  the  land  has  been  owned 
by  his  descendants  to  the  present  time.  By 
trade  he  was  a  carpenter  and  cabinetmaker, 
and  he  followed  that  calling  in  connection  with 
farming  for  some  time,  but  his  efforts  were  de- 
voted principally  to  agriculture  after  he  settled 
here,  and  he  was  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of 


the  township  as  well  as  a  trusted  official,  serv- 
ing as  school  director  in  Irwin  and  Clinton 
townships  and  taking  part  in  local  affairs  in 
other  capacities  as  well.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig  and  Republican,  and  in  religion  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Associate  Presbyterian  (later  the 
United  Presbyterian)  Church,  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  session  from  1851  to  the  close 
of  his  life.  Mr.  McKinley  married  Elizabeth 
McKelvey,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  yoimg.  Of 
the  others,  Mary  married  Thomas  Baird  and 
had  children,  James,  Cyrus,  Jefferson  and 
Calvin;  Martha  married  Robert  C.  Weakley 
(now  deceased),  but  had  no  children;  John, 
bom  in  Beaver  county  Jan.  i,  1820,  married 
Eliza  Orr  in  1846  and  later  Elizabeth  Moore, 
and  had  children  by  both  marriages,  having 
two  sons  and  four  daughters ;  James  was  mar- 
ried twice,  his  second  union  being  with  a  Miss 
Reimold,  by  whom  he  had  children,  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  Frank  Wiandt),  Philip  M.  and  James 
C. ;  Marvin  A.,  bom  Oct.  26,  1826,  in  Beaver 
county,  was  married  in  1871  to  Mary  A. 
Moore,  who  survived  him,  living  in  Qinton 
township  (they  had  no  children)  ;  Nathaniel 
H.,  twin  of  Marvin  A.,  was  the  father  of  H. 
J.  McKinly.  The  mother  died  in  1871,  the 
father  in  1872. 

Nathaniel  H.  McKinley  was  bom  Oct.  26, 
1826,  in  Beaver  county.  Pa.,  and  spent  his  boy- 
hood partly  in  Ohio,  being  eight  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Venango  county,  where  he 
grew  up  on  the  home  farm.  He  attended  the 
local  schools  and  assisted  his  father  wirh  the 
farm  work,  following  the  same  Ime  success- 
fully all  his  life  on  the  old  McKinley  property, 
now  owned  by  his  son.  Mr.  McKinley  was  a 
man  noted  for  his  abstemious  habits,  never 
using  even  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  was  thor- 
oughly respected  for  his  character  and  intel- 
ligence, being  a  useful  citizen  though  never  in 
public  life  in  any  capacity.  Politically  he  was 
a  Republican.  In  1851  Mr.  McKinley  married 
Catherine  Daugherty,  of  Clinton  township, 
who  was  born  June  i.  1825,  in  Indiana  county. 
Pa.,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Lewis)  Daugherty,  and  she  survived  him 
many  years,  dying  Dec.  18,  191 2.  His  death 
occurred  Sept.  12,  1891.  They  were  devoted 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  served  several  years  as  trustee.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McKinley  had  two  children,  Samuel 
dying  in  infancy ;  H.  John  is  mentioned  below. 

William  and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Daughert>\ 
parents  of  Mrs.  McKinley,  had  the  followii^ 
children :  Anna,  who  never  married,  lived  to 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years;  Rachel  died  un- 
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married ;  Catherine  was  tlie  wife  of  Nathaniel 
H.  McKinley ;  Mary  died  unmarried ;  William 
died  unmarried  when  over  seventy-nine  years 
old;  Hugh,  deceased,  was  twice  married,  but 
left  no  children.  The  mother  reached  the  age 
of  eighty- four  years,  dying  in  1871. 

H.  J.  McKinly  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
in  Clinton  township,  and  such  education  as  he 
received  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  was 
acquired  in  the  local  public  schools.  Subse- 
quently he  studied  at  the  Clintonville  Academy 
for  five  terms,  being  under  the  instruction  of 
Professors  Shannon,  McClintock  and  Riddle, 
and  he  also  had  a  term  at  Grove  City  College. 
His  course  in  civil  engineering  was  pursued 
under  the  direction  of  the  International  Cor- 
respondence Schools,  of  Scranton,  Pa.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years  he  had  b^^un  to  teach 
country  school,  following  the  profession  in 
Clinton  township  while  engaged  on  the  home 
farm  and  in  the  study  of  civil  engineering, 
turning  to  surveying  after  the  completion  of  his 
course  and  devoting  considerable  time  to  that 
calling  in  Venango  county  and  other  parts  of 
western  Pennsylvania.  For  nine  years  he  held 
the  office  of  county  surveyor.  Mr.  McKinly 
also  took  up  other  branches  of  engineering, 
such  as  street  grading  and  paving,  the  laying 
of  sewers,  etc.,  doing  especially  notable  work 
in  the  borough  of  Emlenton,  in  these  lines,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  for  fourteen  years  in 
all.  He  has  retained  possession  of  the  paternal 
homestead  and  also  owns  an  adjoining  farm  in 
the  township,  the  former  home  of  his  uncle 
William  Daugherty,  having  had  his  residence 
on  the  latter  place  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 
The  two  tracts  embrace  three  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land,  where  Mr.  McKinly  has  not  only 
been  profitably  engaged  in  general  farming 
but  also  in  the  production  of  oil,  having  about 
sixty  producing  wells  which  are  yielding  well. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  People's  National 
Bank  of  Clintonville  and  one  of  the  directors 
of  that  institution.  Besides  his  professional 
services  to  the  county,  Mr.  McKinly  has  in- 
terested himself  in  township  aflFairs.  has  been 
elected  auditor  several  times,  and  for  a  six 
years'  term  held  the  office  ^of  justice  of  the 
peace.  His  political  association  is  with  the 
Prohibition  party,  in  whose  behalf  he  has  been 
active  in  his  locality,  and  like  his  forefathers 
he  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  which  he  serves  officially  as 
member  of  the  session.  He  belongs  to  the 
Engfineering  Club  of  Venango  County. 

On  July  10,  i8q4,  Mr.  McKinly  married  H. 
Lissa  Schrefler,  of  Barkeyville,  Venango  coun- 
ty, and  their  home  place  at  Clintonville  is  one 


of  the  neatest  residences  in  the  locality.    They 
have  no  family. 

CHARLES  F.  SMITH,  a  resident  of  Oil 
City  and  a  member  of  the  Pioneer  Oil  Com- 
pany, now  in  the  first  rank  among  Venango 
county  oil  producers,  has  been  identified  with 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania  throughout  his 
lifetime. 

Charles  H.  Smith,  his  father,  lived  in 
western  Pennsylvania  from  the  time  of  his  ar- 
rival in  America,  when  thirteen  years  old,  dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  finding  employment  in 
the  oil  fields,  and  later  entering  the  service  of 
the  Oil  Well  Supply  Company  of  Oil  City.  He 
held  the  responsible  position  of  foreman,  and 
for  four  years  was  stationed  at  Franklin,  Ven- 
ango county,  in  that  capacity.  For  a  time  be- 
fore his  death  he  lived  retired  at  Oil  City, 
where  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.    He  was  a  native  of  England. 

Born  at  Titusville,  Pa.,  Dec.  2y,  1862, 
Charles  F.  Smith  lived  there  during  his  eariier 
years,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  for  the 
Express  Company  at  that  point,  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  in  1884  turning  to  railroad 
work,  which  he  has  continued  uninterruptedly 
since,  in  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company.  His  first  position  was  that  of 
baggage-master,  which  he  filled  more  than 
tweny  years,  in  1906  being  assigned  to  his 
present  duties,  as  conductor  on  passenger 
trains.  Mr.  Smith  has  discharged  all  of  his 
responsibilities  in  this  association  with  char- 
acteristic reliability,  and  has  broadened  his  in- 
terests by  taking  on  other  cares  of  a  business 
nature,  which  he  has  handled  capably.  Twenty 
years  ago  he  acquired  holdings  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania oil  fields,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
engaged  in  the  production  of  oil  and  allied  op- 
erations. As  a  producer  he  has  been  active 
principally  at  Pioneer,  a  field  which  has  "come 
back'*  notably  with  the  improvement  of  operat- 
ing methods.  He  formed  the  firm  of  Berry, 
Smith  &  Lay,  who  carried  on  operations  at 
Pioneer,  and  who  eventually  sold  out  to 
William  Straub,  of  Rouseville,  Pa.  At  present 
Mr.  Smith  is  in  partnership  with  George 
Brutche  and  O.  W.  Turk,  under  the  name  of 
the  Pioneer  Oil  Company,  whose  leases  at 
Pioneer  are  at  this  writing  yielding  the  largest 
production  in  the  county.  In  addition  they 
have  an  up-to-date  gasoline  plant  at  Pioneer. 
They  have  developed  business  interests  which 
compare  well  with  the  most  enterprising  activ- 
ities in  the  territory,  and  Mr.  Smith's  share  in 
the  success  of  the  company  has  brought  him 
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creditable  renown.    He  is  well  known  through 
the  various  associations. 

By  his  marriage  to  Mae  Zinn,  of  Erie,  Pa., 
Mr.  Smith  has  one  daughter,  Charlotte.  The 
family  are  Presbyterians  in  religious  connec- 
tion. Their  home  is  at  No.  614  West  First 
street.  Oil  City.  Fraternally  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Mason,  belo;iging  to  Shepard  Lodge,  No.  463, 
F.  &  A.  M.  of  Titusville,  and  he  also  holds 
membership  in  the  O.  R.  C.  at  Oil  City.  He  is 
a  substantial  citizen,  recognizing  his  obligations 
and  responding  to  them  promptly. 

HENRY  BUXTON,  one  of  the  foremost 
residents  of  Cherrytree  township,  and  owner 
of  some  of  the  most  desirable  farm  property 
in  Venango  county,  has  been  an  all-around 
successful  business  man  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
own  affairs  and  a  citizen  of  unquestioned 
worth  in  his  relations  to  the  community.  His 
home  place,  four  miles  south  of  Titusville,  has 
been  owned  in  the  family  for  almost  seventy 
years,  the  Buxtons  being  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  that  section. 

Mr.  Buxton  was  bom  July  25,  1835,  on 
Water  street,  Meadville,  Pa.,  son  of  Henry 
and  Ann  (Johnson)  Buxton  and  grandson  of 
Henry  Buxton.  ,  The  latter  made  his  home  at 
Five  Points,  in  Coolspring  township,  Mercer 
Co..  Pa.,  for  about  forty  years,  eventually 
moving  to  the  vicinity  of  New  Castle,  Pa., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven. 

As  a  lad  Henry  Buxton,  the  father,  served 
a  five  years'  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of 
wagonmaker  in  Derbyshire,  England.  He  had 
been  bound  for  six  years,  but  on  looking  up 
the  record  found  that  he  was  a  year  older 
than  it  was  supposed^  and  as  his  parents  were 
arranging  to  come  to  America  successfully 
claimed  the  legal  expiration  of  his  term.  How- 
ever, he  and  one  sister  remained  at  the  old 
home  a  year  longer,  following  them  to  Mercer 
county  in  1828.  During  his  earlier  manhood 
he  lived  at  Meadville  for  a  time,  operating  a 
brewery  there,  but  later  moving  to  Buxton's 
Mill,  east  of  Titusville,  Pa.,  which  he  later  ex- 
changed for  property  in  Titusville,  where  he 
resided  and  ran  a  wagonmaker's  shop.  In 
1 85 1  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Cherry- 
tree  township  from  Judge  Irwin,  this  being  the 
family  homestead,  where  his  son  Henry  now 
resides.  Henry.  Buxton,  Sr.,  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  ninety-three,  his  wife  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  They  had  the 
following  family :  John ;  Henry ;  Jane,  who 
married  John  Miller,  after  his  death  keeping 
the  store  and  post  office  at  Cherrytree  for 
thirty   years;    Mrs.    Esther   Nicodemus,   now 


living  at  Pittsburgh;  George,  who  spent  his 
life  in  this  vicinity;  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and 
Richard,  all  passing  away  quite  young. 

Henry  Buxton  has  been  operating  his  pres- 
ent property  from  youth.  He  bought  out  all 
the  other  interests  in  the  place,  keeping  the 
farm  intact  and  in  prime  condition,  with  all  the 
modern  improvements  of  convenience  and 
value.  He  has  erected  substantial  buildings, 
admirably  situated  and  adapted  to  their  respec- 
tive uses.  At  an  early  age  Mr.  Buxton  com- 
menced buying  stock,  devoting  considerable 
attention  to  sheep,  both  as  grower  and  buyer, 
and  collecting  many  hundreds  of  animals  for 
New  York  buyers,  covering  a  wide  territory 
while  following  that  business.  He  became 
known  as  a  leader  in  this  line ;  but  the  sheep's 
worst  enemy,  the  cur  dog,  finally  caused  such 
losses  as  to  drive  him  out  of  the  industry. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  was  interested  in  oil 
production,  which  he  found  profitable  even 
when  oil  was  selling  at  fifty  cents  a  barrel,  and 
though  he  had  the  usual  and  expected  fluctua- 
tions of  fortune  associated  with  that  business, 
finding  dry  holes  occasionally  as  the  reward  of 
investment  and  labor,  yet  on  the  whole  he  was 
successful  to  a  gratifying  extent.  Altogether 
he  has  sunk  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  wells, 
principally  on  his  own  farm,  though  he  has 
taken  promising  leases  elsewhere  as  well.  In 
all  his  enterprises  he  has  been  self-reliant  and 
independent,  proceeding  carefully  but  un- 
afraid. Mr.  Buxton  has  an  aflFable  disposition 
and  genial  nature,  and  he  has  found  great  en- 
joyment in  the  society  of  his  numerous  friends. 
He  was  devoted  to  his  parents,  and  rendered 
them  the  tenderest  care  throughout  their  life- 
time. 

Mr.  Buxton  remained  single  until  after  his 
father's  death.  He  married  Alice  Brightman, 
of  Crawford  county,  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Genevieve. 

PAUL  ELI  CUNNINGHAM,  M.  D..  of 
Clintonville.  has  had  a  successful  professional 
experience  and  has  also  been  closely  associated 
with  business  and  public  aflFairs  in  that  section 
of  Venango  county,  of  which  the  Cunninghams 
have  been  respected  residents  for  the  last 
seventy  years.  They  are  of  Scotch-Irish  origin 
and  an  old  family  in  Pennsylvania,  established 
here  during  the  Provincial  period.  The 
Doctor's  great-grandfather,  Benjamin  Cun- 
ningham, was  bom — probably  in  Lawrence  or 
Beaver  county — March  10,  1770,  but  it  is  not 
known  whether  he  was  a  son  or  grandson  qf 
the  immigrant  ancestor. 

William  Cunningham,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
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born    May    15,    1805,   probably   in   Lawrence 
county,  where  he  lived  until  his  removal  to 
Venango  county  in  1858.     Here  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1878,  and  he  was 
buried    at    Clintonville.      He    purchased    the 
Walter  farm  in  Clinton  township,  about  two 
miles  north  of  the  borough,  and  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  that  place.    On  Nov.  23, 
1826,    Mr.    Cunningham    married    Margaret 
White,  and  of  their  four  children  Eliza,  the 
eldest  daughter  and  the  last  survivor,  lived  at 
East  Brook,  Pa.,  near  New  Castle,  dyin^  Sept. 
ID,  1918;  Sarah  came  to  this  country  with  her 
father,  and  died  in   1895   (she  was  married 
three  times,  first  to  a  Mr.  Krise,  second  to  a 
Mr.  Walters,  and  later  to  Wallace  Crawford)  ; 
James   went  West  when  a   young  man  and 
settled  there,  but  he  died  in  Venango  county 
while  home  on  a  visit;  Milo  lived  in  Clinton 
township  until  his  removal  about  1885  to  a 
farm    near    North    Liberty,    Mercer    county, 
whence  about   1898  he  again  moved,  to  the 
place  where  he  died  and  which  his  son  Eslie 
now    occupies,    near    Plaingrove,    Lawrence 
county.    For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Cunningham 
married  Polly  Weimer,  who  was  killed  in  a 
runaway  accident.    Three  children  were  bom 
to  this  union :    William,  who  died  at  Clinton- 
ville in  1905,  lived  a  great  part  of  the  time 
with  his  brother   Henry;   he   married   Mary 
Walsmith,  who  since  his  death  has  become  the 
wife  of  John  Ross,  and  is  a  resident  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.    Henry  L.  was  the  father  of  Dr. 
Cunningham.      Margaret   married    Frank    P. 
Miller,   and   lives  at  Washington,   Pa.;   Mr. 
Miller  was  one  of  the  original  oil  drillers  in 
the  Bullion  field  in  Venango  county,  and  is  still 
engaged    in    drilling   in    Washington    county. 
Mr.  Cunningham  had  no  children  by  his  third 
wife,  who  survived  him.    He  and  his  second 
wife  were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Henry  Lewis  Cunningham  was  born  May  12, 
1848,  near  East  Brook,  in  Lawrence  coimty, 
Pa.,  and  as  a  child  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Venango  county,  growing  up  on  the  farm. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  in  his  youth  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  shoemaker's  trade  at  Franklin,  where  in 
1870  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Elias  Bor- 
land, as  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes  and  leather. 
In  1875  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  and 
went  out  to  the  Black  Hills,  but  returned  to 
Pennsylvania  the  following  autumn  and  en- 
tered the  shoe  business  in  Bradford,  remaining 
there  for  two  years.  The  oil  excitement 
brought  him  back  to  Clintonville,  where  he  be- 
came  owner  of  the  old   Cunningham   farm. 


upon  which  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  work  and  the  production 
of  oil,  which  he  foimd  upon  his  property  in 
paying  quantities.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he 
also  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  at  Qinton- 
ville,  which  he  carried  on  until  his  death.  He 
was  well  known  in  the  borough  and  township, 
where  he  filled  the  office  of  assessor  for  six 
years  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican. 
He  belonged  to  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Honor  at  Clintonville. 

In  1878  Mr.  Cunningham  married  Mary 
Elizabeth  Hovis,  who  was  bom  in  Venango 
county  March  4,  1849,  ^"^  survived  him,  mak- 
ing her  home  at  Clintonville.  Mr.  Cunningham 
passed  away  June  27,  1902.  They  had  two 
children,  bom  in  1880  and  1882,  respectively, 
who  died  unnamed.  Of  the  two  who  reached 
maturity,  Frank  William,  born  Sept.  6,  1884, 
died  April  29,  191 1,  survived  by  his  wife, 
Stella  M.  (Hoffman),  and  two  children. 
Howard  L.  and  Harold  F. ;  he  was  an  oil 
driller  for  some  time,  and  later  engaged  in 
business  as  member  of  the  firm  of  Hovis  & 
Cunningham,  general  merchants,  for  two  years 
before  his  death.  Paul  Eli  completes  the 
family. 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Hovis)  Cunningham 
remained  on  the  farm  for  two  years  after  her 
husband's  death,  and  has  since  resided  in  Clin- 
tonville. She  is  a  granddaughter  of  John  C. 
and  Elizabeth  (Walters)  Hovis  and  (iaughter 
of  EH  and  Barbara  (Monjar)  Hovis,  her 
mother  dying  in  1888,  her  father  Sept.  14, 
1 91 7.  For  some  years  prior  to  his  death  he 
was  a  resident  of  New  Castle,  Pa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hovis  had  the  following  children:  Dr. 
John  Franklin,  physician,  who  died  Dec.  26, 
1 91 6,  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  married  Fanny  Cobbet 
and  had  two  children,  Lyda  and  Frederick; 
Mary  Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  Henry  L. 
Cunningham ;  Jackson,  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  mar- 
ried Mattie  Crow  and  has  a  family;  Lydia, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Osbom,  a 
farmer,  of  Clintonville;  Richard  M.,  of  Clin- 
tonville, married  Frances  van  Dyke  and  has 
children,  Eli  (married  Luvisa  Murrin  and  has 
two  children),  Samuel  (of  Blairsville,  married 
Silvia  Vanderlin  and  has  one  child,  Wilda), 
Ollie  (widow  of  Hiram  Hilliard,  has  four 
children),  Elsie  (Mrs.  Warren  Kerr,  who  has 
two  children),  Myrtle,  Maizie  and  William; 
Mary  died  when  twelve  years  old;  Thomas 
lives  at  Butler,  Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
clerking:  Philip,  who  is  engaged  as  mail  car- 
rier at  Clintonville,  married  Irene  DuflFy  and 
has  four  children,  Francis,  Cathleen,  Richard 
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and  Duffy;  Florence  is  the  wife  of  William 
Crile,  a  railroad  detective,  of  Freeport,  Pa.; 
Barbara  married  John  Duffy,  of  Murrinsville, 
Pa.,  a  coal  driller ;  John  F.,  a  merchant  of  Clin- 
tonville,  married  Daisy  Davies;  Lillian  mar- 
ried Bert  McKain,  a  driller,  of  Clintonville, 
and  their  children  are  Theril  and  Vivian; 
Richard  is  a  merchant  at  Clintonville;  Julia 
married  Kenneth  Anderson,  of  Grove  City, 
and  lives  in  Butler,  Mr.  Anderson  being  em- 
ployed by  the  Standard  Steel  Car  Company. 

Paul  Eli  Cunningham  was  born  May  2, 
1886,  near  Clintonville,  on  the  family  home- 
stead two  miles  north  of  the  borough,  where 
he  was  reared.  After  attending  public  school 
in  the  town  four  years  he  entered  the  town- 
ship schools  and  eventually  the  high  school, 
but  the  institution  closed  after  he  had  com- 
pleted two  years  of  the  course.  So  in  1903 
he  became  a  student  in  the  Oil  City  Business 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1904.  During  the  next  two  years  he 
was  employed  in  the  oil  fields,  but  having  de- 
cided to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine  he 
started  his  course  in  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh in  October,  1906,  graduating  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  June,  1910.  Returning  to 
Clintonville,  he  was  soon  established  in  prac- 
tice, succeeding  Dr.  K.  M.  Hoffman,  whose  old 
office  he  continues  to  occupy,  and  for  three 
years  he  was  the  only  physician  in  the  borough. 
He  has  built  up  a  large  patronage  in  Clinton- 
ville and  the  surrounding  territory,  where  he 
Ts  as  much  esteemed  for  his  high  personal  char- 
acter as  for  his  professional  skill.  Dr.  Cun- 
ningham has  always  been  associated  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  community,  and  has  been 
given  the  opportunity  to  demonstrate  his  pub- 
lic spirit  in  official  capacities.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  local  board  of  health  for  five 
years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  five  or  six  years,  his  disinterested  serv- 
ices in  both  positions  winning  high  commenda- 
tion from  his  co-workers  as  well  as  his  fellow 
citizens.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist, and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League,  of  which  he  has  been  a  faith- 
ful supporter.  He  keeps  abreast  of  medical 
progress  and  in  touch  with  the  profession 
through  his  membership  in  the  County  and 
State  Medical  Societies  and  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  Emlenton  Lodge,  No.  562,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
at  Oil  City.  Dr.  Cunningham  is  one  of  the 
most  valued  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Clintonville,  serving  the  con- 
gregation as  tmstee  and  also  taking  an  active 


part  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday  school,  of 
which  he  has  been  superintendent  for  five 
years;  for  six  years' he  has  taught  the  Men's 
Bible  class.  With  his  various  interests  he  is 
a  very  busy  man,  yet  he  manages  to  be  loyal 
to  all  his  obligations.  He  retains  his  oil  inter- 
ests on  the  old  home  place,  which  consists  of 
two  hundred  acres  with  about  seventy  produc- 
ing wells,  and  ample  room  for  further  develop- 
ment. The  yield  comes  up  to  the  average  for 
second  sand  production. 

On  Nov.  19,  1913,  Dr.  Cunningham  married 
Mrs.  ,Stella  M.  (Hoffman)  Cunningham,  his 
brother's  widow,  and  they  have  had  one  child, 
Lois  Elizabeth. 

JOHN  L.  McKINLEY,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  in  French  Creek  township, 
one  mile  north  of  the  borough  of  Polk,  is  one 
of  the  most  progressive  residents  of  that  part 
of  Venango  coimty.  The  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  he  has  shown  in  his  work  has  been 
apparent  in  all  of  his  other  associations,  par- 
ticularly his  stand  on  public  questions,  in 
which  he  has  taken  a  live  interest. 

Mr.  McKinley  is  a  son  of  Stephen  A.  Mc- 
Kinley,  and  a  member  of  the  same  family  to 
which  President  McKinley  belonged.  His  fa- 
ther, born  in  1820  in  Wolf  Creek  township, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  came  to  Venango  county  in 
1847,  ^"d  ^^  1864  settled  at  the  present  home 
of  his  son  John  L.  McKinley,  there  obtain- 
ing 160  acres  of  land  whose  cultivation  and 
improvement  occupied  the  rest  of  his  life,  his 
death  occurring  there  Oct.  12,  1898.  He 
erected  all  the  buildings  standing  there  now, 
the  bam  in  1869  and  the  house  in  1881,  on 
the  site  of  one  that  had  burned  down.  His 
property  was  originally  a  part  of  the  old 
James  Gilliland  farm.  Mr.  McKinley  had 
good  ideas  and  the  ability  to  carry  them  out, 
and  though  his  educational  opportunities  had 
been  meager  he  overcame  his  early  disadvan- 
tages by  his  native  intelligence,  which  gained 
him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  him.  Although  he  was  never  sent  to 
school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old  he 
was  teaching  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  was 
so  engaged  in  one  school  in  Venango  county. 
He  and  others  started  a  cooperative  store  at 
Polk  and  conducted  it  as  manager,  hiring  a 
clerk  to  take  regular  charge  of  the  business, 
which  proved  a  success.  His  opinion  was  so 
highly  valued  by  his  neighbors  that  he  was 
often  asked  for  advice  on  legal  questions,  and 
he  was  called  upon  to  settle  various  estates, 
having  been  selected  by  the  interested  parties 
for  that  duty  and  formally  appointed  by  the 
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court.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Polk  M.  E. 
Church,  and  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  politi- 
cal convictions,  a  strong  supporter  of  Lincoln 
and  Garfield.  He  is  buried  in  the  Sandy  cem- 
etery. By  his  marriage  to  Mary  Austin  Mr. 
McKinley  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  of 
whom  we  have  the  following  record :  William, 
of  Polk,  this  county,  who  died  March  29, 
1 918;  Rev.  Dr.  R.  A.,  a  Presbyterian  minister, 
now  deceased,  his  widow  living  at  Wooster, 
Ohio;  Amos  A.,  who  died  in  1890;  Rev. 
Charles,  a  graduate  of  Wooster  (Ohio)  Col- 
lege, and  now  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at 
Stoneboro,.  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  once  located  at 
Clintonville,  Venango  county;  John  L. ;  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  Clinefelter,  who  died  in  1912.  The 
mother  survived  the  father  five^  years,  reach- 
ing the  same  age. 

Russell  A.  McKinley,  eldest  son  of  Rev.  Dr. 
R.  A.  McKinley,  was  in  the  United  States  serv- 
ice during  the  Spanish- American  war,  and 
while  in  Cuba  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes,  while 
working  with  dynamite.  He  afterward  at- 
tended a  school  for  the  blind,  read  law,  and 
is  now  in  practice  at  Long  Beach,  Cal.,  where 
he  lives.  He  receives  a  handsome  pension 
from  the  government.  Mr.  McKinley  married 
a  blind  girl. 

John  L.  McKinley  was  born  April  10,  1862, 
in  French  creek  in  French  Creek  township, 
Venango  county,  grew  up  at  his  present  home, 
and  had  the  best  educational  advantages  that 
the  locality  afforded.  As  a  youth  he  helped  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  store,  where 
he  was  occupied  entirely  for  two  years,  and 
before  his  marriage  took  entire  charge  of  the 
farm,  which  he  had  been  conducting  for  sev- 
enteen years  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 
Then  he  bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  property,  thus  becoming  sole 
ow^ner  of  the  place,  a  very  desirable  location 
near  the  borough  of  Polk  and  but  four  miles 
west  of  Franklin.  In  addition  to  general 
farming,  to  which  he  now  gives  his  attention, 
Mr.  McKinley  conducted  a  dairy  at  Polk  for 
twelve  years,  and  he  still  has  good  Holstein 
grade  cattle,  holding  to  high  standard  in  all 
his  work.  Like  his  father  he  is  a  man  of  active 
mind,  manifest  in  his  numerous  associations 
with  local  affairs,  public  and  social.  He  has 
served  on  the  school  board  and  is  the  present 
township  assessor,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
county  office,  though  a  popular  member  of  the 
Republican  party  and  local  committeeman.  He 
is  a  trustee  of  the  Polk  M.  E.  Church,  and 
well  known  in  the,  fraternal  bodies,  affiliating 
with  the  Odd  Fellows  at  Polk  and  the  blue 
lodge  of  Masons  at  Franklin.     He  is  a  past 


noble  grand  in  the  L  O.  O.  F.  and  representa- 
tive to  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  well  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rebekahs,  Mrs.  McKinley  being 
present  secretary  of  the  Rebekah  lodge,  of 
which  she  was  the  first  noble  grand. 

On  Jan.  2,  1884,  Mr.  McKinley  married 
Katherine  Stone,  of  Franklin,  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Mary  (Crocker)  Stone,, her  fa- 
ther now  living  retired  in  that  city.'  Three 
children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kinley: (i)  Mark  S.  now  owns  part  of  his 
father's  farm  and  makes  his  home  there.  He 
and  his  father  were  associated  in  the  dairy 
business  for  ten  years,  and  he  is  now  engaged 
in  teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  for 
some  time  before  his  marriage,  resuming  it 
after  several  years  in  other  work.  He  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  i6th  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and  of  late  has 
taken  great  interest  in  the  Boy  Scout  move- 
ment, being  at  present  a  district  director  and 
often  taking  charge  of  a  squad  of  boys  out 
camping.  '  He  believes  the  movement  to  be  a 
potent  factor  in  the  cultivation  of  true  patri- 
otism. Mark  S.  McKinley  married  Blanche 
Mulholland,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Rachel  Genevieve  and  Phyllis  Kathryn.  (2) 
Ethel  M.  was  graduated  from  the  John  A. 
Creighton  Medical  College  at  Omaha,  Nebr., 
and  began  practice  at  Tipton,  Iowa,  where  she 
met  and  married  Austin  H.  Bolton,  attorney, 
of  that  place.  They  are  now  established  at 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  engaged  in  successful  prac- 
tice at  their  respective  professions.  (3)  Lil- 
lian Estella  completed  the  high  school  course 
at  Polk,  Pa.,  afterward  graduated  from  the 
Cornell  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Mount  Ver- 
non, Iowa,  and  she  is  now  in  Des  Moines, 
that  state,  engaged  as  a  church  soloist  and 
choir  director.  She  married  Prof.  Ralph  F. 
Briggs,  also  a  graduate  of  Cornell,  Iowa,  who 
is  at  present  serving  his  country  in  the  Quar- 
termaster's Corps  at  Brest,  France.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McKinley  have  given  their  children  all 
the  advantages  possible  in  their  preparation 
for  their  life  work,  and  they  have  had  the  grat- 
ification of  feeling  that  their  efforts  have  been 
deeply  appreciated. 

JACOB  HOFFMAN  WALTER,  recently 
deceased,  was  the  owner  of  a  very  desirable 
farm  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Irwin  town- 
ship, lying  three  miles  west  of  Clintonville  on 
the  Clintonville  &  Harrisville  road.  It  was  his 
father's  home  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  is 
near  the  farm  where  his  grandfather,  John 
Walter,  settled  more  than  a  century  ago,  the 
W'alter   family  being  among  the  oldest   and 
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most  substantial  residents  of  this  portion  of 
Venango  county.  The  land  which  they  have 
improved  in  Irwin  township,  their  honorable 
reputation  for  integrity  in  business  transac- 
tions, and  high  personal  character,  are  suffi- 
cient to  explain  their  high  standing  in  the 
commtmity. 

It  wa§  about  1803-04  that  John  Walter  came 
to  this  region  with  his  brother  Peter,  to  secure 
land  more  cheaply  than  it  could  be  obtained 
in  the  more  settled  parts  of  the  State.  They 
located  two  miles  apart,  Peter  near  the  old 
log  church  two  miles  north  of  John,  where  he 
lived  and  died.  John  Walter  also  made  a  per- 
manent home  here,  near  the  late  home  of  his 
grandson  Jacob  H.  Walter,  his  land  lying  in 
both  Irwin  and  Clinton  townships,  with  the 
residence  in  Irwin.  There  he  died,  and  he  was 
buried  on  his  ninetieth  birthday.  He  married 
Magdalene  Chrisman  and  their  children  were : 
J^hn,  who  settled  near  his  uncle  Peter,  where 
his  son  John  now  lives ;  Jacob,  father  of  Jacob 
Hoffman  Walter ;  Peter,  who  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age  in  Scrubgrass  township,  this 
county;  Philip,  w^ho  was  the  father  of  Sam- 
uel Walter,  a  resident  of  Irwin  township; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  John  C.  Hovis  and 
lived  most  of  her  life  in  Irwin  township, 
though  she  died  at  Clintonville,  when  quite 
old;  Polly,  who  married  William  Morris  and 
died  in  Irwin  township  when  advanced  in 
years ;  and  Christina,  who  married  Ernest  Ho- 
vis (brother  of  John  C.  Hovis,  above),  she 
and  her  husband  both  dying  in  Irwin  town- 
ship when  well  along  in  years. 

Jacob  Walter,  son  of  John,  was  born  May 
3,  1800,  in  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  and 
was  a  young  child  when  the  family  settled  in 
Irwin  township.  Here  he  was  reared  amid 
the  rude  surroundings  then  customary  in  this 
region,  acquiring  what  education  he  could  in 
the  irregularly  conducted  schools  of  the  local- 
ity, but  getting  plenty  of  experience  in  prac- 
tical duties.  When  he  married  he  moved  to 
the  farm  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  Jacob 
until  his  death,  then  a  wild  tract,  on  which  he 
even  had  to  clear  the  ground  for  his  log  house. 
He  had  250  acres,  and  succeeded  in  putting 
half  of  it  under  cultivation,  farming  through- 
out his  active  years  and  remaining  there  until 
his  death,  June  25,  1884.  In  1850,  he  built 
a  house  which  forms  the  larger  part  of  the 
present  residence  on  the  farm,  and  made  other 
substantial  improvements  which  greatly  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  property.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years  he  married  Elizabeth 
Hoffman,  who  was  then  nineteen  years  old, 
and  who  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Hoffman 


whose  old  home  was  two  miles  west  of  Qin- 
tonville  on  the  Clintonville  and  Harrisville 
road,  where  the  water  trough  has  stood  for  a 
century.  Mrs.  Waher  died  in  February,  1877, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Sarah  died 
when  seventeen  years  old;  Mary  married  Se- 
bastian Ayres  and  moved  with  him  to  Iowa, 
where  he  died,  she  subsequently  marrying  a 
Mr.  Martin  and  residing  in  that  State  until 
her  death ;  Eveline  is  the  wife  of  George  Mc- 
Kinley,  of  Rocky  Grove.  Venango  county; 
Elizabeth  married  Finley  Surrena,  who  estab- 
lished the  store  at  Nectarine  now  owned  by 
his  grandson,  Floyd  Surrena ;  John  died  at  the 
age  of  forty  years,  on  part  of  the  home  farm 
(his  only  chil(J,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sutton,  lives  at 
Rocky  Grove)  :  Catherine  married  Joseph  Gil- 
more  and  both  died  in  Butler  county.  Pa.; 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Ghost  McFadden, 
of  Irwin  township ;  Phebe  Ann  married  Sam- 
uel Foreman,  and  both  died  in  Iowa;  Jacob 
Hoffman  is  mentioned  below;  Emily  died  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

Jacob  Walter  was  a  well  known  man  of  his 
day,  filling  a  number  of  township  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  school  director,  and  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  workings  of  the  Democratic 
party,  which  practically  all  the  Walters  have 
supported.  He  attended  the  Church  of  God 
at  Barkeyville,  four  aijd  a  half  miles  from  his 
home,  but  is  buried  at  the  Peter's  Chapel  M. 
E.  Church,  whose  cemetery  site  was  bought 
from  him.  The  church  stands  on  the  farm 
of  J.  W.  Walter  on  a  site  bought  from  his  fa- 
ther. J.  M.  Walter,  being  land  which  he  had 
formerly  purchased  from  Jacob  Walter. 

Jacob  Hoffman  Walter  was  bom  Oct.  5, 
1846,  on  the  farm  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  and  on  the  site  of  his  dwelling  there. 
Here  he  was  reared  and  educated,  attended 
the  home  schools  as  opportunity  offered,  and 
had  the  usual  experiences  of  farmers'  sons  of 
his  day,  beginning  work  early,  as  was  then  cus- 
tomary, owing  to  the  hard  conditions  of  the 
times.  He  found  his  life  work  at  his  birth- 
place, caring  for  his  parents  until  they  died, 
and  the  farm  was  in  his  possession  afterward. 
He  never  ceased  to  better  conditions  on  his 
property,  adopting  modern  methods  and  pro- 
curing up-to-date  equipment,  and  his  tract  of 
108  acres  gave  every  evidence  of  thoughtful 
management.  The  home  and  its  surroundings 
are  neat  and  attractive.  He  enlarged  the  house 
which  his  father  had  erected  in  1850,  and  put 
uo  all  the  other  buildings  now  in  use  on  the 
place,  also  turning  its  natural  advantages  to 
good  use.      There  are  both  coal  and  lime  de- 
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posits  on  his  land,  and  he  employed  the  lime 
extensively  in  increasing  the  fertility  of  the 
soil,  having  been  well  repaid  for  his  labors 
in  this  direction.  Besides  cultivating  his  land, 
Mr.  Walter  found  profitable  employment  in 
the  breeding  of  Hampshire  swine  and  Here- 
ford cattle,  finding  it  more  satisfactory  to  di- 
vide his  eflForts  among  several  lines  of  agri- 
culture. He  took  a  public-spirited  interest  in 
township  affairs,  and  gave  such  capable  serv- 
ice as  a  member  of  the  school  board  that  he 
was  retained  until  he  refused  to  accept  office 
any  longer.    He  died  June  26,  1918. 

In  1^5  Mr.  Walter  leased  part  of  his  farm 
for  oil  development,  which  has  been  continued 
ever  since,  there  being  at  the  present  time 
twenty-eight  producing  wells,  with  a  yield 
fully  up  to  the  average. 

In  1870  Mr.  Walter  was  married  to  Nancy 
Jane  Adams,  of  Wesley,  who  died  in  1888, 
leaving  two  children:  Emily  Florence,  wife 
of  Richard  Monjar,  a  farmer  of  Irwin  town- 
ship; and  Clara  Belle,  wife  of  Carlile  Hoff- 
man, also  an  Irwin  township  farmer.  On 
June  6,  1889,  Mr.  Walter  married  (second) 
Margaret  McBride,  daughter  of  James  and 
Nancy  (Nelson)  McBride,  farming  people  of 
Pine  township,  Mercer  county.  Mrs.  Walter 
was  educated  in  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School  and  Grove  City  College,  and  taught 
three  years  before  her  marriage,  one  year  at 
BarkeyviUe.  She  attends  the  Peter's  Chapel 
M.  E.  Church,  as  did  also  Mr.  Walter.  There 
was  one  child  by  this  rharriage,  James  Philip 
Walter,  bom  June  27,  1891,  who  died  Nov. 
22,  1918.  He  was  married  June  14,  1916,  to 
Florence  Elizabeth  McFadden,  of  Butler 
county,  who  was  a  school  teacher  there.  He 
took  a  very  active  interest  in  farming  through- 
out his  life. 

EDWARD  E.  BORLAND  is  now  residing 
on  the  old  Borland  farm  in  Rockland  town- 
ship, conceded  to  be  the  finest  agricultural 
property  in  that  section,  and  improved  largely 
through  the  industry  of  his  father,  the  late 
Samuel  Borland.  His  grandfather,  S.  H.  Bor- 
land, settled  in  Rockland  township  as  far  back 
as  1826,  being  the  first  of  the  family  to  own 
this  homestead.  He  met  an  untimely  death, 
being  drowned  when  the  boat  sank  on  which 
he  was  taking  iron  to  Pittsburgh,  in  order  to 
secure  lumber  for  the  construction  of  the 
house  which  now  stands  on  the  farm,  and 
which  was  finished  by  his  son  Hutchison.  S. 
H.  Borland  is  buried  here.  His  widow  lived 
to  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  making  her 
home  with  her  son  Samuel,  who  eventually 


bought  out  the  heirs  to  the  home  farm  (in 
1878),  remaining  there  all  his  life.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Borland  had  the  following  children: 
Hutchison,  who  moved  to  Cranberry  town- 
ship, where  he  died  when  fifty-one  years  old; 
John,  who  also  settled  in  Cranberry  township, 
and  died  when  seventy-eight  years  old;  Sam- 
uel, father  of  Edward  E.  Borland;  Andrew, 
who  was  a  blacksmith  at  Freedom  and  later 
in  the  hotel  business  in  Allegheny  county,  dy- 
ing near  Pittsburgh ;  Robert  S.,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  Allegheny  College,  entered  the  min- 
istry of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
served  at  Sharon  (Ohio)  and  other  towns,  and 
died  at  Mercer,  Pa.;  and  Rachel,  who  re- 
mained with  her  mother  until  the  latter's  death 
and  then  lived  with  her  brother  John,  dying 
at  his  home  in  Cranberry  township  when  past 
seventy. 

Samuel  Borland  was  bom  Feb.  13,  1829,  on 
the  farm  where  his  son  Edward  now  fives, 
and  which  formerly  comprised  165  acres, 
forty  of  which  he  sold.  It  lies  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Freedom  and  half  a  mile  from 
Davis  Corners,  in  the  center  of  a  tract  some 
two  miles  in  diameter  which  contains  sev- 
eral good  farms — the  only  part  of  the  town- 
ship favorable  for  agriculture.  Samuel  Bor- 
land carried  on  the  improvement  of  his  prop- 
erty throughout  his  life,  following  g^eral 
farming  very  successfully,  rebuilt  the  house, 
built  a  substantial  barn  in  1878,  and  led  a  busy 
and  useful  life.  He  was  associated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  like  his  father  before  him, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics  and 
public  affairs,  filling  township  offices  accept- 
ably and  giving  such  duties  the  intelligent  at- 
tention characteristic  of  him  in  a^l  his  under- 
takings. He  held  membership  in  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Davis  Corners. 

In  1855  Mr.  Borland  married  Maria  Nieely, 
who  was  eight  years  his  junior,  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Jane  (Karnes)  Nicely,  of  Rich- 
land township,  this  county,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  Emerson  B. 
lived  at  Wray,  Colo.,  for  fifteen  years,  and 
died  in  February,  191 8,  at  Denver,  that  State; 
Emma  A.  married  Joseph  G.  Bowman,  and 
died  when  thirty-five  years  old ;  Charles  R.  was 
formerly  a  merchant  at  Harrisville,  Butler 
Co.,  Pa. :  Edward  E.  is  mentioned  below ; 
Luella  is  the  wife  of  E.  D.  Felt,  a  merchant  at 
Davis  Corners;  Austin  N.  lives  at  the  old 
home;  F.  Leslie  was  formerly  a  merchant  at 
Emlenton :  Alva  H.  is  general  manager  of  the 
Wray  Telephone  Company  at  Wray,  Colo. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  March  21, 
1890,  the  mother  in  1891,  of  typhoid  fever. 
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Edward  E.  Borland  was  bom  Feb.  14,  1861, 
at  the  site  of  his  present  home,  where  he  grew 
up,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  During  his  early 
manhood  he  became  interested  in  a  mercantile 
business  at  Rockland,  where  he  kept  store  for 
twenty-three  years,  returning  to  the  home 
farm  in  1908,  when  he  withdrew  from  that 
line.  He  continues  to  operate  the  place,  which 
still  constitutes  part  of  his  father's  estate,  and 
has  identified  himself  with  the  progressive 
farmers  of  the  township,  holding  membership 
in  the  Grange  and  taking  a  real  interest  in 
everything  concerning  local  advancement.  Mr. 
Borland  has  formed  other  important  business 
associations,  being  a  stockholder  in  several 
companies  engaged  in  oil  and  gas  production  in 
the  Pennsylvania  and  West  yirginia  fields.  In 
citizenship  he  ranks  deservedly  with  the  best 
elen^nt  in  the  township,  which  he  has  served 
in  vaHous  offices,  performing  his  public  duties 
with  the  same  care  that  his  other  responsi- 
bilities receive.  He  and  his  brothers  have  all 
supported  the  Republican  party. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Bor- 
land was  married  to  Delia  Forker,  daughter 
of  John  B.  Forker,  a  former  oil  man  and 
farmer  still  residing  in  Rockland  township, 
and  seven  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union:  Florence  C,  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Clarion  and  now  teaching 
in  the  primary  department  of  the  Rockland 
township  school ;  Edith  L.,  a  high  school  stu- 
dent; E.  Marie,  also  attending  high  school; 
Catherine,  who  died  when  two  years  old; 
Helen;  J.  Edwin;  and  M.  Lois.  The  family 
attend  the  Unity  Church.  Their  pleasant 
home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the 
township. 

JAMES  LOUIS  ROBBINS  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  various  activities  of  Oil 
City  representative  of  the  life  of  the  commu- 
nity, taking  a  useful  part  in  its  social  and  pub- 
lic enterprises  as  well  as  in  business.  He  has 
lived  there  from  childhood,  his  father,  the  late 
Samuel  Glenn  Robbins,  having  settled  in  the 
city  in  1880. 

Samuel  Glenn  Robbins  was  born  Jan.  9, 
1841,  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  attending  Westminster 
College  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  He 
serv^ed  three  years  in  that  conflict,  enlisting  in 
1861  in  Company  H,  150th  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment, which  was  recruited  at  Meadville.  At 
that  time  his  home  was  in  Cochranton,  Craw- 
ford county.  He  was  in  the  actions  at  Gettys- 
burg and  the  Wilderness,  where  he  was  severely 


wounded  by  an  exploding  shell  which  tore 
away  the  left  side  of  his  face,  rendering  him 
unconscious,  in  which  condition  he  was  taken 
prisoner.  After  seven  months'  confinement  in 
Andersonville  he  was  paroled  and  taken  to 
Washington,  and  after  his  exchange  remained 
there  until  mustered  out.  On  his  return  to 
Pennsylvania  he  located  at  Sandy  Lake,  Mer- 
cer county,  teaching  in  the  schools  of  Venango 
and  Mercer  counties  for  a  period  of  thirteen 
years,  later  embarking  in  the  grocery  business, 
which  he  continued  until  his  removal  to  Oil 
City  in  1880.  Here  he  was  engaged  as  station- 
ary engineer  at  the  old  Imperial  Works,  in 
Siverly  (now  the  Tenth  ward  of  Oil  City), 
filling  that  position  until  the  works  were  dis- 
mantled. For  many  years  he  was  prominent  in 
public  life,  serving  about  eighteen  years  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  until  his  death ;  many  years  as 
member  of  the  school  board;  and  a  term  as 
county  auditor,  which  office  he  was  also  hold- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan.  30,  1900.  He 
was  accidentally  killed  on  the  railroad  bridge 
at  Siverly,  falling  into  the  icy  Allegheny.  He 
is  buried  at  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer  county.  Mr. 
Robbins  was  a  prominent  Republican,  a  mem- 
ber of  Hayes  Post,  No.  167,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Oil 
City,  and  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Oil  City. 

By  his  first  wife,  Jennie  (Alexander),  of 
Mercer  county,  Mr.  Robbins  had  one  child, 
Mary  Evangeline,  both  being  deceased.  His 
second  marriage  was  to  Nancy  Shiner,  who 
was  bom  in  i860  in  Cranberry  township,  Ve- 
nango county,  and  died  in  1884  in  Siverly,  leav- 
ing two  children:  Alice  M.,  wife  of  Charles 
M.  Coughlan,  a  painter,  of  Siverly ;  and  James 
Louis,  mentioned  below.  His  third  wife,  Grace 
Longw^ll,  died  without  issue,  and  he  is  sur- 
vived by  his  fourth  wife,  Emma  (Cross),  of 
Sandy  Lake,  Pa.,  who  lives  at  Grove  City,  Pa., 
with  their  only  child,  Glenna.  The  latter  is  a 
graduate  of  Grove  City  high  school,  where  she 
was  awarded  second  honors  in  a  class  of  fifty- 
two  pupils,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Grove  City 
College. 

James  Louis  Robbins  was  bom  April  30, 
1878,  at  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
was  brought  to  South  Oil  City  in  the  spring  of 
1886,  the  family  later  locating  in  the  section 
then  known  as  Siverly,  where  he  attended  the 
lower  and  high  grade  schools.  He  learned 
blacksmithing  with  John  T.  Parsons,  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  the  trade,  being  later  employed 
in  that  capacity  in  the  machine  shops  of  the  Oil 
City  Tube  Company  and  the  Oil  Well  Sup- 
ply Company.  In  January,  1905,  he  entered  the 
Oil  City  post  office,  and  after  four  months 
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there  was  made  superintendent  of  the  South 
Side  station,  where  he  is  still  engaged.  He  has 
been  active  in  local  musical  circles,  as  comet 
player  and  band  director,  having  played  the 
alto  horn  in  the  Siverly  Cornet  Band  under  C. 
W.  Downing,  director,  until  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  William  Roth  in  the  organization 
known  as  Roth's  Citizens'  Band.  In  1912  he 
org:anized  the  Citizens'  Band  of  Oil  City,  of 
which  he  was  director,  and  which  in  December, 
1915,  was  mustered  into  the  j6th  Regiment, 
N.  G.  P.,  as  regimental  band,  taking  the  place 
of  the  band  formerly  located  at  Butler,  with 
Mr.  Robbins  filling  the  position  of  chief  mu- 
sician and  director.  On  June  22,  191 6,  they 
were  mustered  into  the  Federal  service  and 
sent  to  Mount  Gretna,  Pa.,  and  then  to  El 
Paso,  Texas,  Camp  Stewart,  in  the  Mexican 
border  service,  being  kept  there  until  recalled 
by  the  government  in  January,  1917.  Mr.  Rob- 
bins  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Oil 
City  on  account  of  having  a  dependent  family, 
but  the  band  was  merged  into  the  112th  Regi- 
ment, now  in  France.  In  June,  191 7,  he  or- 
ganized the  local  Boy  Scout  Band,  which  con- 
sists of  forty-eight  members,  fully  ecjuipped 
with  instruments  and  uniforms.  Dunng  the 
Spanish- American  war,  in  1898,  Mr.  Robbins 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  i6th  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, tmder  Capt.  D.  K.  James  and  Col. 
Willis  J.  Hulings,  which  left  Charleston,  S.  C, 
July  20,  1898,  and  landed  at  Porto  Rico  July 
28th,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Coamo.  He 
had  enlisted  for  the  period  of  the  war,  and 
was  mustered  out  at  Oil  City  Dec.  28,  i89i8,  re- 
ceiving an  honorable  discharge.  He  has  regis- 
tered through  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  service 
overseas,  for  which  his  previous  military  and 
musical  experience  has  fitted  him  thoroughly. 

Mr.  Robbins  has  been  a  loyal  citizen  and  has 
filled  a  prominent  place  in  the  administration 
of  municipal  affairs,  serving  two  terms  as  clerk 
of  the  borough  council  of  Siverly,  in  which 
position  he  succeeded  his  father,  during  James 
S.  Hanna's  term  as  burgess.  Like  his  father 
he  is  a  Republican  in  political  connection.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle  and 
of  its  orchestra,  knd  an  official  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  where  he  is  filling  his  third  term 
as  treasurer  and  has  been  deacon  two  years. 

Mr.  Robbins  married  Lena  R.  Lichtenberger, 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Nancy  (Elder) 
Lichtenberger,  the  former  of  whom  is  engaged 
as  a  pipe  fitter  in  the  Eclipse  Works  at  Frank- 
lin, Pa.  They  have  two  children,  Marion  El- 
der, bom  March  13,  1904,  a  student  in  the 
Junior  high  school,  and  Josephine  Louise,  bom 
July  7,  1910. 


CHARLES  W.  ALLISON,  of  Franklin,  su- 
perintendent of  the  pattern  department  of  the 
American  Steel  Foundries  in  that  city,  is  a 
mechanic  of  wide  experience  in  his  line  and 
well  qualified  for  the  responsible  duties  of  his 
present  position.  Following  the  work  for 
which  he  was  evidently  best  fitted  by  nature, 
his  restless  ambition  has  led  him  to  broaden  his 
knowledge  of  his  chosen  calling  by  employment 
in  a  number  of  plants  of  leading  importance  in 
the  iron  and  steel  industry,  with  the  result  that 
he  has  become  highly  proficient  and  acquired  a 
reputation  for  competence  that  makes  his  serv- 
ices highly  rated.  The  greater  part  of  his  ma- 
ture life  has  been  spent  at  Franklm,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  as  a  skilled  worker  or  execu- 
tive in  several  of  the  largest  industrial  estab- 
lishments, as  well  as  in  business  on  his  own 
account. 

Mr.  Allison  is  a  native  of  Belleville,  111.,  bom 
in  1875,  and  his  father,  Robert  H.  Allison,  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  molder.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  at  his  birthplace,  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  he  began  work  early,  being 
but  twelve  years  old  when  he  commenced  his 
first  regular  employment  in  the  city  of  Belle- 
ville, III.,  in  the  Rodgers  foundry.  He  learned 
stove  mounting  and  followed  it  for  three  and 
a  half  years,  but  the  work  was  not  to  his  liking, 
so  he  decided  to  try  pattemmaking.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  in  the  Granite  City  plant  of 
the  American  Steel  Foundries,  where  he  re- 
mained three  and  a  half  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
period  coming  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  entering  the 
employ  of  James  Smith  in  the  Boston  Iron 
Works.  In  that  establishment  he  not  only 
had  experience  at  the  regular  work  of  his  trade 
but  also  acquired  his  first  knowledge  of  oil 
tank  work.  After  eleven  months  in  Mr. 
Smith's  employ  he  retumed  to  Granite  City, 
where  he  married,  soon  returning  to  Franklin 
with  his  young  wife  and  establishing  a  home 
here.  With  U.  H.  Eshelman,  contractor,  he 
assisted  on  the  construction  of  the  Chicago 
Pneumatic  Tool  Company's  plant  at  Franklm 
and  the  Grant  tool  works  here,  being  so  occu- 
pied for  about  two  years.  His  next  work  was 
for  the  Colburn  Machine  Tool  Company,  for 
which  he  built  all  the  large  pattems  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  large  boring  mills,  spend- 
ing about  fourteen  months  at  that.  For  another 
fourteen  months  he  had  charge  of  the  pattern 
department  in  the  brass  factory  operated  by 
the  late  Charles  N.  Hough,  changing  from  that 
employ  to  the  American  Steel  Foundries,  where 
he  worked  as  a  journeyman  a  short  period. 
Subsequently  he  was  with  the  Shepherd  Engi- 
neering Company  as  assistant  foreman  until 
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they  sold  out,  when  he  joined  Robert  Ramsey 
in  an  independent  business  venture,  the  firm  of 
Ramsey  &  Allison  carrying*  on  a  shop  in  the 
Third  ward  and  making  patterns  for  the  trade 
in  this  section.  The  association  lasted  for  nine- 
teen months,  when  Mr.  Allison  sold  his  interest 
to  his  partner  and  resumed  work  at  his  trade 
with  the  Chicago  Pneumatic  Tool  Company  for 
a  little  while.  He  then  went  to  Erie,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  employed  three  months  in  the  Modern 
Pattern  Works,  following  with  a  short  experi- 
ence in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  three 
months  in  the  Colson  pattern  shop  and  a  brief 
period  with  the  Snow  Steam  Pump  Works. 
Coming  back  to  Franklin  he  was  again  with  the 
Chicago  Pneumatic  Tool  Company,  but  soon 
entered  upon  his  present  connection  with  the 
American  Steel  Foundries,  having  charge  of 
the  pattern  department  until  the  Franklin  plant 
closed  down  and  being  transferred  to  the  com- 
pany's plant  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  until  operations 
were  resumed  at  Franklin.  There  are  seven- 
teen men  under  his  direction  in  the  department, 
and  Mr.  Allison  has  kept  its  record  fully  up  to 
the  requirements  of  the  high  standard  adopted 
in  the  American  Steel  Foundries.  He  has  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  important  rela- 
tion of  its  work  to  the  general  success  of  the 
plant  and  the  mechanical  knowledge  and  skill  to 
meet  its  exactions.  Personally  he  bears  a  name 
for  high  character  and  conscientious  service 
wherever  known.  He  is  a  substantial  citizen 
and  takes  a  public-spirited  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  day,  though  he  is  not  active  in  such  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  Allison  married  Julia  Elliott,  of  Granite 
City,  111.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Esther 
Irene,  who  is  now  attending  the  Franklin  high 
school.  The  family  home  is  on  Grant  street,  in 
the  Third  ward.  They  are  Presbyterians  in 
church  connection. 

LEWIS  T.  CALL  has  developed  some  pay- 
ing oil  properties  in  Cranberry  township,  where 
he  is  now  a  prosperous  producer,  operating 
over  sixty  wells  which  yield  profitably.  He 
has  been  a  very  busy  man,  never  sparing  him- 
self in  striving  for  the  success  he  desired,  and 
his  industry  has  been  repaid  generously.  The 
Call  farm,  formerly  owned  by  his  father,  is 
now  a,  valuable  oil  tract,  of  which  he  is  part 
owner,  also  holding  an  oil  lease  there  with 
.  over  thirty  producing  wells.  The  Calls  have 
long  been  known  for  their  substantial  quali- 
ties and  thrift,  being  thoroughly  deserving  of 
the  large  measure  of  prosperity  which  has 
come  to  them.  They  are  of  German  origin, 
the   grandfather    of    Lewis    T.    Call   having 


brought  his  family  from  Germany  to  America, 
settling  near  Pittsburgh,  in  Allegheny  cotmty, 
Pa.    He  remained  there  imtil  his  death. 

Lewis  Call,  father  of  Lewis  T.  Call,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  accompanied  his  father 
to  this  country.  He  learned  the  trade  of  tailor, 
and  after  he  was  grown  left  Pittsburgh  for 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  then  a  primitive  town, 
where  he  established  himself  in  business  and 
did  well.  He  acquired  valuable  land  there, 
and  continued^  to  reside  at  Indianapolis  until 
his  removal  to  Franklin,  Pa.  Here  also  he 
engaged  in  tailoring,  doing  a  thriving  busi- 
ness and  becoming  well  known  for  his  ability 
and  good  judgment.  He  owned  the  tract  in 
Cranberry  township  now  in  the  possession  of 
his  estate,  accumulating  an  ample  competence 
in  the  course  of  his  active  career.  His  wife, 
Harriet  Isabel  (Cunningham),  died  March  lo, 
1908,  Mr.  Call  surviving  until  1913.  They  are 
buried  in  the  Brandonburg  cemetery  in  Cran- 
berry township. 

Lewis  T.  Call,  son  of  Lewis  and  Harriet  I. 
(Cunningham)  Call,  was  born  in  1861  at 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  He  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Venango  county.  Pa.,  and  was  vari- 
ously employed  before  he  decided  to  give  all 
his  attention  to  the  oil  business,  his  early  expe- 
riences developing  his  self-reliance  and  initia- 
tive, and  also  giving  him  an  opportunity  to 
become  familiar  with  mechanical  work,  which 
he  has  found  very  useful  in  his  independent 
operations.  For  five  years  he  was  engaged  in 
a  boiler  and  tank  shop  at  Franklin,  and  he 
was  located  in  Oil  City  for  a  time,  as  cook  at 
the  "Buffalo  House."  Then  he  followed  the 
carpenter's  trade  for  eight  years,  and  was  also 
employed  in  a  machine  shop,  before  he  became 
interested  in  oil  production.  He  commenced 
that  business  in  Cranberry  township,  purchas- 
ing the  General  Wiley  farm,  where  he  has 
been  operating  ever  since,  having  twenty-eight 
active  wells  there  at  the  present  time.  Be- 
sides, he  holds  a  lease  on  part  of  his 
father's  old  farm,  with  thirty-four  wells  yield- 
ing. Mr.  Call  manages  all  the  details  of  the 
work  personally,  keeping  his  properties  up  sys- 
tematically, a  policy  which  he  has  found  to  be 
well  worth  while. 

In  1904  Mr.  Call  married  Emma  Barber. 
They  have  no  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Call  are 
highly  respected  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Franklin,  and  held  in 
friendly  esteem  by  their  many  acquaintances 
in  the  city  and  township. 

HENRY  P.  WEGE.  now  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Oil  City  as  a  dealer  in  oil  well,  refinery 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


973 


and  mill  supplies,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1868,  at 
Pleasantville,  Venango  county,  at  which  place 
his  parents  have  resided  for  over  half  a  cen- 
tury. They  are  among  the  most  honored  and 
respected  people  of  the  community,  and  all  of 
the  members  of  their  large  family  have  become 
useful  citizens  and  creditable  representatives 
of  the  name. 

Henry  J.  E.  Wege,  father  of  Henry  P.  Wege, 
was  bom  Sept.  30,  1836,  at  Oelza,  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  and  grew  up  in  his  native  land.  In 
i860  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel,  landing  at  New  York,  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  having  relatives  at 
that  point,  where  he  remained  about  two  years. 
In  May,  1862,  he  located  at  Buflfalo,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  carpenter  for 
another  two  years  or  more,  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence at  Pleasantville,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  in 
May,  1865.  Here  he  continued  to  work  at  his 
trade  several  years  as  a  rig  builder  and  gen- 
eral contractor,  until  he  opened  a  l^akery  which 
he  carried  on  until  1876,  using  the  old-style 
bride  ovens  and  other  equipment  typical  of  the 
times  and  apparently  adequate  for  all  purposes. 
Having  put  in  a  stock  of  groceries  soon  after 
beginnmg  the  business,  he  soon  devoted  himself 
entirely  to  that  branch  of  the  trade,  discontinu- 
ing the  bakery  in  the  year  mentioned  and  giv- 
ing all  his  time  to  the  general  grocery,  flour  and 
feed  line,  in  which  he  enjoyed  a  large  patron- 
age until  his  recent  retirement,  in  June,  191 7. 
During  his  active  years  he  was  also  profitably 
interested  in  the  production  of  oil,  at  Pleasant- 
ville and  in  the  Bradford  (Pa.)  field.  Mr. 
Wege  maintained  a  public-spirited  attitude  on 
public  affairs  from  the  time  of  his  settlement 
at  Pleasantville,  and  took  part  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  local  government  as  school  di- 
rector and  member  of  the  borough  council,  giv- 
ing his  best  efforts  to  the  duties  of  these  offices 
and  to  the  furtherance  of  all  good  enterprises 
set  on  foot  in  the  community.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  well  known  in  fraternal 
■circles  in  this  section,  being  a  member  of  the 
Harugari  and  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in 
northwestern  Pennsylvania,  belonging  to  Oil 
Creek  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  chapter 
and  commandery  at  Titusville.  He  took  part 
in  the  parade  on  the  day  of  President  Gar- 
field's burial. 

On  April  5,  1863,  Mr.  Wege  was  married  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  Minnie  Henn,  a  native  of 
Kaiserslautem,  Bavaria,  Germany,  bom  May 
15,  1841,  who  came  to  America  in  the  fall  of 
1854  with  her  parents,  one  brother  and  two 
sisters,  the  family  settling  immediately  at  Buf- 


falo. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wege  have  had  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  namely:  Bertha  married 
Jacob  Schwartz,  and  both  are  now  deceased; 
Frederick,  a  machinist,  of  Butler,  Pa.,  married 
Lena  Muhr ;  Henry  P.  is  next  in  order  of  birth ; 
William,  a  driller,  of  Oil  City,  married  Minnie 
Strasser ;  Andrew  is  engaged  as  a  carpenter  at 
Pleasantville  and  living  with  his  parents ;  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Leon  Temple,  who  is  engaged  at 
the  Institution  for  the  Feeble-Minded  at  Polk. 
Venango  county;  Margaret  died  in  infancy; 
Minnie  is  the  wife  of  George  Drayer,  a  farmer 
of  Meadville,  Pa. ;  John,  of  Titusville,  engaged 
as  a  chauffeur,  married  Minnie  Roggencamp; 
Louise  died  in  infancy;  Nellie  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  McKie,  of  Titusville,  proprietor  of  the 
Titusville  Garage.  At  the  parents'  golden  wed- 
ding celebration  April  5,  1913,  the  nine  surviv- 
ing children  were  present. 

Henry  P.  Wege  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  Pleasantville.  When  a  boy  of  fifteen 
he  entered  the  employ  of  George  Eiss,  a  general 
merchant  at  South  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  as  a  clerk, 
remaining  with  him  three  years  and  during  the 
next  two  years  with  Frank  J.  Miller,  a  whole- 
sale grocer  of  Buffalo,  now  deceased.  He  was 
next  with  the  Morgan  Furniture  Company,  of 
Buffalo,  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  capacity 
of  shipping  clerk,  changing  to  the  service  of 
the  United  States  Express  Company  at  Buffalo 
as  freight  transfer  man.  After  two  years  in 
that  position  he  was  again  at  Pleasantville  for 
a  few  years,  driving  team,  hauling  pipe  for  the 
Standard  Oil  Company.  Having  spent  a  year 
traveling,  for  pleasure,  he  then  located  at  Bev- 
erly, Mass.,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  ma- 
chine hand  in  a  branch  plant  of  the  United 
States  Shoe  Machine  Company,  in  the  depart- 
ment where  Niggerhead  lasting  machines  were 
turned  out,  continuing  a  year  in  that  employ. 
His  next  position  was  with  the  Boston  Transit 
Commission  at  Boston,  Mass.,  building  and 
foundation  contractors,  by  whom  he  was  ap- 
pointed foreman  on  the  construction  of  the 
Boston  Subway,  remaining  a  year  in  that  ca- 
pacity. During  the  year  and  a  half  succeeding 
he  was  with  the  John  F.  Nickerson  Company, 
wholesale  grocers  of  Boston,  in  the  packing  de- 
partment, changing  from  that  house  to  Gilman 
F.  Parker,  wholesale  dealer  of  teas  and  coffees 
and  coffee  roaster,  for  whom  he  was  stock  clerk 
six  and  a  half  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  becoming  timekeeper 
for  the  Titusville  Iron  Company,  with  whom  he 
remained  a  year  in  that  capacity  and  four  and 
a  half  years  as  purchasing  agent,  since  when 
he  has  been  at  Oil  City.  For  a  short  time  after 
his  removal  here  he  was  purchasing  agent  for 
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the  Oil  City  Boiler  Works,  resigning  to  start  in 
for  himself  in  his  present  line,^he  handling  of 
oil  well,  refinery  and  mill  supplies.  His  office  is 
in  the  National  Transit  building,  and  he  has  ac- 
quired an  extensive  patronage  within  the  com- 
paratively short  space  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  his  entrance  into  this  field. 

'Mr.  Wege  is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish- Ameri- 
can war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  corporal.  For 
ten  years  he  was  a  private  of  Company  F,  65th 
Regiment,  N.  Y.  N.  G.,  which  volunteered  for 
service  in  the  Spanish- American  war  as  a  body, 
being  sent  to  Camp  Black,  Hempstead,  Long 
Island,  and  later  to  Camp  Alger,  Virginia.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views. 

Mr.  Wege  married  Alice  Kavanagh,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  where  she  received  her  education, 
and  they  are  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  Oil  City.  They  have  no  children. 
Mrs.  Wege  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Pooley)  Kavanagh,  her  mother  now  making 
her  home  with  the  Weges  in  Oil  City.  Her 
father  who  was  a  barber  by  occupation,  died  in 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

LORMA  E.  REESE,  master  mechanic  of 
the  American  Steel  Foundries  Company,  occu- 
pies an  important  place  in  industrial  circles  in 
this  region  of  extensive  foundry  interests, 
where  his  ability  and  experience  have  won  de- 
served recognition  and  appreciation.  He  is  a 
young  man,  but  by  close  application  and  inces- 
sant work  he  has  acquired  a  comprehensive 
familiarity  with  iron  and  steel  works  and  their 
operation,  is  himself  a  skilled  mechanic,  and 
has  made  an  excellent  showing  in  his  present 
connection.  His  future  seems  to  be  one  of 
broad  usefulness  in  the  field  of  mechanics. 
Born  March  30,  1886,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  Reese  is  a  son  of  Harmon  Reese^  who  is 
a  successful  farmer  in  Knox  township,  Co- 
lumbiana Co.,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Reese  obtained  his-  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Knox  township,  and  worked 
on  the  home  farm  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Then  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade 
of  machinist  in  the  shops  of  the  Alliance  Ma- 
chine Company,  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  employed  three  years,  finishing  the  period 
of  his  apprenticeship  there.  He  next  had  a 
short  experience  in  the  William  Tod  Works 
at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  whence  he  went  to 
Homeworth.  Pa.,  working  in  the  oil  fields  of 
that  vicinity  for  thirteen  months.  After  three 
months  at  the  Star  Drill  Works  in  Akron,  Ohio, 
he  returned  to  Alliance  and  to  his  old  employ- 
ers for  a  year,  following  with  a  year  and  a 
half  in  the  Alliance  plant    of    the  American 


Steel  Foundries.  He  was  also  engaged  for  a 
short  time  at  the  Morgan  Engineering  Works 
in  Alliance,  until  oflFered  a  position  at  the 
Sharon  (Pa.)  plant  of  the  American  Steel 
Foundries,  as  night  foreman.  He  accepted, 
and  gave  such  thorough  satisfaction  that  he 
was  retained  after  the  plant  shut  down,  being 
transferred  to  FrankUn  in  the  capacity  of  mas- 
ter mechanic  in  August,  191 5.  His  work 
throughout  has  been  highly  creditable,  and  has 
every  indication  of  being  a  solid  foundation 
for  a  successful  career.  As  a  citizen,  and  in 
his  personal  relations,  Mr.  Reese  holds  the  re- 
spect of  all  his  associates.  He  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Modem  Woodmen. 

Mr.  Reese  married  Enmia  F.  Gerber,  daugh- 
ter of  Godfrey  Gerber,  who  was  of  Swiss 
origin.  They  have  had  three  children,  Hester, 
Iris  and  Emma  Louise,  the  last  named  de- 
ceased. The  family  are  Presbyterians  in  relig- 
ious association. 

GEORGE  F.  STUBLER,  for  many  years 
well  known  in  Oil  City  in  connection  with  the 
hotel  business,  but  now  principally  occupied 
with  oil  and  gas  interests  in  this  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  a  man  whose  substantial  worth 
has  won  deserved  recognition  from  his  towns- 
men. Through  the  activities,  of  his  father 
and  brothers,  as  well  as  his  own  associations, 
the  name  has  been  long  and  favorably  known 
here,  its  representatives  commanding  unquali- 
fied respect  by  their  capability  and  honorable 
dealings. 

George  Stubler,  the  father  of  George  F. 
Stubler,  was  bom  near  Vienna,  Austria,  and 
was  reared  in  his  native  land.  In  1855,  when  a 
young  man,  he  came  to  America,  the  voyage 
over  the  Atlantic  occupying  two  months,  and 
his  first  home  in  the  New  World  was  in  Qar- 
ion  county,  Pa.  He  kept  hotel  at  Fryburg 
until  his  removal  to  Oil  City,  in  1861,  here  fol- 
lowing his  trade  of  cooper  for  some  time  be- 
fore he  resumed  hotelkeeping.  He  erected  a 
building  on  Elm  street  and  opened  it  as  a  hotel 
in  1863,  the  **Union  House"  attaining  great 
popularity  and  becoming  a  valuable  property 
under  his  management,  which  continued  for 
ten  years.  In  1876  he  withdrew  from  the  busi- 
ness and  returned  to  Clarion  county,  where  he 
had  a  large  farm  at  Fryburg  which  he  operated 
with  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  and  on  which 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  about  1898, 
when  he  was  seventy-two  years  old.  Mr.  Stub- 
ler was  a  member  of  St.  Michael's  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  Fryburg,  and  his  political 
support  was  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 
His  wife,  Walburga  (Dietz),  a  native  of  Ger- 
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many,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  and  is 
buried  with  him  at  Fryburg.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  Matthias  Malerieh,  of  Oil  City. 
Pa. ;  Joseph,  deceased,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Siegel,  was  a  well  known  business  man  of  Oil 
City  for  many  years,  in  1882  becoming  proprie- 
tor of  the  "Union  Hotel ;"  Frances  is  deceased ; 
John,  who  married  Florence  Lampman,  was 
formerly  a  liveryman  at  Oil  City,  as  member 
of  the  firm  of  McGuigan  &  Stubler,  and  is  now 
living  in  Altoona,  Pa. ;  George  F.  is  mentioned 
below ;  Annie  is  deceased ;  Frank,  of  Oil  City, 
married  Catherine  Oalton. 

Ferdinand  Dietz,  father  of  Mrs.  Walburga 
(Dietz)  Stubler,  came  from  near  Berlin,  Ger- 
many, and  became  a  well  known  business  man 
in  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  having  a  fine  farm  in 
Washington  township,  near  Fryburg,  and  keep- 
ing hotel  in  the  town.  He  and  his  wife  Frances 
(Eisenman)  reached  advanced  age,  Mr.  Dietz 
living  to  be  eight-three  years  old,  Mrs.  Dietz 
to  the  age  of  ninety-four.  Their  five  children 
were:  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Biechner;  Wal- 
burga, wife  of  George  Stubler ;  Caroline,  wife 
of  Patrick  Graham;  Augustine,  who  married 
Mary  Souger;  and  Veronica,  wife  of  Joseph 
Bower.  The  parents  are  buried  at  Fryburg, 
where  they  were  members  of  St.  Michael's 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Dietz  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics. 

George  F.  Stubler  was  bom  Sept.  23,  1866, 
in  Oil  City,  and  began  his  education  there  in 
the  parochial  school  of  St.  Joseph's  parish. 
Being  but  ten  years  old  when  the  family  re- 
turned to  Clarion  county,  he  continued  his 
schooling  at  St.  Michael's  parochial  school,  and 
he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  as  a  youth,  re- 
maining there  until  seventeen  years  of  age. 
At  that  time  he  returned  to  Oil  City,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Peter  Stubler,  engaged 
in  the  bottling  of  beer  and  the  wholesale  and 
retail  liquor  and  cigar  trade,  and  after  nine 
years  in  his  service  concluded  to  venture  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  became  pro- 
prietor of  the  "United  States  Hotel"  in  Oil  City 
and  continued  to  carry  it  on  for  the  next 
twenty-two  years,  selling  out  after  a  highly  suc- 
cessful career,  during  which  he  built  up  the 
business  to  the  maximum  capacity  of  the  house 
and  made  his  establishment  very  popular  with 
the  public.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Stubler 
has  owned  valuable  oil  and  gas  interests  in  this 
region,  and  he  retains  oil  holdings  in  Venango 
county  and  gas  leases  in  Qarion  county  which 
yield  him  substantial  returns.  Mr.  Stubler  has 
always  ranked  with  the  desirable  citizens  of 
his  community,  and  though  not  active  in  pub- 


lic affairs  takes  an  interest  in  their  trend  and 
supports  good  men  and  measures.  He  is  inde- 
pendent in  politics.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with 
Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

Mr.  Stubler  married  Mary  Dowd,  daughter 
of  Murty  and  Mary  (Murth)  Dowd,  and  four 
children  have  been  bom  to  them :  Coleta,  bom 
Nov.  9,  1894,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Grief,  who 
is  now  employed  in  the  United  States  ship- 
building plant  at  Hog  Island;  George,  bom 
April  15,  1897,  is  enlisted  as  a  motor  mechanic 
and  stationed  at  Hempstead,  Long  Island; 
Florence,  bora  May  11,  1904,  is  attending  pa- 
rochial school  in  Oil  City;  Ruth,  born  June  13, 
1910,  is  attending  public  school.  Mr.  Stubler 
and  his  family  belong  to  St.  Joseph's  Catholic 

Earish  in  Oil  City.     Their  home  is  at  No.  7 
loffman  avenue. 

WILBUR  E.  SINGLETON,  of  Franklin,  is 
a  member  of  a  respected  family  of  almost  one 
hundred  years'  standing  in  Venango  county, 
foxmded  here  by  his  grandfather,  John  Single- 
ton, who  came  to  this  section  in  1820  from 
Pittsburgh,  PaT  He  first  located  at  Franklin, 
and  until  well  on  in  middle  age  was  there  en- 
gaged as  a  manufacturer  of  brick  and  brick- 
layer, taking  contracts  for  such  work.  He 
built  the  first  brick  house  in  the  city,  though 
such  structures  were  rare  in  that  day,  there 
having  been  but  four  brick  houses  there  in 
1848.  Having  purchased  a  farm  in  French 
Creek  township,  this  county,  on  the  Mercer 
road,  he  settled  there  upon  his  removal  from 
Franklin,  and  thereafter  followed  farming  in 
connection  with  brick  work  and  the  operation 
of  his  coal  bank,  having  opened  up  the  Single- 
ton coal  bank,  now  known  as  the  McElhaney 
Coal  bank.  His  death  occurred  in  Franklin 
when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  old,  and  he  is 
buried  in  the  old  Park  cemetery.  His  wife, 
Letitia  (Anderson),  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Eleanora,  Elizabeth,  Ander- 
son, William  P.,  Mary,  Milton  and  Sarah,  all 
now  deceased. 

William  P.  Singleton,  son  of  John  and  Le- 
titia (Anderson)  Singleton,  spent  most  of  his 
life  as  a  farmer  in  French  Creek  township,  be- 
ing but  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  settled 
on  the  tract  on  the  Georgetown  road  where  he 
remained  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  The  property  comprised  about  one 
hundred  acres,  and  he  made  an  excellent  liv- 
ing. He  married  Elizabeth  Nickerson,  who 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  they  are 
buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery.  Six  children 
were  bom  to  this  marriage,  namely:     Alva 
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married  Alice  Thompson,  and  both  are  de- 
ceased ;  Nettie  married  George  Ramsdale,  and 
they  live  at  Franklin,  Pa.;  Wilbur  E.  is  next 
in  the  family ;  Milford  J.,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  French  Creek  township,  married 
Jennie  Moffet;  Loretta  married  Milo  Jewel, 
and  is  living  in  the  Third  ward,  in  Franklin; 
Bert  married  Elizabeth  Smith  and  resides  at 
Fairmount,  Indiana. 

Wilbur  E.  Singleton  was  bom  in  1856  in 
French  Creek  township,  and  was  reared  on  the 
old  home  place  there,  acquiring  his  education 
in  the  local  schools.  He  took  to  his  grand- 
father's calling,  learning  the  trade  of  stone  and 
brick  mason,  which  he  followed  regularly  for  a 
period  of  thirty-five  years,  for  some  years  en- 
gaged in  contracting.  He  still  does  occasional 
work  in  this  line.  On  November  13,  1894,  Mr. 
Singleton  married  Elizabeth  Marshall,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Marshall,  of  Butler  county,  Pa. 
They  have  no  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sin- 
gleton are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Franklin,  and  she  is  particularly  interested 
in  its  work  and  enterprises,  being  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  congregation  as  she  is  in  every 
other  association  of  life. 

JOHN  H.  MONJAR,  though  during  the 
last  several  years  comparatively  retired  from 
business  activities,  has  been  one  of  the  notably 
successful  oil  producers  in  southern  Venango 
county,  and  resided  at  Clintonville  until  his 
recent  removal  to  Grove  City,  Pa.  Mr.  Mon- 
jar's  oil  operations  extended  over  a  pjeriod  of 
thirty  years,  and  his  diligence,  foresight  and 
acumen  in  material  aflfairs  class  him  as  a 
typical  member  of  the  family  to  which  he  be- 
longs, and  of  which  he  is  also  representative 
in  personal  qualities.  The  Monjars  have  been 
respected  for  their  substantial  characteristics 
and  hig^  principles  ever  since  their  settlement 
in  this  section  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
ago,  among  the  earliest  of  those  who  ventured 
to  make  a  home  in  what  was  then  a  wilderness, 
but  full  of  promise  for  pioneers  sturdy  and  de- 
termined enough  to  face  the  hard  conditions 
of  life  which  were  the  common  lot  of  all  who 
undertook  to  convert  it  from  a  primitive  to 
a  productive  state.  They  have  also  taken 
their  part  in  its  social  development,  filling  a 
place  among  the  responsible  citizens  of  the 
community. 

The  Monjars  are  of  French  extraction,  and 
Richard  Monjar,  the  original  settler  of  the 
family  in  Venango  county,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland.  He  was  a  shoemaker,  and  the  first 
of  that  trade  to  come  to  Irwin  township,  this 
county,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  four  hun- 


dred acres  lying  three  miles  west  of  what  is 
now  the  borough  of  Clintonville.  It  was  in 
1797  that  he  made  his  home  there,  building  a 
log  house  upon  a  part  of  his  land  which  later 
passed  into  the  i>ossession  of  James  Farron, 
though  the  principal  part  of  Ws  holding  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  his  descendants,  going 
to  his  son,  Surrena,  whose  son  E.  Hayes  Mon- 
jar now  owns  and  occupies  it.  Richard  Mon- 
jar made  the  first  clearing  upon  his  tract  He 
married  Elizabeth  Ghost,  who  was  of  a  Ger- 
man family,  and  who  siu^ived  him  many 
years,  his  death  occurring  about  1832,  hers  in 
1867.  They  reared  a  large  family,  as  follows: 
Mary  married  Thomas  Van  Dyke,  of  Butler 
county,  Pa.,  and  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and 
two  years  old;  Frances  became  the  wife  of 
George  Crawford,  and  both  died  in  Venango 
county;  Christina,  who  became  the  wife  of 
James  Hoffman,  lived  in  Clinton  township, 
where  she  and  her  husband  died ;  Sarah  mar- 
ried Samuel  Richards,  and  both  died  in 
Venango  county  in  old  age;  Barbara  married 
Eli  Hovis,  who  survived  her,  her  death  occur- 
ring at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  his  in  Sep- 
tember, 1917  (see  their  record  elsewhere  in 
this  work) ;  George  K.,  who  was  bom  in 
Irwin  township  in  1806,  married  Eliza 
Perry  June  4,  1835,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years  (they  had  one  son  and  five  daugh- 
ters, and  lived  on  part  of  the  place  settled  by 
Richard  Monjar  in  1797,  the  son.  Perry,  being 
still  there) ;  Samuel  B.  was  the  father  of  John 
H.  Monjar ;  Surrena  obtained  part  of  the  home 
farm,  and  his  son  E.  Hayes  Monjar  is  now 
residing  there;  Philip  G.  died  when  twenty- 
two  years  old. 

Samuel  B.  Monjar  was  bom  on  the  old 
home  place  in  Irwin  township,  was  reared 
there,  and  when  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his 
own  account  secured  the  old  homestead  of  his 
wife's  father  in  that  township,  John  C. 
Hovis,  about  a  mile  from  the  old  Monjar 
homestead.  He  was  doing  well  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  and  he  enlisted,  in  1861. 
dying  while  in  the  ser\^ice  one  year  later,  at 
Washington,  of  injuries  received  when  he  was 
thrown  from  a  horse.  He  was  but  forty-two 
years  old.  His  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Hovis), 
died  in  1914,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  all  of 
which  was  spent  in  Irwin  and  Clinton  town- 
ships. Four  children  were  bom  to  them: 
John  H. ;  Caroline,  who  married  William 
Sankey  and  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he 
died  (she  now  resides  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.)  :  Elizabeth,  who  died  whijn  sixteen 
years  old ;  and  Richard  S.,  who  is  at  Pleasant- 
ville,  Venango  county. 
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John  H.  Monjar  was  born  Dec.  4,  1842,  on 
the  old  Monjar  farm  in  Irwin  township,  where 
his  cousin  now  lives,  and  he  was  brought  up 
and  educated  in  that  township,  receiving  his 
early  training  as  his  father's  assistant  on  the 
old  Hovis  property.  At  the  time  of  his  fa- 
ther's death  he  was  twenty  years  old,  and  being 
the  eldest  of  the  family  he  asstuned  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  management  of  the  farm 
except  while  absent  on  duty  during  the  Civil 
war,  spending  about  twenty  years  there  with 
his  mother  and  brother.  Meantime  he  had 
also  become  interested  in  the  production  of 
oil,  which  eventually  became  his  chief  busi- 
ness, buying  wells  and  leases  which  proved 
his  superior  judgment  and  conducting  their 
operation  on  conser\'ative  lines,  using  his  time 
and  capital  so  wisely  that  he  was  considered 
an  authority  on  oil  territory  and  its  develop- 
ment. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Taylor  Herman,  and  his  son 
Samuel  B.  Monjar  was  also  associated  with 
him  until  his  death  six  years  ago.  For  about 
three  years  past  Mr.  Monjar  has  been  living 
rather  retired,  though  still  retaining  fifteen  or 
twenty  producing  wells  and  overseeing  their 
operation,  and  in  December,  1918,  he  removed 
to  Grove  City,  having  relinquished  all  active 
associations.  His  new  home  is  on  East  Pine 
street.  All  of  his  oil  interests  have  been  in  the 
vicinity  of  Qintonville,  in  which  borough  he 
made  his  home  for  eighteen  years,  his  resi- 
dence being  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  the 
town.  He  has  always  been  public-spirited  in 
his  support  of  local  interests,  though  not  ac- 
tive in  the  administration  of  affairs.  Politi- 
cally he  acts  with  the  Republican  party. 

When  twenty-four  years  old  Mr.  Monjar 
married  Isabel  Hoffman,  daughter  of  Philip 
Ghost  Hoffman,  of  whom  mention  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Two  children 
have  been  bom  to  them,  Samuel  B.  and  Mary 
Ann,  both  now  deceased.  Samuel  B.  Monjar. 
bom  Aug.  13,  1867,  who  died  unmarried 
Sept  I,  191 1,  at  the  age  of  forty- four  years, 
was  a  very  successful  oil  operator  and  driller 
and  well  known  in  that  connection,  having 
spent  all  his  active  years  in  the  oil  fields. 
Physically  he  was  a  large,  strong  man,  capa- 
ble of  handling  the  various  operations  of  ex- 
ploitation and  the  production  of  oil,  and  he 
held  a  number  of  profitable  leases.  He  al- 
ways lived  with  his  parents.  The  daughter, 
Mary  Ann,  married  J.  T.  Miller,  and  died 
Nov.  30,  1914,  leaving  two  children :  Ruth  I., 
who  has  lived  \inth  her  grandparents  for  some 
time  and  is  at  present  studying  music  at 
Grove  City  College;  and  Glen  B.,  a  graduate 


of  Qintonville  high  school  and  now  a  student 
in  the  Grove  City  College.  The  grandparents 
have  taken  a  great  interest  in  their  education, 
and  they  have  been  permitted  excellent  ad- 
vantages. Mr.  Miller,  who  is  an  oil  gaujger 
by  occupation,  formerly  lived  in  Clintonville, 
but  is  now  a  resident  of  Kennerdell,  Qinton 
township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monjar  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Clinton- 
ville, in  whose  work  they  are  deeply  inter- 
ested. He  is  a  Civil  war  veteran,  having 
served  eighteen  months  with  Company  K, 
4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  until  the  strug- 
gle was  over,  and  he  is  a  member  of  Major 
Mays  Post,  No.  220,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania. 

DAVID  D.  EAKIN,  late  of  Irwin  town- 
ship, was  one  of  the  exemplary  residents  of 
that  section  of  Venango  county  and  a  repre- 
sentative member  of  one  of  its  old  families,  the 
third  and  fourth  generations  of  Eakins  now 
occupying  the  farm  where  he  lived  and  died. 
The  property  was  improved  along  modern  lines 
during  his  ownership,  and  he  was  not  onljr 
known  as  a  capable  farmer  but  also  as  a  citi- 
zen who  could  be  relied  upon  for  effective  pub- 
lic service  and  cooperation  in  all  local  move- 
ments intended  to  promote  the  general  good. 
His  unimpeachable  character  won  the  unquali- 
fied respect  of  his  associates  in  every  relation 
of  life. 

The  Eakins  have  been  in  Venango  county 
for  over  a  century.  The  first  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  this  country,  Samuel  Eakin,  came 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  in  1797  and  first 
located  in  Juniata  county.  Pa.,  coming  thence 
to  what  is  now  Clinton  township,  Venango 
county.  His  brother  Samuel  and  sister  Mar- 
garet (Mrs.  Curry)  also  came  here,  both  de- 
veloping farms  in  this  section.  Samuel  Eakin 
made  a  settlement  upon  a  tract  of  150  acres, 
which  after  his  death  became  the  property  of 
his  youngfest  son,  David.  He  devoted  the  rest 
of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  dying  in 
September,  1851,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His 
wife,  Mary  (Reilly),  had  passed  away  in  1821. 
It  is  said  they  had  two  children  when  they 
came  to  this  county.  Their  family  was  as  fol- 
lows: Marv  (Mrs.  Robert  Moore),  William 
A.,  James.  Jane  (Mrs.  James  Scott),  Samuel, 
Elizabeth.  Margaret  (Mrs.  Moore)  and  David. 
All  remained  in  Venango  county,  and  the  last 
survivor  of  the  family,  Samuel,  passed  away 
in  November,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.    They  all  lived  past  middle  age. 

William  A.  Eakin  was  born  Aug.  25,  1809, 
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likely  in  Clinton  township,  and  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Venango  county.  He  lived  with 
his  parents  in  Scrubgrass  (now  Clinton)  town- 
ship until  grown,  and  when  he  started  life  on 
his  own  account  took  up  his  residence  on  the 
farm  in  Irwin  township  where  his  son  David 
and  posterity  have  since  been  established.  The 
land  was  then  in  the  woods  and  entirely  unim- 
proved, and  he  built  a  cabin  near  the  site  of 
the  present  bam,  replacing  it  with  a  comfort- 
able house  in  the  early  forties.  By  steady  in- 
dustry he  succeeded  in  making  a  good  living 
and  bringing  his  land  into  fertile  condition, 
becoming  one  of  the  substantial  men  in  his 
neighborhood  and  retaining  the  esteem  of  hi« 
fellow  citizens  throughout  a  long  life.  He 
reached  his  eighty-eighth  year,  dying  Dec. 
7,  1896.  His  religious  association  had  been 
with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  but  he 
isr  buried  in  Mount  Irwin  cemetery,  at  Amity 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife,  Isabella 
(Kelly),  bom  May  15,  1808,  died  long  before 
him,  Jan.  30,  1872.  They  had  the  following 
children:  John  J.,  born  Dec.  11,  1834,  is  liv- 
ing at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  is  still  in  good 
health ;  Samuel,  bom  Aug.  26,  1836,  died  Oct. 
29,  1899;  William,  bom  March  20,  1839,  died 
Jan.  4,  1914;  David  D.,  bom  Sept.  16,  1840, 
died  July  16,  1917;  Leah  Ann  (Mrs.  Tum^r), 
born  Aug.  13,  1842,  died  Nov.  29,  1915;  Mary 
Jane  (Mrs.  Gildersleeve),  bom  Dec.  11,  1844, 
died  Oct.^13,  1886;  Matilda  (Mrs.  Westlake), 
born  Sept.  16,  1847,  'S  living  in  Montana ;  Isa- 
bell  (Mrs.  Davidson),  born  Nov.  16,  1850,  is 
living  at  Yates  Center,  Kansas. 

David  D.  Eakin  was  bom  Sept.  16.  1840,  on 
the  farm  in  Irwin  township  where  he  was  resid- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  death,  July  16,  1917.  The 
place  is  a  half  mile  south  of  Amity  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  Eakin  was  educated  in  the 
local  schools  and  became  familiar  with  farm 
work  from  early  boyhood,  helping  on  the 
home  place  as  soon  as  he  could  be  of  any  use. 
During  his  young  manhood  he  spent  several 
years  in  the  Middle  West,  and  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war  from  Illinois,  joining 
Company  K,  30th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  a  year  and  a  half,  until 
the  close  of  the  conflict.  He  was  with  Sher- 
man on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea.  took  part 
in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  and 
though  never  wounded  spent  some  time  in  hos- 
pital, his  health  being  seriously  affected  by  the 
hardships  of  his  military  experience. 

After  spending  a  few  years  in  Ohio,  near 
Columbus,  where  his  brother  John  J.  Eakin 
lived,  David  D.  Eakin  returned  to  the  home 
farm  and  took  charge  of  its  cultivation,  caring 


for  his  parents  in  their  declining  years.  His 
mother  died  shortly  after  he  came  back.  Mr. 
Eakin  was  progressive  by  nature,  and  though 
he  attended  diligently  to  his  private  interests, 
which  he  maintained  in  thriving  condition,  be 
also  gave  considerable  attention  to  matters  of 
general  concern,  having  up-to-date  ideas  on  the 
equal  responsibility  of  all  citizens  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  A  Democrat  on  political  ques- 
tions in  early  life,  he  later  joined  the  Prohibi- 
tion party.  He  served  his  township  for  some 
years  in  the  capacitor  of  assessor,  was  a  val- 
ued member  and  officer  of  the  Amity  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Mount  Irwin  Cemetery  Association,  of 
which  he  was  president  for  years,  working  con- 
scientiously for  its  success.  By  virtue  of  his 
Civil  war  service  he  belonged  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
affiliating  with  the  post  at  Clintonville. 

On  Sept.  16,  1875,  ^'I^-  Eakin  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Chambers,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
who  survives  him,  remaining  on  the  farm, 
where  she  occupies  a  handsome  little  brick 
dwelling  recently  erected  there,  her  son  Nor- 
man taking  the  old  residence.  The  foUow- 
ing  children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Eakin :  Hester,  who  was  educated  at  the  Grove 
City  College,  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  Qemens, 
a  farmer  near  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Clyde  William 
is  now  in  Oklahoma,  engaged  as  an  oil  opera- 
tor; Lottie,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Worley,  is  living  on  a 
farm  in  Mercer  county;  David  Ralph  died  in 
childhood;  John  Norman  and  Ernest  Edwin 
are  operating  the  home  farm,  the  latter  resid- 
ing with  his  mother;  Bessie  May,  who  at- 
tended Slippery  Rock  Normal  School,  resided 
with  her  mother  until  her  marriage  to  C.  M. 
Worley,  and  now  resides  on  a  farm  near  Mer- 
cer, Pa.  Norman  is  married  to  Bessie  Sterrett, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Paul;  the  Sterretts 
are  fully  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Ernest  Edwin  Eakin  was  bom  on  the 
farm  and  reared  there,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  his  home  township,  attending  the 
high  school.  He  gives  all  his  attention  to  the 
operation  of  the  farm,  which  he  and  his 
brother  have  kept  up  according  to  the  best 
modem  ideas,  proving  worthy  successors  to 
their  father,  who  took  great  pride  in  his  land 
and  fine  stock.  They  have  a  valuable  herd  of 
Shorthorns,  including  two  registered  males 
and  one  female,  and  the  prime  condition  of 
everything  about  the  place,  cattle,  buildings 
and  fields,  indicates  intelligent  thrift  and  pains- 
taking care.  All  of  the  Eakin  family  are  ac- 
tive members  of  Amity  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  Dec.  5,  1917,  Emest  E;  Eakin  married 
Lela  L.  Smith. 
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JOHN  ALEXANDER  PORTER,  now  a 
resident  of  Clintonville,  had  his  home  until  re- 
cently on  a  farm  in  Clinton  township  a  half 
mile  west  of  the  borough,  occupying  that  prop- 
erty from  1876  and  cultivated  it  successfully 
until  his  retirement.  During  his  active  years 
he  was  also  engaged  in  the  local  oil  fields, 
**shooting  wells,"  in  which  work  he  found  con- 
siderable demand  for  his  services,  having  been 
a  very  reliable  operator.  Mr.  Porter  was  bom 
April  17,  1842,  in  what  is  now  Irwin  town- 
ship, and  he  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  in  this  part  of  Venango 
county,  being  a  grandson  of  Alexander  Porter. 

Alexander  Porter  was  bom  Feb.  26,  1765, 
in  western  Pennsylvania,  of  Scotch-Irish  par- 
ents who  were  early  settlers  in  that  section. 
He  lived  in  Westmoreland  county  prior  to  his 
removal  to  Venango  county,  which  took  place 
about  1795-98,  when  he  made  a  settlement  in 
what  is  now  Clinton  township,  two  miles  south 
of  Clintonville,  on  a  tract  of  four  hundred 
acres,  his  old  homestead  being  later  in  the 
possession  of  his  grandsons,  Samuel  and 
Thomas  V.  Porter,  and  now  owned  by  Braden 
Porter,  his  great-grandson.  The  region  was 
very  sparsely  settled  when  he  arrived  here, 
and  he  was  its  first  blacksmith.  It  is  said 
that  he  pursued  his  trade  under  'a  variety  of 
difficulties.  An  iron  wedge  driven  into  a  stump 
was  made  to  do  service  as  an  anvil,  a  piece 
of  an  old  axe  was  used  as  a  hammer,  and  the 
bark  of  trees  utilized  as  fuel.  Iron  was 
brought  from  the  furnaces  of  Huntingdon 
county  on  packhorses.  He  started  improving 
his  land  and  farmed  as  much  as  possible,  and 
had  considerable  clearing  done  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  26,  1847.  He 
is  buried  on  the  farm,  in  the  family  cemetery. 
His  wife,  Margaret  (Braden),  born  Aug.  10, 
1769,  died  May  25,  1850.  They  had  twelve 
children :  Joseph,  who  lived  in  Butler  county ; 
Mary,  who  died  young;  Elizabeth;  Isabel,  who 
married  William  Coulter,  of  Qinton  township, 
where  she  spent  most  of  her  life,  but  died  in 
the  West;  Nancy,  Mrs.  William  Osbom; 
James,  born  Dec.  21,  1801 ;  Annabel,  Mrs. 
James  Kerr,  who  lived  in  Butler  county  and 
died  on  the  old  place  in  advanced  age;  Sam- 
uel, who  died  on  the  old  farm  when  thirty- 
nine  years  old ;  John,  mentioned  below ;  Mar- 
garet, Mrs.  Benjamin  Yard,  who  lived  and 
died  in  Irwin  township:  Lucy,  who  died  in 
early  life;  and  Alexander,  the  youngest  son, 
who  obtained  the  old  home  farm,  where  he 
was  bom  in  1818,  but  left  the  place  before  the 
Civil  war,  his  brother  James  (who  was  also 
bom  there)  then  becoming  its  owner  and  dying 


there  June  18,  1887.  The  latter's  son  Samuel 
then  entered  into  possession  of  the  property, 
dying  there  some  twenty  years  ago,  his  son 
Braden  now  having  it. 

John  Porter,  son  of  Alexander,  was  born 
Dec.  7,  1809,  in  Venango  county,  and  died 
there  Sept.  i,  1852.  He  married  Julia  Ann 
Black,  of  Butler  county,  and  during  most  of 
their  married  life  they  occupied  a  farm  next 
to  the  home  place.  Both  died  of  consumption 
at  an  early  age,  she  when  but  twenty-eight  years 
old.  Of  their  children  two  grew  to  maturity, 
Margaret  Jane  and  John  Alexander,  the 
former  the  wife  of  Thomas  B.  Scott,  who  was 
reared  in  Venango  county  but  lived  in  Butler, 
Pa.,  of  which  place  he  is  still  a  resident.  He 
was  a  carpenter,  but  is  now  retired.  Mr.  Scott 
is  now  eighty-three  years  old,  Mrs.  Scott 
about  seventy-seven. 

John  A.  Porter  spent  his  youth  on  the  home 
place,  and  with  the  exception  of  about  fifteen 
years  has  lived  all  his  days  in  Venango  county. 
He  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  Aug. 
15,  1861,  as  the  first  recruit  from  Qinton 
township,  joining  Company  I,  I02d  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  the  13th 
Regiment  during  the  three  months*  service  but 
reorganized  as  the  I02d.  He  went  to  Pitts- 
burgh to  enter  the  seryice,  and  was  the  only 
member  of  the  regiment  from  this  county, 
which  then  had  no  special  organization  in  the 
army ;  others  from  Venango  county  joined  the 
regiment  subsequently.  Mr.  Porter  veteran- 
ized at  the  end  of  three  years,  in  the  same  com- 
pany and  regiment,  his  service  covering  three 
years  and  ten  months,  extending  to  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  his  field  service  included  par- 
ticipation in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair 
Oaks,  Malvem  Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg (both  engagements),  Salem  Heights  and 
the  Wilderness.  At  Salem  Heights,  May  3, 
1863,  he  was  wounded  and  captured,  being  one 
of  ninety-eight  members  of  the  regiment  held 
at  Belle  Isle  for  three  weeks,  when  he  was 
paroled  and  rejoined  his  command,  then  on  the 
march  to  Rappahannock  Station,  being  in  time 
to  take  part  in  the  action  there.  On  March 
14,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  first  sergeant. 
In  May,  1864,  during  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, while  acting  as  color  bearer  of  his  regi- 
ment, he  received  a  wound  in  the  left  leg  which 
kept  him  in  various  hospitals  for  over  a  year, 
during  which  time,  in  October,  1864,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and 
he  was  discharged  as  such.  He  never  re- 
covered sufficiently  to  rejoin  his  regiment,  and 
has  always  suffered  from  his  injury. 

In  1867  Mr.  Porter  engaged  as  a  drug  clerk 
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in  New  Castle,  Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he 
lived  several  years,  returning  to  Venango 
county  in  1876.  That  year  he  settled  on  his 
farm  and  built  the  residence  there  which  he 
occupied  until  his  recent  removal  to  Clinton- 
ville,  and  he  improved  the  property  along  mod- 
ern lines,  and  also  had  the  oil  developed  under 
lease,  there  being  now  three  producing  wells 
on  the  place.  Farming  occupied  all  his  time 
until  1&87,  when  he  took  up  the  business  of 
torpedo  operator,  shooting  many  wells  in  this 
and  surrotmding  counties,  especially  in  the 
Bullion  territory,  before  his  retirement  in  1916. 
His  business  ability  and  good  management 
have  placed  him  among  the  prosperous  men 
of  his  township. 

While  in  New  Castle  Mr.  Porter  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Lawrence  county,  and  he  has  also 
taken  some  part  in  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  in  Qinton  township,  having  held  a 
number  of  local  offices.  Socially  he  has  kept 
up  his  associations  with  his  old  comrades  m 
arms,  attending  the  r^mental  reunions  and 
the  national  encampments  of  the  Grand  Army 
at  Pittsburgh,  Rochester,  Los  Angeles  and 
Detroit.  He  holds  membership  in  John  M. 
Phipps  Post,  No.  4^7,  at  Clintonville,  of  which 
he  has  been  commander  and  adjutant,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Union  Veteran  Legion,  No. 
45.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

On  June  23,  1868,  Mr.  Porter  was  married 
at  the  home  in  Clinton  township  where  he 
lived  so  many  years,  to  Mary  R.  Baird,  who 
was  bom  there,  and  was  then  twenty-three 
years  old.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James  Baird 
and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Baird,  who 
came  hither  from  Westmoreland  county  and 
settled  on  this  place,  a  tract  of  six  hundred 
acres,  in  1796.  He  lived  to  be  over  eighty 
years  of  age.  His  wife  was  Martha  McKee. 
James  Baird  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
Feb.  24,  1807,  and  married  Mary  Kilpatrick, 
who  survived  him,  his  death  occurring  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight  vears,  hers  at  seventy-eight. 
They  are  buried  in  the  Calvert-Riddle  ceme- 
tery east  of  Clintonville.  Of  their  children, 
Martha  married  John  Vincent  and  lived  in 
Butler  county,  where  she  died  in  old  age  about 
ten  years  ago :  Ann  Eliza  lived  at  the  old  farm 
where  she  died  in  1916,  unmarried;  Susan 
married  Rev.  James  M.  Foster  (brother  of 
Robert  Foster,  of  Sandy  Creek  township) ,  now 
a  retired  M.  E.  minister,  living  at  New  Wil- 
mington, Pa.  (she  died  in  1865)  ;  Sarah  Jane 
married  Porter  Phipps  and  is  living  at  Pitts- 
burgh ;  Mary  R.  is  the  wife  of  John  Alexander 


Porter ;  John  M.  and  William  A.  Baird  live  at 
Grove  City. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Porter  have  had  the 
following  children:  James  Baird  is  in  busi- 
ness at  Tulsa,  Okla.,  as  an  ice  cream  manu- 
facturer; John  J.  is  engaged  with  the  United 
Natural  Gas  Company  at  Clarion,  Pa.;  Fred 
is  a  merchant  in  Clintonville;  Anna  M.  died 
when  twenty-one  years  old;  Ella  A.  married 
William  M.  Ward,  of  Pittsburgh;  Arthur  is 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Portland, 
Oregon ;  Utillis  A.  is  living  near  the  old  home ; 
Ada  Pearl  is  the  wife  of  Denton  H.  Blair,  of 
Clintonville,  hardware  dealer,  son  and  partner 
of  George  A.  Blair. 

OMA  WESLEY  TURK,  of  Cornplanter 
township,  follows  the  oil  business  both  as  a 
contractor  and  producer,  and  his  ventures  in 
recent  years  not  only  indicate  initiative  and  en- 
terprise which  entitle  him  to  a  place  among 
progressive  operators,  but  have  oeen  accom- 
panied with  a  degree  of  success  that  stamps  his 
judgment  as  thoroughly  reliable.  Mr.  Turk 
is  a  native  of  Cornplanter  township,  where  the 
family  has  been  established  more  than  half  a 
century,  being  a  son  of  Samuel  Wesley  Turk 
and  grandson  of  Robert  Turk,  who  settled  at 
Plumer  in  1866.  His  great-grandfather, 
Robert  Turk,  lived  and  died  in  Butler  county, 
this  State. 

Robert  Turk,  grandfather  of  Oma  Wesley 
Turk,  was  bom  in  Butler  county,  was  reared 
to  farming,  and  followed  that  calling  during 
his  early  life.  He  also  had  a  still  business  in 
Butler  county  for  some  time.  After  locating 
at  Plumer,  Venango  county,  he  kept  teams  and 
did  hauling  in  this  section  when  oil  was  trans- 
ported in  that  way,  later  farming  here  tmtil  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  is  buried 
at  Plumer.  By  his  marriage  to  Matilda  Sut- 
ton, also  of  Butler  county,  Robert  Turk  had  a 
large  family,  viz.:  William,  who  is  now  living 
in  California ;  James,  a  resident  of  Oil  City, 
Pa.;  Samuel  Wesley;  Thomas  C,  deceased; 
Emma,  deceased ;  Elizabeth,  a  resident  of  De- 
troit, Mich.;  John,  of  Plumer;  Ada,  living  in 
Omaha,  Nebr. :  and  Robert,  of  Plumer. 

Samuel  Wesley  Turk  was  bom  Sept.  11, 
1858,  in  Butler  county,  and  as  a  young  boy 
came  with  his  parents  to  Venango  count)', 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  After 
reaching  young  manhood  he  was  engaged  as 
a  stage  driver  in  Butler  county  five  years, 
teaming  after  his  return  to  Plumer  and  also 
following  that  occupation  at  Bradford  for  a 
time.    Eventually  he  came  back  to  Plumer  and 
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established  a  permanent  residence  at  that  place, 
where  he  is  yet  employed  as  pumper,  having 
filled  that  position  on  various  oil  leases.  He  is 
a  substantial  and  respected  Citizen,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  special  requirements  of  his 
work  that  can  be  depended  upon.  Mr.  Turk 
married  Leah  J.  Furey,  daughter  of  John 
Furey,  formerly  of  New  Castle,  Pa.,  later  of 
Venango  county,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Oma  Wesley. 

Oma  Wesley  Turk  was  born  Aug.  29,  1883, 
at  Plumer,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place.  His  business  experience  has  been  eti- 
tirely  in  the  oil  industry.  After  a  period  of 
eight  years  in  the  service  of  his  first  employ- 
ers, the  Russell  Brothers,  he  joined  George 
Brutche,  an  operator  of  excellent  standing  in 
this  vicinity,^  with  whom  he  has  since  been 
associated,  in  both  contract  drilling  and  pro- 
ducing, their  activities  in  the  latter  line  having 
been  begun  in  1914  and  successfully  continued 
to  the  present  along  with  the  other  branch. 
They  have  also  had  Charles  F.  Smith  as  a 
partner  in  some  operations.  In  October,  1917, 
this  little  group  opened  the  old  Pioneer  field, 
drilling  one  of  the  best  wells  opened  in  this 
-section  for  many  years,  and  not  only  finding 
a  paying  proposition  for  themselves,  but  in- 
cidentally encouraging  others  to  invest  and 
operate  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Turk  has 
interests  in  other  profitable  leases  in  Venango 
county,  leading  a  busy  life.  He  has  a  solid 
position  among  his  business  associates,  and 
is  also  well  known  in  his  personal  relations, 
holding  fraternal  connections  with  the  L  O.  O. 
F.  lodge  at  Pleasantville  and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks 
lodge  at  Oil  City. 

On  Nov.  23,  1907,  Mr.  Turk  was  married 
to  Ada  Irene  Berry,  daughter  of  Hon.  Peter 
Berry,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  Cornplanter 
township,  this  county,  and  they  have  had  two 
children:  Jack,  born  Feb.  13,  1910,  and  Rich- 
ard, bom  March  22,  1913.  The  family  reside 
at  Plumer,  and  attend  the  Methodist  Church 
there. 

WILLIAM  ELLSWORTH  STEWART  is 
a  descendant  of  a  family  long  resident  in 
northern  Venango  county,  established  by 
Richard  Stewart  more  than, a  century  ago  in 
Cherrytree  township.  Born  in  Ireland  about 
1760,  Richard  Stewart  was  brought  to  this 
country  when  seven  years  old,  arriving  at 
Philadelphia  and  living  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware until  after  his  marriage  to  Martha  Bryan. 
They  firsf  came  to  Venango  county.  Pa.,  about 
1796,  locating  on  French  creek,  among  the  first 


settlers  there,  not  far  from  where  Utica  is  now 
situated,  remaining  there  a  few  years  and  then 
removing  to  Union  township,  Crawford  Co., 
Pa.  On  his  return  to  Venango  county  in  1817 
Mr.  Stewart  made  a  settlement  near  Cherry- 
tree,  and  he  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety  years, 
dying  in  1850.  His  first  wife  passing  away  in 
1802,  he  remarried. 

Charles  Stewart,  son  of  Richard,  above,  was 
bom  March  23,  1802,  in  Sugar  Grove,  War- 
ren Co.,  Pa.,  and  lived  in  Venango  county 
from  1817,  dying  in  1885,  aged  eighty-three 
years,  six  months.  He  married  Margaret 
r  erry,  a  native  of  Sugar  Lake,  Crawford  Co., 
Pa.,  and  about  1824  they  b^an  housekeeping 
on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  in  the  woods 
of  Cherrytree  township,  situated  a  mile  north 
of  Cherrytree  on  the  Titusville  road,  the  farm 
where  their  son  William  A.  Stewart  is  now 
established.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  this 
pioneer  couple,  five  of  the  daughters  being 
unmarried  and  at  home  at  the  time  of  the 
mother's  death,  which  occurred  July  18,  1859. 
Andrew  A.,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  is  men- 
tioned below.  Mary  married  Willian?  Mc- 
Guire,  of  Tidioute,  Pa.,  where  she  died  in 
1916.  Bessie  J.  married  Perry  McClintock, 
who  died  in  this  vicinity,  her  death  occurring 
in  November,  191 7,  at  Conneaut,  Ohio.  Fanny 
married  John  A.  Bell,  of  Cherrytree,  and  died 
in  1914.  Sallie,  who  never  married,  remained 
at  the  old  home  until  her  death,  at  the  age 
of  forty-eight  years.  Angeline  married  F.  B. 
Blood  and  died  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  where  she 
had  made  her  home  for  fifty  years.  Lovina 
married  W.  J.  Long,  and  both  died  at  Brad- 
ford, Pa.  James  died  aged  seventy-four  years 
at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  where  he  had  lived  for 
thirty  years.  John  A.  was  in  his  early  years  en- 
gaged as  a  lumberman  and  raft  pilot  on  the 
Allegheny  river,  became  a  large  landowner  and 
oil  operator,  and  retained  his  oil  interests  until 
he  died,  aged  seventy-one  years,  six  months; 
among  his  holdings  was  the  present  J.  A. 
Peebles  farm  in  Cherrytree  township ;  he  never 
married,  living  with  his  nephew,  William  Ells- 
worth Stewart,  for  a  number  of  years. 
Jackson  spent  his  life  on  the  old  farm,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years;  his  wife, 
Freelove  (Keitlinger),  died  ten  years  pre- 
viously, and  they  left  no  children.  William 
A.,  born  June  i,  1850,  has  been  an  oil  man  all 
his  active  life,  engaged  as.  a  driller  in  all  the 
principal  fields  of  his  own  and  adjoining 
States;  for  the  last  twelve  years  he  has  lived 
on  the  paternal  farm,  where  there  is  a  hand- 
some oil  production ;  he  is  unmarried. 

Andrew  A.  Stewart  was  bom  July  26,  1825, 
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on  his  father's  farm  in  Cherrytree  township, 
where  his  brother  William  now  lives,  and  spent 
the  eighty-three  years  of  his  life  in  that  vicin- 
ity, dying  on  his  own  farm  in  the  same  town- 
ship March  29,  1908.  During  his  early  man- 
hood he  was  engaged  to  some  extent  in  lum- 
being  and  drafting  to  Pittsburgh,  in  1848  pur- 
chasmg  the  farm  in  Cherrytree  township,  five 
miles  south  of  Titusville,  where  his  son  Wil- 
liam now  lives,  and  where  he  was  occupied  in 
farming  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  cleared 
about  sixty  acres  from  the  woods,  rid  the  soil 
of  stones  and  other  objectionable  features,  and 
continued  the  improvement  of  his  property 
throughout  his  active  years,  laying  the  founda- 
tion for  its  systematic  cultivation,  as  conducted 
by  the  present  owner.  In  his  earlier  years  he 
took  an  interest  in  an  oil  lease  on  the  prop- 
erty, and  commenced  to  drive  a  well.  But  the 
tools  got  stuck  when  they  were  within  fifty 
feet  of  the  oil  sand  and  his  partner  decided 
to  abandon  the  drilling.  Mr.  Stewart  agreed, 
but  the  decision  was  no  doubt  unwise,  for  the 
next  well  brought  in,  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, was  one  of  the  best  producers  of  its  day, 
making  the  owners  rich.  Some  wells  were 
afterward  sunk  on  the  farm,  but  they  never 
proved  profitable,  Mr.  Stewart's  chief  inter- 
est being  always  in  agriculture.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  his  farm  and  the  Tarr  place  are 
the  only  two  farms  in  the  locality  now  culti- 
vated to  any  extent,  though  thirty  years  ago 
farming  was  a  remunerative  industry  in  that 
section. 

On  Nov.  6,  1850,  Mr.  Stewart  married  Mar- 
garet Jane  Jamison,  who  was  born  Feb.  22, 
1826,  and  died  March  14,  1881,  the  mother  of 
the  following  children:  James  A.,  bom  Oct. 
10,  185 1,  is  mentioned  below;  Theodore,  born 
Oct.  II,  1859,  died  when  sixteen  years  old; 
William  Ellsworth  is  mentioned  below ;  Mar- 
garet Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  13.  1868,  is  the  wife 
of  David  Roberts,  of  Franklin.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  Andrew  A.  Stewart  married  Mrs. 
Betsy  (Phelps)  Moses,  of  Rouseville,  Ve- 
nango county,  who  survived  him  two  years. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  union.  Mr. 
Stewart  is  buried  at  Cherrytree.  He  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  U.  B.  Church. 

James  A.  Stewart,  eldest  son  of  Andrew  A. 
Stewart,  commenced  work  at  the  oil  fields 
when  fourteen  years  old,  and  has  spent  his  life 
in  the  business,  making  his  greatest  success  as 
a  contracting  driller.  For  ten  or  twelve  years 
he  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother  William 
E.  Stewart,  their  operations  being  largely  in 
Forest  and  McKean  counties,  but  though  he 
had  shares  in  many  wells  he  was  never  particu- 


larly successful  as  a  producer,  finding  his  re- 
munerative activities  in  contracting.  He  is 
now  Hving  retired  at  Los  Angeles,  California. 

William  Ellsworth  Stewart  was  bom  Aug. 
12,  1861,  at  the  site  of  his  present  home,  and 
received  his  middle  name  for  the  lamented 
Colonel  Ellsworth  shot  at  Alexandria,  Va., 
early  in  the  Civil  war.  He  grew  up  on  the 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  scho<rfs 
of  the  home  neighborhood,  living  at  home  until 
he  became  interested  in  the  oil  business  with 
his  brother  James.  Thereafter,  until  about 
three  years  ago,  his  attention  was  given  prin- 
cipally to  that  industry,  his  operations  being  in 
the  Cherrytree  territory  for  some  twelve  years. 
He  has  sunk  a  number  of  wells  on  his  own 
account,  and  has  held  interests  in  many  others, 
but  the  dry  holes  that  he  has  struck  have  been 
expensive  enough  to  offset  the  gains  from  the 
productive  wells,  and  like  his  brother,  he  has 
been  notably  successful  as  a  drilling  contractor 
rather  than  a  producer.  Having  decided  to 
withdraw  from  oil  production  he  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home 
place,  and  was  encouraged  in  this  intention  by 
his  uncle  James  A.  Stewart  (above  men- 
tioned), who  lived  there  with  him  during  the 
last  ten  years  of  his  life,  his  own  farm  being 
a  mile  distant.  Mr.  Stewart  is  profitably  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  work,  which  as  previ- 
ously noted  has  fallen  off  in  his  section,  though 
oil  operations  are  not  active  there  either.  He 
has  kept  the  property  up  in  thrifty  fashion, 
building  the  substantial  residence  which  he 
now  occupies  in  191 1.  His  interest  in  local 
affairs  has  led  him  to  accept  some  of  the 
township  offices,  in  which  he  has  given  highly 
satisfactory  service,  as  assessor  for  six  or 
seven  years  and  road  supervisor. 

On  June  13.  1900,  Mr.  Stewart  was  mar- 
ried to  Mattie  Limber,  who  was  bom  at  Sheak- 
leyville.  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Thomas 
I.  and  Margaret  I.  (Nelson)  Limber,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  Her  father  came  to 
Cherrytree  township.  Venango  county,  in 
1886,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  have  had  one  child, 
William  Ellsworth,  Jr.,  bom  April  4,  1901. 

SAMUEL  HENRY  MILLER  has  been  one 
of  the  most  influential  residents  of  Sugar  Creek 
township,  having  for  a  number  of  years  taken  a 
leading  part  in  the  administration  of  the  local 
government,  which  he  has  helped  to  establish 
upon  a  sound  business  basis  in  several  respects. 
Mr.  Miller  is  a  broad-minded,  intelligent  citi- 
zen, with  progressive  ideas  on  many  subjects, 
and  believing  every  man  equally  responsible  for 
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the  general  welfare  has  endeavored  to  live  up 
to  his  principles  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow  men.  He  has  also  been  diligent  and 
thrifty  in  the  management  of  his  own  affairs, 
having  a  handsome  farm  whose  condition 
speaks  well  for  the  thought  and  care  he  has  ex- 
ercised in  its  improvement. 

Mr.  Miller  is  of  German  stock  and  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  bom  Jan.  26,  1847,  ^^  Laurel- 
ton,  Union  county,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
(Eisenhauer)  Miller,  the  former  of  Snyder 
county.  Pa.  Both  his  grandfathers  came  from 
Germany.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  birthplace,  and  was  a  young  man 
when  he  settled  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  Ven- 
ango county,  in  1871,  since  when  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  there.  In  1873  he  operated 
the  County  Farm,  which  lies  about  one  mile 
from  his  present  home,  and  he  subsequently 
spent  seven  years  on  the  Murdock  farm  before 
coming  to  his  present  place,  which  he  bought 
in  1881.  The  property  comprises  218  acres, 
of  which  about  one  hundred  had  been  under 
cultivation,  though  the  land  was  worn  out  and 
had  lain  idle  for  years,  much  of  what  had  been 
cleared  having  a  heavy  growth  of  brush  which 
had  to  be  cut  before  any  planting  could  be 
done.  There  were  no  buildmgs  on  the  tract, 
so  that  its  present  fine  condition  may  be  at- 
tributed entirely  to  Mr.  Miller's  eflforts,  the 
thrifty  fields  and  substantial  improvements  of 
all  kinds  giving  evidence  of  industry  and  good 
judgment  which  have  never  relaxed  in  the  long 
period  of  his  ownership.  He  has  shipped  in 
large  quantities  of  lime  for  fertilizing  purposes, 
and  has  converted  a  waste  place  to  a  state  of 
profitable  fertility  and  attractive  orderliness. 
All  the  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  etc.,  on  the  place 
are  fed  on  home  products.  The  farm  lies  six 
miles  west  of  Franklin,  and  is  reached  by  a 
private  road,  lying  some  distance  back  from 
the  main  highway,  with  all  the  advantages  of 
seclusion  in  a  pleasant  rural  section,  though 
not  far  enough  from  the  main  roads  of  travel 
to  be  lonely. 

For  over  twenty  years  Mr.  Miller  was  one 
of  the  most  active  men  in  the  township  in  the 
interest  of  good  schools  especially,  and  his 
work  in  that  connection  has  left  a  permanent 
impression  for  good  which  his  fellow  citizens 
have  appreciated  highly.  He  became  a  school 
director  in  1876  and  served  for  twenty-two 
years  with  but  one  year's  interruption,  during 
which  time  the  board  built  or  rebuilt  all  the 
schoolhouses  in  the  township,  ten  of  them,  be- 
sides erecting  the  first  school  at  Rocky  Grove. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  which  se- 
cured the  lease  of  land  for  that  school  (No. 


100)  for  twenty  years  of  Judge  McCalmont, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period  bought  the 
property,  upon  which  a  new  six-room  building 
was  erected.  For  seven  years,  from  1886,  Mr. 
Miller  served  the  township  as  tax  collector,  his 
annual  collections  amountiujg  to  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  he  was  township  assessor  for  six 
years  and  at  the  same  time  register  of  voters, 
holding  the  latter  office  again  subsequently. 
He  has  not  filled  any  official  position  since 
1902,  but  his  interest  has  in  no  way  abated, 
and  he  is  ever  ready  to  exert  himself  in  the 
public  service.  Formerly  he  was  a  Democrat 
in  political  principle,  but  he  is  now  a  Prohibi- 
tionist. He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Bethesda  Wes- 
leyan  Methodist  Church,  which  is  within  a  mile 
of  his  home,  and  also  acts  as  class  leader. 

On  Dec.  22,  1872,  Mr.  Miller  was  married, 
in  Sugar  Creek  township,  to  Sarah  White, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Galbreath) 
White,  of  this  vicinity.  She  was  twenty-three 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Mrs. 
Miller  was  bom  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
her  nephew,  Charles  White,  and  her  parents 
lived  and  died  there,  her  father  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years,  her  mother  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-eight,  after  almost  sixty 
years'  residence  at  the  same  place.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller: 
Charles  is  engaged  as  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Erie  railroad  at  Franklin,  and  resides  in  that 
city,  at  No.  6  Atlantic  avenue;  he  married 
Mary  Davis.  Jerome,  who  is  employed  in  the 
rolling  mill  at  Franklin,  married  Birdella  Ying- 
ling.  Quimby  lives  in  Sugar  Creek  township, 
and  is  engaged  as  superintendent  by  the  Ven- 
ango Sand  Company,  which  owns  a  bank  of 
forty-three  acres  bought  from  the  S.  H.  Miller 
farm;  he  married  Lillie  Hays.  Bessie  grad- 
uated from  the  Rocky  Grove  high  school,  later 
attended  fhe  Normal  School  at  Edinboro.  Pa., 
and  has  taught  for  ten  terms,  one  in  Canal 
township  and  the  rest  in  Sugar  Creek  township, 
being  at  present  in  the  Galloway  Hill  school, 
one  mile  north  of  Franklin. 

ELMER  E.  STANFORD,  of  Oil  City,  has 
been  actively  identified  with  business  interests 
in  that  section  of  Venango  county  for  some 
years,  formerly  in  association  with  his  father, 
William  R.  Stanford,  and  more  recently  with 
the  Moyar  Brothers,  well  known  oil  producers, 
in  whidi  connection  he  has  some  profitable  oil 
holdings  in  Cranberry  township. 

Mr.  Stanford's  patemal  grandfather  was 
killed  while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  he  is  buried  at  Centerville,  Venango 
county.    The  grandmother  is  interred  in  Grove 
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Hill  cemetery,  at  Oil  City.  Of  their  children, 
Elmer  E,  (deceased)  married  a  Snyder,  and 
William  R.  was  the  father  of  Elmer  E.  Stan- 
ford, of  Oil  City. 

William  R.  Stanford,  bom  in  November, 
1864,  was  reared  and  educated  at  Oil  City.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  plasterer  with  C.  C.  Sny- 
der, with  whom  he  was  afterward  associated 
in  business  in  that  line,  later  following  it  on  his 
own  account,  taking  contracts  for  plastering 
and  bricklaying.  He  still  commands  a  good 
share  of  the  work  of  that  class  in  this  territory, 
and  has  also  acquired  some  oil  interests,  having 
a  production  in  Cranberry  township.  Mr.  Stan- 
\  ford  is  a  substantial  citizen,  respected  in  all  his 
associations,  and  has  won  good  standing  on 
his  personal  merits  as  well  as  in  business  con- 
nections. He  is  a  Republican  on  political  ques- 
tions, but  takes  no  active  part  in  public  af- 
fairs. Six  children  have  been  bom  to  his  mar- 
riage with  Jennie  Cronable,  namely :  William 
R.,  Jr.,  of  Oil  City,  who  married  Maud  Fulton ; 
Elmer  E. ;  Mabel  L.,  wife  of  Charles  Stanley, 
of  Oil  City ;  Charles  C,  living  at  home ;  Mary 
Pauline ;  and  Mildred  Evelyn,  who  is  deceased. 

Mrs.  Jennie  (Cronable)  Stanford  is  a  native 
of  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  and  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church.  Her  father,  Jacob  Cron- 
able, was  a  farmer  in  Qarion  county,  where 
both  her  parents  are  buried.  The  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Reefer.  They  had  but  two 
children,  Jennie  (Mrs.  Stanford)  and  John. 

Elmer  E.  Stanford  was  bom  at  Oil  City 
Feb.  8,  1885,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  there.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
plasterer  under  his  father,  and  while  working 
with  him  also  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
bricklaying,  following  those  Imes  until  seven 
years  ago,  when  he  joined  Moyar  Brothers  in 
the  prcSuction  of  oil  in  Cranberry  township, 
now  devoting  all  of  his  time  to  that  business. 
He  has  familiarized  himself  with  all  the  practi- 
cal details  of  operation,  and  has  become  a  val- 
uable factor  in  the  activities  of  the  company, 
doing  his  full  share  toward  the  success  of  its 
enterprises.  Mr.  Stanford  is  a  well  known  Odd 
Fellow,  belonging  to  Latonia  Lodge,  No.  1018, 
of  NOil  City,  and  to  the  Oil  City  Encampment ; 
his  religious  association  is  with  Grace  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church ;  and  like  his  father  he 
supports  the  Republican  party  on  political  is- 
sues. 

Mr.  Stanford  was  married  to  Mary  Ethel 
Cox,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five  children : 
Myrtle  Lucille,  Violet  Loretta,  Wade  Ells- 
worth, and  Robert  and  Herbert,  twins. 

Mrs.  Stanford's  parents,  John  J.  and  Alice 
M.    (Morley)   Cox,  formerly  of  New  York 


State,  are  now  residents  of  Erie,  Pa.  Mr.  Cox 
is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  a  carpenter  by  oc- 
cupation. He  and  his  wife  have  had  six  chil- 
dren: Romaine,  who  is  deceased;  Ralph,  of 
Erie,  Pa.,  who  married  May  Himter;  Mary 
Ethel,  Mrs.  Stanford;  Ernest,  who  married 
Margaret  Walker;  Rev.  Merritt,  a  Methodist 
minister;  and  Earl,  who  married  Jessie  Park, 
of  Warren,  Pa.,  and  has  three  children,  Paul, 
Ellis  and  Clarence.  The  family  are  Methodists 
in  religious  association,  and  Mr.  Cox  is  a  Re- 
publican politically. 

CHARLES  H.  GREER  has  a  creditable 
place  in  business  circles  in  Franklin,  attained 
entirely  on  the  strength  of  his  merits,  judged 
by  his  achievements.  Though  he  has  been  in 
business  for  himself  only  ten  years  he  has  taken 
front  rank  in  his  particular  line,  being  recog- 
nized as  the  leading  roofing  contractor  in  the 
city,  with  a  patronage  extending  far  beyond  its 
limits.  In  fact,  as  a  workman  he  is  known  all 
over  western  Pennsylvania  and  in  Ohio  as  well, 
and  neither  his  reputation  nor  his  operations 
show  any  prospect  of  being  restricted  to  their 
present  range. 

Mr.  Greer  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Ve- 
nango county,  but  he  is  a  native  of  Butler 
county.  Pa.,  Dom  in  1866.  His  father,  Joseph 
B.  Greer,  a  tinsmith  by  occupation,  resided  for 
many  years  at  Clintonville,  this  coimty,  but  he 
died  in  Butler  county.  His  children  were  as 
follows :  Dr.  R.  J.,  a  physician,  located  at  East 
Brady,  Pa. ;  Mary,  who  is  unmarried ;  Blanche, 
wife  of  M.  A.  Bovard,  of  Oakdale,  Pa. ;  F.  H., 
who  is  employed  at  Franklin  with  his  brother 
Charles;  Austin,  a  resident  of  Wilkinsburg, 
Pa. ;  and  Charles  H. 

Charles  H.  Greer  attended  public  school,  and 
was  only  a  boy  when  he  commenced  to  work 
regularly.  He  was  variously  employed  until 
he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade 
of  tinsmith  at  Clintonville,  at  which  place  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  removal  to  Frank- 
lin some  twenty  years  ago.  Here  for  the  ten 
years  following  he  was  in  the  employ  of  George 
Maloney,  remaining  with  him  until  he  decided 
to  go  into  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
purchased  the  roofing  business  of  James  Elliott 
and  has  since  devoted  all  his  time  to  it,  the  vol- 
ume of  work  having  increased  meantime  so 
greatly  that  he  keeps  from  eight  to  ten  men 
busy.  The  trade  has  grown  steadily,  on  a  basis 
of  satisfactory  service  which  could  not  fall 
short  of  success,  and  Mr.  Greer's  ability  and 
executive  qualities  have  proved  fully  adequate 
for  its  expanding  requirements.  He  has  kept 
himself  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  the  matter  of 
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modem  equipment  adapted  to  the  performance 
of  neat,  substantial  work,  and  well  informed  on 
the  materials  obtainable  in  the  market  to-day 
and  their  proper  use.  His  operations  include 
general  sheet  metal  work  as  well  as  all  kinds  of 
built-up  roofing,  slate  and  tin  roofing,  and  'the 
handling  and  placing  of  metal  spouting  of  all 
kinds.  His  place  of  business  is  on  Howard 
street,  in  the  Third  ward,  Oil  City,  and  his  out- 
of-town  patronage  comes  largely  from  Mead- 
ville,  Titusville  and  Warren,  as  well  as  smaller 
places  in  the  vicinity.  He  has  done  a  great  deal 
of  work  at  the  State  Institution  at  Folk,  this 
county.  Mr.  Greer  is  popular  personally  as 
well  as  in  his  business  connections.  In  religion 
he  is  associated  with  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Greer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Maud 
Reeves,  daughter  of  C.  B.  Reeves,  of  Franklin, 
mention  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  She  died  Nov.  5, 1916,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 

JOHN  W.  WALTER,  resident  of  the  Pone 
Hill  section  of  Irwin  township,  was  born  on 
the  original  Walter  homestead  in  that  town- 
ship, one  mile  east  of  his  present  home,  and  is 
a  great-grandson  of  John  Walter,  who  moved 
into  this  region  with  his  brother  Peter  about 
1803-04.  Thus  for  over  a  hundred  years  the 
Walters  have  maintained  a  place  among  the 
most  useful,  respected  citizens  of  their  part  of 
Venango  county,  prosperous  in  material  affairs, 
public-spirited  in  matters  affecting  the  general 
welfare,  and  agreeable  in  their  personal  asso- 
ciations. 

John  and  Peter  Walter  came  to  this  locality 
to  secure  land  more  cheaply  than  it  could  be 
obtained  in  the  more  settled  parts  of  the  State. 
They  settled  two  miles  apart,  Peter  near  the  old 
log  church  two  miles  north  of  John,  where  he 
lived  and  died.  John  Walter  also  made  a 
permanent  home  here,  near  the  late  home  of 
his  grandson  Jacob  H.  Walter,  his  land  lying 
in  both  Irwin  and  Clinton  townships,  with  the 
residence  in  Irwin.  There  he  died,  and  he  was 
buried  on  his  ninetieth  birthday.  He  married 
Magdalena  Chrisman,  and  their  children  were : 
John,  who  settled  near  his  uncle  Peter,  where 
his  son  John  now  lives ;  Jacob,  mentioned  else- 
where in  the  sketch  of  his  son  Jacob  Hoffman 
Walter;  Peter,  mentioned  below;  Philip,  who 
was  the  father  of  Samuel  Walter,  a  resident  of 
Irwin  township ;  Elizabeth,  who  married  John 
C.  Hovis  and  lived  most  of  her  life  in  Irwin 
township,  though  she  died  at  Clintonville,  when 
quite  old :  Polly,  who  married  William  Morris 
and  died  in  Irwin  township  when  advanced  in 
years;   and    Christina,    who   married    Ernest 


Hovis  (brother  of  John  C.  Hovis,  above),  she 
and  her  husband  both  dying  in  Irwin  township 
when  well  along  in  years. 

Peter  Walter,  grandfather  of  John  W. 
Walter,  owned  the  old  Byers  farm  until  after 
his  son  James  had  married,  and  then  removed 
to  Scrubgrass  (now  Victory)  township,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death,  at  an  advanced 
age. 

James  M.  Walter,  son  of  Peter,  spent  all  his 
life  in  farming,  removing  to  the  tract  in  Irwin 
township  now  owned  and  operated  by  his  son 
John  W.  Walter  when  the  latter  was  seven 
years  old.  For  a  few  years  he  had  lived  in 
part  of  the  house  of  John  C.  Hovis,  his  father- 
in-law,  in  Irwin  township,  until  he  built  the  old 
house  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son  John 
W.  Walter  which  is  still  standing  there.  He 
built  the  barn  still  in  use  about  ten  or  eleven 
years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
farm  in  1894,  when  he  was  sixty-seven  years 
old.  Mr.  Walter  not  only  attended  capably 
to  his  own  affairs,  but  also  gave  considerable 
thought  to  general  matters,  supporting  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  early  years,  but  later 
becoming  a  Prohibitionist,  and  taking  part  in 
the  administration  of  the  local  government  as 
Ihe  incumbent  of  some  township  offices.  With 
his  wife  he  held  membership  in  the  Peter's 
Chapel  M.  E.  Church,  which  stands  but  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  his  home,  on  Pone  Hill, 
and  he  is  buried  there.  Mr.  Walter  married 
Susanna  Hovis,  a  cousin  of  C.  W.  Hovis  (of 
whom  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work),  and  she  survived  him,  continuing^  to 
reside  at  the  old  home  until  her  death,  Feb. 
16,  1 91 8,  when  over  eighty-eight  years  old — 
probably  the  oldest  member  of  the  family  with 
the  exception  of  her  husband's  cousin,  John 
Walter.  Of  the  three  sons  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  John  Wesley  is  the  only  one  who 
has  married,  Peter  Jackson  and  Eli  Hovis  re- 
maining with  her  on  the  farm,  where  all  the 
family  live.  Peter  Jackson  Walter  died  Nov. 
22,  1 91 8. 

John  Wesley  Walter  was  born  Sept.  i,  i860, 
and  was  reared  at  his  present  home,  where  he 
has  continued  to  live  ever  since  his  parents 
settled  there,  it  having  been  his  home  for  the 
last  fifty-one  years.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
When  a  young  man  he  went  to  work  in  the 
oil  fields,  and  was  so  occupied  for  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years,  building  rigs  and  for  several 
years  operating  as  a  drilling  contractor,  run- 
ning a  couple  of  "strings"  of  tools.  He  sank 
most  of  the  wells  in  his  neighborhood,  the  Pone 
Hill  district,  but  the  oil  on  his  own  property  is 
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operated  under  lease,  fourteen  producing  wells 
having  been  sunk  there  under  three  different 
leases,  with  an  average  production,  which  in 
this  section  is  about  half  a  barrel  daily.  Three 
years  ago  Mr.  Walter  resumed  work  on  the 
home  farm,  to  whose  cultivation  he  now  gives 
all  his  time,  he  and  his  brothers  operating  the 
place  in  partnership.  Their  father  had  fifty 
acres,  to  which  they  have  added  twenty,  and 
the  land  is  conveniently  situated  three  miles 
west  of  Clintonville,  on  the  Harrisville  road. 
John  W.  Walter  has  built  himself  a  residence 
near  the  old  home,  at  the  four  corners  north 
of  Pone  Hill,  a  very  neat  and  comfortable 
dwelling,  attractively  situated.  He  has  done 
his  share  as  a  citizen  to  keep  up  desirable  con- 
ditions in  the  neighborhood,  and  is  at  present 
serving  as  road  supervisor.  Like  his  father, 
he  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  political  principle.  He 
has  been  a  valuable  worker  in  the  Peter*s 
Chapel  M.  E.  Church,  which  stands  on  the 
farm,  having  held  the  office  of  trustee  and 
served  as  class  leader  and  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent, as  well  as  in  other  capacities.  His 
wife  is  also  active  in  all  the  church  enterprises. 

When  twenty-one  years  old  John  W.  Walter 
married  Melinda  Jackson,  who  was  then  eigh- 
teen years  old.  Her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Jackson,  who  lived  a  mile  west  of  the 
Walter  farm,  are  both  deceased,  her  father 
dying  fifteen  years  ago  on  his  farm,  which  has 
since  been  sold.  He  was  eighty  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  who  died 
fourteen  years  ago,  was  sixty-six.  Of  their 
family,  only  Mrs.  Walter  and  her  sister  Nettie 
Jane,  wife  of  Lewis  Morrow,  are  left  in  Ven- 
ango county;  two  live  at  Grove  City,  Pa., 
Samuel  B.  Jackson,  a  building  contractor,  and 
Maggie  Eva.  wife  of  Charles  Morse,  a  driller 
in  the  oil  fields ;  Joseph  and  Harry  are  located 
near  Wellsville,  Ohio ;  and  John  Boone  is  en- 
gaged on  the  gas  line  at  Bradford,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter :  Elva  Florence  is  the  wife  of  Benja- 
min Eakin,  of  Warren,  Ohio,  a  store  keeper; 
Sarah  Alice  is  married  to  Henry  A.  Jones,  of 
Clintonville,  a  rig  contractor ;  James  Boone  is 
interested  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Eakin, 
at  Warren,  Ohio;  Eli  McClellan  is  employed 
at  the  Bessemer  engine  works  at  Grove  City, 
Pa. ;  Audene  and  Audella,  twin  daughters,  are 
attending  school. 

SAMUEL  HUBERT  HOVIS  has  become 
well  known  in  Clinton  township  in  various  as- 
sociations, being  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  his  vicinity,  and  a  leading  worker  in  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  the 
Hovis  family  has  been  prominently  identified 
since  its  organization  in  1828.  The  representa- 
tives of  this  name  have  an  unusual  record  for 
usefulness  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and 
Samuel  H.  Hovis  is  no  exception.  He  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  Hovis  and  grandson  of  John  Hovis, 
the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  this  region, 
coming  about  1808  to  Clinton  township,  where 
many  of  his  posterity  are  still  to  be  found. 

The  first  of  the  line  to  come  to  this  country 
was  John  Theodore  Hofius,  a  native  of  Prussia 
and  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Pennsylvania  he  settled  in 
Bedford  county,  removing  thence  to  Washing- 
ton county  and  later  to  Mercer  county,  where 
in  1800  he  located  near  fhe  borough  of  Sharps- 
ville,  in  Hickory  township.  He  died  there  eight 
years  later,  at  an  advanced  age.  In  Washing- 
ton county  he  married  Nancy  Baker,  who  sur- 
vived him,  dying  in  1820  in  Clinton  township, 
Venango  county,  at  the  home  of  her  son  John. 
She  was  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  on  the 
HoflFman  farm.  Five  children  were  bom  to 
this  marriage,  namely:  George,  who  settled 
about  1800  in  Hickory  township,  Mercer 
county;  William,  who  settled  in  what  is  now 
West  \'irginia,  near  Wheeling;  Ernest,  who  lo- 
cated in  Irwin  township,  Venango  county,  and 
had  a  number  of  descendants;  Barbara,  who 
married  Henry  Koonce,  of  Clarksville,  Mercer 
county;  and  John. 

John  Hovis,  son  of  John  Theodore  and 
Nancy  (Baker)  Hofius,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county.  Pa.,  and  about  1808  settled  upon 
a  tract  of  four  hundred  acres  in  what  is  now 
Clinton  township,  Venango  county,  the  part 
where  he  lived  being  later  occupied  by  his  son 
David.  His  farm  was  divided  among  his  sons. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  constables  of  the 
township  and  well  known  in  his  day.  He  mar- 
ried Susanna  Cogan,  of  Bedford  county,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children: 
William,  John,  George,  Nicholas,  Jacob, 
Ernest,  David,  Catherine  (Mrs.  Benjamin  R. 
Yard).  Nancy  (Mrs.  Philip  Boker).  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  William  Campbell)  and  Sally  (Mrs. 
Robert  Cannan).  The  father  served  during 
the  war  of  1812  as  a  member  of  Captain 
McManigal's  company. 

Jacob  Hovis,  son  of  John  and  Susanna 
(Cogan)  Hovis,  was  born  Nov.  13,  1806,  and 
reared  on  the  old  Hovis  farm  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, one  mile  south  of  Clintonville,  and  he  died 
on  almost  the  same  spot,  aged  seventy-five 
years,  one  week.  He  came  into  possession  of 
177  acres  of  the  original  tract  of  John  Hovis, 
and  cleared  most  of  his  holdings,  laboring  in- 
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dustriously  all  his  life  to  contihue  the  improve- 
ment of  the  property.  He  erected  the  bam  still 
in  use  there  in  1847.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
zealous  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  class  leader  for  fifty  years, 
there  being  some  question  as  to  whether  he 
or  James  Hughes  was  its  first  class  leader. 
He  was  succeeded  as  such  by  his  eldest  son, 
John  Theodore  Hovis,  who  acted  for  thirty 
years.  In  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  Jacob  Hovis 
married  Elizabeth  Coleman,  on  Sept.  9,  1830. 
She  was  a  native  of  Millbrook,  Mercer  county, 
bom  March  11,  1808,  and  reached  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Hovis  spent 
their  married  life  on  the  farm.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Jane, 
born  May  18,  1831,  married  Thomas  Beatty, 
and  both  died  in  Russell  county,  Kans. ;  John 
Theodore,  bom  in  Clinton  township  Aug.  13, 
1832,  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons  and 
carriages  at  CHntonville,  cariring  on  a  shop  all 
his  life ;  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years ;  on 
April  5,  1853,  he  married  Margaret  Seaton,  of 
Butler  county,  and  they  had  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Thomas,  born  in 
October,  1833,  was  a  student  in  Allegheny  Col- 
lege, Meadville,  Pa.,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1855.  Juliet,  bom  Aug.  21,  1835,  married 
Samuel  Eakin,  and  died  in  Scrubgrass  town- 
ship. Sarah  Emily,  born  March  13,  1843,  's 
the  widow  of  Joseph  Eakin,  and  lives  in  Butler 
county.  Watson  Clark,  born  Aug.  31,  1845. 
lives  on  part  of  the  old  farm  and  was  engaged 
as  a  carpenter  at  CHntonville  until  his  retire- 
ment :  like  his  father  and  brothers  he  has  been 
prominent  in  the  local  activities  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  is  a  tmstee  of  the  M.  E. 
Church ;  on  Sept.  29,  1870.  he  married  Isabella 
Cross,  and  they  have  two  children,  Homer  and 
Alice.  Jacob  Albert,  born  Sept.  i,  1847,  's  in 
the  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  having  spent 
seventeen  years  in  the  Dakota  Conference, 
served  as  presiding  elder  in  Dakota,  had 
charges  at  Brookville,  Jeflferson  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
in  Crawford  and  Erie  counties,  this  State,  and 
is  now  at  Sheridan.  N.  Y. ;  he  often  preaches  in 
CHntonville,'  he  married  Sadie  Carroll. 
Samuel  Hubert  completes  the  family. 

Samuel  Hubert  Hovis  was  born  Feb.  21, 
185 1,  in  Qinton  township,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  the  locality.  He  was 
reared  on  the  old  Hovis  farm  and  obtained  one 
hundred  acres  of  that  tract,  including  his 
father's  old  home,  remaining  there  until  his  re- 
moval to  his  present  home  nine  years  ago. 
Farming  has  been  his  principal  occupation, 
though  he  is  a  skilled  carpenter  and  followed 


the  trade  for  two  years,  and  he  has  also  engaged 
in  the  production  of  oil  to  some  extent,  though 
only  incidental  to  his  agricultural  work.  He  de- 
veloped the  oil  on  his  first  property,  and  has 
four  wells  pumping  with  average  production  on 
his  present  place,  showing  enterprise  in  all  his 
undertakings,  which  have  prospered  steadily. 
He  has  also  interested  himself  in  public  aflfairs, 
and  is  now  holding  the  office  of  township  as- 
sessor, and  he  and  his  son  Ralph  are  trustees 
of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

On  Feb.  20,  1879,  Mr.  Hovis  was  married  to 
Mary  J.  Frantz,  who  was  born  April  5,  1847, 
at  the  Big  Bend  in  Scrubgrass  township,  Ven- 
ango county,  but  from  the  age  of  four  years 
was  reared  in  Butler  county,  where  her  parents, 
Jacob  and  Susanna  (Nicholas)  Frantz,  lived 
for  thirty  years.  They  both  died  there,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  They  came  from 
east  of  the  mountains.  Mrs.  Hovis  is  the  only 
member  of  their  family  in  Venango  county; 
one  son,  Benjamin  F.  Frantz,  is  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness at  Butler;  Jacob  Harvey,  now  living  at 
Topeka,  Kans.,  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
soldier  from  Iowa;  Mrs.  Emma  Miles  is  a 
resident  of  Newark,  Ohio ;  Mrs.  Hannah  Ellen 
Merriman,  a  widow,  is  in  Pittsburgh. 

Two  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Samuel  H.  Hovis:  Ralph  Frantz,  bom 
an.  22,  1883,  married  Pearl  Irwin,  and  they 
lave  three  sons,  Paul,  James  Samuel  and  Basil ; 
Edna  Antoinette,  born  Oct.  14,  1887,  is  the 
wife  of  Lawrence  A.  Eberhart,  an  oil  man  of 
Chicora.  Butler  county,  and  has  two  daughters, 
Ruth  and  Esther. 


L.  A.  BACON  has  been  known  as  a  reliable 
tradesman  and  business  man  at  Franklin  since 
1901,  and  by  thoroughly  satisfactory  service  to 
his  patrons  in  and  about  the  city  has  come  into 
control  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  work  in  his 
line.  As  a  plumber  and  steamfitter  he  stands 
well  with  local  householders  and  building  con- 
tractors both  for  manual  skill  and  scientific 
k-nowledge  of  his  calling,  in  which  he  has  kept 
abreast  of  the  times,  handling  high-grade  and 
complicated  installations  of  all  kinds  so  capably 
that  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  his  services. 

Mr.  Bacon  came  to  this  State  from  Ohio. 
He  was  bom  April  3,  1868,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
was  reared  and  educated  there,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  plumber,  which  he  followed  at 
Cleveland  until  his  removal  to  Franklin.  For 
two  years  after  his  arrival  in  the  city  he  worked 
with  W.  D.  Bunce.  in  IQ03  opening  a  shop  in 
partnership  with  W.  S.  Davis,  under  the  name 
of  Bacon  &  Davis.  Their  place  of  business 
was  in  Bleakley's  alley,  at  the  rear  of  the  old 
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Trust  building,  and  they  were  associated  until 
1907,  when  Mr.  Bacon  bought  out  his  partner, 
having  been  sole  owner  ever  since.  In  1913  he 
removed  to  his  present  location,  at  No.  1131 
Liberty  street,  where  he  has  ample  accommoda- 
tions for  the  necessary  stock  and  equipment  as 
well  as  office  space,  carrying  a  full  line  of 
plumbing  and  heating  supplies  and  appliances 
and  owning  all  the  tools  for  dispatching  the 
work  promptly  and  skillfully.  For  a  time  Mr. 
Bacon  was  somewhat  interested  in  oil  proper- 
ties, but  he  has  found  it  better  policy  to  devote 
all  his  attention  to  his  main  busmess,  which  has 
attained  a  large  volume  within  the  last  few 
years.  His  conscientious  care  in  the  perform- 
ance of  every  commission,  large  or  small,  has 
had  its  due  reward,  and  he  finds  plenty  of 
work  to  occupy  him  and  his  employes,  having 
at  least  four  men  busy  all  the  time,  and  often 
as  many  as  twenty.  A  number  of  the  larger 
contracts  in  the  city  have  been  awarded  him, 
such  as  plumbing  and  heating  installations  in 
churches,  schoolhouses,  business  blocks,  banks, 
etc.,  and  the  plumbing  and  heating  of  the  State 
Institution  at  Polk,  six  miles  west  of  Franklin, 
may  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  important 
pieces  of  work  planned  and  executed  by  him. 
He  has  a  capable  bookkeeper  and  office  as- 
sistant in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Gallagher, 
who  has  been  in  his  employ  for  fourteen  years 
and  is  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  business. 
Mr.  Bacon  gives  close  attention  to  all  matters 
necessary  to  the  success  of  his  contracts,  but 
he  has  found  time  for  other  interests  as  well 
and  has  especially  enjoyed  his  fraternal  con- 
nections, with  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles 
and  Royal  Arcanum.  He  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  former,  having  passed  all  the  chairs 
in  the  local  Aerie  and  attended  the  meetings  of 
the  higher  bodies. 

Since  1913  Mr.  Bacon  has  made  his  home  at 
Rocky  Grove,  where  he  purchased  the  beautiful 
place  formerly  occupied  by  Henry  L.  James 
and  his  family,  one  of  the  finest  residences  in 
the  town.  He  was  married  Jan.  5,  1903.  to 
Frances  Carew,  who  was  bom  at  Hadley,  Pa., 
daughter  of  George  and  Frances  (Maloney) 
Carew,  who  came  to  this  section  from  St. 
John's,  Newfoundland,  where  some  of  their 
children  were  bom.  and  was  a  child  when  the 
family  settled  at  Franklin,  where  her  father 
had  charge  of  the  cooper  department  of  the 
Galena-Signal  Oil  Company  until  his  death,  in 
1898,  at  an  advanced  age.  Mrs.  Carew  sur- 
vived her  husband  until  1912,  reaching  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Bacon  received  her 
higher  education  at  Villa  Maria  Academy, 
Erie,  Pa.,  graduating  from  that  institution,  and 


has  been  a  successful  teacher  of  music.  She 
has  a  brother  and  a  sister  living  in  Venango 
county,  George  Carew,  who  formerly  had 
(Charge  of  the  Western  Union  office  at  Franklin 
and  is  now  telegraph  operator  with  the  Exrlipse 
Refining  Company  there,  and  Mrs.  Bedford, 
who  lives  with  her  sister.  Five  children  have 
been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon :  Frances, 
Eber,  Katherine,  Margaret  and  Maryjane,  all 
of  whom  attend  the  local  schools.  Mrs.  Bacon 
is  a  member  of  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  Church, 
and  her  husband  belongs  to  St.  John's  Epis- 
copal Church. 

JOSEPH  S.  MARSHALL  has  been  farm- 
ing in  Irwin  township  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tur>'  on  the  old  Daugherty  place,  the  homestead 
of  his  wife's  people,  where  he  settled  when  the 
property  came  into  his  possession.  It  is  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  acres  at  Nectarine,  three  miles 
west  of  the  borough  of  Clintonville,  and  is  not 
only  valuable  for  agricultural  purposes  but  also 
for  the  coal  and  oil  which  have  been  found 
there,  though  he  has  not  spent  any  time  in  the 
development  of  either  of  these  resources,  di- 
viding his  attention  between  the  cultivation  of 
his  land  and  the  operation  of  a  portable  saw- 
mill. These  two  lines  keep  him  fully  occupied 
during  all  seasons,  and  by  directing  his  energies 
judiciously  he  has  done  well  in  both. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  a  son  of  Joseph  R.  and  Julia 
(Stoughton)  Marshall,  and  is  of  Scotch  origin 
on  both  sides.  His  father  was  bom  and  reared 
near  Greenville.  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  six  miles  west 
of  Mercer,  was  engaged  as  a  plasterer  and 
stonemason  in  Butler  county  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  His 
mother  was  reared  in  Lawrence  county,  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

Joseph  S.  Marshall  was  bom  March  i,  1846, 
at  Portersville,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  and  lived  in 
that  county  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
He  was  only  a  boy  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  and  but  seventeen  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  enlistment,  in  1863,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany M,  looth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  the 
famous  "Roundhead  Regiment,"  with  which 
he  served  until  peace  was  declared.  He  saw 
considerable  active  service  and  was  at  close 
quarters  with  the  enemy  a  number  of  times, 
and  at  Spottsylvania  he  received  two  wounds 
at  the  same  instant,  one  in  the  leg  and  the 
other  in  the  hand.  The  bone  in  his  hand  was 
cracked,  and  he  was  out  of  the  ranks  for  three 
or  four  weeks.  At  the  time  of  Lincoln's  as- 
sassination he  was  south  of  Petersburg  and 
was  sent  into  Washington,  where  he  took  part 
in  the  grand  review  and  was  assigned  as  g^uard 
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to  Secretary  Stanton  for  some  weeks.  He  was 
discharged  with  his  regiment  at  Harrisburg, 
Pa.  Mr.  Marshall  has  kept  up  his  army  asso- 
ciations through  his  membership  in  the  G.  A. 
R.y  affiHating  with  Mays  Post,  of  Franklin,  and 
he  has  attended  regimental  reunions  whenever 
possible;  he  also  went  to  the  National  G.  A. 
R.  Encampment  held  at  Boston. 

During  his  young  manhood  Mr.  Marshall 
did  considerable  work  in  the  oil  fields  of  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania,  being  engaged  there 
for  ten  years.  He  operated  a  string  of  drilling 
tools  on  his  own  account  in  Clarion  county,  and 
for  three  years  was  in  Elk  county,  where  he 
sank  test  wells  for  a  New  York  man  who  also 
conducted  a  lumber  mill.  Twenty- four  years 
ago  he  bought  the  Daugherty  farm  in  Irwin 
township,  Venango  countv,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  and  besides  farming  this  place 
he  has  run  a  portable  sawmill,  buying  standing 
timber  and  cutting  it  off.  He  follows  general 
farming,  from  which  he  derives  an  excellent 
income,  and  leases  the  oil  rights  on  his  place, 
where  there  are  seventeen  wells  producing  at 
present.  So  far  he  has  not  attempted  to  de- 
velop the  coal  on  his  land  any  more  than  is 
necessary  to  produce  enough  for  home  con- 
sqmption.  He  is  particularly  fond  of  good 
horses,  and  keeps  some  thoroughbred  roadsters. 
Politically  Mr.  Marshall  has  always  supported 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  his  earlier  life 
was  active  in  public  affairs,  having  served  as 
constable  and  tax  collector  while  in  Butler 
county.  Of  late  years  he  has  not  taken  any 
definite  part  in  the  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment beyond  helping  to  secure  good  officials. 
He  is  a  Mason  in  fraternal  connection,  belong- 
ing to  the  lodge  at  Hamburg,  New  York. 

When  twenty-six  years  old  Mr.  Marshall 
married  Mary  Elizabeth  Daugherty,  daughter 
of  Patrick  and  Eliza  (Emery)  Daugherty,  who 
lived  at  his  present  home,  Mrs.  Daugherty  liv- 
ing here  with  them  until  her  death,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  Mrs.  Marshall  passed  away 
Jan.  ID,  1914-  She  was  the  mother  of  the 
following  children :  Richard  was  in  business 
at  Bradford,  Pa.,  as  proprietor  of  a  restaurant, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  twenty-six  years  old ;  Harry  is  engaged 
as  a  driller  in  the  Kansas  oil  fields,  and  makes 
his  home  at  Eldorado.  Kans. ;  Burdell  is  a 
driller  in  this  vicinity,  living  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  father,  with  his  wife,  Julia  (Miller), 
and  two  children.  William  and  June ;  Mabel  is 
the  wife  of  William  Hayes,  of  Franklin,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Hygiene  Bakery;  Maud  is  the 
wife  of  James  W.  Berringer.  who  is  engaged 
in  drilling  in  the  oil  fields  about  Bartlesville, 


Okla. ;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Bert  Waldron, 
of  Perry,  Okla.,  whose  work  is  also  in  the 
oil  fields ;  Emma  is  living  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  em- 
ployed as  a  saleswoman;  Grace  is  the  wife  of 
P'red  McGraw,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Paul,  the 
youngest  son,  resides  with  his  father. 

WILLIAM  J.  HO  VIS,  of  Clintonville,  Ven- 
ango county,  has  been  one  of  the  successful 
operators  in  the  local  oil  fields,  where  he  has 
been  variously  engaged  since  1877.  For  thirty- 
five  years  he  made  his  home  on  his  tract  of 
land  one  mile  south  of  Clintonville,  a  valuable 
property  of  thirty-seven  acres  which  became 
well  improved  in  his  care.  He  is  a  member  of 
a  family  which  has  long  been  prominent  in 
Clinton  township  and  whose  early  records  will 
be  found  in  the  biography  of  Charles  W.  Hovis, 
eldest  brother  of  William  J.  Hovis,  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

William  J.  Hovis  was  bom  Dec.  22,  1859, 
at  the  home  place  in  Clinton  township,  and  here 
he  has  lived  and  worked  and  done  his  share  in 
the  advancement  of  the  community.  When  he 
went  to  work  about  the  oil  wells  he  had  his 
first  experience  as  a  tool  dresser  at  Parker, 
Pa.,  and  he  has  assisted  in  the  sinking  of  many 
wells,  being  associated  for  a  time  with  T.  W. 
Phillips,  who  opened  up  the  field  in  his  home 
neighborhood.  At  present  he  is  operating  in 
company  with  J.  F.  Craig,  of  Buflfalo,  as  Craig 
&  Hovis,  having  twelve  producing  wells  on  his 
father'^  farm  with  an  average  yield  of  third 
sand  oil,  and  also  sufficient  gas  to  operate  the 
pumps.  He  was  formerly  interested  in  the  M. 
E.  Oil  Company,  who  had  one  oil  well  and  one 
gas  well,  but  these  have  been  turned  over  to  his 
son  Curtis.  Though  he  has  never  attempted 
extensive  operations  Mr.  Hovis  has  done  well, 
meeting  with  substantial  success.  During  his 
residence  on  his  farm  south  of  Clintonville, 
which  was  formerly  owned  by  his  cousin,  J.  A. 
Hovis,  he  was  largely  occupied  with  its  culti- 
vation and  improvement,  putting  up  all  the 
buildings  now  standing  there  and  developing 
the  property  along  modern  lines^  His  son  Cur- 
tis now  occupies  that  place,  Mr.  Hovis  having 
moved  into  Clintonville,  where  he  has  a  very 
pleasant  home.  He  has  been  a  good  citizen, 
and  though  he  has  never  sought  public  honors 
he  has  served  on  the  school  board,  handling  his 
responsibilities  faithfully  and  with  the  same 
care  that  he  gives  to  his  own  concerns.  He  is 
a  Democrat  politically.  Like  his  father  he 
belongs  to  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
steward. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years  Mr.  Hovis 
was  married  to  Rose  Dick,  who  was  bom  in 
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Pittsburgh,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Dick,  an 
Evangehcal  minister  who  filled  various  pastor- 
ates in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Maryland.  He 
died  at  Grand  Island,  Fla.,  where  he  had  gone 
for  his  health.  Mrs.  Hovis  is  the  only  member 
of  her  family  in  Venango  county.  She  was  a 
music  teacher  before  her  marriage,  and  still 
retains  a  Jively  interest  in  music  and  in  all 
other  activities  which  contribute  to  the  ameni- 
ties of  life,  doing  her  full  share  in  church  and 
social  work.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hovis :  David  Roy,  who  is  now 
operating  in  the  Clintonville  oil  field,  married 
Sylvia  Hoffman,  daughter  of  S.  H.  Hoffman, 
and  has  eight  children;  Lulu  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Hoffman,  and  has  three  children  (Mr. 
Hoffman  is  proprietor  of  a  garage  at  Clinton- 
ville) ;  Grace  married  Utillis  Porter  and  has 
three  children ;  Curtis  completes  the  family. 

Curtis  Hovis  now  lives  on  his  father's  farm 
one  mile  south  of  Clintonville,  and  he  is  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  oil  operations,  being  inter- 
ested in  three  leases,  with  sixteen  wells.  He 
devotes  his  time  to  these  leases,  looking  after 
the  pumping  and  also  acting  as  pumper  on  his 
father's  leases.  He  married  Fay  Martin, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Martin,  now  a  resident  of 
Grove  City,  Pa.,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Opal,  Verla  and  Thomas  P. 

JAMES  P.  KERN  was  prominently  asso- 
ciated with  the  commercial  activities  of  Oil 
City  and  Venango  county  for  a  round  fifty 
years  before  his  retirement,  in  1916,  when  he 
turned  over  the  substantial  house  of  Kern  & 
'  Company  to  his  two  sons,  who  bid  fair  to  add 

\.  their  full  share  of  credit  to  a  name  long  re- 
**"  spected  in  business  circles  in  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania.  Father  and  sons  have  also  con- 
tributed substantially  to  the  social  advance- 
ment of  the  community,  promoting  its  best  in- 
terests by  their  own  high-class  citizenship  both 
in  private  life  and  public  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Kern  is  a  native  of  Franklin  county. 
Pa.,  born  July  2,  1844,  son  of  Andrew  and 
Nancy  (Toms)  Kern,  the  father  born  in  Ger- 
many, the  mother  in  Franklin  county,  where 
Mr.  Kern  settled  on  his  arrival  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1830.  He  remained  there  until  his  removal 
to  Logan.  Ohio,  in  1850,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1868,  in  which  year  he  went  West 
to  Kansas.  In  1877  he  purchased  a  farm  near 
Oil  City,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil 
during  the  rest  of  his  active  years. 

James  P.  Kern  was  a  child  when  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated.    A  few  months  after  the  break- 


ing out  of  the  Civil  war,  though  imder  age,  he 
enlisted  Sept.  10,  1861,  in  Company  D,  17th 
Ohio  V  olunteer  Infantry,  for  three  years,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  saw  considerable  active 
service.  The  regiment  went  to  Camp  Dennison 
to  organize,  and  was  sent  from  there  Sept.  20th 
by  rail  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  marching  from  that 
point  to  Wild  Cat  Gap,  and  getting  its  initial 
battle  experience  at  Wild  Cat  Oct.  20th,  when 
General  ZoUicoffer  was  headed  off  and  driven 
back.  Subsequently  Mr.  Kern  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Mill  Springs,  Ky.,  Jan.  19,  1862; 
Corinth,  Miss.,  May  17,  1862;  Perrysville, 
Ky.,  Oct.  8,  1862;  Stone  River,  Tenn.,  Dec. 
30,  1862,  and  Jan.  3,  1863 ;  and  Chickamauga, 
Ga.,  Sept.  19-20,  1^3,  where  on  Sunday,  the 
20th,  he  was  wounded  by  a  bullet  through  the 
left  knee.  He  lay  where  he  fell  until  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday,  when  he  and  others  too  serious- 
ly wounded  to  be  sent  to  Confederate  prisons 
were  taken  to  Crawfish  Springs,  being  held 
there  until  ambulances  from  the  Union  army 
were  allowed  to  go  into  the  Confederate  lines 
for  wounded,  all  of  whom  were  thereupon 
paroled  and  taken  into  Chattanooga.  Thence 
they  were  removed  to  Nashville  hospitals, 
where  Mr.  Kern  stayed  until  able  to  go  home 
to  Logan  on  a  thirty-days  furlough.  At  its  ex- 
piration he  was  ordered  to  join  the  paroled 
prisoners  held  at  Camp  Chase,  near  Columbus, 
where  he  was  declared  exchanged  several 
months  later,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
in  August,  1864,  for  "disability,  caused  by  gun- 
shot through  left  knee." 

Returning  to  Logan,  Ohio,  Mr.  Kern  re- 
mained at  his  old  home  until  May,  1865,  when 
he  came  to  the  oil  regions  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania, passing  about  six  months  in  Frank- 
lin before  his  location  at  Oil  City,  where  his 
first  association  was  with  J.  A.  Dewar  &  Com- 
pany, flour  and  feed  merchants  in  the  Third 
ward.  In  1867  he  opened  a  retail  grocery  store 
on  his  own  account,  closing  it  out  in  1868,  when 
he  formed  a  connection  with  Messrs.  Benn 
and  Smith  and  commenced  business  at  the  to- 
cation  where  the  Kern  &  Company  house  is  still 
established.  They  erected  buildings  on  the  east 
side  of  Seneca  street,  at  the  corner  of  the  Alle- 
gheny &  Great  Western  railroad,  and  extend- 
ing as  far  as  Elm  street,  having  ninety  feet  on 
Seneca  and  fifty  on  Elm.  providing  what  then 
seemed  ample  quarters  for  a  flour  and  feed 
and  wholesale  grocery  business.  A.  W.  AIs- 
l)aue:h  joined  the  firm  in  1869,  taking  Mr. 
Smith's  interest,  and  the  business  was  then  con- 
ducted under  the  name  of  Benn,  Kern  &  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Benn's  share  being  purchased  by  the 
other  two  partners  in   1875,  when  it  became 
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Kem  &  Alsbaugh.  They  established  a  large 
trade,  the  patronage  in  1877  extending  all  over 
the  oil  regions  and  into  parts  of  the  lumber 
regions,  in  1884  Mr.  Kern  became  sole  owner, 
and  the  business  continued  to  expand  under  his 
vigorous  management,  within  a  few  years  at- 
taining the  prestige  that  it  has  ever  since 
maintained  at  the  head  of  the  trade  in  this  re- 
gion. On  June  11,  1896,  he  broke  ground  for 
a  new  store  building,  into  which  he  moved 
Dec.  ist  of  that  year.  It  is  practically  of  fire- 
proof construction,  six  stories  in  height  and 
47  by  100  feet  in  dimensions,  one  of  the  most 
completely  and  conveniently  appointed  struc- 
tures in  northwestern  Pennsylvania  devoted  to 
this  particular  line  of  goods.  Mr.  Kem  handled 
wholesale  groceries  and  provisions  extensively 
in  addition  to  the  original  flour  and  feed  stock, 
fincfing  it  most  satisfactory  to  combine  these 
several  lines.  He  was  always  thoroughly  alive 
to  the  advantages  of  good  ecjuipment,  and  when 
he  put  up  his  present  building  it  was  the  only 
brick  block  of  five  stories  or  over  in  Venango 
county.  Moving  and  transportation  problems 
also  received  his  close  attention  as  being  im- 
portant to  the  dispatch  of  business.  Railroad 
siding  brought  cars  to  within  four  feet  of  the 
door  of  the  old  store,  and  a  switch  also  runs 
along  the  side  of  the  present  building,  allow- 
ing the  removal  of  goods  from  the  cars  into 
the  house  with  less  drudgery  and  more  speed 
than  the  average  facilities  permit,  with  a  cor- 
responding saving  in  expense.  In  fact,  the 
prompt  service  for  which  Kern  &  Company 
have  long  been  noted  is  due  largely  to  Mr. 
Kern's  careful  consideration  of  such  details. 
In  1916  he  retired  from  active  participation  in 
the  business,  which  his  sons  have  since  con- 
ducted. 

Mr.  Kem  has  kept  up  his  Civil  war  associa- 
tions through  his  membership  in  the  G.  A.  R., 
having  been  prominent  in  William  Downing 
Post  at  Oil  City,  of  which  he  is  a  past  com- 
mander. He  ^  also  belongs  to  Petrolia  Lodge, 
No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  politics  Mr.  Kem 
has  always  supported  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  married  in  April,  1867,  to  Margaret 
E.  Turner,  daughter  of  William  Tumer,  an 
old  riverman  from  Emlenton,  Venango  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  reared  two  children,  George 
A.  and  William  Garfield.  The  entire  family 
are  members  of  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  which 
Mr.  Kem  has  served  as  member  of  the  board 
of  tmstees,  taking  the  deepest  interest  in  its 
welfare.  He  stands  as  high  in  the  personal  re- 
gard of  his  associates  as  he  does  in  commercial 
connections. 

George  A.  Kern  w?s  born  in  Oil  City  Nov. 


20,  1874,  and  there  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion, attending  the  grammar  and  high  schools. 
Later  he  took  a  course  at  the  business  uni- 
versity in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  his  practical 
training  was  obtained  in  his  father's  establish- 
ment where  he  was  advanced  in  responsibility 
as  he  gained  familiarity  with  the  various  de- 
partments, being  well  prepared  to  assume  his 
share  of  the  management  when  his  father  re- 
tired, in  October,  1916.  The  sons  are  equal 
partners. 

Mr.  Kern  married  Leona  May  Waldo, 
daughter  of  George  and  Ella  (Wall)  Waldo, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Kenneth  James,  bom 
April  21,  1902,  now  a  student  at  Culver  Mil- 
itary Academy,  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Kem  has  been 
particularly  zealous  in  furthering  educational 
facilities  in  his  home  city,  serving  two  terms  as 
school  controller  from  the  Seventh  ward  and 
as  a  member  of  the  building  committee  when 
plans  for  the  new  high  school  building  were 
selected,  the  structure  being  started  during  his 
second  term.  He  has  always  been  enthusiastic 
about  athletics,  in  his  earlier  years  playing 
with  the  Heckers  Hitters,  a  famous  basebaH 
team  of  the  Iron  and  Oil  League,  whose  man- 
ager, Hecker^  was  one  of  the  noted  profession- 
al players  of  the  oil  country  league,  which  first 
had  eight  clubs,  but  was  later  reduced  to  six. 
While  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Kern  was 
assistant  physical  director  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
At  Oil  City  he  has  been  prominent  in  the 
fraternal  and  social  organizations,  being  a 
member  and  past  master  of  Petrolia  Lodge, 
^o-  363,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  member  of  Oil  City  Chap- 
ter, No.  236,  R.  A.  M. ;  Talbot  Commandery, 
No.  44,  K.  T. ;  Zem  Zem  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
N.  M.  S.,  of  Erie,  Pa.;  the  Venango  Club; 
the  National  Security  League ;  and  Oil  City 
Council,  United  Commercial  Travelers,  of 
which  he  is  a  past  councilor. 

William  GARFikLD  Kern  was  bom  at  Oil 
City,  Aug.  3,  1881,  and  was  educated  there, 
attending  the  grammar  and  high  schools  and 
later  the  Oil  City  Business  College  under  Prof. 

E.  B.  Welsh.  His  special  association  with 
the  business  of  Kern  &  Company  has  been  in 
the  bookkeeping  department,  where  he  has 
been  engaged  for  twenty-five  years.  Like  his 
brother  he  is  well  known  in  the  fraternal 
bodies,  belonging  to  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363, 

F.  &  A.  M. :  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O. 
Elks,  of  which  he  is  a  past  exalted  ruler;  Oil 
City  Lodge,  No.  589,  L  O.  9.  F. :  and  Oil  City 
Council,  United  Commercial  Travelers.  In 
politics  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republi- 
can party.  At  one  time  he  had  considerable 
reputation  as  a  baseball  player.     By  his  mar- 
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riage  to  Daisy  Irene  Thompson  Mr.  Kern  has 
one  child,  James  P.,  Jr.,  bom  Sept.  lo,  1902, 
a  student  in  the  Oil  City  high  school. 

Miles  Thompson,  father  of  Mrs.  Kern,  was 
a  carpenter  and  contractor,  for  twenty  years 
doing  business  at  Oil  City,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jones,  was  like  himself  ^ 
native  of  Clarion  coimty,  and  survived  him, 
reaching  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  They 
are  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery  at  Oil  City. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  a  Republican  in  his  political  con- 
victions. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  had  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  Mrs.  Kern's  brothers  and 
sisters  being:  Jud,  formerly  prothonotary  of 
Venango  county,  now  a  resident  of  San  Diego, 
Cal. ;  Bruce,  a  traveling  salesman,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Oil  City;  Grace,  wife  of  D.  L. 
Thomas,  of  Oil  City;  Pearl,  wife  of  Grant 
Xolph,  of  Punxsutawney,  Pa. ;  and  Anna,  wife 
of  C.  D.  Hughes,  of  San  Diego,  California. 

FRANK  E.  GROSER,  during  most  of  his 
life  a  resident  of  Rynd  Farm  and  throughout 
his  business  career  a  well  known  oil  producer 
of  that  section  of  Venango  county,  was  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother  Alfred  Groser  in  the 
ownership  and  direction  of  the  extensive  in- 
terests now  managed  by  the  latter.  For  many 
years  they  carried  on  their  joint  operations 
under  the  name  of  Groser  Brothers,  their  large 
holdings  in  Complanter,  Sugar  Creek  and 
Cherrytree  townships  being  amon^  the  most 
valuable  in  these  respective  temtories  and 
systematically  worked  in  keeping  with  modem 
standards. 

Mr.  Groser  was  bom  Nov.  i,  1856,  on  Bully 
Hill,  in  Venango  county,  Pa.,  and  was  a  son 
of  John  Groser,  who  made  a  location  at  Bully 
Hill  immediately  after  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try from  Switzerland,  his  birthplace.  He  was 
twenty-three  years  old  when  he  came  to 
America.  After  some  employment  at  farm- 
ing he  purchased  a  tract  at  his  first  location, 
later  locating  in  that  part  of  Oakland  township 
now  embraced  in  Complanter,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one 
years.  He  is  buried  in  Brown's  cemetery  in 
Oakland  township.  Mr.  Groser  was  not  only 
respected  as  one  of  the  thrifty,  substantial 
farmers  of  his  day,  but  also  well  known  as  a 
local  preacher  and  for  his  activity  in  religious 
enterprises.  His  wife,  whose  maiden'  name 
was  Sophia  Lamey,  died  when  fifty  years  old 
and  is  buried  at  Rynd  Farm.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Mary  Ann 
married  William  Manson  and  died  in  Com- 


planter township;  Margaret  married  William 
Baker,  and  they  reside  at  Rouseville;  Etta,  un- 
married, resides  at  Oil  City ;  Frank  E.  is  next 
in  the  family ;  Alfred,  bom  March  20,  1859,  is 
a  resident  of  Oil  Citv  and  continues  the  busi- 
ness of  Groser  Brothers  in  the  production  of 
oil;  Amanda,  who  is  immarried,  lives  in  Oil 
City;  Jennie  R.  is  the  wife  of  William  S. 
Welker,  of  Rouseville. 

As  a  child  Frank  E.  Groser  moved  with  his 
parents  to  R)md  Farm,  in  Complanter  town- 
ship, where  he  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  His  first  employment  was  in 
the  oil  fields,  and  he  was  associated  with  the 
industry  all  his  life,  becoming  one  of  the  pros- 
perous producers  in  the  various  sections  where 
he  held  interests.  With  his  brother  Alfred  he 
owned  and  operated  the  production  on  the 
Hood  farm,  as  well  as  others  in  Cherrytree 
and  Sugar  Creek  townships^  leading  an  active 
career  and  meeting  with  substantial  success. 
He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  did  his 
share  in  the  administration  of  local  affairs, 
serving  four  years  as  school  director  of  Com- 
planter township,  and  took  an  interest  in  other 
rnatters  of  general  concem.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
of  Rouseville,  of  which  he  had  been  an  active 
member.  Socially  he  was  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  died  at  Rynd 
Farm  Jan.  9,  1914,  and  is  buried  there. 

On  March  30,  1893,  Mr.  Groser  was  united 
in  marriage  with  May  Irene  Turner,  daughter 
of  Amasa  F.  Turner,  who  survives  him  with 
their  only  child,  Ruth,  now  the  wife  of  Clay- 
ton Hays,  of  Oakland  township,  this  county. 
Mrs.  Groser  now  makes  her  home  at  Rouse- 
ville, having  removed  to  that  town  in  Oct(Aer, 
1914. 

Amasa  F.  Turner,  now  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  Rouseville,  where  he  has  lived  in 
retirement  for  some  years,  was  bom  May  7, 
1827,  in  New  York  State,  son  of  Enoch  Tur- 
ner and  grandson  of  the  Squire  Tumer  widely 
known  in  his  judicial  capacity  in  Ots^o 
county,  N.  Y.,  for  many  years.  Later  he  lo- 
cated in  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died. 
Enoch  Tumer  followed  farming  in  New  York 
until  his  removal  to  Crawford  county.  Pa.,  in 
1 83 1,  the  family  making  the  journey  by  canal 
and  being  among  the  first  settlers  in  their 
neighborhood,  six  miles  east  of  Cambridge 
Springs.  There  Enoch  Tumer  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  active 
years  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  his  ninety-second  year.  His  wife, 
Lucinda  (Fitch),  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five, 
and    both    are   buried    in    Crawford   county. 
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Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
Aniasa  F.,  Lavona,  Elizabeth,  Adelaide,  Ruth, 
Mary,  Burton  and  Oliver,  all  now  deceased 
but  Amasa  F.  and  Elizabeth. 

Aniasa  F.  Turner  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
during  his  early  years  assistii^  his  father  with 
the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  the  home  place 
in  Crawford  county,  which  was  in  the  wilder- 
ness when  they  took  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty. He  started  out  on  his  own  account  when 
he  had  reached  his  majority,  and  continued 
agricultural  work  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  active  life.  Settling  in  Rynd  Farm,  in 
Complanter  township,  Venango  county,  dur- 
ing March,  1888,  he  was  engaged  in  butcher- 
ing there  four  years,  and  was  subsequently 
station  agent  at  Rynd  Farm  for  twelve  years, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  locating  in  Rouseville, 
where  he  has  since  lived  retired.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Groser,  has  lived  there  with  him  since 
October,  1914.  Mr.  Turner  married  Jane 
Lang,  daughter  of  John  Lang,  of  Crawford 
county,  Pa.,  and  six  children  were  bom  to 
them:  Eugene,  Omar,  Don,  Burton,  Wesley 
and  May  Irene  (widow  of  Frank  Ephraim 
Groser).  The  mother  died  Sept.  26,  1899, 
and  is  buried  at  her  early  home  in  Crawford 
county. 

JOHN  McLAUGHLLV,  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  Cranberry  township,  is  now  living 
in  retirement  upon  his  farm,  a  valuable  tract 
which  he  cultivated  for  many  years  and  which 
has  also  produced  oil  in  paying  quantities. 
Mr.  McLaughlin  came  to  Venango  county 
over  fifty  years  ago.  when  the  excitement  over 
the  discovery  of  oil  was  still  running  high,  and 
he  has  many  interesting  recollections  of  those 
days,  much  of  hisi  early  experiences  here 
having  brought  him  into  contact  with  the  oil 
industry  when  it  was  in  the  experimen/tal 
stage,  before  development  and  production  had 
reached  the  business-like  system  of  modern 
operations.  He  is  now  enjoying  his  years  in 
comfort  after  a  most  industrious  life,  which 
earned  him  the  unqualified  respect  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  as  well  as  the  material  rewards 
sufficient  to  insure  ease  and  a  competence 
when  he  was  ready  to  give  up  active  work. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  was  born  July  24,  1836. 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  at  the  comer  of  Penn  and 
Irwin  streets.  His  father.  John  McLaughlin, 
had  settled  in  that  city  upon  his  arrival  from 
Ireland,  of  which  country  he  was  a  native, 
bom  in  Sligo.  He  and  his  brother  James 
made  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  together, 
arriving  at  New  York  after  fifteen  weeks  on 
the  water,  and  by  the  time  they  reached  that 
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port  the  brother  had  changed  his  mind  about 
leaving  Ireland,  to  which  he  returned  im- 
mediately, on  the  same  ship.  It  was  not 
until  fifty  years  later  that  he  came  to  America 
to  stay.  John  McLaughlin  came  from  New 
York  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  made  a  perma- 
nent home,  his  death  occurring  there  when  he 
was  about  seventy-four  years  old.  For  some 
time  he  boated  on  the  Ohio  river,  pulling 
boats  over  the  falls,  and  drove  a  dray  in  the 
city  for  thirty-two  years,  spending  his  last 
days  in  retirement.  In  1825  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Pittsburgh  to  Bridget  Kane,  like  him- 
self a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this 
country  when  twenty  years  old,  landing  at 
Baltimore.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Honora,  James,  Mary,  Kate, 
Annie,  John,  Thomas,  Bridget  and  Michael. 

John  McLaughlin,  son  of  John  and  Bridget 
(Kane)  McLaughlin,  was  brought  up  in  Pitts- 
burgh. He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
trade  of  boilermaker  and  continued  to  follow 
that  work  for  four  years,  becoming  a  skilled 
mechanic.  For  one  year  he  conducted  a  store. 
In  1862  Mr.  McLaughlin  came  to  Oil  City, 
Venango  county,  and  for  a  short  time  was  en- 
gaged in  rafting,  also  boating  on  Oil  creek 
and  the  Allegheny  river.  For  three  years  he 
carried  on  the  *'Moran  House"  at  Oil  City, 
and  then  for  another  three  years  was  with 
Joseph  Seep  at  Olean,  N.  Y.  Retuming  to 
Venango  county,  he  bought  a  tract  of  five  and 
a  half  acres  at  Oil  City,  which  he  occupied  for 
three  years,  removing  thence  to  his  present 
location  in  Cranberry  township,  where  he 
purchased  184  acres.  Eighty  acres  of  this 
property  he  sold  to  J.  C.  Sioley.  From  the 
time  he  settled  on  his  farm  until  his  retire- 
ment Mr.  McLaughlin  was  engaged  principally 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  making  notable  im- 
provements upon  his  land,  which  increased 
greatly  in  value  under  his  care.  In  his  prime 
he  was  known  as  a  powerful  man  physically, 
and  he  never  spared  himself  in  his  efforts  to 
make  his  work  prosper  or  to  carry  out  any- 
thing he  had  undertaken.  The  oil  develop- 
ments upon  his  property  have  also  proved 
profitable,  and  production  is  still  going  on 
there.  His  substantial  brick  residence  is  one 
of  the  oldest  dwellings  in  this  section.  Mr. 
McLaug^hlin  served  as  tax  collector  in  1873 
in  Oil  City,  but  he  has  not  aspired  to  public 
responsibilities,  though  he  takes  an  interest  in 
good  government  and  uses  his  vote  in  behalf 
of  the  candidates  he  considers  most  worthy. 

In  1861  Mr.  McLaughlin  married  Ann  Eliz- 
abeth McVav,  daughter  of  James  and  Ann 
(Devine)    McVay,   and   children   as   follows 
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were  bom  to  them:  James;  John,  who  lives 
at  the  home  place  and  is  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil;  George;  C.  Walter;  Vin- 
cent; Gertrude;  Joseph;  Helena,  and  Mary 
Estella.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
July  21,  1912,  and  is  buried  in  St.  Patrick's 
cemetery. 

PHILIP  GHOST  HOFFMAN,  deceased, 
was  for  many  years  an  honored  resident  of 
Clinton  township,  where  the  family  has  been 
numerously  represented  ever  since  the  pioneer 
period.  The  Hoffmans  came  here  from  West- 
moreland county  among  the  earliest  permanent 
settlers,  and  they  have  always  had  a  name  for 
thrift  and  progressive  enterprise,  having  been 
counted  upon  for  helpful  association  in  the  ma- 
terial development  of  this  part  of  Venango 
county  and  no  less  in  the  establishment  of  a 
desirable  social  order.  Their  substantial  cir- 
cumstances and  unquestioned  standing  show 
that  they  have  not  failed  in  either  respect, 
and  the  present  generation  is  fortunate  in  the 
possession  of  many  of  the  traits  which  char- 
acterized the  ancestors  who  had  the  hardihood 
to  attempt  a  settlement  in  what  was  then  a 
primitive  region. 

John  Hoffman,  the  father  of  Philip  Ghost 
Hoffman,  came  very  early  from  Westmoreland 
to  Venango  county,  settling  one  mile  west  of 
what  is  now  Clintonville.  He  chose  a  fine 
sightly  spot  for  his  home,  where  his  grandson, 
Don  Carlos  Hoffman,  now  lives,  and  built  the 
present  residence  during  the  Civil  war.  He 
died  there  in  old  age,  soon  after  the  war,  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 
Ghost,  survived  him  several  years.  Accord- 
ing to  his  plans  the  place  passed  to  his  son 
Philip  Ghost  Hoffman,  father  of  Don  Carlos. 
John  and  Catherine  (Ghost)  Hoffman  had 
the  following  family:  Waher,  who  died  in 
Irwin  township,  where  his  sons  William  John 
and  Barkey  now  live  (his  son  Lowrie  died  at 
Ellwood  City  in  the  spring  of  1918)  ;  Daniel, 
who  also  died  in  Irwin  township,  his  surviving 
sons  being  Craft,  John.  Sheridan  and  Walter ; 
Philip  Ghost ;  Christiania,  who  married  James 
Hoffman  and  died  in  Irwin  township;  Bar- 
bara, who  married  John  Phipps,  and  died  in 
Irwin  township;  Catherine,  wife  of  Daniel 
Williams:  Mary,  wife  of  William  Adams; 
Charlotte,  wife  of  John  Hovis,  of  Clinton 
township;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Richard 
Surrena,  and  lived  in  Clinton  township:  and 
Sarah,  who  married  Richard  Richards,  of 
Clinton  township. 

Philip  Ghost  Hoffman  was  bom  June  15, 
1823,  in  Clinton  township,  where  his  life  was 


spent,  his  death  occurring  at  the  old  homestead 
in  1895.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Mary  Ann  Martin,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children:  Taylor,  Isabel  (wife  of  J.  H. 
Monjar,  of  Clinton  township,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work)  and  David  Martin,  the 
last  named  an  oil  producer  of  Eldred,  McKean 
Co.,  Pa.  In  1854  Mr.  Hoffman  was  married 
(second)  to  Sarah  Walter,  daughter  of  John 
Walter,  who  lived  near  the  old  log  church  in 
Irwin  township  (where  his  son  John  now  lives, 
also  mentioned  elsewhere),  and  died  July  4, 
1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy- four  years.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hoffman  died  in  1907.  Her  children 
were:  Mary  Ann  married  Frank  Hist,  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio ;  Columbus  is  a  resident  of  Ir- 
win township ;  Howard  James  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Alice  is  the  wife  of  Percy  Williams,  of 
Syracuse,  Ohio ;  Catherine  K  is  the  widow  of 
John  H.  Daugherty,  of  Clinton  township,  men- 
tioned elsewhere;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  B. 
Monjar,  of  Latrobe,  Pa.;  Peter  lives  on  part 
of  the  old  farm ;  Laura  is  Mrs.  William  Sur- 
rena, of  Irwin  township;  Don  Carlos  is  on  the 
old  homestead. 

Taylor  Hoffman,  eldest  son  of  Philip 
Ghost  Hoffman,  was  born  Dec.  9,  1846,  on  the 
home  farm  one  mile  west  of  Clintonville.  Be- 
ing about  four  years  old  when  his  mother  died, 
he  was  taken  by  his  grandparents,  John  Hoff- 
man and  wife,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
shortly  before  the  Civil  war.  During  the  war 
he  was  on  the  paternal  farm  with  his  step- 
mother while  his  father  was  in  the  army,  and 
subsequently  he  spent  some  years  with  his  aunt 
(Tatherine,  after  the  death  of  his  uncle  I)aniel, 
living  in  her  home  up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage. He  had  the  early  experiences  common 
to  the  boys  of  his  day,  being  familiar  with 
agricultural  work  from  childhood,  and  as  a 
young  man  he  made  several  trips  down  the 
Allegheny  on  rafts,  his  father  having  been 
engaged  in  such  work  for  some  years.  He  was 
employed  in  the  Rouseville  oil  fields  as  a  team- 
ster, hauling  supplies,  for  two  years,  hauling 
oil  from  the  tanks  to  cars  before  the  pipe  lines 
were  installed.  Then  he  lived  on  his  father's 
part  of  the  old  farm,  also  teaming  in  the  Bul- 
lion oil  fields,  until  his  removal  to  Butler 
county,  to  a  tract  of  land  of  which  his  wife 
owned  part.  Having  bought  out  the  othe- 
shares  in  that  place  he  farmed  there  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  was  at  Parker  for  a  time, 
teaming  on  the  pipe  line  for  one  and  a  half 
years,  and  being  there  during  the  Bullion  ex- 
citement. Later  he  bought  the  old  farm,  and 
after  selling  it  he  bought  on  Pone  Hill,  three 
miles  west  of  Clintonville  in  Irwin  township. 
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His  next  removal  was  to  Bradford,  where  he 
did  getieral  teaming.  Returning  to  the  Pone 
Hill  farm,  he  cultivated  it  for  about  eight 
years,  meanwhile  drilling  in  the  oil  fields,  hav- 
ing bought  some  oil  wells  in  the  county  with 
his  brother  Columbus.  For  two  years  he  oper- 
ated a  small  flouring  mill  at  New  Hope,  whence 
he  returned  to  his  oil  wells  on  the  S.  P.  Mc- 
Calmont  farm,  which  he  operated  in  company 
with  his  brother  and  Ghost  McFadden  and 
Ambrose  McFadden,  later  buying  out  these 
men.  They  had  bought  out  a  lease  with  four- 
teen wells,  and  twenty-nine  more  were  sunk, 
and  though  some  dry  holes  were  struck  the 
drilling  was  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  and  the 
yield  became  very  profitable.  Mr.  Hoffman 
operated  until  1908,  selling  the  lease  upon  the 
closing  of  the  bank  at  Clintonville.  Meantime 
he  had  secured  other  leases,  some  m  partner- 
ship with  others,  and  he  has  continued  opera- 
tions to  the  present;  both  alone  and  in  com- 
pany with  others,  now  having  shares  in  some 
wells  and  being  sole  owner  of  several,  most  of 
which  he  sunk  himself.  By  devoting  himself 
to  his  various  properties  he  has  become  one 
of  the  successful  operators  in  his  locality, 
working:  hard  and  unceasingly  to  care  for  the 
details  of  his  enterprises.  Public  life  has  had 
no  attraction  for  him,  his  participation  in  such 
matters  being  confined  to  his  efforts  to  sup- 
port good  men  for  office. 

When  twenty-two  years  old  Mr.  Hoffman 
married  Matilda  FarVen,  of  Butler  county, 
who  died  about  twelve  years  later,  leaving  four 
children:  Harry,  now  an  oil  producer  at  Clin- 
tonville and  well  known  in  that  section ;  Mar- 
tin, who  is  in  the  same  business  in  the  Bul- 
lion field,  and  one  of  the  substantial  opera- 
tors there ;  Richard,  also  an  oil  producer,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years ;  and  Mar- 
shall, who  is  operating  in  the  oil  fields  in  Kan- 
sas. In  1882  Mr.  Hoffman  married  (second) 
Sarah  Pohlman,  of  Butler  county,  near  Pone 
Hill,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  three 
children:  Lotta,  wife  of  Elmer  Donaldson, 
an  oil  man  near  Bartlesville,  Okla. ;  Earl,  op- 
erator in  Clintonville :  and  Raymond,  at  home. 
The  family  have  a  pleasant  home  in  Clinton- 
ville, where  they  have  resided  for  the  last 
twelve  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  are 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  she  is  spe- 
cially active  in  all  the  work  of  the  congrega- 
tion- An  interesting  story  is  told  in  the  fam- 
ily. Though  Philip  G.  Hoffman  was  a  stanch 
Protestant,  he  was  on  terms  of  friendly  famil- 
iarity with  his  Catholic  neighbors,  and  the 
priest  often  called  on  him  en  route  to  some 
outside  parish.    Once,  just  as  the  Father  came 


along,  Taylor  Hoffman  fell  from  bed,  the  fall 
taking  his  breath  away  completely.  The  priest 
picked  him  up  in  his  arms,  and  thinking  him 
about  to  die  called  for  water  and  baptized  him. 

Howard  James  Hoffman  was  bom  May 
16,  1859,  on  his  father's  farm,  part  of  which 
he  now  occupies.  He  grew  up  there,  and 
acquired  a  good  common  school  education  in 
the  neighborhood,  but  like  most  boys  of  that 
day  he  began  work  early.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  but  meanwhile, 
when  twenty-two  years  old,  he  had  begun  work 
in  the  oil  fields,  first  as  pumper,  then  at  tool 
dressing  and  drilling,  and  having  gained  a 
comprehensive  experience  he  began  to  take 
contracts  for  drilling,  this  being  about  twenty- 
eight  years  ago,  at  the  time  of  the  Murrins- 
ville  excitement.  As  soon  as  possible  he  in- 
creased his  facilities  and  extended  his  opera- 
tions, and  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  Bullion 
field  as  a  well  driller  ever  since.  Formerly 
he  operated  at  Evans  City,  and  also  in  Beaver 
county,  but  eventually  centered  his  work  in  the 
Bullion  field.  For  fourteen  years  Mr.  Hoff- 
man has  also  been  a  producer  of  oil,  being  now 
interested  in  several  leases,  covering  thirty 
producing  wells.  For  some  time  he  was  in 
partnership  with  John  J.  McLaurin,  of  Frank- 
lin, in  lease  development,  and  his  son  is  now 
associated  with  him.  Most  all  the  wells  in 
which  he  is  interested  have  been  sunk  by  him- 
self, and  though  he  has  followed  some  ven- 
tures which  seemed  none  too  promising  he 
has  on  the  whole  secured  an  average  produc- 
tion, and  his  combined  activities  have  brought 
him  prosperity.  In  his  earlier  years  he  helped 
to  clear  considerable  of  the  home  tract  of  160 
acres,  and  he  has  secured  nine  acres  of  that 
property  for  himself,  living  on  this  piece  of 
land,  which  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile  west  of 
Clintonville.  He  has  put  up  two  residences 
there.  All  of  his  attention  has  been  concen- 
trated on  his  business  enterprises  and  home 
interests,  but  though  not  in  public  life  in  any 
capacity  he  is  public-spirited  in  all  things 
affecting  the  general  good.  He  is  prominent  in 
the  membership  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Clin- 
tonville, which  he  serves  as  steward  and 
trustee. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Hoff- 
man married  Nancy  Ellen  Shiner,  who  died 
seven  years  later,  survived  by  two  children: 
Stella  May  (wife  of  Di;  P.  E.  Cunningham, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work)  and  Charles 
Basil,  the  latter  now  thirty-three  years  old. 
He  learned  the  oil  business  with  his  father, 
and  has  been  in  partnership  with  him  for  ten 
years.     In  October,  1906,  he  married  Linnie 
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Shaffer,  and  they  have  two  children,  Herbert 
Charles  and  Donald  Arthur;  this  family  lives 
in  Clintonville. 

On  May  ii,  1895,  Mr.  Hoffman  married 
(second)  Lida  Ferguson,  of  Butler  county,  to 
which  union  no  children  have  been  bom.  Mrs. 
Hoffman  was  born  Aug.  29,  1861,  at  Peters- 
ville,  Butler  county,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia 
(Graham)  Ferguson,  both  natives  of  Scotland. 
Mr.  Ferguson,  who  was  a  marble  cutter  by 
trade,  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and 
Mrs.  Ferguson  subsequently  married  Alexan- 
der Walling,  of  Evans  City,  who  died  in  Ne- 
braska; Mrs.  Walling  died  at  Petersville. 
When  Mr.  Ferguson  died  his  wife  was  left 
with  a  family  of  five  children,  the  eldest  but 
twelve  years  old,  and  three  still  survive :  Mrs. 
Hoffman,  O.  A.  Ferguson  (of  Bradford,  Pa.) 
and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Gillispie  (of  Spartansburg, 
Pa.).  The  eldest  met  an  accidental  death  in 
California,  and  was  brought  back  to  Peters- 
ville for  burial. 

JOHN  H.  KRUG,  of  Oil  City,  locomotive 
engineer  on  the  Allegheny  division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad,  has  had  his  home  and  inter- 
ests here  from  young  boyhood,  the  family  hav- 
ing been  prominent  among  the  early  settlers 
at  Siverly  (now  the  Tenth  ward  of  Oil  City). 
He  was  born  March  2^^  1863,  at  Queenstown, 
Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  near  Bradys  Bend,  where 
grandfather  Henry  Krug  settled  many  years 
ago,  having  come  to  this  country  with  his  fam- 
ily JFrom  uermany  in  1846.  Henry  Krug  was 
a  butcher  by  occupation.  He  died  at  Bradys 
Bend  when  past  forty  years  of  age,  and  was 
long  survived  by  his  wife,  Martha,  who  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  is  buried  at 
Bradys  Bend,  she  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery  at  Oil 
City,  Pa.  They  were  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  Their  only  child  was 
George,  father  of  John  H.  Krug. 

George  Krug  was  born  at  Weinbohla,  in 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  having  been  a  youth  of 
sixteen  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  pa- 
rents. The  voyage  was  made  in  a  sailing  vessel 
to  Baltimore,  and  occupied  nine  weeks  and 
three  days.  Mr.  Krug  was  a  steel  worker,  and 
followed  that  business  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  but  he  made  his  home  at  Oil  City 
for  twenty  years,  during  which  period  he  did 
considerable  teaming  .in  the  oil  fields.  His  in- 
telligence and  practical  views  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs,  as  well  as  his  trust- 
worthy character,  made  him  eligible  for  official 
honors,  and  as  burgess  of  the  then  borough 
of  Siverly  he  made  a  record  entirely  in  keeping 


with  the  expectations  of  his  supporters.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Republican.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Oil  City  in  1895,  when  he  was  sixty- 
four  years  old,  and  he  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill 
cemetery.  Mr.  Krug  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Margaret  (Monkem),  who  was  bom  March 
13,  1839,  at  Siverly,  daughter  of  Henry  Mon- 
kern,  and  now  lives  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Carton  dinger.  Nine  children  were  bom  to 
this  marriage,  namely:  John  Henry,  of  Oil 
City,  mentioned  below ;  George  H.,  of  Oil  City, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Fred  H., 
who  married  Grace  Stover  and  resides  in  Mis- 
soula, Mont.;  Catherine,  wife  of  John  W. 
Hutchinson;  Elizabeth,  married  to  Arnold 
Adams ;  Emma,  married  to  Austin  Miller ;  Wil- 
liam Harrison,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work ;  Nettie,  the  wife  of  Arthur  Conrad ;  and 
Jessie,  the  wife  of  Carton  dinger. 

John  Henry  Krug  commenced  his  education 
at  a  school  near  Caldwell  Furnace,  in  his  native 
county,  later  attending  school  at  Siverly,  Ve- 
nango county.  His  first  regular  employment 
was  in  the  Imperial  Works  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  where  he  began  gluing  oil  barrels, 
and  he  remained  at  that  plant  three  years.  He 
learned  to  make  oil  barrels  in  the  cooper  de- 
partment of  the  Imperial  Works,  and  later, 
when  he  changed  to  the  Astral  Oil  Works,  be- 
low Franklin,  learned  refining,  continuing  there 
for  a  period  of  eight  years.  He  did  contract 
painting  and  prepared  the  oil  barrels  for  ship- 
ment, was  engaged  in  treating  oil  for  two 
years,  and  before  he  gave  up  that  business  was 
in  the  Eclipse  Oil  Works  at  Franklin  for  a 
time,  operating  the  ice  machines.  He  began 
railroad  work  as  a  fireman  on  the  Allegheny 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  road,  after  three 
years  receiving  promotion  to  engineer  on  the 
same  division.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in 
running  a  drag  engine  in  the  Oil  City  yards. 
Mr.  Krug  is  highly  respected  for  his  reliable 
character  wherever  known.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Oil  City  Council,  No.  173,  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and  Petrolia 
Commandery,  No.  470,  Knights  of  Malta.  His 
political  support  is  given  to  the  Republican 
party. 

Mr.  Krug  married  Elizabeth  Kistler,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  but  was  ver\'  young 
when  her  family  settled  at  Franklin,  Venango 
Co.,  Pa.  The  following  children  have  been 
born  to  this  marriage :  Esther,  born  at  Siverly 
May  24.  1886,  is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Har- 
rold,  an  engineer  on  the  Buffalo  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  road;  Arthur  G.,  bom  Dec.  30, 
1889,  foreman  in  the  Reid  Gas  Engine  Works 
in  Oil  City,  married  Pearl  Kams  and  has  two 
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children,  William  Herbert  and  Jack  (Mr.  Krug 
is  a  member  of  Petrolia  Lx>dge,  No.  589, 
I.  O.  O.  F.)  ;  Emma  M.,  bom  Sept.  8,  1892, 
lives  at  home;  Oran  G.,  born  Dec.  11,  1893, 
is  serving  in  France,  as  sergeant  of  Company 
B,  319th  Machine  Gun  Battalion  (he  is  a  past 
commander  of  Petrolia  Commandery,  No.  470, 
Knights  of  Malta,  Oil  City)  ;  lona,  born  March 
12,  1898,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Snyder,  black- 
smith helper  in  the  Imperial  Works  of  the  Oil 
Well  Supply  Company,  Oil  City,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Mary  Beatrice ;  Henry  H.,  bom  Dec. 
22,  1906,  is  at  home.  All  of  this  family  were 
educated  in  the  Oil  City  schools.  Mr.  Krug 
attends  the  United  Evangelical  Church,  his  chil- 
dren the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Henry  Kistler,  father  of  Mrs.  John  Henry 
Krug,  was  bom  in  February,  1839,  and  died 
Sept.  6,  1907,  at  Franklin,  Pa.,  where  he  set- 
tled with  his  family  many  years  ago.  He  was 
employed  in  an  oil  refinery.  He  married  Mrs. 
Julia  Sinn,  whose  first  husband  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  eight  children  were  bora  to 
them,  namely :  Sophia,  wife  of  Mahlon  Huff, 
of  Kittanning,  Pa. ;  Caroline,  widow  of  John 
Burgard,  of  Franklin,  Pa.;  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
John  Henry  Kmg;  Harry,  a  resident  of  Rocky 
Grove,  Venango  county;  Jacob,  of  Rocky 
Grove,  who  married  Catherine  Eckels;  Ma- 
Hnda,  wife  of  John  Eckels;  Mamie,  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell ;  and  Edward,  a  resident  of  Franklin.  The 
parents  are  buried  at  Rocky  Grove.  They  were 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 
Mrs.  Julia  Kistler  was  bom  in  October,  1840, 
in  Germany,  and  died  Jan.  2,  1900.  She  had 
two  brothers  and  one  sister,  all  now  deceased, 
viz. :  Sophia,  Fred,  and  one  brother  who  was 
killed  while  serving  in  the  army. 

CHARLES  P.  PLUMER,  of  Franklin,  is 
one  of  the  younger  representatives  of  a  family 
long  prominent  there,  and  which  in  every  gen- 
eration has  had  members  whose  substantial 
worth  and  social  merits  have  commended  them 
to  the  esteem  of  the  community.  The  Plumers 
are  of  English  origin,  and  this  branch  of  the 
family  became  established  in  New  England  in 
the  early  Colonial  period  and  in  Pennsylvania  in 
pre-Revolutionary  days.  A  record  of  the  ear- 
lier generations  appears  in  the  biography  of 
Ralph  Clapp  Plumer,  father  of  Charles  P.  Plu- 
mer,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Bom  May  15,  1889,  in  Franklin.  Charles  P. 
Plumer  was  reared  and  educated  there,  en- 
joying the  full  advantages  of  the  public  schools. 
On  April  13,  1905,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  General  Manifold  Company,  in  Franklin, 
as  office  boy,  and  has  ever  since  remained  with 


that  concern,  now  known  as  the  General  Mani- 
fold &  Printing  Company.  On  Nov.  19,  1906, 
he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  electrotyping 
which  he  completed  in  due  course,  continuing 
to  follow  this  trade  to  the  present  time.  His 
competence  as  a  workman  and  reliability  of 
character  entitle  him  fully  to  the  confidence  and 
good  will  which  he  commands  among  his  asso- 
ciates. On  June  10,  1918,  he  and  his  brother 
Fred  A.  Plumer  purchased  the  wholesale  and 
retail  tobacco  business  of  T.  A.  Kinney,  at  No. 
1223  Liberty  street,  Franklin. 

On  Sept.  20,  191 1,  Mr.  Plimier  was  married 
to  Helen  Rhea  Stewart,  daughter  of  William  P. 
and  Sarah  Ellen  ( Summerville)  Stewart,  and 
they  have  had  one  son,  named  Ralph  Clapp  in 
honor  of  his  grandfather.  Mr.  Plumer  is  a 
Baptist  in  religious  connection,  and  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Fratemally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. 

EUGENE  QUINN  has  been  well  known  to 
the  people  in  and  around  Oil  City  for  fifty 
years  and  more,  and  in  the  course  of  an  in- 
dustrious career  has  earned  the  unqualified 
respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  bom 
March  8,  1840,  in  Sugarcreek  township,  Arm- 
strong Co.,  Pa.,  on  a  farm  about  six  miles 
from  Bradys  Bend,  and  belongs  to  a  family 
long  established  there. 

Owen  Quinn,  grandfather  of  Eugene 
Quinn,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  in  which 
country  he  remained  until  after  his  marriage. 
On  coming  to  America  he  first  located  east  of 
the  mountains  in  Pennsylvania,  later  making 
his  home  in  Armstrong  county.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  this  section  he  was  engaged  as  a  cattle 
drover,  taking  stock  to  the  eastern  counties 
and  there  fattening  them  for  the  market.  He 
and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  St. 
Patrick's  Catholic  Church,  in  Sugarcreek 
township,  Armstrong  county.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  James,  Dan- 
iel, Henry,  John,  Dennis,  Mrs.  Brownfield, 
Mrs.  McBride  and  Mrs.  Grade  McElroy. 

Dennis  Quinn,  son  of  Owen  Quinn,  was 
bom  at  the  same  location  in  Armstrong  county 
as  his  son  Eugene,  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  more  or 
less  all  his  life,  though  during  a  considerable 
part  of  his  active  years  he  was  employed  in 
the  "  Bradys  Bend  Iron  Works,  living  in  a 
shanty  at  the  works  meanwhile  and  passing 
the  week  ends  at  home.  He  also  did  Work  at 
the  iron  mines.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Jennie  Gross,  was  a  daughter  of 
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Henry  Gross,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  and  first  settled  east  of  the  moun- 
tains, later  removing  to  a  German  settlement 
at  Fryburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  remained  until  his 
death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quinn  reared  a  family 
of  five  children,  namely:  Elizabeth,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  John  McSweeney;  Henry 
married  Catherine  Wolford,  and  both  are  de- 
ceased ;  Margaret  Jane,  Mrs.  McQosky,  went 
West;  Mary  Ann  died  when  fourteen  years 
old ;  Eugene  completes  the  family.  The  mother 
died  in  her  thirties,  and  both  parents  are 
buried  in  St.  Patrick's  Church  cemetery  in 
Sugarcreek  township,  Armstrong  county. 
They  were  members  of  that  church,  and  Mr. 
Quinn  was  a  Democrat  in  political  faith, 
though  he  took  no  active  part  in  public  affairs 
except  as  a  voter. 

Eugene  Quinn  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  home  township  and  grew  up  on  the 
home  farm,  assistin^f  his  father  with  the  work 
there  until  he  marned  and  started  out  on  his 
own  account.  Then  in  November,  1865,  he 
came*  to  Oil  City,  Venango  county,  where 
there  Was  plenty  of  work  teaming  before 
the  pipe  lines  came  into  general  use  as  a  means 
of  transporting  the  oil,  his  pay  for  hauling  a 
barrel  of  oil  from  Cherry  Run  to  the  mouth 
of  Oil  Creek  being  two  dollars.  He  continued 
teaming  until  1867,  when  he  embarked  in  the 
dairy  business  .in  Oil  City,  his  first  location 
being  at  the  comer  of  Harriot  and  Washing- 
ton avenues,  where  he  built  a  dwelling  and  a 
bam  for  his  cows,  having  as  many  as  forty- 
five  head  at  a  time  after  his  trade  was  built 
up.  Remaining  there  until  1881,  he  then 
bought  his  present  property  at  No.  202  East 
Bissell  avenue,  in  the  Seventh  ward,  originally 
comprising  fifty  acres,  of  which  he  has  since 
sold  considerable,  retaining  about  thirty  acres. 
He  has  carried  on  the  dairy  business  ever  since 
he  first  entered  that  line,  at  his  present  place 
keeping  from  twenty  to  thirty  cows  in  former 
years,  now  about  a  dozen,  and  he  also  does 
general  farming  and  trucking,  combining  his 
various  operations  very  profitably.  In  the 
earlier  days  he  had  several  valuable  oil  pro- 
ductions, but  has  sold  most  of  his  holdings; 
he  leased  eight  acres  to  other  operators  who 
are  producing  thereon.  Though  in  his  seven- 
ty-ninth year  Mr.  Quinn  is  in  active  charge 
of  his  several  interests  and  looking  after  them 
as  capably  as  ever.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling 
character,  reliable  in  all  his  transactions,  and 
thoroughly  deserving  of  the  substantial  posi- 
tion which  he  has  attained.     Politically  he  is 


a  Democrat,  in  religion  a  Catholic,  holding 
membership  in  St.  Joseph's  Church  at  Oil 
City. 

Mr.  Quinn  married  Rebecca  Wolford,  a 
native  of  Butler  county,  Pa.,  and  of  German 
descent,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Hershey)  Wolford,  and  they  have  had  a 
large  family,  viz. :  Henry  is  at  home ;  Augus- 
tus, now  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  mar- 
ried Blanche  McLaughlin  and  has  one  child, 
Laura,  wife  of  Herbert  Houton;  John  is  at 
home;  Laura  is  deceased;  William,  of  Titus- 
ville.  Pa.,  married  Carrie  Kitling  and  has 
one  child,  William ;  Matilda  and  Sadie  are  at 
home ;  Eugene,  who  is  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale confectionery  business  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  married  Sarah  McCoUum  and  has  two 
sons,  Frederick  and  Adelbert;  Fred  A.,  now 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  engaged  as  steno^a- 
pher  by  the  Shipping  Board  under  Hurley, 
married  Loretta  Cahill,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Fred. 

CHARLES  MILES  HUGHES,  of  Cran- 
berry township,  bears  worthily  a  name  long 
and  favorably  known  in  Venango  count>% 
being  a  descendant  of  the  pioneer  James 
Hughes,  of  whose  life  and  posterity  a  record 
appears  in  the  sketch  of  Peter  T.  Hughes, 
in  this  work. 

Charles  Miles  Hughes,  son  of  Roland  and 
Susanna  (Ridge  way)  Hughes,  was  bom 
June  15,  1853,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Cran- 
berry township,  where  he  was  reared.  He 
stayed  at  home  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
and  meantime  had  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages and  judicious  practical  training. 
When  twenty-two  years  old  he  married,  and 
for  a  year  afterward  made  his  home  on  the 
old  farm,  moving  thence  to  his  present  place 
of  residence  in  Cranberry  town^ip,  what 
was  long  known  as  the  old  Grimes  farm.  Mr. 
Hughes,  however,  bought  the  first  twelve  acres 
of  his  property  from  the  Bierys,  and  added 
to  it  as  he  was  able  until  he  now  has  seventy- 
two  acres,  where  in  connection  with  farming 
he  has  done  considerable  in  the  way  of  oil  de- 
velopment, having  about  forty  producing  wells 
at  present.  Part  of  the  mineral  rights  are 
leased  to  others.  In  his  earlier  years  he  also 
followed  teaming  for  a  time,  giving  up  that 
work  as  his  other  interests  increased  suffi- 
ciently to  demand  all  of  his  attention,  and  he 
has  combined  his  various  activities  to  good 
advantage,  being  one  of  the  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists and  oil  operators  of  his  section.  He 
has  also  taken   some  part   in  public   affairs. 
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having  served  his  township  capably  in  the  office 
of  supervisor.  Mr.  Hughes  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  has 
been  honored  with  the  position  of  trustee. 

On  May  25,  1875,  M^-  Hughes  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Lucy  Alma  Steffey,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Steffey,  who  came  to  Venango 
county  from  Westmoreland  county  and  set- 
tled on  land  in  Cranberry  township.  The  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hughes:  George  E.  is  now  a  resident 
of  Rockland  township,  this  county;  John  P. 
lives  in  Cranberry  township;  Beatrice  Edna 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  0*Neil,  of  Bessemer, 
Pa. ;  Charles  A.  lives  at  home ;  Basil  B.  is  now 
with  the  American  forces  in  France;  Erma 
Isabel  and  Winona  G.  are  at  home ;  David  O., 
M.  Deloyd  and  Gladys  are  deceased. 

HARRY  VERNON  COUCH,  of  Oil  City, 
now  associated  with  the  United  Natural  Gas 
Company  as  purchasing  agent,  has  had  an 
experience  of  broad  range  in  gas  and  oil 
activities  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania,  his 
labors  throughout  his  business  career  having 
been  concentrated  in  this  line.  Both  his 
father  and  grandfather  were  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil,  the  latter,  Shadrick  S. 
Couch,  having  operated  along  the  Clarion 
river.  For  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his 
death,  however,  he  was  stationary  engineer  for 
the  Water  Company  in  Oil  City,  and  he  and 
his  wife,  who  was  before  her  marriage  Caro- 
lina Williams,  of  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  are  buried 
there,  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery.  He  passed 
away  when  seventy-six  years  old,  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  His  family  consisted  of 
six  children,  namely:  William  S.  married 
Anna  Shaffer,  who  is  deceased ;  Joseph  Samuel 
is  mentioned  below ;  Jennie,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  T.  N.  Rodgers;  Villa  married  D.  D. 
Wakelee;  Clara,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  J. 
A.  Kennedy;  Edward  F.  married  Cora  Wey- 
gant. 

Joseph  Samuel  Couch,  father  of  Harry  V. 
Couch,  was  born  Nov.  11,  1854,  in  Cambria 
county.  Pa.,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Oil  City,  Venango  county,  in  1862.  He  re- 
ceived practically  all  of  his  schooling  there, 
and  was  but  sixteen  years  old  when  he  ven- 
tured into  oil  production,  beginning  on  the 
Galley  farm,  one  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Clarion  river.  Continuing  to  operate  in  that 
field  successfully  for  twelve  years,  he  sold  out 
eventually  at  a  handsome  profit  and  in  1884 
returned  to  Oil  City,  where  he  became  a 
broker  on  the  Oil  Exchange.  He  became  one 
of  its  prominent  members,  being  one  of  the 


active  figures  on  the  floor  for  a  number  of 
years,  during  which  time  he  had  the  ups  and 
downs  typical  of  the  business,  making  and 
losing  several  comfortable  fortunes.  He  car- 
ried on  his  transactions  at  the  Exchange  up  to 
1896  or  later,  and  at  the  same  time  acquired 
valuable  interests  as  a  producer,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  is  still  connected  with  the  business, 
having  holdings  in  the  Franklin  heavy  oil  dis- 
trict and  in  the  gray  sand  field  north  of  Coop- 
erstown,  as  well  as  on  Kane  run,  north  of 
Kaneville.  His  home  is  in  Oil  City,  where  he 
is  associated  with  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Masons  (blue  lodge). 
Like  his  father,  he  is  a  Republican  in  political 
principle. 

On  Feb.  5,  1877,  Mr.  Couch  was  married, 
at  Kaylor,  Pa.,  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Shoup,  who 
came  from  Franklin,  this  county,  daughter  of 
William  M.  Shoup,  in  the  early  days  a  river- 
man  in  this  section.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couch  have 
had  two  children:  Elmo  E.,  born  in  1878, 
who  married  Effie  Sweitzer  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Florida ;  and  Harry  Vernon. 

Mrs.  William  M.  Shoup,  grandmother  of 
Harry  Vernon  Couch,  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Sackazar,  who  came 
from  Switzerland  in  1809  with  one  child, 
Mary,  aged  seven  years.  They  made  the  jour- 
ney to  this  country  in  a  sailing  vessel,  requir- 
ing fourteen  days  for  the  trip,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Armstrong  county.  Pa.,  where 
they  resided  until  they  died,  both  reaching  a 
ripe  old  agre.  In  this  country  there  were  bom 
to  them  Martha  Katherine,  Mary  Ellen  and 
John.  Marv  Ellen  was  married  to  William 
McKenzie  Shoup  in  Armstrong  county,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  these:  John,  Anna, 
Solomon  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  the  last  named 
being  the  mother  of  Harry  V.  Couch.  In  1859 
Mr.  Shoup  moved  his  family  to  Franklin,  Pa., 
by  wagon,  as  there  were  no  railroads.  In 
Franklin  another  son,  Asa,  was  bom.  When 
the  oil  excitement  broke  out  at  St.  Petersburg 
Mr.  Shoup  and  his  family  moved  thither,  his 
wife  dying  at  that  place  in  1875.  After  her 
death  he  moved  to  the  Bradford  oil  fields, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years 
of  pneumonia.  He  is  buried  at  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania. 

Harry  V.  Couch  was  bom  July  6,  1880,  at 
Parker,  Pa.,  and  was  educated  in  Oil  City, 
having  been  three  or  four  years  old  when  his 
parents  returned  there.  When  he  left  high 
school  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Oil  City 
Fuel  Supply  Company  as  stenographer,  in 
January,  1902,  and  filled  that  position  for 
eight  months,  changing  to  similar  work  in  the 
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purchasing  department  of  the  National  Tran- 
sit Company,  with  which  he  was  associated 
for  three  years  in  that  capacity,  subsequently 
acting  as  clerk  in  the  same  department  until 
Decoration  Day,  1910.  His  next  connection 
was  with  the  United  Fuel  Gas  Company  in 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  was  employed  as  ac- 
countant until  January,  1914,  when  he  came 
back  to  Oil  City  to  become  assistant  purchas- 
ing agent  with  the  National  Transit  Pump  & 
Machine  Company.  On  Feb.  8,  1918,  he  took 
his  present  position,  that  of  purchasing  agent 
for  the  United  Natural  Gas  Company  at  Oil 
City.  He  has  devoted  his  energies  unreserved- 
ly to  his  responsibilities  of  a  business  nature, 
taking  little  active  part  in  outside  matters.  He 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  takes  little 
part  further  in  politics. 

Mr.  Couch  married  Ethel  May  Carson,  who 
was  bom  May  i,  1881,  in  Oil  City,  and  they 
have  three  children,  bom  as  follows:  Eleanor 
May,  May  26,  191 1;  Elizabeth  Downey,  Jan. 
21,  1914;  and  Jack  Vernon,  Nov.  17,  1916. 
The  family  reside  at  No.  1025  West  Third 
street  and  attend  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  where  Mrs.  Couch  was  formerly  quite 
active  in  the  Sunday  school.  She  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Oil  City. 

James  Carson,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Couch, 
was  born  in  Scotland  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry, 
and  there  like  his  father  before  him  leamed 
the  business  of  linen  manufacturing.  After 
settling  in  this  country  he  was  a  farmer  in 
Butler  county,  and  there  he  died  when  about 
eighty-four  years  old.  His  wife,  Eleanor, 
lived  to  be  over  one  hundred  years  old.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  and  we 
have  mention  of  Maria  (who  married  James 
Andrews),  Matilda  (deceased  wife  of  John 
Carson),  George,  William,  Andrew,  Thomas, 
Eleanor  (who  married  John  Dalzell),  Ade- 
line, Virginia  (Mrs.  Shultz)  and  James  M. 

James  M.  Carson  was  bom  March  17,  1840. 
in  Allegheny  City  (now  Pittsburgh),  and 
spent  his  early  life  there  and  in  Butler  county. 
In  1856  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  plumber's  trade  with  Bailiff  &  Brown,  a 
firm  prominent  in  that  line,  and  served  six 
years,  later  holding:  a  partnership  in  the  firm 
for  nine  years.  From  1870  to  1873  he  was 
in  business  for  himself  at  Kittanning,  whence 
he  came  to  Oil  City  and  embarked  in  the  same 
line,  dealing  in  hardware  and  tinware  besides 
doine  work  at  his  trade.  His  first  store  was 
in  the  McCollum  block  on  Center  street, 
whence  in  1881  he  removed  to  the  South  Side, 
doing  business  twenty-five  years  ago  at   the 


present  site  of  the  new  Junior  high  school 
and  eventually  selling  his  property  to  the 
school  board.  Moving  the  business  to  State 
street,  he  was  at  that  location  for  ten  years 
and  later  on  Seneca  street  where  the  Seep 
hardware  store  is  now,  having  sold  out  to  that 
concern.  Then  he  opened  a  plumbing  estab- 
lishment almost  directly  opposite,  on  Seneca 
street,  conducting  it  until  four  years  ago,  when 
he  disposed  of  the  business  to  his  sons,  ^rho 
had  been  associated  with  him  for  some  years, 
the  firm  having  become  Carson  &  Son  a  num- 
ber of  years  ago.  He  has  since  lived  retired 
in  Oil  City,  where  his  home  is  at  No.  3  Hast 
Third  street.  Mr.  Carson  was  widely  known 
as  an  expert  mechanic  in  his  line,  and  his  skill 
as  a  lead  burner  brought  him  calls  for  service 
from  many  quarters — Cuba,  Colorado,  wher- 
ever oil  refinery  tanks  have  been  erected.  He 
assisted  in  piping  the  first  oil  refinery  at  Qeve- 
land.  While  repairing  at  Rouseville  his  torch 
caused  an  explosion  of  some  escaping  gas 
which  rendered  him  almost  deaf. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Carson  had  two 
sons :  James,  who  married  Elizabeth  Cumings 
and  after  her  death  Emma  Miller;  and  Walter, 
who  married  Maud  Miller.  Both  sons  are 
plumbers.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Carson 
married  Cassie  Ann  Bacon,  who  was  bom 
April  3,  1856,  in  South  Brookfield,  Madison 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Dec.  i,  1897,  at  Oil  City, 
Pa.  She  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery. 
Mrs.  Carson  was  graduated  from  Fredonia 
(N.  Y.)  Normal  School  in  1873.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union :  Ethel  May,  Mrs. 
Harry  V.  Couch;  Blaine  B.,  who  died  when 
thirty  years  old ;  Theodore,  a  resident  of  Oil 
City ;  Kenneth,  who  died  when  nine  years  old ; 
Lloyd  G.,  now  in  the  United  States  army,  in 
the  quartermaster's  department  at  Newport 
News,  Va. ;  Gladys,  deceased ;  and  Mark>n,  at 
home.  Mr.  Carson  is  a  member  of  the  Second 
Presb)rterian  Church,  and  fraternally  affiliates 
with  the  Protected  Home  Circle.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views. 

Joseph  Bacon,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Cassie  Ann  (Bacon)  Carson,  was  a  captain  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  bom  in  Bur- 
lington, Conn.,  married  a  Scotchwoman  by  the 
name  of  Douglass,  and  had  three  sons,  Joseph, 
Douglass  and  Ronald,  and  one  daughter, 
Douglass  Bacon  married  a  widow,  whose  name 
was  Cassandra  Flower  (her  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Steele)  and  who  was  bom  in  Rox- 
bury.  Conn.  Douglass  and  Cassandra  Bacon 
moved  to  Winsted,  Conn.,  where  six  sons  and 
one   daughter   were   bom   to  them,   namely: 
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Justin,  Allen,  Sheldon,  Zephon,  Joseph,  Earl 
Douglass  and  Louise. 

Earl  Douglass  Bacon,  father  of  Mrs.  Cassie 
Ann  (Bacon)  Carson,  was  born  in  1809  and 
died  in  1875  "^^^  Sinclairville,  Chautauqua  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  farming  all  his  days. 
His  wife,  Zypra  Ann  (Bentley),  was  bom  in 
1 819  at  Sandlake,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety  years,  dying  at 
Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  in  1909.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their  seven 
.  children  were ;  Dr.  Earl,  now  a  resident  of 
Covert,  Mich.;  Sarah  Ellen,  living  in  Con- 
necticut; Joseph  Niles,  deceased,  who  was  a 
Baptist  minister;  Abbie  Jane,  of  Covert, 
Mich.;  Cassie  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  James 
M.  Carson;  Henry  Douglass,  deceased;  and 
Mary  Louise,  Mrs.  William  P.  Fomof,  of 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania. 

Noah  Bentley,  father  of  Mrs.  Zypra  Ann 
•  (Bentley)  Bacon,  was  bom  in  England.  His 
mother  died  soon  after  his  birth,  and  his  father, 
William  Bentley,  came  to  America  with  the 
remainder  of  his  family  while  Noah  was  an 
infant,  and  settled  in  Rensselaer  county,  N.  Y. 
Noah  had  two  brothers,  William  and  Niles; 
a  sister  was  buried  at  sea  on  the  passage  to 
America.  Noah  Bentley  had  three  wives,  the 
last  one  being  Sarah  Duff  (or  Fuffts).  They 
had  a  large  family,  Zypra  Ann  being  the 
thirteenth  child. 

HOMER  L.  DeWOODY,  of  Clinton  town- 
ship, is  associated  with  his  brother,  William 
R.  De Woody,  in  the  operation  of  one  of  the 
most  valuable  properties  in  that  section  of 
Venango  county,  formerly  held  by  their  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Reuben  Sutton,  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  enterprising  business  men 
of  his  day.  Its  development  progressed  dur- 
ing his  ownership  with  the  celerity  which  char- 
acterized all  his  undertakings,  and  his  succes- 
sors have  shown  themselves  worthy  of  their 
trust. 

The  De  Woody  family  has  been  represented 
in  Venango  county  from  its  earliest  settlement 
by  civilized  inhabitants.  There  were  four 
brothers,  William,  John,  Andrew  and  George, 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country 
in  1796,  in  which  year  John  De  Woody  moved 
from  Pittsburgh  to  the  Sandy  creek  valley, 
settling  on  the  old  Pittsburgh  road  in  Victory 
township.  A  portion  of  his  land  was  long 
owned  by  one  of  his  sons,  John,  who  kept 
hotel  there  for  many  years.  John  DeWoody, 
Sr.,  died  on  the  homestead  in  1842.  He  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  At  Char- 
tier's  creek,  in  Allegheny  county,  he  met  and 


married  Anis  McCullough,  whose  father  was  a 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  serving  from 
Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  and  removed  to  the 
western  part  of  the  State  to  obtain  the  land 
he  was  entitled  to  in  reward  for  his  services. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  this  union :  George, 
William,  Robert,  John,  Andrew,  Benjamin, 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Ford)  and  Nancy  (Mrs.  Kil- 
gore). 

William  DeWoody,  another  of  the  four 
brothers  mentioned,  owned  a  tract  of  land  ex- 
tending from  the  Pittsburgh  road  beyond  the 
*'twin  churches,"  later  divided  into  several 
farms.  It  was  surveyed  Dec.  15,  1799.  His 
house  was  located  at  a  spring  on  the  farm  later 
owned  by  William  E.  Smith  and  his  heirs  in 
turn.  William  DeWoody  married  Mary  Lyon, 
of  Victory  township,  and  they  had  five  sons 
and  five  daughters :  George,  William,  Thomas, 
Andrew,  John,  Jane  (Mrs.  William  Hill), 
Margaret  (Mrs.  James  Griffin),  Martha  (Mrs. 
John  Black),  Nancy  (Mrs.  David  Kinnear) 
and  Eliza  (Mrs.  Alexander  McGarvey).  Only 
two  of  this  family  remained  in  Venango 
county  to  the  close  of  their  lives,  Georp^e  and 
William,  the  fornner  dying  in  Frankhn,  the 
latter  in  Sandy  Creek  township. 

Wesley  G.  DeWoody,  father  of  Homer  L. 
DeWoody,  was  a  son  of  William  DeWoody. 
He  was  reared  on  Bully  Hill,  in  Sandy  Creek 
township,  and  followed  farming  there  until  his 
removal  to  Clinton  township,  where  he  settled 
on  the  Reuben  Sutton  farm,  the  place  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  sons.  His  death  occurred  there 
not  long  afterward,  when  he  was  but  twenty- 
eight  years  old.  He  married  Elmira  Jane  Sut- 
ton, daughter  of  Reuben  Sutton,  and  she  sur- 
vived him  with  two  sons.  Homer  L.  and 
William  R.  Mrs.  DeWoody  remarried,  be- 
coming the  wife  of  Shadrach  Simcox,  a  sub- 
stantial and  able  business  map,  who  owned  a 
large  farm  south  of  the  DeWoody  place,  en- 
gaging extensively  in  oil  operations.  He  died 
in  1901,  and  Mrs.  Simcox  remained  on  the 
farm  until  ten  years  ago,  when  she  removed 
to  Franklin,  the  property  having  since  been 
successfully  managed  by  her  two  sons,  who 
handle  her  interests  there  as  well  as  their 
own.  Further  mention  of  the  Simcox  and  Sut- 
ton families  may  be  found  in  the  biography  of 
Shadrach  Simcox,  in  this  work. 

Homer  L.  DeWoody  was  bom  Oct.  13,  1874, 
at  the  old  DeWoody  farm  in  Sandy  Creek 
township  on  the  Pittsburgh  pike,  and  was  but 
seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Qinton 
township,  and  from  early  boyhood  became 
familiar  with  the  responsibilities  of  the  large 
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estate.  Before  he  commenced  drilling  for  oil 
there  he  had  been  similarly  engaged  elsewhere, 
but  after  striking  thirteen  dry  holes  he  returned 
to  the  home  place,  where  his  early  successes 
instilled  the  confidence  to  continue  operations, 
which  he  and  his  brother  have  conducted  ever 
since.  They  drilled  the  first  well  put  down  in 
this  section  for  the  second  sand  oil,  locating  it 
along  Bullion  run,  which  passes  through  their 
land,  all  the  previous  operations  having  been 
in  the  third  sand.  This  well,  though  opened 
about  twenty  years  ago,  is  still  producing.  ^  It 
promised  so  well  from  the  beginning  that  their 
stepfather,  Mr.  Simcox,  immediately  took  a 
lease  adjoining,  and  oil  development  has  been 
continued  on  the  De Woody  place  up  to  the 
present  time,  thirty  wells  being  now  in  opera- 
tion there,  with  room  for  a  hundred  more. 
Very  few  dry  holes  have  been  found,  the  land 
being  one  of  the  best  local  fields  exploited  so 
far.  The  joint  holdings  of  Mrs.  Simcox  and 
her  sons  here  comprise  about  seven  hundred 
acres,  rich  in  coal  as  well  as  oil,  and  the 
brothers  have  about  one  hundred  acres  of  this 
tract  under  cultivation,  also  giving  some  atten- 
tion to  the  breeding  of  Holstein  cattle.  They 
have  several  head  of  registered  stock.  Though 
busy  with  his  own  affairs  and  diligent  in  look^ 
ing  after  them  Mr.  De  Woody  enjoys  hunting 
and  fishing  when  he  has  time  for  recreation, 
and  thoroughly  appreciates  fine  horseflesh.  He 
is  alive  to  local  interests  and  a  good  citizen  but 
not  in  public  life.  Politically  he  supports  the 
Republican  party. 

On  June  22,  1905,  Mr.  DeWoody  married 
Myrtle  J.  Gilmore,  of  Butler  county,  Pa., 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated,  taking  a 
course  in  the  Barkeyville  Academy.  Her 
father,  John  C.  Gilmore,  had  a  farm  in  Butler 
county  close  to  the  Venango  county  line,  and 
died  there  in  May,  191 7,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Margaret  HoflFman,  survives  him.  She  is  a 
cousin  of  Taylor  Hoflfman,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  her  husband  was  a 
inember  of  the  Venango  county  family  long 
known  here  in  their  connection  with  Gilmore^s 
mill.  Mrs.  DeWoody's  great-grandfather  Gil- 
more was  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  it 
was  in  a  trade  he  made  with  George  Washing- 
ton on  the  street  in  that  city  that  the  General 
secured  the  white  horse  upon  which  he  is  pic- 
tured. When  the  family  emigrated  to  western 
Pennsylvania  they  settled  on  a  tract  of  about 
twelve  hundred  acres  lying  on  what  is  now  the 
Butler  and  Venango  county  line.  During  the 
time  when  they  were  making  settlement  on  this 
tract  the  pioneer  Gilmore  brought  out  two  of 


his  children,  a  boy  of  twelve  and  another  son 
younger,  and  left  them  on  the  land  to  hold  the 
claim  while  he  returned  to  Baltimore  on  busi- 
ness. They  had  a'  little  house  built  of  poles 
for  habitation,  and  remained  there  alone  during^ 
their  father's  absence  of  two  weeks,  very  proud 
of  their  new  home  and  their  responsibility.  In 
the  e\ening  the  wolves  would  howl  around  and 
drive  their  little  dog  indoors,  but  the  children 
kept  a  small  fire  burning  to  scare  the  animals 
off.  There  was  once  an  Indian  camping  place 
on  the  old  homestead  of  the  Gilmores,  and 
Indian  darts  were  frequently  ploughed  up. 
Part  of  this  tract  is  still  owned  by  the  Gilmores. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeWoody  have  one  child, 
Josephine,  who  is  attending  school.  The 
family  belong  to  the  Pleasant  View  M.  E. 
Church.  They  occupy  the  old  brick  house  on 
the  farm  built,  it  is  said,  one  hundred  and  seven 
years  ago,  by  the  Bonners,  who  operated  a 
furnace  on  Bullion  run,  and  after  whose  fail- 
ure the  property  was  seciu*ed  by  Reuben  Sut- 
ton. It  was  built  for  a  hotel,  with  one  room 
specially  fitted  un  as  a  barroom,  and  the  fine 
woodwork,  handmade  and  showing  excellent 
workmanship,  is  in  good  condition  after  all 
these  years. 

BRADLEY  E.  BOWERS,  a  resident  of 
Rouseville  who  has  won  the  good  opinion  of 
his  fellow  citizens  by  his  public-spirited  partici- 
pation in  borough  affairs,  and  a  business  man 
of  long  established  reputation  in  the  oil  indus- 
try in  that  section,  was  born  Oct.  26,  1871,  in 
Cornplanter  township,  Venango  county.  He 
is  a  son  of  John  Bowers,  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial men  of  this  part  of  the  county,  whose 
biography  and  portrait  appear  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  together  with  the  earlier  family  history. 

Bradley  E.  Bowers  attended  public  school 
in  Complanter  township,  and  began  work  in 
the  oil  fields,  having  been  engaged  throughout 
his  business  life  in  the  same  industr>%  with 
which  he  has  been  associated  both  as  a  refiner 
and  producer.  With  the  exception  of  one  year 
in  the  Butler  county  territory  he  has  been  oc- 
cupied in  Venango  county,  for  a  period  of  four- 
teen years  following  the  refining  business  at 
Rouseville.  At  present  he  has  a  lease  in  Com- 
planter township,  adjoining  the  famous  Johnny 
Steele  farm,  to  which  he  is  giving  practically 
all  his  time  and  attention.  His  success  would 
indicate  that  he  has  used  his  experience  to 
good  purpose,  developing  keen  judgment  and 
the  faculty  of  making  the  most  of  his  resources. 
For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Bowers  has  been 
prominent  in  the  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs at  Rouseville,  having  served  his.  fellow 
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citizens  as  a  member  of  the  council  for  the 
last  eight  years.  His  incumbency  of  this  of- 
fice covers  the  period  during  which  the  streets 
were  paved,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most  active 
advocates  of  that  improvement,  giving  effective 
assistance  in  the  course  of  the  work.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Bowers  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Rouseville. 

On  April  8,  1903,  Mr.  Bowers  was  married 
to  Donna  A.  Minium,  daughter  of  George  and 
Hannah  (Schriber)  Minium,  and  they  have 
had  four  children,  born  as  follows:  Ruth, 
Nov.  27,  1904;  Mary  L,  Aug.  12,  1906; 
Dorothy  E.,  Jan.  19,  191 1;  and  Richard  E., 
Feb.  21,  1913. 

JOSEPH  McELHINEY,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Franklin  Nov.  21,  1918,  was  well 
known  both  in  the  city  of  Franklin  and  in 
Sugarcreek  township,  having  had  interests  at 
both  places  and  resided  part  of  the  time  in 
town  and  during  the  summer  on  one  of  his 
farms.  During  a  long  and  honorable  connec- 
tion with  the  Eclipse  Lubricating  Oil  Works 
at  Franklin  he  formed  a  wide  acquaintanceship 
among  oil  men,  not  only  in  this  vicinity,  but 
from  all  over  the  country,  and  though  his  life 
was  a  busy  one  it  was  full  of  interest,  affording 
him  both  substantial  comfort  and  pleasant 
recollections  for  his  leisure  days. 

Mr.  McElhiney  came  to  Franklin  with  his 
father  in  1864.  He  was  bom  Jan.  14,  1846,  at 
Prospect  in  Franklin  township,  Butler  Co., 
Pa.,  son  of  James  and  Catherine  (Henshaw) 
McElhiney,  both  also  natives  of  Butler  county, 
and  belonged  to  two  races  which  have  contrib- 
uted materially  to  the  welfare  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  being  of  Scotch- 
Irish  stock  in  the  paternal  line  and  of  Pennsyl- 
vania German  lineage  on  the  maternal  side. 
His  father,  who  was  a  contractor  and  builder, 
settled  at  Franklin  in  1864  and  from  that  time 
to  the  end  of  his  active  years  commanded  a 
profitable  patronage  as  such  in  Franklin  and 
all  that  section  of  the  State,  putting  up  some 
of  the  principal  buildings  constructed  in  his 
time.  Some  of  the  oldest  brick  buildings  there 
were  erected  by  him  and  his  brother  Samuel 
McElhiney,  with  whom  he  worked  in  partner- 
ship for  many  years,  including  the  old  Lamber- 
ton  Bank,  the  old  Union  schoolhouse,  and 
First.  Second  and  Third  ward  schoolhouses, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  present 
courthouse,  as  well  as  the  old  jail  and  the  old 
Woodbum  building  on  Thirteenth  street. 
They  also  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  Tionesta 
courthouse,  Samuel  McElhiney  doing  the  brick 


work  and  J.  W.  Brady  the  wood  work.  James 
McElhiney  died  in  Franklin  when  eighty-three 
years  old.  His  wife  was  but  sixty  at  her 
death.  They  occupied  a  fine  brick  residence  on 
Chestnut  street  which  he  built  for  his  family, 
and  during  his  last  years  he  lived  on  Hillside 
avenue.  He  owned  several  good  properties. 
Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
McElhiney:  Barbara,  who  married  William 
Speer,  died  at  Warren,  Ohio ;  Joseph  is  men- 
tioned below;  Sarah  married  Adam  Wynn,  a 
brickmason,  and  died  in  Franklin ;  Malinda,  of 
Franklin,  is  the  widow  of  Stearns  Smiley, 
former  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  paper,  who 
was  clerk  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
Harrisburg  for  years;  Emma  married  Lewis 
House,  of  Ridgeway,  Ontario;  Kate  is  the 
wife  of  Washington  Lockwood,  of  Arcade, 
New  York. 

Joseph  McElhiney  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  county  of  his  birth,  and  prepared  for 
the  practical  work  of  life  by  serving  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  trade  of  bricklayer  with 
his  father.  After  he  had  acquired  the  neces- 
sary experience  he  was  given  charge  of  certain 
details  of  the  contracting  business  as  foreman, 
remaining  with  his  father  until  1872,  when  he 
made  th<e  change  which  proved  to  be  the  turn- 
ing point  in  his  life  work.  He  went  to  do  one 
and  a  half  days'  work  at  the  plant  now  known 
as  the  Eclipse  Works  and  was  retained  there 
permanently,  remaining  in  the  same  employ 
until  placed  on  the  retired  list  with  a  pension 
in  1910 — for  a  period  of  thirty-seven  and  a 
half  years.  At  that  time  the  establishment  was 
under  private  ownership  of  a  stock  company, 
but  the  same  year  it  was  acquired  by  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  and  is  now  the  Frank- 
lin plant  of  the  Atlantic  Refining  Company,  of 
Philadelphia,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
petroleum  products.  The  best  years  of  Mr. 
McElhiney 's  life  were  spent  in  this  service. 
At  first  he  had  charge  of  the  buildingo,  later 
becoming  superintendent,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  retained  until  his  retirement,  having  gen- 
eral supervision  of  the  plant  with  several  fore- 
men to  assist  him,  and  assuming  new  duties 
as  the  constant  expansion  of  the  business  re- 
quired. He  was  detailed  for  the  special  work 
of  building  the  refinery  at  Olean.  N.  Y.,  for  the 
Standard  Oil  Company,  but  was  engaged  prac- 
tically all  of  the  time  at  the  Eclipse  refinery, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  long  experience  there 
met  nearly  all  of  the  leading  oil  men  in  the 
United  States.  Many  of  the  employes  at  the 
Eclipse  Works  have  had  long  terms  of  service 
there,  and  Mr.  McElhiney  made  a  number  of 
fast  friends  during  his  association  with  them. 
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They  showed  their  appreciation  and  esteem 
when  he  retired  by  presenting  him  with  a  fine 
Howard  gold  watch,  which  he  prized  highly. 
P.  R.  Gray  was  the  first  general  manager  under 
whom  he  served,  Mr.  Gray's  successors  during 
his  time  being  Thomas  Brown,  Ben  Brundage, 
Colonel  Lewis  and  Duncan  Mcintosh. 

Mr.  McElhiney  had  local  property  interests 
which  took  up  considerable  of  his  time,  own- 
ing his  home  in  Franklin  and  two  farms.  He 
spent  his  summers  on  his  farm  at  Keeley's 
Comers,  in  Sugarcreek  township,  four  miles 
north  of  Franklin  on  the  Dempseytown  road, 
where  he  had  a  neat  residence  and  attractive 
surroundings.  He  kept  a  herd  of  Jersey  cattle 
there,  and  improved  the  place  materially,  add- 
ing steadily  to  its  value  both  as  a  home  and  a 
paying  farm.  Mr.  McElhiney  was  a  good  citi- 
zen and  supported  the  best  men  and  measures 
with  his  vote,  but  he  never  cared  to  take  any 
part  in  public  affairs  and  never  allowed  his 
name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for  office.  He 
is  buried  in  the  Franklin  cemetery. 

On  Jan.  14,  1875,  Mr.  McElhiney  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Elizabeth  McCandkss,  of  Butler 
county,  and  like  himself  of  Scotch-Irish  stock. 
They  had  four  children,  namely :  Miss  Flora 
May  McElhiney  is  particularly  well  known  in 
Franklin  for  her  talent  as  a  china  painter; 
Carl  B.  lives  at  home  and  farms  his  father's 
property ;  Curtis  E.  is  a  builder  and  contractor, 
and  at  present  superintends  the  buying  of  ma- 
terial and  erection  work  at  the  Foco  Oil  Com- 
pany's plant  at  Franklin ;  Joseph  A.  is  engaged 
as  a  florist  and  market  gardener  in  Sugarcreek 
township. 

D.  C.  AND  E.  F.  McRAE,  of  Belmar,  Sandy 
Creek  township,  have  long  been  rated  with  the 
steadily  successful  oil  producers  of  that  sec- 
tion. Some  forty  years  ago,  in  company  with 
their  father,  Duncan  McRae,  they  began  opera- 
tions conservatively,  extending  their  interests 
as  prosperity  enabled  them  to  invest  and  in- 
crease their  facilities,  and  with  experience  as 
a  basis  for  new  undertakings  they  have  wasted 
little  time  in  fruitless  labor.  Having  been  en- 
gaged in  the  same  line  through  all  of  their  busi- 
ness career,  they  have  acquired  authoritative 
familiarity  with  its  details,  regarding  which 
their  ideas  and  methods  are  highly  valued. 

Duncan  McRae  was  of  Scotch  origin,  and 
came  to  this  region  from  Canada.  Arriving 
early  in  the  period  of  the  oil  excitement,  he 
soon  became  interested  in  the  new  industry, 
and  obtained  valuable  experience  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Foster  Farm  Oil  Company, 
being  so  engaged  for  several  years.    He  owned 


a  share  in  the  Scrubgrass  well,  and  in  1876, 
in  company  with  William  Crawford,  Nate 
King,  M.  J.  Coleman  and  others,  he  took  a 
lease  of  the  David  Smith  farm  in  Sandy 
Creek  township.  They  sank  three  wells  at 
once,  and  although 'two  of  them  were  dry  the 
other  pumped  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
barrels  daily,  the  yield  attracting  considerable 
attention.  Before  long  Duncan  McRae  and  his 
sons  acquired  ownership  of  the  property,  and 
they  exploited  it  together  for  a  number  of 
years,  until  the  father  withdrew.  He  was  ac- 
tive to  the  close  of  his  life,  but  he  spent  the  last 
three  years  in  Florida,  where  he  died  in  May, 
1914.  Of  his  four  sons,  Elwood  F.,  Wilmer, 
Alvin  and  D.  C,  Wilmer  and  Alvin  are  resi- 
dents of  Florida. 

Elwood  F.  and  D.  C.  McRae  have  continued 
drilling  and  working  wells  on  their  Sandy 
Creek  holdings  at  Belmar,  where  they  have 
sixty-seven  wells  at  present.  The  tract  lies 
five  miles  below  Franklin,  on  the  banks  of  the 
big  bend  of  the  Allegheny,  along  the  line  of  the 
Lake  Shore  railroad.  The  constant  widening 
of  their  business  has  been  the  logical  result  of 
intelligence,  industry  and  a  consistent  adher- 
ence to  substantial  business  principles.  Both 
the  brothers  are  married,  and  have  established 
pleasant  homes  on  the  shores  of  the  Allegheny. 

JAMES  VICK  RIDDLE,  of  Clinton  town- 
ship, owns  a  valuable  property  which  has  been 
held  in  the  Riddle  family  for  almost  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  years,  and  is  well  occu- 
pied with  the  various  interests  which  he  has 
acquired  in  the  course  of  a  busy  career.  He 
is  the  fourth  in  direct  line  to  own  this  land, 
which  formed  part  of  the  large  acreage  taken 
up  by  Matthew  Riddle,  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  this  section. 

Matthew  Riddle  was  a  native  of  Roxburgh- 
shire, Scotland,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member 
of  General  Washington's  staff.  He  came  to 
Venango  county  as  chain  bearer  for  Thomas 
McKee,  was  first  in  Clinton  township  in  1795, 
and  the  following  year  removed  his  family 
from  Westmoreland  county.  He  acquired 
ownership  of  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  in 
three  tracts,  part  of  it  •  lying  in  Scrubgrass 
township,  which  at  his  death  was  divided 
among  his  four  children.  With  Robert  Calvert 
he  established  what  has  since  been  knovn  as 
the  Calvert-Riddle  cemetery,  each  givinjr  half 
of  the  land  set  aside  for  that  purpose  when, 
in  1796.  a  relative  of  Mr.  Riddle  died  while 
on  a  visit  to  him.  Many  of  the  family  are 
interred   there.      Matthew  Riddle  died    Nov. 
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j6,  1820,  aged  -seventy-seven  years,  and  is 
buried  in  that  cemetery.  His  wife,  Katie 
(Haney),  died  in  1817.  Their  two  daughters 
lived  to  advanced  age,  Elizabeth  dying  unmar- 
ried Nov.  26,  18—,  aged  sixty-five  years; 
Annie,  Mrs.  James  Pollock,  lived  on  part  of 
her  father's  land;  Robert  was  the  grandfather 
of  James  Vick  Riddle ;  John  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  the  sketches  of  his  grandsons. 

Robert  Riddle,  son  of  Matthew  and  Katie 
(Phipps)  Riddle,  was  born  in  1788  in  West- 
moreland county,  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Venango  county  in  1796,  and  died  Sept.  18, 
1856,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  six  months.  He 
served  in  the  militia  during  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  with  Commodore  Perry  at  the  time  of 
the  famous  engagement  on  Lake  Erie.  Inherit- 
ing half  of  the  four  hundred  acres  comprised 
in  the  home  farm,  the  old  home  part,  he  de- 
voted his  active  years  to  its  improvement,  and 
the  brick  house  which  he  erected  ninety  years 
ago  is  still  standing  and  in  excellent  condition, 
being  occupied  by  his  g^ndson,  James  Vick 
Riddle.  The  brick  for  this  dwelling  was  made 
on  the  farm.  In  1816  Robert  Riddle  married 
Catherine  Phipps,  daughter  of  John  Phipps, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
namely :  John  Phipps,  bom  Dec.  12,  181 7.  who 
died  April  2,  1902  (his  wife,  Jane,  born  March 
25,  1821,  died  Aug.  31,  1894)  ;  James  P.,  born 
in  1819,  who  died  in  1909;  Samuel,  born  Aug. 
I,  1821,  at  Scrubgrass,  who  died  May  28,  1853, 
at  Franklin:  Robert;  Wilson;  David;  Mat- 
thew; Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Calvert ;  Sarah 
A.,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Matthew  Riddle,  son  of  Robert,  was  born  on 
the  paternal  homestead  Dec.  25,  1834,  and  died 
Aug.  16,  1894.  All  his  life  was  spent  on  the 
farm,  which  in  his  day  comprised  118  acres, 
well  improved  and  under  profitable  cultivation. 
He  was  a  man  of  character  and  intelligence, 
and  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  various  local 
offices,  performing  his  duties  ably  and  con- 
scientiously. On  Feb.  14,  i860,  he  married 
Mary  Jane  Hoffman,  daughter  of  Philip  Ghost 
Hoffman  (familiarly  known  as  "Big  Ghost*' 
Hoffman),  and  she  survives  him,  being  now 
the  wife  of  John  Deemer,  of  Eakins  Comers, 
in  Scrubgrass  township,  this  county.  Eight 
children  were  bom  to  this  marriage,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  viz. :  Eli  Wilson  lived  on 
part  of  the  home  farm,  married,  and  is  survived 
by  his  wife  and  two  sons ;  Etta  E.  is  the  wife  of 
William  J.  Moore,  of  Clinton  township,  men- 
tioned elsewhere;  Benton  V.,  now  a  Presby- 
terian minister,  established  at  Lithopolis,  Ohio, 
taught  school  for  several  years  in  Venango 
county  and  served  two  terms  as  county  super- 


intendent of  schools;  Edward  J.  is  engaged 
as  a  blacksmith  at  Butler,  Pa. ;  Robert  M.,  of 
Oil  City,  is  connected  with  the  Oil  City  Wood- 
working Manufacturing  Company ;  Harriet 
Olive  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Wilson,  who  is  in 
the  oil  business  at  Eau  Claire,  Butler  Co.,  Pa. ; 
James  Vick  is  mentioned  below;  Mary  Grace 
is  the  wife  of  Robert  Irwin,  a  mechanic  in  the 
tin  mills  at  Chester,  West  Virginia. 

James  Vick  Riddle  was  born  May  30,  1878, 
in  the  house  where  he  now  resides,  and  has 
remained  at  his  birthplace  nearly  all  his  life. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  local  public 
schools,  and  he  was  well  prepared  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  life  both  by  his  home  training 
and  his  other  early  experiences.  During  five 
years  of  his  young  manhood  he  worked  in  the 
Butler  county  oil  fields  for  the  Phillips  Gas 
Company,  and  since  the  home  farm  came  into 
his  hands  he  has  followed  that  business  on  his 
own  land,  having  seven  producing  wells,  all 
of  the  second  sand,  which  have  yielded  a  good 
average  flow.  For  nine  years  he  has  also 
operated  a  portable  sawmill,  caring  for  these 
lines  along  with  his  general  agricultural  work, 
which  has  been  conducted  on  modem  lines  and 
has  enhanced  the  value  of  the  farm  appreciably. 
Two  years  ago  he  built  a  new  bam,  which  has 
proved  a  convenient  addition  to  his  facilities, 
and  he  has  always  been  on  the  lookout  for 
opportunities  to  make  changes  which  will  do 
away  with  unnecessary  work  and  expedite  es- 
sential operations,  being  thoroughly  modem  in 
his  ideas  and  methods. 

On  Feb.  21,  1905,  Mr.  Riddle  was  married 
to  Erma  M.  Oliphant,  of  Scmbgrass  township, 
daughter  of  Hosea  and  Mary  J.  (Fleming) 
Oliphant,  who  still  live  there.  Mr.  Oliphant 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  timber  work. 
Mrs.  Riddle  was  born  in  Scrubgrass  township, 
and  was  twenty-one  years  old  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage.  She  was  well  educated,  attend- 
ing the  State  normal  school  at  Slippery  Rock 
and  receiving  a  certificate  to  teach,  but  she  en- 
tered another  profession,  taking  a  course  in 
nursing  at  the  Warren  Hospital,  from  which 
she  was  graduated.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riddle,  namely:  Gar- 
nett,  Hazel,  Russell,  Harry,  Mildred,  Clinton 
and  Woodrow  Wilson. 

HIRAM  A.  VOORUS  is  a  notably  progres- 
sive farmer  and  oil  operator  of  Oil  Creek 
township,  owning  a  valuable  tract  improved 
entirely  through  his  own  efforts  and  largely 
along  original  lines.  While  industry  and  thrift 
have  played  their  due  part  in  his  success,  the 
results   have  been  doubled   by   the   scientific 
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methods  which  he  has  employed  in  all  his  work 
and  the  keen  intelligence  back  of  all  his  labors. 
His  accomplishments  are  worthy  of  notice  in 
any  record  of  the  development  of  Venango 
county,  as  proving  the  possibilities  of  its  great 
natural  resources. 

Mr.  Voorus  was  born  in  December,  1856, 
near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Andrew  and  Han- 
nah (Tibbits)  Voorus,  and  his  paternal  lineage 
goes  back  to  Knickerbocker  stock  in  eastern 
and  central  New  York.  Andrew  Voorus  lived 
and  died  at  Manlius,  that  State.  His  wife, 
Hannah,  was  a  sister  of  George  Tibbits,  whose 
daughter  Maria  S.  Tibbits  married  Manley 
Colton  Beebe,  who  settled  at  Pleasantville  in 
the  early  days.  Hiram  A.  Voorus  became  in- 
terested in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania  through 
Mr.  Beebe,  who  visited  his  people  in  New 
York.  Accordingly  he  came  to  Pleasantville 
when  a  young  man,  and  having  been  brought 
up  in  a  region  famous  for  its  rich  farms  and 
dairy  stock  he  was  asked  by  Mr.  Beebe  to  in- 
struct the  latter's  tenant  in  the  care  of  stock, 
for  which  his  thorough  early  training  well  qual- 
ified him.  His  efforts  were  successful,  the  ten- 
ant accepting  the  new  ideas  and  adapting  them 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Beebe.  Mr. 
Voorus  was  engaged  in  farm  work  here  for 
several  months,  returning  to  New  York  to 
assist  his  father,  and  remaming  at  his  old  home 
for  a  year  and  a  half.  He  had  decided  to 
secure  a  tract  of  land  in  Venango  county,  being 
influenced  largely  by  the  attitude  of  the  local 
papers,  who  declared  that  with  proper  handling 
all  this  territpry  could  be  made  to  yield  oil 
in  paying  quantities,  even  though  there  was  a 
sentiment  in  some  quarters  that  it  had  been 
drained  out.  So  upon  his  return  to  the  county 
he  obtained  one  hundred  acres  of  his  present 
farm,  paying  from  eight  to  twelve  dollars  an 
acre  for  the  place,  which  to  many  did  not  look 
particularly  promising.  There  were  some  old 
oil  wells  on  it,  abandoned,  and  the  most  valu- 
able timber  had  been  taken  off,  and  as  it  was 
his  desire  to  improve  it  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses he  begran  to  clear  off  the  brush.  As  he 
had  no  capital  to  finance  his  labors,  he  made  his 
living  mostly  by  teaming  for  several  years, 
hauling  oil,  giving  up  outside  work  as  the 
returns  from  his  land  increased  sufficiently  to 
make  it  worth  while  to  devote  all  his  time  to  it. 
Mr.  Voorus  had  valuable  farm  experience  in 
his  youth,  and  found  plenty  of  need  for  it  in 
his  independent  work,  but  he  went  farther  and 
kept  in  touch  with  the  newest  methods  evolved 
in  experiments  by  scientific  agriculturists,  espe- 
cially at  State  College,  whose  activities  have 
been  a  great  assistance  in  his  work.    Some  of 


his  neighbors  thought  he  wa»  wasting  his  time 
trying  to  make  a  productive  farm  out  of 
**sand,"  but  he  had  faith  in  its  properties,  and 
by  having  the  soil  analyzed  and  using  proper 
fertilizer  he  soon  proved  that  abundant  crops 
were  possible  under  skillful  cultivation.  He 
added  to  his  area  as  prosperity  enabled  him  to 
do  so,  now  having  two  hundred  acres,  one  half 
of  which  is  cleared  and  about  sixty  acres  under 
close  cultivation.  The  body  lies  advanta- 
geously, and  its  sandy  loam  is  now  second  to 
none  in  Venango  county  in  fertility,  while  in 
attractive  arrangement,  buildings,  etc.,  it  com- 
pares favorably  with  the  most  desirable  farm 
properties  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
has  built  a  new  house,  and  his  bam  is  com- 
modious, modem  and  well  kept  up,  equipped  in 
up-to-date  style  and  fumished  with  a  silo  of 
proper  dimensions  for  the  quantity  of  stock 
which  he  keeps  regularly. 

Mr.  Voorus  has  always  made  a  specialty  of 
stock,  and  has  given  much  attention  to  the  im- 
provement of  cattle,  with  such  excellent  results 
that  few  herds  of  the  same  size  anywhere  sur- 
pass his  in  milk  yield.  He  has  always  had 
enough  stock  to  utilize  all  the  hay  and  grains 
raised  on  the  land,  an  economical  arrangement 
which  has  made  it  unnecessary  for  him  to 
market  many  of  his  valuable  crops,  his  profits 
coming  from  the  dairy  products,  for  which 
there  is  always  ready  sale.  His  hogs  are  the 
Ohio  Improved  Chester  strain. 

When  he  felt  that  he  could  spare  money  for 
the  venture  Mr.  Vooms  began  to  drill  for  oil, 
in  that  as  in  his  agricultural  operations  follow- 
ing scientific  knowledge  of  the  territory  he  had 
to  deal  with.  He  made  a  careful  study  of  local 
geological  formations  before  he  entered  into 
this  work,  and  has  been  well  repaid  for  the 
time  he  spent  in  this  way,  having  had  a  profit- 
able yield  from  every  well  sunk  on  his  prop- 
erty.   Seven  wells  are  now  producing  there. 

In  1886  Mr.  \'oorus  married  Melvina  L. 
Watson,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Delilah 
(Spangler)  Watson,  who  are  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work  in  the  sketch  of  her  brother, 
Lewis  N.  Watson.  Nine  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union,  namely:  Grover  Archie 
is  now  in  the  United  States  army,  stationed  at 
Camp  Lee;  Lena  B.  graduated  from  high 
school  and  from  the  normal  school  at  Slippery 
Rock,  Pa.,  taught  several  terms  in  Venango 
county,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  primary 
grade  at  Spring  Creek,  Warren  Co.,  Pa, ; 
Robert  A.  attended  public  school  and  business 
college  at  Oil  City,  and  is  now  engaged  as  a 
clerk  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
at  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Bessie  B.  graduated 
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from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Slippery 
Rock,  and  is  now  teaching  in  Oil  Creek  town- 
ship; Blanche  is  at  home;  Dorothy  is  a  student 
at  Slippery  Rock  Normal;  Elizabeth  is  at 
home;  Marion  Milton  and  Philip  are  attend- 
ing school. 

Mr.  Voorus  has  held  the  office  of  road  su- 
perv^isor  for  twelve  years,  and  has  served  his 
fallow  citizens  loyally,  giving  his  public  duties 
as  close  attention  as  he  pays  to  his  personal  af- 
fairs. Originally  a  Democrat  in  political  doc- 
trine, he  is  now  independent,  supporting  the 
men  and  measures  which  represent  his  views 
best,  regardless  of  party.  His  credit  and 
standing  are  high  wherever  he  is  known,  for 
he  has  endeavored  to  practice  the  principles  he 
holds  regarding  his  responsibility  to  his  fellow 
men.  His  wife  is  associated  with  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Plumer,  and  five  of  their  children 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

LEADOM  DENVER  FOX,  a  respected 
resident  of  Oil  City,  now  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company,  belongs  to  a 
family  well  known  in  Clarion  county,  this 
State,  where  he  himself  was  bom  Sept.  3, 
1873,  "c^^  Callensburg,  in  Licking  township. 

Obediah  Fox,  father  of  Leadom  Denver  Fox, 
was  bom  in  Clarion  county,  Dec.  3,  1842, 
and  died  there  in  June,  191 3,  in  his  seventy- 
first  year.  All  his  life  he  followed  the  various 
occupations  connected  with  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, including  that  of  sawyer  in  the  mill,  but 
lived  retired  just  prior  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Licking  township.  He  is  buried 
at  Callensburg.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  three  years  in  the  Union  army,  having 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  62d  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. He  held  membership  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  member 
of  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  in  politics  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  party.  For  a  time  he 
held  the  office  of  constable.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Isabelle  Stover,  was  born 
in  Licking  township  Jan.  24,  1843,  ^ind  sur- 
vives him  with  their  three  children,  namely: 
Loretta,  wife  of  George  Haun,  of  Beaver 
township.  Clarion  county;  Ira  M.,  of  En- 
deavor, Forest  Co.,  Pa.,  wbo  married  Emma 
Wiles ;  and  Leadom  Denver,  mentioned  below. 

Samuel  Stover,  father  of  Mrs.  Obediah  Fox, 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  well  known  as  a 
boat  builder  and  barn  builder  in  Qarion  coun- 
ty. He  died  at  Callensburg  when  nearly 
eighty  years  old,  and  is  buried  at  that  place 
with  his  wife  Sarah  (Houser),  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children :  Kernel,  deceased, 
a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  was  twice  mar- 


ried, his  first  wife  being  Rebecca  Cox,  his 
second  Mary  Kiester;  John,  also  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  married  Jennie  Elder;  Tom, 
deceased,  a  Civil  war  soldier,  married  Esther 
Hieter;   David   married   Margaret   Barr   and 

(second)  Bertha  ;  Susan  married 

John  Neeley,  a  Civil  war  soldier,  and  both 
are  deceased;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Logue,  is  a 
widow;  Mary  married  John  Koch  (deceased) 
and  (second)  H.  C.  Hieter;  Annie  married 
Hovey  Shoup;  Isabelle  is  the  widow  of  Obe- 
diah Fox.  1  he  father  was  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  a  Methodist  in  religious 
doctrine,  a  sincere  Christian  and  active  in 
church  work. 

Leadom  Denver  Fox  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood, 
and  during  his  early  youth  and  manhood  was 
occupied  on  the  building  of  ilatboats,  fol- 
lowing that  work  for  thirteen  years.  During 
the  four  years  following  he  was  employed  on 
a  farm  in  Richland  township,  Clarion  county, 
in  January,  1902,  moving  to  Oil  City,  where  he 
commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  house  car- 
penter with  C.  F.  Stoner,  working  for  him  a 
year.  After  a  few  years  with  H.  C.  High- 
gates,  he  commenced  to  do  contracting  on  his 
own  account,  and  was  so  engaged  for  about 
four  years  in  Oil  City,  resuming  farming  at 
the  end  of  that  time  in  Richland  township, 
Venango  county,  where  he  was  located  for 
two  years.  On  his  return  to  Oil  City  he  again 
turned  to  contracting,  also  building  houses  and 
selling  them,  and  continued  in  that  way  until 
he  took  his  present  position  as  carpenter  with 
the  United  Natural  Gas  Company.  He  is  a 
man  of  thoroughly  honorable  character  as 
well  as  a  reliable  mechanic,  and  has  the  un- 
qualified good  opinion  of  his  superiors  and 
all  his  associates.  His  religious  connection 
is  with  the  Evangelical  (Thurch,  in  which  he 
has  been  a  useful  worker,  having  served  as 
building  trustee  when  the  present  edifice  was 
under  construction.  Originally  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  he  now  gives  his  allegiance  to  the 
Prohibition  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Oil  City  Lodge.  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Fox  married  Hannah  Ann  Sherman, 
who  was  bom  in  Licking  township.  Clarion  Co., 
Pa.,  July  8,  1873,  and  they  have  had  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  bom  as  follows:  Charles, 
Dec.  21,  1895  (deceased)  ;  Isaac  E.,  May  31, 
1897;  Susie  B.,  Feb.  4,  1899  (wife  of  William 
Fisher  and  mother  of  one  child,  Ruth  Eliza- 
beth) ;  Mildred,  Jan.  15,  1901  (deceased) ; 
Carl  P.,  April  25,  1902;  Robert,  Feb.  25,  1904 
(deceased);  Lloyd  H.,  Nov.  15,  1906;  Mary, 
Feb.  23,  1909;  Paul  H.,  March  12,  1911,^  Ar- 
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thur,  July  4,  1913  (deceased)  ;  Frederick  R., 
Dec.  31,  1914.  Isaac  EL,  the  eldest  son  sur- 
viving, was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
army  when  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  for  service  in  the  world  war,  leaving 
Oil  City  with  the  quota  Sept.  4,  1918,  for 
Camp  Forrest,  Ga.,  having  charge  of  the  men. 
He  became  corporal  while  in  camp,  whence  he 
was  transferred  to  Newport  News,  Va.,  from 
which  point  he  sailed  for  overseas  service  Oct. 
21,  1918,  landing  safely  after  an  enjoyable 
trip  across. 

Isaac  Sherman,  father  of  Mrs.  Leadom  D. 
Fox,  was  bom  Feb.  7,  1834,  and  died  March 
3,  1899,  in  Licking  township.  Clarion  county, 
where  he  owned  a  farm  and  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  his  death.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  boatbuilding  there.  He  came  to 
this  region  from  east  of  the  mountains,  and  his 
wife.  Amy  (Baum),  was  also  from  that  sec- 
tion. She  was  bom  April  13,  1834,  and  died 
Oct.  13,  1908,  being  laid  to  rest  with  Mr.  Sher- 
man in  St.  John's  cemetery.  Licking  township. 
They  were  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  which  he  served  as  trustee,  and  in 
political  sentiment  he  was  a  Democrat.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sherman  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary,  now  the  widow  of 
C.  F.  Stoner,  of  McKees  Rocks,  Pa. ;  William, 
of  Licking  township,  Clarion  county,  who  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Emma  Texter,  widow  of  John  Tex- 
ter;  Henry,  of  Oil  City,  who  married  Tillie 
Huff;  John,  of  Rockland  township,  Venango 
county,  married  to  Sarah  Hieter;  Maggie, 
widow  of  Howey  Hieter  and  living  at  Callens- 
burg.  Pa.;  Hannah  Ann,  wife  of  Leadom  D. 
Fox;  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Bridgeport,  111., 
who  married  Bunabell  Conover;  and  Emma, 
wife  of  Charles  Edinger,  of  Richland  town- 
ship, Clarion  county. 

JOHN  FELDMILLER  LEASGANG  set- 
tled in  Franklin  about  thirty-five  years  ago  and 
has  occupied  an  honorable  place  in  local  busi- 
ness circles  ever  since,  having  shown  himself 
deserving  of  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  men 
in  long  and  close  association  with  them.  For 
over  twenty-two  years  he  was  proprietor  of  the 
old  "National  Hotel,"  in  which  connection  he 
acquired  a  wide  and  favorable  reputation,  and 
since  retiring  from  that  line  he  has  looked  after 
his  oil  and  gas  interests. 

Mr.  Leasgang  was  bom  in  1863  in  Wood- 
cock township,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  where  his 
father,  Andrew  Leasgang,  was  engaged  in 
farming  at  that  time,  later  locating  at  Titus- 
ville,  same  county,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1888,    John  F.  Leasgang  was  a  child  when 


the  family  removed  to  Titusville,  in  whose 
public  schools  he  received  his  education.  After 
commencing  work  he  was  variously  employed, 
in  the  dry  goods,  grocery  and  tfaking^  busi- 
nesses, until  he  decided  to  change  his  home  to 
Franklin,  Venango  county,  where  he  arrived 
in  1883.  For  about  a  year  afterward  he  con- 
ducted the  bottling  business  of  James  S.  Mc- 
Garry  and  John  Theobold,  of  Titusville,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  was  engaged  for  about  five 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased 
the  old  "National  Hotel'*  property  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Thirteenth  and  Otter  streets,  in  Frank- 
lin, which  was  built  in  1841  and  was  one  of  the 
oldest  hotel  stands  in  this  region,  famous  even 
in  its  early  days.  During  his  ownership  it 
became  very  popular  as  the  ** National  Hotel." 
After  he  took  over  the  property  it  was  re- 
modeled and  refumished  completely,  and  be- 
came a  regular  community  center,  the  favorite 
meeting  place  for  the  people  of  the  surround- 
ing country  and  well  known  as  such  through- 
out this  section.  The  hotel  business  grew  until 
it  was  second  to  none  in  Venango  county,  and 
it  was  in  excellent  shape  when  he  disposed  of 
it  to  George  J.  Huttinger,  in  order  to  have  more 
time  for  managing  other  interests  he  had  ac- 
quired. Since  igo8  he  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Exchange  Bank  of  Franklin,  one  of  the 
leading  banking  institutions  of  Venango 
county,  and  by  judicious  handling  of  his  acqui- 
sitions he  has  kept  them  increasing  steadily, 
being  respected  universally  for  the  substan- 
tial qualities  which  he  has  demonstrated. 

On  Jan.  10,  1917,  Mr.  Leasgang  married 
Anna  Cain,  daughter  of  Michael  Cain,  a  native 
of  Ireland  who  settled  in  Venango  county  in 
1857.  now  (1917)  over  eighty  years  of  age  and 
still  residing  in  Sugar  Creek  township.  Mrs. 
Leasgang  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children. 

Mr.  Leasgang  is  a  member  of  the  Franklin 
Club  and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks.  He  enjoys  social 
pleasures  and  especially  travel,  having  jour- 
neyed extensively  over  his  cfwn  and  other 
countries. 

CHRISTIAN  K.  SHEFFER  has  been 
associated  in  the  ^administration  of  affairs  at 
the  Venango  County  Farm  for  the  last  seven- 
teen years,  during  most  of  that  period  in  the 
capacity  of  steward,  and  the  present  conditicm 
of  affairs  at  that  institution  is  the  best  com- 
ment upon  the  quality  of  his  services.  The 
fact  that  it  is  practically  self-supporting  evi- 
dences his  possession  of  executive  ability  and 
the  business-like  management  which  has  pre- 
vailed during  his  incumbency.    Mr.  Sheffer  is 
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from  Clarion  county,  where  the  family  is  one 
of  old  standing,  his  great-grandfather  having 
settled  there  about  1822. 

John  Adam  Sheffer,  the  first  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  this  country,  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  on  coming  to  America  located  in 
Dauphin  county,  Pa-,  for  a  time,  removing 
thence  to  Westmoreland  county  and  finally 
in  1822  to  Clarion  county,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two  years.  While  in  West- 
moreland coimty  he  owned  part  of  the  present 
site  of  Greensburg.  He  is  buried  at  Salem 
Church,  in  Clarion  county. 

John  SheflFer,  son  of  John  Adam  SheflFer, 
was  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Pa.,  and  moved 
to  this  section  with  his  father,  settling  on  a 
farm  where  he  made  a  permanent  home.  He 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  and  is 
buried  at  the  Salem  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

William  SheflFer,  son  of  John  SheflFer,  was 
bom  in  1819  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  spent  practically  all  his  life  in  Clarion 
county,  obtaining  a  farm  close  to  the  old  home 
place  and  remaining  there  until  his  death, 
when  ninety-three  years  old.  He  is  buried  in 
the  churchyard  already  mentioned.  He  mar- 
ried Priscilla  Cribbs,  of  Clarion  county,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

Christian  K.  SheflFer  was  bom  Aug.  11, 
185 1,  his  birthplace  being  in  Salem  township, 
Clarion  county,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  \^enango  county  line.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  and  after  his  school  days  were  over 
found  his  work  there  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
acqiiiring  the  practical  familiarity  which  has 
made  his  services  so  valuable  in  his  present  po- 
sition. Mr.  SheflFer  remained  at  the  old  home 
place  in  Clarion  county  until  1902,  when  he 
came  to  the  Venango  County  Farm  as  an  em- 
ploye, at  the  request  of  one  of  the  county  com- 
missioners taking  charge  of  the  store  and  the 
details  of  farming.  His  experience  in  farm 
work  and  management  fitted  him  admirably 
for  such  duties  and  made  his  selection  for  the 
place  appropriate  and  desirable  in  every  way, 
with  results  that  have  shown  the  choice  a  wise 
cne.  The  board  at  that  time  was  composed  of 
C.  W.  Shaner,  John  Irvin  and  John  Lam- 
berton,  and  Homer  Sutton  was  steward  for 
the  next  six  years.  Mr.  SheflFer  has  held 
the  position  since  his  retirement.  The  insti- 
tution is  in  every  respect  a  credit  to  the  county 
and  to  the  management.  During  Mr.  SheflFer's 
administration  there  have  been  as  many  as  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  inmates,  but  the  num- 
ber at  present  is  fifty-eight — the  lowest  for 
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fifteen  years.  The  proportion  of  male  and  fe- 
male inmates  has  been  about  three  to  one, 
about  two  thirds  of  the  present  number  being 
men,  and  in  providing  wholesome  occupation 
for  his  charges  Mr.  SheflFer  has  done  wonders 
in  the  way  of  keeping  up  all  the  details  of  the 
property  in  a  surprising  state  of  neatness  and 
eflSciency,  cultivating  the  land  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage and  raising  most  of  the  provisions 
needed.  The  milk,  butter,  eggs,  vegetables, 
pork  and  part  of  the  beef  consumed  are  all 
produced  on  the  place,  which  shows  no  waste- 
ful unthrift  or  disorder,  either  of  grounds  or 
buildings.  The  latter  are  of  brick  (partly 
erected  during  Mr.  SheflFer's  term),  with  large, 
airy  rooms  all  in  admirable  order  and  as  spick 
and  span  as  soap  and  brush  can  keep  them 
under  the  capable  oversight  of  the  matron, 
Mrs.  Lura  Crane,  who  has  held  her  position 
since  April,  1910.  The  farm  is  situated  in 
Sugarcreek  township  along  French  creek, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Franklin,  and  is  a 
fine  body  of  land,  which  has  increased  in  value 
appreciably  under  the  present  management. 
Mr.  SheflFer  devotes  all  his  time  to  his  oflficial 
duties.  One  serious  loss  has  been  sustained 
during  recent  years,  a  bam  having  burned 
June  18,  1910.  Mr.  SheflFer's  practical  and 
broad  character  has  made  him  a  most  suitable 
incumbent  of  the  position  of  steward.  With 
the  business  talents  necessary  to  the  econom- 
ical adjustment  of  material  matters  he  com- 
bines a  faculty  of  looking  after  the  inmates 
personally  in  proper  fashion,  sympathizing 
thoroughly  with  those  in  distress  and  helping 
them  to  a  solution  of  their  troubles,  besides 
maintaining  good  feeling  among  those  in  his 
care,  and  holding  their  respect. 

Mr.  SheflFer  was  married  when  twenty-three 
years  old  to  Hannah  Jeannette  Gheen,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Peter  Gheen,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children:  Gertrude  Priscilla  mar- 
ried John  Bellis,  of  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  who 
died  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  Susan  Evelyn 
is  the  wife  of  Michael  Glenn,  who  is  engaged 
as  an  oil  refiner  at  Emlenton,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.;  Ida\is  the  wife  of  C.  M.  Steward,  a  rail- 
road man,  of  Sandy  Lake,  Pa. ;  Millard  Gheen 
died  in  North  Dakota  when  twenty-one  yeirs 
old.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1892,  in  Clarion  county.  Mr.  SheflFer 
is  a  Lutheran  in  religious  belief,  belonging  to 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Franklin. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  During  his  res- 
idence in  Venango  .county  he  has  become 
thoroughly  identified  with  local  aflFairs,  being 
an  esteemed  citizen  of  Sugarcreek  township. 
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CHARLES  H.  PATTERSON,  factory 
manager  for  the  .  Venango  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Franklin,  has  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  promotion  of  industrial  con- 
ditions during  the  ten  years  of  his  residence 
in  that  city,  and  through  his  valuable  serv- 
ices to  several  concerns  has  come  to  be  rec- 
ognized as  a  factor  of  definite  worth  in  his 
chosen  field.  The  responsibilities  which  have 
been  intrusted  to  him,  in  connection  with  the 
operation  of  the  largest  plants  in  this  sec- 
tion, are  proof  positive  that  he  is  a  master 
in  the  mechanical  line  as  well  as  an  able  exec- 
utive. 

Mr,  Patterson  was  bom  in  1873  at  Akron, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  reared.  His  literary  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  common  schools, 
which  he  left  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  to 
begin  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  pat- 
ternmaker. At  an  early  age  he  evinced  a  gift 
for  the  prompt  dispatching  of  shop  work,  be- 
sides an  aptitude  for  mechanics  which  soon 
placed  him  in  the  ranks  of  high-grade  work- 
men, and  he  was  given  charge  of  the  shop 
where  he  commenced.  When  he  made  a 
change  it  was  to  enter  the  employ  of  Turner, 
Vaughn  &  Co.,  at  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  thirteen  years,  eventu- 
ally taking  charge  of  their  lai^e  plant.  The 
output  consisted  of  nails  and  machinery.  For 
the  next  four  years  he  held  an  iniportant  po- 
sition in  the  establishment  of  the  Falls  Clutch 
Machine  Company,  also  at  Cuyahoga  Falls,  at 
the  termination  of  this  association  coming  to 
Franklin,  Pa.,  where  he  has  since  been  located. 
His  first  position  here  was  with  the  Kent  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  with  whom  he  continued 
for  six  years.  Then  for  one  year  he  was  with 
the  Franklin  Railway  Supply  Company,  man- 
ufacturers of  flexible  conduits  and  railway 
supplies,  on  Oct.  i,  1914,  taking  charge  of  the 
Venango  Manufacturing  Company,  manufac- 
turers of  railroad  specialties.  This  company 
holds  an  important  relation  to  the  material 
prosperity  of  Franklin,  not  only  because  of  the 
value  of  its  products,  but  also  as  a  large  em- 
ployer of  labor,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
men  being  engaged  regularly  in  the  operation 
of  the  plant. 

GEORGE  W.  WOOD,  who  for  the  last 
thirty  years  has  been  established  on  a  fine 
farm  three  miles  north  of  the  borough  of 
Utica,  near  Wesley  Chapel,  is  one  of  the  most 
thoroughly  respected  citizens  of  Canal  town- 
ship, his  many  sterling  qualities  having  com- 
mended him  to  the  unqualified  esteem  of  his 
fellow   men.     He   is   extensively  engaged   in 


farming,  but  has  not  narrowed  his  interests 
to  the  improvement  of  his  own  property  ajid 
circumstances,  aiding  in  the  promotion  of  all 
movements  intended  to  benefit  the  entire 
neighborhood,  either  materially  or  socially. 

Mr.  Wood  is  of  old  American  stock,  being 
of  the  fourth  generation  in  descent  from  Bar- 
nard Wood,  who  served  with  Ethan  Allen  at 
Ticonderoga.  The  latter's  son  Barnard,  great- 
grandfather of  George*  W.  Wood,  served  as 
an  officer  in  the  United  States  army,  his  son 
Barnard,  the  grandfather  of  George  W.,  being 
a  private  soldier  under  him.  The  latter  set- 
tled in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

George  Wood,  son  of  Barnard  (3),  was  a 
small  boy  when  his  father  moved  to  Cattarau- 
gus county,  where  he  was  reared.  When  a 
young  man  he  came  to  Clarion  county.  Pa., 
and  during  the  early  part  of  his  residence  in 
this  section  carried  the  mail  from  Tionesta  to 
Clarion,  while  so  engaged  meeting  his  future 
wife,  Julia  Noble,  a  native  of  Tionesta.  Upon 
his  marriage  he  took  possession  of  a  tract  of 
new  land,  and  by  his  industry  succeeded  in 
clearing  a  valuable  farm  out  of  the  woods, 
making  his  home  there  until  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Meanwhile  he 
also  served  as  a  minister  of  the  German  Bap- 
tist or  Dunkard  Church,  taking  no  pay  for  his 
religious  work,  which  he  continued  zealously 
into  old  age,  preaching  in  ten  different 
churches,  some  of  which  he  had  organized,  and 
looking  after  the  same  congregations  all  his 
life.     His  wife  died  in  middle  age. 

George  W.  Wood  was  bom  in  Qarion 
county  Aug.  28,  1853,  and  lived  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  reached  his  majority.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  at  which  he  was 
employed  for  seven  or  eight  years,  doing  con- 
tract work,  and  he  was  also  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness for  a  time,  taking  a  lease  on  part  of  his 
father-in-law's  place,  the  Young^  farm,  where 
he  sank  four  wells,  all  of  which  were  good 
producers.  The  first  on<e  was  a  one-hundred- 
barrel  well.  In  two  years  he  sold  his  interests 
at  this  place,  the  profitable  business  he  had 
carried  on  there  giving  him  a  substantial  start, 
of  which  he  took  immediate  advantage.  In 
t888  he  bought  the  nucleus  of  his  present  prop- 
erty, a  tract  of  sixty-two  acres  originally  the 
Andre  farm,  the  first  deed  for  its  transfer  being 
dated  1797.  It  is  seven  miles  west  of  Frank- 
lin. There  was  a  log  house  on  the  land,  but 
though  improvements  were  commenced  so  long 
ago  its  attractive  condition  is  due  principally 
to  the  eflForts  of  the  present  owner,  whose  in- 
telligent and  well  directed  labors  are  apparent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


1011 


in  every  detail.  He  has  added  to  his  first  pur- 
chase, now  having  217  acres,  mostly  in  the  one 
tract,  and  all  systematically  used  for  general 
farming  purposes.  The  bam  has  been  over- 
hauled and  entirely  rebuilt,  and  an  excellent 
dwelling  erected  in  1890,  all  kept  in  first -class 
condition  by  unremitting  attention  and  indus- 
try on  Mr.  Wood's  part.  He  keeps  from  eight 
to  ten  cows,  and  supplies  butter  to  a  number  of 
regular  customers,  some  of  whom  have  de- 
pended upon  him  for  almost  thirty  years.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  agriculturists  in 
his  section  of  Venango  county. 

Mr.  Wood  holds  membership  in  the  Wesley 
Chapel  M.  E.  Church  and  has  long  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  most  useful  workers,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Sunday  school,  of  which  he 
has  been  superintendent  for  sixteen  or  sev- 
enteen years.  It  is  open  all  the  year  round. 
He  has  also  taken  part  in  the  broader  activities 
of  the  County  and  District  Sunday  School 
Associations,  keeping  in  touch  with  all  phases 
of  the  work  which  will  benefit  the  local  or- 
ganization or  widen  its  usefulness.  He  is  affil- 
iated with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  be- 
longing to  the  tent  at  Utica,  and  is  a  Prohi- 
bitionist in  political  connection,  in  all  his  rela- 
tions with  others  endeavoring  to  support  those 
things  which  he  thinks  will  contribute  most  to 
the  general  good. 

In  1881  Mr.  Wood  married  Louisa  Young, 
who  was  then  twenty-two  years  old,  and  they 
have  reared  the  following  children:  Mary 
Martha  was  a  teacher  in  Venango  and  Craw- 
ford counties  before  her  marriage  to  William 
Wilson,  a  farmer  of  Crawford  county;  Walter 
Allen  is  now  living  in  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton; John  B.  and  Alvin  Earl  are  engaged  in 
operating  the  home  farm  at  present;  Ivis 
Leola  taught  in  Venango,  Forest  and  Alle- 
gheny counties  prior  to  her  marriage  to  John 
Lee  Alexander,  who  is  now  chaplain  on  the 
battleship  "Arizona" ;  Alma  Louisa  graduated 
from  the  Utica  high  school  and  taught  two 
terms  in  Canal  township,  at  present  studying 
in  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School ;  George 
Stanley,  a  graduate  of  the  Utica  high  school, 
class  of  1917,  went  out  with  Company  F,  i6th 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and  is  now  sta- 
tioned at  Camp  Hancock  as  a  member  of  the 
1 1 2th  United  States  Regiment;  Julia  A.  grad- 
uated from  the  Utica  high  school  in  1917  and 
is  now  studying  at  the  Edinboro  Normal; 
Albert  Delarey  is  attending  the  Utica  high 
school.  Mrs.  Wood  is  a  member  of  the 
Memorial  Presbyterian  Church. 


M.  J.  KIRSCHNER,  present  superintendent 
of  the  South  Penn  Oil  Company,  at  Oil  City, 
began  his  association  with  local  oil  operations 
over  fifty  years  ago.  Mr.  Kirschner  is  a 
native  of  Erie,  Pa.,  and  he  found  employment 
as  a  pumper  in  the  Oil  creek  territory,  at 
Petroleum  Center,  in  1866,  soon  afterward  be- 
ing placed  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  a 
pipe  line  for  Payne  &  McCrea.  This  line  con- 
veyed oil  from  the  wells  to  refineries  at  Petro- 
leum Center  and  to  large  storage  tanks  on  Oil 
creek,  whence  it  was  shipped  out  by  cars. 
His  connection  with  such  lines,  in  construction 
and  operation,  covered  the  period  until  1872, 
when  Mr.  Kirschner  entered  the  Qarion  coun- 
ty field  as  an  independent  producer,  his  initial 
effort  meeting  with  a  degree  of  success  that 
made  him  decide  to  continue  operations.  He 
was  engaged  at* and  near  St.  Petersburg  for 
the  nine  years  following,  in  1881  becoming  an 
active  dealer  and  broker  on  the  Oil  City  Oil 
Exchange,  where  he  experienced  the  usual  va- 
riety of  successes  and  failures  incidental  to 
speculative  investments.  In  1886  he  became  an 
employe  of  the  Ohio  Oil  Company,  by  whom 
he  was  engaged  in  the  leasing  of  territory,  prin- 
cipally in  the  Lima  (Ohio)  territory,  but  in 
the  course  of  the  same  year  he  severed  this 
association  to  join  the  Ohio  Fuel  Oil  Com- 
pany, at  Cleveland.  As  this  was  about  the  time 
that. fuel  oil  was  just  coming  into  general  use, 
his  services  were  largely  taken  up  with  dem- 
onstrating its  handling  and  possibilities,  and 
the  installing  of  proper  apparatus  under  boil- 
ers, etc.  The  interest  became  so  widespread 
that  he  was  called  upon  to  cover  an  extensive 
territory,  reaching  into  nearly  all  of  the  central 
and  northwestern  States,  during  the  next  three 
years. 

Returning  to  Oil  City  in  1890,  Mr.  Kirschner 
that  year  entered  upon  the  association  which 
he  has  ever  since  maintained,  having  filled  re- 
sponsible positions  with  his  present  employers 
for  twenty-eight  years.  During  the  early  part 
of  his  association  with  the  concern  it  was 
known  as  the  Northern  Penn  Company,  the 
name  being  changed  to  South  Penn  Company 
in  1897.  For  some  years  he  was  assistant  to 
the  superintendent,  his  duties  in  thit  capacity 
keeping  him  largely  in  the  various  fields  of 
production.  In  1897  ^^  ^^^s  made  superintend- 
ent of  the  Oil  City  district,  his  supervision 
of  operations  being  extended  in  191 1  to  in- 
clude the  Warren  district,  practically  all  of 
the  company's  territory  in  northwestern  Penn- 
sylvania being  now  embraced  in  his  jurisdic- 
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tion.  Few  men  can  be  cited  who  have  confined 
their  attention  more  closely  to  the  business  re- 
sponsibilities laid  upon  them  by  their  superiors, 
and  none  have  been  more  conscientious  about 
placing  their  employers'  interests  first  on  all 
occasions.  The  proper  discharge  of  his  duty 
has  been  Mr.  Kirschner's  leading  principle 
throughout  all  these  years,  his  mind  and  phy- 
sical enei^es  being  concentrated  on  the  best 
ways  of  performing  whatever  is  assigned  to 
him,  regardless  of  his  own  ease  or  comfort. 

On  May  24,  1878,  Mr.  Kirschner  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Hauck,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Dr.  H.  E.  Kirschner,  now  a 
resident  of  Monrovia,  Cal,  and  two  daughters. 
Pearl  (wife  of  Howard  Smith,  of  New  York 
City)  and  Mary  (wife  of  J.  R.  Miller,  of 
Washington,  D.  C). 

Mr.  Kirschner  has  been  a*  Freemason  for 
over  forty  years,  was  made  a  Mason  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  and  transferred 
to  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  also 
affiliating  with  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
fourteenth  degree,  at  Oil  City. 

WILLIAM  A.  MAITLAND,  a  retired 
farmer  of  Rockland  township,  now  living  in 
Franklin,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Venango 
county  in  his  earlier  years,  having  filled  a 
number  of  important  offices  in  both  township 
and  county  government,  with  a  record  of  hon- 
orable service  highly  creditable  both  to  his  in- 
tegrity and  ability. 

The  Maitlands  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers in  Rockland  township,  the  founder  of  the 
family  there,  Andrew  Maitland,  having  been 
the  second  to  make  a  permanent  home  there. 
He  was  originally  from  Monroe  county,  N.  Y., 
and  lived  in  Butler  county.  Pa.,  up  to  the  time 
of  his  removal  to  Venango  county  in  1810. 
His  first  location  was  on  a  farm  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Freedom,  later  owned  by  John  Hetzler, 
and  he  afterward  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Barr's  Comers,  buying  a  tract  near  the  center 
of  the  township,  twelve  miles  southeast  of 
Franklin,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  the  original  settler  on  that  land, 
and  in  its  improvement  benefited  the  whole 
neighborhood,  also  giving  his  community  not- 
able service  in  public  affairs.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of 
the  Rockland  M.  E.  Church.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  His  children 
were:  John,  Andrew,  Alexander  (who  lived 
in  Rockland  township).  Nancy  (Mrs.  John 
Graham),  Ann  (Mrs.  John  O'Neil),  Margaret 
(Mrs.  Silas  Brown),  Sarah  (Mrs.  John  Web- 


ster) and  Polly  (who  married  James  Redick 
and  later  John  Hendershott).  Alexander  was 
the  last  survivor  of  this  family.  The  father 
married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  William 
Elliott. 

Andrew  Maitland,  Jr.,  was  twelve  years 
old  when  his  father  bought  the  place  near 
Barr's  Corners  above  mentioned.  He  was 
probably  bom  in  Venango  county,  and  was 
reared  here,  dying  May  12,  1883,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  In  1837  he  married 
Jane  Elliott,  dau^^hter  of  WiUiam  Elliott,  of 
Callensburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  who  died  when 
his  daughter  was  young,  her  girlhood  being 
spent  in  the  home  of  her  uncle  at  Callensburg. 
In  the  meantime  her  mother  had  remarried, 
becoming  the  second  wife  of  Andrew  Mait- 
land, Sr.,  her  future  husband's  father.  Mrs. 
Maitland  died  first,  passing  away  Jan.  26, 
1871,  aged  sixty-two  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children:  Maj.  John  B.,  of  Oil 
City,  who  died  June  15,  1903  (he  came  into 
possession  of  the  homestead  place)  ;  Sarah  J., 
who  married  Stephen  Burgwin,  of  Clarion 
county,  where  she  died  June  16,  1898;  Wil- 
liam A.;  Sylvester,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Caroline,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Moore 
and  resides  at  Salem  Qty,  Cranberry  town- 
ship, this  county;  anci  Ellen,  who  married 
James  Hahn,  of  Salem  City  (she  was  a  suc- 
cessful dressmaker  in  Clarion  county  prior 
to  her  marriage). 

William  A.  Maitland  was  bom  June  22, 
1842,  m  Rockland  township,  on  the  old  An- 
drew Maitland  (Sr.)  homestead,  and  obtained 
a  common  school  education  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. When  a  young  man  he  was  in  Rich- 
land township  for  a  short  residence,  1866-68, 
durin^f  part  of  that  time  clerking  in  the  store 
of  Shippen  &  Maitland  at  Stapley  Furnace,  his 
brother  being  a  member  of  the  firm  and  Mr. 
Shippen  the  owner  of  the  furnace.  In  1869 
he  made  his  home  in  Rockland  township  again, 
turning  his  attention  to  farming,  which  was 
his  principal  business  throughout  life.  On  his 
return  to  Rockland  township  he  secured  two 
acres  of  the  old  homestead  property,  building 
the  residence  which  he  and  his  family  occupied 
for  nineteen  years,  all  his  children  being  bom 
there.  He  then  sold  the  place  to  his  brother. 
Meantime  he  had  become  prominent  as  a 
township  official,  having  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  constable  and  tax  collector  (the  two 
offices  were  then  one)  in  1883,  which  he  dis- 
charged very  capably.  In  the  fall  of  1887  ^^ 
was  the  Republican  nominee  for  county  com- 
missioner, and  successful,  moving  to  Frank- 
lin in  January,  1888,  for  the  more  convenient 
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performance  of  his  new  obligations,  and  he 
was  honored  with  reelection  in  1890,  serving 
two  terms  in  succession.  His  associates  on  the 
board,  of  which  he  became  president,  were 
Samuel  McKinney  and  James  Patterson,  for 
the  first  term,  and  Mr.  McKinney  and  William 
Cross  during  the  second  term.  It  was  during 
his  incumbency  that  the  home  and  bam  on  the 
County  Farm  were  destroyed  by  fire,  only  the 
walls  being  left  standing,  and  they  were  re- 
built promptly ;  the  bam  has  been  bumed  again 
since.  Some  iron  bridges  were  also  built  dur- 
ing" his  administration,  which  was  marked  by 
a  progressive  policy  that  has  left  a  permanent 
impress  upon  the  development  of  the  county. 
Politics  has  always  been  a  live  interest  in  his 
life.  After  the  close  of  his  county  services  he 
was  employed  at  Lima,  Ohio,  for  the  Standard 
Oil  Company.  Since  his  retirement  he  has 
resided  in  Franklin,  at  No.  809  Elk  street. 

In  1867  Mr.  Maitland  married  Anna  N. 
Echelberger,  dau^^hter  of  Samuel  Echelberger, 
who  was  then  living  in  Rockland  township, 
this  county,  later  moving  to  Mill  Creek  town- 
ship, Mercer  county.  Of  the  three  children 
bom  to  this  marriage  Cora  J.,  who  attended 
McElwain  Institute  and  also  the  Clarion  Nor- 
mal, and  became  a  successful  teacher,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Dille,  of  Cooperstown, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Samuel  E. 
holds  a  position  with  the  Galena-Signal  Oil 
Company,  of  Franklin;  Avanella  H.,  now  the 
wife  of  H.  B.  Bradley,  a  merchant  of  Franklin, 
was  a  teacher  in  the  city  public  schools  before 
her  marriage.  The  family  are  Methodists  in 
religious  belief. 

CHARLES  MYERS,  Sr..  retired  merchant 
of  Franklin,  was  well  known  in  that  city  dur- 
ing his  active  business  life,  having  established 
the  meat  business  now  carried  on  by  his  sons. 
Industrious  and  thrifty,  and  with  high  stand- 
ards of  serv'ice  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
patrons,  Mr.  Myers  enjoyed  a  favorable  repu- 
tation which  won  and  held  trade,  and  had  a 
prosperous  career  during  the  fifteen  years  he 
conducted  a  store  here.  He  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  of  German 
extraction,  his  father,  Anthony  Myers,  having 
been  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany. 

Anthony  Myers  came  to  America  with  his 
wife  and  one  child  about  1839,  settling  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  the  family 
continued  to  reside  for  five  years.  By  occupa- 
tion he  was  a  ropemaker,  and  he  found  plenty 
of  work  at. his  trade,  in  which  there  was  com- 
paratively little  competition  in  his  day.  From 
Philadelphia  he  removed  to  Bellefonte,   Pa., 


where  he  was  employed  at  ropemaking,  and 
later  to  St.  Marys,  Elk  county,  where  he 
bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  also 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  had  to 
haul  his  goods  from  Bellefonte.  After  a  brief 
stay  at  St.  Marys  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  and  also  flynet 
making,  doing  business  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  Casper,  and  prospering.  His  next 
change  was  to  Erie,  Pa.,  where  he  remained 
for  about  twenty  years,  engaged  in  ropemak- 
ing, and  whence  he  came  to  Oil  City,  Venango 
county.  Here  he  embarked  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness, but  it  was  only  a  short  time  afterward 
that  he  died  here,  following  an  accident,  his 
injuries  resulting  fatally  five  days  later,  when 
he  was  fifty-five  years  old.  He  is  buried  at 
Fryburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.  Mr.  Myers  married 
Kunigunda  Rimley,  and  of  the  children  bom 
to  them  two  died  young,  in  Germany ;  Anthony 
is  also  deceased;  Louise  is  married  to  George 
Schurline  and  living  in  Erie,  Pa.;  Charles  is 
next  in  the  family;  Joseph  is  deceased. 

Charles  Myers  was  bom  Jan.  25,  1845,  ^^ 
Sixth  street,  Philadelphia,  and  passed  his  early 
life  at  the  various  points  to  which  his  father's 
business  called  him.  He  learned  his  trade, 
coopering,  at  Erie,  Pa.,  and  continued  to  fol- 
low it  for  about  twenty-five  years.  It  was  at 
the  end  of  this  period  that  he  embarked  in  the 
meat  trade,  being  established  in  that  line  at 
Meadville,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  for  fifteen 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Franklin  and 
entered  the  same  line.  He  opened  a  meat 
market  and  grocery  at  Eighth  and  Elk  streets 
and  carried  it  on  for  the  next  fifteen  years, 
until  he  decided  to  retire  and  accordingly  sold 
out  to  his  sons  John  and  Anthony  Myers,  who 
have  operated  the  business  since.  Mr.  Myers 
always  endeavored  to  give  his  customers  the 
best  possible  accommodations  and  the  choice 
of  a  fresh,  attractive  stock,  and  his  efforts  met 
with  substantial  appreciation,  his  store  being 
one  of  the  most  popular  in  the  locality.  He 
has  given  up  active  labor  entirely,  but  he  re- 
tains the  ownership  of  a  fine  farm  in  Cran- 
berry township  and  continues  to  look  after 
his  interests  himself. 

Mr.  Myers  is  a  Republican  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  that  party, 
holding  a  sincere  faith  in  the  value  of  its  doc- 
trines. During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  from 
Oil  City,  joining  Company  H,  i6th  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  with  which  he  served  twenty- 
six  months,  until  the  war  ended,  seeing  consid- 
erable active  service.  On  May  21, 1863,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  elbow  at  Milford  Nation, 
Va.,  and  he  had  his  full  share  of  experience 
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of  hardships  in  field  duty.  By  virtue  of  his 
Civil  war  service  he  now  belongs  to  the  G.  A. 
R.,  affiliating  with  Maj.  W.  B.  Mays  Post,  No. 
220.    He  is  a  Catholic  in  religious  connection. 

Mr.  Myers  married  Mary  King,  daughter 
of  Adam  King,  and  they  reside  in  what  is 
known  as  Valley  Extension.  Of  the  seven 
children  bom  to  them  six  survive,  viz. :  Charles 
IS  a  resident  of  Franklin  and  in  the  employ  of 
the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company;  Anthony  is 
engaged  in  the  meat  business  at  Franklin ;  Wil- 
liam, of  Chicago,  111.,  is  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  oil ;  Emma  married  P.  J.  Morrisey, 
general  manager  of  the  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany, Johnstown,  Pa.;  John  is  interested  in 
the  meat  business  with  his  brother  Anthony; 
Frank,  who  lives  at  home,  is  a  machinist  by 
occupation ;  Frederick  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years. 

JOHN  LYTLE,  a  substantial  farmer  of 
Scrubgrass  township,  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lisbon,  six  miles  west  of  the  borough  of  Em- 
lenton,  has  been  established  at  his  present  lo- 
cation only  a  few  years,  but  he  has  had  other 
experience  as  an  agriculturist  in  Venango 
county  as  well  as  in  the  West.  Bom  July  30, 
1853,  at  Jackson  Center,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  son 
of  David  and  Mary  Jane  (McClintock)  Lytle, 
he  moved  with  them  to  Jackson  county.  Wis., 
when  very  young,  the  family  settling  in  the 
timber.  David  Lytle  worked  in  the  lumber 
regions  of  that  State  until  after  his  wife's 
death,  when  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Mercer  county  and  resumed  farming,  also 
buming  lime.    He  lived  and  died  there. 

John  Lytle  in  his  youth  spent  a  year  at  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  but  gave  it  up  and  tumed 
to  farming,  which  he  followed  in  Mercer  coun- 
ty for  two  years.  After  a  year  on  a  farm  in 
French  Creek  township  he  commenced  ped- 
dling tinware  for  W.  D.  Rider  and  followed 
that  work  for  a  year,  covering  an  extensive 
territory.  Then  he  began  farming  on  his  own 
account  in  French  Creek  township,  where  he 
bought  the  old  William  Duffield  farm,  selling 
it  after  three  years'  ownership  and  moving  out 
to  Shawnee  count>',  Kans.,  to  a  location  fifteen 
miles  west  of  Topeka.  This  was  in  1884,  and 
he  remained  there  twelve  years,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  he  had  a  discouraging  start,  his  first 
year's  crop  being  blasted  by  the  hot  winds.  In 
the  twelve  years,  however,  he  made  good  prog- 
ress, eventually  trading  his  land  there  for  a 
farm  near  Lisbon,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  in  Scrub- 
grass  township.  He  expected  to  spend  but  two 
years  on  the  place,  but  as  he  could  not  make 
a  sale  at  the  desired  time  he  returned  to  Kan- 


sas after  a  little  delay  and  lived  there  again 
for  one  year.  Upon  his  return  to  Pennsyl- 
vania he  purchased  the  Wade  farm  at  Big 
Bend,  Venango  county,  and  farmed  it  for  two 
years,  in  March,  1915,  buying  the  John  B.  At- 
well  farm  of  145  acres  near  Lisbon,  where  he 
now  resides.  The  improvements  made  there 
during  his  comparatively  brief  ownership  in- 
clude a  good  silo,  his  attention  being  given 
largely  to  stock,  especially  young  stock.  The 
soil  is  in  profitable  condition,  and  Mr.  Lytle  is 
up-to-date  in  all  his  farming  operations,  being 
fully  capable  of  giving  his  property  adequate 
care.  He  is  identified  with  local  activities,  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Lisbon 
and  the  Woodmen  and  K.  O.  T.  AL,  and  in 
politics  has  supported  the  Prohibition  part>' 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  holding  advanced 
ideas  on  public  questions.  While  in  French 
Creek  township  he  served  three  years  as  con- 
stable, assessor  and  tax  collector. 

On  Feb.  16,  1875,  Mr.  Lytle  married  Flor- 
ence E.  Ehiffield,  who  was  bom  Sept.  8,  1857, 
in  French  Creek  township,  this  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Brice  and  Susan  (Gould)  Duffield.  Her 
father,  bom  July  9,  1824,  in  French  Creek 
township,  son  of  Armstrongs  Duffield,  died 
.Sept.  15,  1906;  her  mother  died  in  her  thirty- 
sixth  year,  when  Mrs.  Lytle  was  but  ten  years 
old,  the  eldest  of  four  children,  for  whom  she 
cared  faithfully  until  her  father  remarried, 
his  second  wife  being  Angenette  Cotton.  The 
latter  now  resides  on  Bleakley  Hill,  Franklin. 
Children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lytle :  Mary  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Arizona 
Rogers,  of  Willard,  Kans. ;  Maud  Alena  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Lee  Atwell,  a  merchant,  at  Lis- 
bon, Venango  county ;  Nellie  May  is  the  wife 
of  R.  Vincent  Atwell,  of  Scrubgrass  township  ; 
Bessie  Pearl  is  the  wife  of  Ed  Atwell,  brother 
of  R.  V.  Atwell  and  cousin  of  Frank  Lee  At- 
well, and  lives  on  the  old  Robert  J.  Atwell 
farm  in  Scmbgrass  township;  Earl  Duffield, 
of  Scmbgrass  township,  married  Martha  At- 
well, sister  of  R.  V.  Atwell ;  Florence  Elva  is 
married  to  D.  M.  Perry  and  lives  on  a  farm 
adjoining  the  home  of  her  parents ;  Glen  Mc- 
Clintock, who  married  Velma  Vagus,  is  en- 
gaged with  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm;  Helen  Gould  is  a  student  in  the 
Clintonville  high  school,  class  of  1919.  An 
account  of  the  Atwell  family,  with  whom  the 
Lytles  are  so  closely  connected  by  marriage, 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

MILTON  S.  McKENZlE,  late  of  Frank- 
lin, a  respected  citizen  and  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  his  section  of  the  city,  was  well 
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and  favorably  known  there  through  his  busi- 
ness and  social  connections  as  well  as  public 
service.  He  was  bom  on  Otter  street  in  Frank- 
lin, Dec.  12,  1861,  a  son  of  the  late  Samuel 
McKenzie,  who  settled  here  in  1853  and  was 
a  pioneer  in  the  Third  ward. 

Samuel  McKenzie  was  a  native  of  Center 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  passed  his  early  life. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  molder,  at  which  he 
was  engaged  for  many  years,  in  various  iron 
works,  during  his  later  life  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  court  crier  at  Franklin.  Though  he 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-three  he  was  active 
until  his  death.  He  is  buried  in  the  Franklin 
cemetery.  Mr.  McKenzie  was  a  Methodist 
in  religious  belief.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Singleton,  was  a  native  of 
French  Creek  township,  this  county,  and  died 
when  fifty-six  years  old,  the  mother  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Edward  E.,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Third  ward,  Franklin ;  Charles  L., 
deceased;  Milton  S. ;  Margaret  L.,  wife  of 
Homer  Carter;  John  L.,  who  is  living  at  Nick- 
lin,  Pa.;  William  E.,  deceased;  Catherine  M., 
married  to  John  Carter,  brother  of  her  sister's 
htisband;  and  Francis,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  father  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  loth  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serves, being  in  the  service  nearly  three  years, 
and  a  meml^r  of  Mays  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

Milton  S.  McKenzie  attended  public  school 
in  Franklin  regularly  up  to  the  age  of  eleven 
years.  He  then  began  to  assist  in  his  own 
support,  finding  work  in  a  brickyard,  where 
he  was  employed  until  fifteen  years  old,  after 
which  he  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  He 
continued  to  follow  that  business  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  giving  it  up  some  twelve  years 
ago  to  take  a  position  with  the  Galena-Signal 
Oil  Company  at  Franklin,  as  ptunper  and  filter. 
He  was  a  capable,  reliable  employe,  as  his  long 
continued  service  with  the  concern  testifies, 
and  equally  esteemed  in  all  his  other  associa- 
tions. His  fellow  citizens  of  the  Third  ward 
showed  their  faith  in  his  ability  and  trustworth- 
iness by  electing  him  to  represent  them  in  the 
city  council,  of  which  he  was  a  member  for 
two  terms. 

Mr.  McKenzie  was  well  known  in  Odd  Fel- 
lowship, being  a  prominent  member  of  Venan- 
go Lodge,  No.  255,  of  Franklin,  of  which  he 
was  a  past  grand,  and  he  was  also  a  past  chief 
patriarch  of  Venango  Encampment,  No.  150, 
and  a  retired  captain  of  Camp  No.  36,  Patri- 
archs Militant.  For  several  years  he  acted  as 
degree  master,  and  he  was  a  past  district  depu- 
ty grand  master.  His  religious  connection  was 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


On  Jan.  28,  1881,  Mr.  McKenzie  married 
Catherine  Carter,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary 
.(Phillips)  Carter,  the  family  coming  from 
Center  county,  this  State.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  marriage,  Charles  Milton  dying 
when  two  and  a  half  years  old ;  Margaret  Don- 
zella  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  E.  Wagner,  who 
holds  the  position  of  chief  clerk  with  the  Amer- 
ican Foundry  Company  at  Franklin.  Mr. 
McKenzie  died  Nov.  4,  1918,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Franklin  cemetery.  His  widow  lives  at 
No.  1313  Elk  street. 

E.  LEYBURN  RIDDLE,  of  Rocky  Grove, 
has  led  an  industrious  life,  the  early  part  spent 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  his  later  years  in  busi- 
ness. He  has  made  steady  progress  by  dint 
of  close  application  to  his  work  and  has  gained 
the  respect  of  all  his  associates  by  his  consist- 
ent honesty  and  fidelity  to  his  obligations.  For 
some  years  he  has  been  in  the  marble  and  gran- 
ite trade,  making  a  specialty  of  monuments, 
and  some  of  the  finest  examples  of  that  class 
of  work  in  the  locality  are  from  the  establish- 
ment in  which  he  is  mterested. 

Mr.  Riddle  belongs  to  an  old  family  of  Ve- 
nango county  and  was  born  Oct.  15,  i860,  in 
Irwin  township,  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  now 
occupied  by  his  brother,  John  A.  Riddle. 
Matthew  Riddle,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
this  section  and  great-grandfather  of  E.  Ley- 
bum  Riddle,  is  fully  mentioned  in  the  Riddle 
family  account  elsewhere  in  this  work,  as  is 
also  John  Riddle,  the  grandfather. 

William  C.  Riddle,  father  of  E.  Leyburn 
Riddle,  was  born  in  1822  in  Clinton  township, 
X'enango  county.  When  a  young  man  he  lo- 
cated in  Irwin  township,  this  county,  purchas- 
ing 100  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  tract  was 
then  in  the  woods.  He  succeeded  in  clearing 
it,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  upon  the  farm 
he  made,  cultivating  it  and  putting  up  all  the 
buildings  there.  The  farm  is  now  owned  by 
Charles  Kams.  Mr.  Riddle  also  took  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs  in  his  township, 
serving  as  school  director  and  constable.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  State  militia,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  served  for  a  few  months  in  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  a  member  of  the  Amity 
Presbyterian  Church  and  one  of  the  zealous 
workers  in  that  congregation.  Mr.  Riddle  died 
upon  his  farm  Dec.  3,  1887,  ^E^^  sixty-five 
years,  one  month,  twenty-nine  days,  and  is 
buried  at  Amity  Church.  He  was  survived  by 
his  wife,  Mary'  (Davidson),  who  was  born 
in  1820,  daughter  of  Archibald  Davidson 
(whose  wife  was  a  McDowell),  and  died  July 
I,  1892,  aged  seventy-one  years,  ten  months, 
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fourteen  days.  She,  too,  is  buried  at  Amity 
Church.  They  had  children:  George,  who  is 
now  deceased ;  Allister  D.,  deceased ;  John  A.„ 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Joseph,  who 
died  Nov.  23,  1918;  Damy,  widow  of  Peter 
Moyer,  residing  in  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Melvina,  de- 
ceased ;  E.  Leyburn ;  and  Grant,  deceased. 

E.  Leyburn  Riddle  spent  his  boyhood  on  the 
home  farm,  remaining  there  up  to  the  time 
of  his  marriage.  For  a  number  of  years  after- 
ward he  farmed  in  the  vicinity  on  his  own 
account,  selling  his  property  about  twenty  years 
ago,  after  which  he  had  a  store  and  huckster 
business,  also  teaming,  until  about  seven  years 
ago.  He  then  bought  a  half  interest  in  his 
present  business  at  Rocky  Grove,  his  partner 
being  J.  W.  Kerr,  who  had  established  the  trade 
thirty  years  before,  and  with  whom  he  is  still 
associated.  Mr.  Kerr  has  charge  of  the  me- 
chanical end,  Mr.  Riddle  handling  the  outside 
work  and  selling.  Their  patrons  are  scattered 
over  a  wide  territory,  and  the  firm  is  prepared 
to  supply  marble  and  cjanite  work  of  all  kinds, 
making  a  specialty  of  monuments,  for  which 
they  have  become  noted.  They  command  by 
far  the  largest  part  of  the  local  trade  in  that 
line,  and  most  of  the  finest  stones  in  the  Amity 
and  Calvert-Riddle  cemeteries  have  been  cut 
and  placed  by  them,  good  specimens  of  their 
work  being  found  in  all  the  burial  places  in 
this  vicinity.  Mr.  Riddle  and  his  partner  have 
endeavored  conscientiously  to  give  their  pa- 
trons the  benefit  of  the  best  modern  products 
in  their  field,  their  judicious  taste  and  first- 
class  workmanship  being  evident  in  every  piece 
which  comes  from  their  establishment.  He 
now  gives  all  his  time  to  this  business,  which 
has  had  a  healthy  growth  in  volume  and  im- 
portance for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  been 
interested  in  public  questions  but  has  not  cared 
for  office,  though  he  has  served  his  fellow 
citizens  in  Sugar  Creek  township  in  connec- 
tion with  the  improvement  of  roads.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  political  sentiment.  During 
his  early  years  he  attended  the  Amity  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  he  is  now  associated  with 
that  denomination  at  Rocky  Grove. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Riddle 
married  Sarah  E.  Smith,  who  was  about  the 
same  age.  She  was  reared  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Irwin  township,  being  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Smith,  and  sister  of  Millard  F.  and 
Sherman  R.  Smith,  mention  of  whom  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Riddle  have  no  children,  but  two  of  his 
brother's  daughters,  now  young  ladies,  reside 
with  them. 


THOMAS  W.  THOMPSON  is  a  respected 
citizen  of  Franklin  and  one  of  the  oldest  em- 
ployes there  of  the  concern  now  operated  as 
the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  holding  the 
position  of  foreman  in  the  cooper  department 
Mr.  Thompson  first  came  to  Franklin  to  live 
when  a  boy  ten  years  old,  and  he  is  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  bom  Jan.  6,  1857,  His 
father,  William  Thompson,  enlisted  for  mili- 
tary service  from  Philadelphia  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  not  long  after  its  close  removed  with 
his  family  to  Franklin,  Venango  county,  re- 
maining here  until  his  death.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  ice  business  and  in  trucking,  and  being 
a  man  of  steady,  industrious  habits  made  a 
good  living  and  was  favorably  known  to  those 
with  whom  he  had  dealings. 

Thomas  W.  Thompson  attended  public 
school  in  Franklin  for  some  time  after  the 
family  settled  in  the  city,  and  then  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  cooper,  which 
he  learned  thoroughly.  His  knowledge  of  the 
business  was  improved  by  several  years  of 
experience  as  a  journe3anan,  part  of  the  time 
at  Philadelphia,  whence  he  returned  to  Frank- 
lin, the  opportunities  for  profitable  employ- 
ment here  proving  as  desirable  as  he  had  found 
at  other  points.  Thirty-two  years  agt>  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  company  which  since 
1900  has  been  known  as  the  Galena-Signal  Oil 
Company,  and  made  so  good  a  record  as  a 
mechanic,  and  for  reliable  personal  character, 
that  he  was  promoted  in  1899  to  head  of  the 
coopering  department,  succeeding  George 
Crew.  He  has  filled  the  position  ever  since, 
having  proved  himself  fully  competent  to  meet 
the  constantly  increasing  responsibilities  en- 
tailed by  the  steady  growth  of  the  business,  and 
by  his  fidelity  to  duty  and  fairness  in  his  re- 
lations with  the  men  under  his  charge  has  won 
the  friendly  esteem  of  both  superiors  and  fel- 
low employes.  In  his  private  life  he  has  been 
guided  by  equally  honorable  principles,  en- 
joying the  high  regard  of  his  acquaintances. 
Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  formerly  associated  with 
the  administration  of  city  affairs,  having  served 
fourteen  years  as  councilman. 

Mr.  Thompson  married  Anna  Adams, 
daughter  of  William  Adams,  of  Polk,  Venango 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  have  reared  the  following 
children:  Charles  C,  Edith,  Sadie,  Edward, 
Anna,  Mamie,  Alice,  Lillian  and  Abraham. 
The  last  named  is  now  on  military  service  in 
France,  having  gone  abroad  as  one  of  General 
Pershing's  army. 
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LEVI  PLUMER  WILLIAMS,  a  resident 
of  Eakins  Corners,  Scrubgrass  township,  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
that  region,  his  great-grandfather,  Benjamin 
Williams,  having  been  one  of  the  first  to  make 
a  location  along  the  river  above  the  mouth  of 
Scrubgrass  creek.  He  came  from  Northum- 
berland county,  Pa.,  in  1803,  bringing  with  him 
a  large  family,  and  resided  here  until  his  death, 
Dec.  5,  1823,  on  his  seventieth  birthday.  His 
wife  Thamer  died  Dec.  18,  1825,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years,  four  months,  seventeen  days. 

Levi  Williams,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
in  Northumberland  county  Oct.  16,  1781,  and 
died  in  1867.  O"  April  11,  181 1,  he  married 
Polly  Phipps,  who  was  born  June  12,  1794, 
daughter  of  John  Phipps,  and  their  sons  were 
John,  Samuel,  David,  Simeon,  Eli  E.  and 
Thomas  K.  Simeon,  bom  March  17, 1828,  died 
Aug.  20,  1909,  on  the  old  farm.  .  He  and  his 
brother  Eli  owned  and  operated  the  home  farm 
in  partnership.  Simeon  Williams  married  Feb. 
28,  1856,  Nancy  Anderson,  of  Butler  county, 
but  had  no  children.  Levi  Williams  was  a 
young  man  when  he  accompanied  his  father 
from  Northumberland  county,  and  on  June 
12,  1 81 2,  he  established  his  home  on  the  farm 
near  Lisbon,  Scrubgrass  township,  which  his 
sons  Simeon  and  Eli  subsequently  owned,  the 
birthplace  of  his  grandson  Levi  P.  Williams, 
who  continues  to  reside  there.  During  the 
war  of  1812  Levi  Williams  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  of  Captain  Witherup's  company  who 
went  to  Lake  Erie  to  help  at  the  time  of  the 
threatened  invasion. 

Eli  E.  Williams,  father  of  Levi  Plumer  Wil- 
liams, was  bom  April  14,  1830,  at  the  farm  in 
Scrubgrass  township  where  he  passed  his  life, 
and  spent  all  his  youth  in  the  stone  house 
which  his  father  erected  in  1836  to  replace  the 
original  log  dwelling,  and  which  his  brother 
Simeon  subsequently  occupied.  These  two 
brothers  had  all  their  interests  in  common, 
working  together  for  over  fifty  years  without 
keeping  books  and  without  disagreements  of 
any  kind,  and  as  Simeon's  wife  died  three 
years  before  him,  leaving  no  family,  he  eventu- 
ally turned  over  his  share  of  the  property  to 
Eli. 

Eli  E.  WilHams  married  Jane  Jolly,  who 
was  bom  Sept.  20,  1834,  and  survived  him, 
his  death  occurring  May  17,  1905,  hers  Oct. 
6,  191 5.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters reached  maturity,  namely:  Zillah  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Agnew,  of  Edinboro,  Pa.; 
Edna  is  the  widow  of  William  Rankin,  of 
Rocky  Grove,  Venango  county;  Leola  is  the 


widow  of  S.  E.  Clay,  of  Rocky  Grove;  Ma- 
zerna  died  unmarried  Aug.  31,  1901,  aged 
twenty-three  years;  Levi  Plumer,  bom  Nov. 
27,  1866,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  home  farm 
since  1901,  formerly  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  Oren  but  now  alone,  married  Elizabeth 
Eakin,  and  has  seven  children,  Frances  (wife 
of  H.  Storer,  of  Pittsburgh),  Myrtle,  Pauline 
(like  her  two  elder  sisters  a  graduate  of  Slip- 
pery Rock  Normal  School,  now  teaching  near 
Pittsburgh,  as  is  also  Myrtle),  Mazema, 
Harold,  Margaret  and  Bemice;  Oren  T.,  a 
machinist  by  trade,  spent  nine  years  in  Florida, 
and  is  now  residing  at  Rocky  Grove;  Harry, 
born  Feb.  2,  1872,  was  drowned  in  the  Ohio, 
at  Sistersville,  W.  Va.,  June  20,  1894;  Otto, 
bom  Nov.  16,  1875,  remained  at  home  to  care 
for  the  farm,  which  he  operated  until  his 
death,  Nov.  15,  1901. 

WALTER  L.  FOUST  has  established  an 
excellent  business  in  Oil  City  as  proprietor 
of  an  up-to-date  garage  and  dealer  in  auto- 
mobiles and  accessories,  and  has  also  acquired 
some  paying  oil  interests,  being  one  of  the 
enterprising  young  men  of  the  community 
and  favorably  known  among  all  his  associates. 
Mr.  Foust  was  born  Nov.  5,  1882,  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Benjamin 
Foust,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  who  was  an 
oil  man  all  his  life.  He  died  when  his  son 
Walter  was  a  child,  and  is  buried  in  the  St. 
Petersburg  cemetery.  His  widow,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Kemery,  was  also 
bom  at  St.  Petersburg,  daughter  of  Geoi^ge 
Kemery,  a  farmer  of  Clarion  County,  and  still 
survives,  being  now  (1918)  about  sixty-seven 
years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjsfmin  Foust 
had  two  children,  Maurice  Leroy  and  Walter 
L.,  the  former  now  a  resident  of  Florida. 

Walter  L.  Foust  received  a  public  school 
education,  and  during  his  youth  learned  the 
butcher  business  with  C.  A.  Vasey  at  St. 
Petersburg,  serving  four  years  at  the  trade. 
Coming  to  Oil  City  he  took  employment  as 
crane  mnner  in  the  National  Transit  shops, 
and  while  there  learned  the  machinist's  trade, 
which  he  continued  to  follow  with  that  com- 
pany for  eleven  years.  His  next  experience 
was  with  C.  H.  Weaver,  by  whom  he  was  en- 
gaged for  one  year  as  automobile  mechanic, 
since  when  he  has  been  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  He  has  always  been  at  the  same 
location  on  the  Plumer  road.  Though  his 
original  shop  was  a  small  building,  with  stor- 
age room  for  only  four  cars,  by  1916  business 
prospects  were  so  good  that  he  erected  a  new 
garage,   with  a    frontage  of  ninety   feet  on 
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Plumer  road,  built  of  cement  blocks  and  two 
stories  in  height,  with  ample  room  for  forty 
cars,  and  admirably  equipped  for  all  the  re- 
quirements of  the  business.  It  is  up-to-date 
in  every  detail.  Mr.  Foust  carries  a  complete 
stock  of  accessories,  and  he  has  the  local 
agency  for  the  Standard  and  Nash  cars.  He 
has  a  regular  patronage  among  local  automo- 
bile owners,  takes  care  of  all  the  cars  of  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company,  and  drives  for 
Mr.  Cross,  president  of  the  company.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  business  he  has  operated  two  oil 
properties  successfully,  one  adjoining  his  gar- 
age property,  with  two  producing  wells,  and 
two  wells  on  another  holding.  He  has  com- 
bined his  various  activities  very  skillfully, 
showing  good  judgment  in  their  management. 

Mr.  Foust  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of 
Petrolia  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Like  his  father, 
he  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  convictions. 
He  married  Julia  Douglas,  a  native  of  Cran- 
berry township,  this  county,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  Rose  Wilmina,  born 
July  14,  1904,  now  attending  public  school; 
and  Ruth  Elizabeth  and  Raymond  Walter, 
twins,  bom  June  15,  1914.  The  family  attend 
Trinity  M.  E.  Church. 

Daniel  Douglas,  father  of  Mrs.  Foust,  is  a 
farmer  in  Forest  County,  Pa.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  Christiana  Rose  the  following  chil- 
dren were  bom:  Rose,  Vincent,  Edward  (who 
died  of  influenza  in  December,  1918),  Julia 
(wife  of  Walter  L.  Poust,  of  Oil  City),  Ethel, 
Bessie,  John  (who  died  of  influenza  in  Decem- 
ber, 1918),  Joseph  and  Luella. 

JOHN  *  MARTIN,  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Irwin  township,  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  locality,  where  the 
family  has  been  known  and  esteemed  for  sev- 
eral generations.  Ever  since  David  Martin 
settled  in  Venango  county  in  1799  the  Mar- 
tins have  been  identified  with  the  advancement 
of  this  section,  ranking  with  its  industrious, 
prosperous  residents,  thrifty  in  the  conduct  of 
their  own  affairs  and  ready  to  help  in  matters 
of  general  concern,  cither  in  the  public  service 
or  as  private  citizens. 

David  Martin  located  on  a  tract  of  four 
hundred  acres  in  Irwin  township,  and  here 
spent  the  rest  of  his  long  life,  he  and  his  wife 
each  living  to  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years; 
We  have  record  of  two  of  his  sons,  James  and 
Thomas,  of  whom  the  elder,  James,  served  in 
the  war  of  1812. 

Thomas  Martin,  son  of  David,  was  born  on 
the  ocean  while  his  parents  were  on  the  voyage 


from  Ireland  to  this  country,  and  passed  his 
life  in  Venango  county.  Pa.,  reaching  an  ad- 
vanced age.  He  was  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
owning  the  property  now  in  the  possession  of 
his  grandson,  Sylvester  Martin.  He  was  ac- 
tively associated  with  the  township  govern- 
ment, holding  the  offices  of  constable  and  col- 
lector, and  exerted  considerable  influence  in 
his  neighborhood.  In  1824  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Bleakley,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Boyle)  Bleakley,  her  maternal  ancestors  be- 
ing among  the  early  settlers  of  Butler  county. 
Eleven  children  were  bom  to  this  marriage, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters,  most  of  whom 
lived  past  middle  age. 

Joseph  E.  Martin,  son  of  Thomas,  was  bom 
April  17,  1832,  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  place 
now  occupied  by  his  son  John  Martin,  and 
died  May  7,  1917,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year. 
He  spent  his  life  in  farming,  living  mainly  on 
the  lOO-acre  tract  now  the.  property  of  his  son 
John,  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  build- 
ing the  present  barn  there,  and  also  the  house, 
which  he  erected  in  1880.  The  last  fifteen 
years  of  his  life  were  passed  on  another  farm, 
where  his  death  occurred  and  where  his  widow 
still  makes  her  home.  He  took  no  part  in 
public  affairs  outside  of  his  home  township, 
but  supported  the  Republican  party  faithfully, 
and  he  was  a  Union  man  during  the  Civil  war, 
serving  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  6th  Penn- 
sylvania Heavy  Artillery,  the  last  year  of  the 
conflict.  He  enlisted  Sept.  3,  1864,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  June  13,  1865.  His  re- 
ligious association  was  with  the  Church  of 
God  at  Barkeyville. 

On  Nov.  25,  1852,  Mr.  Martin  married 
Catherine  Phipps,  who  was  bom  Dec.  9,  1833, 
daughter  of  John  Phipps,  and  a  ^cousin  of 
Cyrus  D.  Phipps,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Of  the  twelve  children  bom  to  this 
union  eleven  are  yet  living,  viz.:  Mary  Ann, 
Mrs.  Albert  Surrena;  Barbara,  Mrs.  John 
Beach;  James,  who  lives  in  Benton  county, 
Mo. ;  John ;  Richard,  of  Grove  City,  Pa. ;  Jack- 
son, a  resident  of  Benton  county.  Mo. ; 
Thomas,  unmarried,  living  near  the  old  home ; 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Emery,  of  Canton,  Ohio ; 
Willie,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mina  (twin  of 
Willie),  Mrs.  Thomas  McConnetl,  of  Grove 
City;  David,  who  is  practicing  medicine  in 
Boston,  Mass.;  and  Maud,  Mrs,  Frank 
Shawgo,  of  Grove  City. 

John  Martin,  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine 
(Phipps)  Martitt.  was  bom  Aug.  25,  ^859,  on 
the  farm  in  Irwin  township  where  he  now 
makes  his  home,  and  grew  up  there,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  public  schools. of  the  lo- 
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cality.  Naturally  he  has  been  familiar  with 
agricultural  work  from  boyhood,  and  during 
his  young  manhood  he  also  engaged  in  me- 
chanical work,  being  employed  at  rig  building 
in  the  Bradford  oil  field  for  two  years.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
1883,  he  settled  on  a  farm  at  Barkeyville  three 
miles  from  his  father's  homestead,  remaining 
there  until  about  1902,  when  he  traded  it  for 
the  home  place  and  returned  to  his  early  home, 
his  parents  changing  their  residence  at  the 
same  time.  Here  as  in  his  former  location  he 
has  followed  general  farming  very  success- 
fully, devoting  all  his  attention  to  his  own 
affairs,  which  are  prospering  very  satisfac- 
torily. The  farm  lies  two  miles  south  of  Me- 
chanics ville  (Wesley  post  office)  and  with  two 
generations  of  intelligent  care  has  become  a 
very  valuable  property.  Like  his  father,  Mr. 
Martin  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  sup- 
ports the  Church  of  God. 

On  Sept.  I,  1883,  Mr.  Martin  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Elizabeth  Coast,  who  was  then 
eighteen  years  old,  daughter  of  Carlile  and 
Gertrude  (Hoffman)  Coast,  of  Nectarine, 
Irwin  township.  They  have  had  a  large 
family,  namely :  Lillie  Catherine,  now  the  wife 
of  Jack  Phipps,  of  Butler  county ;  Sylvia,  who 
died  when  eighteen  years  old ;  Gertrude,  Mrs. 
Carl  Surrena,  of  Irwin  township;  Grace,  Mrs. 
Leo  Adams,  of  Irwin  township;  Lonia  May, 
Mrs.  Elmer  McFadden,  of  Barkeyville ;  Hazel, 
Mrs.  William  Durham,  of  Pittsburgh;  Wilda, 
Mrs.  Foster  Hoffman,  of  Irwin  township; 
Myrtle,  living  at  home ;  Pearl,  Carlile,  Wilbur, 
and  Frank,  all  at  home. 

ORY  L.  REW,  of  Franklin,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  offices  of  the  Galena-Signal  Oil 
Company  ever  since  he  came  to  reside  in  that 
city.  He  has  lived  in  Venango  county  for 
almost  forty  years  and  during  that  time  has 
made  many  friends  here  in  his  various  busi- 
ness and  social  relations,  which  have  repre- 
sented enjoyable  activities  as  well  as  responsi- 
bilities and  useful  service  among  his  fellow 
men  in  several  capacities. 

Mr.  Rew  is  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
bom  Jan.  26,  1840,  at  Friendship,  Allegany 
county,  son  of  Orris  Rew  and  grandson  of 
Joseph  Rew.  The  grandfather  spent  most  of 
his  fife  in  New  York,  was  a  hotetkeeper  by 
occupation,  and  died  at  the  town  of  Friend- 
ship. Orris  Rew  was  born  in  Canada  and 
reared  in  New  York,  and  during  his  active 
years  followed  farming  in  Allegany  county, 
eventually  selling  his  property  and  moving  out 
to  Iowa,  where  he  died  at  the  home  of  one  of 


his  sons  when  eighty-three  years  old.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  his  marriage 
with  Eunice  Corbin :  Warren  L.,  Melville  W., 
Madison,  Ory  L.,  Newton  C.  and  Milton  D. 
(twins),  Carlton  H.  and  Walter  L. 

Ory  L.  Rew  remained  at  his  birthplace  up 
to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  received  an 
excellent  education.  In  the  fall  of  1859  ^^ 
went  west  to  Illinois,  where  he  taught  school, 
and  being  there  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  33d  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry.  Later,  when  promoted,  he  was 
transferred  to  Company  G  of  that  regiment 
as  first  lieutenant,  with  which  rank  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  saw  plenty  of 
active  service,  principally  in  the  South  and 
West,  being  stationed  on  the  Cash  river  in 
Arkansas  and  on  duty  in  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign, after  which  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf  and  sent  to  New 
Orleans.  He  also  served  in  Texas,  Louisiana 
and  Alabama,  having  sufficient  variety  in  his 
army  life  to  make  it  very  interesting,  and  he 
has  many  delightful  reminiscences  of  those 
days  along  with  the  recollection  of  their  serious 
experiences. 

When  the  war  ended  Mr.  Rew  returned  to 
Illinois  and  resumed  teaching,  following  that 
profession  in  the  winter  seasons  and  carpenter 
work  in  the  summer  time  for  a  few  years. 
In  1868  he  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1875,  in  which  year  he 
went  back  to  his  native  town  in  New  York 
State,  and  for  a  time  was  in  the  foundry  busi- 
ness there.  In  1878  he  came  to  Venango 
county.  Pa.,  locating  on  Bully  Hill,  but  after 
three  years'  residence  there  returned  onc^ 
more  to  New  York  and  during  the  next  year 
followed  the  milling  business.  When  he  came 
back  to  Venango  county  in  1882  he  took  the 
responsible  position  of  superintendent  on  the 
Miller  &  Sibley  farm  on  Bully  Hill,  and  had 
charge  of  that  property  for  the  next  twenty 
years.  In  1902  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Franklin,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home 
at  No.  513  Elk  street,  and  the  same  year  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Galena-Signal  Oil 
Company  in  an  office  position.  He  and  his 
familv  are  prominent  workers  in  the  Metho- 
'  dist  Church,  which  he  serves  as  steward,  and 
he  is  also  an  officer  in  Maj.  W.  B.  Mays  Post, 
No.  220,  G.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Rew's  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Inez  M.  Babcock,  was  a  daughter  of 
Simon  Babcock,  of  Friendship,  Allegany  Co., 
N.  Y.  She  died  in  December,  1878,  the  mother 
of  three  children,  namely:  Etta  E.,  who  lives 
at  home ;  Cecilia  A.,  who  died  in  infancy ;  and 
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Ida  L.,  the  wife,  of  Hon.  J.  C.  Sibley,  of 
Franklin.  Three  children  were  also  bom  to 
his  second  marriage,  with  Mina  A.  Brown, 
viz.:  Galena  A.,  who  lives  at  home;  Ora  L., 
who  studied  music  in  New  York  City  and  is 
now  engaged  in  teaching  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music;  and  Mary  E.,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Rew  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  G.  and  Mary 
(Pierce)  Bi*own,  of  New  York  State. 

BARTON  A.  MYERS,  of  Rouseville,  Ve- 
nango county,  a  young  man  of  large  experi- 
ence in  the  production  of  oil,  now  engaged 
as  superintendent  with  the  Morck  Oil  Com- 
pany, has  led  a  busy  life  characterized  by  self- 
rejiance  and  enterprise  throughout.  Born  at 
Rouseville  Feb.  4,  1885,  he  is  the  only  son  of 
the  late  C.  A.  Myers,  who  settled  in  that 
borough  in  1872. 

C.  A.  Myers  was  bom  Nov.  29,  1838,  at 
Tylersburg,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  seventh  son  of 
Conrad  and  Susan  Myers,  and  died  July  4, 
1892,  at  Rouseville.  He  served  throughout 
the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Conlpany  A, 
103d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  was  cap- 
tured, being  confined  in  Andersonville  prison 
for  ten  months.  Coming  in  1872  to  Rouse- 
ville, he  started  in  the  grocery  business,  in 
which  he  had  a  prosperous  career  until  his 
retirement  in  1887,  on  account  of  failing 
health.  He  also  had  a  store  at  Garfield,  Mc- 
Kean  Co.,  Pa.,  during  the  oil  excitement  in 
1 88 1  and  1882,  and  had  interests  in  the  oil 
business  on  different  occasions,  meeting  with 
indifferent  success  in  that  line.  Mr.  Myers 
married  Mary  Ezetta  Armstrong,  who  was 
bom  Aug.  27,  1856,  in  Hay  field  township, 
Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  eldest  child  of  Alfred  B. 
and  Abigail  Armstrong,  her  parents  settling 
at  Rouseville  in  the  early  seventies.  Besides 
the  son,  Barton  A.,  four  daughters  were  bom 
to  this  marriage,  namely:  Letitia  A.,  now  the 
wife  of  George  S.  Wheatley,  of  Coatesville, 
Pa. :  Mary  E..  wife  of  Dr.  R.  D.  Rumbaugh, 
of  Eldorado,  Kans. ;  Florence  F.,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Compton,  of  Rouseville,  Pa. :  and  Miss  Susan 
V.  Myers,  of  Rouseville.  The  mother  is  still 
living  there  also. 

Barton  A.  Myers  was  reared  at  Rouseville 
and  attended  school  there  until  sixteen  years 
old,  but  meantime  he  began  to  eam  his  own 
living,  when  but  nine  years  old  having  the 
agency  in  his  home  town  for  the  Oil  City 
Derrick  and  Oil  City  Blizzard,  Later  he 
worked  around  on  oil  4eases,  and  at  refineries 
and  barrel  works,  doing  whatever  offered  the 
best  financial  returns,  until,  during  the  summer 
of  1903,  while  engaged  on  an  oil  lease  for  J. 


E.  Robinson  at  McClintockville,  this  county, 
he  was  oflFered  a  position  in  Mr.  Robinson's 
office  in  the  service  of  the  National  Transit 
Company.  He  accepted,  continuing  to  work 
under  Mr.  Robinson  until  the  latter's  retire- 
ment and  remaining  with  the  National  Transit 
Company  until  September,  1917,  when  he 
availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  to  enter  the 
employ  of  the  Morck  Oil  Company,  as  super- 
intendent of  their  oil  and  gas  wells,  in  Venango 
and  Warren  counties,  Pa.  Mr.  Myers  is  well 
qualified  for  such  responsibilities,  his  sub- 
stantial acquirements  in  this  line  having  been 
gained  through  as  great  a  variety  of  experi- 
ence as  any  young  man  oiF  his  age  in  the 
country  has  had  in  the  line  of  oil  production. 
He  has  operated  in  oil  on  his  own  accoimt 
with  good  success,  and  is  entirely  trustworthy 
in  any  capacity. 

On  Oct.  12,  1905,  Mr.  Myers  was  married 
at  Kathryn  Lamont  Davidson,  daughter  of 
William  D.  and  Carolyn  Lamont,  of  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania.     Their  home  is  in  Rouseville. 

FRANK  McWILLIAMS,  storekeeper  at 
the  Eclipse  Lubricating  Oil  Works,  the  Frank- 
lin plant  of  the  Atlantic  Refining  Company, 
has  been  engaged  there  from  youth,  being  one 
of  the  oldest  employes  of  the  company.  His 
long  association  with  one  concern  indicates 
clearly  his  tmstworthiness  and  reliable  na- 
ture, which  have  gained  him  many  friends 
among  his  associates,  and  he  is  a  respected 
member  of  an  old  family  of  this  county, 
founded  here  by  his  grandfather,  John  D.  Mc- 
Williams. 

John  D.  McWilliams  came  to  this  region 
from  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  and  made  a  settle- 
ment in  Cranberry  township,  buying  a  farm 
now  owned  by  a  Mr.  Dale.  When  he  sold  this 
place  he  removed  to  Scmbgrass  township  and 
bought  another  farm  property,  upon  which  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  is  buried 
in  an  old  cemetery  in  Cranberry  township. 
His  wife  was  also  from  Somerset  county,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows:  Annetta;  two 
daughters  who  died  in  infancy;  Martha,  who 
died  when  fifteen  years  old;  James,  who  died 
in  young  manhood;  and  John  D. 

John  D.  McWilliams,  son  of  John  D.,  above, 
was  bom  in  Cranberry  township,  and  died  at 
Franklin  when  over  sixty  years  old.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Cranberry  township  until 
his  removal  to  Franklin,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  teaming  until  his  death.  He  married  Martha 
Jane  Campbell,  daughter  of  William  and  Cath- 
erine (Reynolds)  Campbell,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Rockland  township,  this  county,  and  a 
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carpenter  and  lumberman  by  occupation;  he 
had  a  lumber  yard  at  Fi^nklin.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  D.  McWilliams  had  three  children :  William, 
who  died  in  his  nineteenth  year;  Frank;  and 
Ida,  wife  of  George  W.  Mayers,  of  Franklin. 

Frank  McWilliams  was  bom  at  Franklin, 
Pa.,  in  1862,  and  there  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  He  was  first  employed 
as  clerk  in  a  lumber  yard,  remaining  at  that 
work  a  few  years,  until  in  1881  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Atlantic  Refining  Company 
(a  branch  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company), 
whose  plant  at  Franklin  is  now  known  as  the 
Eclipse  Works.  His  first  duties  were  as  er- 
rand boy  for  the  carpenter  gang,  following 
which  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  lumber  yard, 
of  which  department  he  soon  became  foreman, 
being  retained  there  for  eight  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  he  was  transferred  to  his 
present  post,  as  storekeeper.  In  the  course  of 
his  thirty-six  years'  connection  with  these 
works  Mr.  McWilliams  has  witnessed  vast 
improvements  in  the  business  of  producing, 
refining  and  handling  oil  and  its  by-products, 
as  well  as  the  changes  in  the  region  which  the 
development  of  the  business  has  brought  about. 

Mr.  McWilliams  married  Sarah  Miller, 
daughter  of  William  J.  Miller,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  formerly  of  Rockland  township,  Venan- 
go county.  Pa.,  who  died  in  his  eighty-fourth 
year.  They  have  had  the  following  family: 
Ethel,  William  (who  died  when  eighteen 
months  old),  Laura,  Irene,  Marie,  Qarence, 
Edith  Jane  and  Ralph.  Their  home  is  in  Cran- 
berry township,  near  Franklin. 

JAMES  P.  RUSSELL,  of  Oil  City,  has  been 
engaged  in  the  oil  fields  for  over  thirty  years, 
originally  as  a  contractor,  and  now  as  a  pro- 
ducer has  valuable  holdings  in  Complanter, 
Rockland  and  Cranberry  townships,  Venango 
county.  He  has  shown  trained  judgment  in 
his  choice  of  oil  properties,  and  equally  good 
ability  in  their  management,  getting  excellent 
returns  from  his  various  interests.  Personally 
he  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  substantial 
qualities,  holding  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 

Mr.  Russell  is  a  native  of  Canada,  bom  June 
17,  1865,  son  of  William  Russell  who  came  out 
to  Canada  in  young  manhood  from  Scotland, 
the  land  of  his  birth,  and  followed  farming  in 
the  Dominion  until  his  removal  to  the  United 
States  in  1864.  He  made  a  permanent  home 
in  Complanter  township.  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
buying  a  farm  of  seventy  acres  two  miles  above 
Plumer.  which  he  continued  to  cultivate 
throughout  his  active  years.     He  died  on  his 


farm  in  1904,  and  was  buried  at  Plumer,  with 
his  wife,  Rachel  (Plews),  who  had  passed 
away  in  1895.  She  was  a  native  of  Canada. 
Of  their  five  children,  Elizabeth  is  deceased; 
Alice  and  Innis  live  at  Plumer;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  John  L.  Robinson,  and  lives  at  Rouse- 
ville,  Pa. ;  James  P.  completes  the  family. 

James  P.  Russell  was  three  months  old  when 
brought  to  Complanter  township,  where  he 
grew  up,  receiving  his  education  in  the  local 
schools.  He  helped  his  father  with  the  farm 
work  until  twenty  years  old,  when  he  turned  to 
contracting  in  the  oil  fields  as  a  rig  builder, 
later  engaging  in  drilling,  which  he  followed 
twenty  years.  He  has  since  tumed  his  ener- 
gies and  attention  to  the  production  of  oil, 
having  interests  in  Complanter  township,  in 
Rockland  township  in  partnership  with  S.  N. 
Moyar,  and  also  in  Cranberry  township.  Op- 
erations are  conducted  under  his  personal  di- 
rection, and  intelligently  and  systematically 
prosecuted.  Mr.  Russell  is  also  president  of 
the  Jane  Oil  Company,  operating  in  Oklahoma, 
and  with  offices  at  Oil  City,  Pa. ;  and  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Bowers  Torpedo  Company 
of  Oil  City.  He  lived  at  Plumer  until  his  re- 
moval three  years  ago  to  Oil  City,  where  his 
home  is  at  No.  11  Hone  avenue.  Fratemally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masons,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Lodge  No.  483.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Rouseville ;  Oil  City  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  and 
Talbot  Commandery,  K.  T. 

Mr.  Russell  married  Ada  Misener,  daughter 
of  W.  J.  and  Martha  (O'Brien)  Misener.  and 
they  have  two  children,  Gordon  and  Helen. 

ALVIN  WATTERSON  presents  in  his  life 
an  example  of  faithful  service  in  one  line  which 
fully  justifies  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  in- 
tegrity and  efficiency,  both  of  which  have  been 
proved  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  the 
trusted  custodian  of  the  F.  W.  Mitchell  estate 
for  almost  half  a  century.  His  early  experi- 
ences reach  back  into  a  most  interesting  period 
in  the  history  of  the  Alleeheny  valley,  where 
his  life  has  been  passed.  He  was  bom  on  the 
banks  of  the  Allee^heny  river  in  Oarion  county. 
Pa..  Nov.  T3,  184.1;.  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red 
Bank  creek,  son  of  the  well  known  Captain 
Watterson,  who  also  spent  his  life  in  this  val- 
lev.  His  erandfather  came  here  when  the  re- 
^on  had  few  other  inhabitants  than  the  Indi- 
ans, nnd  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the 
Allephenv.  fitly  called  the  "Rhine  of  the  West," 
aopealed  so  strongly  to  his  appreciative  eye 
+hat  he  set  his  home  stakes  upon  its  banks. 
His  son  Captain  Watterson  spent  practically 
all  his  life  in  river  industries.    He  was  an  ex- 
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pert  keelboatman,  making  spring  and  fall  trips 
as  far  up  as  Warren,  transporting  merchandise 
up  the  river,  and  coming  down  loaded  with 
farm  products,  his  cargoes  sometimes  consist- 
ing largely  of  wool.  Later  he  had  his  son 
associated  with  him,  and  he  moved  to  Oil  City 
in  1862,  dying  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years. 

As  a  lad  Alvin  Watterson  worked  with  his 
father  on  the  river,  whose  every  whim,  with  its 
numerous  rapids  and  shallows,  he  came  to 
know  thoroughly,  becoming  an  expert  pilot  at 
an  early  age,  as  far  down  as  Pittsburgh  and 
even  below.  Before  he  reached  his  majority 
he  had  acquired  the  title  of  captain,  being 
probably  the  youngest  professional  pilot  on  the 
Allegheny.  On  the  fall  trip  in  1858,  at  Mor- 
an's  Landing  at  the  mouth  of  Oil  creek,  he 
took  aboard  several  kegs  of  oil  to  be  shipped 
to  Pittsburgh.  It  had  been  obtained  by  dip- 
ping with  blankets,  up  Oil  creek,  and  was 
in  its  crude  state,  but  even  then  the  natural 
oil  was  considered  a  wonderful  medicine  and 
cureall  and  was  being  marketed  for  that  pur- 
pose. This  was  the  initial  movement  of  a  traf- 
fic which  now  encircles  the  globe,  Mr.  Watter- 
son*s  experience  in  the  oil  business  in  this  re- 
gion covering  its  entire  history  of  sixty  years. 
As  oil  was  produced  in  greater  quantities  the 
next  year,  a  regular  traffic  in  that  line  was  in- 
stituted on  Oil  creek,  many  men  engaging  in  its 
transportation  as  production  increased,  using 
hundreds  of  small  boats  for  local  shipments. 
At  first  it  was  barreled  and  brought  to  the 
mouth  of  the  creek  in  the  small  craft,  there  to 
be  reloaded  onto  the  larger  river  craft.  Soon 
tanks  came  into  use,  and  oil  shipping  became 
an  important  river  industry  until  1868,  when 
the  Valley  railroad  was  built  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  waterway  declined.  To  secure 
sufficient  water  dams  were  made  across  small 
streams,  and  when  loads  had  been  secured 
along  the  creek  banks  these  dams  would  be  cut 
at  a  prearranged  signal,  every  boatman  mak- 
ing it  his  business  to  seize  the  opportunity  to 
reach  the  river  as  the  water  rushed  down. 
Oftentimes  disaster  would  overtake  them, 
boats  becoming  jammed  in  the  creek  and  piling 
on  too  of  each  other  with  damaging  results. 
Mr.  Watterson  and  his  father  owned  and  op- 
erated twelve  or  fifteen  of  the  small  boats, 
besides  those  that  continued  down  the  river, 
and  found  the  trade  profitable  as  well  as  ex- 
citing until  its  death-knell  was  sounded  by  the 
first  locomotive  whistle  that  ever  was  heard 
among  the   hills   of  the   Allegheny  valley. 

In   i860  Alvin  Watterson  entered  the  em- 
ploy  of   F.   W.    Mitchell,   of   Franklin,   then 


engaged  in  the  production  of  oil,  as  a  pump- 
er on  the  farm  where  he  yet  resides,  at  Oil 
City.  The  property  then  included  280  acres, 
the  tract  extending  quite  a  distance  along  the 
river  on  the  south  side,  but  some  eighty  acres 
of  it  have  been  sold  as  an  addition  to  the 
city,  the  only  river  frontage  now  remaining 
being  near  the  Reno  bridge.  Oil  was  pro- 
duced on  this  tract  as  early  as  i860,  the  origin- 
al well,  work  on  which  was  started  in  1859,  still 
producing — an  historic  landmark  of  the  local 
oil  industry.  The  Buchanan  Oil  Company  was 
the  first  to  sink  wells  on  this  property,  which 
was  soon  afterward  acquired  by  Mr.  MitcheU, 
who  also  operated  extensively  in  other  terri- 
tory. Of  the  seventy-three  wells  now  yield- 
ing there  some  have  been  producing  revenue 
for  forty-five  years  and  more,  and  though  no 
remarkable  wells  have  ever  been  found  on  the 
farm  there  have  been  some  that  came  in  at  a 
pressure  of  forty  barrels  daily,  while  the  field 
has  maintained  a  high  average,  being  the  source 
of  a  steady  and  substantial  income.  Mr.  Wat- 
terson has  been  engaged  there  without  inter- 
ruption since  1869,  and  nearly  all  of  the  devel- 
opment has  been  carried  on  under  his  personal 
supervision,  three  men  being  usually  employed 
assisting  him  with  the  various  operations.  Mr. 
Mitchell  died  in  191 2  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years  (further  mention  is  made  of  him 
elsewhere  in  this  work),  since  when  Mr. 
Watterson  has  had  charge  of  the  property  for 
his  two  daughters,  to  whom  he  renders  the 
same  conscientious  service  as  he  did  to  their 
father.  Though  past  seventy  years  of  age 
he  continues  active  as  ever,  and  he  may  well 
review  with  pride  a  career  marked  with  per- 
sistent uprightness  of  conduct,  with  the  satis- 
faction of  a  sense  of  duty  well  and  worthily 
done. 

Mr.  Watterson  has  been  properly  mindful 
of  his  responsibilities  as  a  citizen  and  inter- 
est in  the  general  welfare,  and  he  has  served 
his  fellow  citizens  capably  in  local  offices,  hav- 
ing been  tax  collector  for  twelve  years  and 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  twenty 
years,  before  the  district  where  he  resides 
was  incorporated  into  Oil  City.  His  home  site 
is  now  No.  1 1 27  West  First  street. 

STEPHEN  BARRETT  has  been  a  resident 
of  Franklin  for  a  half  century,  and  though  one 
of  its  older  citizens  is  still  actively  occupied. 
Most  of  his  years  have  been  spent  in  railroad 
work,  from  which  he  withdrew  to  form  his 
present  connection,  wnth  the  Galena-Signal 
Oil  Company,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
there  sustaining  the  high  reputation  which  he 
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has  long  held  for  conscientious  performance 
of  every  responsibility.  Mr.  Barrett  has 
proved  himself  a  man  of  sterling  character, 
well  deserving  of  the  respect  of.  his  fellow 
men.  It  has  always  been  his  endeavor  to 
merit  their  good  opinion. 

Mr.  Barrett  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born 
Nov.  22,  1842,  and  lived  in  that  country  until 
about  the  time  he  reached  his  majority. 
Though  his  parents  died  in  Ireland  while  he 
was  young,  he  had  average  educational  oppor- 
tunities and  attended  school  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. In  November,  1863,  he  landed  at  New 
York  City,  but  did  not  remain  there,  contin- 
uing his  journey  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
found  railroad  work  and  remained  for  a  short 
time.  During  the  next  few  months  he  did 
farm  work,  until  he  came  to  Pennsylvania, 
his  first  location  here  being  at  Jamestown, 
Mercer  county,  where  he  was  employed  at 
railroad  work  for  the  Oeveland,  Painesville 
&  Ashtabula  Railroad  Company,  for  a  year. 
Then  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad  Company  for  ten  months  at  Girard, 
Pa.,  after  which  he  went  to  Stoneboro,  Mer- 
cer county,  where  he  had  a  position  at  the 
depot.  On  June  26,  1867,  he  came  to  Frank- 
lin, which  has  since  been  his  home.  Here  he 
became  baggagemaster  for  the  Lake  Shore 
road,  beginning  a  period  of  faithful  service 
which  extended  over  forty-five  years,  until 
November,  1912,  a  record  of  steady  industry 
which  gained  him  the  highest  respect  of  his 
numerous  acquaintances  in  and  around  Frank- 
lin. Since  that  time  he  has  had  charge  of 
the  shipping  and  loading  of  the  Galena-Signal 
oil  at  Franklin,  his  previous  experience  having 
fitted  him  for  capable  service  in  his  present 
position.  Mr.  Barrett  likes  to  remember  that 
in  the  line  of  his  duties  he  handled  the  loading 
of  the  first  oil  for  this  company  in  Franklin. 

Mr.  Barrett  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest 
in  the  public  affairs  of  Franklin  and  has  been 
properly  mindful  of  his  civic  duties.  His 
townsmen  showed  their  confidence  in  his  abil- 
ity and  integrity  by  electing  him  a  member 
of  the  city  council,  in  which  body  he  acquitted 
himself  honorably.  Indeed,  he  has  measured 
up  to  a  man's  responsibilities  in  every  relation 
of  life. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  married  to  Mary  Traynor, 
a  native  of  Canada,  and  of  the  eight  chil- 
dren bom  to  them  we  have  the  following 
record :  Anna,  who  is  a  member  of  a  religious 
order,  now  located  at  the  DuBois  (Pa.)  hos- 
pital; John,  deceased;  Thomas,  a  resident  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  James  S.,  a  sergeant  in 
Company    K,    3d    Regiment,    United    States 


army,  at  present  stationed  at  Manila;  Mary, 
wife  of  Henry  G.  France,  residing  at  Erie, 
Pa. ;  Agnes,  at  home ;  Joseph,  a  plumber,  who 
is  engaged  in  business  for  himself  at  Frank- 
lin, Pa. ;  and  Charles  Leo,  now  with  the  United 
States  Aviation  Corps  in  France.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett was  reared  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
and  has  brought  up  his  family  in  the  same 
church.  They  attend  St.  Patrick's  in  Frank- 
lin. 

JEREMIAH  HEFFERNAN  retired  a  few 
years  ago  after  a  long  and  honorable  connec- 
tion with  the  oil  business,  with  which  he  was 
associated  for  over  forty  years  as  a  skilled 
mechanic,  in  which  capacity  he  was  known  at 
the  many  points  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  where  his  duties  called  him.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  since  1865, 
and  holds  a  respected  place  in  the  conmiunity 
as  one  of  the  reliable,  intelligent  citizens  who 
have  helped  to  make  it  a  progressive  modem 
city  by  their  cooperation  in  movements  of  im- 
portance to  the  public  welfare  and  by  their 
exemplary  private  lives. 

Mr.  Heffeman  was  bom  Dec.  9,  1837,  in  Ire- 
land, and  was  but  three  years  old  when  brought 
to  this  country.  His  early  life  was  spent  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  received  a  public 
school  education  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  boilermakcr's  trade,  which  business  he 
follow^ed  until  1872.  During  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Heffeman  became  master  mechanic  in 
the  boiler  works  of  the  navy  yard  located  at 
Port  Royal,  remaining  in  the  government  em- 
ploy for  a  period  of  two  and  a  half  years,  all 
the  time  acquiring  experience  which  was  a 
good  foundation  for  his  subsequent  success  in 
the  handling  of  oil  machinery  of  various  kinds. 
When  he  gave  up  govemment  work,  in  1865,  he 
came  to  Oil  City,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  for 
several  years  afterward  conducted  a  boiler 
works  of  his  own  here,  carrying  it  on  until 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  in  1886.  He  was  one  of  its  trusted 
mechanical  experts  for  the  next  twenty-eight 
years,  having  charge  of  that  part  of  its  opera- 
tions, and  in  that  capacity  traveled  all  over 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  making  many 
personal  friends  among  the  men  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  in  the  course  of  his  business 
life.  He  retired  from  this  position  five  years 
ago.  Before  entering  the  employ  of  the  Stand- 
ard Oil  Company  Mr.  Heffeman  was  active 
in  the  oil  fields  of  his  own  behalf,  having  be- 
come interested  in  the  production  of  oil  among 
the  early  operators  m  this  section,  and  he 
drilled  the  first  well  sunk  in  the  Bredinsburg 
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district  in  Cranberry  township,  Venango 
county,  operating  it  for  some  time.  He  stilt 
has  oil  investments  in  this  region,  having  some 
producing  property  in  the  upper  end  of  Ve- 
nango county.  There  are  few  men  in  the  busi- 
ness more  widely  known,  the  nature  of  his 
work  having  brought  him  into  association  with 
operators  in  so  many  different  localities. 

While  in  New  York  City  Mr.  Heffernan 
served  two  years  as  councilman  from  the  old 
Eleventh  ward,  was  a  volunteer  fireman  in  the 
Forest  Engine  Company  No.  3,  for  eight  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  assistant  foreman 
three  years,  and  foreman  four  years. 

Mr.  Heffernan  was  married  in  New  York 
City  to  Brip^etta  Ward,  and  they  have  had  a 
family  of  six  children,  namely :  William  M. ; 
John  W. ;  Jeremiah,  who  died  in  India ;  Eliza- 
beth, who  is  one  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Training  School  for  Teachers;  Mary, 
living  at  home;  and  James  M.  The  family 
reside  at  No.  14  East  Bissell  avenue.  Oil  City. 

THOMAS  ANDERTON  (deceased)  left  a 
name  which  will  have  a  permanent  place  in  the 
history  of  Oil  City  because  of  the  part  he  bore 
in  its  advancement  as  an  industrial  center 
through  fifty  years  of  honorable  activity.  Dur- 
ing practically  all  of  that  time  his  chief  con- 
cern was  the  petroleum  business,  but  his  in- 
terests widened  to  include  other  important 
connections,  and  he  acquired  considerable  val- 
uable property  in  the  city  besides  that  needed 
for  his  own  operations.  The  Continental  Re- 
finery, whose  upbuilding  is  the  achievement  by 
which  he  will  be  best  remembered,  was  his 
leading  enterprise  for  almost  thirty  years,  and 
its  development  always  took  foremost  place  in 
his  attention.  His  association  with  the  promo- 
tion of  local  industrial  undertakings  of  various 
kinds  constituted  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
work. 

Mr.  Anderton  was  a  native  of  England,  born 
April  16,  1840,  at  Chorley,  in  Lancashire,  son 
of  Joseph  A.  and  Mary  (Calderbank)  Ander- 
ton. His  father  was  engaged  as  a  chemist.  As 
a  boy  he  attended  the  common  schools  in  his 
home  county  until  fifteen  years  old,  after 
which  for  a  year  he  taught  National  school  for 
the  government  as  a  pupil  teacher,  meantime 
continuing  to- receive  tuition  from  the  professor. 
On  leaving  school  he  was  put  to  work  in  a  cot- 
ton factory  to  learn  cloth  weaving,  being  so 
occupied  until  he  came  to  America  in  July, 
1862.  making  the  voyage  in  the  famous  "Great 
Eastern,"  on  her  first  trip.  At  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
he  joined  a  brother  who  had  preceded  him  to 
this  country  and  was  engaged  in  the  coopering 


business,  and  he  learned  the  trade  with  his 
brother,  continuing  at  it  for  three  years.  Then, 
in  March,  1866,  he  came  to  Oil  City,  Venango 
county,  and  first  found  employment  with 
David  Kirk,  trimming  barrels,  at  McCray 
Landing,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Oil  City. 
Within  a  short  time  he  was  obliged  to  give 
up  this  work  on  account  of  illness,  and  when 
well  again  he  returned  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  another  year.  But  he 
thought  better  of  the  prospects  in  Venango 
county  and  came  back  to  Oil  City,  later  locating 
at  Petroleum  Center,  where  he  was  employed 
for  a  year  in  the  American  Oil  Works  as  gen- 
eral man,  handling  the  barrels,  trimming,  etc. 
After  a  six  months'  visit  in  England  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  again  and  spent  a  short  time  in 
Canada,  in  1869  locating  once  more  in  Venango 
county,  Pa.,  in  the  employ  of  A.  R.  Williams 
at  Miller  Farm  for  two  years.  During  the 
next  few  years  he  was  engaged  by  John  John- 
son at  piece  work,  which  he  continued  until 
he  went  to  Titus ville  in  1876,  to  take  up  a  con- 
tract for  Mr.  Johnson  repairing  barrels  by  the 
piece.  This  gave  him  profitable  occupation  for 
a  year.  In  1880  Mr.  Anderton  came  to  Oil 
City  and  started  contracting  for  B.  F.  Brun- 
dred,  handling  barrels.  When  the  Independent 
Refinery  was  built  in  1881  he  was  engaged  to 
fix  barrels  and  took  care  of  similar  work  at  that 
plant,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  year,  until 
he  became  interested  in  the  grocery  business 
at  Oil  City  and  followed  it  successfully  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  started  refining  in  July,  1^5, 
on  the  Cornplanter  Farm,  his  works  being 
known  as  the  Continental  Refinery,  Limited, 
and  had  a  partner  in  the  enterprise  for  about 
one  year,  when  he  purchased  the  entire  interest, 
organizing  the  Continental  Refining  Company, 
of  which  he  was  treasurer  until  his  death.  Mr. 
Anderton  had  the  greatest  faith  in  lo<ial  busi- 
ness opportunities,  as  indicated  by  his  invest- 
ments, which  included  stock  in  the  Oil  City 
Trust  Company  of  Oil  City,  the  Pure  Oil  Pro- 
ducing Company,  natural  gas  interests,  the 
United  States  Pipe  Line  Company,  as  well  as 
oil  properties  in  Venango  county  and  extensive 
holdings  of  real  estate  in  Oil  City  business 
blocks.  He  did  not  take  any  direct  part  in 
public  matters,  but  gave  his  encouragement 
and  support  to  worthy  enterprises  of  all  kinds 
which  promised  to  benefit  the  community,  and 
in  the  conduct  of  his  private  affairs  showed 
that  unselfish  consideration  for  the  rights  of 
others  which  is  the  foundation  of  good  citizen- 
ship. He  belonged  to  St.  Joseph's  Catholic 
Church  and  was  a  member  of  the  choir,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  all  the  work  of  the  church  ; 
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he  was  affiliated  with  Oil  City  Council,  Knights 
of  Columbus.     His  death  occurred  Aug.  21, 

191 5. 

On  July  27,  1882,  Mr.  Anderton  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Huster)  Stubler,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Mitz)  Huster,  the 
father  bom  in  1803.  Mrs.  Anderton  was  bom 
July  3,  1849,  ^t  Albig,  Hessen  Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, and  was  reared  in  her  native  land,  she 
and  a  sister  and  brother  coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1867  and  joining  their  brother  at 
Erie,  Pa.,  he  having  arrived  some  two  years 
previously.  The  parents  followed  with  the 
rest  of  their  family  of  seven  children  in  1872 
and  settled  at  Erie,  where  Mrs.  Huster  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-nine  years.  Meantime,  in 
1870,  they  had  their  taste  of  the  evils  of 
militarism,  a  younger  son  having  been  forced 
to  leave  his  work  in  the  field  to  march  with  the 
army  into  France.  The  family  in  fact  came 
to  this  country  to  escape  the  conditions  which 
made  such  things  possible,  and  to  better  them- 
selves from  a  worldly  standpoint,  and  their 
prosperity  in  freer  circumstances  shows  how 
fully  they  appreciated  and  deserved  the  oppor- 
tunities which  they  sought  and  found.  In 
1870  Mary  Elizabeth  Huster  was  married  at 
Erie  to  John  Stubler,  a  baker  of  that  place, 
and  after  his  death  in  1877  she  sold  their  in- 
terests there  and  removed  to  Oil  City,  Pa., 
opening  a  boarding  house  and  carrying  on  a 
store,  with  a  stock  of  groceries  and  notions 
which  she  increased  as  trade  warranted.  The 
enterprise  throve  and  she  built  a  new  store  next 
to  the  "Imperial  Hotel"  in  Seneca  street,  con- 
ducting it  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Anderton, 
when  she  sold  a  half  interest  in  the;  business, 
and  removed  to  Cottage  Hill.  However,  she 
took  back  the  property  the  next  year  and  rented 
it  until  1893,  when  she  placed  her  son  John 
Stubler  in  the  store  as  manager.  Mrs.  Ander- 
ton has  been  justly  noted  for  her  energy  and 
keen  judgment  in  business  transactions.  Reared 
on  a  farm,  she  has  always  been  fortunate  in 
the  possession  of  bodily  vigor  as  well  as  mental 
capacity,  her  father  having  often  remarked 
that  she  was  "the  best  boy  he  had."  Her  fore- 
sight and  discrimination  are  intuitive,  based  on 
sound  common  sense  and  experience  coupled 
with  the  vision  of  a  progressive  mind,  antici- 
pating changes  and  ready  to  meet  them.  She 
it  was  who  induced  Mr.  Anderton  to  engage 
in  oil  refining,  and  her  knowledge  of  human 
nature  and  careful  consideration  of  business 
conditions  often  kept  him  from  participating 
in  ventures  of  doubtful  value.  Her  family 
have  always  consulted  her  in  all  their  under- 
takings, and  to  this  day  her  sons,  like  their 

65 


father,  acknowledge  the  accuracy  of  her  views 
and  the  soundness  of  her  advice.  She  con- 
tinues to  retain  a  live  interest  in  the  business 
affairs  and  also  in  all  her  accustomed  activities, 
keeping  herself  well  informed  on  the  general 
progress  as  well  as  in  local  enterprises.  Like 
her  husband  and  family  she  is  a  member  of  St. 
Joseph's  Church  at  Oil  City.  Seven  children 
were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderton,  namely : 
Thomas  A.,  Mary  E.,  Joseph  W.,  Charles  E., 
Aloysius  Francis,  Agnes  Cecilia  and  Margaret 
Lx)uisa. 

Thomas  A.  Anderton,  now  treasurer  of  the 
Continental  Refining  Company,  was  bom  April 
28,  1883,  at  Oil  City,  where  he  received  his 
early  education  in  St.  Joseph's  parochial 
school.  Later  he  attended  St.  Canisius  College 
at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  when  ready  to  enter 
business  life  became  foreman  for  his  father, 
whom  he  also  served  as  private  secretary,  thus 
becoming  familiar  with  both  the  executive  and 
operating  branches  of  the  business,  so  that  he 
was  well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  treasurer 
upon  his  father's  death.  In  September,  1909, 
he  married  Elizabeth  J.  McClune,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  five  children,  Elizabeth  T., 
James  A.,  Charles,  Mary  E.  and  Jean  R. 

Aloysius  Francis  Anderton,  president  of 
the  Continental  Refining  Company,  was  born 
in  Oil  City  in  1889  and  attended  St.  Joseph's 
parochial  school  and  the  Oil  City  high  school, 
after  his  graduation  from  the  latter  studying 
in  Mllanova  College,  at  \^illanova.  Pa.  In 
1910  he  began  his  career  in  the  oil  business  as 
shipper  for  the  Continental  Oil  Company, 
Limited,  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  with  fifty 
branch  stations  scattered  over  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  under  his  charge. 
Later  he  became  foreman  of  the  plant  and  sales 
and  stock  manager  in  the  offices,  being  given 
greater  responsibilities  as  his  experience  war- 
ranted. After  some  service  as  assistant  gen- 
eral manager  he  became  treasurer  and  general 
manager.  Disposing  of  all  the  Canadian  sta- 
tions after  his  father's  death,  he  concentrated 
his  attention  upon  the  refining  business  in  the 
winter  of  1915,  and  has  since  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  that  line.  On  Sept.  28,  1916, 
Mr.  Anderton  married  Mary  Beatrice  Stubler. 


The  Continental  Refining  Company  of  Oil 
City  was  incorporated  as  such  in  1885,  with  a 
capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  in- 
vestment of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
which  the  plant  now  represents  is  the  out- 
growth of  its  own  earnings.  It  is  now  operated 
by  three  sons  of  the  founder,  A.  F.  Anderton 
being  president  of  the  company  as  at  present 
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constituted;  Thomas  A.  Anderton,  treasurer; 
and  Joseph  W.  Anderton,  secretary.  The  plant 
has  undergone  an  extensive  reconstruction 
process  during  the  last  three  years.  The  site 
is  a  tract  of  three  acres  on  the  Oil  creek  bot- 
toms, two  miles  north  of  Oil  City,  and  large 
sums  have  been  expended  recently  in  elevating 
the  grounds,  erecting  new  buildings,  increasing 
the  trackage  arid  installing  the  modem  equip- 
ment necessary  to  the  practice  of  up-to-date 
ideas  in  economical  operation.  The  results  of 
these  improvements  have  been  so  satisfactory 
that  the  plant  has  become  noted  for  first-class 
equipment,  making  possible  an  increase  of  pro- 
duction which  has  more  than  repaid  the  owners 
for  their  progressive  policy.  Tht  old  Dutch 
ovens  have  given  place  to  Palmer  forced  draft 
towel's,  with  a  saving  of  twenty  per  cent  in 
operation.  All  stills  and  boilers  are  fitted  with 
registering  thermometers- which  make  the  con- 
dition at  any  minute  of  the  day  available  for 
reference.  A  coal  handling^  apparatus  does  the 
labor  of  six  men!  Loading  racks  increasing  the 
car  loading  capacity  three  hundred  per  cent 
have  been  installed.  The  storage  capacity  has 
been  greatly  enlarged  by  the  construction  of 
fifteen  new  tanks,  and  the  newest  tanks  have 
concrete  tops,  )a  recent  innovation  in  refinery 
construction.  A  perfectly  equipped  laboratory 
permits  a  wide  range  of  experimentation  hith- 
erto impossible,  and  well  worth  while  in  view 
of  the  by-products  now  obtained  from  former 
wastage.  In  this  connection,  one  valuable 
saving  has  been  made  by  a  system  of  catching 
all  gas  evaporation,  turning  a  large  waste,  a 
total  loss,  into  a  service  of  profit.  Three  new 
stills  have  been  placed  in  the  wax  plant,  and  the 
rotary  kilns,  filtering  plant,  sweater  house  and 
bleaching  pans  are  all  planned  for  the  greatest 
economy  and  efficiency.  No  phase  of  the  oper- 
ation has  been  neglected  in  the  regenerating 
process,  but  especially  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  matter  of  protection  against  fire,  which 
with  the  much  increased  value  of  the  plant  has 
more  importance  than  ever.  The  water  supply 
may  be  obtained  from  three  sources,  namely: 
From  the  Oil  City  mains;  the  creek,  whose 
water  is  naturally  filtered  through  gravel  to  a 
deep  well  ten  feet  square ;  and  a  side  hill  reser- 
voir fed  from  a  run,  the  water  flowing  through 
gravity  pipes  to  a  junction  connecting  with  the 
other  two  supplies,  so  that  all  would  be  imme- 
diately available  in  case  of  necessity.  Every 
exigency  was  anticipated  in  the  planning  of 
this  system,  which  is  considered  ideal,  and  en- 
tirely consistent  with  the  plant  which  it  is  de- 
signed to  protect.  The  prevention  of  waste, 
expansion  of  by-product  range,  and  saving  of 


labor  and  expense  have  been  carried  to  such 
perfection  that  while  the  volume  of  annual 
earnings  now  amounts  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  company  owns  seventy 
tank  cars  for  the  transportation  of  the  output, 
the  operating  force  required  ranges  from  forty 
to  seventy-five  men.  The  r^^lar  payroll  ex- 
ceeds forty-five  hundred  dollars  a  month,  an 
important  item  in  the  general  business  situation 
at  Oil  City. 

JOSEPH  E.  WAGNER  has  been  engaged 
at  the  Franklin  plant  of  the  American  Steel 
Foundries  during  most  of  his  business  life, 
since  1913  holding  the  position  of  chief  clerk. 
He  has  proved  himself  well  qualified  for  its 
respohsibilities,  and  personally  he  has  substan- 
tial qualities  which  make  him  a  good  citizen 
and  ^  valued  friend  wherever  he  is  known. 
Mr.  Wagner  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Franklin,  where  he  was  bom  June  24,  1886, 
son  of  Franklin  Pierce  Wagner,  who  settled 
there  in  1878. 

Adam  Wagner,  the  grandfather  of  Joseph  E. 
Wagner,  was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  in 
which  country  he  lived  until  grown,  coming  to 
America  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He  had 
learned  the  trade  of  tailor,  and  he  followed  it 
for  a  number  of  years  at  Meadville,  Crawford 
Co.,  Pa.,  whence  he  eventually  removed  to 
Michigan.  He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  that  State,  engaged  at  his  trade  until  hi^ 
death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty-four 
years  old.  He  is  buried  in  Allegan  county, 
Mich.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Catherine  Werley,  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Crawford  county,  six  miles  from  Meadville, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Werley,  and  she  also  died  in 
Michigan,  where  she  is  buried.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Adam  Wagner  had  children  as  follows :  John 
Henry,  Franklin  Pierce,  Anna  Margaret  (Mrs. 
C.  S.  Gieger),  Ellen  Catherine  (Mrs.  William 
Atkins),  William  Jacob,  Edward  John,  George 
Elmer  and  Alfred  Byron. 

Franklin  Pierce  Wagner  was  bom  Aug.  6, 
1857,  in  Meadville,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  commoti  schools  and  learning  the  tailor's 
trade  under  his  father's  tuition.  In  1878  he 
came  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  where  he  has  followed 
that  calling  successfully  since.  His  place  of . 
business  is  in  the  Center  block  on  Liberty  street, 
and  he  has  a  well  established  patronage,  whose 
custom  he  has  retained  through  many  years  by 
skillful,  reliable  service.  As  a  business  man  of 
almost  forty  years*  standing  in  Franklin  he  has" 
the  unqualified  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  fraternities. 
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belonging  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks.  Mr. 
Wagner  married  Amelia  Krimmel,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Henrietta  (Schreiber)  Krim- 
mel, and  they  have  one  child,  Joseph  E. 

Joseph  E.  Wagner  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin,  attending  the 
high  school,  and  went  to  work  as  an  employe  in. 
the  office  of  the  Eclipse  Lubricating  Oil  Works 
of  that  city.  In  1905  he  entered  his  present  em- 
ploy as  test  boy  in  the  laboratory,  continuing  at 
that  work  for  two  years.  Then  he  filled  differ- 
ent positions  at  the  plant  until  191 3,  when  he 
became  chief  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  has 
given  eminent  satisfaction  to  his  superiors. 

Mr.  Wagner  married  Donzella  McKenzie,  a 
daughter  of  Milton  McKenzie,  a  resident  of 
the  Third  ward,  Franklin.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Wagner  affiliates  with  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
a  Presbyterian  in  church  connection. 

CURTIX  ANDREW  BRADLEY,  of 
Cherrytree  township,  bears  a  name  associated 
with  the  best  citizenship  and  most  progressive 
business  activities  in  northern  Venango  county 
from  its  early  primitive  days,  the  family  being 
identified  particularly  with  the  development  of 
Plum  township,  where  Bradleytown  was  so 
called  in  their  honor.  He  is  a  grandson  of 
Jacob  Bradley  and  son  of  John  J.  Bradley. 

John  G.  Bradley,  his  first  ancestor  in  Ve- 
nango county,  came  to  the  United  States  from 
Ireland  in  1790,  accompanied  by  his  father 
and  brother  Robert.  In  1816  he  removed 
from  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  to  Venango 
county,  locating  on  a  tract  of  land  in  what 
is  now  Plum  township  which  embraced  that 
part  of  Bradleytown  lying  east  of  the 
Coof)erstown  road.  Here  he  built  a  grist  and 
saw  mill,  the  first  mill  in  the  township,  and  the 
gristmill  was  later  incorporated  into  another 
mill  on  the  same  site  (part  of  the  building  still 
standing),  the  sawmill  being  dismantled  many 
years  ago,  but  not  torn  down.  Before  the  post 
office  was  established  the  settlement  was  pop- 
ularly know^n  as  Frogtown,  and  W.  H.  Bradley 
was  the  first  postmaster. 

Robert  Bradley,  brother  of  John  G.  Brad- 
ley, was  the  first  person  outside  of  the  Cooper 
family  to  locate  at  Cooperstown,  in  Jackson 
township.  Venango  county.  He  came  to  the 
county  with  his  father's  family  in  1816  and 
settled  at  Cooperstown  in  1824,  He  was  a 
millwright  by  trade.  He  served  one  term  as 
county  commissioner  and  was  justice  of  the 
peace  many  years.  He  died  March  23,  1872, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

John  J.  Bradley,  father  of  Curtin  A.  Brad- 


ley, was  bom  and  reared  on  the  old  Bradley 
I^ace  in  Plum  township,  and  acquired  owner- 
ship of  the  property,  on  which  Bradleytown 
was  eventually  laid  out.  After  selling  his  in- 
terest therein  he  resided  for  seven  years  in 
Wayne  township,  Crawford  county,  near  Su- 
gar Lake,  and  on  disposing  of  his  holdings 
there  came  to  the  farm  in  Cherrytree  township 
where  his  son  Curtin  A.  Bradley  is  now  estal^ 
lished.  That  was  thirt/  years  ago.  It  was  the 
old  Thomas  Prat  her  farm  of  187  acres,  and 
the  buildings  there  were  erected  by  George 
Prather,  son  of  Thomas,  the  house  being  put 
up  in  1881,  a  beautiful,  substantial  residence, 
equal  to  any  other  in  the  county  at  the  time  of 
its  construction.  Thomas  Prather  had  owned 
one  thousand  acres  in  this  vicinity,  giving  each 
of  his  children  a  farm,  kept  good  stock,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  men  of  his 
time.  John  J.  Bradley  operated  the  farm  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1898,  in  his  sev- 
enty-second year.  He  was  married  three  times, 
first  to  Margaret  McAlevy,  by  whom  he  had 
four  children :  James  and  William,  of  Bradley- 
town ;  Mary,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Tingley,  who  died  four 
years  ago;  and  Imelda,  who  married  W.  A. 
Tingley  and  lives  at  Cooperstown,  Venango 
county.  By  his  second  marriage,  to  Emeline 
(Grove),  of  Watsonville,  there  were  six  chil- 
dren: Curtin  Andrew;  Jessie,  wife  of  Adam 
Pizer,  living  at  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Oren  C,  a  vet- 
erinary surgeon,  located  in  West  Virginia; 
Sarah,  wife  of  M.  C.  Kerr,  of  Cherrytree 
township;  Clyde,  of  Reno,  Venango  county; 
and  Hays,  a  civil  engineer,  in  West  Virginia. 
For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Bradley  married  Mary 
McDill,  who  survives  him,  making  her  home 
with  Curtin  A.  Bradley.  To  this  union  was 
bom  one  daughter,  Grace,  now  the  widow  of 
John  H.  Davidson,  of  near  Cooperstown.  The 
father  was  a  Republican  and  active  in  politics, 
taking  an  interested  part  in  township  affairs. 

Curtin  Andrew  Bradley  was  bom  May  i, 
1864,  at  Bradleytown,  Plum  township,  at  the 
place  where  his  father  was  bom.  and  spent  his 
early  life  there,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  For  three 
years  during  his  young  manhood  he  worked 
in  the  Butler  county  oil  fields,  but  most  of  his 
life  he  has  been  interested  in  agriculture  on  the 
Cherrytree  township  farm  where  his  father 
settled  about  1888,  and  which  his  father 
deeded  to  him.  Since  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session he  has  been  unfortunate  enough  to  suf- 
fer the  loss  of  a  big  bam  by  fire.  Besides  fol- 
lowing general  farming  operations,  he  has  kept 
stock  and  engaged  in  the  production  of  oil,  he 
and  his  son  owning  the  oil  rights  on  the  farm. 
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There  were  nine  wells  in  operation  when  the 
lease  came  into  their  hands,  and  they  have 
sunk  another  since,  now  having  ten  producing, 
with  a  yield  fully  up  to  the  average  in  the  terri- 
tory. The  location  is  six  miles  south  of  Titus- 
ville. 

As  a  public-spirited  citizen  Mr.  Bradley  has 
been  a  representative  member  of  his  family, 
and  during  twenty  years  of  service  on  the 
township  school  board  has  shown  a  sincere 
desire  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  ad- 
vanced ideas  in  agriculture  through  his  mem- 
bership in  the  Grange,  belonging  to  the  Cher- 
rytree  organization. 

On  June  i,  1892,  Mr.  Bradley  married 
Sophia  Cooper,  of  Evans  City,  Butler  Co., 
Pa.,  whose  father  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  production  of  oil.  Three  children  have 
been  bom  to  this  marriage :  ( i )  John  Cooper 
has  a  farm  near  the  home  place,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  its  operation  is  in  partnership  with  his 
father  in  the  production  of  oil.  He  married 
Hazel  Breed,  of  Crawford  county,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Curtin  Lee  and  Glen  Ed- 
ward. (2)  Caroline  Ruth  lives  at  home,  and 
is  a  capable  assistant,  having  a  practical  under- 
standing of  farming  operations.  (3)  George 
Clifton  is  at  home. 

HUGH  B.  ANDREWS  has  found  a  profit- 
able  field  for  his  labors  in  Oil  Cit>,  and  as  a 
well  qualified  builder  and  conscientious  con- 
tractor has,  while  building  up  a  thriving  busi- 
ness, furthered  the  material  improvement  of 
the  city  to  a  notable  degree.  With  many  pros- 
perous interests  centered  there,  the  demand 
for  high-class  services  has  afforded  him  de- 
sired opportunities  for  undertaking  and  exe- 
cuting substantial  and  attractive  work,  and 
there  are  many  specimens  of  his  handicraft 
in  the  city  to  testify  to  his  ability  and  honor- 
able fulfillment  of  contracts.  As  H.  B.  An- 
drews, general  contractor,  he  has  attained  high 
standing  among  the  men  in  his  own  line  and 
those  who  have  had  occasion  to  avail  them- 
selves of  his  talents. 

Mr.  Andrews,  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines,  belongs,  to  old  settled  families  of  this 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  his  grandfather,  Hugh 
B.  Andrews,  having  lived  and  died  in  Mercer 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  hardly  middle-aged  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  he  is  buried  with  his  wife  in  the 
old  U.  P.  cemetery  at  Greenville,  Mercer 
county.  Her  maiden  name  was  Potter,  and 
they  had  four  sons,  of  whom  Hugh  and 
Thomas  went  West  when  young  men ;  John  P. 


i$  mentioned  below ;  Joseph  died  near  Sharon, 
Mercer  county. 

John  P.  Andrews,  father  of  Hugh  B.  An- 
drews, was  bom  in  March,  1828,  near  Adams- 
ville,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  spent  most  of 
his  life  in  Mercer  county.  He  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade  and  during  his  earlier  life 
was  also  engaged  for  many  years  in  boating 
on  the  PittsbSirgh  &  Erie  canal,  living  at  Green- 
ville, where  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade  until 
ten  years  before  his  deafh,  July  2,  1907.  When 
he  retired  he  removed  into  the  country  one  and 
one-half  miles  east  of  Greenville,  in  West 
Salem  township,  owning  a  small  patch  of 
ground  on  which  he  did  gardening.  He  died 
there,  and  is  buried  with  his  wife  in  the  new 
cemetery  at  Greenville.  They  attended  the  U. 
P.  Church,  and  Mr.  Andrews  held  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party  in  politics.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Sherbondy,  who  died  April 
21,  1886,  aged  forty-five  years,  five  months, 
five  days,  the  mother  of  eight  children,  namely : 
William,  of  Greenville,  Pa. ;  Hugh  B. ;  David, 
deceased;  Frank  and  John,  both  residents  of 
Greenville;  and  Malissa,  Rebecca  and  Laura, 
all  three  deceased. 

David  Sherbondy,  Mr.  Andrews'  great- 
grandfather on  the  maternal  side,  was  a  pioneer 
of  Mercer  county,  where  he  settled  before  the 
Indians  had  left  the  country.  He  received  a 
grant  of  between  seven  hundred  and  eight  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  all  in  the  woods,  and  succeeded 
in  clearing  a  large  portion  of  it.  Upon  his 
death  it  was  divided  between  two  daughters 
and  four  sons,  Mrs.  Logan.  Mrs.  Mason, 
George.  David,  Philip  and  John.  George  lived 
on  that  part  directly  adjoining  his  brother 
David's :  Philip  sold  his  interest  and  moved  to 
Crawford  county,  where  he  bought  another 
farm  and  resided  until  his  death ;  John's  death 
was  the  result  of  an  accident. 

David  Sherbondy,  youngest  son  of  David, 
received  the  old  homestead  with  log  house  and 
log  barn  and  175  acres,  which  he  cleared  with 
the  aid  of  his  sons  and  improved  greatly, 
building  a  new  house  and  barn  as  prosperit>' 
enabled  him  to  do  so.  He  followed  general 
farming  all  his  life,  living  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  (Leininger), 
was  about  the  same  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David  Leinin- 
ger. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherbondy  favored  the  U. 
P.  Church,  and  he  was  a  Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical opinions.  Of  their  children,  Elizabeth 
married  John  P.  Andrews;  Henry  received 
fifty  acres  of  land  north  of  the  homestead; 
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David  J.  obtained  fifty  acres  and  the  home- 
stead buildings ;  Mina,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  James  Loutzenhiser ;  Laura,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  John  Smith;  two  children  died  in 
infancy,  and  were  buried  on  the  home  farm. 
The  parents  are  interred  in  the  new  cemetery 
at  Greenville. 

Hugh  B.  Andrews  was  born  Nov,  i8,  1865, 
at  Greenville,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa,,  where  he  at- 
tended school  until  ten  years  old.  At  that  time 
he  went  to  live  in  the  home  of  his  uncle,  Henry 
Sherbondy,  on  a  farm  in  Greene  township, 
same  county,  where  he  continued  his  education 
in  the  township  schools  and  assisted  on  the 
farm,  remaining  there  until  nineteen  years  of 
age.  Upon  leaving  the  farm  he  served  a  three 
years'  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter^s  trade, 
which  he  has  followed  at  Oil  City  since  1891, 
working  for  various  contractors  until  he  com- 
menced on  his  own  account.  He  has  had  his 
share  of  important  contracts  in  and  around 
the  city,  the  Henry  I.  Beers  building,  United 
Presbyterian  Chui-ch  and  a  number  of  very 
desirable  residences  being  of  his  construction 
and  comparing  very  favorably  with  the  best 
work  in  this  section.  Mr.  Andrews  is  well 
known  in  other  relations,  having  taken  an  ac- 
tive part  in  city  affairs,  and  he  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  been  the  first  councilman  ever 
elected  there  on  the  Prohibitionist  ticket,  repre- 
senting the  Ninth  ward.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  First  U.  P.  Church  and  a  present  trustee, 
and  fraternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  affiliated 
with  Latonia  Lodge,  No.  1018,  of  Oil  City, 
and  the  Encampment. 

Mr.  Andrews  married  Elizabeth  Moreland, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Ralph  Moreland,  bom 
July  28,  1903,  who  is  a  junior  in  the  Oil  City 
high  school. 

Mrs.  Andrews  is  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Moreland,  whose  family  has  been  established 
in  Mercer  county  from  the  time  of  its  earliest 
settlement.  He  engaged  in  farming  during  his 
young  manhood,  but  while  setting  up  the  frame 
of  a  new  bam  in  185 1  decided  to  go  to  Cali- 
fornia to  try  his  fortune  in  the  gold  fields, 
starting  the  next  day.  He  was  absent  nine 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  given  up  for 
dead  by  his  family.  His  folks  at  home  adver- 
tised for  him  all  over  the  country,  and  were 
ready  to  sell  out  his  property  when  he  retumed, 
a  stranger  visiting  his  camp  in  Califomia  hav- 
ing told  him,  upon  learning  his  name,  that 
the  papers  had  notices  regarding  his  disap- 
pearance. He  left  camp  without  delay  and 
arrived  home  a  day  before  the  proposed  sale. 
Continuing  farming  on  his  old  property,  which 
comprised  120  acres,  he  prospered,  built  a  new 


house  and  bank  barn,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life  there,  reaching  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
Mr.  Moreland  married  Mary  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Thompson,  of  Greene  town- 
ship, Mercer  county,  and  she  died  many  years 
before  him,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 
They  are  buried  in  Greenville  cemetery.  He 
was  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  U.  P. 
Church.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moreland :  Frank,  who  died  when  about 
three  years  old;  Austie,  of  Cortland,  Ohio; 
and  Emma  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Andrews), 
twins. 

The  following  history  of  the  Moreland  fam- 
ily was  compiled  for  the  Moreland  family  cen- 
tennial, 1 796- 1 896,  the  first  family  centennial 
celebration  ever  held  in  Greene  township,  Mer- 
cer county,  eight  hundred  and  fifty  people  meet- 
ing in  the  picturesque  grove  on  the  farm  of 
William  and  J.  S.  Moreland  in  honor  of  the 
occasion. 

**In  the  North  of  Ireland,  near  the  town  of 
Coleraine,  County  Londonderry,  lived  John 
and  Letitia  Moreland.  Their  cottage  and 
weaver's  shop  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  Ban 
river.  This  honored  couple  were  blessed  with 
six  sons,  Isaac,  William,  Alexander,  John, 
James  and  Robert,  and  two  daughters,  Mar- 
garet and  Elizabeth.  They  were  the  direct 
descendants  of  the  sturdy  Scotch  Presbyte- 
rians, their  forefathers  having  fled  from  Scot- 
land to  Ireland  during  King  James'  persecu- 
tion, and  nearly  all  their  descendants  have  been 
adherents  of  some  branch  of  the  same  church. 

**As  their  family  grew  to  manhood  and  wom- 
anhood it  became  plain  to  all  of  them  that 
their  environment  would  seriously  interfere 
with  their  desire  to  become  independent  men 
and  women.  'America,  the  land  of  the  free 
and  the  home  of  the  brave,'  caught  and  held 
their  attention.  Money  to  pay  passage,  how- 
ever, was  not  easily  obtained.  Isaac,  the  eldest 
son,  was  apprenticed  to  a  weaver  in  Scotland, 
with  whom  he  served  two  years.  He  worked 
three  years  more  before  he  could  save  enough 
money  to  pay  passage  for  himself  and  his 
brother  William  to  Philadelphia.  In  1793  they 
took  passage  on  the  ship  'Little  Mary.'  Their 
captain  loved  strong  drink  and  sacrificed  the 
lives  of  many  of  his  passengers  by  sailing  his 
ship  in  the  wrong  direction.  The  voyage 
should  have  been  made  in  about  twelve  weeks, 
but  to  the  sore  distress  of  all  on  board,  it 
occupied  twenty-one  weeks.  They  were  re- 
duced to  a  half  pint  of  flour  and  a  pint  of 
water  each  per  day. 

"After  working  for  a  time  in  Philadelphia, 
they  came  to  Westmoreland  county,  where  they 
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were  employed  until  1796,  when  they  came 
to  that  part  of  Mercer  county  where  the  cen- 
tennial was  held  to  honor  our  ancestors.  They 
cleared  a  piece  of  land  near  the  stone  house 
during  the  first  summer.  In  the  fall  of  1797 
Isaac  went  to  Philadelphia  and  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  rest  of  the  family  to  come  to 
the  new  home.  He  started  to  return,  but  owing 
to  heavy  rainfalls  the  rivers  were  so  swollen 
that  he  was  compelled  to  remain  until  spring. 
All  this  long  winter  William  lived  alone,  near 
this  very  place,  with  no  companions  save  bears, 
wolves  and  Indians,  the  latter  being  the  most 
unwelcome  of  all.  In  1798  the  whole  family 
removed  from  Ireland,  and  after  stopping  for 
a  short  time  in  Westmoreland  county,  at  the 
home  of  their  uncle,  Isaac  McKissick,  they 
came  to  this  place.  While  in  Westmoreland 
county  a  long  dreaded  sorrow  befell  them  in 
the  death  of  James. 

"Had  not  these  pioneers  heeded  the  Scrip- 
tural injunction,  .'It  is  not  .good  for  man  to 
be  alone,*  we  woul4  not  be  here  to-day  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  their  labors.  They  were  mar- 
ried as  follows:  Isaac  to  Lillias  Mossman; 
William  to  Jane  Minto;  Alexander  to  Nancy 
Wilson;  John  to  Martha  McGill;  Robert  to 
Martha  Mahari;  Margaret  to  Thomas  Smith, 
and  Elizabeth  to  William  Hanna.  In  this  par- 
ticular their  descendants  have  not  closely  fol- 
lowed their  good  example. 

"In  1797  Isaac  and  William  Moreland  each 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  containing  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  for  which  they  paid  two 
thousand  dollars.  Their  father  settled  one 
hundred  acres,  and  John  and  Alexander  each 
the  same  amount.  Robert  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  east  of  Jamestown.  A 
large  portion  of  the  land  settled  by  our  hon- 
ored ancestors  is  still  owned  by  their  descend- 
ants. And  so  we  think  it  fitting  that  we  meet 
on  this,  the  centennial  of  their  advent,  to  do 
honor  to  their  memory." 

CHRISTIAN  J.  SMITH  is  now  living  in 
comfortable  retirement  at  Franklin,  of  which 
city  he  has  been  a  respected  resident  for  forty- 
five  years.  During  most  of  that  period  he  was 
a  trusted  employe  of  the  Galena-Signal  Oil 
Company,  and  he  is  well  and  favorably  known 
in  other  capacities  as  well,  particularly  in  the 
membership  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  whose 
work  he  has  participated  actively  from  the  time 
of  his  removal  here. 

Mr.  Smith  is  of  German  extraction,  his 
father,  Jacob  Smith,  having  been  a  native  of 
Germany,  born  in  18 16,  whence  he  came  to 
this  country  in  the  year  1845.    ^^  settled  per- 


manently in  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  purchasing 
a  farm  in  Hayfield  township  upon  which  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  to  the  close  of  his 
life.  He  married  Mary  F.  Wagner,  who 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  his 
death  occurred  Oct.  11,  1890.  They  are  buried 
in  Saegerstown  cemetery.  Of  their  children, 
Josephine  married  George  Schreck;  Christian 
J.  is  mentioned  below;  William  H.  is  living-  in 
Bradford,  Pa. ;  Frank  is  living  retired  in  Frank- 
lin :  Mary  married  Joseph  Erman ;  John  died 
in  infancy;  Barbara  married  Martin  Schrubb. 
and  died  at  Meadville,  Pa. ;  Catherine  married 
John  Schrubb,  brother  of  Martin. 

Christian  J.  Smith  was  born  July  27,  1847, 
in  Woodcock  township,  Crawford  county,  and 
spent  his  early  life  on  the  home  farm,  being 
allowed  such  educational  privileges  as  he  could 
obtain  in  the  neighborhood.  When  he  was  a 
young  man  he  became  occupied  at  railroad 
work,  which  he  followed  two  years  in  the 
employ  of  the  Erie  Company,  and  then  went 
into  the  livery  business  at  Meadville,  where  he 
was  established  for  three  years.  On  Nov.  14, 
1872,  he  arrived  at  Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  became  one  of  the  first  employes  of 
the  concern  which  has  been  known  since  1900 
as  the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  remaining 
in  the  same  connection  for  the  remarkable  pe- 
riod of  forty-two  years.  He  had  charge  of 
the  filling  and  shipping  department,  and  always 
discharged  his  duties  conscientiously  and  intel- 
ligently, earning  the  esteem  of  his  superiors 
and  the  hearty  friendship  of  his  many  co- 
workers. Retiring  in  November,  1914,  he  is 
now  enjoying  well  deserved  leisure. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  useful  member  of  the 
community,  joining  in  the  support  of  all  good 
movements  by  his  vote  or  encouragement,  as 
the  occasion  required.  He  served  one  term  as 
a  member  of  the  city  council,  in  1892.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  Democrat  and  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  party,  and  he  has  maintained 
social  relations  with  the  Protected  Home  Cir- 
cle and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  holding  member- 
ship in  Lodge  No.  no,  of  Franklin.  He  is  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  in 
which  he  has  held  all  the  offices,  and  he  has 
been  trustee  and  treasurer  for  the  last  fort>' 
years. 

On  April  30.  1871,  Mr.  Smith  married  Bar- 
bara Smith,  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara 
CHuller)  Smith,  the  former  of  whom  came 
from  his  native  land,  Germany,  when  a  young 
man.  He  settled  in  Vernon  township,  Craw- 
ford Co.,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  T-  Smith 
reside  at  No.  1406  Chestnut  street.  Franklin. 
Thev  have  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
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they  reared  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Smith,  Anna  Lang, 
her  sister's  daughter.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
G.  E.  Carson,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Virginia. 

JAMES  RALPH  CLARK  has  had  a. 
business  career  of  steady  prosperity  since  he 
settled  at  Oil  City,  where  the  name  Clark 
Brothers  has  come  to  represent  solid  worth  and 
integrity,  good  citizenship,  and  the  sterling  per- 
sonal qualities  usually  associated  with  such 
traits.  He  is  a  native  of  Clarion  county,  Pa., 
born  Feb.  29,  1852,  at  Keatings  Furnace,  in 
Richland  township,  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction. 

James  Clark,  the  grandfather  of  James  R. 
Clark,  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland 
about  1815,  and  locating  at  Bellefonte,  Center 
Co.,  Pa.,  worked  around  furnaces  and  saw- 
mills. He  acquired  the  ownership  of  a  farm 
near  Bellefonte,  and  after  disposing  of  it 
bought  another  in  Salem  township,  Clarion 
county,  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  besides 
Avhich  he  also  owned  considerable  timberland 
in  Clarion  county,  where  he  settled  in  1830. 
Later  he  bought  a  large  tract  near  Valley 
Church,  Venango  county,  selling  which  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Ashland  township,  Clarion 
county,  upon  which  he  resided  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  hiring  others  to  work  it  for 
him.  He  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years,  after  a  useful,  thrifty  life,  thoroughly 
typical  of  the  race  to  which  he  belonged.  His 
ancestor  in  the  Clark  line  fought  in  the  battle 
of  the  Boyne.  Politically  James  Clark  was  a 
Republican,  in  religion  an  active  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church.  In  Scotland  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  McKinney,  who  died  there,  the 
mother  of  four  children :  William,,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Heffner ;  John,  who  married  Hannah 
Piatt;  Mary,  who  married  George  Hess;  and 
Henry,  who  never  married.  In  1830  he  mar- 
rfed  (second)  Mary  Bickley,  who  lived  to  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years  and  is  buried  with  him 
at  Nickleville,  in  Richland  township,  Venango 
county.  The  children  of  this  union  were: 
Thomas,  father  of  James  Ralph  Clark :  Polly 
Ann,  wife  of  Henry  Whitling ;  Augustus,  who 
married  Susan  Pyles:  Nancy  Jane,  wife  of 
Conrad  Kennemuth ;  Ann  Eliza,  wife  of  Jacob 
Kennemuth;  Alfred,  who  married  Louisa 
Glass ;  Isabelle,  who  married  Chris.  Long ;  and 
Jos'ah,  who  married  Sarah  Young. 

Thomas  Clark  was  bom  in  1830,  at  Belle- 
fonte, Center  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  March  28, 
191 1,  at  Sistersville,  W.  Va.  He  was  young 
when  the  family  moved  to  Salem  township, 
Clarion  county,  where  he  grew  up  on  the  farm, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  country  schools 


of  the  locality.  When  a  young  man  he  fol- 
lowed teaming  in  the  oil  country,  owning  eight 
or  ten  teams  in  the  days  when  there  was  great 
demand  for  them,  and  selling  out  the  business 
later  upon  his  removal  to  Sistersville,  W.  Va., 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  He  is 
buried  there.  Mr.  Clark  was  a  Democrat  in 
political  sentiment  and  a  Methodist  in  religious 
association.  His  wife,  Leah  (Boyer),  bon> 
in  1829  in  Center  county.  Pa.,  daughter  of 
John  R.  and  Catherine  Boyer,  died  in  1887 
at  Garfield,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  where  she  is 
buried.  Ten  children  were  bom  of  this  mar- 
riage: Sarah,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary, 
wife  of  Henry  Taylor,  of  Richmond,  Clarion 
county;  James  Ralph;  Samuel  F.,  late  of  Oil 
City,  who  married  Elizabeth  Kissinger ;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Albert  Anderson,  of  Canton,  Ohio; 
Amanda,  wife  of  Alexander  Deemer,  living 
above  Kittanning,  Pa. ;  Loretta,  wife  of  James 
Munsinger,  of  Lima,  Ohio;  Clara,  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, Clarion  Co.,  Pa.;  Effie,  living  in 
Parkersburg,  W.  Va. ;  and  George,  of  Belle 
Vernon,  Greene  Co.,  Pa.,  who  married  Mary 
Smock. 

James  Ralph  Clark  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  at  an  early  age  began  work 
in  the  oil  fields,  where  he  was  employed  over 
twenty-five  years.  As  early  as  1864  ^^e  towed 
boats  on  Oil  creek  from  Oil  City  to  Tower 
Farm,  Petroleum  Center,  and  about  that  time 
was  also  helping  his  father  at  teaming,  doing 
similar  work  for  others  as  occasion  required. 
In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  went  to  work  at 
the  Clapp  Farm  on  Oil  creek,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  teaming  for  ten  years.  In 
those  days  the  fine  bridges  over  the  Allegheny 
which  now  make  travel  easy  were  not  thought 
of,  and  he  has  crossed  the  river  many  times  on 
the  ice,  at  fords  or  on  specially  constructed 
pontoon  bridges.  For  eight  years  he  was  in 
the  oil  district  about  St.  Petersburg.  Clarion 
county ;  was  in  Butler  county  three  diflFerent 
times — at  Afgyle,  Thom  Creek  and  Kams 
City,  during  oil  excitements;  for  four  years 
teamed  at  Rock  City,  Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y. ; 
was  at  Gusher,  a  new  oil  city  in  Warren  coun- 
ty. Pa.,  four  years;  and  at  Cogley,  Clarion 
county,  during  the  oil  excitement.  He  spent 
a  year  at  Thom  Creek,  Butler  county,  where 
a  nine-thousand-barrel  gusher  was  discovered. 
Having  decided  to  give  up  teaming.  Mr.  Clark 
established  himself  in  the  livery  business  at 
Salina,  \'enango  county,  where  he  remained 
four  years,  in  i8qi  moving  to  Oil  City,  which 
offered  a  larger  field  for  enterprise.  Here  he 
and  his  brother,  Samuel  F.  Clark,  became  asso- 
ciated as  Qark  Brothers,  entering  the  livery 
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business  on  the  south  side,  at  the  location  in 
State  street  where  it  has  since  been  conducted, 
with  a  comparatively  modest  equipment.  Gen- 
eral livery  service  has  been  the  leading  feature 
of  the  business,  but  Clark  Brothers  also  ac- 
quired a  large  patronage  as  retail  dealers  in 
carriages  and  implements,  building  up  every 
department  as  the  years  passed,  and  maintain- 
ing a  place  at  the  head  of  the  trade  in  Oil  City. 
Few  cities  of  the  size  can  boast  an  establish- 
ment of  the  kind  so  well  kept  up  or  so  com- 
pletely equipped.  With  five  seven-passenger 
limousines  and  sixteen  horses  with  suitable 
vehicles,  Mr.  Clark  is  able  to  answer  almost 
any  demand  of  the  local  trade.  His  brother 
died  eleven  years  ago,  but  the  widow  retains 
his  interest  in  the  business,  which  continues 
under  the  name  of  Clark  Brothers.  Mr. 
Clark's  slogan,  "always  on  the  job,"  is  exactly 
expressive  of  the  close  personal  attention  he 
gives  to  all  details  and  of  the  importance  which 
he  attaches  to  everything  pertaining  to  the  busi- 
ness. He  is  thoroughly  worthy  of  the  success 
which  has  come  to  him. 

In  the  course  of  a  busy  life  Mr.  Clark  has 
also  found  it  possible  to  take  part  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  community,  though  not  as  a  public 
official.  He  has  long  been  a  sincere  worker 
for  the  Prohibition  party  and  its  principles, 
and  fourteen  years  ago  he  was  its  candidate  for 
representative  in  the  State  Legislature.  Fra- 
ternally he  belongs  to  Latonia  Lodge,  No.  1018, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Oil  City,  and  to  the  K.  O.  T.  M. 
at  Seneca,  Pa.,  and  he  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Grace  M.  E.  Church,  which  he  has 
served  fifteen  years  as  member  of  the  official 
board. 

By  his  first  marriage,  to  Emma  Berlin,  Mr. 
Clark  had  four  children:  Minnie  M.,  born 
Jan.  31,  1875,  married  Arthur  Ross,  of  West 
Hickory,  Forest  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  March  10, 
1917,  the  mother  of  five  children,  Arthur, 
Clyde,  Margaret,  Martha  and  Ruth.  Myrtes 
C.  died  when  two  years  old.  Qyde  C,  bom 
Dec.  21,  1878,  now  engaged  with  his  father 
as  foreman,  married  Mary  Gordon  and  has 
two  children,  Edwin  and  Robert.  Opal  G., 
bom  Sept.  17,  1880.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Mc- 
Guinn,  of  Knox,  Clarion  county,  employed  as 
gauger  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company;  they 
have. three  children.  Hazel,  Helen  and  Harriet. 
The  mother  of  these  died  when  twenty-nine 
years  old.  She  was  a  daughter  of  George 
Berlin,  who  moved  from  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  to  near  Turkey  City,  Clarion  county, 
settline  on  a  large  farm  there  and  maTvying 
Leah  Will,  a  native  of  Turkey  City.    Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Berlin  are  buried  in  the  Reformed  ceme- 
tery at  Monroe,  Clarion  county;  they  were 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
and  he  was  a  Democrat  on  public  questions. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Amanda,  Mrs.  George  Way,  of  Knox, 
Pa. ;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  William  Francisco;  Ellen, 
Mrs.  Robert  Wilby ;  Catherine,  widow  of  John 
Page ;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Andrew  Eddinger ;  Rachel, 
Mrs.  William  Dunkle;  Emma,  deceased  wife 
of  James  R.  Clark;  and  Israel,  deceased,  who 
married  Harriet  Ashbaugh. 

Mr.  Clark  married,  second,  Sarah  Gilbert  of 
Blairs,  Beaver  township.  Clarion  county,  bom 
Dec.  10,  1853,  who  died  March  24,  1909.  Four 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Earl  F., 
born  Oct.  29,  1886,  died  Oct.  28,  1888;  Beulah, 
bom  Jan.  29,  1889,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Perry, 
of  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  and  has  one  child,  Virginia ; 
Eugene,  bom  Sept.  17,  1891,  is  now  at  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y. ;  Howard  L.,  bom  Nov.  16,  1894, 
is  in  Chicago,  111.  For  his  third  wife  Mr. 
Clark  married  Mrs.  Martha  (Moore)  Jones, 
who  was  born  Aug.  2,  1871,  in  Tyler  county, 
W.  Va.,  and  was  the  widow  of  Van  Jones,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  Bemard,  bom  Nov. 
22,  1889,  now  in  Detroit,  Mich.;  he  took  a 
special  course  in  the  State  Automobile  School 
in  that  city. 

Richard  Moore,  father  of  Mrs.  Clark,  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  is  buried 
at  Mole  Hill,  Ritchie  Co.,  W.  Va.  He  was 
a  prosperous  farmer,  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  wife,  Jemima  (Baker),  bom 
June  30,  1835,  survives  him,  living  in  Wash- 
ington, Pa.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
James,  who  has  been  twice  married,  first  to 
Ellen  Jones;  Charles,  deceased,  a  veteran  of 
the  Spanish-American  war,  who  is  survived  by 
his  wife.  Cora;  Jane,  wife  of  Joseph  Snyder; 
Mary,  deceased,  wife  of  Washington  Stull; 
Martha,  Mrs.  James  R.  Clark,  twin  of  Mary; 
Anna,  who  married  Lively  Farrell  and  (sec- 
ond) Samuel  Messer;  Ellie,  deceased,  wife  of 
Nathan  Berger;  Bessie,  deceased,  wife  of 
Harry  Barnhart;  and  Margaret,  wife  of  James 
Elliott, 

John  and  Eliza  (George)  Baker,  Mrs. 
Clark's  matemal  grandparents,  were  natives  of 
Wetzel  county,  W.  Va.,  farming  people  there, 
and  they  are  buried  in  that  State.  They  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  children  were:  George;  William,  who 
married  Catherine  Galloway;  Lewis,  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war:  Jane,  who  died 
when  a  young  girl ;  Mary,  wife  of  Levi  Moore ; 
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Marinda,  Mrs.  William  McCormick;  Agnes, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Woodbum ;  and  Jemima,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Clark. 

John  R.  Boyer,  maternal  grandfather  of 
James  R.  Clark,  moved  from  Union  county, 
Pa.,  to  Clarion  county,  where  he  followed 
blacksmithing  and  farming,  owning  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  acres  which  he  sold  when  ready 
to  retire.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years,  at  the  home  of  his  son  Amos,  and  is 
buried  with  his  wife,  Catherine,  at  Salem, 
Clarion  county.  They  were  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church  there,  and  he  sup- 
ported the  Republican  party  in  politics.  They 
had  a  large  family,  namely :  Allen,  Neri,  Levi, 
Leah  (mother  of  James  R.  Clark),  Alfred, 
Amos,  Ralph,  Matilda,  Martin,  Amelia  and 
Richard. 

WILLIAM  J.  MOORE,  who  owns  a  fine 
farm  in  Clinton  township  situated  at  the  But- 
ler county  line,  is  a  representative  successful 
agriculturist  of  southern  Venango  county.  The 
Moore  family  have  been  among  the  substantial 
residents  of  that  section  for  several  genera- 
tions, in  either  Venango  or  Butler  county, 
where  Robert  Moore,  the  grandfather  of 
William  J.  Moore,  settled  and  remained  until 
his  death.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  when  a  young  man.  His 
widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Eakin, 
brought  her  family  to  Venango  county,  living 
at  the  place  now  occupied  by  her  grandson, 
Robert  J.  Moore,  the  second  farm  east  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Moore's.  *  They  were  the  first  perman- 
ent settlers  in  that  vicinity  and  tne  sons 
cleared  up  the  land  and  made  a  good  home, 
the  mother  remaining  there  until  her  death,  at 
an  advanced  age.  She  reared  three  sons  and 
four  daughters:  Elizabeth  married  John  Mc- 
Kinley  and  both  died  in  Clinton  township; 
Mary  married  Matthew  Riddle,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  John  K.  Riddle,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work:  Sarah  remained  on  the 
home  farm  and  died  at  an  advanced  age,  un- 
married ;  Jane  died  in  girlhood ;  William  never 
married  and  remained  on  the  home  farm, 
where  he  died  when  almost  ninety  years  old ; 
Samuel  settled  on  an  adjoining  farm,  over  the 
line  in  Scrubgrass  township,  and  died  when 
sixty  years  old  (his  youngest  son,  R,  Albert, 
now  lives  at  his  home)  ;  James  completed  tlie 
family. 

James  Moore  was  born  Aug.  30,  1826,  in 
Donegal  township,  Butler  county,  moved  with 
the  family  to  Venango  county,  and  when  a 
young  man  commenced  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count at  the  place  now  owned  and  operated  by 


his  son  William.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife,  Clarinda  (Hovis),  leaving  two 
children:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Williams, 
living  in  this  neighborhood  but  in  Butler  coun- 
ty; and  Mary,  who  died  in  childhood.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Moore  married,  in  January, 
1862,  Belle  McCay,  who  was  bom  March  6, 
1832,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  was  six 
years  old  when  the  family  moved  to  Lawrence 
county,  Pa.,  coming  thence  a  few  years  later 
to  Venango  county,  to  the  same  locality  where 
the  Moores  had  settled.  Her  father,*  Rev. 
William  McCay,  formerly  a  minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  denomination,  farmed  after  set- 
tling here  ahd  was  also  one  of  the  early  teachers 
in  the  vicinity.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  middle 
life,  and  his  wife,  Eliza,  lived  there  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  when  she  was  over 
eighty-five  years  of  age.  To  James  and  Belle 
(McCay)  Moore  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  William  Jackson,  mentioned  below; 
Lizzie,  who  died  in  childhood;  Catherine  A., 
who  is  unmarried  and  resides  with  her  sister 
on  part  of  the  home  place;  Robert  J.,  who 
owns  the  old  homestead  settled  by  his  grand- 
mother ,-^  Matthew  J.,  who  is  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Butler ;  and  Clara  R.,  who  lives  at 
the  paternal  homestead  with  her  sister.  The 
father  died  March  11,  1904,  the  mother  June  2, 
1908,  and  they  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  of 
the  East  Unity  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  Jackson  Moore  was  born  Oct.  30, 
1862,  on  the  farm  where  he  yet  lives,  and 
which  is  three  miles  southeast  of  the  borough 
of  Clintonville.  He  was  reared  there,  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  the  vicinity,  sub- 
sequently helping  on  the  farm  until  his  father's 
death,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  its  cultiva- 
tion for  his  mother.  When  she  passed  away 
he  bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  ninety-three  acres  of  the  property  which 
he  now  owns,  his  part  of  the  homestead  includ- 
ing the  old  home.  William  J.  Moore  had 
previouslv  built  himself  a  residence  on  the 
farm,  the  one  now  occupied  by  his  sisters.  He 
himself  lives  in  the  substantial  house  which  his 
father  had  put  up  in  1871,  residing  there  until 
his  death,  and  the  bam  was  built  in  1878.  Mr. 
Moore  learned  the  trade  of  plasterer  in  his 
early  life,  and  has  followed  it  to  some  extent 
in  connection  with  his  agricultural  work,  his 
mechanical  skill  being  also  very  useful  in  the 
care  of  the  buildings  on  the  farm,  which  are 
kept  in  commendable  order.  He  raises  general 
crops,  and  oil  has  been  found  on  his  land  in 
paying  quantities,  five  wells  producing  at  pres- 
ent with  an  average  yield. 

On  Aug.  24,  1887,  ^^^'  Moore  married  Eliza- 
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beth  Etta  Riddle,  daughter  of  Matthew  and 
Mary  Jane  (Hoffman)  Riddle,  who  are  men- 
tioned in  the  sketch  of  her  brother,  James  V. 
Riddle.  Mrs.  Moore  was  twenty-four  years 
old  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Six  children 
have  been  bom  to  this  union :  Clarence  Riddle, 
who  has  built  a  house  on  sf  corner  of  his 
father's  farm,  married  Luella  Kohlmeyer  and 
has  six  sons,  William  Arthur,  Plummer  Or- 
lando, Ellis  Edward,  Ralph  Porter,  Herbert 
DeLos  and  Dale  L. ;  William  Sidney  died  in 
childhood ;  James  Smiley  is  at  home ;  Lawrence 
Paul  is  employed  in  the  car  works  in  Butler, 
Pa.;  Clyde  Anderson  and  Alice  May  are  at 
heme.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  leading  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Clintonville, 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  elder.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  political  principle,  but  he  takes 
no  active  part  in  politics  or  other  public  mat- 
ters, and  has  never  had  any  ambition  to  under- 
take the  responsibilities  of  public  service. 

CHARLES  COLEMAN  ALLEN,  of  Irwin 
township,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  settled  families  of  that  part  of  Venango 
county,  being  a  member  of  the  fourth  genera- 
tion here.  His  brother  is  the  fourth  in  direct 
line  to  occupy  the  old  Allen  farm  near  by, 
which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family 
since  1813.  The  Colemans  have  been  honor- 
ably connected  with  the  history  of  this  county, 
as  substantial  farmers  and  respected  citizens, 
public  officials,  and  as  leading  members  and 
officers  of  the  Amity  Presbyterian  Church, 
whose  work  they  have  supported  zealously. 
In  the  paternal  line  they  are  of  Irish  origin, 
Joseph  Allen,  the  first  to  come  to  America, 
having  been  born  in  Ireland,  whence  he  came 
to  this  country  in  1785.  He  married  Mary 
Biggs,  a  native  of  England,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely :  James, 
Robert,  Joseph  Alexander,  William,  Polly 
(who  married  Patrick  Davidson  and  died  be- 
fore her  husband),  Nancy  (who  married  Jesse 
Carroll  and  predeceased  him)  and  Margaret 
(who  married  James  Osbom  and  died  before 
he  did).  In  1813  this  family  moved  from  their 
home  in  Penn's  Valley,  Center  Co.,  Pa.,  to  the 
western  part  of  the  State,  settling  on  the  land 
in  Irwin  township,  Venango  county,  ^till  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  descendants.  Here  the 
father,  who  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  followed 
farming  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1824.  The 
mother  survived  him  twenty-six  years. 

Joseph  Alexander  Allen,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Bigg^s)  Allen,  was  born  May  24,  1809, 
in  Penn's  Valley.  Center  Co..  Pa.,  and  being 
but  four  years  old  when  the  family  settled  in 


Venango  county  spent  practically  all  his  life 
here.  He  recalls  seeing  the  soldiers  of  the  war 
of  181 2- 15  pass  the  farm  on  the  way  to  Erie. 
He  had  limited  educational  advantages,  the 
local  school  facilities  being  rather  meager  in 
his  day,  and  was  brought  up  to  farming,  in 
which  he  was  prosperously  engaged  all  his 
days,  dying  in  1897,  ^S^^  eighty-eight  years. 
The  home  farm  came  into  his  possession,  and 
he  always  resided  there.  He  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  locality  in  his  time,  and  showed  an 
intelligent  interest  in  its  welfare,  being  par- 
ticularly devoted  to  the  advancement  of  the 
public  schools.  He  served  three  years  as 
county  commissioner,  from  October,  1859,  to 
October,  1862.  In  1842  he  was  elected  and 
served  as  captain  of  the  ist  Company,  78th 
Regiment  of  Militia,  receiving  his  commission 
from  Gov.  D.  R.  Porter.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican,  in  religion  a  Presbyterian,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Amity  Church  for  over  sixty  years 
and  a  ruling  elder  of  that  congregation  for 
more  than  fifty  years. 

Mr.  Allen  was  married  three  times,  first  in 
1836  to  Sarah  Coleman,  who  died  in  1845  leav- 
ing three  children,  Joshua  Coleman,  Mary  Jane 
(now  the  widow  of  J.  Wesley  Henderson  and 
living  in  Kansas)  and  John  Munson.  The 
latter  died  in  Venango  county  when  sixty-five 
years  old;  two  sons  survive  him,  but  they  do 
not  live  in  the  county.  By  his  second  wife, 
Julia  (or  Juliet)  McKee.  daughter  of  Judge 
McKee,  he  had  one  child,  which  lived  only 
about  six  months.  She  died  in  1848,  and  in 
185Q  he  wedded  Caroline  Cossett,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Coulter.  Five  children  were  bom  to  this 
marriage,  viz.:  Juliet  Achsah  married  Milton 
Glenn  or  Grant,  and  lived  in  Venango  county 
until  her  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years ; 
Cyrus  C.  is  a  Presbyterian  minister,  now  sta- 
tioned at  Hollidays  Cove.  W.  Va. :  Martha 
Ann.  Mrs.  John  Williams,  lives  near  Grove 
City,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa. ;  Sarah  Caroline,  widow 
of  Dr.  McMichael,  lives  with  her  sister 
Martha;  William  Elliott,  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, is  at  New  Cumberland.  West  Virginia. 

Joshua  Coleman  Allen  was  born  Aug.  6, 
1838,  on  the  farm  where  his  grandfather 
settled  in  1813,  and  was  reared  there.  He 
bought  the  place,  which  contains  142  acres,  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  it  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  James  W. 
Until  twenty-eight  years  old  Joshua  C.  Allen 
remained  with  his  parents,  obtaining  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools  and  assisting  with 
the  agricultural  work.  Then  he  was  married, 
to  Samira  McMullen,  of  Irwin  township, 
daughter  of  John  McMullen,  who  lived  about 
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a  mile  from  the  Aliens,  and  they  set  up  house- 
keeping at  the  present  home  of  their  son 
Charles  C.  Allen,  Mr.  Allen  owning  eighty-five 
acres  at  that  location,  which  is  on  the  Pitts- 
burgh pike,  thirteen  miles  southwest  of  Frank- 
lin. In  1870  he  erected  the  substantial  resi- 
dence which  is  still  standing  there,  he  and  his 
wife  spending  the  remainder  of  their  days  on 
this  property.  Mr.  Allen  improved  the  place 
steadily  throughout  his  active  years,  and  also 
took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  in  any  form.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Mount  Irwin 
cemetery  and  served  as  a  director  all  his  life, 
and  like  his  father  he  was  an  active  member 
and  elder  of  the  Amity  Presbyterian  Church. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican.  His  death 
occurred  Feb.  24,  191 1,  his  wife,  who  was 
three  years  his  junior,  surviving  until  Sept.  22, 
1914.  Of  their  four  children,  the  eldest  son, 
Joseph  Elliott,  died  in  Ohio  when  thirty  years 
old ;  Carrie  is  living  at  the  home  place ;  James 
W.  is  on  the  old  Allen  homestead  in  Irwin 
township;  Charles  Coleman  completes  the 
family. 

Charles  C.  Allen  was  born  July  23,  1880,  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  where  all  his 
life  has  been  passed.  He  had  excellent  school 
advantages  in  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
equally  good  training  for  the  practical  duties 
of  life,  which  has  made  him  one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  his  locality.  He  has  continued  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm  along  modem  lines,  arid 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
his  township,  upholding  a  good  name  worthily 
by  his  industry  and  good  citizenship.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  a  member  of  Amity  Presby- 
terian Church,  as  his  ancestors  for  two  genera- 
tions before  him  have  been. 

On  Feb.  3,  1910,  Mr.  Allen  was  married  to 
Edith  Blair,  who  was  brought  up  in  Victory 
township,  this  county,  daughter  of  Marion  and 
Amanda  Blair,  farming  people  there.  She  died 
July  10,  191 1,  the  mother  of  one  child,  Marion 
Claude,  who  was  born  Jan;  25.  191 1.  On  June 
^2.  1918,  Mr.  Allen  married  (second)  Hertha 
Bell,  of  Rockland  township,  this  county. 

RUEL  E.  MOHNKERN,  of  Oil  City,  is 
making  a  reputation  as  an  energetic  business 
man  which  accords  very  well  with  the  record 
which  his  immediate  ancestors  have  to  their 
credit  as  useful  citizens  of  their  generation  in 
this  section,  the  family  having  been  established 
in  Venango  county  almost  eighty-five  years 
ago  by  his  grandfather,  Henry  Mohnkem.  His 
father,  Daniel  L.  Mohnkem,  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  Oil  City. 

Henry  Mohnkern  came  from  Hanover,  Ger- 


many, and  was  thirty-three  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  arrival  in  this  country,  in  1833. 
After  a  brief  residence  near  Altoona,  Pa.,  he 
came  to  this  section  in  1835,  settling  at  Rock- 
mere,  this  county,  where  he  spent  a  few  years, 
engaged  at  his  trade  of  carpenter.  Moving 
thence  to  Black  Forge,  he  was  employed  at  the 
furnace  there,  constructing  the  big  bellows  for 
the  forge,  subsequently  lived  for  two  years  in 
Butler  county  and  a  short  time  in  Clarion  coun- 
ty, and  in  1863  came  to  Oil  City,  which  was 
then  known  as  Siverly  and  was  all  woodland 
in  the  part  where  he  located.  As  a  pioneer 
mechanic  he  found  plenty  of  work  at  his  trade, 
building  many  houses  in  Oil  City,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
Bethel  M.  E.  Church  and  one  of  the  organizers 
of  that  congregation,  in  whose  work  he  always 
took  an  active  interest,  doing  his  share  to 
maintain  the  church  and  promote  its  enter- 
prises. He  married  Marj^  Winger,  a  native  of 
Westmoreland  county,  who  died  when  sixty- 
five  years  old,  and  the  following  children  were 
born  to  them :  Margaret,  who  became  the  wife 
of  George  Krug,  of  Oil  City ;  Daniel  L. ;  John, 
deceased,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  Company  C,  67th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment;  Jacob  M.,  deceased;  Nettie,  wife 
of  Charles  Rome ;  George  A.,  a  resident  of 
Cranberry  township;  and  Elizabeth  Jane, 
wido\C  of  Elias  Culbertson,  of  Oil  City. 

Daniel  L.  Mohnkem  was  born  July  8.  1840, 
at  Rockmere  or  Horse  Creek  Furnace,  Venango 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  had  a  practical  training  in  his 
youth,  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  at  an 
early  age.  He  followed  it  for  about  twenty 
years,  and  for  twenty-three  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  during 
which  time  he  did  considerable  construction 
work,  at  times  having  charge  of  as  many  as 
five  hundred  men.  He  had  supervision  of  the 
construction  work  when  the  refinery  at  Whit- 
ing, Ind.,  was  built.  For  a  few  years  aftfer 
leaving  the  Standard  Oil  Company  Mr.  Mohn- 
kern was  in  the  West,  and  he  has  since  lived 
retired  at  Oil  City.  He  buiU  the  foundation 
of  the  new  Bethel  Church  at  Siverly  (now  a 
part  of  Oil  City),  with  which  three  generations 
of  the  family  have  been  associated.  Mr.  Mohn- 
kern married  Rebecca  Freeman,  daughter  of 
Adam  Freeman,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
large  family,  namely:  Archie;  Westalice,  wife 
of  Isaac  Story:  Matilda,  wife  of  Thomas 
Maul :  Henry,  who  died  in  1886,  when  twenty- 
four  years  old:  Charles;  Ida,  wife  of  H.  C. 
Beal :  Daniel  Lewis ;  Richard  F. ;  Ruel  E.,  and 
Ray  M. 
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Ruel  E.  Mohnkem  was  born  Jan.  2^,  1879, 
at  Siverly,  which  borough  is  now  included  in 
Oil  City,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated, 
graduating  from  the  Siverly  high  school  in 
1897.  He  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship 
at  ornamental  woodworking,  being  engaged 
in  that  line  for  five  years,  and  meanwhile  add- 
ing to  his  acquirements  by  taking  a  correspond- 
ence course  in  mechanical  engineering.  In 
1901  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Oil  Well 
Supply  Company  at  Oil  City  as  a  draftsman, 
continuing  for  eight  years  in  that  capacity,  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years  as  chief  draftsman,  to 
which  position  he  was  advanced  on  his  merits. 
Then  he  was  further  promoted  to  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  manufacturing  depart- 
ment, in  October,  1916,  becoming  superintend- 
ent of  that  department,  which  has  made  an  ex- 
cellent showing  under  his  charge.  Mr.  Mohn- 
kem has  risen  by  his  own  efforts,  and  deserves 
his  success,  which  has  been  gained  by  hard 
work  and  close  application  to  his  duties.  His 
conscientious  attention  to  his  responsibilities 
has  won  him  the  respect  of  his  employers  and 
co-workers,  as  well  as  the  substantial  rewards 
of  industry  and  ability.  He  is  interested  in  his 
community  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
general  welfare,  and  before  the  borough  of 
Siverly  was  incorporated  with  Oil  City  became 
a  member  of  the  council,  performing  his  duties 
faithfully  and  ably.  He  filled  that  position  for 
five  years,  occupying  it  at  the  time  the  two 
boroughs  were  amalgamated.  Fraternally  he 
affiliates  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  his  religious 
connection  is  with  Bethel  M.  E.  Church. 

Mr.  Mohnkem  was  married  to  Abbie  Brock- 
way,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  Brockway,  of 
Siverly,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  sons, 
namely:  Irvin,  Kenneth  and  Lesley. 

JACOB  M.  TRACY,  of  Cherrytree  town- 
ship, owns  a  valuable  tract  located  on  the 
Dempseytown  road,  and  he  is  now  carrying  on 
the  oil  operations  there  himself,  though  most  of 
the  development  work  was  done  by  lessees. 
Mr.  Tracy  has  spent  his  life  in  that  township, 
where  he  was  bom  May  14,  1856,  son  of  James 
Morris  and  Margaret  (Otto)  Tracy. 

James  Morris  Tracy  came  to  this  section 
from  New  York,  and  in  Venango  county  mar- 
ried Margaret  Otto,  a  native  of  Center  county, 
Pa.,  who  was  brought  here  in  childhood  by  an 
aunt.  For  several  years  Mr.  Tracy  lived  on  a 
rented  farm  in  Cherrytree  township,  and  there 
enlisted  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  in 
which  he  served  nearly  a  year.  He  and  his 
wife  died  in  the  township  in  advanced  age. 
We  have  the  following  record  of  their  family 


of  ten  children:  William  C.  is  a  resident  of 
Titusville,  Pa. ;  James,  now  a  resident  of  Cali- 
fornia, has  been  engaged  in  oil  production  for 
years;  Jacob  M.  is  mentioned  below;  Lorenzo 
was  a  resident  of  Cherrytree  township  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years ;  Emanuel 
and  John  are  residents  of  Cherrytree  township ; 
Lydia,  wife  of  S.  A.  Wise,  of  Crawford  county, 
died  in  February,  1916;  Laura  is  the  wife  of 
Don  W.  Ownes,  of  California. 

Jacob  M.  Tracy  had  ordinary  advantages  for 
education  in  his  youth,  and  began  real  work  as 
soon  as  possible,  having  been  self-reliant  and 
enterprising  always.  He  obtained  ten  acres  of 
his  present  property,  which  is  situated  seven 
miles  southwest  of  Titusville  and  twelve  miles 
north  of  Franklin,  as  pay  for  building  a  bam. 
It  was  in  the  woods  at  that  time,  but  it  looked 
sufficiently  promising,  so  he  purchased  another 
thirteen  acres  adjoining  and  settled  there,  start- 
ing the  work  of  clearing  and  putting  in  crops 
as  fast  as  the  ground  was  ready  for  them. 
Mr.  Moser,  of  Butler,  had  the  lease  there  and 
sank  three  or  four  wells,  but  sold  the  lease  to 
W.  D.  Stevenson,  of  Franklin,  who  held  it  until 
four  years  ago,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to 
Brundred  Brothers,  the  present  operators. 
There  are  nine  wells  on  this  property,  with 
seven  producing.  By  well  directed  industry 
and  management  Mr.  Tracy  has  made  both 
farming  and  oil  operations  profitable,  his  land 
yielding  an  excellent  income.  He  has  also 
found  time  for  efficient  cooperation  in  local 
matters  of  general  interest,  being  a  valued 
member  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church  at 
Hamilton  Comers,  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  his  home,  and  one  of  the  trustees.  Mr. 
Tracy  always  supports  the  Prohibition  party 
at  the  polls,  believing  the  triumph  of  its  prin- 
ciples important  to  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Tracy  married  Florence  Neely,  who  was 
bom  in  1869  in  Carthage,  111.,  daughter  of  A. 
J.  Neely,  of  Cherrytree  township,  where  she 
grew  up.  Of  the  children  born  to  this  union 
thrte  survive:  Lyda  Belle,  now  the  wife  of 
James  Carter,  living  a  mile  from  her  parents  in 
Cherrytree  township:  Hazel,  living  at  home; 
and  Vera,  who  graduated  from  the  Dempsey- 
town high  school  in  1918. 

JOHN  ADDISON  MONTGOMERY  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Sandy  Creek  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  owns  and  operates  a 
fine  farm  upon  which  he  has  made  his  home 
since  1893.  It  is  in  the  oil  belt  on  Bully  Hill, 
long  famous  for  its  large  yields,  but  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery has  left  the  oil  production  on  his  land 
to  others,  giving  his  attention  to  agriculture. 
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He  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying,  owning  fine 
stock,  and  delivers  his  milk  in  Franklin. 

Mr.  Montgomery  belongs  to  an  old  family 
of  Protestant  Irish  stock,  his  grandfather, 
Robert  Montgomery,  having  been  a  native  of 
Ireland,  where  they  had  to  fight  for  their  re- 
ligion in  the  days  of  persecution.  He  was  a 
nephew  of  Richard  M.  Montgomery,  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame,  whose  brothers  were  killed  in 
religious  warfare.  John  Addison  Montgomery 
is  a  son  of  Matthew  Davidson  Montgomery. 
and  the  record  of  his  father  and  grandfather 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  in  the  sketch 
of  his  brother  Samuel  S.  Montgomery. 

John  Addison  Montgomery  was  bom  Sept. 
21,  1862,  in  Irwin  township,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  was  trained  to  farm 
duties,  but  during  ten  years  of  his  early  man- 
hood he  worked  as  a  pumper  in  the  oil  field. 
He  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was  thirty 
years  old,  in  1893  removing  to  Sandy  Creek 
township  and  settling  on  his  present  farm, 
formerly  the  L.  F.  Boals  place,  which  com- 
prises 160  acres.  His  son  Fred  R.  Mont- 
gomery has  the  lOO-acre  tract  adjoining.  A 
fine  home  stood  on  the  tract  when  it  came  into 
Mr.  Montgomery's  possession,  but  it  was 
burned  down  nine  years  ago  and  he  subse- 
quently built  his  present  residence,  having  a 
substantial,  comfortable  house  in  thorough 
keeping  with  the  surroundings,  which  indicate 
thrift  on  every  hand.  He  has  prospered  as  a 
general  farmer,  and  during  the  last  sixteen 
years  has  been  dairying,  keeping  over  twenty 
cows,  grade  Holsteins  which  have  proved  very 
profitable  as  milkers.  He  disposes  of  the  prod- 
uct in  Franklin.  Mr.  Montgomery  has  the  oil 
rights  on  his  land  leased,  and  there  are  now 
twenty  producing  wells  on  the  property,  which 
yield  a  steady  income.  The  farm  lies  three 
miles  south  of  Franklin. 

Like  his  father  Mr.  Montgomery  supports 
the  Democratic  party,  and  he  takes  a  live  inter- 
est in  politics  and  other  public  matters.  He 
has  served  his  township  as  road  commissioner, 
member  of  the  school  board,  judge  of  elections 
and  in  other  minor  positions,  but  has  refused 
the  responsibilities  of  higher  office,  though  he 
IS  always  willing  to  give  his  assistance  toward 
securing  good  government. 

When  twepty-four  years  old  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery married  Sarah  E.  Myers,  of  Irwin 
township,  a  sister  of  Elias  Myers,  mention  of 
whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
They  have  had  the  following  family:  Mary 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Judson,  and  is  liv- 
ing in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. ;  Fred  R.  married 
Hannah  Brown,  and  they  live  on  the  farm 


adjoining  his  father's,  which  is  also  oil  land; 
Reurick  Hawley  lived  at  home  until  he  joined 
the  United  States  army;  Pearl  Myers  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  at  Rocky  Grove 
and  is  now  teaching  in  Sandy  Creek  township^ 
at  Congress  Mill  No.  3 ;  Jay  Paul  died  in  child- 
hood; Basil  Addison  and  Cornelia  LeGrand 
complete  the  family.  The  Montgomerys  were 
associated  with  the  Pleasant  Grove  M.  E. 
Church  until  it  was  abandoned,  and  they  have 
since  been  attending  the  Church  of  God. 

LEWIS  MANLEY  WATSON  bears  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  capable 
young  business  men  engaged  in  oil  production 
in  Oil  Creek  township,  and  he  is  probably  even 
better  known  in  his  musical  associations,  to 
which  he  has  devoted  most  of  his  leisure  for 
years.  He  and  his  brother  are  operating  a 
valuable  lease,  with  whose  development  their 
father  was  occupied  for  a  number  of  years 
before  his  death. 

James  and  Susan  (McConnell)  Watson, 
grandparents  of  Lewis  Manley  Watson,  were 
early  residents  of  northern  Venango  county, 
but  spent  the  latter  part  of  their  lives  in  Craw- 
ford county.  Their  son  Robert  Watson  was 
bom  April  4,  1845,  *"  Oil  Creek  township, 
Venango  county,  five  miles  southeast  of  Titus- 
ville.  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He 
continued  to  reside  here  after  the  removal  of 
his  parents  to  Crawford  county,  and  married 
a  girl  from  the  same  neighborhood,  his  union 
with  Delilah  Spangler  taking  place  Jan.  31, 
1866.  Her  parents,  George  W.  and  Rebecca 
(Casper)  Spangler,  lived  in  the  old  homestead 
at  Jerusalem  Corners  (two  mile?  west  of  Pleas- 
antville),  and  her  grandfather,  John  Spangler, 
had  settled  about  1830  in  Cherrytree  township, 
this  county,  some  twelve  miles  farther  west. 
He  died  there.  It  was  in  1863  that  George  W. 
Spangler  settled  at  Jerusalem  Corners,  on  the 
property  where  his  son  Marion  now  lives, 
clearing  most  of  the  place  himself  and  erecting 
the  present  residence  thereon  in  1873.  There 
is  a  barn  on  the  tract  doubtless  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Mr.  Spangler  was  a  carpenter 
as  well  as  farmer,  and  his  services  were  espe- 
cially in  demand  as  a  bam  builder,  the  reason 
for  which  is  evident  in  the  appearance  of  the 
substantial  and  workmanlike  structures  of  his 
erection  still  in  use  in  this  section.  He  was  an 
ardent  member  of  the  United  Brethren  de- 
nomination, and  donated  a  site  for  the  church 
from  his  land,  as  well  as  a  plot  for  the  ceme- 
tery. He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being 
Salinda    Renninger.   daughter   of   John    Ren- 
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ninger,  of  Oakland  township,  this  county.  She 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-one. 

Robert  Watson  spent  much  of  his  business 
life  as  a  pumper  in  the  oil  fields,  and  in  that 
capacity  he  came  in  1893  to  the  lease  in  Oil 
Creek  township  now  operated  by  his  sons,  a 
part  of  the  John  Tallman  farm.  He  himself 
never  owned  any  interest  there,  but  pumped 
the  wells  on  that  farm  for  H.  J.  Rowe,  of 
Titusville,  until  about  a  year  before  his  death, 
when  his  sons  O.  H.  and  L.  M.  Watson  took 
up  the  work.  They  acquired  the  oil  rights 
after  their  father's  death  and  recently  pur- 
chased the  property.  It  lies  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Shamburg  field,  lying  a  mile 
south  of  the  defunct  village  of  Shamburg  once 
the  site  of  great  oil  activities,  and  here  he  con- 
tinued in  the  production  of  oil  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  12,  1907.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  namely: 
Melvina  L."  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  A.  Voorus, 
of  Oil  Creek  township,  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work ;  Samuel  is  now  in  the  Oklahoma 
oil  fields;  Delbert  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four  years,  was  an  oil  pumper  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  for  the  last  eight  years 
in  West  Virginia;  Oliver  Herman  assists  his 
brother  in  the  care  of  the  lease ;  Linnie  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  George  Shaw,  of  Pleasant- 
ville;  Lewis  Manley  completes  the  family. 
Oliver  Herman  Watson,  now  forty-two  years 
old,  has  been  totally  blind  from  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  but  as  is  often  the  case  his 
other  faculties  are  particularly  keen,  and  in 
spite  of  his  affliction  he  has  been  able  to  render 
valuable  assistance  to  his  brothers  in  their 
operations.  He  is  well  read,  and  keeps  abreast 
of  the  times  in  all  matters  of  general  interest. 
He  is  just  as  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
development  and  operation  of  oil  property  as 
his  brother  L.  M.  Watson,  but  owing  to  his 
affliction  is  unable  to  work  out  his  knowledge 
unaided.  He  is  also  a  broommaker.  having 
learned  the  trade  in  Philadelphia  in  the  school 
for  the  blind  there,  but  owing  to  the  high  price 
of  material  and  factory  competition  he  does 
not  follow  this  business,  as  he  would  have  to 
operate  at  a  loss. 

Lewis  Manley  Watson  was  bom  at  Sham- 
burg in  northern  Venango  county  June  11, 
1891,  and  has  spent  his  life  working  with  his 
father  and  brothers.  He  had  ordinary  com- 
mon school  advantages,  but  he  began  to  make 
himself  useful  around  the  oil  wells  at  an  early 
age,  mastering  thoroughly  the  necessary  details 
concerning  the  care  and  operation  of  oil  prop- 
erty, so  that  he  is  considered  an  expert  in 
every  branch  of  the  work.     The  death  of  his 


father  threw  heavy  responsibilities  upon  him, 
but  he  has  measured  up  to  them  fully,  the  pro- 
duction on  the  property  having  never  been  al- 
lowed to  slacken  through  negligence  or  lack 
of  enterprise.  There  are  sixteen  producing 
wells  now  upon  the  lease,  which  has  proved  one 
of  the  most  productive  in  the  Shamburg  terri- 
tory, and  the  revenue  has  been  kept  constantly 
on  the  increase  through  his  up-to-date  methods. 
Mr.  Watson  has  been  a  hard  worker,  but  no 
excess  of  obligations  has  ever  served  to  dampen 
his  love  for  music,  and  he  sacrificed  much  of 
his  time  out  of  business  hours  to  become  a 
competent  performer.  He  sought  the  best  pos- 
sible instruction  on  the  comet,  and  made  such 
good  use  of  his  opportunities  that  for  several 
years  past  he  has  been  the  leader  of  the  cornet 
band  of  Pleasantville,  which  boasts  twenty-five 
members  and  considerable  talent,  the  organiza- 
tion having  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  up-to- 
date  musical  body.  Being  equally  skillful  as  a 
violinist,  Mr.  Watson  has  also  a  string 
orchestra,  recruited  from  the  band,  and  which 
in  its  line  is  just  as  popular.  For  outdoor 
recreation  he  wants  nothing  better  than  the 
streams  and  woods.  He  holds  membership  in 
Seneca  Lodge,  No.  519,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  of  Pleas- 
antville, and  in  the  local  Grange.  Personally 
Mr:  Watson  is  much  respected  for  his  exem- 
plary character  as  well  as  the  industry  through 
which  he  has  acquired  bis  substantial  standing. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  McFADDEN  has 
spent  practically  all  his  life  on  the  farm  which 
he  now  operates  in  Irwin  township,  and  he  be- 
longs to  a  family  of  old  standing  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Venango  county,  being  a  son  of  Daniel 
McFadden  and  a  grandson  of  John  McFad- 
den.  ' 

The*  McFaddens  are  of  Irish  extraction,  and 
their  first  ancestor  in  this  country,  Edward 
McFadden,  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  On  com- 
ing to  America  he  settled  in  Luzerne  county, 
Pa.,  for  a  time,  removing  to  Irwin  township, 
Venango  county,  shortly  before  the  year  1800, 
and  locating  upon  land  later  owned  by  the  de- 
scendants of  Maj.  John  Phipps.  His  children 
were :  William,  John,  Michael,  Charlcfe,  Sarah 
and  Mary. 

John  McFadden,  grandfather  of  John 
Franklin  McFadden,  was  born  in  the  United 
States.  He  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  of 
150  acres  in  Irwin  township,  which  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  his  descendants,  his  son  Philip 
Ghost  McFadden  owning  eighty  acres,  and  the 
old  homestead  portion  going  to  his  daughter 
Marjoric,  Mrs.  James  Farren,  whose  daughter 
Jane  married  Orville  Ghost,  the  present  owner 
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thereof.  John  McFadden  and  his  wife  Bar- 
bara (Hoffman)  lived  and  died  on  this  place, 
he  dyin^  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  she 
when  eighty-seven  years  old.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Hoffman  and  in  the  ma- 
ternal line  related  to  the  Ghost  family,  both  the 
Hoffmans  and  Ghosts  being  early  settlers  in 
this  section.  John  and  Barbara  (Hoffman) 
McFadden  had  children  as  follows:  James, 
Michael,  John,  Daniel,  Philip  Ghost,  Perry, 
Jacob,  Carlile,  Sarah  (Mrs.  John  Leighter), 
Mary  (Mrs.  Jackson  Morrow),  and  Marjorie 
(Mrs.  James  Farren).  All  this  family  are  now 
deceased  with  the  exception  of  Philip  G.  and 
Carlile,  the  former  still  living  on  his  part  of 
the  old  farm  in  Irwin  township,  and  the  latter 
at  Barkeyville;  the  daughters'  husbands  are 
also  deceased. 

Daniel  McFadden  was  a  prominent  man  of 
his  day  in  Irwin  township,  where  he  settled 
when  his  son  John  Franklin  McFadden  was  a 
year  and  a  half  old,  from  that  time  until  his 
death  making  his  home  on  the  farm  which  the 
latter  now  owns.  Then  as  now  the  property 
comprised  sixty-five  acres  of  good  land,  most 
of  which  he  cleared,  and  which  he  improved 
greatly  during  the  twenty-odd  years  of  his 
ownership,  building  the  barn  which  is  still  in 
use.  In  his  day  there  was  only  a  log  dwelling 
on  the  place,  the  present  house  having  been 
erected  by  John  F.  McFadden  about  1879. 
Daniel  McFadden  was  a  skilled  rhechanic  as 
well  as  a  capable  farmer,  having  learned  the 
trade  of  wagonmaker,  and  established  a  shop 
on  his  farm.  For  some  years  he  also  operated 
a  sawmill  which  stood  on  the  place  when  he 
bought  it,  and  he  was  often  called  upon  to 
make  coffins.  He  held  the  offices  of  constable 
and  justice  of  the  peace,  continuing  to  serve 
in  the  latter  capacity  until  his  death,  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  opinions,  and  in  re- 
ligion associated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
denomination,  teing  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Peter's  (Thapel.  He  died  in  1876, 
at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  and  is  buried 
at  Clintonville.  Mr.  McFadden  married  Bar- 
bara Hovis,  daughter  of  George  Hovis,  who 
was  the  fourth  son  of  John  Hovis,  mention  of 
this  family  appiearing  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Mrs.  McFadden  continued  to  reside  on  the 
farm  until  her  death,  in  1892,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  Five  sons  and  three 
daughters  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
McFadden:  John  Franklin;  Susanna,  widow 
of  W.  F.  Surrena,  livingr  on  Pone  Hill ;  Sarah, 
who  married  Fleet  Hoffman  and  died  when  a 
young  woman :  James,  who  is  engagfed  in  farm- 
ing and  the  production  of  coal  in  Butler  coun- 


ty; Perry,  who  is  similarly  employed  there; 
Caroline,  wife  of  Lincoln  Walter,  living  on 
Pone  Hill ;  Henr>%  of  Irwin  township,  \  enango 
county;  and  Thomas,  who  married  Mary 
Myers  and  lives  on  part  of  the  farm  of  her 
father,  the  late  Elias  Myers,  in  Irwin  township, 
following  farming  and  engaging  in  the  pro- 
duction of  oil,  as  well  as  contracting  in  the  oil 
fields. 

John  Franklin  McFadden  was  bom  Sept. 
29,  1853,  in  Clinton  township,  whence  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  his  present  home 
when  a  year  and  a  half  old.  It  is  three  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  Clintonville.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  was  allowed  the  best  educational  ad- 
vantages that  the  neighborhood  afforded,  and 
he  was  thoroughly  prepared  to  earn  his  own 
living,  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  has  continued  to  fol- 
low as  opportunity  offered  in  connection  with 
his  agricultural  work.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  on  the  home  place,  after  his  father's 
death  takingcareof  all  the  obligations  and  car- 
ing for  his  mother^  and  the  property  is  now  his 
and  in  excellent  shape.  His  own  time  has  been 
given  entirely  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  ex- 
cept what  is  leased  for  oil  production,  there  be- 
ing fifteen  producing  wells  on  the  tract,  with 
room  for  more  and  good  prospects  of  further 
development.  These  wells  have  been  pumped 
twelve  years  with  a  good  average  yield.  Mr. 
McFadden  has  not  been  ambitious  for  office  or 
given  any  special  attention  to  public  affairs  be- 
yond that  of  an  interested  voter  anxious  to 
support  the  best  measures  for  government.  He 
is  a  Democrat  and  a  Methodist,  attending  the 
Peter's  (Thapel.  which  the  family  has  long  sup- 
ported. 

On  Oct.  12,  1905,  Mr.  McFadden  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  E.  Gilmore,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Catherine  (Walter)  Gilmore,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  the  latter  a  sister  of. 
Jacob  Hoffman  Walter,  whose  biography  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs. 
McFadden  was  reared  in  Butler  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McFadden  have  had  one  child,  Harry 
Daniel,  who  was  born  Oct.  2,  1906.  They  hold 
membership  in  the  Peter's  (Thapel  M.  E. 
Qiurch. 

PATRICK  H,  SHIELDS,  of  Oil  City,  has 
for  sixteen  years  devoted  his  energies  to  the 
insurance  field,  succeeding  to  a  marked  degree 
in  his  efforts  at  building  up  from  nothing  a 
lucrative  business  which  now  yields  hand- 
some returns  after  years  of  labor  and  sacrific- 
ing endeavor.  Mr.  Shields  has  a  personality 
well  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  his  chosen 
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line  of  work,  his  readiness  to  meet  men  under 
any  conditions  being  a  great  factor  in  the  se- 
curing of  business,  while  his  conscientious  and 
thorough  care  for  the  interests  of  his  clients, 
coupled  with  unvarying  courtesy  in  his  imme- 
diate relations  with  them,  has  retained  their 
patronage  and  won  him  friendly  esteem  as 
well. 

Mr.  Shields  is  a  native  of  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  where  he  was  reared.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  stone- 
cutter's trade  in  Belfast,  in  due  time  becoming 
a  journeyman  and  as  such  coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1882.  For  nearly  three  years  after 
his  arrival  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  New 
York  City  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  until  he  joined 
his  brother  Hugh  Shields  at  Oil  City,  Pa.,  the 
latter  having  embarked  in  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness there.  They  continued  in  that  line  for 
some  years,  Patrick  H.  Shields  eventually  buy- 
ing out  his  brother's  interest  and  tonducting 
the  business  alone,  buying  two  buildings  in  the 
same  block  which  became  known  as  the  Shields 
block.  Later  he  rented  the  place  to  his  brother, 
who  conducted  it  until  the  big  fire  which 
burned  the  entire  square  in  which  the  two 
buildings  were  located.  The  brother  lost  his 
wife  and  three  children  in  the  fire. 

At  the  time  that  he  rented  the  place  to  his 
brother,  as  just  mentioned,  Mr.  Shields  entered 
the  oil  business  as  a  producer,  being  so  engaged, 
for  about  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  embarked  in  the  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness, still  carrying  it  on.  That  he  made  no  mis- 
take in  the  choice  of  a  vocation  is  apparent  in 
the  li|[ht  of  the  substantial  financial  returns  it 
has  yielded  him,  sufficient  to  place  him  among 
the  solid  business  men  of  the  city.  His  Irish 
wit  and  agreeable  disposition  have  made  the 
soliciting  of  business  a  comparatively  easy  part 
of  his  work,  but  the  permanent  character  of  his 
patronage  and  its  steady  increase  in  volume 
depend  entirely  upon  his  scrupulous  solicitude 
for  the  protection  of  his  patrons  and  his  hon- 
orable dealings  with  them.  He  has  sold  gen- 
eral insurance,  now  representing  fifteen  of  the 
leading  companies,  though  he  started  with  but 
one,  the  old  Standard,  which  still  retains  a 
prominent  place.  He  made  a  modest  begin- 
ning, the  first  year's  business  scarcely  sufficing 
to  meet  expenses,  but  each  year  has  shown 
5froA\i:h,  until  now  over  three  thousand  policy- 
holders are  on  his  books.  The  losses  sustained 
throughout  his  career  in  the  insurance  line  have 
run  below  the  normal,  a  tribute  to  his  good 
judgrment  in  placing  business  with  proper  re- 
eard  for  the  interest  of  the  companies  which 
he  represents.     Besides  carr>'ing  on  the  ordi- 


nary lines,  Mr.  Shields  is  also  local  representa- 
tive for  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  has  a  handsome  percentage  of  the 
life  insurance  placed  in  Oil  City. 

With  full  faith  in  the  future  of  Oil  City, 
Mr.  Shields  early  began  to  invest  in  real  estate, 
now  owning  several  valuable  properties,  in- 
cluding the  Shields  block,  a  three-story  brick 
block  on  Center  street,  erected  in  1894.  He 
took  out  naturalization  papers  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  America  and  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  never 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics  or  other  public 
affairs,  being  rather  content  to  apply  himself 
unreservedly  to  the  line  which  has  proved  prof- 
itable as  well  as  agreeable.  Socially  he  is  well 
known  in  the  city,  as  a  member  of  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  Eagles  and  C.  M.  B.  A. 
Reared  a  Catholic,  he  and  his  family  are  com- 
municants of  St.  Joseph's  Church.  With  a 
long-deferred  desire  to  revisit  his  native  land, 
he  made  a  trip  to  Europe  in  1914,  visiting  not 
only  Ireland,  but  also  Scotland,  England, 
France  and  Germany,  having  been  at  Strass- 
burg  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  experi- 
enced the  difficulties  common  to  other  tourists 
who  happened  to  be  there  at  the  same  time. 
He  was  much  impressed  with  the  betterment 
of  conditions  in  Ireland,  especially  housing  fea- 
tures and  rebuilt  portions  of  Belfast  greatly  im- 
proved by  modem  changes. 

Mr.  Shields  married  Lizzie  L.  Quinn,  and 
they  have  a  family  of  four  children :  George  P. 
is  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  navy,  now  sta- 
tioned at  Port  au  Prince.  Haiti ;  Clyde  E..  for- 
merly foreman  of  a  department  in  the  Dodge 
Motor  Works  at  Detroit,  and  Willis  H.,  fore- 
man of  an  auto  supply  house,  also  at  Detroit, 
are  now  in  the  United  States  nav>\  stationed 
Pt  Great  Lakes  Training  Station,  just  north  of 
Chicago.    Aileen  is  at  home. 

GEORGE  R.  TIBBENS,  deceased,  was 
during  his  active  years  engaged  in  the  produc- 
tion of  oil  in  Sandy  Creek  township.  Venango 
county,  also  operating  in  the  local  fields  as  a 
drilling  xrontractor,  in  which  connection  he  be- 
came widely  known  for  his  skillful  work  and 
reliable  business  qualities.  He  had  a  prosper- 
ous career,  his  interests  thriving  under  his  in- 
dustrious management  and  strict  attention, 
which  gained  him  the  high  personal  regard  of 
all  who  had  dealing^s  with  him  as  well  as  the 
substantial  rewards  which  permitted  him 
leisure  in  his  later  life.  Mr.  Tibbens  was  a 
native  of  Franklin,  bom  in  1849,  son  of  John 
L.  Tibbens. 

John  L.  Tibbens  was  born  in  Center  county. 
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Pa.,  and  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  to 
Franklin.  He  had  learned  shoemaking,  and 
here  followed  that  trade  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Adam  Weber,  the  two  keeping 
shop  together.  Later  John  L.  Tibbens  bought 
a  farm  on  Bully  Hill,  Venango  county,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
many  years,  moving  thence  to  Erie  county. 
Pa.,  where  he  also  bought  a  farm.  After  a 
few  years  there  he  went  to  Findlay,  Ohio, 
where  he  spent  his  closing  days,  dying  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  married  Jane 
Smith,  whose  father,  David  Smith,  was  a  pio- 
neer of  East  Sandy,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  moving 
there  when  the  Indians  were  still  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  continuing  to  reside  there  for 
many  years ;  eventually  he  located  at  Franklin, 
where  he  died  when  over  ninety  years  old.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tibbens  had  children  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Charles,  John,  George  R., 
Louise  and  Emma.  Of  these,  Charles  Tibbens 
enlisted  for  service  during  the  Civil  war  in  the 
4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  taken  prisoner 
and  confined  at  Belle  Isle,  and  starved  to 
death. 

Cleorge  R.  Tibbens  remained  at  home  until 
sixteen  years  old,  spending  most  of  his  boy- 
hood on  the  farm.  His  educational  advantages 
were  limited  to  the  public  school  privileges 
then  available,  but  he  managed  to  secure  a 
training  adequate  for  practical  purposes,  and 
he  had  plenty  of  opportunity  to  acquire  self- 
reliance.  His  first  employment  when  he  left 
home  was  on  the  Foster  farm  in  Sandy  Creek 
township,  where  oil  developments  were  then 
being  prosecuted  vigorously,  and  he  remained 
there  for  the  next  six  years.  Then  he  had 
about  eight  years'  experience  in  the  oil  fields 
of  Butler^  county ,  whence  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Bully  Hill.  Subsequently  he  spent 
a  year  in  the  Ohio  oil  fields,  and  returning  to 
Bully  Hill  joined  his  brother-in-law,  W.  B. 
Gordon,  in  the  contracting  business,  drilling 
oil  wells,  in  the  local  territory  principally. 
Later  Mr.  Tibbens  leased  a  tract  in  Sandy 
creek  township  where  he  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  oil,  and  took  another  lease  as  soon 
as  prosperity  warranted,  operating  both  and 
also  continuing  to  take  drilling  contracts.  He 
followed  both  lines  for  some  fifteen  years, 
during  which  he  met  with  such  substantial 
success  that  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
he  was  able  to  withdraw  from  active  business, 
having  lived  retired  ever  after.  His  home  was 
at  No.  717  Liberty  street.  Franklin,  where  his 
widow  still  resides.  Though  a  loyal  citizen, 
and  thoroughly  alive  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  community,  he  did  not  mingle  in  public 
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affairs,  preferring  to  lead  a  quiet  life.  His 
death  occurred  Dec.  19,  1917,  and  he  is  buried 
in  Franklin  cemetery. 

Mr.  Tibbens  married  Maggie  A.  Gordon, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Gordon,  of  Bully  Hill, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely :  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Foster,  of 
Bully  Hill,  an  oil  producer,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work ;  Frederick  lives  in  Frank- 
lin ;  Ralph  W.  makes  his  home  in  Kansas ;  Dr. 
Clyde  E.  has  entered  the  medical  profession 
and  is  now  a  captain  in  the  Medical  Corps 
with  the  American  Army  in  France ;  Scott  lives 
in  Franklin. 

Clyde  E.  Tibbens,  M.  D.,  has  received  a 
thorough  literary  and  professional  education. 
He  took  his  college  course  at  Washington  and 
JeflFerson  College,  Washington,  Pa.,  and  his. 
medical  course  at  JeflFerson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1916,  subsequently  served  nine  months  as 
an  interne  at  the  Scranton  Hospital,  and  was 
an  interne  in  the  General  Hospital  at  Phila- 
delphia when  he  entered  the  United  States 
army  in  191 7.  He  joined  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps  as  a  lieutenant,  was  promoted  to  cap- 
tain, and  is  now  on  duty  in  France.  Dr.  Tib- 
bens was  captain  of  the  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson baseball  team  for  one  season,  and  was 
president  of  his  class  at  JeflFerson  Medical 
College,  enjoying  all  the  honors  of  a  popular 
collegian. 

WILLIAM  CARLISLE  FARREN,  one  of 
the  substantial  land  owners  of  Qinton  town- 
ship, has  be^n  engaged  most  of  his  life  in  the 
oil  business,  until  recently  holding  the  position 
of  pumper  for  the  Pine  Tree  Oil  Company, 
operating  on  the  Major  farm,  which  he  owns. 
The  Farren  family  has  been  settled  in  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania  for  several  generations,  his 
grandfather,  William  Farren,  having  been  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith  of  Butler  county.  He 
was  an  industrious  man,  respected  for  his 
honest  worth  and  useful  life.  The.  venerable 
John  Farren,  late  of  Oil  City,  was  his  brother. 

James  Farren,  son  of  William  Farren  and 
father  of  William  Carlisle  Farren.  was  reared 
on  the  family  homestead  in  Marion  township, 
Butler  county.  He  removed  to  Venango  coun- 
ty, becoming  an  oil  operator  in  the  Bullion 
field,  where  he  bought  a  lease  and  continued 
producing  for  fourteen  years.  Before  entering 
the  business  on  his  own  account  he  had  been 
employed  in  the  oil  fields  for  a  number  of  years 
and  acquired  thorough  familiarity  with  the 
tools  and  machinery  used.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment he  removed  to  a  place  adjoining  his  old 
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home,  and  there  he  died  in  191 7,  six  months 
and  three  days  after  the  death  of  his  wife. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Margerie  McFadden. 
They  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters: 
William  Carlisle ;  John  Franklin,  of  Pone  Hill, 
in  Irwin  township,  this  county;  Daniel  Har- 
rison, of  Annandale,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.;  Jennie, 
wife  of  O.  A.  Coast,  living  two  miles  west  of 
Clintonville,  on  the  old  McFadden  homestead ; 
and  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Zimmerman,  of  An- 
nandale, Pennsylvania. 

William  Carlisle  Farren  was  bom  Oct.  18, 
1869,  in  Marion  township,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  on 
the  farm  where  his  father  was  reared.  He  had 
ordinary  common  school  advantages,  and  his 
active  years  have  been  devoted  principally  to 
work  in  the  oil  fields.  Six  years  ago  he  took 
the  position  of  pumper  for  the  Pine  Tree  Oil 
Company,  operating  on  his  property,  the 
Major  farm,  a  tract  of  117  acres  in  Clinton 
township  formerly  owned  by  the  Majors,  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  and  which  has  proved  to  be 
valuable  oil  territory,  twenty-nine  wells  being 
in  operation  there  now,  producing  second  sand 
oil.  The  work  is  being  done  under  lease,  Mr. 
Farren  holding  only  the  surface  of  the  land, 
which  is  cultivated  and  in  good  condition.  He 
carried  on  farming  along  with  his  duties  as 
pumper,  giving  thorough  satisfaction  by  his 
reliable  and  intelligent  services,  which  were  ap- 
preciated by  his  employers  as  well  as  his  asso- 
ciates, and  has  become  well  and  favorably 
known  in  the  locality,  where  his  sterling  char- 
acter and  diligence  in  business  gained  him  the 
high  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  left  the 
farm  in  the  fall  of  1918,  having  taken  a  situa- 
tion as  engineer  with  the  Annandale  Coal  Com- 
pany, with  the  intention  of  following  this  work 
until  his  son's  return  from  France,  and  at  this 
writing  is  residing  at  Annandale  (post  office 
Boyers),  Butler  county.  * 

Mr.  Farren  married  Anna  McConnell,  of 
Marion  township,  Butler  county,  and  they  had 
two  children,  Elmer  and  Mary,  the  former  now 
serving  with  the  United  States  forces  in 
France.  Mrs.  Farren  died  ten  years  ago,  and 
her  sister,  Melissa  McConnell,  has  since  kept 
house  for  Mr.  Farren  and  his  family. 

GEORGE  A.  JORDAN,  late  of  Oil  Creek 
township,  was  a  citizen  of  high  character  and 
a  business  man  of  substantial  qualifications,  as 
the  steady  success  with  which  he  managed  his 
interests  attested.  By  competence  and  per- 
sistent labor  he  became  one  of  the  well-to-do 
residents  of  his  neighborhood,  where  he  was 
equally  respected  for  his  public-spirited  efforts 
in  behalf   of   all   movements    for  the  general 


good,  and  his  widow  occupies  the  same  envi- 
able position  in  the  good  will  and  esteem  of 
her  many  loyal  friends  there. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  born  Aug.  8,  1835,  near 
Mexico,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared 
in  that  county.  He  learned  the  trade  of  cocper 
and  found  plenty  of  demand  for  his  services 
wherever  he  went,  working  at  a  number  of 
places  before  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania — New 
York  City,  Richmond,  Va.,"and  in  mills  at 
Peoria  and  Galesburg,  111.  He  was  also  em- 
ployed at  Corry  and  Pittsfield,  Pa.,  in  the 
early  sixties  visiting  Pithole,  Venango  county, 
which  was  then  the  center  of  wild  oil  excite- 
ment, and  coopers  were  needed  to  make  barrels 
for  shipping  the  product.  The  accommoda- 
tions were  so  overstrained  that  dozens  of  men 
were  sleeping  on  the  floors  of  the  totally  inade- 
quate hotels.  Mr.  Jordan  took  work  at  Pe- 
troleum Center,  and  continued  to  follow  his 
trade  profitably  until  1875,  when  he  obtained 
a  tract  of  fifty-one  acres  in  the  vicinity  of 
Shamburg,  a  short  distance  from  the  place 
where  his  widow  lives,  and  turned  to  farming. 
His  wife's  health  becoming  impaired,  he  moved 
back  to  Pittsfield,  Pa.,  with  his  family,  living 
there  for  several  years,  until  Mrs.  Jordan's 
death  in  1885.  H^r  maiden  m^ne  was 
Catherine  Dalrymple  (daughter  of  O.  G.  Dal- 
rymple),  and  they  were  married  at  Pittsfield 
in  November,  1862,  three  children  surviving 
with  the  father,  viz.:  George,  formerly  en- 
gaged as  a  drilling  contractor,  now  a  plumber 
at  Muncie,  Ind. :  Frank,  who  took  up  a  home- 
stead in  Idaho,  but  for  some  years  has  been 
interested  in  mining  in  Montana;  and  Maud, 
wife  of  Frank  Clark,  of  Corry,  Pa.  Following 
Mrs.  Jordan's  decease  Mr.  Jordan  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  subsequcntlv  lived  and 
worked  in  the  Shamburg  neighborhood,  where 
he  was  well  and  favorably  known  for  his  ad- 
mirable personal  traits  as  well  as  his  industry. 
He  did  most  effective  work  in  the  matter  of 
securing  good  roads  in  his  locality,  much  of 
the  excellent  system  now  enjoyed  by  its  in- 
habitants being  the  result  of  his  intelligent  and 
unremitting  efforts.  With  his  wife  He  held 
membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ  a  mile 
distant  from  their  home,  at  what  was  formerly 
Black  Oil  Hill  later  East  Shamburg.  His 
death  occurred  May  2,  191 6. 

In  1888  Mr.  Jordan  married  (second)  Mrs. 
Sarah  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Gray,  widow  of  J. 
E.  Gray.  She  was  bom  at  Sangerville,  Maine, 
where  she  remained  until  five  years  after  her 
first  marriage,  in  1870  coming  with  her  hus- 
band to  Pennsylvania.  He  secured  an  oil  lease 
on  Pithole  creek,  two  miles  south  of  Pleasant 
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ville,  and  about  two  miles  east  of  her  present 
home,  and  operated  in  oil  there  successfully  for 
the  next  two  and  a  half  years.  Mr.  Gray  then 
bought  the  farm  where  she  now  resides,  the 
old  Tallman  farm  of  iii  acres,  which  was  the 
site  of  the  original  village  of  Shamburg  and 
owned  by  a  hundred  or  more  fortune  seekers 
in  the  days  when  oil  excitement  in  this  locality 
ran  high.  Only  two  or  three  shells  of  houses 
now  stand  to  mark  the  location  of  that  once 
important  oil  center,  which  in  its  prime  had  a 
population  of  three  or  four  thousand,  with 
several  stores,  bakeries,  a  bank,  hotel,  etc.  A 
fire  had  wiped  out  nearly  all  the  buildings  some 
years  previous  to  the  purchase  of  the  property 
by  Mr.  Gray,  who  had  managed  to  secure  con- 
trol of  about  half  the  interests  in  it  by  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1873.  His  widow  took  up  the 
task  of  obtaining  the  remainder,  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  so  doing,  by  persistent  economy  and 
undeviating  attention  to  her  interests  eventually 
becoming  the  owner  of  a  very  desirable  farm. 
Mrs.  Jordan  has  shown  tact  and  sound  judg- 
ment in  the  management  of  her  business  affairs, 
as  well  as  the  capacity  for  industry  necessary 
to  their  successful  development.  She  estab- 
lished a  grocery  store,  and  though  her  capital 
was  limited  determined  to  carry  out  the  plans 
Mr.  Gray  had  made  if  possible.  The  sinking 
of  six  wells  left  her  four  thousand  dollars  in 
debt,  which  would  have  wiped  out  her  equity 
in  the  land  had  the  production  failed,  which 
it  did  not.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  suffi- 
ciently good  to  afford  working  capital  for  more 
wells,  enabling  her  to  purchase  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  tract.  Though  the  present  yield 
of  oil  from  the  land  does  not  approximate  its 
early  production  it  has  continued  to  be  a  pay- 
ing property,  one  of  the  typical  tracts  in  a 
profitable  territory.  Mrs.  Jordan  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Dunham,  Hampton  &  Company, 
who  have  a  lease  on  part  of  her  farm,  and  she 
also  draws  royalties  from  the  production  on 
the  remainder.  She  has  been  thoroughly  pub- 
lic-spirited and  enterprising  in  all  that  con- 
cerns the  advancement  of  the  township.  Like 
Mr.  Jordan  she  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  they 
attended  President  Cleveland's  second  inaugu- 
ration in  1893.  ^  ^^w  months  later  Mrs. 
Jordan  was  appointed  postmistress  at  this 
point,  when  Shamburg  superseded  the  old  post 
office  of  Middletown,  and  she  continued  to  fill 
the  office  until  two  years  before  the  service 
was  changed  to  rural  free  delivery,  for  which 
she  had  been  a  persistent  worker,  understand- 
ing fully  the  advantages  the  new  system  would 
bring  to  the  neighborhood. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  had  no  children,  but 
they  reared  his  nephew,  Frank  Gray,  who 
lived  with  them  from  the  age  of  ten  years, 
giving  him  the  care  and  affection  they  would 
have  bestowed  on  a  child  of  their  own.  He 
took  the  high  school  course  and  later  attended 
Oil  City  business  college,  being  well  prepared 
for  business  life,  which  he  has  followed  suc- 
cessfully, being  in  the  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance line  at  Oxnard,  Cal.  Mrs.  Jordan  also 
administered  the  estate  of  Mr.  Jordan,  settling 
it  in  the  interest  of  his  children,  and  wound  up 
his  affairs  with  characteristic  ability  and  dis* 
patch.  Her  natural  gifts  have  been  well  devel- 
oped by  her  unusu^  responsibilities,  for  she 
has  carried  them  well  and  at  the  same  time 
been  useful  in  the  life  of  the  ccwnmunity, 
promoting  worthy  enterprises  at  every  oppor- 
tunity. 

ROBERT  S.  CARSON  (deceased)  was  a 
lifelong  reside^it  of  Allegheny  township,  bom 
Oct.  28,  1833,  on  the  old  Carson  farm  there, 
part  of  which  passed  into  his  ownership,  his 
family  still  occupying  his  share  of  the  prop- 
erty. The  Carsons  are  of  old  and  honorable 
standing  in  that  township,  the  neighborhood 
where  they  settled,  some  four  miles  east  of 
Pleasantville,  having  long  been  known  as 
"Carsonville"  though  never  with  any  preten- 
sions as  a  town,  a  mile  or  so  of  the  road  pass- 
ing along  several  farms  owned  by  members  of 
the  family. 

James  Carson,  father  of  Robert  S.  Carson, 
was  bom  near  Belfast,  Ireland.  In  that  coun- 
try he  married  Maria  Shaw,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, who  had  come  to  Ireland  when  sixteen 
years  old,  and  the  young  couple  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1833  with  one  child.  They 
were  soon  established  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  their  son  Andrew  C.  Carson, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work,  an  older 
brother,  Joseph  Carson,  having  preceded  them 
hither  and  purchased  adjoining  farms  for  his 
brothers  James  and  John,  each  improving  his 
land  and  remaining  there  until  his  death.  John 
Carson  died  before  he  was  sixty  years  old, 
leaving  two  sons,  Joseph  A.  and  Daniel,  each 
of  whom  inherited  half  of  his  father's  estate; 
Daniel  died  leaving  no  children,  but  Joseph's 
son  John  and  daughter  Mary  still  reside  at  the 
old  farm.  There  were  four  brothers  in  all 
who  came  from  Ireland,  Daniel  soon  removing 
from  this  section  to  Indiana;  while  Joseph 
settled  two  and  a  half  miles  east,  in  what  is 
now  Forest  county,  where  his  posterity  are  still 
to  be  found.  James  Carson  cleared  off  a  large 
portion  of  the  timber  on  his  home  tract  and 
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continued  to  improve  the  property  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  there  in  1855,  when  he 
was  fifty-five  years  old.  His  wife  survived 
until  1872.  They  were  industrious,  thrifty 
people,  greatly  respected  among  their  neigh- 
bors, and  reared  a  creditable  family,  their 
children  being:  William  John,  who  lived  to 
the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  his  son  Samuel 
and  daughter  Mrs.  Elizabeth  White  still  living 
at  his  old  home ;  Robert  S.,  mentioned  below ; 
Mary  Jane,  Mrs.  Ruland,  who  died  at  Pines- 
ville,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  when  fifty-five  years  of 
age;  Joseph  A.,  who  removed  to  Kansas, 
where  he  died  when  seventy  years  old ;  Sarah, 
who  married  William  Scott  and  lives  in  Kan- 
sas; James  Johnson,  who  died  while  serving 
as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Maria, 
wife  of  Amos  CHi^er,  of  Tidioute,  Pa.;  An- 
drew C,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
and  LedJFord  McQellan,  who  lives  at  Tidioute. 

Robert  S.  Carson  was  bom  a  few  weeks 
after  his  parents  removed  to  the  farm  and 
spent  only  a  year  away  from  the  place  in  the 
course  of  his  long  life,  while  in  Ohio.  Its  im- 
provement and  cultivation  was  his  chief  inter- 
est, the  120  acres  which  constituted  his  prop- 
erty beine  converted  into  an  attractive  and 
valuable  farm  under  his  care,  and  all  of  the 
substantial  buildings  standing  there  now  were 
of  his  construction.  For  many  years,  however, 
he  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering, 
his  operations  in  that  business  taking  him  into 
various  parts  of  Venango  and  practically  all  of 
the  adjoining  counties,  Warren,  Forest,  Craw- 
ford and  Clarion.  His  income  was  consider- 
ably augmented  bv  the  oil  developments  upon 
his  home  place,  fourteen  profitable  wells  hav- 
ing been  sunk  there,  but  he  never  cared  to 
make  oil  investments  elsewhere,  though  the 
production  of  oil  was  carried  on  extensively 
in  his  immediate  neighborhood.  Like  other 
members  of  his  family  he  did  not  believe  in 
evading  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship,  and 
though  he  was  domestic  in  his  tastes  and  had 
no  aspirations  for  political  prominence  he 
served  very  capably  for  years  in  the  position 
of  school  director.  His  principles  were  those 
of  the  Democratic  party  on  national  questions. 
Of  sterling  character  and  upright,  useful  life, 
he  was  a  typical  representative  of  the  name 
he  bore. 

On  Dec.  10,  i86r,  Mr.  Carson  married  Ellen 
McQune,  who  was  bom  March  4,  1840,  in 
County  Down,  Ireland,  and  when  fourteen 
years  old  accompanied  her  parents  to  the 
United  States.  Of  the  children  bom  to  this 
marriage,  James  is  on  the  old  farm  and  has 
also  been  engaged  in  lumbering  to  some  ex- 


tent; Boyd  is  in  the  oil  fields  at  Okmulgee, 
Okla. ;  Jane  lives  at  home;  Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Stone,  a  carpenter,  of  Frank- 
lin, Pa.;  Robert  is  engaged  in  oil  work  at 
Neilltown,  Pa.;  Bertha,  who  lives  at  home, 
is  a  trained  nurse.  Mrs.  Carson  belongs  to  the 
United  Brethren  Church  half  a  mile  from  her 
home,  and  Mr.  Carson,  though  not  a  member, 
was  one  of  its  substantial  supporters.  His 
death  occurred  Oct.  28,  1899. 

John  and  Jane  (Boyd)  McClune,  Mrs.  Car- 
son's parents,  came  to  this  country,  as  already 
related,  when  she  was  fourteen  years  old. 
At  Philadelphia  they  became  interested  in 
northwestern  Pennsylvania  through  the  de- 
scriptions of  those  who  had  visited  this  sec- 
tion, where  cheap  land  could  be  had  and  na- 
ture's bounties  were  within  the  reach  of  all. 
They  came  by  stage  over  the  mountains,  and 
arriving  in  Venango  county  bought  ninetj' 
acres  two  miles  east  of  Pleasantville.  which 
Mr.  McClune  converted  into  a  valuable  farm 
and  desirable  home  place,  residing  there  until 
his  death  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
Mrs.  McClune  survived  him  twenty-seven 
years,  passing  away  in  1897  ^^  the  age  of 
ninety-one,  remarkably  well  preserved  to  the 
last  and  presenting  the  appearance  of  an  av- 
erage woman  twenty  years  her  junior.  She 
retained  both  physical  and  mental  faculties  to 
a  wonderful  degree,  her  general  robustness  be- 
ing quite  apparent  from  the  fact  that  she  had 
lost  but  one  of  her  teeth.  Of  her  ten  chil- 
dren but  two  survive,  Mrs.  Carson  and  Hugh, 
the  latter  a  resident  of  Iowa.  Mrs.  Carson 
gives  promise  of  equalling  her  mother  in 
vigor  and  longevity. 

JOHN  A.  PYLE  is  one  of  the  oil  operators 
in  the  famous  Bully  Hill  region  who  have  re- 
alized well  on  the  great  promise  revealed  in  the 
early  exploitation  of  that  field.  For  some- 
thing over  fifty  years  the  members  of  the  fam- 
ily have  been  among  the  flourishing  producers 
in  the  rich  fields  of  Sandy  Creek  township,  the 
brothers  Robert  J.  and  Erastus  C.  Pyle  having 
come  here  in  the  early  sixties.  The  former, 
who  was  the  father  of  John  A.  Pyle.  was  in- 
terested in  the  business  in  one  connection  or 
another  for  almost  fifty  years. 

Robert  J.  Pyle  was  bom  in  either  Clearfield 
or  JeflFerson  county,  Pa.,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  millwright.  As  such  he  came  to  this  terri- 
tory in  1863,  and  for  a  time  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Valley  Construction  Company.  But  he 
soon  turned  his  mechanical  skill  to  satisfying 
the  more  immediate  demands  of  drillers  anxi- 
ous to  begin  operations,  finding  plenty  of  call 
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for  his  services  as  a  rig  builder.  He  became 
so  engaged  on  Bully  Hill,  where  there  was 
then  as  now  great  activity,  and  he  also  fol- 
lowed drilling,  eventually,  like  most  of  the  am- 
bitious who  came  in  daily  contact  with  the 
work,  becoming  interested  as  a  producer.  Dur- 
ing the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  he  had 
wells  in  operation.  His  sons  did  the  drilling 
for  him,  and  he  had  an  average  yield  of  five 
barrels  a  day.  Mr.  Pyle  was  a  well  known 
man  in  Sandy  Creek  township  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  all  local  aflfairs.  He  served 
the  township  as  road  supervisor.  His  relig- 
ious connection  was  with  the  East  Grove  M. 
E.  Church. 

In  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  Mr.  Pyle  married 
Maria  E.  Anable,  a  native  of  England,  who 
died  Oct.  31,  1909,  he  dying  March  17,  1910, 
when  he  was  seventy-nine  years  old.  Of  their 
large  family  nine  reached  maturity,  namely: 
Mary  L.  married  Mr.  Murdock,  and  lived  for 
a  time  in  North  Dakota,  and  after  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Oregon,  she  married  Ed. 
Dunn,  of  Franklin,  Pa,,  whom  she  also  sur- 
vives ;  Tolo  married  George  Ream,  an  oil  man 
of  Sugar  Creek  township,  this  county,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years;  William  is  an 
oil  operator  on  Bully  Hill ;  Phebe  is  the  wife 
of  R.  G.  Dodds,  a  cooper,  of  Rocky  Grove, 
this  county;  Aletha  is  married  to  S.  C.  Mc- 
Cofuiell,  who  is  engaged  in  the  production  of 
oil  on  the  old  Pyle  farm;  John  .A.  is  men- 
tioned below ;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Boals, 
a  farmer  and  oil  operator  of  Sandy  Creek 
township,  living  at  East  Grove  Church  (he  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work)  ;  Frank  is 
an  oil  producer  on  Bully  Hill;  Harry  is  in 
business  as  an  oil  driller  at  Trunkeyville, 
Forest  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

John  A.  Pyle  was  born  Aug.  24,  1869,  on 
the  Gordon  farm  on  Bully  Hill,  and  had  the 
ordinary  school  advantages  afforded  by  the 
neighborhood  in  his  boyhood.  He  had  plenty 
of  practical  training,  especially  in  the  occupa- 
tion which  he  chose,  for  there  was  sufficient 
demand  among  the  operators  on  Bully  Hill  to 
give  him  opportunity  to  acquire  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  local  oil  lands  and  the  best 
methods  of  working  them.  During  ten  years 
of  his  early  manhood  he  was  associated  with 
his  father,  under  the  name  of  the  Pyle  Com- 
pany, meanwhile  operating  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  where  he  de- 
veloped a  five-barrel  yield,  but  he  sold  that 
interest  in  1905.  About  1895-96  he  formed  the 
partnership  with  his  brother  Frank  Pyle  and 
cousin  Charles  E.  Pyle  which  still  exists 
in   the   operation   of   one   lease   in   Venango 


county  and  others  in  Qarion  county  under 
the  style  of  Pyle  Brothers  &  C.  E.  Pyle. 
They  originally  leased  the  Will  Young 
farm  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  and  the 
production  on  their  present  lease  there  has 
reached  eight  barrels  a  day.  In  company 
with  Harry  Smith,  now  of  Florida,  they  are 
also  operating  on  Bully  Hill  (in  Sandy  Creek 
township)  on  the  Alphabet  Oil  Lease,  con- 
trolling one  of  the  best  leases  in  this  terri- 
tory, their  daily  production  running  between 
thirty  and  forty  barrels.  John  A.  Pyle  acts  as 
foreman  and  timekeeper  for  both  concerns, 
and  besides  giving  their  own  services  the  ac- 
tive partners  have  steady  employment  for  five 
men.  Because  of  his  comprehensive  under- 
standing of  the  industry  and  conditions  John 
A.  Pyle  has  been  a  valuable  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  properties  in  which  h^  is 
interested,  and  to  whose  advancement  he  has 
devoted  most  of  his  energies.  He  has  not 
given  much  time  to  outside  affairs,  though 
he  has  done  excellent  service  as  steward  of 
the  East  Grove  Church,  in  whose  work  he 
has  taken  an  active  part.  His  home,  one 
of  the  finest  on  Bully  Hill,  he  built  eight  years 
ago. 

When  twenty-four  years  old  Mr.  Pyle  was 
married  to  Mary  Dunn,  daughter  of  the  late 
Ed.  Dunn.  She  was  born  at  Plumer,  this 
county,  but  came  to  Bully  Hill  when  nine 
years  old,  her  father  settling  on  a  farm  here. 
Mr.  Ehinn  died  in  1901,  when  fifty-two  years 
old.  He  first  married  Mary  Philinda  Law,  of 
Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  Plimi- 
er  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  and  second 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Murdock.  Six  children  have 
been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pyle:  Helen  Marie, 
Jennie  Agnes,  Florence  Lida,  Gertrude  Isabel, 
Luella  Angie  and  Olive  May. 

JOHN  F.  CAFFREY,  merchant  and  oil  pro- 
ducer, has  been  associated  with  several  dif- 
ferent lines  of  business  since  settling  at  Oil 
City,  his  present  connections  being  with  the 
firm  of  Caffrcy  &  Bardsley,  clothiers  and  men's 
furnishers,  and  with  oil  and  gas  operations  in 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  As  former  pro- 
prietor of  the  ''Imperial  Hotel"  he  is  widely 
known,  for  he  was  as  successful  in  that  as  he 
has  been  in  his  more  recent  enterprises,  and  in 
all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  citizens  he  has 
retained  their  respect  and  confidence  by  his 
scrupulous  adherence  to  high  principles  of 
conduct. 

Mr.  Caffrey  is  a  native  of  New  York  State 
and  of  Irish  extraction,  his  father,  Bernard 
Caffrey,  having  been  bom  in  County  Cavan, 
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Ireland,  and  reared  in  that  country.  He  was 
sixteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  America, 
making  the  three  months'  voyage  to  New  York 
City  in  a  sailing  vessel.  For  a  few  years  he 
was  employed  in  the  flaxseed  oil  mill  of  a  Mr. 
Ingham,  at  Inghams  Hollow,  in  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  then  made  a  permanent 
home  in  Cortland  county,  that  State,  buying 
one  farm  of  107  acres  at  Freetown  Comers 
and  later  another  tract  of  106  acres  near  Texas 
Valley,  in  the  same  neighborhood,  operating 
both  as  long  as  his  sons  remained  at  home. 
When  they  left  he  sold  the  106-acre  farm,  mak- 
ing his  home  on  the  other  and  continuing  its 
cultivation  until  he  became  too  feeble  for  active 
labor,  upon  his  retirement  removing  to  Mara- 
thon, same  county.  He  lived  there  for  three 
years,  eventually  moving  to  Syracuse,  where 
he  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Stewart,  when  seventy-eight  years  old.  He 
was  an  excellent  business  man,  dealing  in  cat- 
tle, hay,  etc.,  while  engaged  in  acjricultural  pur- 
suits, and  had  a  prosperous  career.  Mr.  taf- 
frey  married  Mary  Riley,  like  himself  a  na- 
tive of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  whence  she 
came  to  America  a  year  or  two  later  than 
he  did,  and  she  survived  him,  passing  away  in 
1916,  when  eighty-five  years  old.  They  were 
members  of  St.  Stephen's  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  where  they  are 
buried.  Politically  Mr.  Caffrey  was  a  Demo- 
crat. Six  children  were  bom  to  this  couple: 
Lawrence  R.,  now  a  retired  resident  of  Oil 
City,  Pa.,  married  Maria  Dunn ;  Bernard  died 
when  fifteen  years  old ;  James  M.,  of  Fulton, 
N.  Y.,  married  Catherine  Fitten ;  -John  F.  is 
mentioned  below:  Mary  is  the  wife  of  P.  J. 
Book,  of  Fulton,  N.  Y. ;  Delia  married  M.  A. 
Stewart,  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 

John  F.  CaflFrey  was  bom  April  18,  1868, 
in  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  between  Freetown 
Comers  and  Texas  Valley,  and  lived  on  his 
father's  farm  there  up  to  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  meanwhile  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  local  public  schools.  In  his  young  man- 
hood he  was  variously  employed,  spending  one 
year  in  the  gardening  business  near  Riverhead, 
Long  Island,  and  a  short  time  at  the  trade  of 
gunsmith,  beginning  an  apprenticeship  to  that 
calling.  His  first  experience  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness was  obtained  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  L.  R. 
CaflFrey,  for  ten  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
period  he  removed  to  Oil  City  and  took  over 
the  "Imperial  Hotel"  on  his  own  account,  con- 
ducting it  for  fourteen  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  also  become  interested  in  the  gas 
business  in  Clarion  county  with  C.  H.  Weaver, 


as  member  of  the  Meter  Gas  Company  of 
Clarion,  and  for  some  time  he  owned  the  old 
Hayes  farm,  which  he  leased  to  Moyar  &  Low- 
ery,  to  whom  he  finally  sold  it  He  now  has 
an  interest  in  an  oil  lease  above  Cherrytree, 
Venango  county,  with  a  paying  production, 
and  in  a  gas  lease  at  Fryburg,  Clarion  county, 
having  devoted  his  time  since  he  withdrew 
from  the  hotel  business  to  the  management  of 
these  properties  and  to  the  fine  store  on  Seneca 
street  which  CaflFrey  &  Bardsley  carry  on.  The 
establishment  has  an  up-to-date  stock  of  men's 
wear,  selected  for  the  most  discriminating 
trade,  and  has  been  well  patronized  from  the 
start,  the  eflForts  of  this  firm  to  afford  cus- 
tomers a  wide  range  of  satisfactory  merchan- 
dise to  choose  from  receiving  the  substantial 
appreciation  they  deserve.  The  accommoda- 
tions and  service  in  this  modem  store  are  all 
that  could  be  desired.  Though  never  io  pub- 
lic life,  Mr.  CaflFrey  has  always  been  mindful 
of  the  obligations  of  good  citizenship,  and  he 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  B.  P.  O. 
Elks  Lodge.  No.  344,  and  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose  (Lodge  No.  78)  at  Oil  City.  In  polit- 
ical sentiment  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  CaflFrey  married  Josephine  C.  Crahan. 
who  was  bom  in  Oil  City  Nov.  19.  1882.  and 
they  have  had  four  children,  born  as  follows: 
John  Bernard.  Dec.  l8.  1910;  Irene  Elizabeth, 
March  24.  1912;  James  Peter,  July  2,  1913; 
and  William  Joseph,  April  23,  1915.  They  are 
members  of  St.  Joseph's  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  family  home  is  at  No.  47  East 
Bissell  avenue. 

Mrs.  CaflFrey  is  a  granddaughter  of  James 
Crahan.  who  came  to  this  country  from  Ire- 
land, and  who  died  at  Greenville,  Pa,,  when 
over  seventy  years  old.  He  is  buried  there, 
but  his  wife.  Mary  (McGuan),  who  died  when 
a  voune  woman,  is  interred  at  Olean.  N.  Y. 
Their  children  were:  Mary.  Margaret.  John 
and  Peter.  Peter  Crahan.  son  of  James,  was 
bom  June  13.  1847.  in  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
and  was  a  year  old  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  America,  the  voya^fe  being  made  in 
a  sailing  vessel.  His  earlv  life  was  spent  at 
Rochester  and  Olean,  N.  Y.,  at  both  of  which 
places  he  attended  school,  and  though  only  a 
hoy  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted 
in  1864  in  the  Union  armv.  He  was  captured 
and  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  being  later  sent 
to  Andersonville.  where  he  was  kept  until  the 
end  of  the  war.  Upon  his  return  to  Rochester 
he  soent  a  short  time  at  that  city  before  going 
to  Corry,  Pa.,  where  he  found  employment  as 
a  fireman  on  the  old  Westem  New  York  & 
Pennsylvania  road  for  fourteen  months,  at  the. 
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end  of  that  time  receiving  promotion  to  engi- 
neer on  a  passenger  train  running  between 
Corry  and  Oil  City.  He  had  this  run  for  a 
considerable  time,  making  his  home  at  Corry 
the  first  year,  and  at  Oil  City  afterward,  and 
was  transferred  eventually  to  the  Buffalo  divi- 
sion, where  he  was  retained  for  many  years, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  serving  on  the 
All^heny  division,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  Oil  City  Nov.  lO,  1909.  He  is  buried 
in  St.  Joseph's  cemetery,  having  been  a  member 
of  St.  Joseph's  Church,  and  he  was  a  well 
known  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers  and  of  its  beneficial  associa- 
tion.    Politically  he  was  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Crahan  married  Johanna  Flannery,  who 
was  bom  June  14,  1850,  in  New  York  City, 
and  they  had  the  following  children:  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  John  Dwyer,  of  Tulsa,  Okla. ; 
Elizabeth  lives  at  home;  William,  a  resident 
of  Olean,  N.  Y.,  married  Mary  Kennedy;  Mar- 
tha is  the  widow  of  Carrol  Crawford  and  lives 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Josephine  C.  is  the  wife 
of  John  F.  Caflfrey,  of  Oil  City:  Florence  is 
the  wife  of  Fred  Reynolds,  of  Oil  City ;  Philip 
lives  in  Pittsburgh :  three  are  deceased,  James 
Frederick,  Bertha  (twin  of  Martha)  and 
Charles. 

Thomas  Flannery,  father  of  Mrs.  Crahan, 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  lived  there  until  after 
his  marriage  to  Mary  Lyons,  coming  to  Amer- 
ica when  their  eldest  child,  Maria,  was  an  in- 
fant. Crossing  the  Atlantic  to  New  York, 
they  remained  there  for  a  time,  later  living  in 
Canada  before  their  removal  to  Corry,  Pa., 
when  Mrs.  Crahan  was  a  small  child.  When 
the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  road  was  under  con- 
struction Mr.  Flannery  secured  employment  on 
the  road,  living  at  Waterford  while  it  was  be- 
ing built  to  Erie,  and  later  at  Corry,  which 
had  no  houses  when  the  family  arrived  there, 
their  home  being  in  a  shingle  mill  until  better 
accommodations  could  be  provided.  There 
they  made  a  permanent  settlement,  Mr.  Flan- 
nery dving  there  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years, 
his  wife  at  the  aee  of  eighty-four.  They  had 
seven  children,  all  now  deceased  but  Mrs.  Cra- 
han, namely:  Maria  (wife  of  James  Welsh, 
of  Oil  City),  Elizabeth,  Johanna  (Mrs.  Cra- 
han), Catherine.  William,  Michael  and  Mar- 
garet. The  parents  are  buried  at  Corry.  where 
they  were  members  of  St.  Thomas  Catholic 
Church.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

JAMES  C.  HAYLETT  is  one  of  the  well 
known  farmers  on  the  western  edge  of  Ve- 
nango county,  his  fine  tract  of  land  being  about 
equally  divided  between  French  Creek  town- 


ship and  the  adjoining  section  of  Mercer 
county.  He  has  been  a  lifetime  resident  of 
this  section,  having  been  bom  at  his  father's 
old  homestead  along  the  Utica  and  Waterloo 
road,  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the  borough 
of  Utica,  Sept.  3,  1861,  son  of  James  and  Mary 
Jane  (Russum)  Haylett. 

James  Haylett,  the  father,  was  a  native  of 
Norfolk,  England,  bom  May  25,  1824,  and  was 
a  youth  of  fourteen  when  he  followed  his  older 
brother  William  to  America,  working  his  way 
across  the  ocean  on  one  of  the  rare  steamers 
then  plying  the  Atlantic.  The  passage  was 
rough,  several  storms  occurring  during  the 
voyage,  which  occupied  a  month.  His  brother 
had  married  into  a  well-to-do  family,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  near  Wilmington,  Del., 
where  James  worked  for  him  several  years 
while  growing  to  manhood,  saving  three  hun- 
dred dollars  from  his  eamings  before  his  mar- 
riage, which  gave  him  a  fair  start  when  he 
came  to  Venango  county.  Immediately  after 
marrying  he  came  with  his  wife  to  western 
Pennsylvania,  the  young  couple  settling  on  the 
old  Lindsay  farm  on  Mill  creek,  near  to  her 
uncle,  Benjamin  Davis,  in  French  Creek  town- 
ship, this  county,  and  renting  until  they  found 
a  suitable  place  for  sale.  Before  long  Mr. 
Haylett  purchased  the  place  where  they  made 
their  permanent  home,  seventy-one  acres  of 
wild  land  most  of  which- he  succeeded  in  put- 
ting under  cultivation,  meantime  improving  it 
also  in  other  ways.  The  house  now  standing 
on  that  property  was  erected  by  him  about 
1872,  the  barn  about  the  same  time.  Mr.  Hay- 
lett lived  and  worked  upon  this  place  until 
about  1887,  when  he  removed  to  the  Five 
Points  in  Mercer  county,  some  five  miles  dis- 
tant, residing  there  until  his  wife's  death,  after 
which  he  returned  to  the  farm  to  make  his 
home  with  his  son  James  during  the  remainder 
of  his  long  life.  He  became  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  day,  served  the  town- 
ship as  road  supervisor,  was  well  knowh  in  the 
Democratic  party  as  one  of  its  strong  sup- 
porters in  the  locality,  and  contributed  to 
church  work. 

On  April  s.  1849,  Mr.  Haylett  married 
Mary  Jane  Russum,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  by  the  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  was  born  Jan.  30, 
1828,  in  Maryland,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1895, 
at  Five  Points.  Mr.  Haylett  surviving  her  un- 
til Jan.  9,  1906,  reaching  his .  eighty-second 
year.  They  are  buried  in  the  Mill  Creek  cem- 
etery. They  had  a  large  family,  William,  the 
eldest,  born  Feb.  17.  1850,  dying  in  infancy; 
Benjamin,  bom  Feb.  9,  1851,  lives  in  French 
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Creek  township;  Robert,  born  March  i6,  1853, 
left  this  vicinity  when  thirty  years  old  and  was 
engaged  in  the  Bradford  and  Ohio  oil  fields, 
dying  Aug.  2,  191 1,  at  Toledo,  Ohio;  William 
Henry,  born  Dec.  22^  1854,  was  formerly  in 
the  oil  business,  and  is  now  established  in 
French  Creek  township ;  Anna  E.,  bom  March 
2,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Willis  Mook,  of  Polk, 
an  employee  of  the  State  Institution  there; 
John  W.,  bom  Sept.  8,  1859,  lives  near  the  old 
home  farm;  James  C.  is  mentioned  below; 
Thomas  L.,  bom  April  16,  1865,  is  a  farmer 
along  Mill  creek;  Burton  R.,  bom  July  19, 
1868,  is  a  farmer  in  Mercer  county  two  miles 
from  the  old  home;  Harvey,  bom  Dec.  2T, 
1870,  died  Dec.  30,  1874. 

James  C.  Haylett  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  allowed  such  educational  advantages  as 
could  be  had  in  the  conmion  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  was  trained  to  agricultural 
work,  and  has  followed  it  most  of  his  life, 
though  he  spent  several  years  of  his  young 
manhood  in  the  oil  fields,  going  to  the  Brad- 
ford region  when  seventeen  years  old  and 
working  there  during  the  next  eight  years, 
or  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  About  that 
time  he  took  over  the  operation  of  his  father's 
farm,  his  parents  removing  to  Five  Points 
until  Mrs.  Haylett's  death,  after  which  James 
Haylett  made  his  home  with  his  son  and 
daughter-in-law  on  the  old  place.  He  gave  all 
his  time  to  its  operation  as  long  as  he  lived 
there,  and  remodeled  all  the  buildings,  having 
all  the  details  of  the  property  in  excellent  con- 
dition. He  removed  thence  to  his  present 
home  in  February,  1908,  having  bought  the 
old  Hiram  Reynolds  farm  on  the  Mercer 
county  line,  a  very  favorably  situated  body  of 
land  ten  miles  west  of  Franklin  on  the  George- 
town road,  and  convenient  to  the  boroughs  of 
Utica  and  Polk,  being  three  and  a  half  miles 
southwest  of  the  former  and  four  miles  north- 
west of  the  latter.  The  substantial  brick  house 
was  built  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  brick  being 
made  on  the  farm.  Upon  his  death  it  went  to 
his  son  Rufus,  from  whom  Mr.  Haylett  pur- 
chased it.  It  is  in  a  particularly  fine  section, 
and  naturally  one  of  the  most  valuable  tracts 
there,  to  say  nothing  of  the  modem  improve- 
ments which  have  enhanced  its  worth,  both 
agriculturally  and  as  a  home  place.  Mr.  Hay- 
lett gets  the  full  value  out  of  his  land  by 
scientific  drainage  and  liming,  keeps  high- 
grade  stock,  and  has  done  well  in  every  de- 
partment of  his  work.  He  has  had  several  set- 
backs, his  bam  having  been  bumed  three 
times,  the  first  time  when  it  was  full  of  grain, 
and  with  a  loss  of  stock  as  well  as  crops  on  the 


other  two  occasions,  three  horses  and  other 
animals  having  been  destroyed.  But  he  has 
not  allowed  these  things  to  discourage  him,  go- 
ing ahead  with  his  work  and  making  up  for 
the  disasters  by  increased  energy.  He  keeps 
in  touch  with  progressive  movements  among 
farmers  through  his  meitibership  in  the 
Grange,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  on  whose  ticket  he  has  been 
elected  to  several  township  offices,  the  duties 
of  which  he  has  discharged  capably. 

On  March  26,  1885,  Mr.  Haylett  married 
Elva  Hasson,  who  was  bom  Sept.  6,  1861,  in 
Canal  township,  this  coimty,  daughter  of  John 
C.  and  Clara  (Wright)  Hasson,  of  that  town- 
ship, living  two  miles  from  Utica.  The  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  bom  to  this  union : 
William  Harvey,  now  farming  in  Mercer 
county,  married  Blanche  Hettenbaugh  and  has 
one  son,  Norman ;  Clara  A.  is  the  wife  of  Earl 
Barnes,  who  is  employed  in  the  Eclipse  refin- 
ing plant  at  Rocky  Grove,  this  county  (they 
have  no  children)  ;  Ethel  I.  graduated  from 
the  Utica  high  school  when  sixteen  years  old, 
and  is  now  engaged  as  a  manicure  at  Franklin, 
living  with  her  sister  Clara;  Grace  May  died 
in  infancy;  Bertha  Pearl  attended  Utica  high 
school  and  taught  in  the  home  schools  before 
her  marriage  to  Vance  Phipps,  now  following 
her  profession  at  Uniontown,  this  county  (she 
has  no  children)  ;  John  J.  is  engaged  in  the 
steel  works  at  Franklin. 

WILLIAM  MITCHELL,  of  PleasantviUe, 
ganger  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  the 
local  territory,  is  a  man  of  long  and  varied 
experience  in  oil  operations,  with  which  he 
has  been  associated  Miithout  interruption  from 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  His  career  in  many 
respects  has  been  typical  of  the  fortunes  of 
those  who  have  followed  the  business  because 
they  could  not  resist  its  attractions,  a  feature 
of  the  oil  industry  which  no  doubt  has  been  at 
the  bottom  of  much  new  development  work — 
begun  in  the  spirit  of  adventure  so  characteris- 
tic of  most  of  the  men  engaged  in  this  line. 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  native  of  Venango  county, 
bom  neai*  Cooperstown,  in  Jackson  township, 
Oct.  10,  1848,*  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Hunter)  Mitchell,  and  grandson  of  Judge 
Robert  Mitchell,  who  came  from  Center 
county,  Pa.,  to  Venango  county  early  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  was  active  in  county 
affairs  for  several  decades.  John  Mitchell  was 
bom  in  Scrubgrass  township,  Venango  county, 
near  Clintonville,  his  wife  in  Indiana  county. 
Pa.  Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Mitchell  settled  two  miles  north  of  Cocq)- 
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erstown,  two  years  later  removing  to  a  location 
four  miles  north  of  Franklin,  in  Svigar  Creek 
township,  on  the  Dempseytown  road.  In  1864 
they  returned  to  Jackson  township,  settling  one 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Cooperstown,  where 
Mr.  Mitchell  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  His  wife  had  passed  away  eight 
years  previously.  Their  three  surviving  chil- 
dren are :  Samuel,  who  is  a  merchant  at  Utica, 
this  county ;  Jennie,  widow  of  Samuel  Begley, 
of  Utica ;  and  William. 

William  Mitchell  remained  at  home  up  to 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  found  his 
first  employment  in  the  oil  business  as  a  tool 
dresser  at  Rouseville,  when  that  borough  was  ' 
at  the  height  of  its  prosperity.  He  went  to 
work  for  Greenfield  &  Hart,  and  meantime 
visited  several  other  places  where  great  excite- 
ment raged,  thousands  who  were  anxious  to 
invest  in  oil  putting  their  last  cent  in  worthless 
holes.  Mr.  Mitchell  made  several  ventures  in 
unproductive  locations,  including  some  on 
Sugar  creek,  where  there  really  never  was  any 
profitable  development,  and  he  drilled  some 
wells  on  Cherry  run  and  followed  pumping  at 
Rouseville  until  1868,  when  the  reawakening 
at  Pleasantville  drew  him  hither.  Here  he 
was  engaged  as  a  tool  dresser  until  the  spring 
of  1869,  when,  having  married,  he  settled  on 
a  farm  tract  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of 
Cooperstown,  remaining  there  two  years.  But 
he  preferred  occupation  in  the  oil  fields,  and 
accordingly  took  a  position  as  tool  dresser  at 
St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  county.  On  his  return 
to  Venango  county  he  secured  three  leases  on 
Galloway  Hill,  one  mile  north  of  Rocky  Grove, 
covering  some  thirty-five  acres  on  the  Fee, 
Kunkle  and  Evans  farms,  and  the  wells  there 
proved  very  remunerative,  his  progress  being 
very  gratifying  during  the  nine  years  he  passed 
in  that  location.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
disposed  of  his  holdings  to  advantage,  and  in 
1880  entered  the  Bradford  field,  where  in  com- 
pany with  John  Kuhn  he  obtained  a  small  lease 
so  far  as  area  was  concerned,  though  its  four 
wells  yielded  a  daily  output  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  barrels,  a  handsome  return 
even  though  oil  was  bringing  but  fifty-two  and 
a  half  cents  a  barrel  at  the  time.  Though  the 
three  years  he  was  operating  there  were  un- 
usually successful  so  far  as  the  profit  on  his 
labors  and  capital  were  concerned,  he  left  the 
field  practically  without  a  dollar  owing  to  re- 
verses which  he  suflFered  in  the  Bradford  Oil 
Exchange,  and  he  returned  to  Franklin  to 
retrieve  as  much  as  possible.  Here  he  re- 
sumed work  as  a  tool  dresser,  and  also  did 
some  drilling  on  the  Jake  Sheasley  property 


north  of  Galloway  Hill.  Fern  City,  in  Clar- 
ion county,  was  then  attracting  considerable 
attention  among  oil  men,  and  he  became  a 
foreman  for  the  Chauncey  Oil  Company  there, 
attending  to  their  lease  until  1888,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Pleasantville,  which  has  been  his 
home  for  the  last  thirty  years.  During  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  principally  as  an  oil 
ganger,  formerly  with  the  National  Pipe  Line 
and  then  with  its  successor,  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  and  though  the  territory  covered 
by  the  latter  has  been  considerably  restricted 
his  responsibilities  include  the  gauging  of 
about  one  third  of  all  oil  produced  in  the  terri- 
tory of  which  Pleasantville  is  the  center,  the 
production  of  some  thirty-five  local  leases  be- 
ing taken  by  his  linfes.  Practically  all  of  his 
time  is  given  to  his  duties  as  gauger,  though 
he  owns  and  operates  a  small  production  of  his 
own  in  the  neighborhood. 

On  Nov.  19,  1868,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married 
at  Georgetown,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  to  Mary  Jane 
Leyda,  and  they  have  the  following  family: 
Minnie  L.  is  at  home ;  William  Albert  is  in  the 
service  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  near 
Franklin,  Pa. ;  Martha  J.  resides  at  Seattle, 
Wash. ;  Roy  Hunter  is  gauger  for  the  Stand- 
ard Oil  Company  at  Brea,  Cal.,  where  he  has 
been  established  for  ten  years ;  Harry  Frank- 
lin is  at  Independence,  Kans.,  with  the  South- 
western Gas  Company ;  Maude  E.  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  Smith  College  and  now  a  teacher  in 
the  Pleasantville  high  school;  Thomas  L.  has 
been  chief  radio  operator  on  the  "Dubuque," 
of  the  Atlantic  Fleet,  United  States  Navy. 

JOHN  H.  DAUGHERTY,  late  of  Clinton 
township,  where  his  widow  and  family  con- 
tinue to  occupy  the  farm  one  mile  south  of 
Clintonville,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  one 
of  the  most  estimable  citizens  of  that  vicinity. 
He  died  in  his  prime,  after  a  life  of  well  di- 
rected industry  devoted  to  the  improvement 
of  his  farm  and  the  welfare  of  his  family, 
leaving  a  name  for  substantial  worth  which 
all  who  knew  him  agree  was  well  deserved. 
His  active  life  was  one  of  distinct  value  to 
the  community,  where  his  death  was  regarded 
as  a  loss  by  many  outside  of  his  domestic 
circle. 

Mr.  Daugherty  was  bom  on  a  farm  at  what 
is  now  known  as  Nectarine,  in  Irwin  town- 
ship, this  county,  three  miles  west  of  Qinton- 
ville,  on  April  7,  1859,  and  his  parents,  Pat- 
rick and  Ann  Eliza  (Emery)  I>aughcrty,  spent 
their  lives  on  that  property,  the  father  dying  in 
middle  agre,  in  1861.  He  came  here  from  Ire- 
land.   The  mother  remained  on  the  farm  and 
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.  survived  him  for  thirty-three  years,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Of  their 
children  who  reached  maturity,  Loraine  died 
in  young  womanhood;  Charles,  who  lived  at 
Moniteau,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  died  in  October, 
1918;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1914,  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Marshall  and  lived  on  the  old 
Daugherty  homestead;  Jesse  Jerome  was  the 
father  of  James  F.  Daugherty,  who  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work;  Sarah  died 
when  fourteen  years  old;  Catherine  married 
Newton  McCourt  and  died  at  Bradford,  Pa. ; 
John  H.  completes  the  family. 

John  H.  Daugherty  remained  at  home  up 
to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools  and  his  practical 
training  on  the  farm,  taking  charge  of  part  of 
that  place  in  cooperation  with  his  mother. 
After  his  marriage  he  lived  in  the  city  of 
Franklin  for  a  few  months,  moving  thence 
onto  a  part  of  the  old  Hoffman  farm,  owned 
by  his  wife's  people.  Eighteen  years  before 
his  death  he  settled  upon  the  Beatty  property 
(a  portion  of  the  old  Surrena  farm),  which 
was  purchased  from  the  late  Samuel  Beatty. 
Nine  years  later  the  old  Vanderlin  farm, 
which  joined  this  property,  was  purchased 
from  the  Greece  Oil  Company,  of  Grove  City, 
and  there  his  family  have  been  established 
since  their  former  home  was  burned.  It  was 
improved  steadily  under  Mr.  Daugherty 's  care. 
,  Though  he  farmed  very  successfully  he  also 
worked  about  the  oil  wells,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  pumper,  bearing  a  very  creditable 
reputation  for  intelligence  and  reliability.  The 
oil  on  his  own  place  was  also  developed,  under 
lease,  and  there  are  thirty-two  wells  now  in 
operation  there,  with  an  average  flow,  their 
production  adding  greatly  to  the  value  of  the 
property. 

On  Sept.  29,  1891,  Mr.  Daugherty  married 
Kate  E.  Hoffman,  who  is  a  daughter  of  P.  G. 
Hoffman,  full  mention  of  her  family  and 
ancestors  being  made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
She  was  born  Oct.  19,  1861,  on  the  old  Hoff- 
man farm  where  her  brother  Don  Carlos  Hoff- 
man now  lives,  and  was  engaged  in  dressmak- 
ing at  home  before  her  marriage.  Six  children 
were  bom  to  this  union,  three  surviving,  name- 
Iv:  Vivian  Corinne,  who  graduated  from 
Grove  City  College  in  1917  and  has  taught  in 
Clinton  township ;  Leon  Gustine,  who  is  farm- 
ing the  home  place ;  and  Crystal  Pauline,  who 
has  been  educated  at  Findlay  (Ohio)  College 
and  Grove  City  College.  All  live  at  home. 
Raymond  Kline,  another  son,  died  June  17, 
1918. 

Mr.  Daugherty  passed  away  Dec.  2j,  191 5, 


quite  suddenly,  and  it  is  a  coincidence  that 
thirty  days  to  the  hour  after  Mrs.  Daugh- 
erty awoke  to  find  her  husband  dying  she  was 
aroused  by  another  tragedy,  the  family  resi- 
dence which  they  then  occupied  burning  down 
Jan.  2T,  1916.  Mr.  Daugherty  was  associa- 
ted with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  his 
family  also  attend.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
political  sentiment. 

GEORGE  HARVEY  KRUG,  a  respected 
resident  of  Oil  City  and  member  of  a  fam- 
ily long  and  favorably  known  in  that  part 
formerly  called  Siverly,  was  bom  there  July 
2,  1878,  son  of  George  Krug  and  grandson  of 
Henry  Krug.  His  grandfather  settled  many 
years  ago  at  Bradys  Bend,  in  Armstrong 
county.  Pa.,  having  come  to  this  country  with 
his  family  from  Germany  in  1846.  He  was  a 
butcher  by  occupation.  He  died  at  Bradys 
Bend  when  past  forty  years  of  age,  and  was 
long  survived  by  his  wife,  Martha,  who 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  is 
buried  at  Bradys  Bend,  she  in  Grove  Hill  cem- 
etery at  Oil  City,  Pa.  They  were  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Their  only 
child  was  George,  father  of  George  Harvey 
Krug. 

George  Krug  was  bom  at  VVeinbohla,  in 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  having  been  a  youth  of 
sixteen  when  he  came  to  America  with  his 
parents.  The  voyage  was  made  in  a  sailing 
vessel  to  Baltimore,  and  occupied  nine  weeks 
and  three  days.  Mr.  Krug  was  a  steel  worker, 
and  followed  that  business  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  but  he  made  his  home  at  Oil 
City  for  twenty  years,  during  which  period  he 
did  considerable  teaming  in  the  oil  fields.  His 
intelligence  and  practical  views  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs,  as  well  as  his  trust- 
worthy character,  made  him  eligible  for  official 
honors,  and  as  burgess  of  the  then  borough  of 
Siverly  (now  the  Tenth  ward  of  Oil  City)  he 
made  a  record  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  supporters.  Politically  he 
was  a  Republican.  His  death  occurred  at  Oil 
City  in  1895,  when  he  was  sixty-four  years 
old.  and  he  is  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery. 
Mr.  Krug  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Margaret 
(Monkem).  who  was  bom  March  13.  1839, 
at  Siverly,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Mon- 
kern,  and  now  lives  with  her  daughter  Mrs. 
Carton  Clinger.  Nine  children  were  bom  to 
this  marriage,  namely:  John  H..  of  Oil  City, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Kistler;  George  Har- 
vey; Fred  H.,  who  married  Grace  Stover  and 
resides  in  Missoula,  Mont.;  Catherine,  wife  of 
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John  W.  Hutchinson;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Arnold  Adams;  Emma,  who  married  Austin 
Miller;  William  Harris(Dn,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work;  Nettie,  wife  of  Arthur 
Conrad;  and  Jessie,  wife  of  Carton  dinger. 

George  Harvey  Krug  received  a  public 
school  education  in  Oil  City.  After  clerking 
two  years  in  the  New  York  dry  goods  store 
in  Oil  City  he  entered  the  foundry  of  the  Oil 
City  Boiler  Works,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  learning  molding.  Subsequently  for 
seven  years  he  was  in  the  Eagle  Spoke  Works 
at  Oil  City,  where  he  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  spoke  making,  but  he  gave  up 
this  occupation  to  carry  on  a  dry  goods  busi- 
ness of  his  own  on  Imperial  avenue,  Siverly, 
which  he  continued  for  four  years.  Selling 
out,  he  entered  the  machine  shop  of  the  Na- 
tional Transit  Company  as  machinist,  and  is 
still  so  engaged  under  J.  P.  Coffman.  .  Mr. 
Krug  is  a  skillful,  dependable  mechanic,  and 
personally  has  the  goodwill  and  confidence  of 
all  who  know  him.  He  is  affiliated  with  Oil 
City  Lodge,  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  not  identi- 
fied with  any  political  party,  acting  independ- 
ently in  such  matters. 

Mr.  Krug  married  Pearl  Sheats,  who  was 
bom  at  Salem,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  and  educated 
in  the  public  schools  in  Oil  City.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
belongs  to  the  Westminster  Guild.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Krug  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Earl  H.,  born  May  26,  1901,  is  at- 
tending high  school:  Catherine  Loraine,  bom 
Nov.  14,  1902,  is  also  a  high  school  pupil; 
Ralph  H.  was  bom  Aug.  27,  1906 ;  George  H., 
Aug.  21,  1908;  Robert  S.,  Nov.  28,  191 1 ;  Mar- 
garet J.,  May  29,  1 918. 

Samuel  Sheats,  Mrs.  Krug*s  father,  was 
bom  July  9,  1840,  in  Clarion  county,  and  he 
had  three  brothers  and  one  sister,  namely: 
Henry,  John,  David  and  Eve.  He  was  a 
lumberman  in  the  early  days,  and  used  to 
burn  charcoal,  but  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  active  career  he  followed  the  trade  of 
stonemason,  continuing  it  until  his  retirement. 
He  lived  at  several  places  in  Clarion  county, 
eventually  settling  at  Salem,  where  he  was  es- 
tablished for  twenty  years  prior  to  his  removal 
to  Venango  county.  He  now  lives  at  Oil  City, 
where  he  holds  membership  in  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church  and  Hayes  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  being 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  served 
as  a  member  of  Company  C,  iSSth  Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

Mr.  Sheats  married  Hannah  Detar,  who  was 


bom  Nov.  13,  1837,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Nappenberger)  Detar,  farming  people 
of  Clarion  county,  whose  children  were:  Da- 
vid, Daniel,  Joseph  (married  EUzabeth 
Daum),  Simon  (married  Ellen  Attlebarger), 
Hannah  (Mrs.  Sheats)  and  Susan  (deceased 
wife  of  Jacob  Conrad).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Detar 
are  buried  at  Salem,  Clarion  county.  They 
were  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mrs.  Sheats  died  Dec.  28,  1913,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Lamcy  graveyard  in  Oakland 
township,  Venango  county.  She  was  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  William  E. 
married  Florence  Fox,  and  they  live  on  Com- 
planter  run ;  Joseph  E.,  a  resident  of  Havana, 
Kans.,  has  been  married  three  times,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Sadie  McKisic,  his  third 
named  Nellie;  Samuel  S.,  of  Clarks  Summit, 
married  Elma  Frank;  John  E.,  of  Holliday 
Run,  Oil  Cit^,  married  Cora  Snyder;  Drusilla 
V.  is  the  wife  of  William  Hazen,  of  Ohio; 
Vernon  A.,  of  Galloway,  Venango  county, 
married  Beatrice  Moore ;  Pearl  is  the  wife  of 
George  Harvey  Krug;  Milford  Byron,  now 
living  in  California,  married  Wilda  McCall; 
Farry  F.  is  deceased. 

ROBERT  S.  GREGORY,  of  Sandy  Creek 
township,  has  shown  a  progressive  spirit  in 
his  work  which  fully  entitles  him  to  the  posi- 
tion he  has  gained  among  the  most  substantial 
farmers  of  his  section.  His  fine  tract  of  136 
acres  is  under  up-to-date  cultivation,  due  en-  / 
tirely  to  his  labors,  for  he  has  developed  the 
property  from  a  profitless  condition  to  remark- 
able fertility  through  intelligent  application  of 
modern  ideas  regarding  soil  improvement 
The  farm  is  situated  on  Bully  Hill,  three  miles 
south  of  Franklin. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  born  June  25,  1855,  ^tt 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  where  the  family  lived  for 
a  number  of  years.  His  parents,  Thomas 
S.  and  Ellen  (Roberts)  Gregory,  the  former  a 
native  of  Liverpool,  the  latter  of  Wales,  were 
married  in  Lancaster,  England,  and  came  to 
this  country  about  1836,  landing  at  New  York 
on  the  1st  of  June  after  a  tedious  six  weeks* 
voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel.  They  lived  for 
some  time  at  Johnstown.  Pa.,  where  Mrs. 
Gregory  died,  and  in  1861  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Franklin,  Venango  county,  mak- 
ing a  permanent  home  there.  Mr.  Gregory 
was  a  painter  and  decorator  by  calling,  and  he 
follo\\'ed  that  occupation  in  Franklin  until 
1888,  when  he  rerired,  afterward  living  with 
his  son  Robert  S.  Gregory,  at  whose  home  he 
died  July  22,  1900.    He  is  buried  in  Franklin 
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cemetery.  He  was  originally  identified  with 
the  Evangelical  Church,  but  during  his  latter 
years  was  a  Baptist  in  religious  association. 
His  family  consisted  of  six  children,  three  by 
each  marriage,  his  second  wife  having  been 
Elizabeth  Evans,  of  Indiana,  whom  he  also 
survived.  Alfred  B.,  the  eldest,  remained  at 
Johnstown  and  is  still  residing  in  that  city, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  as  a  painter  and 
decorator;  Ella  E.,  who  died  unmarried  six 
years  ago,  had  been  a  saleswoman  for  ten 
years  in  the  Marshall  Field  store  in  Chicago, 
111.;  Robert  S.  was  the  youngest  of  the  first 
marriage;  Thomas  learned  his  father's  trade, 
and  followed  it  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  twenty- four  years  old ;  John  S.  is 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Franklin; 
Elizabeth  married  John  P.  Hatch  and  (sec- 
ond) a  Mr.  Bortz,  and  lives  in  Franklin. 

Robert  S.  Gregory  spent  his  earliest  years  at 
Johnstown,  whence  the  family  removed  to 
Franklin  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 
Here  he  had  the  educational  advantages 
afforded  by  the  public  schools,  and  when  old 
enough  began  to  assist  his  father,  who  taught 
him  thoroughly,  giving  him  a  comprehensive, 
practical  training  in  the  details  of  painting 
and  decorating.  When  he  married  his  father 
took  him  into  partnership,  and  they  did  busi- 
ness on  that  basis  until  Thomas  S.  Gregory's 
retirement,  after  which  Robert  S.  Gregory  con- 
tinued alone  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
selling  out  in  191 2  to  S.  T.  Graham.  The 
latter  had  served  his  apprenticeship  under 
Thomas  S.  Gregory  and  was  formerly  associ- 
ated with  him  as  a  partner.  The  business  is 
the  oldest  of  the  kind  in  Franklin,  and  the 
Gregorys  maintained  high  standing  as  work- 
men and  business  men  throughout  their  con- 
nection with  it. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Robert  S.  Greg- 
ory settled  upon  a  tract  of  twenty  acres  in 
Sandy  Creek  township  which  he  then  owned, 
and  which  has  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  pres- 
ent farm.  The  land  was  then  in  the  woods, 
and  he  cleared  and  grubbed  it  nights  after  his 
day's  work  was  over,  often  continuing  his 
labors  till  midnight.  As  he  was  able  he  added 
to  his  original  area,  and  the  136  acres  now  in- 
cluded in  the  farm  are  part  of  the  Daniel 
Grimm  place,  with  fifty  acres  from  the  prop- 
erty of  Hugh  P.  Houser,  his  wife's  father. 
Since  giving  up  work  at  his  trade  Mr.  Greg- 
ory has  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the  improve- 
ment of  this  property,  whose  value  has  been 
greatly  enhanced  in  his  are.  Much  of  the 
land  was  worn  out  and  yielded  little,  but  by 
making  a  study  of  the  soil,  using  lime  liberally. 


and  availing  himself  of  other  means  of  better- 
ing the  land,  he  has  increased  the  production 
to  paying  quantities  and  is  getting  very  satis- 
factory returns  for  his  labor.  He  has  erected 
good  buildings,  and  has  a  very  desirable  home- 
Mr.  Gregory  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  his 
political  principles,  but  he  is  independent  in 
local  matters,  putting  public  spirit  and  good 
citizenship  before  party.  He  has  no  ambition 
for  office  and  has  not  taken  any  active  part 
in  public  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Mystic  Circle  and  the  Eagles,  and  he 
gives  friendly  aid  and  support  to  all  Christian 
work ;  he  attends  the  Church  of  God. 

Mr.  Gregory  married  Patty  J.  Houser,  then 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  was  reared  on  an 
adjoining  farm,  and  they  have  the  following 
family:  Henry  is  engaged  in  the  oil  fields; 
Archie,  Harry,  Raleigh  and  Robert  all  learned 
the  painting  and  decorating  business  under 
their  father's  instruction  and  are  following 
that  business,  Archie  at  Franklin,  the  other 
three  at  Westfield,  N.  Y. ;  Cleo  is  the  wife  of 
Elmer  Anderson,  of  Oil  City,  an  employe  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company;  Ella  is 
the  wife  of  John  Hanna,  a  mechanic,  of  Oil 
City. 

Hugh  P.  Houser,  father  of  Mrs.  Robert  S. 
Gregory,  belonged  to  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  this  section.  He  was  born  at  Frank- 
lin Aug.  II,  1833,  son  of  Peter  Houser,  and 
spent  most  of  his  life  on  the  farm  in  Sandy- 
Creek  township  where  he  died.  In  middle  age 
he  married  Jane  Hinch,  the  daughter  of  a 
neighbor  who  owned  the  Smith  farm.  Mr. 
Hinch  was  a  millwright  by  trade.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Houser  passed  all  their  married  life  on 
his  farm,  her  death  occurring  four  years  be- 
fore his.  They  attended  the  Church  of  God, 
whose  house  of  worship  stood  on  their  land. 
Of  their  family,  three  daughters  and  one  son, 
Patty  J.  is  the  wife  of  Robert  S.  Gregory; 
William  lives  on  part  of  the  homestead ;  Ma- 
nora,  widow  of  Cleetus  McMillan,  lives  at  the 
old  home;  Jessie,  Mrs.  George  Evans,  lives 
at  Rocky  Grove,  near  Franklin. 

THOMAS  DALY  has  a  farm  in  Oil  Creek 
township  located  at  a  point  full  of  interest  re- 
lating to  the  history  of  oil  production,  and  de- 
veloped both  agriculturally  and  as  oil  terri- 
tory. Like  his  father,  Mr.  Daly  has  chosen  to 
cultivate  his  land  systematically,  and  he  gives 
a  large  share  of  his  time  to  farming,  though 
he  is  also  engaged  as  pumper  for  the  operator 
of  the  oil  lease,  several  good  wells  having 
yielded  a  paying  production  for  years.  Mr. 
Daly  was  born  at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  some  fifty 
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years  ago,  and  as  a  child  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  the  western  Pennsylvania  oil  fields, 
where  he  has  from  boyhood  been  an  interested 
observer  of  the  growth  of  the  great  industry 
which  has  long  dominated  the  prosperity  of 
this  region.  He  has  himself  been  a  thrifty  and 
successful  worker,  and  personally  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  best  citizenship  of  northern 
Venango  county. 

Patrick  Daly,  father  of  Thomas  Daly,  came 
to  Venango  county  when  the  old  town  of 
Shamburg  was  enjoying  its  most  flourishing 
period  and  found  employment  there  as  pumper 
for  Joseph  Fleming,  being  employed  in  that 
capacity  eight  years.  Afterward,  until  he  pur- 
chased the  present  Daly  farm  in  1885,  team- 
ing was  his  principal  occupation,  and  he  sub- 
sequently devoted  himself  to  farming,  leaving 
the  oil  development  on  his  place  to  others. 
This  tract  contains  seventy-three  acres  of  fine- 
lying.land,  one  mile  east  of  old  Shamburg  and 
less  than  that  distance  west  of  Miller  Farm, 
the  railroad  station  on  Oil  creek  from  which 
so  many  millions  of  gallons  of  oil  were 
shipped.  The  old  plank  road  extending  to 
Pithole  passed  this  farm,  and  in  its  active  days 
was  lined  day  and  night  with  countless  teams 
hauling  oil.  The  farm  had  been  productive  oil 
territory  twenty  years  before,  but  the  yield 
having  decreased  the  new  lease  for  develop- 
ment was  based  on  a  one- fourth  royalty  to  the 
owner,  twice  the  customary  rate.  But  under 
modern  conditions  of  operation  the  returns 
were  even  more  than  average,  and  some  loca- 
tions not  previously  tried  resulted  in  the  bring- 
ing in  of  four  excellent  wells,  Mr.  Daly's 
mcmthly  royalty  amounting  to  about  two  hun- 
dred barrels.  This  substantial  addition  to  his 
income  soon  enabled  him  to  clear  the  farm  of 
debt,  and  though  on  the  expiration  of  the  first 
lease  it  had  to  be  renewed  on  the  customary 
one-eighth  basis  the  returns  are  still  good  with 
seven  wells  pumping  steadily.  Mr.  Daly  ap- 
plied himself  industriously  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil  and  the  general  improvement  of  the 
property,  erecting  a  good  house  and  adding 
many  attractive  features  which  have  enhanced 
its  value  as  well  as  appearance.  He  was  re- 
spected as  an  upright,  honorable  citizen,  few 
ranking  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors 
and  all  others  who  knew  him.  Coming  to  this 
section  empty-handed,  he  went  to  work  with 
a  will  and  never  lacked  remunerative  employ- 
ment, his  efficiency  and  genial  temperament, 
and  the  Irish  wit  that  never  failed  him  in  giv- 
ing it  expression,  winning  him  the  goodwill  and 
friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact.   His  home  was  a  place  where  hospitality 


was  always  the  rule,  and  he  and  his  wife  had 
a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  their  acquaint- 
ances as  worthy,  desirable  citizens. 

Mr.  Daly  married  Hannah  Harvey,  who 
sunived  him,  his  death  occurring  Nov.  10, 
1905,  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  old,  hers 
in  January,  1916,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 
They  were  members  of  St.  Titus  Church  at 
Titusville,  and  both  are  interred  in  its  cem- 
etery. Politically  Mr.  Daly  was  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat. Five  children  were  bom  to  this  couple : 
Mary  married  Gottlieb  Deynar  and  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  years;  Thomas  remains  on 
the  home  farm,  which  he  operates,  also  pump- 
ing the  oil  wells  there ;  Hugh  is  engaged  as  a 
driller  in  the  Tennessee  oil  field;  Elizabeth 
lives  with  her  brother  Thomas  on  the  farm; 
Agnes  died  when  twenty-one  years  old. 

ANDREW  C.  CARSON  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  of  old  and  honorable 
standing  in  Allegheny  township,  the  neighbor- 
hood where  they  settled,  some  four  miles  east 
of  Pleasantville,  having  long  been  known  as 
*'Carsonville"  though  never  with  any  preten- 
sions as  a  town,  a  mile  or  so  of  the  road  pass- 
ing along  several  Carson  farms.  The  farm 
whereon  he  lives  was  his  birthplace,  and  his 
parents  were  James  and  Maria  (Shaw)  Car- 
son, the  former  born  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  the 
latter  in  England.  The  mother  went  to  Ire- 
land when  sixteen  years  old  and  there  mar* 
ried  James  Carson,  the  young  couple  coming  to 
the  United  States  in  1833  with  one  child. 
They  were  soon  established  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  their  son  Andrew  C. 
Carson,  Joseph  Carson,  an  older  brother,  hav- 
ing preceded  them  hither  and  purchased  ad- 
joining farms  for  his  brothers  James  and 
John,  each  improving  his  land  and  remaining 
there  until  his  death.  John  Carson  died  be- 
fore he  was  sixty  years  old,  leaving  two  sons, 
Joseph  A.  and  Daniel,  each  of  whom  inherited 
half  of  his  father's  estate ;  Daniel  died  leaving 
no  children,  but  Joseph's  son  John  and  daugh- 
ter Mary  still  reside  at  the  old  farm.  There 
were  four  brothers  in  all  who  came  from  Ire- 
land, Daniel  soon  removing  from  this  section 
to  Indiana;  while  Joseph  settled  two  and  a 
half  miles  east,  in  what  is  now  Forest  county, 
where  his  posterity  are  still  to  be  found. 

James  Carson  cleared  oflf  a  large  portion  of 
the  timber  on  his  home  tract  and  continued  to 
improve  the  property  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  there  in  1855,  when  he  was  fifty-five 
years  old.  His  wife  survived  until  1872.  They 
were  industrious,  thrifty  people,  greatly  re- 
spected among  their  neighbors,  and  reared  a 
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creditable  family,  their  children  being:  Wil- 
liam John,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years,  his  son  Samuel  and  daughter  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  White  still  living  at  his  old  home; 
Robert  S.,  mentioned  elsewhere,  who  spent  his 
life  in  Allegheny  township;  Mary  Jane,  Mrs. 
Ruland,  who  died  at  Pinesville,  Warren  Co., 
Pa.,  when  fifty-five  years  of  age;  Joseph  A., 
who  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  died  when 
seventy  years  old;  Sarah,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Scott  and  lives  in  Kansas;  James  John- 
son, who  died  while  serving  as  a  Union  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war;  Maria,  wife  of  Amos  ding- 
er, of  Tidioute,  Pa. ;  Andrew  C ;  and  Ledford 
McClellan,  who  lives  at  Tidioute. 

Andrew  C.  Carson  was  born  May  lo,  1849, 
and  has  spent  his  whole  life  on  the  farm.  His 
education  was  gained  in  the  local  schools,  and 
he  has  been  active  in  several  lines  of  enter- 
prise and  notably  successful  in  all.  The  pro- 
duction of  oil  in  his  neighborhood  received  an 
appreciable  impulse  by  reason  of  the  develop- 
ments on  his  place,  where  some  thirteen  wells 
are  in  active  operation,  others  that  were  simk 
in  the  vicinity  on  the  strength  of  their  yield 
proving  very  remunerative.  Mr.  Carson  drove 
a  team  to  draw  oil  from  the  Noble  well  at 
Bull  Run  to  Titusville  in  1863.  Later  he 
hauled  the  refined  oil  from  the  Humboldt  re- 
finery at  Plumer  to  Titusville  when  there  were 
a  thousand  teams  on  the  road  haiiling  oil.  In 
1865  he  drew  lumber  to  Pithole  and  sold  it 
for  seventy-five  dollars  a  thousand.  It  is  prob- 
ably as  a  thresher  that  Mr.  Carson  is  most 
widely  known,  he  having  been  one  of  the  oldest 
men  in  that  business  in  this  section  of  the  State 
and  covering  a  much  wider  territory  than  the 
average,  with  a  variety  of  experience  certainly 
out  of  the  ordinary.  For  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury he  has  been  familiar  with  every  phase  of 
grain  threshing,  having  started  in  1868  with 
a  two-horse  tread  power.  His  equipment  was 
soon  increased  to  a  three-horse  tread  power  to 
meet  the  increasing  demands  for  his  services, 
all  the  grain  for  miles  around  being  threshed 
with  his  machine.  This  in  turn  was  followed 
by  an  eight-horse  sweep  power,  and  that  by  a 
steam  engine,  probably  the  first  of  the  kind 
used  in  Venango  county.  His  latest  was  the 
modem  tractor  engine  with  concomitant  sep- 
arator, and  with  a  daily  capacity  twenty 
times  that  of  his  first  thresher.  The  territory 
over  which  Mr.  Carson  operated  reached  from 
Plumer  to  Tidioute  and  from  Titusville  to  the 
Allegheny  river,  more  than  twenty  miles  in 
diameter,  and  he  did  threshing  for  some  of  his 
customers  for  thirty  years.  In  1917  he  retired 
from  the  business  and  sold  his  machine.    Ever 


attentive  to  all  the  details  of  operation,  he  had 
an  unusually  fortunate  career  in  its  ifreedom 
from- serious  accidents,  having  never  had  any- 
one disabled  while  working  with  him  and  only 
one  experience  with  fire,  a  bam  having  ignited 
by  sparks  from  the  wood  engine;  however, 
machinery  and  all  other  contents  were  removed 
without  damage.  Mr.  Carson  made  a  steady 
success  of  his  threshing  business,  and  he  held 
the  unqualified  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
had  dealings  in  his  long  connection  with  it  as 
he  does  in  all  the  other  relations  of  life,  no 
man  standing  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his 
friends,  who  include  all  the  people  he  knows. 
He  has  repeatedly  been  elected  a  member  of 
the  school  board  and  to  other  local  offices,  the 
excellent  roads  in  his  section  being  largely  the 
result  of  his  activities  in  that  direction.  Like 
most  of  the  name  he  supports  the  Democratic 
party. 

When  twenty-one  years  old  Mr.  Carson 
married  Emily  Jane  Landers,  of  Neilltown, 
Forest  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Peter  Landers, 
a  well  known  farmer  of  that  section.  Five 
sons  have  been  bom  to  this  marriage,  Webster 
J.,  Arthur  D.,  Willard,  Charles  E.  and  George, 
all  of  whom  are  engaged  in  oil  production, 
either  as  pumpers  or  drillers,  and  all  residing 
at  Pleasantville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  have 
also  reared  an  adopted  daughter.  Myrtle,  who 
lived  with  them  from  the  age  of  four  years 
until  her  marriage  to  W.  W.  Kitchell,  of  Oil 
Qty.  All  of  the  family  support  the  Carson- 
ville  U.  B.  Church  and  assist  cordially  in  its 
work. 

WILSON  H.  HUGHES  is  engaged  in  oil 
operations  on  a  valuable  tract  which  he  owns 
in  Cranberry  township,  four  miles  east  of 
Franklin,  and  which  formed  part  of  the  farm 
where  he  was  bom  Aug.  12,  1852,  son  of  John 
W.  and  Mary  Ann  (Ridgway)  Hughes.  The 
Hughes  family  has  been  established  in  Ven- 
ango county  for  over  a  century,  and  its  record 
is  one  of  honorable  enterprise  and  usefulness 
throughout.  Wilson  H.  Hughes  is  a  great 
grandson  of  Jamfes  Hughes,  who  founded  the 
family  here,  grandson  of  James  Hughes,  and 
son  of  John  W.  Hughes.  The  earlier  genera- 
tions are  mentioned  fully  in  the  sketch  of 
Edward  Everett  Hughes,  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

John  W.  Hughes,  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Mallory)  Hughes,  was  bom  Dec.  22,  1825, 
and  died  April  28.  1859.  On  June  21,  1849, 
he  married  Mary  Ann  Ridgway,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows :  Helena,  who  became  the 
wife  of  William  ShaflFer;  Wilson  H. ;  Qinton 
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Wesley,  who  married  Mary  Kennedy;  and 
Charles,  who  is  deceased. 

Wilson  H.  Hughes  grew  up  on  the  home 
farm  and  meantime  attended  the  common 
schools  in  the  neighborhood.  He  helped  his 
father  until  he  reached  his  majority  and  thep 
went  to  work  on  his  own  account,  taking  em- 
ployment as  a  pumper  in  the  oil  fields  in 
Clarion  county,  where  he  was  engaged  thus 
for  the  next  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  agricultural  work,  settling 
on  a  part  of  the  home  place,  of  which  he  owns 
thirty- four  acres,  and  in  addition  to  its  culti- 
vation he  has  carried  on  the  production  of  oil, 
having  followed  every  line  of  that  business  in 
his  comprehensive  experience.  In  company 
with  Col.  R.  R.  Richardson  (who  is  now  de- 
ceased) he  began  the  development  of  the  oil 
resources  on  his  own  land,  where  at  the  present 
writing  he  has  twelve  active  wells  with  an 
average  yield.  Mr.  Hughes  has  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  knowing  the  business  sufficiently 
well  to  enable  him  to  look  after  the  production 
and  management  of  his  wells  himself,  having 
profited  by  his  early  experience  and  appreciat- 
ing the  benefits  of  good  management.  His 
land  has  all  been  cleared  and  cared  for  thrifti- 
ly, the  property  being  now  in  good  condition 
in  every  respect,  and  a  credit  to  the  locality  as 
well  as  concrete  evidence  of  his  good  judg- 
ment. Though  he  has  not  taken  any  part  in 
public  life  Mr.  Hughes  has  ^ven  considerable 
thought  to  the  larger  questions  affecting  the 
general  welfare,  and  he  was  formerly  an 
ardent  Prohibitionist,  but  now  supporting  the 
Republican  party.  He  attends  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Victory,  to  which  he  is  a  generous 
contributor. 

On  Oct.  14,  1877,  Mr.  Hughes  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Anna  Royer,  of  Clarion 
county,  who  was  then  in  her  teens.  Six  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union:  Etha  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  J.  Frantz,  of  Franklin,  Pa. ; 
Warren,  born  Sept.  3,  1881,  died  Aug.  14, 
191 7,  unmarried  (he  was  engaged  as  an  oil 
driller,  and  lived  at  home)  ;  I^slie  is  engaged 
as  a  mechanic  at  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Richard,  also 
a  mechanic,  employed  by  the  National  Transit 
Company  in  Oil  City,  is  married  and  living 
near  his  parents;  Arthur  is  employed  as  a 
machinist  in  the  National  Transit  shops  of 
Oil  City ;  Esther  is  the  wife  of  James  McGinty, 
a  patternmaker  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

ALFRED  W.  BRITTON,  with  compara- 
tively few  years  so  far  to  his  credit  as  an  inde- 
pendent business  man,  has  reached  an  assured 
place  among  the  substantial  representatives  of 


mercantile  and  manufacturing  interests  in  Oil 
City.  He  has  accomplished  his  advancement 
by  unsparing  efforts,  both  in  his  preparation 
and  his  application  to  his  work  since  he  com- 
menced on  his  own  account,  and  though  he  has 
gone  forward  rapidly  his  progress  has  been 
logical,  with  no  elements  of  luck  or  chance  to 
serve  his  ambitions. 

Mr.  Britton  is  a  native  of  Crawford  county, 
Pa.,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  that  section,  his  grandfather,  Allen  Britton, 
having  been  born  at  Guys  Mills,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  throughout  his  active  years. 
He  served  in  the  Union  army  throughout  the 
period  of  the  Civil  war,  and  was  always  a 
stanch  Republican  on  political  issues.  In  re- 
ligion he  was  a  Methodist.  He  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mullen,  are  buried  at 
Guys  Mills.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
sons  and  five  daughters,  among  whom  were 
William,  John,  Ward,  Grant,  Edward,  Hector, 
Charles  P.,  James,  George,  Jane,  Amelia  and 
Meilda. 

Charles  P.  Britton  was  bom  Feb.  i,  1852.  at 
Guys  Mills,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  received  a 
public  school  education,  and  has  followed 
farming  most  of  his  life,  formerly  near  Guys 
Mills  and  after  his  service  as  sheriff  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county.  He  served  one 
term  in  that  position,  1894  to  1897,  having  been 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Mr.  Britton 
married  Emma  Bannister,  who  was  bom  Sept. 
26,  1853,  daughter  of  Daniel  Bannister  and  his 
first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Smith. 
Both  her  parents  were  natives  of  Crawford 
countj^,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  in 
the  vicinity  of  Guys  Mills.  He  was  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  Civil  war  veteran,  and  he  and  both 
his  wives  are  buried  at  Mount  Hope,  Craw- 
ford county.  There  were  two  children  by  the 
first  union.  Emma  (Mrs.  Britton)  and  Os- 
mond, and  one  by  the  second,  Frederick.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Britton  have  had  a  family 
orf  nine  children,'  namely:  Allan,  deceased; 
Ernest;  Harry;  Charles  P.;  Alfred  W.; 
Walter;  Alice,  wife  of  S.  J.  Daniels,  of  Frank- 
lin, Pa. ;  Ethel,  wife  of  J.  A.  Snodgrass,  James- 
town, Pa. :  and  Ruth,  deceased.  The  parents 
belong^  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Alfred  W.  Britton  was  bora  May  13,  1887, 
on  the  pateraal  farm  near  Guys  Mills,  and  was 
the  fourth  son  in  the  family.  He  began  his 
studies  at  the  local  country  schools,  which  he 
attended  for  two  terms,  until  the  family  moved 
to  Meadville  to  enable  his  father  to  look  after 
his  duties  as  sheriff  more  conveniently.  After 
three  vears'  residence  in  that  city  they  located 
on  a  farm  again,  this  time  at  Hartstown,  Craw- 
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ford  county,  where  Mr.  Britton  finished  his 
common  school  course.  Then  he  was  a  student 
in  the  Meadville  high  school  for  three  years, 
and  on  leaving  school  entered  the  drug  store 
of  G.  W.  Brock,  of  Meadville,  as  an  apprentice. 
On  the  completion  of  the  required  two  years' 
service  he  took  the  examination  of  the  State 
Board  of  Pharmacy  and  passed  successfully  as 
an  assistant  pharmacist,  taking  a  position  as 
such  in  Oil  City  in  the  fall  of  1905  and  working 
for  a  year.  In  1906  he  entered  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh  as  a  student  in  the  department  of 
pharmacy,  and  worked  his  way  while  taking 
the  course,  which  he  completed  in  1908,  grad- 
uating May  13,  1908,  on  his  twenty-first  birth- 
day, as  president  of  his  class.  Mr.  Britton  at 
once  returned  to  Oil  City,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  pharmacist  until  July,  191 1,  when 
in  partnership  with  Thomas  Gaddess  he  bought 
the  E.  J.  Griffith  establishment,  one  of  the 
oldest  drug  stores  in  Venango  county.  In 
July,  191 2,  Mr.  Britton  purchased  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Gaddess,  thereby  becoming  sole  owner 
of  the  business,  and  Britton's  is  now  one  of  the 
best  known  drug  houses  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, having  an  especially  high  reputation  for 
absolute  reliability  as  to  the  quality  of  its  goods 
and  considerate  treatment  of  all  patrons.  The 
store  is  at  No.  223  Center  street.  Oil  City. 
He  is  also  associated  with  his  brothers-in-law 
and  other  local  men  in  the  Bowers  Torpedo 
Company,  manufacturers  of  nitroglycerin  and 
oil  well  shooters,  being  president  of  the  com- 
pany, and  is  interested  in  oil  production. 

Mr.  Britton  has  identified  himself  with  social 
activities  and  a  number  of  fraternal  bodies  in 
Oil  City,  holding  membership  in  Fraternal 
Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Venango  Lodge 
of  Perfection ;  Oil  City  Lodge.  No.  589,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344,  B.  P.  O. 
Elks.  He  is  a  thirty-second-degree  Mason,  af- 
filiated with  Pittsburgh  Consistory.  On  Dec. 
16,  1909,  he  married  Minnie  Bowers,  of  Rouse- 
ville.  daughter  of  Joseph  Bowers,  veteran  oil 
well  shooter  and  producer,  who  is  fully  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Britton  have  two  daughters,  Ruth  and  Eliza- 
beth. The  family  reside  at  No.  235  Hoflfman 
avenue,  Oil  City,  and  are  associated  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Britton  is  a 
Republican  in  political  principle. 

SAMUEL  SMITH  &  SONS  was  the  title 
under  which  for  many  years  the  business  op- 
erations of  one  of  the  most  substantial  fam- 
ilies of  Sandy  Creek  township  were  conducted. 
Smith  Brothers,  present-day  successors  of 
the  original  firm,  have  kept  alive  the  enterpris- 


ing spirit  and  faithfully  maintained  the  high 
standards  which  marked  the  career  of  the  late 
Samuel  Smith,  founder  and  senior  member  of 
Samuel  Smith  &  Sons,  and  in  their  turn  have 
added  reputation  to  a  name  deservedly  hon- 
ored. In  his  early  life  Samuel  Smith  was  a 
miner,  and  it  was  in  that  capacity  that  he  be- 
came interested  in  Venango  county  lands.  But 
with  increased  knowledge  of  the  oil  resources 
of  this  region  his  property  acquired  a  new  and 
greater  value,  and  it  was  as  an  oil  producer 
that  he  acquired  a  competence  and  became 
best  known. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  bom 
at  Ayr,  and  was  very  young  when  his  parents 
died.  Hence  it  was  that,  when  eight  years  old, 
he  came  to  America  with  an  uncle,  William 
McFarland,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he 
reached  early  manhood,  passing  this  period  on 
a  large  farm  in  Kansas,  where  Mr.  McFarland 
settled.  He  had  one  sister,  Elizabeth,  older 
than  himself,  married  to  James  Thompson  and 
living  in  Butler  county,  Pa.,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  was  the  reason  which  caused  him  to  de- 
cide upon  thjs  region;  it  is  believed  that  she 
was  married  when  she  came  from  Scotland, 
and  she  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
Samuel  Smith  had  learned  weaving,  but  he  did 
not  follow  the  trade  long,  finding  employment 
as  a  coal  miner  when  he  came  to  Butler  county. 
His  early  experiences  in  that  occupation  were 
typical  of  the  arbitrary  management  prevail- 
ing among  mine  owners  in  those  days.  He  had 
to  take  most  of  his  pay  in  goods  from  the  com- 
pany stores,  in  fact  there  was  one  time  that  for 
a  whole  year  he  did  not  have  a  dollar  in  cash. 
Mr.  Smith  also  lived  in  Armstrong  and  Mer- 
cer counties  before  coming  to  Venango,  en- 
gaging in  mining  at  his  various  locations,  and 
he  mined  along  the  Allegheny  river  for  three 
or  four  years  before  he  secured  his  first  prop- 
erty. It  was  a  tract  of  twenty-three  acres 
situated  in  Sandy  Creek  township,  on  a  hill- 
side a  little  back  from  the  Allegheny,  and  he 
bought  it  for  the  coal,  opening  mines  by  the 
process  known  as  drifting  in,  for  which  the 
location  possessed  peculiar  advantages.  The 
development  of  the  Bully  Hill  oil  field,  in 
which  this  land  lies,  created  a  local  demand  for 
all  the  coal  which  he  could  produce,  and  his 
operations  gave  employment  to  from  ten  to 
twelve  men,  being  particularly  profitable  be- 
cause of  the  proximity  of  the  market.  When 
it  was  found  that  there  was  oil  on  the  land 
he  leased  the  rights  and  had  the  development 
work  in  that  line  carried  on  by  others,  some 
forty  years  ago.  However,  he  bought  the 
lease  on  his  own  place  after  a  time  and  turned 
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his  attention  to  the  production  of  oil,  though 
he  also  continued  mining  coal  for  the  local 
trade.  Twenty-three  weUs  were  sunk  on  his 
property,  and  when  ready  to  extend  operations 
he  leased  over  one  hundred  acres  more.  Mean- 
time, as  his  sons  grew  up,  they  assisted  him 
and  in  time  became  associated  with  him  in  the 
business,  which  attained  large  proportions.  He 
retired  and  passed  his  closing  years  in  ease, 
dying  in  March,  1906,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four. 

Mr.  Smith  lived  on  his  land  in  Sandy  Creek 
township  from  the  time  it  came  into  his  posses- 
sion, building  a  fine  home  there.  On  Jan.  5, 
i860,  he  was  married  in  Armstrong  county  to 
Elizabeth  McNutt,  a  native  of  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, and  four  children  were  bom  to  them  in 
that  county  and  one  in  Mercer  county  before 
they  settled  in  Venango.  They  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  William  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  Butler  county; 
Robert  is  in  the  oil  business  at  Bartlesville, 
Okla. ;  Margaret  married  William  Phillips,  and 
both  are  now  deceased  (he  was  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness and  removed  to  Ohio,  but  they  came  back 
to  this  section  and  died  here)  ;  Elizabeth  died 
in  middle  age,  unmarried;  Samuel  was  bom 
Feb.  4,  1868,  in  Mercer  county;  Henry,  bom 
in  1869,  the  first  of  the  family  bom  in  Ye- 
nango  county,  lived  at  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  twenty-two  years 
old ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Sisney,  a  me- 
chanic, of  Franklin,  Pa. ;  John  D.  and  James 
A.  are  mentioned  below.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
also  reared  an  adopted  daughter,  Nellie,  from 
infancy ;  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Wilton  Crou- 
ther,  of  Crawford  county.  Mrs.  Smith  reached 
the  same  age  as  her  husband,  surviving  him  a 
few  years,  until  Thanksgiving  time,  1909. 
They  are  buried  in  the  Graham  cemetery.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  devout  Christian,  and  attended 
and  supported  the  Church  of  God,  which  was 
two  miles  from  his  home.  He  had  no  taste 
for  public  life,  and  never  held  office. 

Of  the  three  sons  who  remained  at  the  old 
home  with  their  father  and  succeeded  him  in 
business,  Samuel,  John  and  James  A.,  all  kept 
their  interests  in  common,  and  although  John 
Smith  died  recently  his  family  continue  the 
association.  About  twenty-two  years  ago 
these  three  sons  took  charge  of  operations,  and 
since  the  father's  death  have  carried  on  the 
production  of  oil,  etc.,  as  Smith  Brothers. 
They  began  with  twenty  wells,  and  now  have 
fifty-five  producing,  with  a  high  average  yield. 
Though  things  have  prospered  in  their  care, 
and  they  have  been  more  than  ordinarily  suc- 
cessful on  the  whole,  they  have  also  had  their 
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share  of  disappointments,  having  at  one  time 
drilled  eleven  wells  before  striking  one  that 
paid.  The  home  property  has  never  been 
divided,  the  sons  holding  it  in  common,  and 
each  built  a  residence  there  near  the  old  pa- 
rental home,  which  was  left  to  the  sisters.  The 
Smith  Brothers  have  become  noted  for  their 
intelligent  management  and  well-directed  ef- 
forts, thrift  and  diligence  being  characteristic 
traits  of  all  the  members  of  this  family.  They 
have  endeavored  to  do  their  duty  as  citizens, 
upholding  all  good  movements,  and  have  been 
particularly  active  in  church  work,  being 
valued  members  of  the  Pleasant  Grove  M.  E. 
congregation,  whose  house  of  worship  is  but 
half  a  mile  from  the  Smith  property.  All 
three  of  the  brothers  have  supported  the  Pro- 
hibition party. 

Samuel  Smith,  born  Feb.  4,  1868,  in  Mer- 
cer county,  Pa.,  was  married  June  21,  1904,  to 
Blanche  Waid,  of  Crawford  county.  Pa.  They 
have  three  children,  Norman,  Margaret  ancl 
Alfred,  all  at  home.  Like  his  brothers,  Mr. 
Smith  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  of  which  he  has  long 
been  a  trustee,  also  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
Sunday  school,  where  he  teaches  a  class  of 
young  boys. 

John  D.  Smith,  bom  June  2,  1874,  in  Ve- 
nango county,  died  Oct.  6,  1917.  On  June  30, 
1904,  he  was  married  to  Nellie  M.  Cassidy,'of 
Pleasantville,  who  survives  him  with  their  two 
children,  George  and  Floyd.  He  was  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  Pleasant  Grove  Church, 
and  for  four  years  before  his  death  had  a  class 
of  young  boys  in  the  Sunday  school,  whom  he 
had  taught  ever  since  they  were  organized  into 
a  class.  His  cooperation  in  church  and  social 
work  was  greatly  appreciated. 

James  A.  Smith,  bom  in  Venango  county 
July  18,  1876,  was  given  common  school  ad- 
vantages, and  has  been  associated  with  his 
brothers  in  business  from  young  manhood.  On 
Jan.  I,  1 90 1,  he  married  Elizabeth  Courier,  of 
Cornwall,  Ontario,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Florence,  Herbert  and  Lewis.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  at  Franklin. 

THOMAS  ARNOTT,  Ute  of  Franklin, 
lived  retired  in  that  city  for  many  years  after 
a  profitable  experience  in  the  oil  fields  of 
Venango  county,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early 
investors  and  operators.  He  was  a  man  of 
substantial  qualities  and  worthy  character, 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  and  his 
widow  is  still  an  honored  resident  of  the  town, 
which  has  been  her  home  since  1871. 
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Mr.  Arnott  was  of  English  nativity,  and  his 
parents  lived  and  died  in  England,  where  his 
father  was  a  landowner.  He  was  bom  Oct.  19, 
1822,  in  Yorkshire,  and  remained  in  the  land 
of  his  birth  until  after  he  reached  manhood, 
being  twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  America.  For  a  short  time  he  lived  in 
Mercer  county.  Pa.,  removing  thence  to  Ven- 
ango county  and  locating  at  Plumer,  where  he 
engaged  in  merchandising,  having  one  of  the 
first  stores  at  that  place.  He  was  there  when 
the  oil  excitement  broke  out,  and  in  common 
with  other  men  of  the  vicinity  bought  land 
which  seemed  promising  for  oil  exploitaticm, 
he  and  his  associates  being  fortunate  in  finding 
oil  on  their  holdings.  After  a  number  of  years 
of  paying  operations  Mr.  Arnott  disposed  of 
his  interests^  in  1871  removing  to  Franklin, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  long  life  in  re- 
tirement. His  home  was  established  on  the 
property  at  No.  11 29  Liberty  street  which  he 
purchased,  and  there  he  died  July  11,  1900,  in 
his  seventy-eighth  year.  He  is  buried  in  the 
Catholic  cemetery  at  Franklin. 

In  1864  Mr.  Arnott  was  married  to  Ellen 
Jane  Nicklin,  whose  parents,  William  and 
Frances  (Moore)  Nicklin,  came  to  this  country 
from  England  and  settled  in  Mercer  county, 
Pa.,  where  they  lived  and  died.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arnott  were  bom  five  children,  namely: 
William,  the  eldest  son,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Ella,  who  is  married  to 
Thomas  Bergin,  is  still  living  at  Franklin; 
Mary  Theresa,  wife  of  J.  R.  McClure,  lives  in 
Chicago,  111. ;  Thomas  J.  has  remained  with  his 
mother;  George  died  in  1912,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four  years. 

Thomas  J.  Arnott  was  born  Aug.  21,  1873, 
at  FranWin.  Pa.,  and  received  all  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  place.  He  passed 
the  earlier  years  of  his  business  life  in  dif- 
ferent occupations,  clerking  for  a  time,  and  was 
in  the  West  for  two  years,  engaged  in  gold 
mining  in  Idaho,  where  he  was  associated  with 
two  other  men  from  Franklin,  W.  D.  Bunce 
and  S.  D.  Kams.  Upon  his  return  to  Frank- 
lin he  entered  the  tobacco  and  cigar  trade,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  same  at  the  present  time.  He 
also  has  interests  in  the  minine:  and  oil  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Arnott  is  regarded  as  a  reliable 
citizen  and  well  known  to  a  largre  proportion 
of  his  fellow  townsmen,  among  whom  his  repu- 
tation is  most   favorable. 

JOHN  H.  MOYAR,  of  Oil  City,  though  one 
of  the  youngest  men  operating  in  the  local  oil 
fields  holds  a  favorable  position  in  the  business, 
with  every  prospect  of  a  prosperous  future. 


He  was  bom  May  21,  1890,  in  Complanter 
township,  this  county,  youngest  son  of  William 
and  Detta  (Longwell)  Moyar,  and  spent  his 
early  years  at  his  birthplace,  meanwhile  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  of  the  locality.  Later 
he  took  a  course  at  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School,  in  Erie  county.  Pa.,  and  since  his 
graduation  from  that  institution  in  1909  has 
been  engaged  in  the  oil  fields,  where  he  has 
established  a  well  merited  reputation  as  a  reli- 
able drilling  contractor.  In  the  course  of  his 
drilling  operations  he  has  naturally  learned  of 
attractive  opportunities  for  investment  in  oil 
properties,  and  having  taken  advantage  of  them 
judiciously  has  some  valuable  interests  in  that 
line,  his  production  work  having  proved  very 
profitable.  Mr.  Moyar  is  well  known  in  social 
and  fraternal  connections,  holding  membership 
in  the  Wanango  Club,  the  local  lodge  of  B.  P. 
O.  Elks  and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  associated 
with  Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  483,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Rouseville,  and  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection 
in  Oil  City. 

In  191 3  Mr.  Moyar  married  Mina  Lou 
Downing,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  Downing,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  daughter 
and  one  son,  Mary  Ann  and  John  B. 

GEORGE  McCLELLAN  McFADDEN.  of 
Qinton  township,  bears  a  name  which  has 
been  associated  with  industry  and  honest 
worth  in  that  section  for  over  a  century,  and 
his  maternal  ancestors  also  were  among  the 
honored  pioneer  residents  there.  His  own 
record  has  added  to  the  reputation  which  the 
McFaddens  have  always  maintained  for  enter- 
prise in  their  undertakings,  particularly  his 
success  in  the  improvement  of  his  present 
property,  which  during  the  comparatively  brief 
period  of  his  ownership  has  been  converted 
from  a  womout  tract  to  profitable  fertility  and 
attractive  order.  Mr.  McFadden  is  a  native 
of  Irwin  township,  this  county,  where  the  fam- 
ily has  been  well  represented  ever  since  it  was 
founded  in  this  region,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip 
Ghost.  McFadden  and  grandson  of  John  Mc- 
Fadden. 

John  McFadden.  the  grandfather,  was  bora 
in  this  country,  but  was  of  Irish  parentage. 
He  owned  a  farm  of  150  acres  in  Irwin  town- 
ship, which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  de- 
scendants, his  son  Philip  G.  McFadden  own- 
ing eighty  acres,  and  the  old  homestead  part 
being  in  the  possession  of  Orville  Ghost  who 
married  Jane  Farren,  daughter  of  James  and 
Marjorie  (McFadden)  Farren.  John  McFad- 
den and  his  wife  Barbara  (Hoffman)  lived 
and  died  on  this  place,  he  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
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one  years,  she  when  eighty-seven  years  old. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  James  Hoffman  and  in 
the  maternal  line  related  to  the  Ghost  family, 
the  Hoffmans  and  Ghosts  both  being  early 
settlers  in  this  section.  John  and  Barbara 
(Hoffman)  McFadden  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: James,  Michael,  John,  Daniel,  Philip 
Ghost,  Perry,  Jacob,  Carlile,  Sarah  (Mrs. 
John  Leighter),  Mary  (Mrs.  Jackson  Mor- 
row) and  Marjorie  (Mrs.  James  Farren). 
The  latter  obtained  the  old  homestead,  and  as 
above  mentioned  it  is  now  owned  by  her  son- 
in-law.  All  this  family  are  now  deceased  ex- 
cept Philip  G.  and  Carlile,  the  latter  living  at 
Barkeyville,  this  county;  the  daughters'  hus- 
bands are  also  deceased. 

Philip  Ghost  McFadden,  son  of  John  Mc- 
Fadden, was  born  Oct.  25,  1833,  on  the  farm 
in  Irwin  township  where  he  still  lives,  and 
which  formed  part  of  his  father's  homestead 
place.  It  lies  near  Nectarine,  two  or  three 
miles  west  of  Clintonville.  All  his  active  years 
were  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits  there,  and 
he  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  respected 
citizens  in  hjs  locality.  In  August,  1858,  he 
married  Matilda  Walter,  who  is  now  also  over 
eighty  years  old,  daughter  of  Jacob  Walter 
and  granddaughter  of  John  Walter,  a  very 
early  settler  here.  The  Walter  family  his- 
tory appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  m  the  bi- 
ography of  Mrs.  McFadden's  brother,  Jacob 
Hoffman  Walter.  The  eight  children  bom  to 
this  union  are  all  living,  viz. :  Jacob  Ambrose, 
a  resident  of  Nectarine;  Mary  Emily,  Mrs. 
Plumer  Hoffman,  of  Nectarine;  George  Mc- 
Clellan;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Robert  Hamilton,  of 
Qinton  township;  Laura  Etta,  Mrs.  Harry 
Moore,  of  Franklin;  Mag|^e,  Mrs.  James 
Armstrong,  of  Irwin  township ;  Joseph,  also  in 
Irwin  township ;  and  William,  who  lives  at  the 
old  home  with  his  parents. 

George  McClellan  McFadden  was  born 
Aug.  27,  1864,  in  Irwin  township,  on  the  farm 
where  his  parents  are  still  living,  and  remained 
at  home  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  in  attendance  at  the  local 
schools  and  in  assisting  on  the  home  place, 
where  he  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
essentials  of  general  farming,  in  which  line  of 
work  he  has  continued  satisfactorily.  The 
first  year  after  his  marriage  he  hired  out  by 
the  year,  being  employed  on  the  HoUister 
farm,  and  then  engaged  in  agriculture  on  his 
own  account  as  tenant  on  the  farm  of  his 
wife's  brother  Samuel  V.  Walter,  in  Clinton 
township,  continuing  to  rent  that  place  for 
seven  years.  Meantime  he  had  bought  a  tract 
of  twenty  acres  adjoining,  and  Mrs.  McFad- 


den having  traded  her  portion  of  her  father's 
estate  for  the  farm  where  they  were  living, 
containing  twenty-nine  acres,  they  had  forty- 
nine  acres,  where  they  made  their  home  until 
1910.  Mr.  McFadden  worked  diligently  to 
improve  this  tract,  building  a  good  house  and 
bam,  as  well  as  convenient  outbuildings,  and 
getting  the  soil  into  good  condition,  the  value 
of  the  property  having  increased  greatly  by  the 
time  it  was  sold.  It  is  now  the  home  of  Lew 
Morrow.  It  lies  in  the  oil  belt,  and  had  ten 
producing  wells  during  Mr.  McFadden's  res- 
idence there.  Upon  disposing  of  that  place,  in 
1910,  Mr.  McFadden  bought  his  present  home 
in  Clinton  township,  the  Scott  farm  of  sixty- 
three  acres,  situated  three  miles  east  of  Clin- 
tonville. Not  long  afterward  his  wife^  bought 
the  seventy-five-acre  tract  adjoining,  another 
Scott  farm,  and  there  is  a  set  of  buildings  on 
each  portion,  the  second  tract  being  operated 
by  'Mr.  McFadden's  son-in-law,  who  lives 
there.  Mr.  McFadden  has  been  improving  his 
place  systematically  since  he  settled  there. 
There  is  plenty  of  limestone  on  the  tract, 
which  he  has  used  liberally  to  enhance  the 
productiveness  of  the  soil,  practically  all  of 
which  is  available  for  planting  and  is  under 
cultivation  in  general  crops.  By  persistent  in- 
dustry he  has  succeeded  in  improving  the  yield 
greatly,  and  he  has  also  kept  up  the  build- 
ings in  the  best  of  condition;  the  house  was 
built  mainly  during  his  ownership.  Though 
interested  in  the  general  welfare  Mr.  McFad- 
den has  not  taken  any  part  in  public  affairs, 
holding  no  offices,  but  voting  for  good  men, 
and  supporting  the  Democratic  party  on 
national  issues.  He  attends  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  Clinton. 

When  twenty-one  years  old  Mr.  McFadden 
married  Louvisa  Jane  Walter,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Walter,  and 
bom  and  reared  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
her  brother  Samuel  V.  Walter,  in  Irwin  town- 
ship. She  is  about  the  same  age  as  Mr.  Mc- 
Fadden. Philip  Walter  was  also  bom  and 
reared  on  the  farm  of  Samuel  V.  Walter,  and 
was  a  son  of  John  Walter,  above  mentioned. 
Two  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McFadden :  Adda  Caroline  and  Edward  Ray- 
mond, the  latter,  now  eighteen  years  old,  liv- 
ing on  the  home  place  with  his  parents.  The 
daughter  is  the  wife  of  George  Whieldon,  who 
operates  the  seventy-five-acre  farm  which 
Mrs.  McFadden  owns  adjoining  the  home 
tract.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whieldon  have  no  chil- 
dren. He  was  bom  in  Mercer  county,  Pa., 
son  of  Joseph  and  Caroline  (Triskit)  Whiel- 
don, who  live  at  or  near  the  Bullion  store. 
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three  miles  north  of  Clintonville.  George 
VVhieldon  worked  in  the  oil  fields  before  his 
marriage. 

DOANE  BURROWS  (deceased)  held  a 
foremost  place  among  up-to-date  agriculturists 
in  his  section  of  Venango  county,  and  the  farm 
interests  which  he  established  upon  such  a 
solid  basis  are  being  carried  on  in  the  same 
progressive  spirit  by  two  of  his  sons,  who  in 
addition  have  branched  out  into  oil  produc- 
tion with  gratifying  success.  Mr.  Burrows 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  acquiring  the 
valuable  farm  which  his  sons  are  now  oper- 
ating by  efficient  management  coupled  with  in- 
defatigable industry,  and  he  kept  abreast  of 
the  times  in  everything  pertaining  to  his  call- 
ing, adopting  a  policy  of  liberal  economy 
through  which  his  property  became  one  of  the 
most  productive  in  the  county.  His  sterling 
personal  traits  gained  him  the  unqualified  re- 
spect of  all  who  had  dealings  with  him. 

Mr.  Burrows  spent  practically  all  of  his  life 
in  Allegheny  township,  where  his  parents  set- 
tled in  1847,  coming  from  New  York  State. 
His  birth  took  place  July  4,  1845,  at  Sinclair- 
ville,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  he  was  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Bronson)  Bur- 
rows, the  latter  dying  in  1850,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Willard  and  Doane.  The  father  sub- 
sequently married  (second)  Nancy  Woodcock. 
He  followed  his  trade,  that  of  cabinetmaker, 
in  addition  to  farming,  the  family  living  for 
some  years  halfway  between  Pleasantville  and 
Enterprise,  in  Allegheny  township.  Andrew 
Burrows  moved  to  the  farm  afterward  owned 
by  his  son  Doane,  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
east  of  Pleasantville,  but  was  never  its  owner. 
In  1866  he  and  his  son  Willard  went  to  Erie 
county,  Ohio,  and  there  made  a  permanent 
settlement,  Andrew  Burrows  dying  there,  and 
Willard  Burrows  still  residing  in  that  county, 
near  Huron. 

Though  barely  of  age  when  his  father  and 
brother  went  to  Ohio,  Doane  Burrows  re- 
mained on  the  farm  and  undertook  its  pur- 
chase, succeeding  in  paying  for  it  while  he 
carried  on  extensive  improvements  and  well 
planned  cultivation  of  the  soil  His  tract  com- 
prised two  hundred  acres,  which  through  his 
labors  and  thrift  were  converted  into  a  valu- 
able farm,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  time 
following  his  second  marriage,  when  he  lived 
near  his  wife's  people  in  Erie  county,  Pa.,  for 
two  years,  he  made  his  home  on  his  own  farm 
until  the  end  of  his  life.  He  never  spared  him- 
self in  carrying  forward  any  of  his  enterprises, 
working  with  unabated  vigor  to  the  close  of 


his  days,  his  death  occurring  Dec.  28,  1905,  in 
his  sixty-first  year.  Mr.  Burrows  followed 
general  farming  with  more  than  average  suc- 
cess, but  he  improved  his  land  specially  with 
reference  to  its  value  as  a  dairy  farm,  keeping 
as  many  cows  as  possible  and  producing  butter 
in  large  quantities,  his  usual  output  being  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weekly,  all  ordered 
in  advance.  Though  he  never  boasted  about 
his  stock  he  built  up  his  herd  with  such  intel- 
ligence and  foresight  that  he  had  a  fine  bunch 
of  profitable  Jerseys,  and  the  example  which 
he  set  was  a  potent  influence  in  improving 
lands  and  cattle  all  over  his  neighborhood.  He 
did  his  share  toward  the  careful  administration 
of  township  affairs,  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board,  and  cooperated  in  every 
movement  on  foot  for  the  betterment  of  the 
locality.  Church  and  social  enterprises  also 
received  his  cordial  support,  his  religious  con- 
nection being  with  the  Carsonville  United 
Brethren  Church,  one  mile  east  of  his  home, 
and  his  fraternal  affiliations  with  the  E.  A.  U. 
and  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Originally  a 
Republican  on  political  questions,  he  changed 
to  the  Prohibition  party  a  number  of  years  ago. 
Allegheny  township  lost  one  of  its  most  esti- 
mable citizens  in  his  death. 

In  1867  Mr.  Burrows  married  Catherine 
Shelmad^pe,  who  had  grown  up  with  him  in 
the  same  neighborhood,  her  father,  Nelson 
Shelmadine,  being  a  nearby  farmer.  She  died 
in  1890,  and  he  afterward  married  (second) 
Mrs.  Agnes  Crook,  of  Erie  county.  Pa.,  who 
survives  him,  now  living  at  Titusville  with  her 
two  daughters,  Jennie  and  Jessie  Crook.  By 
his  first  marriage  Mr.  Burrows  had  three  sons, 
Arthur  E.,  David  N.  and  Willard  Eari,  all  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  oil  production  in  this 
vicinity.  Arthur  E.  Burrows  makes  his  home 
in  Pleasantville. 

David  N.  and  Willard  E.  Burrows  con- 
tinue to  reside  on  the  paternal  farm,  which 
they  own  and  operate  in  close  partnership, 
having  bought  the  other  interests  in  that  prop- 
erty. They  do  business  as  Burrows  Brothers, 
having  held  their  interests  of  all  kinds  in  com- 
mon for  the  last  eight  years  and  worked 
together  harmonwusly  and  effectively;  both 
have  homes  on  the  farm,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  apart ;  and  their  long-continued  coopera- 
tion has  resulted  in  notable  improvements  on 
the  place.  The  old  dwelling  was  rebuilt  by 
their  father,  but  the  new  bank  bam  is  of  their 
construction  and  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
Though  the  brothers  have  gone  into  oil  produc- 
tion extensively  and  profitably,  both  on  their 
own  and  neighboring  lands,  they  take  pride  in 
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their  ability  and  success  as  farmers,  conduct- 
ing both  branches  of  their  business  with  equal 
care. 

During  the  last  ten  years  Burrows  Brothers 
have  made  noteworthy  oil  developments,  own- 
ing a  lease  on  the  old  McCrum  farm  which  had 
seventeen  wells  in  operation  when  it  came  into 
their  possession,  with  thirty-nine  at  present. 
All  of  the  twenty-two  wells  sunk  by  them  arc 
producers.  They  also  have  eight  wells  on  the 
home  farm  which  give  a  moderate  yield,  but 
several  drilled  there  have  proved  to  be  dry 
holes.  The  brothers  have  proved  worthy  suc- 
cessors to  their  father  in  personal  character 
and  citizenship  as  well  as  in  enterprise  regard- 
ing material  things,  and  they  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem.  They  are  members  of  the  U. 
B.  Church. 

David  N.  Burrows  married  Minerva  Record, 
and  Willard  E.  Burrows  married  Harriet  Her- 
ron.  The  latter  has  two  children,  Margaret 
(now  six  years  old)  and  Minford  (aged  three 
years). 

J.  ALBERT  DUFFORD,  druggist  at  Clin- 
tonville,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  tradesmen 
in  that  borough  and  the  adjacent  territory. 
His  well  kept  and  completely  appointed  store 
would  do  credit  to  a  much  more  populous  place, 
and  in  maintaining  so  attractive  an  estabKsh- 
nient  Mr.  Dufford  is  showing  substantial  ap- 
preciation of  the  patronage  he  has  received  as 
well  as  a  commendable  ambition  to  be  worthy 
of  a  place  among  the  most  progressive  mer- 
chants of  his  community.  Mr.  Dufford  started 
business  here  in  May,  1905,  and  has  become 
thoroughly  identified  with  all  the  vital  interests 
of  the  borough,  manifesting  a  willingness  to 
assume  the  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship 
that  has  been  in  practical  evidence  in  all  his 
relations  with  his  townsmen. 

Mr.  Dufford  is  a  native  of  Butler,  Pa,,  bom 
Dec.  I,  1872,  son  of  G.  L.  Dufford,  who  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  that  county.  He  died  at 
Clintonville,  where  he  had  been  residing  for 
two  years.  J.  Albert  Dufford  received  a  good 
literary  education,  pursuing  his  higher  studies 
at  Mount  Union  College,  Alliance,  Ohio,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1897. 
Meantime  he  had  been  engaged  in  teachii^, 
which  profession  he  followed  in  his  native 
county  and  for  two  years  in  Ohio.  He  took 
his  course  in  pharmacy  at  Philadelphia,  in 
1899-00,  and  having  passed  the  examination  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  board  of  pharmacy  en- 
tered upon  work  in  his  chosen  line  in  Pitts- 
burgh, where  he  had  a  store  of  his  own  for 
six  months  before  his  removal  to  Clintonville. 


In  1914  Mr.  Dufford  erected  the  building  in 
which  the  business  is  now  conducted,  located 
on  a  central  comer  in  the  borough  and  ar- 
ranged especially  for  the  requirements  of  the 
stock  and  trade.  He  has  always  endeavored  to 
carry  full  and  well  selected  lines  of  the  class 
of  goods  that  he  handles,  and  no  other  store  in 
this  section  has  a  better  reputation  for  prompt 
and  obliging  service  to  its  patrons.  Mr.  Duf- 
ford has  been  scrupulous  about  repaying  the 
loyalty  of  his  customers  by  giving  them  the  best 
the  trade  affords,  and  the  friendly  relations 
which  exist  between  them  are  as  gratifying  to 
him  as  his  material  success. 

On  Oct.  5,  1909,  Mr.  Dufford  married  Ruth 
Riddle,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Eleanor 
Fern,  now  four  years  old.  The  family  is  as- 
sociated with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Socially  Mr.  Dufford  is  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge  at  Emlenton,  and  he  also  maintains 
his  mem&rship  in  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  fra- 
ternity, to  which  he  was  admitted  while  a 
student  of  Mount  Union  College. 

NATHAN  COHEN,  of  FrankKn,  has  been 
a  prosperous  young  merchant  in  that  city, 
where  the  members  of  his  family  have  been 
identified  with  business  interests  for  three  gen- 
erations. Both  his  father  and  grandfather 
were  interested  in  the  clothing  and  men's  fur- 
nishings establishment  still  carried  <m  tmder 
the  name  of  H.  Cohen's  Sons,  and  his  own 
early  experience  was  acquired  there.  A  few 
years  ago,  however,  he  bought  out  the  news 
business  owned  by  the  late  George  Sheasley, 
and  under  his  energetic  management  has 
already  tripled  the  trade,  adding  to  the  size  and 
scope  of  his  stock  to  accommodate  an  ever 
increasing  patronage.  Mr.  Cohen  is  a -native 
of  Franklin,  bom  June  27,  1886,  son  of  Philip 
Cohen  and  grandson  of  Henry  Cohen. 

Henry  Cohen  was  bom  in  Germany,  whence 
he  came  to  America  in  boyhood.  After  a  short 
stay  in  Philadelphia  he  went  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  locating  at  Painesville,  where  he  entered 
the  clothing  business  and  remained  for  some 
years.  He  became  well  and  favorably  known 
there,  filling  the  position  of  chief  marshal.  In 
i860  he  removed  to  Franklin,  Pa.,  where  he 
opened  the  first  clothing  store  in  the  place, 
his  location  being  on  Thirteenth  street,  in  the 
building  known  as  Hanna  Hall,  which  stood 
on  the  present  site  of  the  Bradley  dry  goods 
store.  Later  he  was  on  Liberty  street,  first 
in  the  Bleakley  building  and  afterward  where 
Hume's  Cafe  now  is.  He  came  to  the  city  at 
an  auspicious  time  for  the  building  up  of  trade, 
when  the  activity  in  the  oil  business  was  bring- 
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ing  prosperity,  and  not  only  attracted  a  good 
patronage  in  Franklin  but  also  established 
stores  at  Emlenton  and  Harrisville.  At  the 
former  place  his  was  the  leading  store  for 
fifteen  years,  his  son  having  the  management 
there,  and  though  he  operated  the  store  at 
Harrisville  for  only  a  short  time,  during  the 
oil  excitement,  he  did  well  there  also.  His 
son  Moses  still  continues  the  business  which 
he  founded  in  Franklin,  having  a  store  on 
Thirteenth  street.  Mr.  Cohen  was  active  until 
his  death,  though  he  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  He  was  more  than  a  successful 
business  man,  being  noted  for  his  public  spirit 
and  his  private  benevolences,  which  made  him 
beloved  by  many  less  fortunate  than  himself. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
lodge  at  Franklin.  His  wife,  Esther,  like  him- 
self a  native  of  Germany,  survived  him,  dying 
at  Franklin  when  eighty-six  years  old.  They 
had  two  sons,  Philip  and  Moses.  The  latter 
was  a  well  known  ball  player  during  his  early 
manhood,  playing  with  the  famous  Oil  Stock- 
ings team. 

Philip  Cohen,  father  of  Nathan  Cohen,  was 
bom  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  had  a  common 
school  education,  and  received  his  business 
training  in  his  father's  store,  continuing  with 
him  until  his  death.  For  a  number  of  years 
the  business  was  carried  on  under  the  firm 
name  of  Henry  Cohen  &  Sons,  the  present 
style  being  H.  Cohen's  Sons.  Philip  Cohen  re- 
tained his  active  connection  therewith  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Aug.  4,  191 1.  Socially 
he  was  well  known  and  liked,  having  quite  a 
reputation  as  a  checker  player,  with  few  if  any 
equals  in  this  territory.  He  was  a  Mason, 
affiliated  with  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  F.  &  A. 
M.  His  wife  Lena  (Hirsch),  who  was  born 
in  Germany,  daughter  of  Elias  Hirsch,  con- 
tinues to  make  her  home  in  Franklin.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  bom  to  this  union: 
Samuel,  who  is  a  resident  of  Franklin,  one  of 
the  owners  of  the  business  of  H.  Cohen's  Sons, 
of  which  he  has  charge ;  Jacob,  who  served  in 
the  United  States  regular  army  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  5th  Infantry,  and  died  while  on 
military  duty  in  the  Philippines,  in  1902; 
Rachel,  who  died  young :  Nathan ;  and  Pauline, 
livingf  at  home,  who  graduated  from  the  Frank- 
lin high  school  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1911 
(she  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  at 
Franklin). 

Nathan  Cohen,  best  known  as  "Nate"  among 
his  dailv  associates,  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin.  He  really  en- 
tered his  present  line  at  the  early  age  of  six 
years,  when  he  commenced  to  carry  papers. 


and  he  has  been  selling  them  practically  all  his 
life,  though  he  was  employed  in  his  father's 
store  for  some  years.  On  Feb.  i,  1914,  he 
bought  the  news  business  formerly  owned  by 
the  late  George  Sheasley,  occupying  his  old 
stand  at  No.  121 1  Liberty  street,  in  the  "United 
States  Hotel"  block,  and  carrying  a  full  line  of 
the  daily  and  Sunday  papers  in  local  demand, 
as  well  as  a  comprehensive  stock  of  cigars, 
tobacco,  leather  goods  and  similar  merchandise, 
to  which  he  has  added  constantly  as  the  growth 
of  trade  justified.  Mr.  Cohen  has  shown  initia- 
tive in  introducing  new  lines  and  finding  a 
market  for  them,  hence  the  steady  expansion  of 
custom  which  has  rewarded  his  eflForts.  He  is 
known  to  practically  all  the  residents  of  the 
city,  and  respected  as  a  reliable  young  man  and 
a  worthy  member  of  a  family  of  substantial 
position.  He  is  now  with  the  American  forces 
in  France,  having  entered  the  military  service 
from  Franklin,  belonging  to  Company  B,  319th 
Infantry.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  the 
Odd  Fellows. 

ANTHONY  GELTZ  is  a  well  and  favorably 
known  resident  of  Oil  Creek  township,  where 
he  has  been  engaged  in  oil  operations  over 
forty  years,  practically  all  of  that  time  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  present  home,  which  lies  two 
miles  north  of  Pithole  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance south  of  Pleasantville.  He  is  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Geltz  &  Sons,  and  in 
some  operations  is  in  partnership  with  James 
Wilbur.  Mr.  Geltz  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  has  always  been  a  loyal  citizen  of  his 
adopted  country,  where  he  has  lived  from  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  Bom  Jan.  i,  1842,  in 
Bavaria,  (Jermany,  he  passed  his  early  years 
there,  crossing  the  ocean  with  his  mother  and 
the  other  children  to  rejoin  the  father,  who  had 
come  to  America  three  years  previously  and 
was  employed  at  Wellsville,  N.  Y.  There 
Anthony  Geltz  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker, 
which  he  followed  until  he  joined  the  Union 
army  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting 
Aug.  30,  1862.  when  only  twenty  years  old, 
in  Company  G,  64th  New  York  volunteers. 
He  was  wounded  by  a  bullet  in  the  left  hip  at 
his  first  engagement,  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, in  December,  1862,  and  spent  several 
months  in  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.  and 
being  disabled  so  that  he  could  not  return  to 
the  ranks  in  his  old  regiment  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  6th  Regiment,  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps.  The  command  was  assigned  to  dut>' 
in  Washington,  being  sent  to  the  outlying  forts 
to  intercept  the  Confederates  when  they  made 
a  threatening  demonstration  against  the  city, 
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and  did  guard  duty  at  Washington,  Cincinnati 
and  Sandusky,  Ohio,*  guarding  prisoners  on 
trains  and  at  Johnsons  Island,  Sandusky. 
When  honorably  discharged  at  Cincinnati,  July 
5,  1865,  his  superior  officer  made  special  men- 
tion on  his  papers  of  his  value  and  faithfulness 
as  a  soldier. 

Shortly  after  returning  to  his  old  home  Mr. 
Geltz  was  married,  July  25,  1865,  to  Bridget 
Quinn,  of  Wellsville,  a  native  of  Ireland  but 
reared  at  Wellsville  from  early  childhood. 
Her  brother,  Martin  Quinn,  had  come  to  the 
western  Pennsylvania  oil  field  as  a  lad,  being 
at  Pithole  in  its  palmiest  days,  and  he  prevailed 
upon  his  sister  and  her  husband  to  remove  to 
Pennsylvania,  which  offered  better  oppor- 
tunities for  remunerative  employment  than 
New  York.  They  removed  to  Venango  county 
in  1874,  and  Mr.  Geltz  immediately  entered 
into  the  line  of  work  which  he  has  since  fol- 
lowed, during  the  first  twenty  years  handling 
leases  for  other  people,  until  he  had  acquired 
some  means  as  well  as  the  necessary  variety  of 
experience  to  engac;e  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  Eventually  he  purchased  the  Lyle 
farm  lease,  where  he  has  since  been  located, 
adding  other  holdings  as  convenient  until,  with 
his  partners,  he  is  now  in  control  of  a  thriving 
production.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  upon  a 
small  tract  of  land  upon  which  there  are  also 
several  wells,  and  altogether  his  association 
with  the  oil  industrv  has  been  both  agreeable 
and  profitable.  He  is  now  practically  retired, 
his  sons  looking  after  the  arduous  work  on 
their  various  properties,  and  enjoys  his  well 
earned  leisure  an^  the  esteem  of  all  who  have 
known  him,  whether  in  business  or  personal  re- 
lations. His  time  has  been  applied  to  his 
work,  though  he  takes  a  friendly  interest  in  all 
that  concerns  the  welfare  of  his  neighborhood 
and  is  willing  to  help  any  enterprise  for  its 
betterment.  He  belongs  to  Aaron  Benedict 
Post,  No.  426,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Pleasantville. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geltz  have  had  six  children: 
Frank  F.,  living  at  home,  who  is  engaged  in 
construction  and  drilling  and  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Wilbur;  William  W.,  a  pumper,  who 
operates  his  father's  leases :  Steven  J.,  of  Pleas- 
antville; Catherine  A.,  living  at  home;  George 
Martin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years;  and  John,  who  died  when  forty-two 
years  old.  All  of  the  sons  have  followed  the 
oil  business. 

JAMES  BROCKINGTON  WITHERUP, 
now  living  retired  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Witherup  family  well  known 
in  southern  Venango  county  since  the  pioneer 


era,  and  was  himself  a  substantial  farmer  and 
land  owner  there,  in  the  vicinity  of  Kenner- 
dell,  throughout  his  active  years.  As  an  occa- 
sional contributor  to  the  Venango  Spectator, 
over  the  signature  of  "Old  Dad,"  his  recollec- 
tions and  comments  on  local  happenings  have 
been  of  interest  to  many  of  the  readers  of  that 
paper,  and  in  1909  he  published  a  history  of  the 
John  Witherup  family,  the  branch  to  which  he 
belongs,  covering  the  period  from  1762  to  1909, 
and  including  a  history  of  the  allied  Phipps 
family,  posterity  of  John  Phipps,  from  1682 
to  1909.  It  took  years  to  gather  the  informa- 
tion included  in  this  little  book,  which  consti- 
tutes a  valuable  family  record,  from  which 
most  of  the  data  for  this  article  were  taken. 
John  Witherup  and  John  Phipps  were  among 
the  earliest  of  those  who  started  the  settlement 
of  Clinton  township,  Venango  county.  Ac- 
counts of  various  branches  of  the  Phipps  fam- 
ily appear  elsewhere  in  this  work  and  need  no 
repetition  here.  The  present  article  is  confined 
to  the  Witherups  in  line  from  John  Witherup. 
John  Witherup  was  bom  Feb.  21,  1762,  it  is 
thought  in  England,  but  we  have  no  record  of 
his  early  life  or  the  date  of  his  arrival  in 
America.  However,  he  is  mentioned  as  being 
probably  the  only  native  of  England  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  Scrubgrass  region.  It  is 
supposed  that  upon  coming  to  this  country  he 
landed  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  where  he  lived  for 
some  time,  removing  then  to  Philadelphia,  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  which  city  he  married  Mary 
Brockington,  in  1786.  She,  too,  was  born  in 
England,  July  18,  1767,  but  nothing  is  known 
of  her  early  life  or  family  history  except  that 
she  had  a  brother,  James  Brockington,  who 
made  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  and  died  be- 
tween 1835  and  1840,  leaving  a  daughter  An^, 
vyho  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Hollis  and 
mother  of  two  children,  Charles  and  Martha. 
Shortly  after  their  marriage  John  and  Mary 
Witherup  removed  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where 
he  found  employment  hauling  freight  across 
the  mountains  to  Fort  Pitt  (now  Pittsburgh), 
whither  he  removed  later  and  resided  for  some 
years.  While  at  Pittsburgh  he  was  engaged 
in  various  enterprises,  furnishing  lumber  and 
other  material  for  the  first  court  house  in  Alle- 
gheny countv — though  according  to  the  account 
of  his  mill  found  below  this  would  appear  to 
have  been  after  his  removal  to  Venango  coun- 
ty. It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  he  cut  and 
placed  in  position  the  first  stick  of  timber  in 
that  building.  It  is  family  tradition  that  in  1789 
he  accompanied  one  John  Harris  on  an  explor- 
ing expedition  to  the  Scrubgrass  region,  in 
what  is  now  Venango  county,  the  story  being 
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that  they  came  over  the  Indian  trail  leading 
from  Fort  Pitt  to  Fort  Franklin,  leaving  the 
trail  at  that  place  in  Irwin  township  where  the 
town  of  Barkeyville  now  stands  and  turning  to 
the  east,  passing  down  the  valley  of  the  big 
Scrubgrass  creek.  Continuing  past  the  mouth 
of  Bullion  run  on  to  the  Allegheny  river,  they 
went  up  the  stream  as  far  as  what  is  now  Eagle 
Rock,  in  President  township,  at  that  time  a 
notorious  rendezvous  for  the  numerous  Indian 
tribes  in  western  Pennsylvania.  Their  journey 
must  have  ended  there,  for  they  returned  to 
Fort  Pitt  by  water.  John  Witherup  must  have 
been  well  pleased  with  what  he  saw,  for  he 
decided  upon  the  locality  for  his  future  home, 
though  the  exact  time  of  his  emigration  is  not 
known.  It  was  likely  during  the  year  1800, 
possibly  a  year  or  so  earlier.  We  find  the  fol- 
lowing in  the  records  of  Venango  county: 
"To  John  Witherup  a  large  tract  of  land  at  the 
mouth  of  Scrubgrass  creek,  adjoining  lands  of 
Samuel  Dotty,  Aaron  Austin,  surveyed  June 
25,  1801,  by  virtue  of  improvements  and  settle- 
ments." The  tract  contained  440  acres,  rfis 
grandson,  James  B.  Witherup,  believes  that  the 
word  improvements  implied  that  he  had  settled 
there  earlier  than  the  date  given.  The  first 
cabin  which  he  built  stood  for  many  years,  and 
his  grandson  describes  it  as  he  saw  it  Dec.  23, 
1846:  **It  was  a  one-story  building  about 
twenty  by  thirty  feet.  The  cabin  stood  some 
thirty  rods  from  the  river,  on  a  plot  of  ground 
now  known  as  the  old  garden.  It  extended 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  the  west  side  of 
the  creek,  from  the  southwest  to  the  north- 
east. One  end  of  the  cabin  faced  the  river; 
in  the  north  comer  was  built  one  of  those  old- 
fashioned  fireplaces  with  a  stone  chimney,  and 
in  the  opposite  corner  of  the  same  end  was  the 
door;  between  the  door  and  the  chimney  was 
a  small  window  of  six  lights,  eight  by  ten 
glass.  Two  windows  of  the  same  size  adorned 
the  south  side  of  the  building,  also  one  in  the 
center  of  the  other  side.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  how  long  Mr.  Witherup  occupied  this  cabin, 
but  he  afterward  built  a  large  frame  house 
about  fifty  feet  east.  The  old  cabin  was  used 
as  a  workshop.  The  public  road  passed 
throue:h  between  the  two  structures.  As  the 
late  Captain  Witherup  decided  to  utilize  the 
ground  on  which  the  original  house  stood  for 
a  garden,  he  removed  the  cabin  in  the  spring 
of  1849.  While  he  was  digging  up  the  earth 
he  found  a  silver  spoon,  one  of  the  set  which 
his  mother  owned.  He  was  greatly  elated. 
The  spoon  remained  in  his  family  until  1869, 
when  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  writer, 
who  preserved  it  until  1897.    I  made  a  present 


of  it  to  my  daughter-in-law,  wife  of  L.  P. 
Witherup." 

After  John  Witherup  became  settled  he  set 
to  work  to  build  a  savmiill,  a  rather  stupendous 
task  under  the  circumstances,  which,  however, 
did  not  daunt  him.  It  was  the  first  mill  in 
Clinton  township  (there  was  also  a  gristmill 
attached),  and  he  was  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  milling  and  lumbering  as  well  as  farm- 
ing. It  is  supposed  that  it  was  on  this  mill  that 
the  lumber  he  cut  for  the  Allegheny  court 
house  was  sawed.  How  long  it  continued  in 
operation  is  not  known,  but  the  location  has 
been  established  by  his  grandson,  James  B. 
Witherup.  The  creek  flowed  along  the  foot 
of  the  hill ;  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  bank, 
about  three  hundred  feet  from  its  present 
course,  was  a  deep  hole,  and  the  location  of  the 
mill  ^as  at  the  point  here  where  the  public 
road  winds  up  the  hill.  While  fishing  in  the 
creek  there  one  day  in  the  summer  of  1847 
he  saw  several  logs  embedded  in  the  gravel, 
which  was  in  six  feet  of  water,  and  on  return- 
ing to  the  house  questioned  his  father,  who 
said  the  first  mill  had  been  on  that  spot.  A 
more  improved  mill  was  built  on  the  west  side 
of  the  creek,  only  a  few  rods  south  of  the  log 
cabin,  which  was  operated  until  the  demands 
made  upon  it  rendered  it  unfit  for  use,  and  was 
taken  down  by  Abraham  Witherup  in  1847. 
He  built  a  larger  and  better  mill  on  the  same 
site,  which  was  operated  until  March,  1865, 
when  work  there  ceased  upon  the  washii^ 
away  of  the  dam  in  the  big  oil  flood  which 
occurred  that  month.  The  mill  remained  idle 
for  some  years,  when  Alfred  Hardwick  pur- 
chased the  frame  and  fixtures,  starting  a 
woolen  mill  and  carpet  factory  in  1876.  He 
operated  his  factory  until  1889,  when  he  sold 
it  to  William  Johnson,  who  in  turn  carried  it 
on  /until  his  death.  After  his  death  the  lumber 
was  used  for  other  purposes.  The  old  frame 
stood  until  it  rotted  away.  An  old  iron 
foundry  and  log  gristmill  stood  a  short  dis- 
tance east  of  the  sawmill,  but  these  buildings 
were  swept  away  on  a  flood  of  Aug.  3,  1853  > 
the  creek  now  has  its  bed  on  the  site.  Some 
time  before  his  death  John  Witherup  sold  his 
property  to  William  Morrow,  who  held  it  until 
it  was  sold  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  in  1846, 
when  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  Captain 
Witherup,  Mr.  Morrow  moving  away  in  De- 
cember and  the  Captain  settling  there  im- 
mediately. 

John  Witherup  was  chosen  to  a  number  of 
important  public  offices.  He  was  the  first 
sheriff  of  Venango  county,  elected  in  1805,  and 
during  his  term  had  the  contract  for  fumish- 
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ing  the  material  for  the  first  court  house,  of 
which  he  superintended  the  construction.  In 
1803  and  1804  he  was  road  supervisor.  In 
1808  he  became  justice  of  the  peace,  which  po- 
sition he  filled  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years. 
In  1821,  1822  and  1824  he  was  township  audi- 
tor; in  1826,  fence  viewer;  and  from  1823 
to  1826,  county  commissioner.  He  died  Sept. 
24,  1842,  at  his  home  in  ClintCMi  township,  his 
wife  dying  some  years  previously,  Feb.  13, 
1835.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
Abraham,  John  (who  died  unmarried),  Robert, 
William,  Alexander,  David  and  Martha  Jane. 
Abraham,  who  was  the  father  of  James  B. 
Witherup,  is  fully  mentioned  below.  The 
third  son,  Robert,  married  Jane  Ridgeway  and 
lived  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  near  the 
mouth  for  a  few  years,  until  they  migrated  to 
Missouri.  He  accompanied  a  party  on  an  ex- 
ploring expedition  up  the  Mississippi,  and  Mr. 
Witherup,  being  taken  sick,  was  left  at  an 
Indian  village  where  a  white  missionary  and 
his  wife  lived.  When  the  rest  of  the  party 
returned  they  found  that  he  had  died  and  been 
buried,  and  so  far  as  the  family  know  his  rest- 
ing place  is  on  the  Red  river.  He  was  survived 
by  his  wife  and  four  sons,  John,  Peter,  Titus 
and  Alexander,  Mrs.  Witherup  returning  to 
Pennsylvania  and  setting  in  Crawford  county. 
In  1859  J^^^  ^"d  Titus  went  to  California, 
where  the  former  was  killed  by  a  falling  tree 
while  cutting  timber,  the  latter  returning  to 
Titusville,  where  his  widow  still  lives ;  their 
son,  Willis,  is  now  a  resident  of  Seattle,  Wash. 
William,  fourth  son  of  John  and  Mary  Withe- 
rup, born  between  1790  and  1800,  married 
Susan  Ridgeway  (sister  of  his  brother  Robert's 
wife),  and  lived  on  a  farm  of  his  father's  in 
Scrubgrass  township  until  1844,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Scioto  county,  Ohio.  He  died  in 
that  State  about  1848.  Their  family  consisted 
of  nine  children,  Mary  B.,  Charles  K.,  Frances 
R.,  Ruth  R.,  John  R.,  Lydia  C,  Alexander, 
Martha  J.  and  Abraham.  Alexander,  fifth  son 
of  John  and  Mary  Witherup,  bom  at  Pitts- 
burgh July  26,  1796,  died  June  16.  1835,  on 
his  farm  in  Scrul^ass  township.  He  married 
Sarah  Tracy,  bom  Oct.  18,  1804,  who  survived 
him  with  three  children,  John,  Mary  and  Fran- 
cis, dying  June  2,  1876.  Martha  Jane,  only 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Withemp,  born 
Mav  10.  1803,  on  the  old  Witherup  homestead 
in  Scrubgrass,  married  \yilliam  Shorts,  a  na- 
tive of  Butler  county,  bom  July  8,  1805,  son  of 
Robert  and  Mary  (Porter)  Shorts  and  graad- 
son  of  James  Johnson  Shorts.  He  was  work- 
ing on  the  farm  for  her  father  at  the  time  of 


their  marriage,  and  shortly  afterward  the 
young  couple  moved  to  Ohio,  but  after  a  brief 
residence  there  retumed  and  settled  on  a  200- 
acre  tract  in  Victory  township  now  known  as 
the  Shorts  homestead.  Mr.  Shorts  was  elected 
a  colonel  in  the  militia,  and  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  raised  a  company  and  went  into  the 
service  as  captain  of  Company  K,  4th  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  serving  two  years  until  dis- 
charged on  account  of  ill  health.  In  1865  he 
removed  to  Missouri  with  all  of  his  family 
but  Robert,  in  1876  returning  to  Franklin,  Pa., 
where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Shorts.  Jan.  i,  1881.  Mr.  Shorts  died  Dec. 
I3»  1885.  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.  They  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  Robert  C,  Mary,  John 
Decature,  William  W.,  Henrietta  (Mrs.  John 
M.  Kissick),  Elizabeth  Irene,  Abraham  W. 
(deceased)  and  Anne  Holis  (Mrs.  Abraham 
Ballit).  David,  sixth  and  youngest  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Witherup,  was  bom  after  his  parents 
located  in  Scmbgrass,  married  Jane  Dunlap, 
and  for  some  years  thereafter  lived  in  a  log 
house  which  he  built  on  his  father's  farm — the 
place  now  owned  by  James  B.  Withemp.  Then 
he  lived  on  a  farm  in  Victory  township  until 
1865,  when  he  sold  it  and  moved  to  Shelby 
county,  Mo.,  purchasing  the  large  farm  which 
he  occupied  until  his  death.  Seven  children 
were  bom  to  David  and  Jane  (Dunlap)  Withe- 
rup, John  W.,  Thomas,  Alexander,  David, 
James  B.,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  all  the  sons  but 
James  serving  during  the  CivH  war  as  mem- 
bers of  Company  K,  4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  McMillin,  of 
Rockland,  who  was  killed  in  action  during  the 
Civil  war,  in  one  of  the  big  battles  in  Virginia. 
Elizabeth  married  John  Scratch  and  (second) 
W.  James. 

Capt.  Abraham  Withemp,  eldest  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Brockington)  Withemp,  was  bom 
Jan.  18,  1787,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  He  lived 
with  the  family  at  Pittsburgh,  and  was  about 
twelve  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  settlement 
in  Venango  county,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  April  4,  1875.  He  had  vivid  recollec- 
tions of  the  primitive  conditions  prevailing  at 
the  time  of  their  removal  into  this  region, 
where  the  forests  were  then  full  of  wild  beasts, 
and  a  small  tribe  of  Indians  still  made  their 
home  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  below  the 
creek.  He  served  in  the  war  of  181 2  with 
the  I32d  Regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Samuel  Dale.  In  September,  1813,  when  Penn- 
sylvania was  threatened  by  the  British,  (gen- 
eral Mead  issued  a  proclamation  calling  out 
the  State  militia  for  the  defense  of  Erie,  and 
eight  companies  of  the  regiment  named  re- 
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sponded  at  once,  joining  the  brigade  at  Mead- 
ville  and  proceeding  at  once  to  Lake  Erie. 
Though  the  troops  were  not  engaged,  their 
presence  averted  a  catastrophe,  and  the  danger 
having  passed,  the  regiment  was  discharged 
Aug.  9th.  Again,  when  an  army  of  British  and 
Indians  landed  at  Black  Rock,  burned  Buffalo 
and  the  shipping  in  the  harbor  there,  and  were 
reported  to  be  advancing  on  Erie,  the  first 
brigade  of  Mead's  division  was  ordered  out 
and  mustered  hurriedly,  Colonel  Dale  receiving 
marching  orders  Jan.  6,  1814.  His  regiment 
was  discharged  Feb.  ioth,*'after  the  alarm  was 
found  to  be  false.  Abraham  Witherup's  com- 
pany, the  7th,  was  delayed  for  some  reason 
and  did  not  reach  Erie  on  time,  which  provoked 
some  unfavorable  comment,  but  the  fact  that 
he  was  one  of  eight  men  of  the  regiment  who 
volunteered  on  board  Perry's  fleet  reversed  it 
completely,  his  action  winning  the  special  com- 
mendation of  the  Commodore,  who  after  the 
conflict  was  over  invited  Captain  Witherup 
and  his  men  to  dine  with  him,  a  most  unusual 
and  unexpected  honor.  During  the  sixties  he 
was  awarded  a  pension  for  his  services. 

On  March  4,  1819,  Captain  Witherup  mar- 
ried, in  Rockland,  this  county,  Elizabeth 
Phipps,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Ha- 
ney)  Phipps,  of  Clinton  township,  who  came 
from  Westmoreland  county  in  1797.  The  young 
couple  settled  on  the  farm  in  Rockland  where 
all  their  large  family  was  bom,  eight  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity. 
In  1846  the  Captain  moved  across  the  river,  to 
a  farm  owned  by  his  brother  William,  but  on 
Dec.  23d  of  the  same  year  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  the  old  homestead  on  the  creek,  as 
already  related,  remaining  there  until  his  death. 
He  and  seven  of  his  sons  were  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  and  flatboat  building,  along 
with  farming.  In  1859,  when  the  price  of  coal 
boats  at  Pittsburgh  rendered  that  end  of  the 
business  no  longer  profitable,  it  was  given  up, 
but  the  lumber  business  was  continued  until  the 
oil  flood  washed  away  part  of  the  dam,  in 
March,  1865.  By  this  time  oil  hunters  were 
soliciting  the  Captain  for  leases  on  his  land,  so 
he  did  not  repair  the  dam  at  once  to  resume  his 
old  business,  as  he  might  have  done  ordinarily. 
He  had  one  offer  of  seventy  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  old  homestead  and  farm,  but  re- 
fused it,  and  he  made  considerable  money  from 
the  leases,  forty-five  wells  being  drilled  on  his 
land,  which  with  the  exception  of  a  few  un- 
productive holes  averaged  from  two  to  160 
barrels  daily  for  a  period  of  seven  or  eight 
years.  The  first  one.  sunk  in  1867,  started  as 
a  two-hundred-barrel  producer,   putting  him 


free  of  debt  and  enabling  him  to  live  in  com- 
fort the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  Captain  was  one  of  the  influential  men 
in  the  locality  in  his  day,  and  while  in  Rockland 
served  twenty  years  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
always  endeavoring  to  settle  cases  without  liti- 
gation whenever  possible,  and  thus  preventing 
many  lawsuits  among  his  neighbors.  He  was 
a  strict  teetotaler,  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  which 
he  and  his  wife  joined  about  1835-36,  the  Cap- 
tain at  once  becoming  a  member  of  the  church 
session  and  later  a  rtding  elder,  which  oflSce  he 
filled  until  his  death.  All  his  life  he  was  an 
ardent  Democrat,  and  it  was  a  proud  day  for 
him  when  he  went  to  the  polls  with  his  eight 
sons  to  vote  for  James  Buchanan  for  president. 
He  was  a  tall  man,  erect  and  of  commanding 
presence,  pleasant  in  manner  and  speech  under 
all  circumstances,  and  was  loved  and  honored 
by  all  who  knew  him  as  well  as  by  his  im- 
mediate family.  He  and  his  wife  dispensed 
true  Christian  hospitality  from  their  home  dur- 
ing their  long  married  life,  which  covered  fift>'- 
six  years,  giving  a  welcome  to  all  who  came. 
Mrs.  Witherup  survived  her  husband  five 
years,  having  been  born  Nov.  14,  i8oo,«  and 
died  Nov.  19,  1880,  beloved  and  reverenced  by 
all  who  knew  her.  We  have  the  following 
record  of  their  thirteen  children : 

(i)  Mary  Ann  Witherup,  bom  Dec.  3, 
1819,  died  Dec.  22,  1887.  On  June  19,  1837, 
she  married  James  Hazelett,  of  Rockland,  who 
died  Jan.  7,  1884.  During  the  last  thirty  years 
of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Of  the 
eight  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazelett 
two  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  Joseph  J., 
Robert  S.  and  Cynthia  S.  are  deceased.  Sarah 
Augusta,  bom  Oct.  26,  185 1,  on  the  old  Haze- 
lett farm  in  Rockland,  was  married  June  21, 
1870,  to  Perry  Forker,  at  Frankliti,  Pa.,  and 
soon  afterward  located  at  Parkersburg.  in 
October,  1870,  moving  to  Rockland,  where  they 
lived  until  1876.  Then  they  were  at  Edenburg*, 
Qarion  county,  until  1879,  when  they  agaiti 
lived  in  Rockland,  until  1894.  During  the  next 
ten  years  they  were  in  Gibsonburg,  Ohio,  in 
1904  removing  to  Wellshire,  that  State,  and  irt 
1906  to  Toledo.  They  had  seven  children, 
Frank  Stanley  (married),  Lizzie  Avestef 
(Mrs.  William  E.  Watson),  Homer  Duraht 

(married),  Minnie  (Mrs.  Ira  Burdell  ), 

Herbert  Leroy  (died  young),  Charles  Howard 
(died  young)  and  Vileiia  May.  Samuel  P.  W. 
Hazelett.  born  May  3,  1857,  remained  on  the 
farm  until  after  his  parents  died,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Butler  county  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  late  Robert  J.  Phipps.    He  woriced 
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in  the  various  oil  fields  for  some  years,  living 
at  Franklin  and  in  Crawford  county,  and 
eventually  returning  to  Franklin,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  has  been  engaged  all  this  time  in 
oil  work  in  Butler  and  Venango  coimties.  On 
March  23,  1886,  he  married  Tillie  L.  Bigelow, 
of  Rockland,  who  was  bom  June  2,  1866,  and 
they  have  had  four  children,  Austin  R.,  Ira 
H.,  Eugene  A.  and  Viola  G.  James  David 
Hazelett,  bom  March  29,  1859,  lives  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Rockland,  where  most  of  his 
life  has  been  spent.  On  Jan.  i,  1884,  he  mar- 
ried Jessie  O.  Wilkins,  and  they  have  had  four 
children,  Mabel  C.  (married),  Percy  R.  (de- 
ceased), Vida  L.  (married)  and  Mildred  R. 

(2)  John  Witherup,  bom  Feb.  16,  1821,  died 
unmarried  March  25,  1888.  His  early  life  was 
spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  afterward  burned 
cnarcoal  for  the  furnaces.  After  his  father 
moved  to  the  creek  he  became  interested  in 
liunbering  and  boatbuilding,  and  after  the  boat 
business  was  given  up  turned  his  energies  to 
agriculture,  owning  a  large  farm  in  Scmb- 
grass,  but  he  was  not  especially  successful  in 
his  business  ventures.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  sister  Ann. 

(3)  Robert  Witherup,  bom  Nov.  20,  1822, 
died  Jan.  22,  1892.  In  youth  he  commenced 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  cabinetmaker 
which  he  did  not  finish,  and  later  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade.  During  1847  he  was  em- 
ployed by  his  father,  who  was  building  a  saw- 
mill, spent  the  next  year  at  home  helping  his 
brothers  about  the  farm  and  lumbering,  and  in 
1849  was  engaged  in  digging  iron  ore  on  the 
old  Rockland  farm.  He  lived  at  home  until 
his  marriage.  May  13,  185 1,  to  Sarah  McCool, 
who  died  Oct.  4,  i86i,  leaving  five  small  chil- 
dren. They  lived  on  the  Harrison  Wasson 
farm  until  November,  1853,  when  they  moved 
to  the  Witherup  farm  on  the  hill,  now  owned 
by  James  B.  Withemp.  In  1870  Mr.  Witherup 
moved  to  the  Joseph  Phipps  farm,  where  he 
remained  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  Of  his 
five  children,  Mary  Ann,  bom  April  5,  1852, 
was  married  April  19,  1876,  to  Austin  G.  Mait- 
land,  at  Kams  City,  Butler  county,  and  they 
have  had  seven  children,  Ralph  Lewis  (de- 
ceased), Albertus  Lowrie,  Fred  Robejt,  Frank 
Watt,  John  Cameron,  Pearl  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Harry  D.  Remington)  and  Minnie  Coral. 
About  1884-85  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maitland  moved 
from  Butler  county  to  Allentown,  Allegheny 
Co.,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  son  of  Watt  Maitland, 
grandson  of  John  Maitland  and  great-grand- 
son of  Andrew  Maitland,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Rockland  township,  mentioned  elsewhere 


in  this  work.  Finley  Preston  Witherup,  born 
July  23,  1854,  died  Dec.  4,  1906.  On  Sept.  20, 
1882,  he  married  Sarah  E.  Surrena,  who  died 
Oct.  3,  1893,  the  mother  of  these  children: 
Clark  Nelson  (of  Clinton  township),  Frank 
Lewis,  Robert  Edward  (married^  Melda 
(married)  and  a  daughter  that  died  in  infancy. 
On  Sept.  26,  1894,  Mr.  Witherup  married 
(second)  Emily  C.  Graham,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children,  Florence  C.  (married),  Abram 
M.,  Alice  C,  Sarah  E.  and  Wilson  J.  Elizabeth 
Emma  Withemp,  bom  Aug.  12,  1856,  died  in 
early  childhood.  Lewis  Cass  Withemp,  bom 
Dec.  5,  1858,  was  married  July  i,  1880,  to 
Lavina  Ellen  Campbell,  and  they  eventually 
settled  at  their  present  home,  at  Desale,  Butler 
Co.,  Pa.  They  have  had  five  children,  Edward 
Roy  (now  deceased),  Hulda  May  (Mrs. 
Thom),  Sarah  Anne  (Mrs.  John  Scott),  Ber- 
della  and  John  Campbell  (in  France  with  the 
United  States  army).  Andrew  Jackson,  born 
Feb.  28,  1861,  married  Delia  Hoover,  daughter 
of  David  Hoover,  and  (second)  Minnie 
Stubble,  daughter  of  William  Stubble,  of 
Scrubgrass.  Only  one  child  of  the  first  mar- 
riage survives,  Edna  the  youngest  (who  is 
married),  and  by  the  second  there  were  two 
children,  Andrew  C.  and  Alvin.  Andrew  Jack- 
son Withemp  died  several  years  ago. 

(4)  David  Witherup,  born  March  31,  1824, 
died  June  15,  1863.  He  was  apprenticed  to  the 
weaver's  trade,  and  was  employed  in  the  David 
Phipps  woolen  factory  until  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  after  which  he  retumed  home  and 
helped  his  father  when  not  otherwise  engaged. 
When  his  father  moved  to  Scmbgrass  in  1846 
he  left  David  in  charge  of  the  Rockland  farm, 
and  he  followed  agriculture  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  occupied  his  father's  old  log  cabin  until  the 
fall  of  1856,  when  he  moved  into  a  new  house, 
remaining  there  until  his  death.  On  April  27, 
1847,  he  married  Catherine  Webster,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sarah  Webster,  of  Mercer  county, 
who  survived  him  until  May  29,  1885.  Of 
their  eight  children,  James  Allen,  bom  Jan. 
17.  1849,  "ow  deceased,  married  Mary  E. 
Forker  and  had  three  children,  Forest  F.^ 
Laura  Madeline  (Mrs.  Levi  B.  Sifticox,  de^ 
ceased)  and  Harry  Qayton  (deceased).  The 
mother  dying  Feb.  10,  1877,  he  married 
(second)  Oct.  i,  1878.  Catherine  Ellen  Davis, 
daughter  of  Hamilton  Davis,  of  Rockland. 
John  Wilson,  bom  July  10,  1850,  married  Sept. 
17,  1878,  Jennie  Elizabeth  Withemp,  daughter 
of  Samuel  P.  and  Mary  Jane  Withemp,  and 
had  six  children,  Venie  (married),  Lotta  B., 
Artie  M.,  Melvina  (married),  Bert  Marshall 
and  Edward  Ray  (married)  ;  the  mother  died 
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Aug.  13,  1^5,  and  the  father  is  also  deceased. 
William  Marshall,  born  Jan.  18,  1852,  is  de- 
ceased; he  married  Sept.  29,  1885,  Elizabeth 
Ada  Cook,  who  was  born  Aug.  4,  1865,  and 
they  had  two  children,  Foster  Leroy  and  Flor- 
ence Golden.  Abraham  Franklin  Pierce  lives 
at  Emlenton,  this  county,  being  now  the  only 
survivor  of  the  family ;  he  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, both  wives  deceased,  and  his  eldest  son, 
Frank,  is  serving  with  the  American  army  in 
France.  Samuel  P.,  David  McClelland  (bom 
shortly  after  his  father's  death),  Laura  Emily 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth  complete  the  family. 

(5)  Catherine  Witherup,  born  Dec.  11,  1825, 
was  married  March  24,  1847,  ^^  Nathan  Mar- 
shall Wasson,  who  was  bom  Nov.  23,  1823,  in 
(West)  Fairfield  township,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa., 
son  of  William  Wasson  and  a  descendant  of 
Hugh  Wasson,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Scrubgrass  township,  where  he  settled  in  1801. 
Mr.  Wasson  inherited  half  of  the  farm  of  his 
uncle  James,  and  after  his  marriage  built  a  log 
house  there  in  which  he  lived  until  the  death  of 
his  wife,  March  23,  1855.  In  February,  1856, 
he  married  Rachel  Porter,  and  had  a  family 
of  thirteen  children,  six  by  the  first  union, 
namely:  James  B.,  bom  Dec.  24,  1846,  is  now 
a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Okla.  On  Sept.  13, 
1881,  he  was  married  at  Bmin,  Pa.,  to  Sarah 
Elvina  Kelly,  a  native  of  that  place,  and' they 
continued  to  live  in  Butler  county  until  1904, 
when  they  removed  to  Kansas,  later  to  Okla- 
homa. They  have  had  four  children,  Mary 
Ethel,  Foster  Maitin  (deceased),  James  Wil- 
ford  and  Margaret  Elizabeth.  Elizabeth  Ann, 
bora  Sept.  2.7 ^  1848,  was  married  Dec.  23,  1869, 
to  the  late  Joseph  Powell,  a  farmer  of  Mead 
township,  Crawford  county,  who  was  bom 
Nov.  19,  1841.  They  had  four  children,  James 
William,  Lucy  Margaret,  Anna  Belle  (Mrs. 
Fred  Kobert)  and  Thomas  Marshall.  William 
Wasson,  bom  Aug.  13,  1850,  married  Sept.  12, 
1881,  Elizabeth  Jane  Malaskey,  and  had  one 
child,  George  William,  who  was  fatally  in- 
jured while  hunting,  being  accidentally  shot. 
Sarah  Jane,  bom  in  the  early  spring  of  1852, 
has  never  married.  Abram,  born  in  October, 
1853,  died  in  October,  1854.  Mary  Catherine, 
bom  Feb.  26,  1855,  ^^^ed  with  her  paternal 
grandparents  until  her  marriage,  Sept.  4,  1872, 
to  Richard  Jenkins,  and  had  a  family  of  nine 
children,  Ada  Belle  (Mrs.  Robert  S.  Trwin), 
Homer  Melvin  (married),  William  Marshall 
(married),  Fred  Llewellyn  (with  the  army  in 
France),  and  David  Robert,  living,  the  de- 
ceased being  Lizzie  Gusteen,  Albert  Garfield. 
and  two  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed.     Mr. 


Jenkins  died  Feb.  9,  1905,  survived  by  his  wife 
and  five  children. 

(6)  Joseph  Witherup,  bora  July  8,  1827, 
married  Nov.  13,  1856,  Eleanor  Brandon,  bom 
Aug.  I,  1833,  and  they  immediately  moved  into 
his  father's  old  log  house,  living  there  imtil  the 
fall  of  1859,  from  which  time  they  occupied 
their  new  house.  Mrs.  Witherup  died  May  29, 
1898,  Mr.  Withemp  on  Dec.  20,  1905.  They 
had  five  children,  the  eldest  son  and  eldest 
daughter  dying  in  early  childhood,  viz. :  Cor- 
rel  Buchanan,  bom  June  16,  1857,  died  Feb. 
15,  1862;  Martha  Ann,  bom  March  2,  1861, 
died  April  7,  1875.  Moral  Breckenridge 
Witherup,  the  second  son,  bom  Sept.  3,  1859, 
married  Dec.  28,  1881,  Fannie  Myrtle  McCau- 
ley,  and  had  three  children,  Wilbur  M.  (now 
of  Robinson,  111.),  Ida  Myrtle  (wife  of  Best 
Hemmger)  and  George  Edward.  George  B. 
Withemp,  bom  July  11,  1865,  married  Aug. 
21,  1888,  Mary  E.  McElphatrick,  and  since 
June,  1904,  has  lived  at  Franklin,  Pa.;  they 
have  had  three  children,  Domer  G.  (deceased), 
Margaret  Edna  and  Ava  E.  Mary  Ella, 
youngest  daughter  of  Joseph  Witherup,  was 
married  April  4.  1894,  to  Frank  Findley,  and 
settled  on  the  old  homestead  place  in  Rockland 
township.  They  have  had  seven  children, 
Joseph  Glenn,  William  Ort,  George  Leslie^ 
Dorothy  Eleanor,  and  three  younger  sons. 

(7)  'Abram  Witherup,  bom  March  30,  1829, 
died  several  years  ago.  He  grew  up  in  Rock- 
land and  had  the  limited  education  afforded  by 
the  district  schools,  meanwhile  helping  his 
father  with  the  farm  work.  On  Nov.  15,  1852, 
he  married  Sarah  Porter,  who  was  bom  Nov. 
15,  1832,  in  Tmmbull  county,  Ohio,  daughter 
of  Robert  Porter,  of  Scmbgrass  township,  and 
farmed  on  his  father's  farm  in  Scrubgrass 
township  until  his  enlistment  in  Company  E, 
i6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  the  fall  of  1862. 
He  was  discharged  June  17,  1865,  and  in  Sep- 
tember went  to  Ohio  and  bought  a  farm  in 
Summit  county,  where  he  soon  established  his 
family.  His  wife  died  there  Sept.  22,  1875, 
the  mother  of  five  children:  Sylvester 
Lowerie,  who  died  young;  Robert  Miles,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Hartz  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, George  (deceased  in  infancy),  Sadie 
May,  Julia  Margaret  and  Lee  Walter;  Ida 
Florence,  bom  July  31.  1857,  who  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  27,  1879,  to  William  Sweitzer,  and 
had  five  children,  Oscar  Leroy,  Maude  Belle. 
Raymond  Preston,  Claude  Emerson  and  Clyde 
Ellsworth;  Hilda  Amet,  born  Dec.  20,  1859, 
married  Nov.  16,  1882,  to  George  Washington 
Hartz.  and  had   six  children,  Walter  Philip, 
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Roy  Emerson,  Alta  Verne  (Mrs.  Thomas  A. 
Hiflicr),  Dora  Hazel  (deceased  in  infancy), 
Ethel  Irene  and  Zella  Marie ;  and  Elmer  Ells- 
worth, born  Jan.  23,  1862,  who  died  Jan.  23, 
1864. 

(8)  Samuel  Phipps  Witherup,  bom  Jan.  29, 
1831,  died  Tan.  6,  1894.  On  Oct.  18,  i860,  he 
married  Mary  Jane  Porter  (sister  of  his 
brother  Abram's  wife),  and  he  was  engaged 
principally  in  farming  and  the  oil  business, 
spending  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Crawford 
county.  His  wife  survived  him  with  one  son 
and  one  daughter,  the  latter,  Jennie,  dying  Aug. 
i3»  1895,  leaving  a  husband  and  six  children. 
The  son,  David  Melvin,  born  Aug.  23,  1863, 
married  Effie  J.  Richardson  March  14,  1889, 
and  has  three  children :  Mabel  E.,  Marion  L. 
(now  in  France)  and  Beulah  J.  They  were 
all  bom  on  the  farm  in  Crawford  county,  mov- 
ing thence  to  Franklin,  where  Mr.  Witherup 
owns  a  fine  home. 

(9)  William  Witherup,  bom  Aug.  24,  1832, 
lived  on  the  home  place  in  Scrubgrass  from 
1846,  inheriting  half  of  the  property  upon  his 
father's  death,  and  the  oil  brought  him  an 
ample  cwnpetence.  He  died  July  19,  1915. 
On  Nov.  19,  1863,  he  married  Martha  L.  Eak- 
in,  daughter  of  David  and  Rebecca  Eakin,  and 
the  full  record  of  this  family  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 

(10)  Sarah  Slone  Withemp,  bom  June  30, 
1836,  was  married  June  28,  1854,  to  Oliver 
Dutton  McMillin,  of  Rockland,  son  oi  Daniel 
McMillin,  from  whom  he  inherited  half  of  his 
farm  at  McMillin*s  Bend,  where  Kennerdell 
is  now  located.  He  and  his  brother  Martin 
lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  they 
sold  the  place  and  moved  to  Franklin  township, 
Armstrong  county,  where  both  made  a  perma- 
nent home.  Oliver  D.  McMillin  died  there 
May  17,  1895,  aged  seventy-six  years,  nine 
months,  twenty- four  days.  His  wife  still  sur- 
vives, in  her  eighty-third  year.  Of  his  chil- 
dren, Zelia  Elizabeth,  bora  March  15,  1855, 
married  July  6,  1877,  James  A.  Milligan,  who 
died  Aug.  3,  1878,  aged  twenty-two  years,  four 
months,  his  son,  James  A.,  (now  deceased), 
being  bom  Oct.  3,  1878;  for  her  second  hus- 
band she  married  Melvin  Stewart,  and  died 
soon  afterward,  Jan.  2,  1885.  Sarah  Ann,  bom 
March  4,  1857,  ^^is  married  Nov.  6,  1877,  to 
James  Harvey  Minteer,  and  has  had  seven 
children,  Samuel  Boyd.  Jessie  Elizabeth,  Effie 
Rea,  Ivie,  Harvey  (in  France),  Cora  Alma  and 
Howard  Victor.  Ellmer  Leroy,  bom  Dec.  3, 
1858,  was  married  May  i,  1883,  to  Agnes  E. 
Ross,  and  their  four  children  are  Martin  L., 
Albert  Benton,  Harry  and  Laura.    James  B., 


bom  Nov.  14,  i860,  now  deceased,  was  mar- 
ried when  twenty-one  years  old  to  Margaret 
Plaff,  and  they  have  had  five  children,  Oliver 
N.,  Carrie  B.,  Bertha  J.,  James  A.  and  Pearl 
M.,  all  married.  Benton,  born  March  22,  1863, 
married  Mary  Belle  Ross  July  3,  1889,  ^"^ 
their  two  children  are  Ethel  Evelyn  and  Anna 
Pearl.  Erasmus,  born  July  6,  1869,  lived  on 
the  farm  until  his  marriage  to  Dora  Cla)rpool, 
about  1902,  since  when  he  has  resided  at  Mc- 
Keesport;  they  have  three  sons,  Harold,  Ben- 
ton and  Grover.  Mary  Elizabeth,  bom  Sept. 
13,  1870,  died  Jan.  26,  1909,  the  wife  of  George 
W,  Welton,  to  whom  she  was  married  May 
18,  1893 ;  they  had  six  children,  Blanche  Fera^ 
Sylvia  Joy,  Carl  Edward,  George,  Harman 
and  Nellie  May.  Samuel  Boyd,  son  of  Oliver 
D.  and  Sarah  McMillin,  died  in  infancy. 

(11)  James  Brockington  Witherup  is  more 
fully  mentioned  bebw. 

(12)  Martha  Shorts  Withemp,  bom  Feb. 
10,  184 1,  became  the  wife  of  Elliott  Davis  June 
23,  1864,  and  they  lived  on  various  farms  in 
this  part  of  the  State  until  the  fall  of  1905, 
when  they  settled  at  Desale,  Butler  comity. 
Francis  Alexander,  bom  Feb.  25,  1865,  was 
married  March  24,  1887,  to  Artie  Beringer, 
and  is  now  living  with  his  family  in  Okla- 
homa ;  they  have  had  three  children,  the  eldest 
dying  in  early  childhood ;  the  others  are  Rob- 
ert Elton  (married)  and  Frances  Elvina  Davis. 
Robert  Hazlett,  bom  May  16,  1868,  married 
Jan.  12,  1893,  Verie  E.  Thompson,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children,  Esthei*  E.  (married), 
Claire  Thompson  and  Hazel  M.  Cora  Ella, 
bom  June  30,  1873,  married  June  17.  1897, 
Allen  Wesley  Jacobs,  youngest  son  of  Andrew 
and  Jane  (Sweet wood)  Jacobs  and  grandson 
of  Jacob  and  Nancv  (Baker)  Jacobs;  they 
have  had  two  children,  Gladys  Laurie  and 
Frank  Elliott.  Rev.  Homer  Bell  Davis,  bom 
June  30,  1873,  twin  of  Cora  Ella,  is  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now 
located  at  Ridgway,  Pa.;  on  July  14,  1904, 
he  married  Qara  Fidelia  Sproull,  and  they 
have  a  daughter  (Mary  Martha  Lucile)  and 
a  son. 

(13)  Elizabeth  Ann  Withemp,  bom  July 
22.  1843,  is  now  in  her  seventy-sixth  year. 
She  cared  for  her  parents  and  brother  John 
as  long  as  they  lived,  and  in  1889  married 
Alfred  Hardwick.  They  lived  in  England 
for  sixteen  years,  retuming  to  this  country  and 
settling  at  Evans  City,  Pa.,  where  Mr.  Hard- 
wick died  Feb.  23,  1908.  His  first  wife  Mras 
Laura  J.  Henderson. 

James  Brockington  Withemp  was  bom 
June  9,  1838,  on  his  father  s  farm  in  Rockland 
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township,  where  he  spent  the  first  eight  years 
of  his  life.  He  was  iirst  sent  to  school  when 
but  four  years  old,  sitting  on  a  hard  bench 
with  no  back,  and  so  high  that  his  feet  dangled, 
physical  discomforts  which  no  doubt  ac- 
counted for  his  slow  progress  during  the  first 
three  terms.  It  was  unfortunate  that  soon 
after  his  lessons  began  to  acquire  interest  he 
should  lose  his  hearing,  through  illness  brought 
on  by  exposure  during  his  early  years,  for  the 
pioneers  found  it  no  easy  task  to  secure  suffi- 
cient shoes  and  clothing  for  their  families. 
He  has  never  regained  this  sense,  and  his  suc- 
cess in  business  was  an  uphill  fight  from  the 
first  on  account  of  this  handicap.  In  his  boy- 
hood, before  he  was  old  enough  to  help  with 
the  farm  duties,  he  assisted  his  mother  and 
sister  about  the  household,  an  experience 
which  stood  him  in  good  stead  many  a  time 
during  his  later  years,  when  he  had  to  keep 
house  alone  on  a  farm.  He  had  the  pleasures, 
too,  that  an  active  boy  in  rural  surroundings 
enjoys,  becoming  an  expert  swimmer  and  a 
skillful  fisherman.  His  youth  was  occupied 
in  chores  about  the  farm,  and  as  he  grew 
stronger  and  more  experienced  he  also  took 
part  m  his  father's  and  brothers*  activities  in 
logging,  boatbuilding  and  agriculture.  In 
'  April,  1857,  he  made  his  first  trip  to  Pitts- 
burgh on  a  flatboat  loaded  with  pigiron,  land- 
ing at  the  wharf  after  a  pleasant  trip  of  three 
days  down  river.  He  made  the  return  journey 
on  the  steamer  "Belle  No.  2,"  commanded  by 
Capt.  William  Hanna.  Mr.  Witherup  became 
a  good  hand  on  the  river,  being,  especially 
clever  at  getting  boats  in  the  water  again  after 
they  had  been  stranded  on  an  island  in  low 
water  periods,  the  river  often  being  blocked 
with  boats  caught  in  this  fashion,  and  he  made 
as  much  as  five  to  ten  dollars  a  day  by  releasing 
boats  from  their  "forced  moors."  Once  he 
nearly  lost  his  life  while  so  engaged.  The  in- 
cident is  typical  of  the  tedious  and  laborious 
routine  of  river  life.  He  was  helping  three 
other  men  to  get  a  large  flatboat  loosened  from 
the  bar,  and  after  working  several  hours  con- 
cluded to  empty  the  boat  and  let  her  float  oflF. 
A  large  barge  was  moored  a  little  way  down- 
stream. They  decided  to  throw  the  barrels 
into  the  creek,  catch  them  when  even  with  the 
barge,  and  hoist  them  up  with  the  aid  of  a 
block  and  tackle.  The  plan  worked  admirably 
until  Mr.  Witherup's  assistant  grew  careless 
and  failed  to  secure  the  grapple,  and  as  the 
strain  of  the  weight  of  the  barrel  broke  the 
end  of  the  stave  to  which  the  grappling  hook 
was  fastened  the  barrel  came  down  with  such 
force  as  to  upset  the  boat,  throwing  him  into 


the  water.  Nothing  but  the  fact  that  he  was 
a  good  swimmer  saved  his  life,  for  he  was  so 
stunned  that  he  could  hardly  collect  his  senses 
enough  to  swim. 

Following  this  and  other  hard  work  indus- 
triously, Mr.  Witherup  managed  by  frugality 
and  self-denial  in  saving  six  hundred  dollars 
during  his  early  manhood.  When  the  railroad 
was  built  boating  was  discontinued,  and  he 
turned  to  teaming  in  the  oil  fields,  being-  so 
occupied  until  the  summer  of  1868.  He  then 
built  a  new  house  for  his  parents,  so  they  could 
have  a  comfortable  dwelling  for  their  latter 
years,  and  in  the  summer  of  1869  began  to 
look  around  for  an  opportunity  to  get  some 
land  and  try  farming  on  his  own  account, 
meanwhile  living  at  home.  Preparatory  to  his 
new  enterprise  he  sold  a  yoke  of  oxen  and 
botight  himself  a  team  of  horses,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1870  his  father  let  him  have  the  farm 
on  the  hill,  where  he  began  operations  on  the 
1st  of  April  with  his  team,  a  plow,  and  fifty 
dollars  in  cash.  Though  some  improvement 
work  had  been  done  on  the  place  it  had  prac- 
tically lapsed  to  its  primitive  condition,  the 
fences  having  rotted  and  the  fields  grown  up 
so  thickly  with  briers  that  it  was  impossibk 
to  run  a  plow,  besides  being  rough  with  stones. 
There  were  no  buildings  on  the  tract.  Aftei; 
putting  in  a  crop  and  looking  after  the  details 
that  needed  immediate  attention  he  set  to  work 
to  repair  his  fences,  which  kept  him  busy  until 
har\xst.*  Having  no  implements,  he  had  to 
cut  his  grass  by  hand,  and  his  next  need  was 
a  good  bam.  He  himself  got  out  the  logs  for 
the  necessary  lumber,  hauling  them  to  the 
Sterritt  sawmill  on  the  William  Phipps  farm, 
and  as  Mr.  Sterritt  offered  to  do  the  sawing 
on  shares  he  had  lumber  and  shingles  sufficient 
for  his  purpose  before  Christmas,  enough  for 
a  large  bam.  Borrowing  five  hundred  dol- 
lars to  pay  for  the  carpenter  work,  he  had  a 
commodious  two-story  bam  ready  to  receive 
his  next  harvest,  and  by  the  closest  economy 
he  succeeded  in  paying  off  this  debt  in  1874. 
When  he  married,  a  few  months  later,  he  had 
only  fifteen  dollars,  out  of  which  he  feed  the 
minister  who  performed  the  ceremony.  But 
he  continued  work  on  the  farm  bravely,  pros- 
pered in  the  face  of  discouragements  and  set- 
backs, and  developed  a  valuable  property, 
which  since  1891  has  also  been  operated  as  oil 
territory.  The  first  oil  well  on  the  farm  was 
drilled  in  January  of  that  year,  and  thirtv 
wells  have  been  sunk  altogether,  but  though 
only  three  were  dry  holes  the  yield  has  not 
been  more  than  average  and  the  returns  have 
not  made  the  oil  business  notably  profitable. 
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though  it  has  paid  from  the  beginning.  With 
all  his  work  Mr.  Witherup  found  time  for 
articles  now  and  then  for  the  columns  of  the 
Venango  Spectator,  and  he  spent  considerable 
time  collecting  the  data  for  the  history  of  the 
Witherup  family  already  mentioned.  After 
his  wife's  death  he  lived  alone  on  the  farm 
for  some  years,  making  his  home  with  his  son 
part  of  the  time  when  the  latter  married,  and 
he  is  now  leading  a  retired  life  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  to  which  city  he  removed  in  September, 
1915,  residing  at  No.  2693  Darcv  Avenue.  He 
is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a  comfortable 
competence,  gained  bjr  his  industry  and  good 
management  during  his  active  years. 

On  Feb.  18,  1875,  Mr.  Witherup  married 
Achsah  R.  Coulter,  who  .was  bom  Feb.  14, 
1839,  '^  Scrubgrass  township,  Venango  coun- 

?\  daughter  of  Dr.  John  and  Achsah  (Riggs) 
oulter,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Cyrus 
Riggs,  an  eminent  Presbyterian  divine  of  the 
early  years  of  the  forties.  Of  the  four  sons 
bom  to  this  marriage  three  died  in  infancy, 
and  Mrs.  Withemp's  sudden  death,  on  Aug. 
20,  1891,  was  caused  by  an  accident,  her 
clothing  taking  fire  from  the  cooking  stove 
while  she  was  preparing  dinner.  There  was 
no  one  close  at  home  at  the  time,  and  she  was 
found  lying  in  the  back  yard  by  her  son  when 
he  returned  to  the  house  at  noon. 

Leslie  Park  Witherup,  only  survivor  of  the 
family  of  James  Brockington  and  Achsah  R. 
Witherup,  was  their  second  son,  and  was  born 
Feb.  16,  1877,  on  the  home  farm,  where  he 
spent  his  early  years,  meanwhile  attending  the 
public  schools  of  the  vicinity.  But  he  had  no 
taste  for  agricukure.  preferring  mechanical 
work,  which  he  has  followed  with  great  suc- 
cess. After  his  marriage  he  Kved  with  his 
father  on  the  home  farm  until  the  fall  of  1901, 
when  he  went  to  Washington  county,  spend- 
ing two  years  there  and  returning  to  Scmb- 
grass,  where  he  and  his  wife  resided  in  a 
house  on  the  creek  until  the  winter  of  1904. 
Buyine  a  half  interest  in  the  oil  lease  on  his 
father  s  farm  from  Clark  N.  Witherup,  he 
returned  there  to  take  charge  of  the  lease,  and 
engaged  in  oil  operations.  In  September, 
1906,  he  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Critchlow  stmck  the 
famous  Critchlow  well  on  the  Thomas  With- 
erup farm,  Mr.  Critchlow  buying  his  interest 
therein  for  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Park 
Witherup  then  built  a  large  planing  mill, 
blacksmith  and  repair  shop  on  the  creek,  do- 
ing an  extensive  business  there  until  the  new 
town  of  Kennerdell  was  laid  out,  when  he 
bought  two  lots  on  the  Rockland  side  of  the 
river  upon  which  he  erected  a  large  three- 


story  building,  equipped  with  the  latest  mill 
machinery.  It  fronts  on  the  railroad,  and  is 
only  a  short  distance  from  the  station.  When 
this  new  plant  was  started  he  moved  the  first 
one  across  the  river.  Mr.  Withemp  was  one 
of  the  moving  spirits  in  the  establishment  of 
the  new  town,  and  one  of  its  foremost  busi- 
ness men.  In  1913  he  removed  to  Lorain, 
Ohio,  and  in  1914  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  is  now  engaged  in  mechanical  engineering 
and  construction  work.  He  owns  a  desirable 
home  there.  Mr.  Witherup  has  followed  his 
mechanical  bent  both  in  his  studies  and  in  his 
business  ventures,  has  acciunulated  consider- 
able literature  on  mechanical  and  woodwork- 
ing pursuits,  and  has  become  well  informed  in 
his  chosen  line. 

On  June  28,  1897,  Mr.  Withemp  married 
Maud  May  Boney,  of  Emlenton,  this  county, 
who  was  bom  May  27,  1879,  yoimgest  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Emma  Boney,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Qarence  Eugene,  bom  April 
6,  IQ06,  who  died  June  30,  1906;  and  Victor 
Paul,  bom  June  i,  1914,  a  healthy,  romping 
boy  who  is  great  company  for  his  grandfather. 

ISAAC  MALONEY,  late  of  French  Creek 
township,  resided  for  ^bout  forty  years  at  the 
farm  one  mile  east  of  Polk,  a  short  distance 
from  the  State  Highway  between  that  borough 
and  Franklin,  now  occupied  by  his  daughter 
and  her  family,  the  Gillilands.  As  a  skillful 
farmer  and  competent  business  man  he  be- 
came one  of  the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of 
his  township,  and  personally  he  was  one  of  its 
most  respected  citizens,  his  high  principles  and 
reliable  character  winning  him  the  sincere  re- 
gard of  a  host  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
He  was  active  to  the  close  of  his  long  life, 
reaching  his  seventy-sixth  yea/. 

Mr.  Maloney  was  a  native  of  Millerstown, 
Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  bora  Oct.  31,  1834,  son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (Sagaser)  Maloney,  the 
father  born  in  Ireland,  the  mother  in  Switzer- 
land. Michael  Maloney  died  when  his  son 
Isaac  was  a  boy,  and  the  mother  remarried, 
but  her  second  husband  also  dying  before 
Isaac  was  grown  he  cared  for  her  from  an 
early  age.  When  he  was  ten  years  old  he 
came  to  Franklin,  and  soon  thereafter  ob- 
tained employment  in  the  rolling  mill  of  La- 
bord  &  Co.,  continuing  in  the  establishment 
until  it  was  permanently  closed.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  early  part  of 
the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  served  three  years 
and  three  months  with  the  4th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  He  had  some  close  calls,  his  skin 
being  grazed  by  bullets  a  couple  of  times,  but 
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he  was  never  wounded  seriously  enough  to 
keep  him  from  duty.  As  he  had  married  some 
time  before  the  war,  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren lived  with  his  mother  at  Springville,  on 
the  Pittsburgh  pike,  during  his  absence  in  the 
army.  He  had  lived  with  his  mother  at  an- 
other place  on  the  Pittsburgh  pike,  on  the  Big 
Sandy  creek,  and  drove  stage  over  thb  route 
for  some  years,  between  Franklin  and  the  old 
Stone  House  in  Butler  county.  After  the 
war  he  spent  a  year  in  Ohio,  and  about  1870 
bought  the  old  Jack  Mitchell  farm  in  French 
Creek  township,  where  he  ever  afterward 
made  his  home.  His  mother  died  here  in  Au- 
gust, 1909,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-eight 
years.  The  property  comprises  seventy-one 
acres,  part  of  it  lying  within  the  borough 
limits  of  Polk,  upon  which  section  he  built  the 
present  residence  in  1877.  The  bam  w^ 
erected  in  1882.  Mr.  Maloney  continued  to 
operate  and  improve  this  place  all  his  life,  and 
also  acquired  another  near  by,  the  old  Mc- 
Elhaney  farm  of  163  acres  now  owned  by  his 
daughter  Mrs.  Billingsley.  He  always  kept 
in  close  touch  with  his  business  affairs,  re- 
taining their  care  and  management  all  his  life 
and  holding  a  high  place  among  the  substan- 
tial men  of  his  neighborhood.  He  converted 
his  home  property  into  a  fine  body  of  land 
with  desirable  improvements,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  neatest  places  in  the  vicinity  now  as  it 
was  during  his  lifetime.  Mr.  Maloney  pre- 
ferred the  quiet  of  private  life  to  any  advan- 
tages of  public  position,  and  took  no  part  in 
official  or  other  matters  which  would  interfere 
with  his  home  life,  though  he  was  a  good  citi- 
zen in  every  sense.  Politically  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  opinion. 

Mr.  Maloney  was  married  at  Springville, 
Venango  county,  to  Amanda  Sipes,  then  seven- 
teen years  old,  whose  death  occurred  a  short 
time  before  his,  on  Aug.  12,  1907.  He  passed 
away  March  10,  1910,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Franklin  cemetery.  They  had  two  children: 
Matilda,  Mrs.  Robert  William  Billingsley,  and 
Lizzie,  bom  Jan.  i,  1861,  Mrs.  Seldo  W.  Gilli- 
land. 

Seldo  W.  Gilliland  was  bom  in  French 
Creek  township  Sept.  12,  1856,  and  on  Dec. 
23,  1878,  married  Lizzie  Maloney.  They  lived 
in  Polk  for  twelve  years  and  at  New  Castle, 
Pa.,  for  six  years,  nine  years  ago  returning 
here  to  make  their  home  with  her  parents,  who 
had  arranged  to  have  them  take  the  property 
at  Polk.  They  have  since  resided  there,  Mr. 
Gilliland  being  successfully  er^ged  in  gen- 
eral farming,  together  with  dairying,  keeping 
from  six  to  ten  cows  and  providing  butter  to 


a  number  of  regular  patrons.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilliland  have  two  children:  Walter  P.  mar- 
ried Margaret  McGlenn  and  has  two  children, 
Henry  and  Boneta  N. ;  Otis  A.  married  Stella 
Doddson,  who  is  from  Missouri,  and  they 
h^ve  one  child>  Seldo  W.,  Jr. 

A.  L.  SINGLETON,  retired,  of  Utica,  Ven- 
ango county,  Pennsylvania. 

ROBERT  FOGGAN,  of  Shamburg,  one  of 
the  veteran  oil  operators  still  engaged  in  pro- 
duction in  Venango  county,  has  be«i  a  live 
figure  in  the  business  almost  from  the  begin- 
ning of  its  existence,  hb  association  therewith 
dating  from  its  primitive  days. 

Mr.  Foggan  was  bom  near  New  Castle, 
England,  Sept.  10,  1848,  and  was  two  years 
old  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this 
country,  settling  in  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.  Tte  boy 
took  advantj^e  of  the  educational  facilities 
offered  in  the  public  school,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  went  to  the  oil  country  at  Bull  Run, 
about  seven  miles  below  Titusvilte,  Pa.,  on 
Oil  creek.  His  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith, 
opened  a  shop  for  the  manufacttu-e  of  oil 
well  tools  at  Pit  Hole,  but  later  secured  some 
leases  on  Bull  Run,  near  Oil  creek.  His  son 
took  charge  of  the  wells,  pumping  and  look- 
ing after  the  production  in  the  summer  of 
1865.  He  worked  for  his  father  three  years 
and  then  went  into  business  for  himself.  Oil 
was  sold  in  large  lots  at  this  time  to  dealers 
in  Shaffer,  as  there  was  no  pipe  line  at  that 
time,  and  was  hauled  from  the  wells  in  barrels 
by  teams  to  the  railroad  at  that  place,  wliidi 
was  the  terminus  of  the  Oil  Creek  Railroad. 
Mr.  Foggan  personally  looked  after  this  work 
and  it  was  a  common  occurrence  for  him  to 
fill  three  hundred  barrels  or  more  in  the  fore- 
noon, in  fact,  he  performed  this  feat  continu- 
ously for  days  at  b,  stretch.  This  is  merely 
one  instance  of  his  ability  to  do  hard  toil. 
The  oil  was  nm  into  barges  at  points  lower 
down  the  creek  and  run  to  Oil  City  by  means 
of  pond  freshets.  The  empties  were  hauled 
back  by  horses  and  mules.  Most  of  the  oil 
delivered  to  Shaffer  was  loaded  in  bulk  in  two 
wooden  tanks,  head  and  hatch  on  top.  about 
forty-five  barrels  capacity,  on  flat  cars,  one 
tank  on  each  end  of  the  car.  over  the  trucks, 
which  was  dangerous,  the  oil  frequently  taking 
fire  from  lanterns  and  through  various  acci- 
dents. Sometimes  whole  trains  would  burn 
up.  The  filling  method  at  tiie  wells  was  done 
very  quickly,  as  there  were  four  spigots  in 
two  six  hundred-barrel  tanks.  Sixty  barrels 
an  hour  were  filled  and  loaded  on  wagons. 
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Many  a  fight  the  teamsters  had  claiming  their 
turn  to  load.  They  received  one  dollar  a  barrel 
for  hauling  to  Shaffer,  generally  six  barrels 
to  a  load.  Good  teams  made  two  trips  a  day, 
or  three  trips  in  two  days.  But  when  the  pipe 
line  was  constructing,  there  was  vigorous  op- 
position, and  the  lines  were  torn  up  by  the 
teamsters.  A  hand-to-hand  conflict  would 
take  place.  When  the  lines  were  first  laid 
they  were  connected  to  a  trough,  and  the  oil 
measured  in  barrels,  and  then  dumped  into 
the  trough,  and  tallied  by  the  filler  and  a  line 
man.  The  oil  was  run  by  gravity  to  the 
pipe  line  tanks.  However,  it  was  not  long 
until  the  pipes  were  connected  to  tanks,  and 
the  oil  run  and  figured  by  a  gauge  table  of  the 
capacity  of  the  tank,  which  process  is  contin- 
ued to  the  present  time.  In  1865  and  1866 
oil  averaged  more  than  four  dollars  per  bar- 
rel and  if  one  thousand  or  two  thousand  bar- 
rels were  sold  the  seller  received  a  check  or 
New  York  draft  for  full  amount  from  the 
Dump  office  when  he  began  to  deliver.  All 
such  transactions  were  done  more  on  honor 
those  days  than  at  the  present  time. 

While  working  for  his  father  Mr.  Foggan 
was  paid  by  the  day  and  out  of  his  earnings 
he  accumulated  enough  money  to  take  a  risk 
himself.  He  secured  a  lease  on  Bull  run  and 
got  good  producing  wells.  Mr.  Foggan  sold 
this  property  in  1870  and  located  in  Pleasant- 
ville.  Here  he  obtained  some  leases  and  pro- 
ceeded to  drill  and  operate.  His  efforts  were 
attended  with  flattering  success  and  he 
eventually  disposed  of  the  property  at  a  good 
profit.  He  then  went  to  Shamburg,  purchas- 
ing a  portion  of  a  farm  with  two  small  pro- 
ducing wells,  paying  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  property.  This  investment  proved  to  be 
so  profitable  that  he  bought  the  remainder  of 
the  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres, 
and  fifty  acres  adjoining  with  two  wells  on 
it.  The  fact  that  he  now  has  sixty-five  pro- 
ducing wells  on  this  place  is  convincing  evi- 
dence of  the  operator's  good  judgment.  He 
also  bought  twenty-six  acres  of  land  in  south- 
east Pleasantville,  put  down  five  wells  and 
produced  oil  there  with  gratifying  results  for 
ten  years.  This  he  also  sold  to  advantage. 
The  five  wells  just  mentioned  were  pumped  by 
a  steam  engine  at  every  well,  with  a  central 
boiler  to  produce  steam  for  each  well,  about 
five  hundred  feet  distant  from  the  boiler 
C which  was  very  expensive  to  keep  up).  Mr. 
Foggan  conceived  the  idea  of  shutting  off  the 
expense  of  furnishing  steam  to  run  one  well 
at  least  (for  an  experiment),  by  running  a 
string  of  rods  from  the  boiler  house  well,  at- 
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tached  to  the  bottom  of  the  pitman,  apd  at 
the  well  he  attached  a  pulley  on  the  main  sill 
of  the  rig,  under  the  end  of  the  beam,  with  a 
chain  over  the  pulley  and  up  to  the  beam.  It 
was  a  success,  only  in  time  the  chain  links  wore 
out.  which  gave  him  the  idea  of  putting  the 
wrist  pin  on  the  crank  shaft,  in  the  last  hole, 
and  attaching  the  rod  line  to  the  bottom  of  the 
band  wheel  at  right  angles  with  the  crank, 
(crank  being  horizontal),  which  worked  very 
well  for  a  time.  But  he  soon  improved  this 
arrangement  by  putting  a  direct  jack  close  up 
to  the  well.  Mr.  Foggan  never  applied  for  a 
patent  on  the  process,  which  is  used  to  the 
present  time. 

Up  to  1866-67  steam  engines  were  used  for 
pumping,  and  wood  or  coal  was  employed  for 
fuel  under  the  boilers,  no  means  having  been 
yet  discovered  for  separating  and  retaining 
the  abundance  of  gas  which  escaped  from  the 
wells.  When  the  first  attempt  to  use  it  for 
fuel  was  made,  it  was  led  to  a  barrel  set  at  a 
distance  from  the  well,  so  that  in  case  of  fire 
it  would  not  endanger  the  entire  plant.  The 
barrel  would  have  a  tight  head  and  a  pipe  lead- 
ing to  the  boilers,  and  it  often  happened  that 
a  back  fire  from  the  boilers  would  ignite  the 
gas  in  the  barrel,  causing  an  explosion.  Ga& 
engines  for  pumping  came  into  use  about 
1893.  For  years  a  bag  filled  with  flax  seed 
was  attached  to  the  lower  end  of  the  tubing 
or  small  casing  (as  wells  were  drilled  wet, 
small  holes)  to  prevent  water  entering,  an  ar- 
rangement that  was  a  nuisance  in  many  re- 
spects but  tolerated  as  a  necessary  evil  until 
a  machinist,  Mr.  Peter  Heinz,  who  had  a  ma- 
chine shop  at  Pioneer,  while  repairing  a  hy- 
draulic jack  got  the  idea  of  applying  the  ar- 
rangement of  its  cups  to  the  botttmi  of  the  tub- 
ing or  casing,  trying  it  out  at  the  Foggan 
wells.  It  was  an  immediate  success,  and  Heinz 
could  scarcely  supply  the  demand  at  ten  dol- 
lars apiece.  He  secured  a  patent  and  made  a 
fortune,  and  though  the  patent  has  long  since 
expired  the  Heinz  cup  is  still  in  use.  Mr. 
Foggan  has  had  every  reason  for  keeping 
his  faith  in  the  oil  production  in  this  section 
and  not  going  abroad  for  new  opportunities. 
He  has  traveled  extensively  over  the  oil  fields, 
studying  and  investigating  constantly  in  his 
efforts  to  master  the  most  practicable  methods, 
following  new  ideas  of  others  and  experi- 
menting witlf  his  own,  until  the  system  on  his 
own  property  represents  the  best  of  present 
practice. 

While  Mr.  Foggan  was  operating  in  Plea- 
santville he  became  interested  at  Parkers 
Landing,  Millerstown  and  St.  Petersburg,  Pa. 
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Again  he  operated  with  fine  success,  getting 
a  good  production  and  finally  selling  out  at 
a  large  profit.  Since  that  time  he  has  confined 
his  efforts  to  the  vicinity  of  Shamburg,  where 
he  is  now  drilling  and  operating,  and  owns 
six  hundred  acres  of  oil  land  in  fee,  being  only 
one  and  a  half  miles  from  where  he  started 
fifty-four  years  ago.  A5  he  views  the  scene 
of  his  early  labors,  he  ought  to  feel  a  certain 
satisfaction  in  the  realization  that  his  work 
has  not  been  in  vain. 

In  1885  Mr.  Foggan  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  Rice  &  Robinson  Refinery  at  Titusville, 
Pa.  Through  mismanagement  the  concern 
became  involved  to  the  extent  of  $48,000,  much 
of  this  being  contracted  before  he  became 
identified  with  the  company.  Mr.  Foggan 
went  to  work  and  personally  wiped  out  the 
entire  indebtedness.  This  ended  his  partner- 
ship experience,  which  was  the  first  he  ever 
had  and  the  last  he  wants.  He  has  always  at- 
tended to  his  own  business  interests  and  does 
so  to  the  present  day.  He  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
oil  country.  Studying  and  creating  new  ideas, 
tending  to  improve  his  business,  is  a  hobby 
with  lum  and  in  this  way  he  keeps  abreast  of 
the  times. 

Mr.  Foggan  has  always  been  a  consistent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

In  1871  Mr.  Foggan  married  Ella  F.  Kim- 
ball, of  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in 
1878.  In  1880  Mr.  Foggan  married  (second) 
Emma  H.  Barney,  of  MillviHe,  N.  Y.  His 
children  are:  Cora  A.,  Ella  F.  and  George 
Nelson.  Mr.  Foggan  attends  the  M.  E. 
Church,  to  which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor. 

WILLIAM  P.  DAVIS,  of  Oil  City,  though 
not  long  a  resident  of  Venango  county  has  al- 
ready bKjcome  well  known  in  his  line  of  build- 
ing work,  having  filled  a  number  of  responsi- 
ble contracts  as  a  bricklayer.  He  was  bom 
^ay  6,  1883,  at  Lehi,  Utah,  and  is  of  Welsh 
extraction,  the  family  having  long  been  estab- 
lished in  South  Wales.  His  grandfather,  John 
Davis,  a  coal  miner,  spent  all  his  life  there, 
dying  when  nearly  sixty  years  old,  and  is 
buried  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  as  is  also 
the  grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Thomas.  She  lived  to  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years.  They  were  members  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Daniel 
Thomas,  John  Thomas  (who  met  his  death  in 
a  coal  mine  at  Scofield,  Utah),  Edward 
Thomas,  William  Thomas,  David  Thomas, 
Henrv  Thomas  (father  of  William  P.  Davis), 


Jenkins  Thomas  (who  was  accidentally  killed 
when  a  young  man),  Thomas  Thomas  and 
Mary  Thomas.  All  of  the  children  bore  the 
second  name  of  Thomas,  their  mother's  fam- 
ily name. 

Henry  Thomas  Davis  was  bom  in  South 
Wales  Feb.  12,  1854,  and  was  reared  there, 
being  eighteen  years  old  when  he  came  to 
America.  By  that  time  he  had  considerable 
experience  at  work  in  the  coal  mines.  The 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic  to  New  York,  made 
in  a  sailing  vessel,  took  six  weeks,  and  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  mother.  Immediately 
after  landing  he  proceeded  to  the  West,  his 
first  location  being  at  Lehi,  Utah,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  and  went  into  the  sheep  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued  until  1893,  acquiring 
about  two  thousand  head  of  stock  and  sixty- 
five  acres  of  land.  All  but  about  two  hundred 
head  were  frozen  to  death  in  a  severe  storm 
which  visited  the  region,  and  he  turned  to 
railroad  work,  finding  a  position  in  the  round- 
house of  the  Oregon  Short  Line  (at  that  time 
the  Union  Pacific)  at  Lehi  Junction,  where  he 
was  engaged  for  a  period  of  eighteen  or  nine- 
teen years,  during  which  he  advanced  to  mas- 
ter mechanic.  Eventually,  however,  he  went 
back  to  the  farm,  resuming  his  agricultural 
work  and  keeping  a  few  cattle,  and  was  so 
occupied  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
24,  1916,  at  Lehi,  where  he  is  buried.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity  there, 
and  a  Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Davis  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Evans,  who  was  born  Oct.  22, 
1858,  at  the  same  place  as  himself,  and  sur- 
vives him,  making  her  home  at  present  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  with  her  son  Daniel.  They 
became  the  parents  of  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, namely :  John  H.,  Daniel  T.,  William  P., 
Charles  B.,  Margaret  J.  (Mrs.  W.  E.  Trinna- 
man),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Ray  Carter),  Lucy, 
Hazel,  Ethel,  Rosie  (Mrs.  May),  Edward  and 
Winifred. 

John  D.  Evans,  father  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Evans)  Davis,  was  bom  in  Wales  in  1830, 
and  died  in  April,  1906,  at  Payette,  Idaho.  He 
was  a  coal  miner  in  the  old  country,  whence 
he  came  to  America  in  1876,  making  the  voy- 
age in  a  sailing  vessel.  Locating  soon  after 
his  arrival  at  Idaho  Falls  (then  known  as 
Eagle  Rock),  Idaho,  he  bought  a  farm  of  175 
acres  which  he  cultivated  successfully  until 
he  had  to  give  up  active  work  on  account  of 
advancing  age,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Payette,  making  his  home  with  his  daugh- 
ter Mary  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  He  prospered  well  as  a  general 
farmer  and  cattle  raiser.     He  and  his  wife 
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Margaret  reared  a  family  of  six  children: 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Davis),  Mary  (Mrs.  Cath- 
well),  Margaret,  John  H.,  Parley  and  Lucy. 
The  parents  are  buried  at  Salt  Lake  City.  Mr. 
Evans  was  a  Republican  on  political  questions. 

William  P.  Davis,  son  of  Henry  T.  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Evans)  Davis,  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  Lehi,  Utah.  He  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  fifteen  years  old,  when  he 
began  his  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  brick- 
layer with  Thomas  Featherstone,  of  Lehi,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  a  year.  He  next  found 
work  in  the  same  line  at  Pocatello,  Idaho,  and 
for  a  short  time  was  engaged  in  railroad  work, 
being  employed  as  a  fireman  on  the  Oregon 
Short  Line  for  six  months.  For  six  months 
he  was  at  Idaho  Falls,  where  he  buik  a  sugar 
house;  did  work  at  his  trade  for  the  Oregon 
Short  Line  at  Montpelier,  Idaho,  during  one 
year;  was  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  four  er  five 
years;  and  foreman  at  Portland,  Oregon, 
where  he  spent  two  or  three  years.  He  left 
Spokane  with  the  Leonard  Construction  Com- 
pany, in  which  association  he  was  at  Chicago 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  was  at  Kansas 
City  for  two  and  a  half  years  as  foreman  with 
the  MacLane  Construction  Company.  In  1915 
he  came  to  Polk,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he 
had  a  contract  for  construction  work  on  the 
State  buildings  for  the  insane  which  occu- 
pied him  two  years,  and  he  was  also  engaged 
on  the  Beers  building  in  Oil  City.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  in  charge  of  work  for  C.  F.  Hamil- 
ton, of  the  Galena-Signal  Oil  Company,  at 
Franklin,  where  he  has  also  built  the  brick 
work  on  the  Evening  News  building.  He  has 
also  done  some  work  on  contract  for  the  State 
at  ^olk  since  the  completion  of  his  first  con- 
tract there.  Mr.  Davis  has  always  cooperated 
with  his  associates  in  efforts  to  improve  work- 
ing conditions  and  the  standing  of  tradesmen, 
and  he  holds  membership  in  Bricklayers  Local 
No.  25,  Masons  and  Plasterers  of  America,  at 
Oil  City.  While  in  the  West  he  joined  the 
Hilliard  (Wash.)  Local,  No.  571,  B.  L.  F. 
Politically  he  is  independent,  voting  as  he 
thinks  best  both  for  men  and  measures  which 
appeal  to  him. 

By  his  marriage  to  Mabel  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Michael  Mr.  Davis  had  two  children:  Geral- 
dine  Elizabeth,  born  July  10,  1916;  and  Elea- 
nor Ruth,  born  Oct.  14,  191 7,  who  died  recent- 
ly, as  did  also  Mrs.  Davis.  Mr.  Davis  has 
attended  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Oil  City  with  his  family.  His  home  is  at  No. 
209  Hone  avenue. 

Mrs.  Davis  was  born  Dec.  10,  1887,  at  Eau 
Qaire    (formerly    Farmington),    Butler   Co., 


Pa.,  where  she  received  her  education,  attend- 
ing high  school.  For  several  years  before  her 
marriage  she  was  a  professional  nurse,  at  the 
Orphan  Asylum  in  Pittsburgh,  and  for  more 
than  four  years  in  the  State  Institution  at 
Polk.  She  was  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  being 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  J.  McMichael  and 
granddaughter  of  Christopher  McMichael, 
who  lived  and  died  on  his  large  farm  at  Euclid, 
Butler  county,  being  over  seventy  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  The  property  was  subsequently 
divided  among  his  older  sons.  Christopher 
McMichael  was  twice  married,  by  his  first 
wife  having  four  children:  Jophia,  Joseph, 
Ethan  and  Jane  (Mrs.  James  Milford).  By 
his  second  wife,  Barbara,  he  had  two  chil- 
dren; Zenas,  who  married  Sarah  Williams; 
and  Robert  J.,  father  of  Mrs.  Davis.  Their 
mother  lived  to  be  nearly  eighty  years  old. 
Mr.  McMichael  and  both  his  wives  are  buried 
at  West  Sunbury,  Butler  county.  They  were 
associated  with  the  U.  P.  Church,  and  he  was 
a  Republican  in  political  opinion. 

Dr.  Robert  J.  McMichael  was  bom  April 
24,  1850,  at  Euclid,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  reared  and  acquired  his  early  education, 
later  attending  Grove  City  College  and  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  He  com- 
menced practice  at  West  Sunbury,  but  after 
three  or  four  years  at  that  location  removed 
to  Eau  Qaire,  where  he  spent  practically  the 
rest  of  his  busy  life,  building  up  a  large  prac- 
tice. After  his  wife's  death  he  removed  to 
New  Castle,  Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.,  but  remained 
only  two  years,  returning  to  his  old  home, 
where  he  died  in  February,  1914.  He  had  a 
farm  in  Venango  township,  Butler  county, 
which  he  rented,  his  son  John  operating  the 
place  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  Dr. 
McMichael  is  buried  with  his  wife,  Mary  Eliz- 
abeth (Campbell),  at  East  Unity,  Butler  coun- 
ty. They  were  members  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  he  served  as  elder  for 
many  years,  and  he  was  a  stanch  Prohibition- 
ist in  politics,  changing  from  his  earlier  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  party.  They  had  the 
following  family :  Elsie  Lenora  is  the  wife  of 
L)mn  Ray;  Florence  Anne  married  Ralph 
Blair;  one  died  in  infancy;  John  Ross  married 
Effie  Ferguson;  Mabel  Elizabeth  (deceased) 
was  the  wife  of  William  P.  Davis ;  James  C. 
married  Edna  Dougherty;  Charles  S.  met  an 
accidental  death  on  his  father's  farm ;  two  died 
in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Campbell)  Mc- 
Michael was  a  native  of  West  Sunbury,  But- 
ler Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  James  and  Ann 
(Story)  Campbell,  the  former  of  whom  died 
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when  eighty  years  old,  the  latter  at  about 
the  same  age.  He  was  engaged  at  work  in 
the  oil  fields,  and  the  family  were  reared  at 
West  Sunbury,  where  the  parents  are  buried. 
They  were  members  of  the  U.  P.  Church  at 
that  place,  and  Mr.  Campbell  was  a  Republic- 
an in  politics.  Mrs.  McMichael  was  the 
youngest  of  nine  children,  namely :  John,  who 
was  twice  married ;  William ;  Perry ;  Edward  ; 
Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles,  whose 
wife's  name  was  Carrie;  Florence,  wife  of 
John  Teboy;  Sarah,  wife  of  Andrew  McKin- 
ney ;  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  Robert 
J.  McMichael. 

STEFFY  GRIFFIN  has  for  several  years 
lived  retired  at  Uniontown,  after  an  active 
career  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  oil  opera- 
tions which  gained  him  a  place  among  the 
substantial  element  of  his  community  and  the 
means  to  enjoy  his  later  years  in  comfort  and 
ease.  He  made  his  own  way  in  the  world  from 
early  boyhood,  so  that  all  he  acquired  came 
through  his  own  honest  efforts,  and  he  appre- 
ciates the  benefits  which  his  success  has 
brought.  Mr.  Griffin  was  bom  Feb.  i6,  1846, 
on  the  farm  in  Irwin  township,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.,  where  his  half  brother,  Samuel  S.  Mont- 
gomery, now  lives,  and  the  family  is  one  of 
old  standing  in  this  section,  his  great-grand- 
father, a  native  of  Ireland,  having  settled  on 
a  farm  in  the  near  neighborhood  of  Amity 
Church  back  in  the  pioneer  period.  The  old 
chimney  of  his  house  still  remains. 

William  Griffin,  grandfather  of  Steffy  Grif- 
fin, came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  lived  and  died,  passing  away  about 
1862  when  nearly  eighty  years  old.  He  and 
his  wife  are  both  remembered  by  their  grand- 
son Steffy  Griffin.  They  are  buried  at  Amity 
Church.  Mr.  Griffin  was  married  three  times, 
and  we  have  the  following  record  of  his  chil- 
dren: Isaac  (bom  to  the  second  union),  who 
lived  three  miles  from  Franklin  in  Sandy 
Creek  township,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age 
(his  sons  Isaac  and  Cecil  are  proprietors  of  a 
book  store  at  Franklin,  business  men  of  high 
standing) ;  James  (bom  to  the  third  mar- 
riage), who  kept  the  "National  Hotel'*  at 
Franklin  for  some  time,  later  carried  on  a 
banking  business  in  Iowa,  and  died  in  Venan- 
go county;  William,  father  of  Steffy  Griffin, 
mentioned  below ;  George,  who  owned  part  of 
the  old  farm  and  left  a  substantial  property, 
dying  unmarried :  Susan,  who  married  Stephen 
Gard  and  lived  in  Irwin  township,  reaching 
old  age;  Emily,  who  married  John  Blair  and 
lived  in  Victory  township,  this  county   (they 


were  the  parents  of  (Jeorge  A.  Blair,  of  Qin- 
tonville,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work)  ; 
Mary,  who  married  George  Wareham  and 
lived  in  Mechanics vi He  until  after  his  death, 
when  she  removed  to  Michigan,  where  she 
died;  and  Sarah,  who  married  John  Bogan, 
a  wagonmaker,  of  Mechanicsville,  where  she 
died. 

William  Griffin,  son  of  William,  above,  lived 
on  the  farm  where  his  son  Steffy  was  bom, 
in  Irwin  township,  and  died  there  at  the  age 
of  forty-two  years,  he  and  four  of  his  seven 
children  dying  within  a  month.  He  had  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  Steffy,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Steffy,  of  Irwin  township,  who  lived  on  what 
is  now  the  Miller  Eakin  farm,  coming  to  this 
section  from  east  of  the  mountains  and  later 
removing  to  Iowa,  where  he  lived  to  old  age. 
Mrs.  Griffin  was  a  child  when  the  family  set- 
tled h€re,  and  married  yoimg.  She  was  left 
a  widow  with  three  children:  Catherine,  who 
married  Addfson  Zigler  and  died  in  Kansas; 
Steffy;  and  Sarah,  who  married  David 
Karnes,  now  of  Mercer  county,  not  far  from 
her  old  home.  Mrs.  Griffin  remarried  in  a 
couple  of  years,  becoming  the  wife  of  Matthew 
D.  Montgomery,  who  purchased  the  farm 
where  she  was  living  and  which  is  now  occu- 
pied by  their  son  Samuel  S.  Montgomery, 
mention  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Steffy  Griffin  was  ten  years  old  at  the  time 
of  his  father's  death,  and  three  years  later  he 
went  to  live  on  an  adjoining  farm  with  Rob- 
ert Sterrett,  for  whom  he  continued  to  work 
nine  years,  until  after  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority. All  his  schooling  was  obtained  before 
he  entered  Mr.  Sterrett's  employ,  for  though 
he  had  an  excellent  home  and  conditions  were 
very  desirable  he  was  expected  to  give  all  his 
time  to  work.  His  first  wages  were  thirteen 
dollars  a  month,  increased  steadily  until  he 
was  receiving  three  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars a  year,  very  good  pay  for  farm  hands  at 
that  day.  It  was  during  this  period  that  Mr. 
Sterrett  made  a  fortune  on  Oil  creek,  and  his 
oil  operations  kept  him  away  from  home  much 
of  the  time,  Mr.  Griffin  being  left  in  charge 
of  the  farm  and  looking  after  the  family.  He 
helped  to  improve  the  Sterrett  place,  pulling 
stumps,  hauling  lumber,  assisting  in  building, 
etc.,  and  gaining  an  all-around  experience 
which  proved  very  useful  when  he  had  a  prop- 
erty of  his  own  to  develop.  For  two  years 
after  leaving  Mr.  Sterrett  he  worked  at  a 
sawmill,  cutting  timber,  and  then  married  and 
settled  on  a  farm  at  Mechanicsville,  in  Irwin 
township,  which  he  bought  and  occupied  until 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


1077 


the  oil  excitement  at  Bully  Hill  attracted  him 
to  that  neighborhood.  He  purchased  another 
farm,  and  did  teaming  also  while  engaged  in 
the  development  of  the  oil  on  his  new  tract, 
upon  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  ac- 
tive years  in  profitable  industry,  until  his  re- 
tirement in  September,  191 1.  At  that  time 
he  established  bis  home  in  Uniontown,  which 
is  a  mile  south  of  the  city  of  Franklin,  enjoy- 
ing his  leisure  in  well  deserved  comfort. 

In  September,  1869,  Mr.  Griffin  married 
Susanna  Beighlea,  daughter  of  Williahi  and 
Elizabeth  (Shaner)  Beighlea,  who  are  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  of  the  eight 
children  born  to  this  marriage  Minnie  died 
when  fifteen  years  old,  and  four  others  when 
younger;  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Johnson,  a  machinist,  of  Uniontown,  and  has 
three  children,  Fred,  William,  and  Hosea; 
Hosea  B.,  who  is  engaged  in  oil  production  on 
Bully  Hill,  married  Blanch  Richards,  and  their 
four  children  are  Isabel,  Viola,  \'em  and 
Evelyn;  John  William,  who  is  occupied  in 
dairying  on  Bully  Hill  and  in  the  production 
of  oil  on  another  tract,  married  Edith  Ditzen- 
berger  and  has  one  child,  Mary.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Griffin  are  members  of  the  East  Grove 
M.  E.  Church,  of  which  they  have  been  gen- 
erous supporters,  having  helped  to  build  the 
present  house  of  worship.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican on  public  questions,  to  which  he  gives  in- 
terested attention,  though  he  takes  no  part  in 
such  matters. 

GEORGE  B.  McCLELLAN  REISINGER 
is  one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  French 
Creek  township,  a  citizen  who  has  proved  his 
worth  in  valuable  public  service  as  well  as  in 
the  thrifty  management  of  his  own  affairs. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  portion  of  Venango 
county,  bom  Sept.  26,  1864,  in  Mineral  town- 
ship, son  of  the  late  Henry  George  Reisinger, 
a  man  held  in  the  highest  estimation  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  who  died  recently  at  a 
venerable  age. 

Henry  George  Reisinger  was  bom  in  Ger- 
many and  spent  his  early  life  in  his  native 
land,  coming  to  the  United  States  from  Ber- 
lin when  twenty-one  years  old  because  of  the 
unsettled  conditions  prevailing  on  account  of 
the  insurrection  that  commenced  about  1848, 
and  in  which  he  took  part.  It  was  the  same 
upheaval  which  caused  Carl  Schurz  and  other 
men  of  advanced  mind  and  liberal  ideas  to 
seek  political  liberty  in  the  United  States,  and 
they  and  their  descendants  have  never  wav- 
ered in  allegiance.  Mr.  Reisinger  lived  to 
see  the  commencement  of  the  great  world  war 


now  in  progress,  and  he  never  forgot  the  rea- 
son why  he  left  Germany,  or  lost  his  faith  in 
or  admiration  for  the  principles  of  this  coun- 
try and  her  institutions.  He  named  one  of 
his  sons  after  a  famous  Civil  war  general,  and 
neither  his  sons  nor  his  grandsons  have  been 
found  wanting  in  democratic  ideals  and  the 
courage  to  defend  them. 

When  Henry  George  Reisinger  arrived  at 
Polk,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  shortly  after  landing 
in  this  country,  his  last  cent  was  gone,  but  he 
soon  found  a  friend  in  Reuben  MulhoUand, 
with  whom  he  continued  the  most  agreeable 
associations  throughout  life.  His  first  work 
was  at  the  furnaces  and  in  the  old  gristmill, 
and  he  became  a  first-class  miller,  eventually 
building  a  mill  at  Polk  in  partnership  with 
others.  He  also  ran  mills  at  Raymilton,  Mays, 
Utica  and  Sandy  Lake,  until  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Mineral  township,  Venango  county, 
upon  which  he  settled,  working  there  until 
ready  to  retire  and  then  enjoying  his  leisure 
on  that  place  until  his  wife's  death.  There- 
after he  made  his  home  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  McFetbridge,  living  with  her  for  some 
time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  30, 
1916,  when  he  was  eighty-four  years  old.  Mr. 
Reisinger  was  married  in  Mineral  township  to 
Susanna  Flickner,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  farm  where  she  was  reared,  and  they 
brought  up  a  family  of  six  children,  namely: 
Hiram,  who  lives  in  French  Creek  township; 
Kate,  Mrs.  James  McFetbridge,  of  French 
Creek  township;  Charles,  who  is  a  farmer 
near  Polk,  this  county ;  George  B.  McClellan ; 
John,  of  Sharon,  Pa.;  and  Echols,  who  lived 
in  Franklin,  Venango  county,  and  died  in 
191 6,  when  about  thirty-nine  years  old.  Mrs. 
Susanna  (Flickner)  Reisinger  was  a  member 
of  an  early  Pennsylvania  family,  and  lived  to 
be  over  seventy,  dying  before  her  husband. 

George  B.  McClellan  Reisinger  spent  his 
youth  on  the  home  farm  in  Mineral  township, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Farming  has  been  his  principal 
occupation.  He  was  married  at  twenty-one, 
and  thereafter  farmed  at  various  locations 
until  he  secured  his  present  property,  to  which 
he  removed  in  November,  1894 — ^the  old  John 
Ray  farm,  comprising  sixty  acres  when  it 
came  into  his  possession.  Mr.  Reisinger  has 
since  purchased  another  ten  acres  adjoining. 
It  lies  in  the  central  part  of  French  Creek 
township,  eight  miles  west  of  Franklin  on  the 
Franklin-Mercer  road,  and  midway  between 
the  boroughs  of  Polk  and  Utica,  being  very 
conveniently  situated.  Mr.  Reisinger  has  fol- 
lowed general  farming  very  successfully,  has 
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improved  every  part  of  his  tract  by  his  enter- 
prising methods  and  management,  and  has  re- 
modeled and  enlarged  the  house,  making  the 
place  desirable  as  a  residence  and  valuable  for 
agricultural  purposes.  Besides  looking  after 
his  farm  operations  he  frequently  buys  timber 
as  opportunity  offers,  cutting  it  into  railroad 
ties,  mine  props,  etc.,  for  which  he  finds  a 
.  ready  market.  He  has  been  faithful  to  his  ob- 
ligations as  a  citizen,  taking  part  in  the  man- 
agement of  local  affairs  and  serving  four  years 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  in  which 
body  he  did  effective  work.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  is  a  Democrat. 

On  Feb.  9,  1886,  Mr.  Reisinger  was  mar- 
ried to  Effie  Gardner,  who  was  then  seventeen 
years  old.  She  was  bom  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa, 
and  when  three  years  old  came  to  Franklin. 
Pa.,  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Piatt,  with 
whom  she  remained  up  to  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Reisinger's  father  was  reared  in 
Lawrence  county.  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reisin- 
ger have  become  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Carl,  who  lives  at  home;  Er- 
nest, now  located  at  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull 
Co.,  Ohio;  Edna,  wife  of  Frank  Stittle,  of 
Newton  Falls,  Ohio;  Henry,  living  at  home; 
Flossie,  who  is  an  invalid;  Pearl,  living  at 
home;  and  Sarah,  who  is  attending  school. 

FRANK  SULLINGER,  a  leading  resident 
of  Cranberry  township,  is  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable land  and  valuable  oil  interests  in 
that  section  and  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
as  well  as  the  production  of  oil.  There  are 
few  men  whose  familiarity  with  oil  fields 
covers  as  wide  a  range  of  territory  or  greater 
diversity  of  experience.  Before  settling  down 
in  his  native  township  he  followed  the  busi- 
ness at  a  number  of  points  in  the  Pennsylvania 
region  and  in  several  other  States  as  well,  get- 
ting an  intimate  knowledge  of  drilling  and 
operating  methods  which  has  been  the  basis 
of  his  success  in  his  own  ventures  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Sullinger  was  bom  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship March  23,  1850,  son  of  Jacob  Sullinger 
and  grandson  of  Samuel  Sullinger,  the  latter 
a  native  of  Germany  who  came  to  this  country 
when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  He  settled  in 
western  Pennsylvania,  in  the  southern  end  of 
Clarion  county,  where  he  acquired  the  owner- 
ship of  180  acres  of  land,  spending  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  clearing  and  cultivating  this 
tract,  which  he  managed  to  improve  greatly. 
He  lived  and  died  there.  His  children  were: 
Samuel,  Andrew,  Daniel,  Jacob,  Elvina  (wife 
of   Dr.   Weaver).   Jane    (married   Alexander 


McDonald)     and     Anna     (married     Geoi^ge 
Kams). 

Jacob  Sullinger,  son  of  Samuel,  was  the 
father  of  Frank  Sullinger.  He  lived  in  Clarion 
county  until  about  i^p,  finding  employment 
at  the  furnaces  and  coal  banks,  and  chopping 
wood  during  the  winter  season.  He  helped 
to  build  the  old  furnace  at  Monarch  Park, 
and  worked  there  for  some  time  after  it  went 
into  operation.  Moving  from  Qarion  to  Ven- 
ango county,  he  settled  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship and  followed  farming  for  a  time,  later 
working  as  a  riverman  for  several  years,  run- 
ning and  piloting  rafts  on  the  Allegheny.  His 
last  years  were  spent  in  retirement  at  Eliza- 
beth, Allegheny  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  the 
remarkable  age  of  ninety-eight  years,  after  a 
career  of  prolonged  usefulness.  He  is  buried 
at  Elizabeth.  His  wife,  Margaret  (Fralley), 
lived  to  be  eighty-eight  years  old.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  four  children :  Frank ;  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Heckendom,  of  Oil  City;  Anna, 
who  married  William  Elliott,  both  being  now 
deceased;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Rush, 
and  living  in  Ohio. 

Frank  Sullinger,  only  son  of  Jacob  and  Mar- 
garet (Fralley)  Sullinger,  was  reared  on  the 
farm  in  Cranberry  township,  and  had  the  or- 
dinary advantages  afforded  in  the  local  schools. 
He  was  only  twelve  years  old  when  he  went 
to  work,  riding  tow  horses  along  the  Alle- 
gheny, from  Pittsburgh  to  Oil  City.  In  1862 
he  went  to  boating  on  Oil  creek,  bringing  oil 
down  to  the  Allegheny  river,  after  which  he 
did  teaming,  driving  to  Petroleum  Center. 
Going  to  Westmoreland  county  in  1864,  he  did 
teaming  there  one  year  for  a  Mr.  McKinley, 
and  then  came  to  Franklin  and  foimd  work  in 
a  planing  mill,  also  boating  and  rafting  lumber 
in  season.  He  was  so  occupied  until  1868. 
in  which  year  he  began  the  drilling  of  oil 
wells,  drilling  the  very  first  well  sunk  on  "the 
Point,"  for  James  Vincent.  It  was  a  success, 
and  for  him  initiated  a  line  of  work  in  which 
he  had  many  prosperous  years,  continuing  to 
follow  drilling  until  1902.  He  put  down  one 
of  the  first  wells  at  Salem,  Pa.,  and  thence 
went  into  Forest  county,  where  he  was  so 
employed  for  a  year.  Thereafter  he  was  at 
St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  county,  until  1877, 
when  he  came  back  to  Venango  county  and 
spent  a  short  time  in  the  Bullion  district. 
After  further  operations  in  Clarion  county, 
and  subsequently  in  McKean  county.  Pa.,  he 
went  to  Kentucky,  where  he  rcmamed  eight 
months  filling  drilling  contracts  in  Wayne 
county.     Returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
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again  in  McKean  county  (at  Bradford)  and 
also  in  Warren  county,  from  which  section  he 
went  to  Bolivar,  N.  Y.  Then  he  passed  an- 
other brief  period  in  western  Pennsylvania, 
in  1891  drilling  two  wells  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Cranberry  township  and  subsequently  going 
to  Butler  county.  He  was  also  in  West  Vir- 
ginia before  he  settled  at  his  present  place  in 
Cranberry  township,  where  he  purchased  the 
Sim  Lawrence  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  and 
eighteen  acres  adjoining,  having  118  acres  in 
his  home  tract,  which  is  a  fine  property  lying 
along  the  road  near  Franklin.  Here  he  is  en- 
gaged fn  general  agriculture,  and  he  has 
drilled  ten  wells  on  the  property,  besides  which 
he  has  eighteen  wells  on  the  old  Sullinger 
home  place,  a  fifty-acre  tract  now  in  his  pos- 
session. Since  he  established  his  residence 
in  the  township  Mr.  Sullinger  has  mingled  ac- 
tively in  local  affairs,  taking  a  public-spirited 
interest  in  securing  good  government  and  other 
benefits  to  be  obtained  by  the  cooperation  of 
loyal  citizens.  He  has  served  as  township  su- 
pervisor and  member  of  the  election  board. 

Mr.  Sullinger  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Maggie  Winters,  daughter  of  Frank  Winters, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  who  made  a  home  in 
Qarion  county.  They  have  had  no  children. 
In  religion  Mr.  Sullinger  is  a  Catholic,  belong- 
ing to  the  church  in  Franklin. 

HARRY  MILES  SISNEY  has  settled  at 
Franklin  after  a  varied  experience  which  took 
him  all  over  this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  an  esteemed  member  of  an  old  Venango 
county  family,  his  grandfather  having  been  an 
-early  settler  in  Richland  township. 

William  Wallace  Sisney,  father  of  Harry 
Miles  Sisney,  was  bom  in  Richland  township, 
and  the  conditions  of  his  early  life  were  typical 
of  the  times.  When  a  boy  he  was  employed 
riding  towhorses  along  the  canal,  but  most  of 
his  active  years  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
teaming,  driving  team  in  Rockland  township 
for  eighteen  years,  in  general  hauling  and  in 
the  lumber  woods.  Later  he  farmed  and 
teamed  in  Richland  township,  part  of  the  time 
following  agricultural  work  on  his  own  account 
and  again  for  other  farmers.  All  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  the  same  neighborhood,  where  he 
is  thoroughly  respected  for  his  industry  and 
reliable  character.  Six  years  ago  he  gave  up 
active  labor,  and  has  since  lived  retired,  making 
his  home  among  his  children.  Mr.  Sisney  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Amanda  Matilda  (Russel)  Eckle- 
berger,  widow  of  Miller  Eckleberger,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Harry 
Miles ;  Grace,  now  the  wife  of  Harold  Kelsey ; 


Bert,  living  in  Oklahoma ;  Ernest,  Frank  and 
Wolferd,  all  residents  of  Franklin.  Pa. ;  Clar- 
ice, wife  of  Hugo  Blymiller;  and  Jennie,  mar- 
ried to  Fred  Applebee.  By  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Sisney  had  two  children :  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of  James  Heater ;  and 
William,  who  died  young.  The  mother  died  in 
1910,  and  is  buried  at  Zion  Church  in  Richland 
township. 

Harry  Miles  Sisney  was  bom  June  24,  1873, 
in  Rockland  township,  Venango  county,  and 
obtained  his  schooling  partly  in  that  township 
and  partly  in  Richland  township.  Meantime 
he  worked  with  his  father,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  sixteen  years  old,  after  which  he 
took  employment  with  other  farmers  for  a 
short  time.  Then  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  and  later  of  the  Pro- 
ducers' Refinery  &  Oil  Company ;  for  six  years 
was  a  member  of  a  section  gang  engaged  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad;  and  during  the  two 
years  following  did  painting,  making  a  specialty 
of  work  on  roofs,  stacks  and  bridges.  His  next 
position  was  with  the  Producers'  Oil  Company, 
and  he  was  subsequently  engaged  with  a  crew 
of  stonemasons  on  the"  Pennsylvania  railroad 
for  three  years,  following  with  a  short  period 
of  employment  with  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany. For  six  years  thereafter  he  worked  on 
the  Smith  Brothers'  lease  on  Bully  Hill,  since 
when  he  has  resided  at  Franklin,  where  he  was 
first  associated  with  S.  G.  Milton.  That  con- 
nection was  a  brief  one,  and  after  a  winter's 
employment  at  foundry  work,  in  the  First 
street  shop,  he  changed  to  his  present  place  in 
the  spring  of  1917,  having  a  responsible  posi- 
tion in  the  plant  of  the  Colbum  Machine  Tool 
Company.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  but 
does  not  take  any  part  in  public  affairs  beyond 
supporting  good  men  and  measures  by  his  vote. 

On  June  29,  1910,  Mr.  Sisney  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Jane  Smith,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  McNutt  Smith,  of  Sandy 
Creek  township,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sisney  have  an 
adopted  daughter,  Edna  Hoffman,  now  (1918) 
fourteen  years  old.  Their  home  is  at  No.  415 
Elk  street.  The  family  are  Methodists  in 
church  connection. 

CLIFFORD  COOPER,  M.  D.,  located  at 
Cooperstown  when  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  gratifying  success  and  established  a  rep- 
utation that  gives  him  a  distinct  value  as  one 
of  the  progressive  elements  in  his  community. 
Though  classed  among  the  younger  members 
of  the  medical  fraternity  in  \'enango  county 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1080 


VENANGO  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


he  had  a  place  among  its  most  trustworthy 
representatives,  keeping  himself  up  to  date  in 
theory  and  methods  of  treatment  as  well  as 
in  touch  with  the  advances  of  modern  opinion. 
He  is  now  established  at  Titusville,  Crawford 
county. 

The  Cooper  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  in  Jackson  township  and  all 
that  section  of  \^enango  county,  and  John 
Cooper,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  was  no 
doubt  related  to  that  branch  for  whom  Coop- 
erstown  was  named.  He  was  an  early  settler 
in  the  township,  and  occupied  the  old  home 
place  there  subsequently  owned  by  his  son 
B.  N.  Cooper,  spending  his  life  in  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  that  property.  He 
lived  to  old  age,  dying  about  1889,  and  is 
buried  at  Cochranton.  His  wife,  whose  maid- 
en name  was  Eliza  Willison,  survived  him 
for  fifteen  years,  being  over  eighty  at  her 
death,  and  is  also  interred  at  Cochranton.  Of 
their  sons,  B.  N.  is  the  father  of  Dr.  Cooper ; 
Robert  still  survives ;  John  died  young. 

B.  N.  Cooper  remained  on  the  paternal 
homestead  until  twenty-nine  years  ago,  in 
1889  nioving  to  the  old  Wilson  Mill,  Venango 
county,  which  he  operated  until  the  oil  ex- 
citement in  the  vicinity  of  Sugar  Lake  made 
his  property  valuable  as  oil  territory,  when  he 
sold  the  farm  at  a  good  figure.  He  has  since 
lived  retired  at  Cooperstown,  enjoying  his 
leisure  years.  His  first  wife,  Jesta  Baughner, 
died  in  1887,  leaving  two  children,  Nellie  and 
Clifford,  the  former  now  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Hillier,  of  Cooperstown.  In  1889  Mr.  Cooper 
married  (second)  Lydia  Lewis,  of  Crawford 
county,  Pa.,  who  still  survives. 

Clifford  Cooper  was  bom  iti  Jackson  town- 
ship Jan.  20,  1882,  and  after  receiving  his  pre- 
paratory education  in  the  local  schools  en- 
tered the  Cochranton  high  school.  His  higher 
training  was  obtained  in  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  from  the  medical  department  of 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  June, 
1905,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  followed 
his  course  with  a  year's  experience  as  interne 
in  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  at  North  Pitts- 
burgh, and  in  August,  1906,  opened  an  office 
at  Cooperstown,  where  he  engaged  in  general 
practice  until  December,  1917,  spending  the 
following  year  in  Eastern  post-graduate 
schools  in  preparation  for  his  present  work 
at  Titusville.  where  his  practice  is  limited  to 
diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  Dr. 
Cooper  has  given  all  his  time  to  his  profes- 
sion, doing  no  public  work  except  in  the  line 
of  his  calling,  and  while  at  Cooperstown,  be- 
sides attending  to  a  general  practice  which 


reached  large  proportions,  did  special  post- 
graduate work  in  the  study  of  the  eye,  ear, 
nose  and  throat  which  aided  him  greatly  in 
the  care  of  his  patients. 

Dr.  Cooper  has  allied  himself  with  the  pro- 
fessional organizations  of  recognized  stand- 
ing, holding  membership  in  the  County  and 
State  Medical  Societies  and  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  fraternally  he  has 
been  especially  interested  in  the  Masonic 
bodies,  affiliating  with  blue  lodge,  chapter, 
commandery  and  consistory,  being  a  thirty- 
second-degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason.  His  re- 
ligious connection  is  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Doctor  was  married  Jan.  2, . 
19 18,  to  Clara  Nesbit,  of  Franklin,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

JOHN  A.  RITCHEY,  M.  D.,  late  of  pil 
City,  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
there  throughout  his  professional  career, 
which  presents  an  unusual  record  of  useful- 
ness to  his  fellow  men,  by  whom  he  was  de- 
servedly honored.  Their  high  regard,  based 
on  his  perscnal  worth  as  well  as  his  medical 
skill  and  gained  in  years  of  conscientious 
service  among  all  classes  of  the  conmiunity, 
w^as  his  most  valued  reward  for  industrious 
devotion  to  the  duties  of  his  chosen  calling, 
in  which  he  attained  high  rank,  as  the  recogni- 
tion of  his  brother  practitioners  attests. 

Dr.  Ritchey  was  born  Nov.  28,  1840,  in 
Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Calhoun)  Ritchey,  who  had  a  family 
of  eight  children.  The  family  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  extraction.  He  had  an  excellent  literary 
education,  having  studied  at  Glade  Run  Acad- 
emy in  his  native  county  and  later  at  Jefferson 
College,  from  which  latter  institution  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1874.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war.  serving  with  Company  K, 
155th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  after  ob- 
taining his  discharge  from  the  army  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Eh-.  J.  P.  Alcorn, 
then  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.  He  completed  his 
preparation  by  three  years  of  study  at  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1871,  and  immediately  en- 
tered upon  independent  practice  in  Oil  City, 
where  he  made  his  home  permanently.  He 
was  associated  with  all  the  standard  profes- 
sional organizations,  belonging  to  the  Oil  City 
Medical  Qub,  the  Venango  County  Medical 
Society,  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society, 
American  Medical  Association  and  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress,  and  served  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Oil  City  board  of  examining  sur- 
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geons  for  pensions.  His  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  settled 
for  his  life  work  showed  itself  in  sincere  pub- 
lic spirit  practically  manifested  in  many 
ways,  particularly  by  his  zealous  services  as 
member  of  the  school  board  for  a  ntunber  of 
years.  Educational  affairs  always  received 
the  benefit  of  his  influence,  judiciously  exer- 
cised along  the  most  helpful  lines  of  training, 
and  his  co-workers  on  the  board  as  well  as 
his  fellow  citizens  appreciated  his  assistance 
greatly.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
a  Mason  in  fraternal  affiliation.  Though  busy 
with  the  demands  of  a  large  practice  he  al- 
ways found  time  for  matters  of  general  con- 
cern, his  unselfish  attitude  in  every  relation 
of  life  winning  such  esteem  that  on  the  day 
of  his  funeral  business  was  suspended  in  Oil 
City — an  expression  of  re^)ect  seldom  ac- 
corded. Dr.  Ritchey  died  May  4,  1906,  and 
following  services  by  Talbot  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  was  buried  in  Grove  Hill 
Cemetery,  Oil  City. 

On  Oct.  25,  1893,  ^-  Ritchey  was  married 
to  Etta,  youngest  daughter  of  I>r.  Robert 
Crawford,  of  Cooperstown.  He  is  survived 
by  a  daughter,  Miriam,  who  makes  her  home 
in  Oil  City. 

JACOB  DOMER  HOVIS  is  a  substantial 
and  highly  esteemed  resident  of  Clinton  town- 
ship, where  he  has  spent  his  life  industriously, 
being  a  representative  member  of  a  family 
long  and  favorably  known  in  this  part  of  Ven- 
ango county.  The  history  of  the  earlier  gener- 
ations here  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

H.  Perry  Hovis,  father  of  Jacob  Domer 
Hovis,  spent  his  life  on  part  of  the  old  Hovis 
tract,  dying  Jan.  16,  1895,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  one  of  the 
most  respected  men  of  his  day  in  this  vicinity, 
where  he  was  well  known.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Sowash,  namely :  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Bailey  and  living  at  Pleasantville.  Ven- 
ango county ;  Mary  Jane.  Mrs.  R.  S.  Monjar, 
of  the  same  vicinity ;  OUie,  who  married  Oren 
Cross  and  died  when  fifty  years  old ;  Bertha 
May,  who  married  Harry  Scofield  and  died 
at  the  age  of  forty  years;  John  Ellsworth, 
now  doing  business  as  a  liveryman  at  Clinton- 
ville ;  Jacob  Domer ;  William  Nelson,  engaged 
in  the  production  of  oil  and  gas  in  Mercer 
county;  Cerings  Peters,  who  is  in  the  Kansas 
oil  fields;  and  Jesse  Lee,  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  a  commercial  salesman. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Sowash)  Hovis,  the  mother 
of  this  family,  was  bom  in  \^enango  county, 
on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Peter  Ghost 
farm,  half  a  mile  distant  from  her  present 
home,  Feb.  26,  1837.  All  her  life  has 
been  passed  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and 
she  now  has  a  neat  little  home  near  Clinton- 
ville,  not  far  from  her  son  Jacob  D.  Hovis. 
She  was  eighteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  !ier 
marriage  to  H.  Perry  Hovis.  Jacob  Sowash, 
her  father,  was  bom  in  Westmoreland  county, 
this  State,  and  lived  for  a  time  in  Butler 
county,  where  he  married  his  first  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  JoUey.  She  died  young, 
and  he  subsequently  married  (second),  at 
Slippery  Rock,  Butler  county,  Christina 
Neeley,  later  removing  to  Venango  county  and 
settling  on  a  farm  near  Qinton.  He  lived  to 
be  over  seventy  years  old,  Mrs.  Sowash  dying 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  but  two 
of  their  children  now  survive,  Mrs.  Hovis 
and  her  sister,  Margaret,  now  the  widow  of 
Jackson  Hovis,  brother  of  H.  Perry  Hovis, 
and  living  close  by.  Their  brother,  John 
Sowash.  moved  to  Ellwood  City,  Pa.,  where 
his  death  occurred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sowash 
were  eamest  members  of  the  M.  E.  Ch«ic:i, 
with  which  Mrs.  Hovis  has  been  associated 
nearly  all  her  life. 

Jacob  Domer  Hovis  was  bom  Sept.  30,  18(7, 
on  part  of  the  Hovis  farm  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  the  home  locality. 
For  two  years  he  was  occupied  at  work  in  the 
oil  fields,  doing  drilling  and  contract  work, 
but  farming  has  been  his  principal  calling, 
and  he  is  now  established  on  an  attractive  tract 
one  mile  south  of  Clintonville.  which  he  has 
brought  into  profitable  condition  by  judicious 
cultivation.  The  property  consists  of  forty- 
five  acres,  and  though  it  was  run  down  when 
it  came  into  his  hands  it  is  now  a  very  desir- 
able farm,  comprising  forty-five  acres  devoted 
to  general  agriculture.  Mr.  Hovis  has  also 
developed  an  oil  well  and  a  gas  well  there 
which  have  paid  him  well  for  his  eflforts.  He 
has  erected  substantial  buildings,  and  every 
detail  of  the  property  indicates  well  planned 
system  and  orderly  operations.  In  political 
opinion  he  is  a  strong  Prohibitionist,  support- 
ing the  principles  of  his  party  stanchly.  but 
he  has  not  taken  any  active  part  in  public  life 
or  shown  any  disposition  for  official  responsi- 
bilities. ' 

In  1895  ^I^-  Hovis  married  Minnie  A.  Don- 
aldson, who  died  in  1908  leaving  a  family  of 
three  children:  Noley  Franklin,  now  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  engaged  as  a  commercial 
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salesman ;  Percy  Jackson,  who  is  employed  at 
a  sawmill;  and  Norah  Jane.  On  Feb.  15,  191 2, 
Mr.  Hovis  was  married  (second)  to  Carrie 
Brown,  of  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  George 
Brown,  of  Butler  county,  who  died  when  she 
was  an  infant.  Mrs.  Hovis  was  reared  by  her 
aunts,  mainly  in  Philadelphia,  and  after  they 
died  she  returned  to  Butler  county,  living  with 
her  cousins  about  ten  miles  from  her  present 
home.  There  are  no  children  by  this  mar- 
riage. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hovis  hold  membership 
in  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
an  active  worker,  having  served  eight  years  as 
class  leader. 

HARRY  W.  RODGERS  has  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  most  reliable  merchants 
at  Rocky  Grove,  where  by  his  own  exertions 
he  has  built  up  a  substantial  business  in  the 
grocery  and  meat  trade.  When  Mr.  Rodgers 
established  himself  in  the  town,  some  twelve 
years  ago,  he  had  little  capital  to  operate  with, 
but  he  had  an  honest  desire  to  give  customers 
good  service  and  full  values,  and  on  this  pol- 
icy has  acquired  a  large  patronage  and  a  meas- 
ure of  prosperity  which  has  enabled  him  to 
enlarge  his  stock  and  accommodations  mate- 
rially. 

Mr.  Rodgers  has  passed  most  of  his  life  in 
Venango  county,  his  father,  William  Rodgers, 
having  settled  at  Franklin  in  about  1883.  Wil- 
liam Rodgers  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Eclipse 
Lubricating  Oil  Company,  of  Franklin,  the 
local  branch  of  the  Atlantic  Refining  Com- 
pany, for  thirty  years,  until  retired  with  a  pen- 
sion. He  was  a  pumper  by  occupation.  His 
death  occurred  Aug.  i,  191 6,  when  he  was 
sixty-three  years  old.  His  wife,  whose  maid- 
en name  was  Julia  Hazlitt.  passed  away  in 
1893. 

Harry  W.  Rodgers  was  bom  Feb.  i.  1877. 
in  Allegheny  county.  Pa.,  and  was  a  child 
when  the  family  settled  at  Franklin,  where  he 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
After  commencing  work  he  spent  two  vears 
in  the  employ  of  the  Eclipse  Refining  Com- 
pany, and  then  for  five  vears  was  engaged  by 
the  Pipe  Line  Company  building  tanks  in  Indi- 
ana. Illinois,  Kansas  and  Ohio.  Twelve  vears 
aeo  he  went  into  business  for  himself  at  Rocky 
Grove,  opening  a  meat  market,  and  by  strict 
attention  to  every  detail  of  his  trade,  caterinjer 
faithfully  to  the  wants  of  his  customers  and 
leaving  nothing  undone  which  could  insure 
their  satisfaction,  he  has  come  into  jcontrol  of 
a  lucrative  patronage  among  the  most  exacting 
element  in  the  town.  In  1916  he  added  a  gro- 
cery to  his  original  venture,  and  is  doing  well 


in  both  lines,  the  present  volume  of  business 
making  it  possible  for  him  to  carry  a  well  as- 
sorted stock;  of  high-grade  goods,  compre- 
hensive enough  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the 
local  trade.  Mr.  Rodgers  built  the  store  which 
he  now  occupies,  a  neat  and  conveniently  ar- 
ranged building  affording  improved  quarters 
and  well  adapted  to  his  requirements. 

Personally  Mr.  Rodgers  has  won  a  solid 
{^ace  in  the  esteem  of  his  townsmen^  his  pub- 
lic-spirited attitude  on  all  matters  aflfecting  the 
general  welfare  reflecting  favorably  on  his 
character  and  principles.  Socially  he  affiliates 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  unmarried. 

EARL  MYERS  is  developing  a  fine  farm 
property  at  Niles,  in  French  Creek  township, 
upon  which  he  has  been  established  since  1902, 
and  for  progress  and  energy  has  shown  him- 
self a  typical  member  of  a  family  whose  repre- 
sentatives have  been  known  as  capable  busi- 
ness men  throughout  their  association  with 
Venango  county.  His  father,  the  late  Hosea 
Myers,  was  one  of  five  brothers  who  came  to 
Franklin  from  their  early  home  in  Butler 
county,  the  others  being  James  B.  (still  a  resi- 
dent of  Franklin),  Jasper  B.,  Newton  B.  and 
Milton.  All  were  interested  in  carriage  manu- 
facturing or  similar  industries,  and  the  sons 
of  Newton  B.  Myers  are  still  so  engaged; 
mention  of  them  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Hosea  Myers  was  born  in  Butler  county. 
Pa.,  April  21.  1847,  son  of  Solomon  and  Mar- 
garet (Douglas)  Myers,  and  was  reared  in  his 
native  environment.  Upon  coming  to  Frank- 
lin he  joined  his  brother  Newton,  in  whose  em- 
ploy lie  learned  the  trade  of  horseshoer,  later 
operating  his  own  shop  at  Millerstown,  Parkers 
Landing  and  Bullion,  in  which  towns  business 
was  then  especially  brisk  because  of  the  oil 
industry.  About  1876  he  returned  to  Frank- 
lin to  enter  into  partnership  with  his  brother 
Newton,  and  in  addition  to  blacksmithing  they 
conducted  a  livery.  Newton  taking  the  latter 
branch  when  they  divided  their  interests  after 
a  few  years,  and  Hosea  Myers  continuing  the 
smith  shop.  While  the  brothers  were  in  busi- 
ness together  they  built  the  brick  part  of  the 
building  now  used  as  a  garage  by  the  sons  of 
Newton  B.  Myers,  and  Hosea  Myers  occu- 
pied the  same  after  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, making  a  specialty  of  shoeing.  He  had 
a  large  patronage,  and  kept  at  least  one  skilled 
workman  besides  himself,  as  well  as  an  ap- 
prentice, his  nephew  Will  Myers  (who  now 
has    a    shop   of   his   owti    in    Franklin)    and 
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brother-in-law  Charles  Irwin  learning  the 
trade  with  him.  For  a  few  years  Mr.  Myers 
also  had  an  oil  lease  near  Cherrytree,  in  part- 
nership with  Hugh  Crotty.  He  was  a  man  of 
the  most  honorable  character,  fully  alive  to 
his  obligations  in  all  the  relations  of  life  and 
conscientious  about  fulfilling  them,  but  he  pre- 
ferred to  devote  himself  to  his  business  and 
domestic  affairs,  and  had  no  desire  to  take 
an  active  part  in  public  life.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a  Republican.  He  enjoyed  hunt- 
ing, his  usual  companions  in  this  sport  being 
local  ministers,  especially  Dr.  Adams  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  For  years  Mr.  Myers  was  a 
member  of  General  Miller's  famous  Bible  class 
at  the  Baptist  Church.  His  death  occurred 
Jan.  25,  1897,  in  his  fiftieth  year. 

On  June  26,  1878,  Mr.  Myers  married  Elm- 
ma  R.  Irwin,  then  in  her  twenty-first  year, 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Gold)  Irwin, 
the  latter  born  on  the  old  Gold  farm  at  Niles 
or  Gold  Comers,  almost  adjoining  the  present 
farm  of  her  grandson  Earl  Myers,  and  now 
known  as  the  McClelland  farm.  The  Gold 
schoolhouse  in  that  neighborhood  was  also 
named  for  this  family.  Mr.  Irwin  was  also 
bom  in  Venango  county,  his  parents  coming  to 
this  section  from  east  of  the  mountains.  Mrs. 
Myers  was  reared  on  the  Gold  farm,  which 
her  father  formerly  owned.  Six  children  were 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers;  Earl;  Nettie, 
who  lives  with  her  mother  in  Franklin  and  is 
engaged  as  bookkeeper  in  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  that  city;  Alice,  wife  of  Guy  Moore,  of 
Franklin,  a  mechanic;  Bertha,  wife  of  Calvin 
Autner,  of  Franklin,  engaged  in  real  estate 
transactions  for  the  Franklin  Trust  Company ; 
Harry  M.,  sergeant  in  Company  F,  112th 
United  States  Regiment,  who  trained  at  Camp 
Hancock ;  and  Dorothy,  wife  of  Howard  Cap- 
well,  formerly  of  Red  Bank,  N.  J.,  now  in  the 
United  States  aeroplane  service. 

Earl  Myers  was  bom  in  Franklin  March 
2,  1879,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  that 
city,  having  all  the  privileges  afforded  by  the 
excellent  public  schools.  He  learned  his 
father's  trade,,  and  worked  at  it  for  a  year  after 
his  father's  death,  spending  the  three  years 
following  in  the  employ  of  the  Adams  Express 
Company,  and  a  year  with  the  General  Mani- 
fold &  Printing  Company  of  F^ranklin,  operat- 
ing a  carbon  machine.  He  was  also  with  the 
Air  Compressor  Company  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  but  has  since  been  working  on  his  own 
account,  having  acquired  his  farm  at  Niles  in 
1902  and  settled  there  the  same  year.  It  is  a 
tract  of  120  acres,  lying  four  miles  west  of 
Franklin,  part  of  the  old  Runninger  homestead. 


and  in  its  development  Mr.  Myers  has  had 
dairying  as  his  chief  objective,  his  fine  bam 
and  cement  silo  having  been  erected  especially 
to  facilitate  that  branch  of  the  work.  He  has 
made  excellent  progress  with  the  improve- 
ment of  the  property,  to  which  he  has  given 
practically  all  his  time  and  attention  up  to  the 
present  time,  occasional  hunting  trips  being  his 
chief  recreation.  His  property  and  business 
are  in  good  condition,  showing  every  indica- 
tion of  continued  prosperity. 

On  March  16,  1899,  Mr.  Myers  was  married 
to  Jennie  Amelia  (Millie)  Phipps,  daughter 
of  Cyrus  EHxon  and  Mary  Grace  (Parker) 
Phipps,  full  mention  of  whose  family  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren: Mary  Vernon,  Jane  Kennerdell  and 
Thomas  Hosea, 

DAVID  A.  McALEVY,  a  resident  of  Jack- 
son township,  is  occupying  the  old  McAlevy 
place  originally  settled  by  his  grandfather,  and 
as  may  be  inferred  the  family  is  one  of  old 
standing  in  northem  Venango  county.  They 
came  here  from  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  where 
the  early  generations  were  actively  associated 
with  the  affairs  of  their  dav,  the  name  being 
perpetuated  there  in  McAlveys  Fort,  which 
commemorates  the  site  of  the  old  fort  held  by 
Gen.  William  McAlevy  to  afford  the  settlers 
protection  from  the  Indians.  It  was  one  of  a 
line  of  border  forts  and  was  erected  by  Gen- 
eral McAlevy,  who  was  sent  thither  by  Wash- 
ington, with  whom  he  had  served  as  colonel  at 
the  Brandywine.  The  right  of  the  army  at 
Valley  Forge  was  reorganized  from  three  divi- 
sions, each  having  a  colonel,  and  given  but  two 
such  officers.  Colonel  McAlevy  being  made 
a  brigadier  general  and  put  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of  this  fort  and  in  guarding  the 
border  against  Indians.  His  son,  Capt.  Wil- 
liam McAlevy,  served  many  years  in  the  State 
legislature,  and  his  sons  George  and  Miles  in 
the  thirties  settled  in  Jackson  township*,  Ve- 
nango county. 

Miles  McAlevy,  son  of  Gen.  William  Mc- 
Alevy. and  grandfather  of  David  A.  McAlevy, 
was  bom  Oct.  29,  1805,  in  Huntingdon  county, 
where  he  spent  his  early  life  and  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  McCaulay,  who  was 
bom  June  16,  1798.  Coming  to  Venango 
county  in  the  year  1833,  he  obtained  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Jackson 
township,  and  lived  there  ever  afterward  until 
his  death  on  April  2,  1874.  Being  a  tailor  by 
trade,  he  put  in  his  time  at  that  calling  and 
hired  help  to  clear  his  land  for  farming  pur- 
poses,   improving   the    property    considerably 
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during  the  forty  years  and  more  of  his  resi- 
dence there.  His  brother  George  followed  him 
to  this  section  within  a  few  years,  settling 
near  by,  in  what  is  now  Plum  township,  and 
his  posterity  may  still  be  found  in  Venango 
county,  mention  of  some  of  them  being  made 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Alevy  died  June  13,  1868,  a  member  of  the 
Sunville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  her  hus- 
band belonging  to  the  Presbyterian  congre- 
gation at  that  place,  which  was  a  mile  distant 
from  their  home.  Both  are  buried  at  Sun- 
ville. Of  their,  children,  William,  the  eldest 
son,  was  the  father  of  David  A.  McAlevy; 
Wesley  G.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years;  Margaret  M.  married  John  Bradley,  of 
Bradley  town.  Plum  township,  and  died  when 
twenty-nine  years  old ;  Mary  J.,  who  married 
William  Grove,  of  Plum  township,  lived  to 
the  age  of  about  seventy;  Martha  A.,  now 
(191 7)  eighty-one  years  old,  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Collins,  and  lives  in  Jackson  township ; 
Catherine  R.  married  Nelson  Cheers  and  died 
soon  afterward  in  young  womanhood. 

William  McAlevy  was  born  in  Huntingdon 
county  June  6,  1827,  and  was  six  years  old 
when  brought  to  Venango  county,  spending 
his  boyhood  and  youth  amid  the  primitive  con- 
ditions of  this  region  in  its  early  stages  of  de- 
velopment. Much  of  the  work  of  clearing  the 
home  farm  and  getting  it  under  cultivation 
was  accomplished  by  him,  and  he  settled  there 
permanently  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to 
Matilda  Mathews,  which  took  place  when  he 
was  twenty-two  years  old.  Four  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  namely:  Louesa  E.,  born  in 
185 1,  now  Mrs.  George  F.  Lupher,  of  Canal 
township,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
David  A. ;  John  Wesley,  born  in  November, 
1859,  "^w  a  resident  of  Jackson  township; 
and  Samuel  Miles,  born  Oct.  22,  1866,  who  is 
in  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
and  living  at  Fostoria,  Ohio.  The  father  died 
Oct.  8,  1901,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  and  the 
mother,  now  (1917)  ninety-one  years  old,  sur- 
vives, living  with  her  daughter  in  Canal  town- 
hip.  She  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  and  was  a  child  when  her  parents,  Samuel 
and  Louisa  (Ambrose)  Mathews,  settled  in 
Plum  township. 

David  A.  McAlevy  was  bom  Dec.  22,  1853, 
at  the  old  McAlevy  homestead  in  Jackson 
township  where  he  still  resides,  lying  three 
miles  northeast  of  Cooperstown.  He  worked 
there  with  his  father  until  he  reached  his 
majority,  obtaining  a  good  practical  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality, 
and  when  twenty-one  years  old  took  employ- 


ment at  oil  wells,  following  this  line  for  the 
next  fifteen  years.  He  was  engaged  both  as 
pumper  and  driller,  acquiring  a  working  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  which  has  been  very  use- 
ful to  him  in  his  independent  operations  as  a 
producer.  For  the  last  twelve  years  he  has 
owned  the  farm  held  by  his  grandfather  and 
father  in  turn,  having  bought  the  interests  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  the  entire  fifty 
acres  has  undergone  marked  improvement  in 
his  hands,  both  as  to  land  and  buildings. 
Twelve  years  ago  he  erected  a  substantial  and 
comfortable  dwelling,  and  two  years  later  a 
good  barn,  and  he  follows  general  farming  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Wells  had  been 
sunk  and  oil  produced  before  he  took  hold  of 
the  property,  but  all  the  wells  pumping  there 
now  have  been  put  down  by  him,  and  the  yield 
is  up  to  the  average,  greatly  increasing  the 
value  of  his  tract.  However,  he  has  never 
neglected  his  agricultural  work,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  unusual  success  by  dint  of  in- 
telligent application  to  the  requirements  of  his 
land,  and  he  keeps  in  close  touch  with  such 
interests  through  his  membership  in  the 
Grange,  he  and  his  wife  being  regular  attend- 
ants at  the  meetings.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at  Cooperstown.  Though 
his  father  and  grandfather  were  stanch  Re- 
publicans he  is  independent  on  political  ques- 
tions, supporting  w^hatever  measures  appeal  to 
him  as  best,  regardless  of  the  party  sponsor- 
ing them. 

On  April  27,  1892,  Mr.  McAlevy  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Small,  who  was  bom  on  the  Small 
family  homestead,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Sarah  (Collins)  Small.  Mrs.  McAlevy  cared 
for  both  her  parents  in  their  old  age.  She  and 
her  husband  have  no  children,  but  a  nephew, 
Walter  McAlevy,  has  made  his  home  with  them 
from  the  age  of  twelve  years,  being  now  a 
young  man  of  twenty-three.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McAlevy  are  churchgoers  and  support  church 
and  other  religious  enterprises,  Mrs.  McAlevy 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  women's  work. 
They  are  progressive  and  public-spirited,  giv- 
ing hearty  encouragement  to  all  good  move- 
ments. 

WILLIAM  STRANGE,  Oil  Producer, 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

ELI  HOFFMAN,  of  Clinton  township, 
came  to  his  present  home  forty  years  ago,  and 
its  excellent  condition  gives  evidence  of  in- 
telligent care  that  speaks  well  for  his  ability 
as  an  agriculturist.  His  industry  has  been  well 
directed  in  constructive  lines,  and  has  placed 
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him  in  the  ranks  of  the  thrifty,  substantial 
element  of  his  locality,  where  he  is  also  es- 
teemed for  his  loyal  citizenship  concerning 
those  projects  of  general  interest  which  mark 
the  advance  and  improve  the  social  status  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  born  Feb.  22,  1851,  on 
the  Henderson  farm  near  Bullion,  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Clinton  township,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Angeline  (Gilmore)  Hoffman  and  grand- 
son of  Jacob  Hoffman.  Mrs.  Angeline  Hoff- 
man died  in  Butler  county,  and  Daniel  Hoff- 
man subsequently  married  Eliza  Jones  and 
eventually  returned  to  Clinton  township,  Ve- 
nango county.  His  death  occurred  in  Irwin 
township,  this  county,  about  1909,  when  he 
was  eighty- four  years  old. 

Eli  Hoffman  was  six  years  old  when  his 
mother  died.  He  remained  at  home  until  sev- 
enteen years  old,  meantime  receiving  a  good 
common  school  training,  and  his  first  work 
away  from  home  was  in  the  oil  fields,  where 
during  his  young  manhood  he  was  employed 
for  four  or  five  years,  in  various  capacities. 
In  1877  he  bought  the  farm  upon  which  he 
has  since  made  his  home,  the  original  Walter 
homestead,  which  lies  two  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Clintonville  on  the  line  between  Clin- 
ton and  Irwin  townships.  He  has  twenty-five 
acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  cultivates 
himself,  leasing  the  oil  rights  to  J.  J.  Van 
Dresser,  of  Franklin,  to  whose  business  he  has 
also  given  considerable  time,  doing  hauling  and 
other  necessary  work  about  the  wells.  There 
are  eight  wells  producing  at  present,  and  the 
yield  has  been  great  enough  to  distinguish  the 
site  as  one  of  the  best  oil  stations  in  the  Clin- 
ton (or  Scrubgrass  creek)  field.  From  time 
to  time  Mr.  Hoffman  has  also  undertaken  other 
work,  having  been  associated  with  local  coal 
production  for  about  twenty  years  and  done 
very  well  in  that  line ;  for  eight  years  he  was 
interested  in  the  operation  of  a  coal  mine  on 
Pone  Hill,  owning  a  half  share  in  the  same. 
AH  the  buildings  on  his  land  have  been  erected 
during  his  ownership. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Hoffman 
married  Maggie  Bailey,  of  Irwin  township, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza  (Duggan) 
Bailey,  and  sister  of  John  Bailey,  who  now 
owns  the  old  Bailey  homestead  two  miles  west 
of  Eli  Hoffman's  home;  another  brother, 
Samuel  Bailey,  lives  near  by.  Of  the  children 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman,  Willis  E. 
married  Lizzie  Van  Dyke,  and  after  her  death 
returned  to  the  home  of  his  parents,  where 
he  now  lives  with  his  daughter,  Mary  Alphene ; 
Alfred,  who  is  engaged  as  an  oil  pumper,  mar- 


ried Lizzie  Surrena,  and  they  live  near  his 
parents;  Laura  A.  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Cooper,  of  Albion,  Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  a  Bessemer 
railroad  conductor;  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Harry  Barber,  a  railroad  man.  of  Warren, 
Ohio ;  Nettie  M.,  who  is  unmarried,  lives  with 
her  sister  at  Warren,  Ohio;  Elva  F.  is  the  wife 
of  William  Iver,  of  Butler  county.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  Peters  Chapel  M.  E.  Church,  on 
Pone  Hill,  a  mile  distant  from  the  Hoffman 
farm.  Mr.  Hoffman  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  poli- 
tical connection,  and  he  has  served  on  the 
township  school  board  to  the  thorough  satis- 
faction of  his  fellow  citizens. 

JOSEPH  CHAPMAN  GILMORE  is  well 
known  in  his  association  with  the  United  Na- 
tural Gas  Company  at  Oil  City,  where  he  has 
maintained  his  home  since  1906.  A  native  of 
Titusville,  Pa.,  born  Aug.  7,  1866,  he  is  of 
Irish  descent  in  the  paternal  line,  being  a  great- 
grandson  of  Samuel  Gilmore,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  the  North  of  Ireland  with 
his  wife  and  eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

Thomas  Gilmore,  son  of  Samuel,  above, 
married  Belle  Black,  and  they  were  the  grand- 
parents oi  Joseph  Chapman  Gilmore. 

Joseph  Gilmore,  son  of  Thomas  and  Belle 
(Black)  Gilmore,  was  bom  Jan.  15,  1824.  in 
Mercer  county,  Pa.,  and  died  Sept.  18,  1876. 
On  April  ^5,  i860,  he  was  married  at  Titus- 
ville, Pa.,  to  Adelia  A.  Stackpole.  who  was 
born  Nov.  3,  1839,  at  Eddington,  Maine,  and 
died  in  March,  1918.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Elbridge  Greer  and  Julia  Ann  (Heald)  Stack- 
pole,  who  were  married  Nov.  7,  1835.  The 
father  was  born  July  12,  1812.  at  Vassalboro. 
Maine,  and  died  in  November,  1908:  the 
mother  was  bom  Jan.  5,  1813,  at  Norridge- 
wock.  Maine. 

Joseph  Chapman  Gilmore,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Adelia  A.  (Stackpole)  Gilmore,  lived  in 
Titusville  until  1869,  and  from  that  year  until 
1871  near  Woodcock,  Crawford  county.  Pa. 
From  1871  to  1878  his  home  was  at  the  Foun- 
tain House  near  Meadville.  and  in  the  latter 
city  until  his  removal  to  Oil  City  in  1906.  He 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Meadville.  Pa.,  and  at  Smith's  busi- 
ness college,  and  commenced  work  in  the  year 
1882,  with  the  N.  Y.,  P.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co..  now 
the  Erie,  at  Meadville.  remaining  in  that  em- 
ploy for  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  and  in  1895 
changing  to  the  Atlantic  Refining  Company,  as 
bookkeeper,  at  Greenville.  Pa.  From  that 
point  he  was  transferred  to  Franklin,  Pa.  Mr. 
Gilmore  had  purchased  a  farm  near  Mead- 
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ville,  to  which  he  returned  in  1898,  farming  on 
that  property  until  1906,  during  which  time 
he  was  also  connected  with  the  Meadville  Hay 
Company  and  the  Cussewago  Lumber  Com- 
pany, both  at  Meadville.  On  Sept.  15,  1906, 
he  came  to  Oil  City,  Venango  county,  taking  a 
position  in  the  title  department  of  the  South 
Penn  Oil  Cewnpany  and  United  Natural  Gas 
Company.  A  year  or  two  later  the  business  of 
the  two  companies  was  separated,  and  shortly 
after  the  separation  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  United  Natural  Gas  Company,  with  which 
he  is  still  associated.  Mr.  Gilmore  is  well 
known  in  the  fraternal  bodies,  affiliating  with 
the  F.  &  A.  M.,  Odd  Fellows  and  Protected 
Home  Circle.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  poli- 
tical convictions  and  interested  in  the  trend  of 
public  affairs,  but  has  not  associated  himself 
with  such  matters  in  any  but  a  minor  capacity. 

On  Oct.  II,  1893,  Mr.  Gilmore  was  married 
at  Meadville,  Pa.,  to  Gertrude  Elizabeth  Comp- 
ton,  who  was  bom  Dec.  20,  1867,  at  Meadville, 
and  they  have  a  family  of  three  children: 
Marguerite  Elizabeth,  bom  June  13,  1897; 
Josephine  Compton,  born  April  22,  1902,  and 
Frances  Adelia,  bom  Feb.  4,  1907,  both  attend- 
ing public  school  in  Oil  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilmore  and  their  family  belong  to  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Oil  City. 

Mrs.  Gilmore  is  a  great-granddaughter  of 
David  and  Rebecca  (Perrine)  Compton.  Their 
son  David  Compton,  her  grandfather,  born 
March  14,  1810,  was  married  in  1834  to  Eliza- 
beth Brooks,  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Nichols)  Brooks.  John  Brooks  was  bom 
May  12,  1765,  in  the  parish  of  Rye,  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  landed  at  New  York  in  1792, 
and  settled  in  the  territory  organized  as  Craw- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania. 

John  B.  Compton,  son  of  David  and  Eliza 
(Brooks)  Compton,  was  bom  Nov.  17,  1835, 
at  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  died  June  13,  1898.  On 
Nov.  12,  1863,  he  married  Fannie  Elizabeth 
Kingsley,  a  native  of  Becket,  Mass.,  bom  Dec. 
i,S«  1835,  daughter  of  Russell  R.  and  Elizabeth 
(Kelso)  Kingsley,  who  were  married  May  i, 
1834.  Her  father,  born  at  Becket,  Mass.,  July 
22,  1811,  died  April  18,  1870.  Her  mother, 
bom  Sept.  12,  1812.  died  Oct.  4,  1867.  was  a 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  Betsey  (Parks) 
Kelso,  who  were  married  July  4,  181 1.  Ed- 
mund Kelso  was  bom  Dec.  20,  1784,  and  died 
May  22,  1857:  his  wife,  bom  June  7,  1788, 
died  July  9,  1859. 

C.  F.  HUNSBERGER,  Irwin  township, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.     Post  office,  Harrisville. 


JOHN  W.  DONO\  AN  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  Franklin  after  an  industrious  career, 
during  the  greater  part  of  which  he  was  oc- 
cupied as  ganger  for  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany in  Venango  county.  As  the  first  man  in 
the  county  to  be  assigned  to  that  position,  he 
had  many  unique  experiences  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  his  duties  during  the  early  days,  and 
t^lenty  of  opportunity  to  note  the  progress  made 
in  the  oil  industry,  both  in  regard  to  produc- 
tion and  the  handling  of  the  product. 

Mr.  Donovan  has  been  a  resident  of  Ve- 
nango county  from  young  manhood,  having 
come  here  directly  upon  his  arrival  in  America. 
He  was  bom  in  Ireland,  in  1846,  and  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  country.  His  first 
location  in  this  county  was  made  in  Presi- 
dent township,  where  he  found  employment  at 
railroad  work,  on  the  Warren  &  Franklin 
branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  system.  After 
three  years  at  that  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  by 
whom  he  was  also  engaged  for  three  years, 
subsequently  working  with  the  connecticwi  gang 
of  the  Standard  Pipe  Line  Company.  In  1880 
he  was  made  ganger  for  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany in  Venango  county,  being  the  pioneer 
in  this  particular  work,  now  recognized  as  an 
important  part  of  efficient,  economical  man- 
agement. It  took  a  number  of  years  after  the 
inception  of  the  oil  industry  for  the  business- 
like system  which  now  prevails  to  shape  it- 
self, and  gauging  was  one  of  the  features  of 
improved  conditions.  Mr.  Donovan  held  this 
position  for  thirty-five  years,  meantime  acquir- 
ing a  familiarity  with  the  oil  business  which 
made  him  a  most  valuable  and  tmstworthy  em- 
ploye, fully  competent  to  render  excellent  serv- 
ice. Moreover,  he  not  only  became  well  known 
amon^  producers  throughout  his  territory,  but 
came  into  personal  contact  with  most  of  them, 
and  he  entertains  the  highest  personal  regard 
for  the  oil  producers  of  the  county  as  a  body, 
an  opinion  formed  after  many  years  of  close 
dealing  with  them.  Since  giving  up  active 
life  Mr.  Donovan  has  spent  his  time  in  com- 
fortable leisure  at  his  home  in  Valley  Exten- 
sion. Franklin.  He  enjoys  reading  and  keeps 
himself  informed  on  matters  of  general  im- 
portance, taking  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  in 
which  he  supports  the  measures  he  approves 
of  without  political  bias,  being  independent  in 
his  views.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  favorably  known  in  all  his  as- 
sociations. 

Mr.  Donovan  married  Ellen  O'Brien,  a  na- 
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tive  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John 
O'Brien,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :  William  is  a  superintendent 
for  a  large  gasoline  company  at  Tulsa,  Okla. ; 
Elizabeth  is  married  to  William  Collins  and 
living  at  Oil  City;  John  J.  is  located  at  Li- 
gonier,  Pa.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company;  Johanna  married  Thomas  Hennes- 
sey, of   Franklin,   Pa. ;   B.   C,  a  resident  of 


Franklin,  is  a  ganger  in  the  employ  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Schaffner  and  living  at  Franklin,  Pa. ; 
James  is  located  at  Tulsa,  Okla.,  with  his 
brother  William ;  Paul  is  at  school. 

HOWARD  T.  JOLLY,  farmer,  Rockland 
township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.  Post  office,  Pitts- 
ville. 
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